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HIS  MISSION  TO  FRANCE: 

With  a  complete  Diary  of  liis  Negotiations  to  procure  the  aid  of  the  French  and  BataTian 
Rrpublies,  for  the  I«iberation  of  Ireland;  of  the  Expeditions  of  Bantr)'  Bay,  theTexel,  and 
of  that  vhvruin  he  fell.  Narratire  of  his  Trial,  Defence  before  the  Court  Martial^  and  Dtath. 


Edited  by  his  Soiij 
William  Theobald  Wolfe  Toke: 

WitJi  a  brief  aeeoQSt  of  his  own  Edncation  and  Campaigns  imdi>r  the  Emperor  Napoleon* 

IN  TWO  YOLrSAES. 
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018TBICT  or  COLUMBIA^  to  V)XU 

Be  it  Rbsexmbseid,  That  on  (he  seeood  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thootaod  eight  handred  aod  twenty-tiz,  and  of  the  lodependenoe  of  the  United 
States  of  Amerioa  the  fiftieth,  Wiluax  Thsobald  Wolfs  Ton,  of  the  aaid  Diitriot, 
hat  deposited  in  thii  office  the  title  of  a  Book,  the  right  whereof  he  daims  ai  Author, 
in  the  worda  following,  to  wit : 

«  Life  of  Theobald  VjTolfe  Tone,  founder  of  the  United  Iridi  Society,  and  Adja- 
tant  €reneral  and  Chef  de  Brigade  in  the  ier?ice  of  the  FVench  aod  Batavian  Repnh- 
lies  \  written  by  himself,  and  eontinncd  by  his  Son :  with  his  Political  WriUngs,  and 
Fragments  of  hb  Diary,  whilst  Agent  to  the  General  and  Sob-committee  of  the  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland,  and  Secretary  to  the  Delegation  who  presented  their  Petition  to 
his  Miyesty  George  III.  His  Mission  to  France  \  with  a  complete  Diary  of  his  Nego- 
tiations to  prooare  the  aid  of  the  French  and  Batamn  Repoblics  for  the  Liberation  of 
Irebmd ;  of  the  Expeditions  of  Bantry  Bay,  the  Tezel,  and  of  that  wherein  he  fell. 
Narrative  of  hb  Trial,  Defence  before  the  Court  Martial,  and  Death.  Edited  by  hb 
Sod,  William  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone  ;  with  a  brief  account  of  hb  own  Education  and 
Campaigns  under  the  Emperor  Napoleon.  In  two  Tolomes.  Victrix  causa  Dib  pUiooit, 
sed  Ticta  Catoni.  Pharsalia,  Ub.  1,  Terse  128.*> 

In  conformity  to  the  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  entitled  ^  An  act 
fior  the  encouragement  of  learning,  by  securing  the  copies  of  Maps,  Charts,  and  Books, 
to  the  authors  and  proprietors  of  such  copies  during  the  times  thereb  mentioned;*' 
and,  also,  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  '  An  act  for 
the  encouragement  of  learning,  by  securing  the  copies  of  Maps,  Charts,  and  Books,  to 
the  authors  and  proprietors  of  such  copies  during  the  times  therein  mentioned,'  and 
extending  the  benefits  thereof  to  the  arts  of  designing,  engraving,  and  etching  histori- 
cal and  other  printi." 

«»««*«*  Iv  Tzsnxoirr  whebxop,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand, 

2  i;^  g  £  and  affixed  the  public  seal  of  my  office,  the  day  and 

«        *  *  year  aforesaid. 


««M1HMe 


EDMUND  L  LEE, 

Ckrk  of  the  JOUtrict  of  Columbia. 


GENERAL  TONE, 

Duuvw  ma  jtnsaiojv  /jv*  frajwr. 

PART  I. 

Comprimg  fat  JVigotialions  with  the  French  GmcrnmnU, 
at  Fans,  179G. 


Febhcary,  1790, 


FAnarf  9.  1  lftn(l<-i]  at  Urn  re  dc  Gntce  j'cstcrday,  after  a 
rougli  wintnr  j»magc  frora  New  York  of  thirty -one  daj's.  Tlic 
lowH  vglyand  lUrt^,  nillt  Hevcrul  gtMxl  houses  in  alleys,  where 
it  IK  impowibie  to  see  (hem.  Lodged  at  tlie  Uotrl  dc  Patx.  for- 
merly tbc  Uotcl  of  the  liitcndaiit.  but  rt^ucoc)  to  it^  present  i^tate 
by  tbr  Revolittion-  "  My  lanilloni  i.s  ciril,  but  dew  as  tlie  devil." 
Slept  in  a  Miperb  crimson  damask  bed  :  groat  luxury,  aAer  bC' 
I  iag  a  nonth  without  having  my  clothes  off. 

Fcfrnutry  3.  Hoist-  eai'ly ;  diOicult  to  get  breakfast;  get  il 
[  at  bat ;  vxcelknt  niBee,  and  ^  cry  coai-sc  brown  bread,  but.  as 
it  hqipeM,  I  like  brown  bread.  Walked  out  tu  see  the  lions ; 
Mass  celebrating  in  the  rliurcb;  many  people  prc- 
j  irat.  cspDCially  wxtineo ;  went  into  divers  cuRec  houAes  :  plenty 
I  of  ca/foK,  btit  no  papent.  Jfu  bread  in  two  of  the  coffee-houses ; 
nkM  pastry:  singular  enough!  Diutier:  and  here,  as  matter  of 
,  foUovni  our  bill  of  tuns  which  proves  clearly  that 
•Js  in  a  Ktar^ing  silnatiun:  .An  excellent  soup:  a  dish  of 
Il  from  the  harbor;  a  fore-(|uartcrof  delicate  small  raut> 
the  WeUh:  a  raperb  turkey,  and  a  pair  of  ducks 
i  ipilry.  cfacesc.  and  fruit  afler  dinner,  with  wine  ad 
Voi^  II— 1. 
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/ifrrfHtH.  but  still  llio  pain  bis:  provoked  with  the  FrenrhmeD 
grumbling  at  the  fairad:  tuailr  a  living:  I'lrr  U  pain  bis  rt  la 
libertr.'  I  forgot  the  ^cgcublc^  uhtrh  were  exrellrnt:  very 
glail  III  sec  surli  unrf|ui^»ciil  proofs  of  famine.  Went  to  tlie  Co- 
luixlif  in  the  opening;  a  neat  theatre.  oikI  a  very  tolerable  com- 
pany :  twenty  ivrfoiincrs  in  the  orrhe^^tra:  bouse  lull :  se- 
trml  uffiif  rs.  %ery  fine  lixtking  fellows :  tlte  audience  just  as 
;r>t}  OS  if  ihcTv  »  a<  no  such  thing  as  war  and  brown  bread  in  the 
Horlit.  Supper  jnsi  like  our  din?>er.  with  wine.  &c-  N.  B.  Fi- 
•un^vj-  Tin-  IriMiUunnh  5. 1 "x>  litres,  nr  about  COO  tinMs  iL'<  ra- 
W  ill  a'><ii?ia'f^:  iho  <i\-franc-picce  in  pr(^M>nioD.  My  bill  per 
lUcv.  l'>ir  •'i.iii  ciiifriainmcnt  as  abovemratkHied.  U  six  francs, 
'■.itoltillin^  aud  my  crimson  datnask  bed  Cuscdii.  or  10  pence: 
i-.tJIiT'  in  the  mitrning  I  -;  »>ls.  (tr  siipriR'e:  «u  that  1  am  start  ing 
in  the  niaiiiicr  1  hato  d>-si'ribc\l.  for  ihc  ononuou«  sum 
^.'>. -ti.  ada^:  sad!  saJI  l*.iiil  for  luy  Mat  at  iIk-  theatre,  in 
liie  Sirt  m-xt  w  tltai  ol'  tin-  Mi.;ii.  i)uli;r-  SO  li\rr>  in  a«>igttats 
.•r  atHHtt  I'MiffKiKv  stcriii.j:  Bo  i:  remcuilKn-il.  I  hidge  at  the 
priihipal  Uitrl  iu  Ha^tv-  aiKl  I  >k«ibt  nv<i  but  1  might  rvtrvnch, 
,KT*iatv  vyK-hali'.  by  i-hangi-.^  my  -iTiiation:  but  bang  skving. 

Kr^-.-ry  4.  A  s»indl«-  in  :;.*  b*<fl ;  wi«tKS  to  take  me  in  : 
»A-,:>  w.ran:I  »r.h  nx  tw  J'a;i*  :  -<■,»»  be  is  an  .VneriraD.  and 
.mVi-  r.'v  t  apui-i :  i>  >i;:v  \ic  h.^-  s^vn  me  si.ifDewhere.  Tell  him 
jv^.ap*  I*.  «a<  ic  S^B.  •■  J  -.'.-w  t;.:«,  >»f  .. u) ■ ;"  ii  wimi 
i^v  llf  ;-,-,•*  \  >  Wi".;  i:^-  -■ ;  x~  ■  '.*:  Kr\ rvlmiitn.  and.  to  ny 
iT\i:*^r7tr,-»-.  :r;-."K*  :  ;r..  ■■■;  i -.^:   -x  ^-.Lii^a.  T Jc F»»ft»aii 

:,  :  o.----'.  '•■>  T*.  f.-xi.    "H-S  i*,»£r  irs  adifstan^  My  friend  was 
->»    \T.xr*:i-.   »■;  >.   I  ^.Ty  srtx;  Soaad  >»i ;  fur  ■• 'wn  u  ft^t 

Ki-r-tJi-}  .-.  \  Tfc'  -t  k.T'ii si-jn^:  witi  my  UodiArrf :  1  aow 
,i£\  .-s.  1  i-*>  sv  r>.Ty  "7^.  !a.'iM;.ac  ay  cnB-4B  "hwiifr 
!«>; :  V  j,'.k  .-._::  (-.;:_-  '  ^r."  hjw  a  *?fc»fr.  «r  witk  wfrbiiig 
^A(  Bitiiary  Okvc.'  >;  x:>'b.:a;a.  Ianet\<«uf  the  C«i 

prw  :  tjiimni*  AM  »«».-c-aitk'  irmitM    1  c*»  a<w.i  ta-  Ae 

a  £a«  «-.w-  tkmgk  Ot  faMr  «.  w  iMjilf  m  yitfth      Tv»  to- 
•f»  {i3<«;ahawawffiyawJ<ribfc— .MAafcr«fMfcfcfcn 


■  I  I 
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hiinIc  xrv  pretty  and  psutoral.  but  witat 
■iH  to  tvcanrile  tlic  iiDjimtian  «bich  tbuptTv.  sitrli 
it,  M«ni«l  to  make  on  *hr  aiHlie.nce^  witli 
mm)  rcrocMMM  rharach-r  nUrihtilrd  lo  die  Frendi. 
6.  It  iff  vary  sin^lar.  Iiut  I  liavp  had  spvcnO 
occMiBW^  already  to  obwervr,  liiat  llier«  i»  iiiore  dtffiniU.v  in 
paarii^MJrertlian  iKqirr.  I  liav<-M<en  ■none)' i-efusefl  where  a'^* 
■ipilfli  bate  brai  takrn  mrrrntly.  This  is  a  piiciiomeiion  I 
oumat  mderctanii,  o;»p«'ialljr,  when  the  dejnvciHtion  in  consi* 
deiv^  The  republican  silver  is  irceivcd  witli  great  suspicion. 
^hofilB  fcan  gat  it  into  iJieir  hcatlfi  lliat  it  is  ndultcratcd.  hut, 
er«a  aov  wrel)'  it  is  worth,  intrinsically,  more  tlian  u  hit  of  pa- 
per Sa  it  is,  howTver,  Uiat  awigtiats  are  mom  cuiTent  The 
again.  1  he  MarHciltatsc  Hymn  xiing  every  night,  ami 
fwt,  »•  Tnmhitx  Tyrana."  always  n-ceiv-ed  with  ap|ilaiisr. 
Tbr  behavior  of  the  young  men  extremely  decorous  and  pro- 
kpo**  very  nnHke  the  rintnas  anil  dninken  exhibitions  I  have  been 
to  in  oAher  countries.  The  women  ugly,  and  some  most 
■e  bead-dresses.  Supper,  as  usual,  excellent :  the  ser- 
ai tbe  balel  renaricably  rlvil,  attentive,  and  h>imble.  whirh 
I  mentiMi.  btcanse  I  lure  been  bo  often  tormented  vtith  bl(H-k- 
argniBg  agalml  liberty  ami  tiiualily  as  Mibvcrfiive  or  all 
1  baTeno  where  met  with  more  roHpeotftil  attend- 
■nrc  Hiaii  hcK,  nor  l>ettcr  culertainmcnl,  and  all  Ibr  five  sliil- 
lings  m  day. 

FAnary  7,  AMf/fiy.  I  was  curious  lo  obsei-ve  Imw  this  day 
inuM  be  tofi  in  Franee.  I  believe  no  bo<ly  worked  ;  tlte  shops 
mrvhalf  opC]i,bair«hut,  at  Ihuvesi-en  tliem  nrt  holidays  in  other 
CMintne* :  tnery  body  walking  tlte  streets,  A  vessel  JVoni  Biiston 
was  vnY:ked  laHt  night  wiUiin  twenty  yards  ortlie  Daxin,  and 
aniinfortatMle  FreiKh  woman  lost,  witli  two  little  children.  She 
liati  ilnl  to  America  early  in  tlie  Revolution,  and  was  now  re- 
t»minK  til  1>er  hiivband  on  the  rt^ttirution  urtranfiuiility.  God 
Almighty  help  liimf  She  might  Iiave  been  saved  alone,  btit  pre- 
ferred to  iK-rish  with  her  inrants:  it  is  too  horrible  to  think  of. 
(Hk  my  babiem  my  babies,  if  your  little  Iwlies  were  sunk  in 
thr  Orean,  wbattdiMild  I  do'  But  you  arc  safe,  tliank  (iiul.' 
Well-  no  mnrrof  UiaL  Comedie  again;  houtiefiuiteriill,  being 
Sunday  i  Mail.  Kuii'<Me1ots  prinripal  singer  :  .juit  smh  another 
in  prnmi.  age.  manner,  and  voice,  as  tlie  late  Mrs.  Kennedy, 
but  a  much  better  actrr^'9. 
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FrfnMry  8.  An  Brrangpment  for  Paris  at  last.  Ai)  Ame- 
ni-Mi  has  a  bm<<l  coach,  a  very  goud  one,  and  ve,  ri%.  D'Au- 
cmui.  toy  fellow-traveller,  awl  I.  are  to  pay  one  louLs  a  piece 
for  our  seats,  and  oear  two-tliirds  of  the  travelling  expenses, 
poet  horses.  &c  This  is  very  romfortablc,  cheaper,  and  much 
better,  than  any  public  carriage.  We  arc  to  set  olf  early  on 
n'edneada.v :  1  have  now  waited  eight  days  on  my  companion, 
who.  by.ihe-by.  does  not  irapi-ot  c  on  urqiiaintancc ;  lie  is  as 
proud  a»  Lucifer,  and  as  mean  as  avarice  can  make  lilm.  1 
foresee  tliat  we  shall  not  live  long  together  at  Paris,  but  at  iirst 
be  »ill  be  absolutely  ncrc.>>!>ai-y  to  mo.  ••  Uamn  it,  and  aink  it, 
and  TOt  if /or  mi,"  that  I  cannot  Rpeak  Fi-eiirh.  "  Ruet  theii  call 
then  htrt."  "  OhViai  I  had  givm  that  time  to  the  tongues  that  J 
luive  tpent  in  Jencing  and  bear-biiiliiig."  Well,  "  'tisbut  in  vain," 
Kc.  With  God's  blessing,  my  little  boys  shall  speak  Fi-ench. 
Comedie  in  the  evening  as  usual. 

February  9.  My  lo^cr,  the  swindler,  has  been  too  cunning 
for  us ;  he  ha.s  engaged  tlie  foiii'th  place  in  the  coach,  so  we 
riiall  have  the  pleaKure  uf  his  romjmny  on  to  Paris.  He  certainly 
has  some  designs  on  our  |H>ckct4,  but  I  hope  he  will  find  himself 
defeated.  Wrote  to  my  family  and  to  Ur.  Reynolds  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  gave  the  lettcrn  to  Capt  Baron.  Tired  of  Havre, 
which  is  dreadfully  motiotottous,  and  U'Aucourt'a  peevishness, 
procee<ling  |KU-tly  liiun  ill  heulUi,  makes  him  not  the  pleasant- 
est  roin]Hiriy  in  llie  noHd.  (iot  our  pasNpni-ts :  engaged  poat 
horws,  \v.  I  do  no)  hear  the  Ke)mralion  fi<om  my  family  well* 
yet  1  cerluinly  do  not  nish  Uiem  at  present  in  France.  If  I  can 
make  out  my  brotlier  .Mathcw,  I  shall  be  better  off.  Poor 
P.  P.  1  shall  never  meet  with  such  another  agreeable  compa- 
nion in  a  pust-chaise.  Well,  hang  sorrow !  But  1  am  diTodfully 
low-s|iirited:  •»  Croaker  is  a  rhyme  far  joker,'*  ••  Poor  Dick!" 
Comedie  ss  usual ;  sad  trash  tliis  evening ;  a  boy  of  fillecn 
in  love  and  mai-ried :  introduced  to  his  spouse  by  his  nurse ; 
runfincd  to  his  room  by  his  papa,  and  let  out  in  order  to  be 
nianied ;  much  fitter  to  peg  a  top  or  play  marbles ;  yet  tlie  au- 
dience did  not  seem  to  feel  any  incongniity,  tliougli,  to  heighten 
Uh'  abNurdity,  lits  lover  was  Madame  Romucluis,  a  fat  woman 
of  forty.  It  was  excessively  ridiculous  to  see  her  and  the 
••  JtRmimix  de  ^iiinxe  aus"  togetlier,  and  to  bear  her  singing 
"  ladoratH  me  plaire."  She  was  vaaily  plca8od.^Tlie  dremrs 
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F  «1  the  tlieJUro  nT  Havre  arc  handsomrr  and  better  a]>)minU;d 
I  tliu)  I  liaTc  BC«n  any  where,  i'xcf|rt  at  Lonilun,  which  is  woiv- 
I  drHul.  cnnitiilcring  it  la  hut  a  Hniitll  Ht-npctK  tunti,  and  inon-  so, 
wben  uoc  tvflcrta  an  thr  prirr  of  admission.  I  suH|H>rt  tbc  Gu- 
vcmmcnt  must  assist  tlicm,  ur  1  am  sure  they  could  not  live  on 
tbo  reccipte  :  ir  in,  it  in  an  additional  trait  in  tlie  re^rmlilnncG 
itf  rbaracter  bctwwn  th«  French  and  Atlii-niana,  wiiicli  ia  moat 
striking. 

Fiknarif  10.  Up  ar  5  o'clock  ;  a  choice  carriage  lined  with 
blue  Tcl>ct :  &\k  ItorwM :  a  French  ]i«Htillian,  a  most  grotesque 
fif^n^-rurkcd  hat  and  Jiujket.  two  grc^t  wisjun  of  straw  tied 
en  111*  ihiglis.  and  a  pair  of  jack-boots,  an  big  as  two  Americnn 
chums.  ■■  Thrtr  An-sw,  {chevainxta  they  call  Ihenu)  ben'l  ijuile 
w  KtniMr  (u  otir'n."  Set  ofT  for  I'aris ;  Iluxza  .'  The  country 
8*t  ftnd  aina:iingly  populous ;  the  hnuacs  of  the  peasantry  Bcat- 
tared  as  tJtick  as  thej;  ran  lie,  about  a  mean  between  an  Gngliah 
nttsgv  tuad  an  IriAb  cabin,  or  hovel :  but  IT  the  house  be  infe- 
rior, tkere  \s  an  appcai-ance  in  tlio  spot  of  ground  about,  far 
beyond  «  bat  I  ba¥e  seen  in  England.  Kvcry  cottage  stands  in 
the  middle  of  a  panllelogram  of  perhaps  an  acre  or  two,  which 
ia  pfaintrd  with  trees,  and  I  9up)>0(W!  includca  their  potagerie, 
Kc  ;  Ibr  i)uaiitity  of  wood  tints  firattercd  over  the  face  of  the 
country  is  immense,  and  has  a  beautiful  effect ;  every  foot  of 
ground  wenu  to  me  under  cuKivation.  so  there  will  be  no  starv- 
ing. plca»  Uud,  this  year.  France,  D*Aucourt  says,  in  a  good 
year,  gm*u  one  third  more  than  she  consumes.  No  enclosures, 
but  aJJ  (itr  conntry  open :  excepting  that  circumstance,  not  un- 
likr  Vorlibirr.  which  I  look  u|>on  as  tlic  finest  part  of  Kngland ; 
an  orchard  to  every  cottago,  bcjiideN  rows  of  apple  ti-ees,  wilh- 
out  intermbciioB,  by  the  mad  side.  Why  might  it  not  he  so  in 
iriAn-  cwmtriw,  whose  climate  differs  but  very  little  fixtm  that  of 
Vaimmdy!  ThitJt  9/ Ikis.  The  country  still  flat  its  a  howling 
gnen.  but  a»  interesting  a.s  mucii  wood  and  the  most  prrle«t 
critiration  ran  make  it  Again  and  again  delighted  with  the 
fn^ectof  the  abundant  harvest  which  a  few  uiontlis  will  pro- 
dace.  No  Ktreamn  nor  meadows,  but  all  tilled :  roads  excel- 
leat.  Arrive  at  Rouen  at  two  Imuni  after  nightfall ;  a  beautiful 
ajifavark  to  llic  town  through  a  noble  avenue  of  treeit,  1  believer 
"Jwr  it  triu  m  dark,  Hal,  tlum  anittUt  not  srr  thy  /itind."  Lodge 
at  llw  Hotel  d'Egalite. 
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February  1 1.  Set  off  al  lU  oVlo?k,  A  liill  immcttiately  over 
Roupn  of  immriisc  lioight.  and  so  ati'op  tliat  the  road  in  rut  in 
trarrrsra.  Vlicn  at  Die  tap.  a  most  niagiiiricnit  prospirt  to  look 
back  over  Normandy,  with  Bouen  at  your  fc*t,  and  the  Seine 
winding  beautifully  thmiigh  the  landscape.  Tlie  fare  of  the 
country-  pretti-  niurh  as  vesterday.  oxoe]it  tliat  tlie  rottages  arc 
not  so  much  detarhed,  bnt  rather  rnllertetl  in  small  hamlets  ; 
a  mean  appeai-ance.  and  far  inferior  in  all  rrs|)erts.  Tlie  little 
plantatioas  around  the  rottagrs  set  them  oif  and  liide  all  deferta ; 
but  here  they  iii-e  grouped  togctlirr  and  completely  exposed : 
yet  still  they  are  I'ur  ttryoud  the  cottages  I  liave  been  uaed  to 
sec.  Very  few  towns,  anil  those  nf  a  sonibi-r  appearance :  tlie 
maiiu  far  taring  lov\nn  of  Engliinil  bryond  all  comparison  supe- 
rior. Tlie  heaut^of  Franreisin  thecountr)'.  Pass  two  or  three 
duiteaux,  which  arc  very  thinly  scattered  :  all  siiut  up  and  de- 
serted, tlieir  masters  liaving  bi-en  either  guillotined,  or  being 
now  on  tlie  right  [rix.  the  wrimg)  bank  of  the  Rhine,  in  gene- 
ral they  are  in  a  bad  taste :  no  imju'ovements  ai-ouiid  them,  as 
in  England,  but  built  close  on  the  roa<l.  and  gencnilly  a  dirty 
little  hamlet  annexed,  the  wretched  habitation  of  the  slaves  of 
tlie  feudal  system.  Well !  all  those  tilings  are  past  and  gone» 
just  as  if  thev  had  never  been.  1  can  see  the  genius  of  the 
Frencli  noblesse  wa))  not  adapted  to  the  rouiiti?.  In  England^ 
I  suppose  the  seats  nf  the  gentry-,  in  the  Hanie  kind  of  rountry, 
would  be  as  one  hundred  to  one.  Pass  a  beautiful  valley,  with  a 
stream,  the  lii-st  I  have  >«>ni.  winding  Ihntugh  it  and  mounts 
Bcrond  hill  almost  at  high  us  that  above  Rouen.  Table  land  rulti- 
vateil  as  before,  tlial  is  to  say.  witliout  one  foot  of  ground  wast- 
ed. 1*0  my  utter  asttmisliment.  a  lui'gc  flock  of  sliecp !  Wba^ 
sheep  ill  France  !  1  suppose  they  must  have  swam  over  from 
England.  Anotlierllock — another:  "ThegitarmineeyebaU$." 
I  could  w  ish  John  Bull  were  here  for  one  hall'  hour,  just  to  look 
at  the  fields  of  wheat  that  I  am  passing.  It  ia  impossible  to 
conceive  higher  niltivalinn  :  1  have  seen  notliiiig  of  a  com  coun- 
try like  it  ill  England.  The  road  this  day  but  middling.  Sleep 
III  Magny. 

Frbruurs  IS.  A  most  blistering  bill  for  supper,  fcr.  In 
great  indignation,  and  tlie  more  so,  because  I  could  not  acoM 
in  French.  Passion  is  eloquent,  but  all  my  figures  of  speech 
wrru  hiat  on  the  Undloi<d.    If  this  extortion  resulted  fran  aa^ 
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scarcityv  I  would  submit  in  silence ;  but  it  is  downright  vil- 
lany.  Well!  <•*!?«  hut  in  Tain,"  iiteimlly.  Set  off  in  a  very 
ill  bunion  but  soon  i-econciied  to  my  las.ses  by  the  smiling  ap- 
pearance of  the  country.  Still  flat,  and  richly  cultivated.  Break- 
fast at  Pontoise.  The  serenity  of  my  teiuiier,  which  I  had  just 
recovered,  ruffled  completely  by  a  second  bill.  ••Lintdlords  have 
fiinty  hearts;  no  tears  ain  move  tlienu*-  This  comes  of  riding 
iu  fine  carriagea,  with  velvet  linings!  We  ai'c  downright  Jli* 
lords  dnglais,  and  they  certainly  make  us  pay  for  our  titles. 
Several  \iiieyards.  the  first  1  liavc  met  with.  An  uninten-upted 
succession  of  corn,  vines,  anil  orchainls,  as  far  as  the  eye  can 
reach,  rich  and  riant  beyond  description.  I  set*  now  clearly  that 
Jolm  Bull  will  be  able  to  sUirve  France.  St^Demjs — The  building 
for  washing  the  niyal  linen  turned  into  an  arsenal,  and  a  pa- 
lace into  a  ban*ack  fm'  the  Gendarmerie:  achurcli,  with  the  iii- 
scnption — "Le  peuple  Francais  recommit  retre  Supreme^  et 
Vimmortaliti  de  L'ame. — GroscaUlou — Several  windmills  turn- 
ing, as  if  tliey  wxrc  grinding  corn,  but,  to  be  sure,  they  have 
none  to  grind:  an  artful  fctcii  to  (U*ceivc  the  worthy  Mr.  Bull, 
and  make  him  believe  tltere  is  still  some  bi-eiid  in  France.  In 
sight  of  Paris  at  last.    Uuzza!  Huzza! 

1  have  now  ti*avelled  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  France, 
and  1  do  not  think  I  have  si^en  one  hundi*ed  and  fifty  acres  un- 
cultivated; the  very  orchards  ai*e  under  grain.  All  the  mills  I 
liave  seen  were  at  work,  and  all  the  chateaux  shut  up,  witliout 
exception.  Paris — Stop  at  the  lioiel  des  Etrangers^  Hue  H- 
viemief  a  magnificent  house,  but,  I  foresee,  as  dear  as  the  devil; 
my  apartment  in  the  third  story  very  handsomely  furnished,  kc. 
tat  Mty  francs  per  month,  and  so  in  pro|M>rtion  for  a  shorter 
tiine ;  much  chcaiier  t\\vn  the  Adelphi  and  other  hotels  in  Lon- 
don ;  but  1  will  not  stay  hei-e  ihv  all  that — !  must  get  into  pri- 
vate lodgings.  At  6  o'clock,  dinner  with  D'Aucourt  at  the  Re- 
ilmmUMir^M  in  tlie  m^aison  Egalite.  formerly  tiie  Palais  Uoyal, 
whirb  Is  within  fifty  yards  of  our  hotel.  Tlie  bill  of  fare  |.rint- 
edy  as  lai-gc  as  a  play  bill,  with  the  price  of  every  tiling  marked. 
I  am  ashamed  to  say  so  much  on  tlie  subject  of  eating,  but  I 
have  been  so  often  bored  with  the  famine  in  France,  that  it  is, 
in  some  degree^  necessary  to  dwell  u|>on  it.  Our  dinner  •\as  a 
aoHp^  roost  fowl,  fried  carp,  sallads  ol  two  kinds,  a  botJe  of 
Borgundyy  coffee  after  ilinner.  and  a  i^Uxss  of  lirpieur.  with  ex- 
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cellrnt  breail — (1  forgot,  wchad  cauiiflowors  and  sauce.)— and 
oar  bill  fortko  wliole.  wine  and  all.  was  1,500  litTes.  in  aitsig- 
nats.  which,  at  the  present  rate,  (the  Louis  bring  6.500  Hvres,) 
is  exactly  4*.  7^^d.  sterling.  What  would  I  have  given  to  have 
bad  P.  P.  with  mc!  Indeed  we  would  have  discussed  another 
bottle  of  tlie  Burgundy,  or.  by'r  Lady,  some  two  or  three.— 
**  The  rogue  hat  fiTfit  me  medidnes  to  make  me  tare  hitm  Vet! 
I  have  drank  medidnes."  1  wisli  to  Ghid  our  bill  of  fare  was 
{HKited  on  tlie  Royal  Exrhange,  for  John  Bull's  edification.  1  dd 
not  tliink  lie  would  dine  much  better  for  tlie  money,  even  at  tbc 
London  Tavern,  especially  if  be  drank  such  Burgundy  as  we 
did.  The  saloon  in  which  we  dined  was  magnificent,  illuminated 
with  patent  lamps,  and  looking  glasses  of  immense  size  ;  the 
company  of  a  fashionable  appearance,  full  as  much  as  ever  1 
have  seen  at  tlie  Bedford  Coffee  House  ;  in  ^ort,  every  Dung 
wore  a  complete  apiiearancc  of  opulence  and  Inxury.  Walked 
round  the  Palais  Royal,  but  too  dark  to  see  any  thing.  Ascend 
a  sliop  kept  by  J.  B.  Louvet  Coffee  houses  all  full  as  they  can 
hold,  hut  did  not  go  into  one  of  tlirm.  D*Aucourt  grumbling  at 
tlie  appearance  of  tilings  notbeinghalf  so  brilliant  as  formerly: 
believe  he  Ls  fibbing  a  little.    Bed! 

Frb.  13.  Capt  Sisson,  witli  whom  we  travelled  up,  called  to 
breakfast  Settled  our  account  of  expenses.  From  UavTe  to 
Paris  is  160  miles,  ur  tliereahouts.  We  lay  two  nights  on  the 
road.  We  were  charged  once  or  twice  extravagantly.  We  were 
driven  with  four,  five,  and.  during  tuo  stages,  with  six  bones, 
and  yet  our  expense  for  tlie  wlicrie  was  but  sixty  crowns,  or 
£  IS  sterling,  wiiich  was  £5  a  piece.  In  England,  to  tra>'el 
tlie  same  distance,  with  four  horses,  would  lia\-e  cost  ua,  at  dw 
very  lowest,  double  the  money.  So  mucli  for  Uie  relative  ex- 
pense of  the  two  countries,  which  1  am  fond  of  comparing,  and 
I  think  I  know  England  pretty  well.  Council  of  war  wdth 
BWucourt  Agree  to  keep  close  for  a  day  or  two.  until  wf  get 
French  clothes  made,  and  then  pay  my  first  visit  to  Monrac^ 
{the  American  Ambassador]  and  deliver  my  letten-  In  the 
mean  time  to  make  inquiries.  Theflirecfoire  £a»ciifif  bare  pre- 
sented General  Jourdan  with  six  horses,  magnificently  capari- 
soned, a  sword,  and  a  case  of  {Htibila.  What  a  pnsent  for  a  Re- 
publican General !  I  observe  they  have  given  nothing  to  Picbegra. 
It  Inolu  odd  that  he  abould  be  passed  over.    Do  they  intend  to 


JOURNAL  OF  FEBRUARY,  1796.  9 

Ix  tlie  public  attention  on  Jourdan?  Mnd  this.  I  should  be 
80IT}-  if  Pichogi-u  writ?  thrown  into  the  shade.  In  the  evening, 
at  tlie  Grand  Optra,  Theatre  de$  ArtSn  Ipldgenie.  The  theatre 
magnificent^  and,  I  should  judge,  about  one  hundred  performers 
in  tlie  orchestra.  Tlic  dresses  most  beautiful,  and  a  scrupulous 
attention  to  the  costume  in  all  the  decorations,  which  I  have  never 
seen  in  London.  The  performers  were  completely  Grecian  sta- 
tues animated,  and  I  never  saw  so  manifestly  tlic  superiority  of 
tlie  taste  of  the  ancients  in  dress,  especially  the  women.  Iphigenie 
{La  dtagennt  Cherm)  was  dressed  entirely  in  white,  without  the 
least  ornament,  and  nothing  can  be  imagined  more  truly  elegant 
ami  picturesque.  The  acting  admirable,  but  the  singing  very 
inferior  to  that  of  the  Haymarkct  The  French  cannot  sing  like 
tlie  Italians.  Agamemnon  excellent  Clytemnestra  still  better. 
Achilles  abominable,  and  more  applauded  tlian  either  of  them. 
Sung  in  the  old  French  style,  which  is  most  detestable,  shaking 
and  warbling  on  every  note ;  vile!  vile!  vile!  llie  others  sung  in 
a  style  sufficiently  correct  The  ballet,  VOffrande  A  la  Libert e^ 
most  superb.  In  the  centre  of  the  stage  was  the  statue  of  Li- 
berty, witli  an  altar  blazing  before  her.  She  was  surrounded 
by  the  characters  in  the  opera,  in  tlteir  beautiful  Grecian  habits. 
The  civic  air  *^  Feillons  au  $alut  de  PEmpire^'*  was  sung  by  a 
powerful  bass,  and  received  with  ti-ansport  by  tlie  audience. 
Whenever  tlie  word  <*  esdavage*^  was  uttered,  it  operated  like 
an  electric  shock.  The  Marseillaise  hymn  was  next  sung,  and 
produced  still  greater  enthusiasm.  At  the  word,  <<  Aux  armes 
eUajfens/**  all  tlie  performers  drew  tlieir  swords,  and  tlie  females 
tamed  to  them  as  encouraging  them.  Before  the  last  vei*se, 
there  was  a  short  pause,  the  time  of  tlie  music  was  changed  to 
a  very  slow  movement,  and  supported  only  by  the  flutes  and 
oboea ;  a  beautiful  procession  entered;  first  little  children  like 
dtemlM»  with  baskets  of  flowers ;  these  were  followed  by  boys, 
■  ttlfle  more  advanced,  with  white  javelins  (tlie  Hasta  pira  of 
the  MKients)  in  their  hands.  Then  came  two  beautiful  female 
flgmb  moving  like  the  graces  themselves,  with  torches  blaz- 
ing ;  these  were  followed  by  four  negroes,  characteristically 
dbeawdy  and  carrying  two  tripods  between  them,  which  they 
phoed  reqyectfolly  on  each  side  of  the  altar :  next  came  as  many 
AmericaM^  in  the  pictoresque  dress  of  Mexico,  and  these  were 
Uawed  by  an  immense  crowd  of  other  performers,  variously 
Vmu  II— 2 
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habited,  who  ranged  themselves  on  both  sides  of  the  stage  Tlie 
little  childi'en  then  approached  the  altar  witli  their  baskets  of 
flowei*s  which  they  laid  before  the  goddess ;  tlie  i-cst  in  their 
turn  siicceetled,  and  hung  tlie  altar  and  tlie  base  of  tlie  statue 
witli  garlands  and  wreatlis  of  roses :  the  two  females  ^^ith  tlie 
torches  approachetl  tlie  ti'ipods,  and,  just  touching  tliem  \^itli 
the  fire,  they  kindled  into  a  blaze.  The  whole  tlien  knelt 
down,  and  all  of  this  was  executed  in  cadence  to  the  music,  and 
with  a  grace  beyond  desi^ription.  The  first  pai't  of  tlic  last  vei'se, 
^*^mour  sacri  dc  la  patrie^**  was  then  sung  slowly  and  solemnly, 
and  the  wnnls  •*  Liberti^  Liberie*  cherie^**  witli  an  em[)liasis  which 
affected  me  most  powerfully.  All  tliis  was  at  once  iiathetic  and 
sublime,  beyond  what  I  had  ever  seen,  or  could  almost  imagine  ; 
but  it  was  followed  by  an  incident  which  crowned  tlie  whole, 
and  i-endered  it  indeed  a  siiectacle  worthy  of  a  free  republic: 
At  the  wonis  "wiiuv  armes^  citoyensi*-  tlie  music  changed  again 
to  a  martial  style,  the  iierformers  sprung  on  their  feet,  and 
in  an  instant  the  stage  was  filled  with  National  Guaitls,  who 
nislied  in  with  bayonets  fixed,  tlieu*  sabiv«  drawn,  and  tlieir 
tri-color  flag  flying.  It  would  be  impossible  to  describe  tlie  ef- 
fect of  this.  I  never  knew  what  enthusiasm  was  before,  and 
what  heightened  it  beyond  all  conception  was.  tliat  tlie  men  I 
saw  befoiv  me  were  not  hiiTlings,  acting  a  part ;  the}  were  what 
they  seenuHl,  French  citizens  flying  to  ai'iiis,  to  rescue  tlieir 
country  fr%m\  slavery.  They  were  tlie  men  who  had  precipitated 
Coboiirg  into  tlie  Saiubre,  and  driven  Clairfait  over  tlieRhinc^ 
and  weiv.  at  tliis  very  incmient,  on  the  eve  of  again  hurrying  to 
the  b'ontiers.  to  encounter  fresh  dangers  and  gain  fresh  gloiy. 
This  was  what  made  tlie  spectacle  interesting  beyond  all  de- 
scription. I  would  willingly  sail  agaui  from  New  Vorktoeiijoy 
again  what  1  felt  at  that  nuunent.  Set  the  ballets  of  the  Majf- 
market  beside  this!  This  sublime  s]iectacle  concluded  the  ballet; 
but  why  must  1  give  it  so  poor  a  name?  It  was  followed  by  a 
ballet,  which  one  might  call  so,  but  even  this  was  totally  diifer- 
ent  tmnx  what  tliey  used  to  be.  The  National  Guards  were  in- 
trotluced  agiiin.  and,  uistead  of  dancing,  at  kast  three-fourths 
of  tlie  esdiibition  were  military  evolutions*  wiiich.  it  should  seem, 
are  moiT  now  to  the  French  taste  than  allemandes  and  minuets 
and  pas  de  deux.  So  besti  It  is  curious  now  to  consider  at  what 
rate  one  may  see  all  this.   I  paid  lor  my  scat  in  the  boxes  150 
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livres,  in  assignats,  which,  at  tlic  present  rate,  is  very  nearly 
sixjienre  sterling.  The  highest  price  seats  were  but  200  livi-es, 
which  is  eightjience.  I  mention  this  principally  to  introduce  a 
conjecture  which  stnick  mc  at  Havre,  but  which  seems  much 
more  probable  hei*e^  that  the  Grovemment  sup[ioi*ts  the  tlieatres 
privately.  And,  in  France,  it  is  excellent  policy,  where  the 
people  are  so  much  addicted  to  spectacles,  of  w  hich  there  ai*e 
now  about  twenty  in  Paris,  and  all  full  every  night.  What 
would  my  dearest  love  have  felt  at  tlie  "  Offrande  d  la  liberie?** 
Feb.  14.  Dined  at  a  tavern  in  a  room  covered  witli  gilding 
and  looking  glasses  down  to  the  floor.  Superb  beyond  any 
thing  I  had  seen.  It  was  the  Hotel  of  the  Chancellor  to  the 
Duke  of  Orleans.  Thei-e  went  much  misery  of  tlie  people  to 
the  painting  and  ornamenting  of  that  room,  and  now  it  is  open 
to  any  one  to  dine  for  thive  shillings.  *<  J^fake  aristocracy  laugh 
at  that.**  But  Paris  now  yields  so  many  thousand  instances  of 
a  similar  complexion  that  nobody  minds  them.  Comedie,  ballet, 
(improperly  so  callefl)  I^  chant  dn  depart.  A  battalion  under 
anns.  with  their  knapsacks  at  their  backs,  ready  to  march, 
with  tlieir  officers  and  a  i-epresentative  of  the  people  (whom  P.  P. 
would  call  a  tyrant)  at  tlieir  head.  On  one  side  of  tlie  stage  a 
group  of  venerable  figure^s  wpresenting  the  parents  of  the  war- 
riors. On  the  other,  a  band  of  females,  who,  I  can  ventuiv  to 
say,  were  not  selected  for  tlieir  ugliness,  apix^ared  as  their 
wives  and  lovers,  and  a  number  of  beautiful  children  were 
scatteiied  over  the  stage-  The  representative  began  tlie  song, 
which  was  answered  by  the  soldiei's ;  the  next  verse  was  sung 
by  the  women,  and  1  leave  it  to  any  man  with  a  soul  capable  of 
feeling,  what  tlie  cRect  of  such  a  song  from  such  beautiful  beings 
must  have  been.  The  next  was  sung  by  tlie  old  men,  and,  at 
tiie  end  of  it,  the  little  boys  and  girls  ran  in  amongst  the  sol- 
diery* who  caught  them  up  in  their  arms  and  caressed  them. 
BoniB  of  the  little  fellows  pulled  oiT  the  grenadiers*  caps,  and 
pot  tfaem  on  their  own  heads,  whilst  othei-s  were  strutting  about 
with  great  sabres  longer  than  tJiemselves.  At  length  the  bat- 
teKoB  was  formed  again  and  filed  off,  the  representative  and 
offoen  saluting  the  audience  as  they  jKissed,  whilst  the  women 
and  diildren  were  placed  on  an  eminence,  and  waved  their  hands 
to  Aem  as  fliey  passed  along.  Nothing  could  exceed  tlic  pcaTs 
«f  apfdanae  when  the  ensign  passed  with  the  tri-color  flag  dis- 
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played.  Htre  teas  no  JiciUnij  and  tliat  it  was  which  gave  it 
an  inteiTst,  that  di-ew  the  teat's  irresistibly  into  my  eyes. — 
N.^B.  Fi*om  all  this  it  is  evident  that  tlie  French  aiv  a  nation 
of  cannibals*  incapable  of  human  feeling*  and  that  John  Bull 
will  just  begin  at  die  banks  of  tlic  M'ahal,  and  never  stop  'till 
he  has  driven  tliem  into  the  Me<liten'aneaii. 

Feh.  15.  Went  to  Monroe*s.  the  Ambassador,  and  delivered 
in  my  passport  and  lettei-s.  Received  vei*}'  politely  by  Monroe, 
who  inquired  a  great  deal  into  the  state  of  tlie  public  mind  in 
America,  which  1  answered  as  well  as  I  could,  and  in  a  manner 
to  satisfy  him  pretty  well  as  to  my  omn  sentiments.  I  inquired 
of  him  where  I  was  to  deliver  my  despatches.  He  informed 
me,  at  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Aflairs  and  ga^-e  me  his  ad- 
dress. I  then  rose  and  told  him  tliat  when  he  had  i^ead  B *s 

letter,  (which  was  in  cypher)  he  would.  I  hope,  find  me  excused 
in  taking  the  liberty  to  call  again.  He  answered,  he  would  be 
happy  at  all  times  to  see  me.  and.  after  he  had  inquired  about 
Hamilton  Rowan,  how  he  liked  America,  ^c,  I  took  my  leave, 
and  returned  to  his  office  for  my  passport  The  Secretary 
smoked  me  for  an  Irishman  directly,  d  la  bonne  heure.  Went 
at  tliree  oVIoc^k  to  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Rue  du 
Bacq.  471  Delivered  my  passport,  and  inquired  for  some  one 
who  spoke  English.  Introduced  immediately  to  the  Chef  de 
Bureau.  Lamare.  a  man  of  an  exceedingly  plain  appearance. 
I  showed  my  letter,  and  told  him  I  wished  for  an  opportunity 
to  deliver  it  into  the  Minister*s  hands.  He  asketl  mc,  ^*  would 
^*  it  not  do  if  he  took  ciiarge  of  it'*  I  answered,  he  undoubt- 
edly knew  tlie  official  form  best  but  if  it  was  not  irregular,  I 
sliould  consider  myself  much  obligetl,  by  being  allo^^-ed  to  deli- 
ver it  in  i)ei*son.  He  tlien  brought  me  into  a  niagiuficent  anti* 
chamber,  where  a  general  officer  and  another  person  were 
WTiting,  and,  after  a  few  minutes  delay,  I  was  introdaced  to 
the  Minister,  Chai*les  de  la  Croix,  and  delivered  my  letteri 
which  he  opened,  and  seeing  it  in  cypher,  he  told  me,  in  Frenclu 
he  was  much  obliged  to  me  for  the  trouble  I  had  taken,  and 
that  the  Seci'etary  would  give  me  a  receipt,  acknowledging  the 
deliver}'.  I  then  made  my  bow  and  retired  with  flie  Secretary, 
the  Minister  seeing  us  to  the  door.  He  is  a  respectable  looking 
man ;  I  should  judge  him  near  sixty,  and  has  very  much  flie  air 
of  a  bishop.   The  Secretaiy  has  given  me  a  reoeipt»  of  yMdk 
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llie  following  is  a  translation:  ^<I  have  received  from  Mr. 
'•James  Smitli,  a  letter  addressed  to  tlie  Committee  of  Public 
*•  Safety,  and  which  he  tells  me  comes  from  the  citizen  Adet^  Min* 
<<  istcr  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic  at  Philadelpiiiaf 
•<  Paris,  26th  Pluviose,  third  year  of  the  French  Republic  The 
<<  Secretary  General  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Lamare."  I  have 
thus  broken  tlie  ice.  In  a  day  or  two  I  shall  return  for  my 
passport 

I  am  perfectly  pleased  w  ith  my  reception  at  Monroe's  and 
at  the  MiniKter*8,  but  can  form  no  possible  conjecture  as  to  the 
evenL  The  letter  being  in  cypher,  he  could  form  no  guess,  as 
to  whom  I  might  be,  or  what  might  be  my  business.  All  I  can 
say.  is,  that  I  found  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  access  to  him; 
that  his  behavior  was  extremely  affable  and  polite,  and,  in  a 
word,  tliat  if  I  have  no  ground  to  augur  any  thing  good,  neither 
hsLve  I  reason  to  expect  any  thing  bad.  All  is  in  equUibrio.  I 
have  now  a  day  or  tw*o  to  attend  to  my  private  affairs,  and  the 
first  must  be  tliat  of  Mr.  W.  Browne  (my  brother  Matthew.) 
Opera  in  the  evening.  The  <^  Cluint  du  deparf*  again.  I  lose 
tbree-fiMirihs  of  the  pleasure  I  should  otiierwise  feel,  for  the 
want  of  my  dear  love,  or  my  friend  P.  P.  to  share  it  with.  How 
they  would  glory  in  Paris  just  now.  And  then  the  Burgundy 
every  day  at  the  restaurateurs.  Poor  P.  P.,  he  is  the  only  pos- 
sible bearable  companion,  except  tlie  boys.    Well  <*  Ti$  but  in 

Ftbruarfi  16.  Walked  out  alone  to  see  sights.  The  ThuiUe- 
ties,  the  Ltmvre,  Fatitnetiff  ^c  superb.  Paris  a  thousand 
times  DHM«  magnificent  than  London,  but  less  convenient  for 
ttoee  wbo  go  afoot  Saw  two  companies  of  grenadiers,  in  Ae 
(urdea  of  the  Thuilleries,  the  first  I  have  met  All  very  fine 
feDowa^  iNit  without  the  air  mUitaire  of  private  sentinels ;  many 
fa  tte  ranks  have  the  appearance  of  gentlemen  in  soldiers'  coatSy 
wtit  en  tte  whole,  they  exactly  resembled  two  companies  of 
hUk  vobnteers,  as  I  have  seen  them  in  that  country,  in  the 
jroutb  and  innocence.  These  are  the  youth  of  the 
leqaiiitioii.  Their  uniform  blue,  faced  white,  red  cape 
wd  ciftp  red  ahoalder  knots,  and  plumes  in  their  hats,  white 
vMt  and  breeches,  black  stocks  and  gaiters.  I  think  them 
is  Igire  to  any  men  I  have  ever  seen  of  their  number. 
The  ipqmm!  only  to  think  what  a  thing  fashion  is!  Hie 
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French  women  have  been  alwayn  remarkable  for  fine  hair,  and, 
therefore,  at  piTsent  they  all  prefer  to  wear  wigs.  They  ac- 
tually roll  and  pin  up  their  own  bcautirul  tresses,  so  tliat  they 
become  invisible^  and  over  them  they  put  a  little  shock  pemwig. 
Damn  their  wigs  !  I  wish  they  wei'c  all  burnt,  but  it  is  the 
fashion,  and  that  is  a  solution  for  every  nbsiii'dity.  In  the  even- 
ing walkeil  to  the  Palais  Royal ;  filled  witli  tiie  military',  moat 
of  tliem  su|)crb  figures.  I  do  not  mean  as  to  dress,  but  air, 
manners,  and  gait.  I  now  perceive  the  full  import  of  tlie  ex- 
pression, an  armed  nation,  and  I  tliink  I  know  a  country,  tJiat, 
for  its  extent  and  population,  could  produce  as  many  and  as  fine 
fellows  as  France.  AVell,  all  in  good  time-  It  will  be  abiiolute- 
ly  necessiiry  to  adopt  measui*es  similar  to  those  which  have 
raised  and  cherished  tliis  spirit  here,  if  ever  God  Almighty  is 
pleased,  in  his  gcMNlness,  to  enable  us  to  shake  off  our  chains. 
I  tliink  Ireland  would  be  formidable  as  an  armed  nation. 

Fthniary  17.  Went  at  one  o'clock  to  the  Minister's  bureaa* 
for  my  pass)x>rt.  A  clerk  tells  me  tliat  a  )iei*son  called  yester- 
day, in  my  name,  and  got  it  I  assured  him  I  knew  nobody  in 
Paris,  and  had  not  sent  any  one  to  demand  it,  and  reminded 
him  that  it  was  on  this  day  he  had  desired  me  to  call.  He  look- 
ed very  blank  at  this,  and  just  then  the  princiiuil  Secretary 
coming  up,  I  informed  him  of  what  had  hapix^ned.  He  recol- 
lected me^  immediately,  and  tcdd  me  tlie  Minister  wished  to  sec 
me,  and  had  sent  to  tlie  Ambassador  to  leani  my  address*  I 
answered  I  slioidd  attend  him  whenever  he  please-d ;  he  replied, 
<«  instantly,*'  and,  accordingly,  I  followed  him  into  the  Minis- 
ter's cabinet^  who  received  me  very  politely.  He  told  me,  in 
French,  that  he  had  had  the  letter  I  brought  dec3^hered,  and 
laid  instantly  before  tlie  Dii-ectoire  Executif,  who  considered 
the  contents  as  of  tlie  g^atest  importance;  tliat  tlieir  intentions 
were,  that  I  should  go  immediately  to  a  gentleman,  whom  he 
would  give  me  a  letter  to,  and.  as  he  spoke  both  languages  per- 
fectly and  was  confidential,  that  I  should  explain  myself  to  him 
without  reserve ;  that  his  name  was  Madgett.  I  answered,  that  I 
knew  him  by  reputation,  and  had  a  letter  of  introduction  to 
him,  but  did  not  consider  myself  at  liberty  to  make  myself 
known  to  any  person,  without  liis  KppnimiijaKu  He  answered 
that  I  might  communicate  with  Madgett,  witiwat  tbit  least 
serve;  sat  down  and  wrote  a  note  to  him,  which  he  gave 
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I  then  took  my  leave,  the  Minister  seeing  me  to  the  door.  I 
mention  tliese  minute  circumstances  of  my  i-eception,  not  tiiat  I 
am  a  man  to  be  too  mucii  elevated  by  the  attentions  of  any  man 
in  any  station,  at  least,  1  hope  so,  but  that  I  consider  tlio  re^ 
spect  shown  to  me,  by  De  la  Croix,  as  really  shown  to  my  mis- 
sion, and.  of  roui*se^  tlic  i*eadiness  of  access,  and  tlic  extreme 
ci\iiity  of  reception,  that  1  experience,  I  feel  as  so  many  favor- 
able presages.  I  have  been  at  the  bureau  twice,  and  botli  times 
have  been  admitted  to  the  Minister*s  cabinet  witliout  a  minute's 
delay.  8ui-ely  all  tliis  looks  well.  Tlie  costume  of  the  Minister 
was  singular :  I  have  said,  alreaily,  tliat  he  had  the  presence  of 
a  bishop.  He  was  di-essed,  to-day,  in  a  grey  silk  robe  de  cham- 
bre,  under  which  he  woi*e  a  kind  of  scai*let  cassock  of  satin, 
witli  rose  colored  silk  stockings,  and  scarlet  ribbands  in  his 
shoes.  I  believe  he  has  as  much  tlie  manners  of  a  gentleman 
as  Lord  Gi-enville.  I  mention  tliese  little  circumstsmces,  be- 
cause I  know  they  will  be  interesting  to  her  whom  I  prize 
above  my  life,  ten  tliousand  tinfkes.  There  are  about  six  persoas 
in  the  world  who  will  read  these  detached  memorandums  with 
pleasure :  to  every  one  else  they  would  api)ear  sail  stuff.  But 
tliey  are  only  for  the  women  of  my  family,  for  the  boys,  if  ever 
we  meet  again,  and  for  my  friend  P.  P.  Would  to  God  he  were 
here  just  now.  Well,  <«  if  wishes  were  horses,  beggars  wmild 
**  riile."  And  tiiei-e  is  another  curious  quotation,  equally  ap- 
plicable, on  tlie  subject  of  wishing,  which  1  scorn  to  make.  Set 
oflT  for  Madgett*fl  and  delivei'cd  my  letter.  Madgett  delighted 
to  see  me,  tells  me  he  has  the  gi*eatest  exiiectation  our  business 
will  be  taken  up  in  the  most  serious  maimer ;  that  the  attention 
of  the  French  (government  is  now  tunieii  to  Ireland,  and  tliat 
tte  stability  and  form  it  had  assumed,  gave  him  the  strongest 
hagm  of  success ;  tliat  he  had  written  to  Hamilton  Rowan, 
about  a  BKHitli  since,  to  ref|uest  I  might  come  over  instantly,  in 
orte  to  confer  with  tlie  French  Grovemment,  and  determine  on 
Ott  acocooary  arrangements,  and  tliat  he  had  done  this  by  order 
of  tte  Fkench  Executive.  He  then  asked  me  had  I  brought  any 
fapanur  credentials ;  I  answered  that  I  only  brought  the  letter 
of  Adet  to  flie  Executive,  and  one  to  the  American  Ambassa- 
dor, that  I  had  destroyed  a  few  others  on  the  passage,  including 
saa  fram  Mr.  Bowan  to  himself,  as  we  wei-e  chased  by  a  Ber- 
in;  ihaly  as  to  credentials,  the  only  ones  I  had,  or  that  the 
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natnrc  of  the  case  would  permit,  I  had  shown  to  Adet  on  my 
first  arrival  in  Philailelphia,  in  August  last.  That  tliese  were 
the  vote  of  thanks  of  tlie  General  Committee  of  tlie  Catliolics 
of  Ireland^  for  my  seniccs  as  their  agent  signed  by  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Bynie  and  the  two  secretaries.  Richard  M*Cormick  and 
John  Swectman,  and  dated  in  April.  1793.  A  second  vote  of 
thanks  fram  tlie  Catliolicii  of  Dublin,  signed  by  tlie  Chairman 
and  Secretary,  and  the  resolution  of  the  Belfast  regiment  of 
volunteers,  electing  me  an  honorary  member,  in  testimony  of 
their  confidence*  and  signed  by  the  offi(*ei-s  of  the  regiment. 
Tliese  I  had  offered  to  Adet  to  bring  wMx  me  to  France,  but  be 
said  it  was  sufficient  that  I  satisfied  him.  and,  as  tiiey  were 
large  papers,  it  would  be  running  an  unnecessary  risque  of  dis- 
cover}', in  case  we  were  stopped  by  British  crtiizers.  That  he 
would  satisfy  the  French  Executive,  and  tliat  the  fewer  papers 
of  any  kind  I  carried  tlie  better,  and.  consequently,  that  I  iiad 
brought  only  those  I  mentioned.  Madgett  then  said,  that  was 
enough,  especially  as  he  had  the  newsi>uiiers  containing  the  re- 
solutions I  mentioned,  and  that  the  French  Executive  were  al- 
ready fully  apprised  who  I  was.  He  then  added,  that  we  should 
have  ten  sail  of  tlic  line,  any  quantity  of  arms  that  were  wanted, 
and  such  money  as  was  indisjiensable,  but  tliat  this  last  was  to 
be  used  discreetly,  as  the  demands  for  it  on  all  quarters  were  so 
numerous  and  ui-gent :  and,  that  he  tliought  a  beginning  might 
be  made  through  America,  so  as  to  si^ne  both  Ireland  and 
France.  That  Is  to  say,  that  militar}'  stores  might  be  sent 
through  tliis  channel  from  France  to  Ireland,  purchased  there 
by  proper  persons,  and  provisioas,  leather.  &c  returned  in  neu- 
tral bottoms.  I  answered,  tiiis  last  measure  was  impracticable, 
on  account  of  tlie  vigilance  of  tlie  Irish  Government,  and  the 
operation  of  tlie  gunpowder  act,  which  I  explained  to  him  ;  I 
then  gave  him  a  very  short  sketch  of  what  I  considered  the 
state  of  Ireland,  laying  it  down  as  a  positum  tliat  nothing  eflbc- 
tual  could  be  done  there  unless  by  a  landing ;  that  a  French 
army  was  indispensably  necessary  as  a  paint  de  raUiementf  and 
I  explained  to  him  the  grounds  of  my  opinion.  He  then  told  me 
it  was  necessary  we  should  arrange  all  the  information  we  poe* 
sessed,  and,  for  that  purpose^  fixed  me  to  breakfast  with  him  to- 
HMHTow,  when  we  could  go  at  length  into  the  business,  and  ae 
we  parted.    N.  B.  I  sball,  in  all  my  nqpotiations  bere^  preae 
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upon  tbcm  the  necessity  of  a  landing  being  efiectuated.  If  it  is  not» 
tlic  people  will  never  move,  but  to  tiie  destruction  of  a  few 
wretcliesy  and  we  bare  had  already  but  too  much  of  that  in  Ire- 
land* A  French  army,  with  a  Genei*al  of  established  reputation 
at  their  head,  is  a  sine  qtta  wm;  Pichcgru  to  chuse,  but,  if  not» 
Jourdan.  Their  names  are  known  in  Ireland,  and  that  is  of 
great  consequence. 

Feftmary  18.  Breakfast  at  Madgett's.  Long  account,  on  my 
part,  of  tiie  state  of  Ireland  when  I  left  it,  which  will  be  found 
substantially  in  such  memoirs  as  I  may  prepare.  Madgett  assures 
uie  again  that  the  Cfovemment  here  have  their  attention  turn- 
ed most  seriously  to  Irish  affairs ;  tliat  they  feel  that  unless  they 
can  separate  Ireland  from  England,  the  latter  is  invulnerable ; 
that  they  are  willing  to  conclude  a  treaty  oflfensive  and  defen- 
sive with  Ireland,  and  atreaty  of  commerce  on  a  footing  of  reci- 
procal advantage ;  that  tliey  will  supply  ten  sail  of  the  line,  arms, 
and  money,  as  he  told  me  yesterday ;  and  that  they  were  al- 
ready making  arrangements  in  Spain  and  Holland  for  that  pur- 
pose. He  asked  me,  did  f  think  any  thing  would  be  done  in 
Ireland  by  her  spontaneous  efforts.  I  told  him,  most  certainly 
not ;  that  if  a  landing  were  once  effected,  every  thing  would  fol- 
low instantly,  but  that  that  was  indispensable ;  and  I  begged  him 
to  state  this  as  my  opinion,  to  such  persons  in  power  as  he 
mq^t  communicate  with ;  that  if  20,000  French  were  in  Ire- 
land, we  should  in  a  montli  have  an  army  of  1, 2,  or,  if  necessa- 
ry, 300,000  men«  but  that  the  poiid  d^appui  was  indispensable. 
He  said  it  appeared  so  to  him  also.  He  then  returned  to  tho 
scheme  of  importing  stores,  &c.  through  the  medium  of  Ame- 
rica. I  again  mentioned  the  difficulty  from  the  gunpowder  act, 
and  Ikt  risk  of  alarming  the  Irish  Ciovemment.  He  said  he 
still  tiMWi^  it  would  be  possible,  and  mentioned  as  a  reason, 
ftai  ei|^h[toen  brass  cannon  hail,  to  his  knowledge,  lately  been 
to  Ireland,  through  Belfast  If  tliis  be  true  it  surpri- 
not  a  littie,  but  I  i*atlicr  judge  Madgett  is  misinformed. 
I  — mi  11  id,  that  if  the  landing  were  once  effected,  tiie  measure 
w&M  be  unnecessary ;  as  in  that  event,  we  should  soon  bava 
di  tlieatons  of  tiie  kingdom  in  our  hands ;  and,  if  it  was  not 
tte  people  would  not  move,  unless  in  local  riots  and 
which  would  end  in  the  destruction  of  the  ring- 
He  seemed  struck  with  this,  and  said  he  saw  that  part 
YoL.  II— 3 
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of  the  sclicmc  was  useless.  I  then  mentioned  the  necessity  of 
having  a  man  of  reputation  at  the  licad  of  the  French  forces, 
and  mentioned  Pirhegru  or  Jourdan*  both  of  whom  ai-e  well 
known  by  character  in  Iivland.  He  tcrid  me  there  was  a  kind  of 
coolnesd  between  tlie  Executive  and  Pichegru.  (this  I  suspected 
before,)  but  that,  if  the  measuiTS  wei*c  adopted  he  might  still  be 
the  Grenenil ;  adding  tiiat  he  was  a  man  of  more  talents  than 
Jourdan.  I  answei*ed,  ^^eitlier  would  do."  He  then  desired  me 
to  prepare  a  memorial  in  fonn  for  tlie  French  Executive  as 
soon  as  possible,  which  he  would  traaslate  and  have  delivered 
in  without  delay.  AVe  iixe<l  to  dine  together  at  his  lodgings,  and 
so  parted.  There  is  one  thing  here  I  wish  to  obsen'c,  Madgett 
showed  me  the  Minister's  note,  wliich  appeai-ed  to  me  com- 
pletely confidential,  and  in  which  he  mentions  his  own  desire  to 
Ibrward  the  business  as  much  as  possilile,  as  a  friend  to  liberty 
and  to  humanity.  Tlie  Minister  also  desired  me  to  explain  my- 
self to  Madgett  without  i*esen'e.  Am  I  too  sanguine  in  believ- 
ing what  I  so  passionately  wish,  that  the  French  Executive  will 
seriously  assist  us  ? 

Fehnuiry  18,  19,  20.  At  work  in  the  morning  at  my  memo- 
rial. Call  on  Madgett  once  a  day  to  confer  with  him.  He  says 
there  will  be  sent  a  person  to  Ii*eland  immediately,  with  whom 
I  shall  have  a  confei-ence ;  and  that  it  would  be  desirable  he 
should  bring  bark  an  appointment  of  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
for  me,  in. order  to  conclude  an  alliance  offensive  and  defensiro 
with  the  Republic ;  in  wliich  case  1  should  be  acknowledged  as 
such  by  the  French  Government.  Certainly  nothing  could  be 
more  flattering  to  me  ;  however,  I  answered  tliat  such  an  ap- 
pointment could  not  be  had,  witliout  communicating  with  so 
many  pei'sons  as  might  endanger  tlie  betraying  of  the  secret  to 
the  Irish  Government :  that  I  only  desired  ci*cdit  with  the  Di- 
rectoire  Executif,  so  far  as  they  should  find  my  assertions  sup- 
jwrted  by  indisputable  facts ;  tliat  the  information  I  brought  was 
the  essential  part  and  the  credential,  though  highly  gratifying 
to  my  private  feelings,  would  be,  in  fact,  but  matter  of  form. 
That  when  a  government  was  formed  in  Irelaml  it  would  be 
time  enough  to  talk  of  embassies :  and  then,  if  my  country 
thought  me  worthy,  I  should  be  tlie  happiest  and  proudest  man 
living  to  accept  the  office  of  Ambassador  from  Ireland.  So  there 
was  an  end  to  my  appointment   I  must  wait  till  the  war  at 
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.least  is  comiueiiccd,  if  ever  it  commences,  or  perhaps  until  it  is 
over,  iflamnotknockedontheheadmcantime.  Isiiouldlikcvcry 
^-ell  to  be  the  first  Irish  Anibassadoi* ;  and  if  I  succeed  in  my  pre- 
sent business,  I  think  I  >vill  have  some  claim  to  tlie  office^  <'  O, 
•*  FarU  is  a  Jine  town  and  a  very  diamiing  city*"  If  Ireland 
wore  independent  I  could  spend  tliree  years  here  \\iH\  my  fami- 
ly, especially  my  dearest  love,  very  haj^ily.  I  dare  say  P  P. 
^onld  have  no  objection  to  a  few  months  in  the  year  a  Vliolcl 
d^Irlande.  He  is  a  dog.  Indeed,  we  would  discuss  several 
bottles  of  diplomatic  Burgundy.  But  all  tlus  is  building  castles 
in  the  air,  let  me  finish  my  memorials,  which  Madgett  tells  me 
this  day,  the  20th,  the  Minister  has  written  to  him  about  I  am 
glad  of  that  impatience.  He,  Madgett,  says  if  we  succeed,  it  is 
part  of  the  plan,  but  I  believe  he  means  his  own  plan,  to  de« 
mand  Jamaica  for  Ireland,  by  way  of  indemnity.  I  wish  w*e  had 
Ireland  without  Jamaica.  My  memorial  filled  with  clioice  facts. 
Dine  alone  every  day;  D^Aucouii;  leaWng  me  very  much  tomy- 
selft  of  which  I  am  glad.  Military  in  tlie  Palais  Royal,  superb 
figures,  (but  this  I  said  already.)  Many  fine  lads  of  20,  who 
fiave  sacrificed  an  arm  or  a  leg  to  the  libert)-  of  their  country-. 
i  could  worship  them.  ^  Tlie  Baronet  can  ca^for  aught  he  needs, 
**but  he  is  not  yet  qtUte  maister  o*  the  accent***  Very  wise  me- 
morandums for  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  planning  a  revolu* 
Uon.  Oh  Lord  !  Oh  Lord  !  Well,  '<  lis  kut  in  vain,**  &c 

Febmary  21.  Bought  tlie  Constitution  Fran^ise  at  the  shop 
of  J.  B.  Lonvet,  in  tlie  Palais  Royal,  and  received  it  from  the 
hands  of  his  wife,  so  celebrated  under  the  name  of  Lodoiska.  I 
like  her  countenance  very  much.  She  is  not  handsome,  but  very 
interertiagt  Louvet  is  one  of  tliose  who  escaped  tlie  dlst  May, 
aad  after  a  knig  conc^ment  and  a  fliousand  perils,  in  which 
IdHH^T  conducted  herself  like  a  heroine,  returned  on  the  fall 

whom  he  had  been  the  first  to  denounce,  and  re- 
ye  place  in  the  Convention.  He  is  now  a  distinguished 
^  ibfb  Canseil  des  Cinq  Cent;  supports  a  newspaper,  ^la 
^^  and  keeps  a  bocriueller's  shop  in  tiie  Palais  RoyaL 
i^M  I  lunre  seen  Lodoiska ;  I  wish  my  dearest  love  could 
kvb  I  fliink  she  would  behave  as  well  in  similar  circum- 
"Hot  coarage  and  her  afiection  have  been  tried  in  some, 
•8  criticaL  Well !  I  must  go  finish  my  memorial. 
IL  B.  BiBBBhM  been  acquitted  in  England,  I  believe  very  jusUy* 
He  win  never  set  tiie  Tliames  in  a  blaze. 
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FAntani  22.  Ftniaheil  my  memorial,  anil  delivered  a  fair 
co|^(  signed,  to  Madgett  for  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Relatione. 
Madgett  in  the  horrors.  He  trlls  me  he  has  had  a  discourse  yes- 
terday Tor  two  hours  with  tlic  Minister,  and  tliat  the  succours  he 
exjiected  will  fall  very  short  of  what  he  tlinught  That  tlie  ma- 
rine oT  Franrc.  is  in  fluch  a  state  tliat  Government  will  not  haz- 
anl  a  large  fleet ;  ami,  consequently,  that  we  must' be  content 
to  steal  a  march.  That  tliey  will  give  S.00O  of  their  best 
troops,  and  arms  for  so,  000;  tliat  they  cannot  spare  Pichc- 
gru  nor  Jourdan :  that  tliey  will  gi\'e  any  quantity  of  artillery ; 
and,  1  tliink  he  added,  what  money  might  be  necessary.  He  also 
said  they  would  first  send  proper  persons  among  the  Irish  pri- 
soners of  war,  to  sound  tlirm,  and  exchange  tliem  on  the  first 
qiportunity.  To  all  this,  at  which  1  am  not  disappointed,  I  an- 
swered, that  as  to  S,  000  men.  they  might  as  well  send  20.  That 
with  regard  to  myself,  I  would  go  if  thry  would  send  but  a  nv 
pornl's  guard,  but  that  my  oinnion  was,  that  9,000  was  as  little 
as  rould  be  landed  with  any  prospect  of  success,  and  that  fliat 
number  would  leave  tlir  matter  doubtful ;  that  if  there  could  be 
an  imposing  force  sent  in  the  first  instance,  it  would  overbear 
all  opposition,  the  nation  would  be  unanimous,  and  an  inuneme 
effUsion  of  blood  and  treasure  would  be  spared ;  the  lawof  oiun- 
ion  would  at  once  operate  in  favor  of  the  Government  whidi,  in 
fliat  case,  would  be  instantly  formed ;  and  I  pressed  particular- 
ly the  advantages  resulting  from  that  circumstance.  Ho  seem- 
ti  perfectly  satisfied  of  all  tliis,  but  equally  satisfied  tliat  it  wonld 
not  or  rather  could  not  be  done.  I  bid  him  then  remonber  that 
my  itlan  was  built  on  the  8U]^maition  of  a  powerful  support  in 
the  first  instance ;  that  I  had  particulariy  specified  so  in  my 
memorial ;  and  begged  him  to  apprize  the  minister  that  my 
opinion  was  so :  tliat,  nevertheless,  with  SfiOQ  men,  flie  bosi- 
nesa  miglit  be  attempted,  and  I  did  believe  would  succeed ;  but 
that,  in  that  case,  we  must  fight  hard  for  it ;  that,  though  I  was 
satisfied  bow  the  militia  and  krmy  would  act  in  case  of  a  pow^- 
flil  invasion.  I  couldnot  venture  to  say  what  might  be  tiieir  con- 
duct under  liie  cirramstancfs  be  mentioMd ;  tint,  if  Ihey  rtood 
by  die  GovmuBcnt,  wfaicb  it  was  poonble  ttiBy  might,  we  shonM 
hRTebotworkaTit:  that,  if  9,000  nm  mn  anrt.  they  shooM 
be  tba  vtry  flower  of  the  French  troofo,  and  a  ramkkrable  pro- 
portiim  if  ttNB  artakTr  BH^  widi  Ab  bart  Gkaanl  tti7  fMia 
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qMure.  He  interrupted  me  to  ask  who  was  kno^^n  in  Ireland 
after  Pichegni  and  Jourdan.  I  answered,  Hoche,  especially  Bince 
Us  affair  at  Quiberon.  Ho  said  he  was  sure  we  might  have 
Boche.  I  also  mentioned,  that  if  they  sent  but  5,000  men,  they 
■hould  send  a  greater  quantity  of  arms,  as  in  that  case  we  could 
not  command,  at  once,  all  the  arms  of  tlie  nation,  as  we  should 
if  they  were  able  to  send  20,000,  or  even  15,000.  I  added,  that 
•8  to  flie  prisoners  of  war,  my  advice  was  to  send  proper  persons 
among  them,  but  not  to  part  with  a  man  of  them,  until  the  land* 
ing  was  eflbcted,  and  then  exchange  them  as  fast  as  possible. 
He  promised  to  represent  all  this,  and  that  he  hoped  we  would 
get  5,000  men  at  least,  and  a  greater  quantity  of  arms.  We 
then  parted.  Now  what  is  to  be  my  plan?  Suppose  we  get  5,000 
men«  and  SO,  or  even  20,000  stand  of  arms  and  a  train  of  ar- 
tQlery:  I  conceive,  in  the  first  place,  the  embarkation  must  be 
from  Holland,  but  in  all  events  the  landing  must  be  in  the  North, 
as  near  BeUkst  as  possible.  Had  we  20,000,  or  even  15,000, 
in  Hnt  first  instance,  we  should  beg^  by  the  capital,  the  seizing 
of  which  would  secure  every  thing ;  but,  as  it  is,  if  we  cannot 
go  large  we  must  go  close-hauled,  as  the  saying  is.  With  5,000 
we  most  proceed  entirely  on  a  revolutionary  plan,  I  fear,  (that 
is  to  say,  reck<Mi  only  on  the  Sans-culottes ;)  and,  if  necessary, 
pot  every  nan,  hantj  guinea,  and  potatoe,  in  Ireland  in  requi- 
ntioiu  I  should  also  concdve  that  it  would  be  our  policy  at  first 
to  avoid  an  action,  supposingthe  Irish  army  stuck  to  the  Govern- 
ment. Every  day  would  strengthen  and  discipline  us,  and  give 
as  opportimities  to  work  upon  them.  I  doubt  whether  we  could, 
ortil  we  had  obtained  some  advantage  in  the  field,  frame  any 
body  that  wonld  venture  to  call  itself  the  Irish  Government,  but 
ffweooold,  it  would  be  of  the  last  importance.  Hang  those  who 
UBb  offsarl  With  5,000  men,  and  very  strong  measures,  we 
nldmalely  succeed.  The  only  difference  between  that 
and  80,000,  is  tiiat,  with  the  latter,  there  would  be  no 
■■d  with  this,  we  may  have  some  hard  knocks.  <<  Ten 
hmrU  are  great  vnthin  my  boeom.*'  I  think  I  will  find 
■n  who  will  figure  as  soldiers.  O  good  God,  good 
Gad!  vrimt  wonld  I  give  to  night  tliat  we  were  safely  landed, 
aid  OBoamped  on  flie  Cave  Hill.  If  we  can  find  our  vray  so  far, 
IlhhkipaihaDpaBile  John  Bull  to  work  us  out  Surely  we 
Ott  Aaaa  mfdiaaflie  Chouans  or  people  of  La  Vendee. 
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Februan/  23.  Looked  over  Painc^s  <<  Age  of  Reason,  second 
part^  Damned  trash !  HLs  wit  is*  witliout  exception,  the  vei^ 
worst  I  ever  saw.  He  is  discontented  with  the  human  figiUT, 
which  he  seems  to  think  is  not  well  constructed  for  enjoyment. 
He  lies  like  a  dog.  Ask  P.  P.  wliether  it  is  not  possible  to  be 
most  exquisitely  happy,  even  under  the  incumbrance  of  tliat 
shape  80  awkward  in  Mr.  Paine*s  eyes?  1  beg  the  gentleman 
may  speak  for  himself.  I  suppose  he  includes  tlic  female  shape 
also.  He  seems  to  have  some  hopes  that  he  shall  enjoy  immor- 
tality in  the  shape  of  a  buttei-fly.  ^^  Say*  little  ftwlish  Jlitttering 
thing."  Damn  his  nonsense!  I  wish  he  was  a  buttei-fly  with  all 
my  souL  He  has  also  discovered  that  a  spider  can  hang  from 
the  ceiling  by  her  web,  and  that  a  man  cannot ;  and  this  is  Phi- 
losaphy.  I  tliink  Paine  begins  to  dote ;  but  damn  his  trash,  as  I 
said  with  great  eloquence  already,  and  let  me  mind  my  busi- 
ness. I  must  now  write  my  own  credentials  to  the  French  lifi- 
vemment  Awkward  enough  for  a  man  to  tnimiiet  himself, 
however,  it  must  be,  and  so  ^^^Tis  butin  rattC  ^«  This  is 
«n  invaluable  quotation,  and  weai*s  like  steel ;  for  it,  amongst 
other  obligations,  I  am  indebted  to  tlie  witty  and  ingenious  lu- 
cubrations of  my  friend  P.  P.  Apropos!  I  never  wanted  the 
society,  assistance,  advice,  comfort  and  direction  of  the  said 
P.  P.  half  so  much  as  at  this  moment  I  have  a  pi*etty  serious 
business  on  my  hands,  witli  a  grand  responsibility,  and  here  1 
am,  alone,  in  tlie  midst  of  Paris,  without  a  single  soul  to  advise 
or  consult  witli,  and  nothing  in  fact  to  support  me  but  a  good 
intention.  Sad!  sad!  welt  hang  fear,  ***Ti$butinvainffor 
wMieTB  to  complain."  Dacapo.  A  busy  day!  Called  on  Madgett 
in  order  to  explain  to  him  that  all  I  had  said  relative  to  the  sup- 
port to  be  expected  from  the  people  in  Ireland,  and  the  conduct 
of  the  army,  was  on  the  supposition  of  a  considerable  force  be- 
ing landed  in  the  first  instance.  This  I  had  pressed  upon  hire 
yesterday,  but  I  cannot  make  it  too  clear  for  my  own  credit. 
My  theory,  in  tlirec  words,  is  this:  Witii  ta-enty  tiioiisand  men 
there  would  be  no  possibility  of  resistance  for  an  hoar,  and  we 
should  begin  by  the  capital;  wifli  five  tiiousand  I  would  have  no 
doubt  of  success,  but  tlien  we  should  expect  some  fighting,  and 
we  should  bc^  near  Belfast ;  wifli  two  thousand  I  think  flie 
business  utti»4y  desperate,  fiir,  let  them  land  where  they  would* 
they  would  be  utterly  defetted  befinre  aiqr  cm  could  join  flieai» 
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or.  in  fart,  beroit;  tlic  bulk  of  tlic  people  roiild  know  tJiat  they 
nere  conic.  This  would  be  a  mei*e  Quibcnm  business  in  Ireland, 
and  would  operate  but  as  a  snure  for  the  lives  of  my  brave  and 
unfortunate  countrymen,  to  whose  destruction  I  do  not  wish^ 
tnid  knows,  to  be  accessory.  Nevertlieless,  I  concluded,  tliat  if 
they  sent  but  a  sergeant  and  twelve  men,  1  would  go>  but  wish- 
ed tliem  to  be  fully  appidsed  of  my  opinion,  that,  in  case  of  a 
failure,  they  might  not  ac^ruse  me  of  having  deceived  them.  He 
agreed  with  me  in  every  wonl  of  the  statement,  and  desired  mc 
to  insert  part  of  it  in  my  letter  to  the  Minister.  He  also  pro- 
misedy  positively,  to  have  a  letter  written  li'ora  the  proper  office 
to  Guise,  to  in({uire  after  Mr.  ^Villiam  Browne,  (my  brother 
Mattiiew,)  thougii  he  assures  me  tlie  oi-dcr  for  his  liberation  was 
expedited  about  the  first  of  May  last  If  we  can  find  the  said 
Mr.  Browne,  he  may  be  vei-y  serviceable  amongst  the  prisoners  of 
war,  both  soldiers  and  seamen  being  Irish.  I  have  not  pressed 
my  inquii-ies  about  him,  as  my  wishes  prompt,  lest  I  should 
appear  to  prefer  the  dearest  affections  of  my  heart,  which  God 
and  my  dearest  love  know  I  do  not,  to  the  public  business  with 
which  I  am  charged.  Quit  Madgett,  whom  I  believe  hont»U 
and  whom  I  feel  weak ;  go  to  Monroe ;  received  very  favora- 
bly. He  has  had  my  letter  decyphered,  and  dropped  all  resen'C. 
I  told  him  I  felt  his  situation  was  one  of  considei-ablo  delicacy, 
and,  tlierefore,  I  did  not  wish  to  press  upon  him  any  informa- 
tion, relative  either  to  myself  or  to  my  business,  farther  than 
he  might  desire.  He  aaswercd  tliat  the  lettei*s  had  satisfied  him, 
particularly  that  from  H.  R.  of  whom  he  spoke  in  terms  of 
great  respect,  and  tliat,  as  he  wsis  not  i*esponsible  for  what  he 
might  bear,  but  for  what  he  might  do,  I  might  speak  freely.  I 
then  qiened  myself  to  him,  without  the  least  reserve,  and  gave 
bim  mich  detaUs  as  I  was  able,  of  tlie  actual  state  of  tilings,  and 
of  fbe  grounds  oi  my  knowledge  from  my  situation.  I  also  ui- 
fimei  him  of  what  I  had  done  tlius  far.  He  then  addressed  me 
in  aabstaBoe  thus:  <«  You  must  change  your  plan ;  I  have  no 
<*  doAt,  whatsoever,  of  the  integrily  andsinceritvof  tlic  Minister 
"  De  la  Croix,  nor  even  of  Madgett;  whom  I  believe  to  be  honest. 
«<  Bb^  in  the  first  place,  it  is  a  subaltern  way  of  doing  business, 
<*  and,  m  the  next,  the  vanit}-  of  Madgett  will  be  very  likely  to 
*'  kfld  him,  fai  order  to  raise  his  importance  in  the  eyes  of  some 
^•f  his  coantrymen,  M-ho  are  here  as  patriots,  and  of  whom  1 
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<<  liavc,  by  no  meaas  the  same  good  opinion  as  to  integrity  that 
<•  I  have  of  him*  to  drop  some  hint  of  what  is  going  forward. 
<«  Go  at  once  to  tlie  Directoire  Executif^  and  demand  an  au- 
<<  dience ;  explain  yourself  to  them,  and,  as  to  me,  yon  may  go 
<«  so  far  as  to  refer  to  me  for  tlie  authenticity  of  what  yon  may 
<<  advance,  and  you  may  add  that  you  have  reason  to  think  fliat 
<<  I  am,  in  a  degree,  apprised  of  flie  outline  of  your  bunness.'' 
I  mentioned  CamoU  of  whose  reputation  we  had  been  long  ap- 
prised, and  who,  I  understood,  spoke  English.  He  said,  **  no- 
'<  body  fitter,  and  that  La  Reveilliere  Lepaux  also  spoke  English; 
*^  that  either  would  do.'*  I  then  expressed  a  doubt  whether,  as 
I  was  already  in  the  hands  of  Charles  de  la  Croix,  there  might 
not  be  some  indelicacy  in  my  going  directly  to  the  Directoire 
ExecutiA  and,  if  so^  whether  it  might  not  be  of  disservice.  He 
answ^^  <<  By  no  means ;  that  in  his  own  functions  the  proper 
'<  person  for  him  to  communicate  with  was  De  la  Croix,  but 
<<  that,  nevertheless,  when  he  had  any  business  of  consequence, 
<<  lie  went  at  once  to  the  fountain  head.''  He  then  proceeded  to 
mention  that,  in  all  the  changes  which  had  taken  place  in  France, 
there  never  was  an  abler  or  purer  set  of  men  at  the  head  oS  af- 
fairs than  at  present ;  that  they  were  sincere  friends  to  liberty 
and  justice,  and  in  no  wise  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  conquest; 
tiiat,  consequently,  if  they  took  up  the  business  of  Irehuid  on 
my  motion,  I  would  find  them  perfectly  fair  and  candid ;  that, 
not  only  the  Government  but  the  whole  people  were  most  vio- 
lently exasperated  against  England,  and  that  there  was  no  one 
thing  that  would  at  once  command  the  warmest  support  (rf  all 
parties,  so  much  as  any  measure  which  promised  a  reduction  of 
her  power.  He  then  examined  me  pretty  closely  on  flie  state  of 
Ireland ;  on  which  I  gave  him  complete  information,  as  far  asl 
was  able,  and  we  concluded  by  agreeing  tiiat  to-momw  I 
should  go  boldly  to  the  Luxembourg  and  demand  an  audienoe 
(rf  Camot  or  La  Reveilliere  Lepaux.  Monroe  tells  me  fliat 
Barrere  (for  I  inquired,)  is  yet  in  France^  and  he  thought  would 
not  quit  it  I  tdd  him  Barrere  would  be  very  acceptable  in 
Ireland,  as  a  Aepatj  with  the  army.  He  answered  that  he  did 
not  at  all  doubt  but  it  might  so  hi^pen ;  that  he  would  not  ad- 
vise me  to  bq^  by  bolting  out  the  name  of  Barrere,  but  tfaati 
might  take  an  opportunity  to  mention  him.  I  remariLed  that  it 
had  fallen  to  BancrCs  lot  to  make  some  of  the  most  fl|ikndid 
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Imports  in  the  Convention,  which  made  liim  well  known  to  us, 
and  that  the  people  were  used,  in  a  degree,  to  associate  the  ideas 
of  BaiTcre  and  victory,  which,  trifling  as  it  was,  was  of  some 
oonaeqaence.  On  the  whole,  I  am  glad  to  find  my  lover  Ban*ere, 
as  I  hcpe,  in  no  danger.  It  ^"ould  be  a  most  extraordinaiy  thing 
if  I  should  happen  to  be  an  instrument  in  restoring  his  talents 
to  the  cause  of  liberty.  I  have  always  ha<l  a  good  opinion  of 
him.  M.  tells  me  the  ground  of  the  coolness  between  Pichegru 
and  tiie  Government,  is,  tiiat  he  is  supix>sed  to  be  attaclied  too 
much  to  the  party  of  the  Moderes.  I  am  glad  of  this,  (not  that 
there  is  a  coolness,)  but  tliat  tlie  Government  is  not  of  timt  par- 
ty. We  talked  of  tiic  resources  of  France  and  England.  I  men- 
tioned that,  in  my  judgment.  Fi-ance  hafl  one  measure,  whicli 
sooner  or  later  she  must  adopt,  and  tlie  sooner  tlie  better,  and 
that  was  a  bankruptcy ;  tliat  she  would  then  start  foi-th  witli 
her  immense  resources  against  England,  staggering  under 
400,000, OOOof  debt  Monroe  took  me  by  the  hand  and  said,  <<  You 
<'  have  hit  it ;  and  I  will  tell  you  tliat  it  is  a  thing  decided  upon." 
If  it  be  so,  look  to  yourself  Mr.  John  Bull,  <^  Look  to  your 
house,  your  danghier,  and  your  d'ucats.*^  Take  my  leave  of  Mon- 
roe with  whom  I  am  extremely  pleased.  There  is  a  true  repub- 
lican frankness  about  him,  which  Ls  extremely  interesting.  And 
now  am  not  I  a  pretty  feJlow  to  go  to  the  Directoii'e  Executif ? 
It  is  very  singular  that  so  obscure  an  individual  should  be 
thrown  into  such  a  situation.  I  pi'esumc  I  do  not  write  tliose 
memorandums  to  flatter  myself,  and  I  hei*e  solemnly  call  God 
to  witness  the  parity  of  my  motives,  and  the  uprightness  with 
which  I  shall  endeavor  to  carry  myself  througli  this  most  ardu- 
•■8  and  critical  situation.  I  hope  I  may  not  ruin  a  noble  cause 
by  any  weakness  or  indiscretion  of  mine.  As  to  my  integrity,  I 
CM  answer  ibr  myself.  What  shall  I  do  for  the  want  of  P.  P.  ? 
I  am  fat  m^ealudile  difficulty  for  tlie  want  of  his  advice  and 

Welly  if  ever  we  meet  again*  it  will  amuse  him  to 
hints,  but  he  is  a  dog,  and  so  ** '  Tis  but  in  vain^^*  ^c 
S4.  Went  at  12  o'clock,  in  a  fright,  to  the  Lux- 
;;  comiing  speeches  in  execrable  French,  all  tiie  way : 
Wkit  iiail  I  say  to  Camot?   Well,  '^whatsoever  the  Lord 
te  mf  wumthf  that  surely  shall  I  utter. ^^  Plucked  up  a 
as  I  drew  near  the  Palace,  and  mounted  tiie  stairs  like  a 
-Wort  Into  tte  flrst  Bureau  that  I  foimd  open,  anddemand- 
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ed  at  oucc  to  see  Carnot   The  clerks  stai'ed  a  little,  but  I  iv* 
pcated  my  demand  \\\ih  a  courage  truly  heroic ;  on  which  the} 
instantly  submitted,  and  sent  a  person  to  conduct  me.   This 
happened  to  be  his  day  for  giving  audience,  which  eacli  member 
of  the  Executive  Directing  does  in  his  turn.   Introducetl  by  my 
guide  into  tlie  anti-chamber,  which  was  filled  witli  people :  the 
officei's  of  staUN  all  in  tlieir  new  costume.    Write  a  line  in  En- 
glish and  delivei'ed  it  to  one  of  tlie  Huissiei's.  stating  that  a 
stranger  just  arrived  from  America,  wished  to  speak  to  citizen 
Carnot  on  an  aflfair  (»r  consequence.   He  brought  me  an  answer 
in  two  minutes,   that  I  should  have  an  audience.  Tlie  folding 
doors  were  now  thrown  oiien,  a  bell  being  pi*e\iously  rung  to 
give  notice  to  the  people,  that  all  who  had  business  might  pre- 
sent themselves,  and  (*itizen  Carnot  api^eared.  in  tlie  petit  cos- 
tume of  white  satin  with  crimson  robe^  richly  embroidered.  It 
is  very  elegant,  and  resembles  almost  exactly  the  draperies  of 
A'an  Dyke.    He  went  roinid  the  room  itrei^ing  papers  and  an- 
swering those  who  addressed  him.   I  told  my  friend  the  Uuis- 
sier.  in  marvellous  Fi'ench,  that  my  businrss  was  tfio  important 
to  be  transacted  theiv,  and  that  1  would  it'tuin  on  another  day. 
when  it  would  not  be  Cai*not*s  turn  to  give  audience,  and  wlien 
I  should  ho])e  to  find  liim  at  leisuiv.   He  mentioned  this  to  Car- 
not, who  oinlei-ed  me  iastantly  to  be  shown  into  an  inner  apart- 
ment, and  that  he  would  see  me  as  soon   as  the  audience  was 
over,   lliat  I  thought  looked  well,  and  began  accoitlingly  to 
con  my  s|HHTh  again.   In  the  apariment  wei*e  five  or  six  per- 
simages,  who  being,  like  niysi*l(^  of  great  distinction,  were  ad- 
mitted to  a  private   audience.   I  allowed  them  all  precedence, 
as  I  w  ished  to  ha>  e  my  will  of  Carnot,  and  while  they  were  in 
their  turns  speaking  witli  him,  1  could  not  help  reflecting  how 
often  I  had  wished  for  tlie  op]iortunity  I  tlien  enjoyed;  what 
schemes  I  had  laid,  what  hazaitls  I  had  run ;  when  I  looked 
round  and  saw  myself  actually  in  the  cabinet  of  tlie  Executive 
Dii*ectoiT,  vis-a-vis  citizen  Carnot,  tlie  orgardxer  of  vktorff  1 
could  hardly  believe  my  own  sinuses,  and  felt  as  if  it  were  all 
a  divam.   Uovever,  I  was  not  in  tlie  least  degi-ee  disconcertody 
and  when  I  pi-esented  mj-self,  after  the  rest  were  dismisaed,  I 
had  all  my  faculties,  such  as  tliey  were,  as  well  at  my  commandy 
as  on  any  occasion  in  my  life.  Vftij  do  I  mention  those  trifling 
cii-cumstances  ?  It  is  because  they  will  not  be  ti-ifling  in  her  ejea^ 


M^.^MBIM 


JOURNAL  OF  FEBBtJARY,  1796.  Jgy 

fbr  iRrhom  they  v^erc  written.   I  began  the  discourse  by  saying, 
in  horrible  French,  that  I  had  been  informed  he  spoke  English. 
A  little.  Sir,  but  I  perceive  you  sjie^ik  French^  and  if  you  please, 
we  will  converse  in  tliat  language.   I  answered,  still  in  my  jai*- 
gon«  that  if  he  could  have  the  patience  to  endure  me,  I  would 
endeavor,  and  only  prayed  him  to  stop  me.,  whenever  I  did  not 
make  myself  understood.   I  tlien  told  him  I  was  an  Irishman ; 
that  I  had  been  Secretary  and  Agent  to  the  Catholics  of  that 
country,  who  were  about  3,000,000  of  people ;  tliat  I  was  also  in 
perfect  possession  of  the  sentiments  of  the  Dissenters,  who  were 
at  least  900,000,  and  that  I  wished  to  communicate  witli  him  on 
the  actual  state  of  Ireland.   He  stopped  me  here  to  expi*ess  a 
doubt  as  to  the  numbers  being  so  great  as  I  represented.   I  an- 
«n»'ered  a  calculation  had  been  made  within  these  few  years, 
grounded  on  the  number  of  houses ;  w  hicli  was  ascertained  for 
purposes  of  I'evenue ;  tliat,  by  tliat  calculation,  the  people  of  Ii*e- 
land  amounted  to  4,100,000,  and  it  was  acknowledged  to  be 
coasiderably  under  the  tnitli.   He  seemed  a  little  surprized  at 
this,  and  I  proceeded  to  state,  tliat  the  sentiments  of  all  those 
people  were  unanimous,  in  favor  of  France,  and  eager  to  throw 
ofTtlieyoke  of  England.  He  asked  me  then  <<  What  tlicy  want- 
ed.*' I  said,  <<  An  armed  force  in  tlie  commencement,  for  a  point 
iTapptiU  until  they  could  organize  tliemselves,  and  undoubted- 
ly a  supply  of  arms  and  some  money.   I  added  that  I  had  already 
delivered  in  a  memorial  on  the  subject,  to  the  Minister  of  Fo- 
reign Relations,  and  that  I  was  pi'eparing  another,  which  would 
explain  to  him,  in  detail,  all  that  I  knew  on  tlie  subject,  better 
than  I  could  in  conversation.   He  then  said,  <<  We  shall  see  those 
flMmorials."  The  Organizer  of  Victory  proceeded  to  ask  me. 
Were  fliere  not  some  strong  places  in  Ireland  ?"  I  answered  I 
loftw  of  none,  but  some  works  to  defend  tlie  harbor  of  Cork. 
Haillmpcd  me  here,  saying,  <<  Ay  Cork !  But  may  it  not  be  ne- 
to  land  there  V*  By  which  I  had  perceived  he  had  been 
i  little  already,  in  his  own  mind.   I  aaswered,  I 
That  if  a  landing  in/orce  were  attempted,  it  would 
te  hMiif  near  the  capital,  for  obvious  reasons ;  if  widi  a  small 
aragr,  it  diimld  be  in  tlie  Nortli,  rather  than  the  South  of  Ire- 
ftr  veaaons  which  he  would  find  in  my  memorials.   He 
■hed  nutf  ^  Might  there  not  be  some  danger  or  delay  in  a 
)m$ltr  mirlytlonP  I  answereil.  it  would  not  make  a  difference 
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of  two  days,  which  was  notliing  in  comparison  of  the  ad\'aDta« 
ges.  I  then  told  him  tliat  I  came  to  France  by  direction  and 
concurrence  of  the  men.  who  (and  here  I  was  at  a  loss  for  a 
French  word,  witli  which,  seeing  my  embarrassment,  he  sup- 
plied me.)  guided  tlie  two  great  parlies  I  had  mentioned.  This 
satisfied  nie  cleai*Iy,  tliat  he  attended  to  and  understood  nic.  I 
added,  that  I  had  presented  myself  in  August  last,  in  Philadel- 
phia,  to  citizen  Adet,  and  delivered  to  him  such  credentials  as 
I  had  Willi  me;  that  he  did  not  at  tliat  juncture,  think  it  advisa- 
ble for  roe  to  come  in  person,  but  offered  to  transmit  a  memorial, 
which  1  accordingly  deliveiTd  to  him.  That  about  the  end  of  No- 
veml>er  last,  I  received  letters  fi-om  my  blends  in  Ireland,  repeat- 
ing their  instructions  in  tlie  strongest  manner,  tliat  I  should,  if  pos- 
sible^ force  my  way  to  France,  and  lay  the  situation  of  Ireland 
before  its  Government  That,  in  consequence^  I  had  again  wut- 
ed  on  citizen  Adet,  who  seemed  eager  to  assist  me,  and  oflTered 
me  a  letter  to  the  Directoire  Executif,  wliich  I  accepted  with 
gi-atilude.  Tliat  I  sailed  from  America  in  the  very  firat  vessel, 
and  was  airived  about  a  foi-tnight;  that  I  had  delivered  my  letter 
to  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  wlio  had  ordered  me  to  ex- 
plain myself  without  resene,  to  citizen  Madgett,  which  I  liad 
accordingly  done.  Tliat  by  his  advice  I  had  prepared  and  de- 
livered one  memorial,  on  the  actual  state  of  Ireland,  and  was 
then  at  work  on  another,  which  woidd  comprize  tlie  whole  of  the 
subject.  That  I  had  the  highest  respect  for  the  Minister,  and 
tliat  as  to  Mad{^tt,  1  had  no  i*eason  whatsoever  to  doubt 
him,  but,  nevertlieless,  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  in  my  mind, 
it  was  a  business  of  too  gi*eat  impoHance  to  be  transacted  wifli 
a  mere  Cammis*  That  1  should  not  tliink  I  had  discharged  my 
duty,  citlier  to  France  or  Ireland,  if  I  left  any  measure  unatfeempt- 
ed,  which  might  draw  the  attention  of  the  Dii<ectory  to  tiie  ritua- 
tion  of  the  latter  country ;  and  that,  in  consequence,  I  had  pre- 
sumed to  present  myself  to  him,  and  to  implore  his  attentioii  to 
the  facts  contained  in  my  two  memorials,  lliat  I  would  also 
presume  to  request,  that,  if  any  doubt  or  difficnlty  arose  m  hit 
mind,  on  any  of  tliosc  facts,  he  would  have  the  goodness  to  per- 
mit me  to  explain.  I  concluded,  by  saying,  that  I  looked  vpon  it 
as  a  favorable  omen  tliat  I  had  been  allowed  to  rtHnmnniftatf 
with  him,  as  he  was  already  perfectly  well  known  by  rq^ntaikNi 
in  Ireland,  and  w*as  the  very  man  of  whom  my  frienda  had  i^o- 
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He  shook  his  head  and  smiled,  as  if  he  doubted  me  a  lit- 
tle. I  assured  liim  flie  fact  was  so ;  and,  as  a  proo(  told  him 
that,  in  Ireland,  we  all  luiew,  three  years  ago,  that  he  could  speak 
English ;  at  which  he  did  not  seem  displeased.  I  then  rose,  and 
after  the  usual  apologies,  took  my  leave,  but  I  had  not  cleared 
the  antichamber,  when  I  recollected  a  very  material  circum- 
stance, which  was,  tliati  had  not  told  him,  in  (act,  trAo,  but  mere- 
ly vhat  I  was ;  I  was,  therefore,  returning  on  my  steps,  when  I 
WBH  sttqpt  by  the  sentry,  demanding  my  card ;  but  fix>m  this  di« 
lemma,  I  was  extricated  by  my  lover  the  Huissier,  and  again  ad- 
mittBd.  I  then  told  Camotf  that,  as  to  my  situation,  credit,  and 
the  station  I  had  filled  in  Ireland,  I  begged  leave  to  refer  him  to 
James  Monroe,  flie  American  Ambassador.  He  seemed  struck 
with  this,  and  then  for  the  first  time  asked  my  name.  I  told  him 
in  fact  I  had  two  names,  my  real  one  and  that  under  which  I 
travelled  and  was  described  in  my  passport  I  then  took  a  slip  of 
paper,  and  wrote  the  name  <<  James  Smith,  citoyen  Americain,'^ 
ai^  under  it,  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  which  I  handed  him,  add- 
ing that  my  real  name  was  the  undermost.  He  took  the  paper 
and  looking  over  it,  said.  Ha  !  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  with  the 
expressimi  of  one  who  has  just  recollected  a  circumstance,  tnm 
which  little  movement  I  augur  good  things.  I  then  told  him  I 
would  finish  my  memorial  as  soon  as  possible,  and  hoped  he 
would  permit  me  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  after,  to  present 
mysdf  agmn  to  him;  to  which  he  answered  ^  By  all  means ;'' 
and  80  lagaintook  my  leave. — Here  is  a  full  and  true  account  of 
my  first  audience  of  the  Executive  Directory  of  France,  in  the 
penon  of  citizen  Camot,  the  organizer  of  victory.  I  think  I 
caflMoff  very  clear.  What  am  I  to  think  of  all  this  ?  As  yet  I 
have  net  no  difficulty  nor  check,  nothing  to  discourage  me,  but 
I  iridi  with  such  extravagant  passion  for  the  emancipation  of 
r,  and  I  do  so  abhor  and  detest  the  very  name  of  En- 
that  I  doubt  my  own  judgment,  lest  I  see  things  in  too 

a  light    I  hope  I  am  doing  my  duty.    It  is  a  bold 

;  after  all  if  it  should  succeed,  and  my  visions  be  re- 

!  Vive  la  Bepublique!  I  am  a  pretty  fellow  to 

with  tiie  Directory  of  France,  pull  down  a  monarchy 
a  republic ;  to  break  a  connection  of  600  years 

and  oontract  a  ftedi  alliance  with  another  country. 
^Mfr  Lakkh  a  partauBfear.*^  What  would  my  old  friend  Fitz- 
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gibbon  say,  if  he  was  to  read  tliose  \iise  memorandums?  ^^He 
oalltd  me  dog,  before  he  had  a  cause ;"  I  remember  be  used  to  say 
that  I  was  a  viper  in  the  bosom  of  Ireland.  Now  that  I  am  in 
Paris,  I  will  venture  to  say  that  he  lies,  and  that  I  am  a  better 
Irishman  than  he  and  his  whole  gang  of  rascals,  as  well  as  the 
gang  who  arc  opposing  liim  as  it  were.  But  tliis  is  all  castle- 
building.  Let  me  finish  my  memorial^  and  deliver  it  to  the 
minister.— Nothing  but  Minister  and  Directoires  Executif  and 
revolutionary  menwri(Us.  Well,  my  friend  Plunket,  (but  I  sin- 
ceivly  forgive  him)  and  my  friend  Magec,  whom  I  have  not  yet 
forgiven,  would  not  s|)eak  to  me  in  Ireland,  because  I  was  a  Re* 
publican.  Sink  or  s\iim,  I  stand  to  day  on  as  high  ground  as 
either  of  them.  My  venerable  friend,  old  Captaui  Russell,  al- 
ways had  hopes  of  me  in  the  worst  of  times  ;  Huzza !  I  would 
give  five  louis  d'ors,  for  one  day's  convei*sation  with  P.P.  What 
shall  I  do  lor  want  of  his  ad>ice  and  assistance  ?  Not  but  what 
I  tliiuk  I  am  doing  pretty  well,  considering  I  am  quite  alone, 
witli  no  papers,  no  one  to  consult  or  advise  witli,  and  shocking 
all  Christian  eiu*s  with  tlie  horrible  jargon  which  I  speak,  and 
which  Is  properly  no  language.  I  see  I  have  grand  diplomatic 
talents,  and  by-and-by  I  hope  to  have  an  opportunity  of  disjilay- 
ing  my  military  ones,  and  shewing  that  I  am  equally  great  in 
tlie  cabinet  and  the  field.  This  Ls  sad  stuff!  except  for  my  love, 
who  will  laugh  at  it,  or  P.  P.  who  will  enjoy  it  I  have  to  add  to 
this  day's  journal,  tliat  I  saw  yestenlay  at  tiie  Luxeinl>ourg,  be- 
sides my  friend  Caraot  the  citizens  Letoumeur,  tlie  Pi-csident, 
Ban-as,  and  La  Reveilliere  Lepaux.  Uai*ras  looks  like  a  soldier* 
and  put  nic  sometliing  in  mind  of  James  Braniston.  La  Reveil- 
liere is  extivmely  like  Dr.  Kearney.  Mem.  I  saw  two  poissardes 
admitted  to  speak  to  Canioti^^ho  gave  tliem  money,  whilst  a  Ge- 
neral officer  in  his  unifonn  was  obliged  to  wait  for  his  turn.  Oh 
Loi*d  !  Oil  Loinl !  shall  I  ever  get  to  finish  my  memorial.  But 
when  I  begin  to  wi-itc  those  ingenious  memorandums,  I  feel  just 
as  if  I  wci-c  chatting  witli  my  deai*est  love,  and  know  not  when 
to  leave  off.  By-the-by,  there  is  a  good  deal  of  vanity  in  this  day's 
journal.  No  matter,  there  is  no  one  to  know  it,  and  I  believe 
that  wiser  men,  if  tliey  would  speak  the  truth,  would  feel  a  little 
elevated  in  my  situation ;  hunted  from  my  own  country  as  a 
traitor,  living  obscurely  in  America,  as  an  exile,  and  received  in 
France,  by  tlie  Executive  Directory,  almost  as  an  Ambassador^ 
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Wellt  murder  will  out  I  am  as  vain  as  ttie  devil ;  and  one  tiling 
which  makes  me  wish  so  often  for  P.  P.  (not  to  mention  the  bene- 
fit of  his  advice)  is  to  communicate  with  him,  the  pleasure  I  feel 
at  my  present  situation.  1  know  how  sincerely  he  would  enjoy 
it*  and  also  how  he  would  plume  himself  on  his  own  disccmmenty 
for  he  always  foretold  great  tilings.  So  he  did,  sure  enough,  but 
will  they  be  verified  ?  Well,  if  all  this  be  not  vanity,  I  should 
be  glad  to  know  what  is.  But  nobody  is  tlie  wiser,  and  so  I  will 
gofinish  my  memorial.  Sings,  ^^Mons,  tnfants  de  la  patrie^*  ^c. 

FAruary  25.  Finish  the  draft  of  my  second  memorial,  and 
read  it  over  with  Madgett 

FcftmarySG.  Thus  morning  finished  an  awkward  business, 
that  is  to  say,  ^Totc  a  long  letter  to  tlic  Minister,  all  about  my* 
self;  very  proper  in  an  ambassador  to  frame  his  own  creden* 
tiab.  My  comnUssum  was  largtj  for  I  made  it  myself.  Read  it 
over  carefully ;  every  word  true  and  not  exaggei*atc<I.  Resolved 
to  go  at  once  to  the  Minister  and  deliver  my  letter,  like  a  true 
Irishman,  with  my  own  hands.  Went  to  his  bureau,  and  saw 
Lamare,  the  Secretary-,  whom  I  sent  in  to  demand  an  audience. 
Lamare  returned  with  woif  I  that  the  Minister  was  just  engaged 
^ith  Neri  Corsini,  Ambassador  fi*om  tlie  Grand  Duke  of  Tus- 
cany, and  would  see  me  tlie  moment  he  was  at  Icisuiv.  Waited 
accordingly  in  the  antichamber.  A  person  came  in,  and  afl»r 
reconiioitring  for  some  time,  pulled  out  an  English  newspaper 
and  began  to  read  it  Looked  at  him  with  the  most  interesting 
indiffierence,  as  if  he  was  i*eading  a  chapter  in  the  Koran.  Did 
the  fellow  think  I  would  rise  at  such  a  bait  as  that  ?  Neri  Cor- 
rini  being  departed,  I  was  introduced,  leaving  my  friend  in  tlie 
antichamber  to  study  his  newspaper.  I  began  with  telling  the 
Mfauatert  that  though  I  spoke  execrable  French,  I  would,  with 
kis  pemisBion,  put  his  patience  to  a  slioK  trial.  (Once  for  all, 
I  MB  Am  minute  for  tlie  sake  of  my  wife,  whom  I  love  ten  thou- 
wmA  times  more  than  all  the  universe,  and  who  Avill  consider 
evBijdrcumBtance,  even  the  most  trifling,  which  relates  to  me, 
nee.)  I  then  told  him,  that,  in  obcftience  to  bis  or- 
I  had  Snislied  a  memorial  on  the  actual  state  of  Ireland, 
I  had  delivered  to  Madgett ;  that  I  had  finished  the  draft 
Tf  which  I  would  deliver  to-morrow,  on  the  means  ne- 
te  aocomfdish  the  greBt  object  of  my  mission,  the  sepa- 
itfbehiid  from  England,  and  her  establishment  as  an  in- 
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dependent  Rc^blicin  alliance  with  France.  Dela  Crax  inter- 
rupted me  here  by  saying,  that  I  might  count  upon  it,  there  was 
no  object  nearer  flie  heart  of  the  Executive  Directory ;  that  thqr 
had  that  business,  at  that  very  moment,  before  them,  and  would 
leave  no  means,  consistent  with  their  utmost  capacity,  untried, 
to  accomplish  it  And  he  repeated  again,  with  camestneas, 
<  that  I  might  count  upon  it'  These  arc  strong  expressions 
from  a  man  in  his  station.  I  then  said,  that  this  information 
gave  me  the  most  sincere  pleasure,  not  only  on  account  of  my 
own  country,  but  of  France,  to  whom  the  independence  of  Ire- 
land was  scarcely  less  an  object  than  to  Ireland  itselt  He  an- 
swered, <<  We  know  that  perfectly ;  and,  for  myself^  I  can  assure 
<<  you,  that  for  the  sake  of  both  countries,  as  well  as  for  tiie  sake 
<<  of  liberty  and  humanity,  you  may  depend  on  my  most  sincere 
<<  and  hearty  co-operation,  in  every  measure  likely  to  accom- 
*<  plish  that  end."  I  tlien  returned  to  the  business  which  brought 
me  to  him,  that  is  to  say,  my  credentials.  I  told  him,  in  as  few 
words  as  possible,  tlie  station  I  had  fiUed  in  Ireland,  and  added 
that  I  had  thrown  a  few  facts  relative  to  myself  on  paper,  which 
I  delivered  to  lum,  and  that  as  to  my  credit  or  veracity  I  could 
refer  him  to  James  Monroe,  wlio  had  allowed  me  to  mention  his 
name,  as  a  voucher  for  my  integrity.  He  said  it  was  unneces- 
sary, and  as  to  applying  to  Monroe,  he  would  not  wish  to  take 
any  step  relating  to  the  business,  which  could  in  the  least  by 
possibility  take  wind ;  that  Madgett  was  the  only  person  what- 
soever, to  whom  he  confided  the  affair ;  that  his  principal  Secre- 
tary, and  tliose  who  were  most  confidential  with  him,  knew 
nothing  (tf  it ;  and  he  recommended  to  me  to  be  equally  cau- 
tious. I  assured  him,  as  tiie  (act  was,  that  I  kept  the  most 
rifpA  guard  on  myself;  that  I  did  not  know  a  soul  in  Paris,  nor 
desire  to  know  any  one ;  that  I  formed  no  connections,  nor  in- 
tended to  form  any;  and  that,  in  short,  I  kept  myself  puiposely 
in  solitude,  that  I  might  escape  notice  as  much  as  possible.  He 
said  I  was  very  right,  and  asked  me,  did  I  know  flie  per- 
son I  saw  in  the  anticbamber.  I  answered,  I  did  not  He  said 
he  was  an  Irish  patriot,  named  Dudiet,  as  he  pronoonoed  it^ 
who  was  persecuted  into  exile  for  some  writing  under  the 
signature  of  JwiJiwAdmviif.  I  said,  it  mii^  be  so^  but  that 
I  knew  nothing  of  him,  or  of  Oe  writings,  and  fliat  if  sndi  an 
event  had  talm  place,  it  mist  have  been  sinoe  June  las^  wlwQ 
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I  left  Ireland.  1  tlieii  mentioned  tlie  circumstance  of  his  pulling 
out  ail  Engiisii  iiewKpaiier,  and  setting  a  ti-ap  for  me  therewitl), 
and  how  1  avoided  failing  into  his  snai*e.  The  Minister  said 
again,  I  was  quite  right,  but  that  that  person  had  delivered  in 
several  memorials  on  tlic  stiite  of  Ireland.  This  is  ver^-  odd  !  I 
never  saw  tiie  man  in  my  life,  and  yet  I  i*atlier  imagine  he  knew 
my  pei*son.  AVho  tlie  devil  is  Junius  Redivivus  ?  or  who  is  Du- 
rheU  if  his  name  be  Duchet?  1  must  tiilk  a  little  to  Madgett 
of  tliis  resurrcctinn  of  Junius,  of  whom,  to  s])eak  tlie  tinitli,  I 
have  no  giMuI  opinion. — The  Minister  then  asked  me  what  we 
wanted  in  Ii*elaiid  ?  I  answered,  tiiat  we  wanted  a  foi«ce  to  be- 
gin with,  ai'ins,  ammunition,  and  money.  He  asked  me,  what 
quantities  of  each  would  I  tliink  sufficient  ?  I  did  not  wish  to  go 
just  tiien  into  the  detail,  as  1  judged,  from  Madgett's  discoui*se, 
that  the  Ministcr\s  plan  was  on  a  smaller  scale  than  mine,  and 
I  did  not  desire  to  sluK'k  him  too  much  in  the  outset  I,  tlierefore, 
took  advantage  of  my  bad  French,  and  mentioned  tliat  1  doubt- 
ed my  being  able  sutKriently  to  explain  myself  in  converaationf 
but  tliat  he  would  find  my  opinions  at  lengtli  in  tlie  two  memo- 
rials I  had  pi-ejiai'ed ;  and  when  he  had  considered  them,  I 
hoped  he  would  allow  mc  to  wait  on  him,  and  explain  any  ix)int 
which  might  not  be  sutliciently  deal*.  He  then  proceeded  to 
give  me  liLs  own  ideas,  which  wei*e,  as  I  suspected,  uiion  a  small 
Hcale«  He  said,  he  understood  Ireland  was  very  populous  and 
the  people  warlike,  so  as  soon  to  be  matle  soldiers,  and  that  they 
were  already  in  some  degn^e  armed.  I  answered,  not  so  much 
as  to  be  calculated  ujxm  in  estimating  the  quantity  of  ai*ms  want- 
ed, as  most  of  tlie  guns  which  they  had  were  but  fowling  pieces. 
He  then  said,  he  knew  tliey  had  no  artillery  nor  cannoniei-s,  and 
duty  consequently,  it  would  be  necessary  to  supply  tliem  witli 
both ;  tliat  field  pieces  would  be  sufficient,  as  we  had  no  Strang 
places;  that  we  should  have  thii*ty  pieces  of  cannon,  {une  tren- 
taMCy)  half  eight  pfiimdcrs,  and  half  sixteen  pounders,  properly 
PMt»ynf**  and  officered,  and  twenty  thousand  stand  of  arms.  I 
intemptcfl  him,  to  say,  twenty  tliousand  at  least,  as  the  only 
llmitatioii  to  the  numbers  we  could  raise  would  be  the  quantity  of 
arms  we  might  have  to  put  into  their  hands.  He  then  went  on  to 
ny»  that  these  sliouhl  he  landed  near  llelfast,  where  he  supposed 
tiiqr  would  be  most  likely  to  meet  witli  early  support  I  an- 
Hwercd,  *<  Certainly,  as  (liat  pi-ovince  was  tlie  most  populous 
Vol*  II. — 5 


fi. 
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^*  and  wai'likc  in  the  kingdom/'  He  then  produced  a  map  of* 
Ireland,  and  \vc  looke<l  over  it  together.  I  took  this  ad\'antage 
to  slide  in  some  of  my  own  ideas,  hy  saying  that  it  wo  were  abk 
to  begin  in  considei-Hbie  force,  we  should  commence  as  near 
the  capital  as  possible,  tlie  possession  of  which*  if  once  obtained* 
would,  I  thought,  decide  the  wliole  business ;  but,  if  we  began 
witli  a  smaller  force,  we  should  commence  as  near  Belfast  as 
we  could,  and  then  push  forward,  so  as  to  secure  the  moimtains 
of  Moume  and  the  Fe^-s,  by  means  of  which  and  of  Lough 
Erne,  we  could  cover  the  entire  province  of  Ulster,  and  main- 
tain ourselves  until  we  had  collected  our  friends  in  sufficient 
force  to  penetrate  to  Dublin.  He  liked  my  plan  extremely^ 
which  cei'tainly  appears  to  be  the  only  feasible  one,  in  case  of  a 
small  foire  being  landed.  He  then  mentioned  the  Irishmen 
serving  in  tlie  British  na^y,  and  asked  me  what  I  thought  of 
sending  proper  persons  amongst  them  to  insinuate  the  duty  tliey 
owed  to  their  cmmtry ;  and  whether,  in  such  case,  they  would 
act  against  us  or  not  ?  Hiis  is  Madgctt*8  scheme ;  and,  if  it  is 
not  followed  by  very  different  measures,  is  nonsense.  I  answer- 
ed, that  undoubtedly  the  measure  was  a  good  one,  if  accoropa- 
panied  properly ;  but,  to  give  it  full  effect,  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  thei*c  should  be  a  Government  establislied  in  Ireland, 
for  reasons  which  he  woidd  find  detailed  in  my  memorials,  and 
of  which  I  gave  him  an  imperfect  abstract  I  think  he  seemed 
satisfied  on  tliat  head.  I  added,  that  great  caution  ought  to  be 
used  in  sending  tiiese  persons,  lest  it  might  take  wrind  in  some 
shape,  and  alarm  tlie  British  Government.  On  the  whole^  I 
fancy  the  scheme  of  sending  apostles  among  the  Irish  seamen  wiU 
be  given  up ;  for,  certainly,  if  tliere  be  once  a  Government  estab- 
lished in  Ireland,  it  would,  in  my  mind,  be  unnecessary,  and  if  Hiera 
be  not,  it  would  be  useless.  The  Minister  then  repeated,  in  the 
plainest  and  most  unequivocal  terms,  his  former  assurances,  as 
ivcU  of  his  personal  support,  as  of  the  positive  and  serious  deter- 
mination of  the  Executive  Directory,  to  take  up  the  buainesa  «f 
Ireland  in  the  strongest  manner  that  circumstances  wiould  pos- 
sibly admit  He  added,  that  he  hoped  if  France  made  flie  sa- 
crifices she  was  inclined  to  do  of  men  and  money,  to  enable  va 
to  establish  our  freedom,  and  even  delayed  to  make  peace  oa 
our  account,  we  would,  in  return,  manifest  more  gtrtitiids 
and  prindple  flmn  other  nations  had  done  in  similar  cases ; 
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and  desired  me,  as  to  any  paH  of  the  business  whose  prepara- 
tions might  rest  with  me,  oot  to  lose  a  minute.  He  also  desired 
me  to  press  Madgett  to  expedite  tiie  traiLslatioas  as  much  as 
possible,  and,  on  the  whole,  certainly  appeared  to  be  nearly  as 
earnest  and  anxious  in  the  business  as  myself.  I  then  took  my 
kave.  Tlie  residt  of  tliis  conversation,  die  principal  circum- 
stances  of  which  I  have  substantially  i*e1atcd,  is,  tliat  tlie  Exe- 
cotive  Directory  at  present  are  determined  to  take  us  up,  but 
on  a  small  scale :  that  tliey  will  give  us  tliirty  pieces  of  ciinnon, 
property  manned,  and  twenty  thousand  stand  of  arms,  with 
some  money,  of  course,  to  begin  witli ;  but  I  did  not  collect  from 
the  Minister  tliat  tliey  had  an  idea  of  any  definite  number  of 
IroqK,  at  least  be  mentioned  none,  and  I  did  not  press  him  on 
that  head,  as  I  wish  they  should  fii*st  read  and  consider  my  me- 
morials ;  pcriiaps  what  Ls  said  in  thcni  may  induce  tiiem  to  recon- 
sider the  subject ;  and,  if  so,  I  shall  have  done  a  mast  important 
senice  both  to  France  and  Ireland.  If  they  act  on  the  plan 
mentioned  to  me  by  De  la  Croix,  as  abo\'e  related,  I,  for  one,  am 
ready  and  willing,  most  cheerfully,  to  stake  my  life  on  the  ha- 
zard :  but  the  measure  Ls  against  my  judgment ;  not  from  any 
doubt  of  tlie  people  at  large,  but  fi*om  tlie  difficulty,  perhaps  the 
impossibility,  of  having  a  proper  organized  Govei-nment  Do 
I  say*  therefore,  tliat  the  measure  ought  not  to  be  attempted  on 
the  present  scale  ?  By  no  means  :  I  am  clear  it  ought  As  to 
France,  it  is  but  tlie  risk  of  the  outfit,  which  is  notliing ;  and, 
as  to  Ireland,  she  is  in  that  situation  that  she  ought  to  hazard 
eveiy  thing  on  the  chance  of  bettering  her  condition.  I  speak 
of  the  people  at  large,  and  not  of  the  aristocracy.  For  one, 
I  am  decided.    We  have,  at  all  events,  tlie  strengtii  of 

and  if  oar  lever  be  too  short,  we  must  only  aj^Iy  the 

powv.     If  the  landing  be  effected  on  the  present  plan 

instantly  have  recourse  to  the  strongest  revolutionary 

and  put,  if  necessary,  man,  woman,  and  child,  mon^, 

and  arms,  stores  and  provisions,  in  requisition  :  <^  7%^ 

eaif  though  aU  wuiukind  be  starved.^^  No  considera- 

be  pnviitted  to  stand  a  moment  against  the  establish- 
tf  oar  independence.    I  do  not  wish  for  all  tliis,  if  it  can 
Wt  liberty  must  be  purchased  at  any  price ;  so  *^Laf 
fi  and  damned  he  he  whofini  cries — Hdd^  enough.** 
Vfo«Mt«lrfkeflie  ball  hard,  and  take  the  chance  of  tlic  tables. 
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I  think  P.  P.  will  sliine  in  tke  character  of  it  youth  oT  the  fii-st 
requisitioii.  I  sliould  have  observed,  tliat  in  the  cotirse  of  the 
conversation,  De  laCroix  mentioned  that,  on  the  receipt  of  Adet's 
letter,  enclosing  the  memorial  wbirh  I  delivered  to  him  on  my 
urival  in  Philadelpliia  in  August  last,  he  had  written  to  him 
that  the  subject  was  too  impoi'taiit  to  be  discussed  at  3,000  miles 
distance,  and.  therefore,  desired  I  should  come  over.  1  was 
very  glad  to  hear  this,  and  answered,  I  was  happy  to  have  an- 
tiripated  his  desire  So,  it  soenis,  I  was  written  for,  as  Madgett 
said.  I  should  be  glad  to  see  that  memorial  now,  for  I  mnern- 
bcr  it  was  written  in  the  burning  Humnier  of  Pennsylvania,  when 
my  head  was  extremely  deranged  by  the  heat.  Bad  as  I  dai-e 
say  it  was,  it  caught  tlie  attention  of  people  here.  Well — vanity 
again! 

FiAruarif  27.  At  work  at  my  memorial,  which  begins  to 
look  very  spruce  on  paper. 

FehTvary  2S.  Went  to  Monroe's  about  my  passport,  and 
bad  an  hour's  convei-sation  with  him ;  1  like  him  very  modi; 
he  speaks  like  a  Rincere  republican ;  lie  praises  tiie  Executive 
Directory  to  the  skies,  and  Charles  De  la  Croix ;  all  foi- the  better. 
Cai-not  he  tells  me.  w  a  military  man.  and  one  of  the  first  en- 
gineers of  Europe  (Vide  my  observation  tuucliing  liis  organii- 
iiig  about  Cork  harbor.)  Le  Toumeur  is  also  a  military  nin, 
80  that,  witli  Barras,  there  are  three  soldiers  in  tlie  Directoire. 
I  am  vei-y  glad  of  that. 

Fdtmary  29.  Finished  my  second  memorial,  and  delivered 
it  to  Madgett  for  translation.  Madgett  has  tlie  alownciu  of  mgOf 
and  at  present  of  the  gout  about  him.  Judge!  O  ye  Qod%  how 
that  suits  with  my  impatience!  Well,  the  Minister  gave  me  di- 
rections to  ejipedite  liim,  so,  please  God,  I  will  levee  him  at  least 
once  a  day.  We  have  not  a  minute  to  spare,  for  in  a  littie  timo 
tiic  channel  fleet  will  probably  be  at  sea,  and  the  camps  formed 
in  Ireland,  and  of  course  tiic  Government  there  will  have  flw 
advantage  of  a  force  ready  concenti^  and  {HVparod  to  act  in- 
stantly,  and  perhaps  tiiey  may  happen  to  take  the  wrong  side^ 
which  would  be  very  bad.  (Mem.  To  imaue  Camot  on  this 
head.)  I  must  allow  two  or  three  dayv  for  translation,  and  two 
or  three  more  for  reflection  on  the  subject  of  my  memorials,  to* 
forelgoagaintotheLuxembooif.  It  Is  very  singular!  la  cool 
bkod,  I  can  hardly  frame  a  single  sentenca  in  French,  and  bott 
vitt  Camot  and  De  la  Cndz,  I  ran  on  without  the  kist  dlfi* 
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cultj.  I  screw  my  mind  up,  and  I  do  not  know  how  it  is,  but 
expressions  flow  upon  me;  I  dare  say  I  give  tliem  abundance  of 
bad  language,  but  no  matter  for  that ;  tlicy  understand  me,  and 
that  is  the  main  point  I  have  now  six  days  before  me,  and  no- 
Uiingtodo;  huzza!  Dine  every  day  at  Beauvillici^s  for  about 
half  a  crown,  including  a  bottle  of  choice  Burgundy,  which  I 
finish  regularly.  Bcauvillicrs  has  a  dead  bai-gain  of  me  f(»r 
water:  I  do  not  think  I  coiLsume  a  sjMonful  in  a  week.  A  bot- 
tle of  Burgundy  is  too  much«  and  I  resolve  every  morning  re- 
gularly to  drink  but  the  half,  and  every  evening  regularly  I 
break  my  resolution.  I  wish  I  had  P.  P.  to  drink  the  otlier 
halt  and  tlien  periiaps  I  should  live  more  soberly.  OIi  I^rd ! 
Oh  Lord!  Soberly.  Yes,  we  should  be  a  sober  pair;  patriots, 
■s  Matty  says.  Well,  *•//  is  the  squireen  custom  every  afternoon  f 
as  soon  as  he  is  cirunfc,"  to  begin  thinking  of  his  wife  and  fa- 
mily. I  have  to  be  sure  sometimes  most  delightful  reveries.  If 
I  succeed  in  my  business  here,  and  ever  i*etiim  to  Ireland,  and 
am  not  knocked  on  the  head,  there  will  not  be  on  earth  so  hap- 
py a  circle,  as  round  my  fireside^  Well,  huzza!  ^^  I  hope  to  see 
a  hatUe  yet  be/ore  I  die.**  The  Fi*ench  have  an  abominsd>le  cus- 
tom of  adulterating  tlieir  Burgundy  witli  water.  {Mem.  Mr. 
Jflsby*s  opinion  thereon.  J  I  cannot  but  respect  tlie  generous  in- 
dignation which  P.  P.  would  feel  at  such  a  vile  deterioration  of 
that  noble  liquor,  and  the  glorious  example  he  would  hold  up  for 
flieir  imitation.  He  would  teach  tliem  how,  and  in  what  quan- 
tities generous  Burgundy  ought  to  be  drank ;  I  would  gladly 
pay  his  reckoning  to  day  en  numerairef  which  would  be  no 
mall  sum,  for  the  plea8ui*eof  his  company.  Well,  ^**tis  but  in 
vosn."  I  think  it  right  for  my  creilit,  to  mention  tliat  all  these 
wise  ^reflections  are  written  before  dinner.  So  now  I  will  go  to 
Bcanrilliers.   (Sings,  ^uohen  generofiis  wine^  ^c**) 


March  1706. 

1.  This  day  I  got  an  English  newspaper  from  Mail- 
grtt  datfd  the  Sd  of  last  month,  in  whicii  there  is  a  pai-agraph 
■Uiidnq;  to  the  death  of  the  late  unfoKunate  Msyor  Sweetman, 
in  a  daeL  I  do  not  think  I  ever  received  such  a  shock  in  my 
life!  Good  God !  if  it  should  be  my  friend !  The  only  chance  I 
hss¥9,  iBf  that  there  may  be  another  person  of  that  name,  but  I 
the  worst   I  had  the  sincercst  and  most  affectionate  regard 
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for  Iiim :  a  bolter  and  a  braver  heart  blood  never  warmed ;  I 
have  passed  some  o(  the  pleasantest  houi-s  of  my  life  in  his  so- 
ciety. If  he  be  gone,  my  loss  is  unspeakable,  but  his  country 
will  have  a  much  severer  one ;  he  was  a  sincere  Irishman,  and 
if  ever  an  exci-tion  was  to  be  made  for  our  emancipati(m«  he 
would  have  been  in  the  very  foremost  rank :  I  had  counted  upon 
liLs  military  talents,  and  had  amused  myself  olten  in  making 
him  a  General :  poor  fellow !  If  he  be  gone,  there  is  a  chasm  in 
my  short  list  of  friends,  that  I  will  not  find  it  easy  to  fill.  After 
all,  it  may  be  another,  but  I  fear,  I  fear.  I  cannot  bear  to  tJiink 
of  it 

March  6.  I  have  not  had  spirits  since  the  ne>\-s  of  poor 
Sweetman's  deatli,  to  go  on  with  my  memorandums.  As  it  hap- 
pens, I  have  no  serious  business,  and  I  am  glad  of  it,  for  my 
mind  has  been  a  good  deal  engaged  on  tliat  subject  It  seems 
the  quarrel  arose  about  treading  on  a  lady's  gown,  in  coming 
out  of  the  opera ;  a  worthy  cause  for  two  brave  men  to  figlit 
about !  They  fought  at  four  yards  distance,  which  was  Swoet- 
man*s  choice ;  they  were  both  desperately  wounded,  but  Capt 
Watsou,  (an  Irishman  also,)  is  likely  to  reco\'er ;  my  poor  friejid 
is  gone.  When  he  received  the  shot,  which  ^Tnt  throngh  his 
body,  he  cried  out  to  Watson,  *•  Are  you  wounded  ?'*  Tes,  re|died 
the  other,  <•'  I  believe  mortally;*'  *' And  so  am  I/'  it^plied  Sweet- 
man  ;  he  fell  instantly.  I  certainly  did  not  think  I  could  have 
been  so  much  affected  on  his  account  as  I  have  been.  Inde- 
pendently of  my  personal  regard  for  him,  I  reckoned  much  upon 
liis  assistance,  in  case  of  the  French  Government  aflbrding  w 
any  aid.  His  courage,  his  eloquence,  his  popular  talenta,  bis 
sincere  affection  for  his  country,  would  have  made  him  enri- 
nently  sen'iceable ;  all  tliat  is  now  lost ;  we  most  supply  ids 
place  as  we  can.  I  will  ^Tite  no  more  about  him,  bat  shall  ercr 
remember  him  ^ith  the  most  sincere  regret 

Madgett  has  not  yet  finished  tlie  translation;  hell!  lidl! 
However,  he  tells  me  he  has  i^Titten  to  the  Minister  on  the  anb- 
ject  of  Boumonville's  being  appointed  to  the  command,  in  one 
flie  expedition  takes  place.  I  have  been  reading  the  report  of 
Camus,  and  it  has  satisfied  me  fliat  I  could  not  haw  wished  far 
a  General  fitto*  for  the  station;  I  hope  we  nu^  get  bim-  One 
tUngl  see;  Madgett  mustappear  to  do  every  tiling  hinnclf;  be 
pleases  himself  with  the  idea  fliat  it  was  he  who  fliooght  of  Bmi^ 
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nonville.  A  la  bonne  heure.  I  am  sure  at  present,  I  care  little 
who  has  the  credit  of  proposing  any  measure,  provided  ttie  bu- 
sinesfl  be  done ;  but  the  truth  and  fact  is,  that  it  was  I  who  men- 
tioned him.  Madgett  has  lost  two  or  tlircc  days  in  hunting  for 
■lapH  of  Ireland ;  certunly  maps  are  indispensable,  but  not  in 
this  stage  of  the  business.  He  had  been  much  better  employed 
in  translating;  his  slowness  provokes  roe  excessively,  but  I 
keep  it  all  to  myself;  tliis  day,  however,  he  promises  me  ho 
will  have  finished,  and  given  in  my  last  memorial  to  the  Minis- 
ter ;  if  he  does,  I  will  see  De  la  Croix  the  day  after  to-morrow, 
and  Camot,  if  possible,  the  day  after  that  In  the  mean  time, 
I  am  idle.  I  have  been  at  the  Museum,  where  there  is,  I  sup- 
pose, the  first  collection  of  paintings  in  the  world;  all  France 
and  Flanders  have  been  ransacked  to  furnish  it  It  is  a  school 
where  the  artists  are  permitted  to  go  and  copy  the  best  works 
of  the  best  masters.  The  day  I  called,  it  was  not  open  to  the 
pnblicv  but  when  the  porter  perceived  I  was  a  foreigner,  he  ad- 
Bitted  me  direcdy ;  it  would  not  be  so  in  England.  I  like  the 
works  of  Giiido  best;  thei-e  are  some  portraits  incomparably 
fxecntod  by  Tan  Dyke,  Rubens,  Rembrandt,  and  Raphael ;  but 
die  Magdalen  of  Le  Brun  is,  in  my  mind,  woi-th  the  whole  col- 
lectkMu  I  never  saw  any  thing  in  the  way  of  painting  tiiat 
came  near  to  it ;  I  am  no  artist,  but  it  requires  no  previous  in- 
strvction  to  be  struck  with  the  numberless  beauties  of  this  most 
enduaiting  picture.  It  is  a  production  of  consummate  genius.  I 
have  been  likewise  at  the  Hotel  des  Invalides,  where  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  the  veterans  at  their  dinner ;  they  are  very 
wdl  aooommodated,  and  it  was  a  spectacle  which  interested  m^ 
f&ry  rmmdbm  It  put  me  in  mind  of  the  Royal  Hospital  and  my 
sH  ftiead  Captain  Russell,  and  tiiat  brought  a  tiiousand  other 
to  WKj  mind.   Well,  I  hope  I  shall  getback  to  Ireland  yet. 


7.  Spent  this  day  with  Dupetit  ThauarSf  an  ex-lieu- 
tf  tks  marine^  who  came  over  with  me  in  the  Jersey,  and 
ex-lieutenant  abo ;  tiiey  are  both  of  the  d-^toant 
Dapetit  Tbouars  is  a  great  original ;  he  has  a  good 
Mi  tf  tohHt  and  still  more  humor,  and  is  the  most  complete 

I  ever  saw:  nothing  can  ruffle  him ;  but  it 

Boossillon  is  a  youngman  of  very  elegant 

ndversiify  I  am  sure,  has  improved  him.   It  is  a 


»■   «- 
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pity  they  should  be  aristocrats ;  yet  I  can  hardly  be  angry  with 
them.  Aristocracy  has  been  most  terribly  humbled  in  France, 
and  tliis  i*evei'sc  of  fortune  is  too  much  for  tliem.  It  is  not  only 
their  own  downfaU  but  tlie  exaltaticm  of  others,  whom  tliey  were 
accustomed  to  despise,  wliicli  mortifies  them.  But  when  I  come 
to  analyse  tlieir  complaints,  tliei-e  is  so  much  fanciful  grievance 
mixed  with  seveit;  actual  suRering<i  tliat  it  abates  a  good  deal  of 
tlic  compassion  I  should  otlierxi  isc  feel  for  tliem :  and  I  must  add, 
that  much  of  what  they  i-cgi-et,  tliey  are  deprived  of  most  meri- 
toriously, and  many  of  the  pleasui^es  tliey  have  lost,  were  tlie 
pleasures  of  the  most  depi-aved  luxui-y:  splendid,  indeed,  but 
most  abominably  vicious.  It  is  not  fair,  liowever,  to  judge  too 
hardly  of  them,  now  tliey  are  down ;  but  I  confess  I  sliould  be 
most  sincerely  sorry  to  be  a  witness  of  tlieir  i*esurrection  :  there 
is,  however,  no  great  danger  of  that,  and  they  seem  to  be  suffi- 
ciently sensible  of  it.  They  had  quit  the  service  some  time  back, 
I  dare  say  in  great  disdain,  and  are  now  suing  unsuccessfully 
to  be  readmitted.  I  cannot  blame  tlie  Republic  for  being  doubt- 
ful of  the  ancient  marine,  since  tlie  aifair  at  Toulon.  Apropos! 
Roussillon  tells  me  that  Trogoff,  tlie  Admiral  who  betrayed  the 
French  fleet,  and  delivered  it  into  the  hands  of  Lord  Hood,  died 
in  an  hospital  at  Leghorn,  where  the  English  generously  paid 
om  shiUing  a  day  for  his  maintenance.  The  scoundrel!  it  was 
just  one  shilling  too  much.  And  Dumourier,  an  exile  on  the  bux 
of  the  eartli,  ordered  to  quit  England  in  six  hours  after  his  ar- 
rival, expelled  from  Brabant  by  the  Emperor,  whom  he  had 
served,  or  endeavored  to  sene^  by  his  treachery.  If  men  had 
common  sense^  not  to  say  common  honesty,  tliey  would  not  be 
traitors  to  their  country,  with  such  examples  before  their  eyea. 
But,  I  am  preaching  about  aristocracy,  and  God  knows  ^R^at! 
To  return :  I  pity,  sincerely,  my  two  d-dtvant  lieutenants^  fbr 
**Cot  knows  I  have  had  afflictions  and  troupes  enough  iqnhi  wig 
cfwn  pack^  and  as  for  a  gentleman  in  distress^  1  Iqfe  Um  as  I 
Iqfe  my  own  fowds.*^  We  spent  the  day  in  seeing  ng^tBy  yIx. 
the  Pantheon,  which  will  be  most  superb  when  it  is  finiahedy  but 
far  inferior  to  St  Paul's,  either  in  sise  or  magnlllccnce.  Wa 
descended  into  the  catacombs  where  were  the  cenotaphs  of  Vol- 
taire, Rousseau,  and,  what  interested  mc  much  more,  of  Dam- 
pierre,  who  was  killed  at  Famars.  Certainly  nothing  can  be 
imagined  more  likely  to  create  a  great  spirit  in  a  nation  than  a 
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depository  of  the  kind,  sacred  to  every  tidng  that  is  sublime, 
iilustriousy  and  patriotic.  Tlie  French  have,  however,  a  little 
overshot  tlie  mark :  for  they  have  had  occasion  ali^eady  to  dis- 
place two  at  least  of  their  mighty  dead :  I  mean  Marat,  whom  I 
believe  to  have  been  a  sincere  enthusiast,  incapable  of  feeling  or 
remorse,  and  Mirabeau,  whom  I  look  upon  to  have  been  a  most 
consummate  scoundi*el.  If  we  have  a  Republic  in  Ii-eland,  we 
must  build  a  Pantlieon,  but  we  must  not,  like  tlie  French,  be  in 
too  great  a  hurry  to  jieoplc  it  We  have  already  a  few  to  begin 
with:  Roger  O'Moore,  Molyneux,  Swift,  and  Dr.  Lucas,  all 
good  Irishmen.  Mounted  to  the  top  of  the  Pantheon,  from  whence 
IK e  could  see  all  Paris,  as  in  a  ground  plan,  together  with  the 
countr}'  for  several  leagues  round.  It  was  tlie  most  singular 
spectacle  I  had  ever  seeiu  Went  from  thence  to  the  Botanic  Gar- 
den,  where  tliei'e  was  not  much  vegetation  to  be  seen,  tliere  being 
a  foot  deep  of  snow  upon  the  ground:  walked,  however,  through 
the  green  houses,  where  tliere  is  a  vast  collection  of  curious  ex- 
otics. I  felt  my  ancient  propensities  begin  to  re^  ive,  for  I  love 
botany*  though  I  do  not  understand  it.  It  reminded  me  of  my 
^-alks  round  Chatcauboue,*  with  my  dearest  love  and  our  little 
babies,  wlien  I  used  to  be  gatliering  my  vetches.  Well,  I  hope  I 
shall  be  there  yet  before  I  die.  Crossed  the  Seine,  and  saw  the 
Place  Boyale.  formerly  the  principal  square  of  Paris,  and  built 
by  Richelieu :  his  hotel  is  on  one  side  of  the  quadrangle:  it  is  now 
a  park  of  artillery'  for  the  Republic,  and  filled  with  cannon.  Saw 
ilie  spot  where  the  Bastille  once  stood  and  where  there  is  now  a 
statue  of  libert}'.  Traversed  that  great  lyceum  of  French  poli- 
tics, tiie  Faubourg  St  Antoine ;  arrived  at  the  Temple,  where 
Louis  the  XVIth  was  imprisoned,  from  whence  Marie  Antoi- 
kd  to  execution,  and  where  Louis  the  XVIIth,  if  I 
m  call  him,  died.  Nothing  can  be  imagined  more  gloomy 
the  qipearance  of  this  prison.  It  made  me  melancholy  to 
■kit 

8.    Went  to  Madgett,  in  consequence  of  a  repoK 

I  acw  in  the  papers  relative  to  a  general  peace.    He  as- 

fliere  is  nothing  in  it:  a  peace  would  ruin  all.  He  tells 

that  ha  has  finished  and  delivered  yesterday  my  second 

to  the  Minister,  who  had  read  the  first  with  great 

aad  'Was  extremely  edified  thereby,  as  may  well  be 

*  Iff  Uter's  cotUge  in  eoanty  KiUlarp. 


42  JOURNAL  OF  MARCH,  1796. 

imagined.  Madgett  assures  me  that  De  la  Croix  assures 
that  the  Executive  Directory  are  determined  on  the  measure; 
that  is  to  say,  on  the  principle  of  it  All  that  ifi  very  good,  but, 
please  God,  I  will  have  it  from  the  Minister's  own  moutii ;  after 
which  I  will  indulge  myself  with  a  short  interview  with  Camot 
1  have  not  seen  him  since  February  24th,  a  fortnight  ago,  but 
that  has  not  been  my  fault,  and  the  time  has  been  employed  in 
writing,  copying,  and  translating  my  memorials.  The  day  after 
to-morrow  I  will  go  to  the  Minister,  and  the  day  after  that  to 
the  Luxembourg.  Madgett  tells  me  Boumonville  is  {^pointed 
to  the  command  of  the  army  in  Holland.  That  is  bad ;  neverthe- 
less, from  the  idea  I  have  formed  of  his  character,  I  should  hope 
that,  if  he  was  properly  insensed  on  the  subject  of  Irish  affairs, 
be  would  prefer  that  command,  supposing  the  expedition  to  be 
once  undertaken.  There  would  be  glory,  and,  if  we  succeeded^ 
which  I  cannot  for  a  moment  doubt,  tlie  Irish  are  a  generous 
people,  even  to  a  faulty  and  would  reward  his  services  most  libe- 
rally. Desired  Madgett,  if  he  had  an  opportunity,  and  could  do 
it  with  security  as  to  secrecy,  to  explain  all  this  to  Boumon- 
ville. Dined  at  the  Restaurateur,  with  Roussillon,  whom  I  like 
very  much.  In  the  evening,  the  Theatre  Italien — saw  Lodois- 
ka,  &c 

•March  9,  10.  Strolling  about:  the  Museum  again,  and  the 
inimitable  Magdalen  of  Lebrun ;  spent  near  an  hour  looking  at  it. 

J^Iarch  1 1.  Went  to  the  Minister,  De  la  Croix,  and  had  a  long 
conversation.  He  began  by  saying,  that  he  had  read  my  two 
memorials  carefully,  and  that  I  seemed  to  insist  on  a  considera- 
ble force,  as  necessary  to  the  success  of  the  measure ;  that,  as 
to  tliat,  there  were  considerable  difficulties  to  be  surmounted, 
arising  from  the  superiority  of  the  English  fleet  That,  as  to 
20,000  men,  they  could  not  possibly  be  transported,  unless  the 
French  were  masters  of  the  channel,  in  wliich  case  they  could 
as  easily  send  40,000,  or  60,000,  and  march  at  once  to  London. 
(N.  B.  In  this  De  la  Croix  is  much  mistaken.  It  would  be,  in 
my  mind,  just  as  impossible  for  France  to  conquer  England,  as 
for  England  to  conquer  France.  He  does  not  know  what  it  is 
to  carry  on  war  in  a  country  where  every  man's  hand  is  against 
you,  and  yet  his  own  country  might  have  given  him  a  lesson ; 
liowevcr,  it  was  not  my  business  to  contest  the  point  with  him, 
so  I  let  him  go  on.)  As  to  20,000  men,  it  was  thus  out  of  the 
question.    As  to  5,000,  there  would  be  great  difficulties ;  tlioy 
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«tNiId  require,  for  example,  20  ships  to  convey  tliem ;  it  would 
not  be  easy  to  equip  20  sail  in  a  French  poi*t,  without  the  En- 
glish having  some  notice^  and,  in  that  case,  tliey  would  instant- 
ly block  up  the  port  with  a  force  double  of  any  tliat  could  be 
sent  against  them.  To  this  I  answered,  that  I  was  but  too  sen* 
ftible  of  the  difficulty  he  mentioned  ;  tliat  however,  all  great  en- 
terprises were  attended  with  great  difficulties,  and  I  besought 
him  to  consider  the  magnitude  of  the  object  That,  as  to  5,000, 
when  I  mentioned  that  number,  it  was  not  that  I  thought  it  ne- 
cpssary  for  the  people  at  large,  but  for  those  men  of  some  pro- 
perty, whose  assistance  was  so  essential  in  framing  a  govern- 
ment in  Ireland,  without  loss  of  time,  and  who  might  be  deter- 
red from  coming  forward  at  first,  if  they  saw  but  an  inconsidera- 
ble force  to  support  them  ;  that  I  begged  leave  to  refer  to  my 
second  memorial,  where  he  would  find  my  reasons  on  tliis  sub- 
ject detailed  at  length ;  that  I  had  written  those  memorials  under 
a  strong  sense  of  duty,  not  with  a  view  to  flatter  or  mislead 
him.  or  to  say  what  might  be  agreeable  to  tlie  French  Govern- 
ment, but  to  give  them  such  information  as  I  thought  essential 
tat  them  to  know ;  that,  as  to  the  tinith  of  tlie  facts  contained  in 
them,  I  was  willing  to  stake  my  head  on  tlieir  accuracy^ — He 
answered,  he  had  no  doubt  as  to  that ;  that  he  saw  as  well  as  I, 
the  convenience  of  an  immediate  government,  but  was  it  not 
feasible  on  a  smaller  scale  than  I  had  mentioned.  For  example, 
if  they  gave  us  a  General  of  established  reputation,  an  Etat 
Major,  tiiirty  pieces  of  artillery,  with  cannoniers,  and  20,000 
stand  of  arms,  would  not  the  jieople  join  them,  and,  if  so^  might 
we  not  call  the  clubs  tliat  I  had  mentioned  in  my  memorials, 
(■eaning  the  Catholic  Committee  and  the  United  Irishmen  of 
BeHkst)  and  frame  of  tliem  a  provisory  government,  until  tlie 
convention  could  be  organized. — I  answered,  that,  as  to 
yeofle  joining  them,  I  never  had  the  least  doubt;  that  my 
I  lest  the  men  who  composed  the  clubs  of  which  he 
ipohi^Bigiit  be  at  first  backward,  from  a  doubt  of  the  sufficien- 
Cf  dTte  fN!oe  ;  that  I  hoped  they  would  act  with  spirit,  and  as 
Immh  ttmif  but  that  I  could  not  venture  to  commit  my  credit 
iritt  Ifa^  m  any  fact  of  whose  certainty  I  was  not  positively 

<<  Well,  then,  replied  he,  supposing  your  {mtriots 
'act  at  first  with  spirit ;  you  say  you  are  sure  of  the 
'fliffe  fattatcase,  you  must  only  choose  delegates  from  tlie 
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'^armjy  and  let  them  act  pi-ovisorily,  until  yon  have  arqaired 
**  such  a  consistency  as  will  give  courage  to  the  men  of  whom 
<fyou  make  mention."   I  answered,  tliat,  by  tliat  means,  wc 
might  undoubtedly  act  witli  success  ;  that  a  sort  of  military  go- 
verament  was  not,  however,  what  I  shoidd  pi-efer  to  commence 
with,  if  I  saw  any  otlier,  but  that  the  necessity  of  tlic  case  mast 
justify  us,  in  adopting  so  strong  a  measui*c  in  the  firat  instance. 
(N,  B,  In  this  I  lied  a  little,  for  my  wishes  ai*c  in  favor  of  a 
\cry  sti-ong,  or,  in  otlier  wonls,  a  military  government  in  the 
outset,  and,  if  1  had  any  share  or  influence  in  such  governmentf 
I  tliink  I  would  not  abuse  it^  but  I  see  the  handle  it  migjit  givo 
to  demagogues,  if  we  had  any  such  among  us.    It  is  unnecessaiy 
hei*e  to  write  an  essay  on  the  subject,  but  the  iTSuIt  of  my  modl- 
tations  is,  tliat  the  advantages,  all  circumstances  considei^ed, 
outweigh  tlie  inconveniences  and  hazai'd^  and  I^  for  one,  am 
i-cady  to  take  my  shai-c  of  the  danger  and  the  responsibility ;  I 
was,  consequently,  glad  when  De  la  Croix  proposed  tlie  measure.) 
I  added,  tliat  tlie  means  which  he  tlien  mentioned,  undoubtedly 
weakened  my  argument,  as  to  tlie  necessity  of  numbers,  con- 
siderably.   He  tlien  said,  tliat  from  Madgett'S  representations, 
he  had  been  induced  to  tliink  that  men  were  not  at  all  wanting. 
I  answei'cdv  that  was  very  compatible  witli  my  tlieor}',  for,  that 
aTtainly  if  tiieiv  were  any  idea  of  national  i^esistance-,  5.000 
miglit  be  said  to  be  no  foire  at  all  for  a  conquc^st.    I  then  shiit- 
eil  the  discoiu'se  by  saying,  tliat,  as  to  tlieembai'kation,  on  what- 
ever scale  it  was  made,  it  might  be  worth  consideration  whether 
it  could  not  be  best  effected  from  Holland ;  tliat  their  harbors  were^ 
I  believed,  less  closely  watched  than  the  French,  and  that,  at  any 
rate.  England  had  no  port  for  ships  of  war  to  the  northward  of 
Portsmouth :  so,  that  even  if  she  had  a  fleet  off  tlic  coasts  of  H(d- 
land,  it  must  return  occasionally  to  refit,  and,  during  one  of  these 
iiitcnals,  the  expedition  might  take  place.  He  asked  me,  <<  Was 
<•  I  suit;  England  had  no  port  to  the  nordiward  of  Portsmouth'" 
I  said  *•  ceilainly."   **  Not  in  Scotland  ?"   I  I'cferrcd  him  to  flie 
map.  (I  was  a  little  surprised  that  he  did  not  know  this.)  This 
brought  on  tlie  old  subject  of  debauching  tlie  Irish  seamen  in  the 
Britisli  navy,  which  seems  a  ikvorite  scheme  of  De  la  Croix, 
and  is,  in  my  mind,  flat  nonsense.    He  questioned  me  as  befinre, 
whether,  by  preparing  a  few  of  tliem,  and  suffering  them  to 
esci^  they  might  not  rouse  the  patriotism  of  the  Irish  seamoiiii 
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and  cause  a  powerful  i*evul8ion  in  the  navy  of  England.  I  an- 
svkerpiU  as  I  had  done  already,  tliattlic  measure  was  undoubtedly 
good,  if  pi-operly  followed  up,  at  tlie  same  time^  tliat  tliei*c  was 
great  hazard  of  alaiTning  tlie  British  Government ;  that  he 
would  find  my  plan  on  the  subject  in  my  second  memorial,  whero 
he  wmild  see  that  an  Irisli  government  was,  in  my  mind,  an  in- 
dispensable rei^uislte  :  tliat  I  did  not  build  on  the  patriotism  of 
the  Irisli  seamen,  but  on  tiieir  passions  and  interests ;  that  wo 
could  offer  them  tlie  whole  English  commerce  as  a  bribe,  whilst 
England  has  nothing  to  oppose  in  i*etui*n  but  the  mei'e  force  of 
discipline  :  and  I  pressed  this  as  sti'ongly  on  the  Minister  as  my 
execrable  French  would  permit  He  then  mentioned  tliat  it 
w<iuld  be  necessai'y  to  send  pi*oper  pei-soas  to  Ii*cland  to  give 
notice  to  tlie  people  tliere  of  what  was  intended.  I  answered, 
one  person  was  suflicient  He  asked  me,  *<  Did  I  know  one 
Ducket?''  (tlie  fellow  who  pulled  out  the  English  newspaper  to 
decoy  me.)  I  answei*e<l,  I  knew  notliing  at  all  about  him.  He 
tlieu  asked  me^  *<Did  I  know  one  Simon,  a  priest?"  I  answer- 
ed, I  had  some  recollection  of  one  Fitzsimon,  a  priest  in  Ire- 
land, but  tliat  I  was  not  pei-sonally  acquainted  with  him.  I 
also  added  that  I  had  a  strong  objection  to  letting  priests  into 
the  business  at  all ;  tliat  most  of  them  wei-e  enemies  to  the 
French  Revolution,  and,  if  it  were  possible  to  find  a  military  man, 
be  would  be  the  pi*oi)erest  person ;  the  nioi*e  so,  as  it  would  en- 
courage those  to  whom  he  might  addi'ess  himself,  by  showing 
that  tiie  French  Government  were  serious  in  their  intentions. 
He  tben  said  he  would  look  out  for  such  a  pei-son.  I  took  this 
to  obsen^e,  tliat  tliere  was  not  an  hour  to  lose,  tliat  tlie 
ras  approaching  fast  when  the  British  channel  fleet 
VMddbeat  aea^  and  the  various  encampments  formed  in  Ireland, 
wUch  generally  took  place  about  the  middle  of  May  or  begin- 
■iagof  June.  He  said,  tlie  necessary  preparations,  on  the  small- 
eel  nralfi,  could  not  be  ready  sooner  than  one  montli.  I  replied, 
Hiflt  ene  nM»th  would  be  time  enough,  but  added  again,  tliat 
tibeie  wie  not  a  minute  to  lose.  I  then  took  my  leave,  having 
been  doaeted  nearly  one  hour  and  an  half. — On  the  whole,  I  do 
not  BMch  gkny  in  this  day's  conversation.  If  I  have  not  lost 
oanUcnoe,  I  certainly  have  not  gained  any.  I  see  the  Minister 
is  raolBil  in  hie  narrow  scheme^  and  I  am  sorry  for  it  Perhaps 
ieiperkmB  drounstances  will  not  pei*mit  him  to  be  otherwise ; 
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bat,  if  the  French  Government  have  the  power  ejBTectually  to 
sigt  Qs,  and  do  not,  they  are  miserable  politicians.  It  is  now  one 
hundred  and  three  years  since  Lewis  XIY,  neglected  a  sim- 
lar  opportunity  of  separating  Ireland  from  England,  and  France 
has  had  reason  to  lament  it  ever  since.  He,  too,  w^it  upmi  the 
short-sighted  policy  of  merely  embarrassing  England,  and 
leaving  Ireland  to  shift  as  she  might  I  hope  the  Republic  will 
act  on  nobler  motives,  and  with  more  extended  views.  At  all 
e^'ents,  I  have  done  my  duty  in  submitting  the  truth  to  them, 
and  I  shall  continue  so  to  do,  and  to  press  it  upon  tliem  in  all 
possible  modes  that  I  can  compass.  If  they  will  give  us  5,000 
men,  so.  If  not,  ^<  Let  ihe  sheriff  enier^  if  I  become  not  the  gal- 
lows as  well  as  another j  a  plagut  o*  my  bringing  up»** 

Seriously.  I  would  attempt  it  with  one  hundred  men.  My 
life  is  of  little  consequence,  and  I  should  hope  not  to  lose  it 
neither.  ^<  Please  God,  the  dogs  shall  not  have  my  poor  blood  to 
ficfc."  In  that  case,  as  I  have  pleasantly  said  already,  if  our 
lever  be  short  we  must  apply  the  greater  power.  Requisition! 
Requisition !  Our  independence  must  be  had  at  all  hazards.  If 
flie  men  of  property  will  not  support  us,  they  must  fall ;  we  can 
support  ourselves  by  the  aid  of  that  numerous  and  respectable 
*  class  of  tiie  community,  the  men  of  no  property. 

Mardi  12.  Called  on  Madgett  He  tells  me  that  the  business 
is  going  forward,  but  that  the  French  Government  is  in  the 
greatest  difficulty  for  tlie  want  of  money ;  that  the  Executive 
Directory  was,  within  these  few  days,  on  the  point  <rf  resigning, 
and  that  they  had  signified  to  the  Legislature  that  they  would 
do  so,  if  they  were  not  projierly  supported.  I  should  be  sin- 
cerely sorry  if  this  were  the  case,  as  well  for  the  sake  of  France, 
as  of  Ireland,  for  I  believe  they  are  both  able  and  honest  Mad- 
gett told  me  further,  tliat  he  expected  we  were  on  the  eve  of 
some  considerable  change,  not  of  measures,  but  of  men ;  that 
flie  party  who  wanted  to  come  in,  were  throwing  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  the  present  administration,  in  order  to  force  them 
to  resign ;  that  if  the  change  took  place,  it  would  not  extend  to 
flie  Dii-ectors,  but  to  tlte  Ministers ;  that  with  regard  to  the  af- 
fSurs  of  Ireland,  they  would  be  bettered,  ratiier  than  injured  by 
the  alteration ;  that  it  was  tlie  jacobin  party  who  expected  to 
come  in,  not  the  terrorists,  but  the  true  original  jacobins  who 
had  begun  the  Revolution;  that  \i  they  were  in  power,  he  was 
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soRthry  would  give  oil  10,000  men;  that,  however, as  to  Boui> 
■onville.  be  was  obnoxious  to  them,  and  of  course  would  not  be 
•lipiHnted  to  tiic  command.  If  there  is  to  be  any  change,  I  con- 
fess I  ^ould  be  glad  the  jacobins  were  to  come  again  in  to  phty, 
far  I  tliink  a  little  more  enci^  just  now,  would  do  the  French 
Gavemmcnt  no  harm.  On  the  whole,  I  am  not  much  delisted 
with  our  present  prospects. 

JUardt  13.  Went  as  usual  to  the  opera.  Serinent  de  la  li- 

ierU,  The  scene  represented  the  Champ  de  Mars,  on  t)te  day  of 

the  confederation.    As  usual,  tlic  spectacle  all  military.    In  tlie 

|B<oceasion,  was  a  band  of  young  men  in  regimentals,  but  witii- 

sut  arms.    At  a  ]»artiruUr  verse  of  tlieliymn,  which  was  chaunt- 

rd  before  the  altiu-  of  liberty,  they  approacbcd  the  grenadiers, 

who  WCTT  under  arms,  and  received  from  tliem  tbeir  firelocks, 

which  they  shouldered,  and  took  their  places  in  the  line;  sevc- 

ni  cvfdutions,  and  the  manual  exercise,  was  then  performed  by 

the  whole  body,  for,  as  I  have  already  remarked,  tliese  are  tho 

Wleta  of  the  French  nation  at  present    At  tlie  conclusion,  a 

band  vi  beautiful  young  women,  equal  in  number  to  the  yonng 

Hen,  entered,  carrying  di-awn  sabres  in  tlieir  hands,  and  ranged 

tbeoiBelvefi  on  one  side  of  the  stage ;  the  young  men  being 

drawn  up  in  a  line  on  the  other.  Each  of  the  youths  advanced  in 

bis  turn  to  the  centre  of  the  stage,  when  he  was  met  by  bla 

ustresB,  who  presented  him  with  his  sabre  with  one  hand,  and 

with  the  other  pointed  to  tlic  altar  of  liberty ;  the  youth  kissed 

tbfl  bilt  of  the  sabre,  and  returned  it  to  the  scabbard ;  the;  then 

blJ  back  iato  their  places,  and  were  succeeded  by  tlic  next  pair, 

Mtil  they  had  all  received  their  arms,  and  saluted  tlieir  mift- 

bflMM.   The  whole  tlien  joined  in  a  grand  chorus,  and  tiie 

■UiBrj  filed  off  as  for  the  frontiers,  tlie  women  being  placed 

HHk  an  eminemc  to  view  tliem  as  they  passed.    I  do  not  know 

ViriMt  Hr>  Burke  may  think,  but  I  humbly  conceive  from  the 

K  «Rbct  all  this  had  on  the  audience,  that  tiie  age  of  chivalry  is 

B   not  gum  in  Frame,    I  can  imagine  nothing  more  suited  to 

strike  the  imagination  of  a  young  Frenchmen,  than  sucb  a 

speclacle  as  thlt.  and  indeed,  though  I  am  no  Frenchman,  nor 

^  at  present  over  and  above  young,  it  alTected  me  extremely.   I 

^MB  wiK  notliitig  on  earth  has  such  an  influence  on  me,  as  my 

^nifo'a  ojHnion :  cvefy  action  of  my  life  has  a  reference  more 

^^UMtelbatt  and  in  the  very  business  I  am  now  eng^ed  in, 
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if  I  succeed,  I  look  for,  and  shall  find  tlio  reward  dfarent  to 
1117  heart,  in  her  commendation.  It  is  inconceivable,  (I  lie,  I 
lie,  it  is  not  at  all  inconceivable)  tUc  elTectwbich  the  admiration 
or  contempt  of  a  woman  has  on  the  spiiit  of  a  man.  Hector, 
when  be  is  balancing  in  his  mind,  whctlier  he  shall  stand  or 
fly  before  Achilles,  is  determined  by  (he  conniilcration  of  what 
the  Trojan  ladies  will  say  of  him.  "  Tray's  proud  dametf  whoie 
"garmentt  aweep  the  ground."  From  which  I  infer  that  human 
nature  vi  pretty  much  now  what  it  was  S.0O0  years  igfh  and 
tiiat  Homer  knew  it  well,  so  did  Siial(es|)eare,  and  so  did  Field- 
ing, who  has  hit  off  titc  same  point  admir^lr,  when  Lady  Bd- 
lastoii  is  working  upon*Lnrd  Fellamar.  I'o  return,  I  owe  n 
much  to  my  wife  for  Iter  incomparable  behavior  on  ten  tbon- 
Band  diffbrent  occasions,  tliat  I  feel  myself  bound  irresistibly  to 
make  e\-eiy  effort  to  place  Iicr  and  her  dear  little  babies  in  a  si- 
tuation in  some  degree  worthy  of  her  merit,  and  suitable  to  my 
sense  of  it  I  am  not  witliout  ambition  or  vanity  God  knows; 
I  love  fame,  and  I  suppose  I  sliould  like  powTr,  but  I  declare 
here  most  solemnly,  that  I  prefer  my  wife's  commendations  to 
tliosc  of  tJic  whole  world.  Well,  if  I  succeed  here.  I  shall  stand 
on  high  ground,  and  1  must  be  allowed  to  say,  I  shall  deservo 
it,  and  tlien  she  will  bo  proud  of  me.  an  I  am  of  her,  and  widi 
that  Gentiment,  i  conchulc  this  day's  journal. 

March  14.  Went  UiLs  day  to  tlic  Luxembourg:  1  hare  the 
luck  of  going  on  tJie  daj  s  tliat  Caniot  gives  audience,  and  of 
course  is  most  occupied ;  waited,  however,  to  the  last,  whiD 
only  one  person  ivmained  besides  myself.  Camot  then  calM 
me  over,  and  said,  "you  are  an  Irishman,"  I  answered  I  was; 
«then,"  said  he,  "  here  is  almost  a  cxuintryman  of  youn,  who 
"speaks  English  peifcctly.  He  has  the  confidence  of  Gorem- 
"ment:  go  witli  him  and  explain  yourself  without  reoerve,** 
I  did  not  much  like  tliis  refisning  mc  over :  however,  there  wis 
no  remedy :  so  I  made  my  bow,  and  followed  my  new  lover  to 
his  hotel.  He  told  me  on  the  way  that  he  was  General  Clarke ; 
that  his  father  was  an  Irishman ;  that  he  had  himself  been  in 
Ireland,  and  had  many  relations  in  tiiat  country;  he  adda^ 
(God  for^ve  him  if  be  exaggerated,]  that  all  the  mUitu7  ar> 
rangements  of  titt  Republic  passed  through  hia  hands,  and  In 
short,  gave  me  to  understand  that  he  was  at  the  head  at  An 
War  DtvartBitnt,  By  this  time,  we  arrived  at  thehiM  when 
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be  kept  his  bureau,  and  I  ubscn^d  in  passing  througli  tlie  office 
•to  Ilia  cabinet,  an  immense  number  of  boxes  labelled,  Annee  du 
Xord,  Amice  de.s  Pyi*enees,  Armcedu  Rliin,  &c.  &c.  so  tliat  I 
was  pretty  well  satisfied  that  I  Wiis  in  tbe  right  track.  When 
wc  entered  tlie  cabinets  ttold  him  intliree  \voi*ds,  who  and  what 
I  was,  and  then  proceeded  to  detail,  at  consiclei*ablc  length,  all 
I  knew  on  tiic  state  of  Irehind,  which,  as  it  is  substantially  con- 
tained in  my  two  memorials,  to  which  I  refen'cd  him,  I  need 
not  here  recapitulate.  This  took  up  a  coasidei*able  time,  I  sup- 
pose an  hour  and  a  half.  He  then  began  to  inteiTogate  me  on 
some  of  tlie  heads,  in  a  manner  wiiich  shewed  me  that  he  was 
utterly  unacquainted  with  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  Ii-eland, 
and  particulai'ly  with  the  great  internal  changes  which  have 
taken  place  tiiere  witliin  tlie  last  three  or  four  years,  which, 
however*  is  no  impeachment  of  his  judgment  or  talents ;  there 
were,  however,  otlier  points  on  which  he  was  radically  wi*ong. 
For  example,  he  asked  ine,  would  not  the  aristocracy  of  Ireland, 
some  of  wiiich  he  mentioned,  as  tlie  Earl  of  Onnond,  concur  in 
the  attempt  to  establish  the  independence  of  their  country  ?-^I 
aaswered:  Most  cei'tainly  not,  and  begged  him  to  remember  tliat 
if  the  attempt  were  made,  it  would  be  by  tlie  people,  and  the 
people  only ;  tliat  he  should  calculate  on  all  the  opjxxsition  that 
the  Irish  aristociiicy  could  give ;  that  the  French  Revolution, 
whidi  had  given  courage  to  tlie  people,  had,  in  tlie  same  propor- 
ticnu  alarmed  the  aristocracy,  who  tiTuibled  for  their  titles 
and  estates ;  that  this  alarm  was  diligently  fomented  by  tlie 
British  Minister,  who  had  been  able  to  {K^i'suade  every  man  of 
property,  that  their  only  seairity  was  in  supporting  him  impli- 
ddj  in  every  measure  calculated  to  oppose  tlie  progress  of  what 

called  French  principles ;  tliat,  cxmsequc^ntly,  in  any  sys- 

he  mif^t  frame  in  his  mind,  he  should  lay  down  the  utmost 

of  the  aristocracy  as  an  essential  point     At  the 

I  addedy  tliat,  in  case  of  a  landing  being  effected  in 

ttcir  opposition  would  be  of  very  little  significance,  as 

ondnct  liad  been  such  as  to  give  them  no  claim  on  tlie  af- 
file people ;  tliat  their  own  tenants  and  dejiendants 
I  ^nm  satisfied,  desert  them,  and  they  would  become  just 
hdplen  individuals,  devoid  of  [niwer  and  influence. — 
He flwmcotiomd  that  the  Volunteer  Convention  in  1783,seem- 
d  la  be  aa  eaounple  against  what  I  now  ad\  anccd ;  the  people 
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tlicn  had  acted  tlirougli  tlieir  leaders.    I  answered  tliey  ccrtauily 
hady  and  an  tlieir  leailers  hstd  bcti-ayed  them,  that  very  conven- 
tion was  one  reason  why  the  people  had  forever  lost  all  confi- 
dence in  wliat  Wits  called  leaders.   He  then  mentioned  the  con- 
fusion and  bloodshed  likely  to  result  from  a  people  such  as  I  de- 
scribed, and  he  knew  tlie  Irish  to  be.  breaking  loose  without 
pni[)er  heads  to  control  and  moderate  their  fury. — I  answered  it 
was  but  too  true ;  that  I  saw  as  well  as  he.  that,  in  the  first  ex- 
plosion, it  was  likely  that  many  events  would  take  place  in  Ifaeir 
nature  very  shocking:  that  rcvolutioas  were  not  made  witiioat 
much  individual  suffering :  that,  however,  in  the  present  instance, 
supix>sing  the  worst,  there  would  be  a  kind  of  retributi^'e  justice, 
as  no  body  of  men  on  earth  were  more  tyTannical  and  oppr^sive 
in  their  nature,  than  those  who  wonAA  be  most  likely  to  suffer  in 
the  event  he  alluded  to ;  tliat  I  had  often  in  my  own  mind,  (and 
God  knows  the  fact  to  be  so.)  lamented  tlie  necessity  of  our  situa- 
tion, but  tliat  Ireland  was  so  circumstanced,  tliat  she  had  no 
altei-native  but  unconditional  submission  to  England,  or  a  re- 
volution, with  a  chance  of  all  the  conc(Mnitant  sufferings,  and 
that  I  was  one  of  those  who  preferred  difficulty  and  danger  and 
distress,  to  slavery,  especially  where  I  saw  clearly  tkere  was 
no  otlier  means.   ^'^It  is  very  true,''  replied  he,   '*  there  is  no 
^»  making  an  ommeUttej  witliout  breaking  of  eggs."   He  still 
seemed,  however,  to  have  a  leaning  towards  the  co-operation  of 
our  aristocracy,  which  is  flat  nonsense.    He  asked  me  was  there 
no  one  man  of  tiiat  body,  that  we  could  not  make  use  of,  and 
again  mentioned,  <<  for  ejiample,  the  Earl  of  Ormond."  I  an- 
s^-ered  *^  not  one ;"  tliat  as  to  Lord  Ormond,  he  was  a  drajaken 
beast,  without  a  character  of  any  kind,  but  that  of  a  block- 
head ;  tiiat  I  did  believe,  speaking  my  pwn  private  qpinioii  as 
an  individual,  that  perhaps  tiie  Duke  of  Leinster  might  join  the 
people,  if  the  revolution  was  once  begun,  because  I  tiioag^t  him 
a  good  Irishman ;  but  thai  for  tins  opinion,  I  had  merely  my  own 
conjectures,  and  that,  at  any  rate,  if  the  b^inning  was  once  mad^ 
it  would  be  of  very  littie  consequence  what  part  any  individiial 
might  take.   I  do  not  know  how  Fitzgibbon's  name  happened 
to  come  inhere,  but  he  asked  me  would  it  not  be  possible  to  mdoe 
iometiiing  of  him.   Any  one  who  knows  Ireland,  will  readily 
believe  tiiat  I  did  not  find  it  easy  to  make  a  serious  answer  to 
this  question.  Yes,  Fitzgibbon  would  be  verj  likely,  flpom  Ua 
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sitoation,  his  principles,  his  hopes  and  his  fears^  liis  property, 
and  tlie  general  tenor  of  his  conduct,  to  begin  a  i*evoIution  in 
Ireland.  At  last,  I  believe  I  satisiial  CIai*ke  on  the  subject  of 
the  support  to  be  expected  from  our  aristocracy.  He  then  asked 
me  ^hat  I  tliought  tlic  revolution,  if  begun,  would  terminate 
in.  I  answered,  undoubtedly,  as  I  thought,  in  a  Republic  allied 
to  France.  He  tlien  said  what  security  could  I  give,  that  in 
twenty  years  after  our  independence,  we  might  not  be  found  en- 
gaged as  an  ally  of  England  against  France  ?  I  tliought  tlie 
obsen'ation  a  very  foolish  one,  and  only  answered  that  I  could 
not  venture  to  foretell  what  the  combination  of  events  for  twenty 
years  might  produce ;  but  that,  in  the  present  posture  of  affairs, 
there  were  few  things  which  presented  tliemselves  to  my  view 
under  a  more  improbable  shape.  He  then  came  to  tlie  infiucnco 
of  the  Catholic  clergy  over  the  minds  of  tlie  people,  and  tlio 
apfirehenaion  that  they  might  warp  tliem  against  Fi*ance.  I  as- 
sured him,  as  the  fact  is,  tliat  it  was  much  more  likely  tliat 
France  would  turn  the  people  against  tlie  clergy ;  that  within 
tiiese  last  few  years,  that  is  to  say,  since  the  French  Revolu- 
tion, an  astonishing  change,  witli  regard  to  the  influence  of  tlie 
priests,  had  taken  place  in  Ireland.  I  mentioned  to  him  tlie 
cooduct  of  that  body,  pending  the  Catholic  business,  and  how 
much  and  how  justly  tliey  had  last  character  on  tiiat  account  I 
told  him  the  anecdote  of  tlie  Poiie^s  legate,  who  is  also  Arch- 
biflbop  of  Dublin,  being  superseded  in  the  actual  management 
of  his  own  chapel,  of  his  endeavoring  to  prevent  a  political 
meeting  therein,  and  of  his  being  forced  to  submit  and  attend 
the  meeting  himself;  but,  particulai'ly,  I  mentioned  the  circum- 
stance of  die  clergy  excommunicating  all  Defenders,  and  even 
tiie  sacraments  to  some  of  the  poor  fellows  in  articulo 
which  to  a  Catholic  is  a  very  serious  affair,  and  all  to 
This  last  circumstance  seemed  to  strike  him  a 
He  then  said  that  I  was  not  to  augur  any  thing 
mgr,  from  any  thing  that  had  passed  on  that  day ;  that 
ha  vhU  read  and  consider  my  memorials  very  attentively,  but 
that  I  ■■*  see  that  a  business  of  such  magnitude  could  not  be 
iaeno  conversation,  and  that  tlie  first;  tliat  I  was  not, 
to  be  discouraged  because  he  did  not  at  present  com- 
wifli  me  more  openly.  I  answered  I  understood  all 
Ant;  thaft  VBdoobtedly,  on  tliis  occasion,  it  was  my  turn  to  speak, 
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and  his  to  hear,  as  I  was  not  to  get  information,  but  to  give  it. 
I  then  fixed  with  him  to  return  in  Nix  days,  (on  the  1st  of  Ger- 
minal,) and  having  i*eque.stiMl  him  to  get  tlie  original  mcmorialKy 
as  he  was  perfect  master  of  the  English,  and  I  could  not  an- 
swer for  a  tninslation  whidi  I  iiad  never  seen,  1  took  my  leave. 
I  see  clearly  that  all  Clarke*s  ideas  on  Irish  jiolitics  arc  at 
least  thirty  years  behind  those  of  tiie  i>eo|)le.  and  I  took  pains 
to  impress  him  witli  that  conviction  as  delicately  as  I  could. 
We  should,  acconling  to  his  theory,  have  two  blessed  auxiliaries 
to  begin  with,  the  noblesse  and  the  clergy.  I  hope,  however,  I 
have  beat  him  a  little  out  of  that  nonsense,  and.  that,  when  he 
reads  the  memorials  in  cool  blood,  he  will  be  satisfied  of  its  ab- 
surdity. By-the-by,  my  memorials  I  fmd  have  never  been  laid 
before  tlic  Executive ;  that  is  bad ;  I  trust  tliey  are  now  in  train. 
Wlien  I  mentioned  tliat  Dc  la  Croix  had  referred  me  to  Mad- 
gett,  I  found*  witli  some  little  surjirise^  tliat  Clarke  did  not  know 
lladgett  To  hear  the  latter  s])eak,  one  would  suppose  it  im- 
possible that  could  be  the  case.  This  comes  of  being  a  stranger. 
I  must  grope  my  way  here  as  well  as  I  can.  Camot  has  posi- 
tively referred  me  to  Clarke,  and  if  he  be  as  confidential  as  he 
gives  me  to  understand,  I  have  no  reason  to  complain ;  but  sup- 
pose he  is  not.  where  is  my  remedy?  and  how  am  I  to  ascertain 
that  fact?  I  know  nobody  here,  of  whom  I  can  inquire.  If  I 
rest  in  the  hands  of  subalterns,  I  risque  the  success  of  my  plans* 
and  I  act  against  my  wishes  and  my  Judgment.  If  I  go  bark 
to  the  principals,  I  risque  the  making  an  enemy  of  tiic  subal- 
terns, and  there  Ls  no  animal  so  mean,  but  has  the  powTr  to  do 
miscliief.  I  would  ratlier  stick  to  Caniot,  but  what  can  I  do 
when  he  has  handed  me  over  to  Clarke?  ^Svffdk^ichat  remedy  f^ 
At  any  rate,  I  must  let  things  go  on  in  the  present  track,  until 
I  see  some  open,  or  until  I  conceive  myself  neglected.  As  yet, 
I  certainly  have  no  reason  to  complain.  **J  pixe  upon  thee  far 
a  'U'icked  La*  yfr,  Tbm  Clarkey**  1  would  ratlier  deal  with  yoar 
master,  but  tliat  canH  be  for  tlic  present,  and  so  ***Ti$lmiwL 
vain,**  ^c.  We  will  sec  what  the  first  of  Germinal  will  produce, 
and.  in  the  mean  time,  I  will,  as  Matty  says,  ^^Ut  the  roartd  itagm^ 
It  is  unnecessary  to  observe  tliat  I  only  gi\'c  the  outlines  of  tlie 
various  conversations  related  in  tliese  memorandums.  There 
are  a  tliousand  collateral  points,  which  it  is  impossible  to  de- 
tail.   The  general  tenor  of  my  discourse  was  grounded  on  the 
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farts  contained  in  my  two  memorials^  which  I  cndonA  oi*o(l  to 
state  and  support  in  tiic  sti*ongest  manner  I  could,  dwelling  jmr- 
ticulaiiy  on  the  Defenders*  the  Di.ssentei*s,  tlic  ivrent  union  hc- 
iwocn  tlie  Nccts,  which  I  mentioned  as  a  circnnistanco  of  the. 
lajit  importance,,  tlie  probable  consequences  to  tlie  naval  jiower 
of  England,  and  the  effects  to  be  hojicd  for  ft*oni  the  proclama- 
tionti  mentioned  in  my  second  memorial,  which  seemed  to  strik(^ 
Clarke  very  foiTibly;  tliough  he  combatted  tiicm  at  fii*st,  until 
I  asbed  him  how  he  would  like  to  be  an  English  Admiral  leav- 
ing Portsmontli  under  tlie  circimistances  1  had  described :  on 
which  lie  submitted  as  became  him.  I  do  not  detail  all  tliis,  for 
in  lact  it  would  be  but  amplifying  my  memorials.  One  thing  I 
must  observe  lierc ;  tliough  I  told  Carnot  thsit  I  had  been  with 
the  Minister,  I  never  told  the  Minister  I  had  lieen  with  Carnot. 
In  like  manner,  Clarke  knows  I  have  sccmi  Madgett,  but  Mad- 
gett  does  not  know  I  have  ever  been  at  the  Luxembourg.  Thei*e 
is  sometliing  like  duplicity  in  tliis ;  if  theixi  be,  my  situation 
must  excuse  it.  I  am  acrting  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  and  I 
have  not  a  soul  to  advise  witli.  P.  P.,  P.  P.  w  hat  would  I  give 
that  you  were  hero  to  day !  Mem.  Beauvilliers*  Burgimdy,  &c. 
March  15.  Went  to  breakfast  with  Madgett,  in  (Mnisequence 
of  a  note  which  I  receive4l  from  him.  Madgett  in  high  spirits ; 
telLs  me  every  thing  is  going  on  as  well  as  ])ossible ;  that  our 
affair  ia  before  the  Dii*ectory ;  that  it  is  determined  to  give  us 
50,000  stand  of  ai'ms,  ai'tillery  for  an  army  of  tliat  force,  672 
cannoniersy  and  a  demi-brigade,  which  he  tells  me  is  from  3,000 
to  4,000  men;  that  tlie  Minister  desires  my  opinion  in  writing 
as  to  the  place  of  landing.  All  this  is  very  good  and  pivcise.  1 
toild  lum  with  that  force  wc  must  land  near  Bclfiist,  and  push  on 
iaunedialcly  to  get  possession  of  the  Pews  Mountains,  which 
oorer  tibe  pro\ince  of  Ulster,  until  we  could  raise  and  ann  our 
foKCBB  ;  that,  if  possible^  a  second  landing  should  be  made  in  tlie 
Baj  of  Gal  way,  which  anny  should  cover  itself,  its  scxni  as  pos- 
siUe,  by  the  Shannon,  breaking  down  most  of  the  bridges,  and 
CMiifyiiig  the  remainder;  tiiat  we  should  thus  begin  with  tlie 
conmand  of  one  half  of  the  nation,  and  that  the  most  disc<mtented 
part;  Hut,  as  to  the  iioii;  of  embarkation,  which  the  Muiistcr 
had  also  mentioned,  i  suggested  stmie  of  the  Dutch  |M)i*ts,  firsU 
bccanse  I  believed  they  were  less  watchiHl  than  the  Fi*ench,  and 
next,  that  England  having  no  harbor,  where  she  could  ivfit  a 
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fleet,  to  the  north  of  Portsmoutli,  even  if  she  kept  a  fleet  in  the 
North  Seas,  it  must  return  occasionailjr  to  refit,  and  tlie  expe- 
dition might  take  place  in  the  intenal.   If,  however,  the  Dutch 
ports  were  too  strongly  watched,  we  might  go  from  any  of  tlie 
French  harbors  on  tlie  ocean,  and  coast  round  by  the  West  of 
Ireland  into  the  Loch  of  Belfast   Maflgett  reduced  this  to  writ- 
ing in  French,  and  we  went  together  to  the  Minister,  where  he 
delivered  it  to  him  before  my  eyes.  Madgett  tells  me  that  Prieur 
de  la  Marnc  is  in  the  secret,  and  has  recommended  and  guaran- 
tied a  Capuchin  friar  of  the  name  of  Fitz  Simons,  to  goto  Ire- 
land.   I  told  Madgett  I  had  the  most  violent  dislike  to  letting 
any  priest  into  the  business  at  all.    He  said  he  did  not  like  it 
either;  but  that  Prieur  de  la  Marne  had  known  this  man  for 
twenty  years,  and  would  stake  his  life  on  his  honesty.   I  do 
not  care  for  all  that;  I  will  give  my  opinion  plump  against  his 
being  sent  Madgett  mentioned  tliat  tlie  fellow  had  some  notion 
€t  a  resumption  of  the  forfeited  lands.    That  would  be  a  pretty 
measure  to  begin  with !  Besides,  he  has  been  out  of  tlie  countr}' 
twenty  or  thirty  years,  and  knows  nothing  about  it  and  I  dare 
say  hates  a  Presbyterian  like  the  devil.  No!  No!  If  I  can  help 
it,  he  shan't  go ;  if  I  can't,  why  I  can*t   I  want  a  military 
man.   I  must  see  whoever  is  sent,  I  presume,  and  how  can  I 
commit  the  safety  of  my  friends  in  Ireland  to  a  man  in  whom 
I  have  no  confidence  myself.   And,  indeed,  I  have  some  doubts, 
whether  I  have  any  right  to  commit  the  safety  of  any  person 
but  myself.  However,  tlie  way  that  I  answer  that  objection,  is* 
that  it  is  absolutely  necessary ;  that  I  am  acting  by  their  own 
advice  and  direction,  and  with  their  concurrence ;  that  I  have 
not  shrunk  myself  from  any  trouble,  labor,  or  danger;  that  it 
is  but  just  they  should  take  their  share,  especially  when  it  is 
essential  for  the  success  of  the  measure;  and,  finally,  that  I 
rely  very  much  upon  their  discretion  to  avmd  all  anneceasary 
hazard,  and  conduct  themselves  properly  through  this  ardwna 
business.   These  reasons  are,  witii  me,  of  sufficient  weight  to 
decide  me  in  giving  the  names  ot  five  or  ux  men  in  Irrlaod, 
in  order  tiiat,  whoever  is  sent,  if  any  one  is  sent  by  the  French 
Government,  may  see  them.  At  tliesame  time^  I  give  my  advice 
tiiatflie  messenger  see  but  mie  of  them,  and  leave  it  to  him  to 
communicate  with  the  others.   And  that  one  shall  be  P.  P.   I 
will  put  him  in  the  post  of  danger  and  honor,  though  I  love  hfaa 
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^pa  brother.  I  wish  Irt-land  to  inmp  under  obligations  to  tin* 
I  1'.  I*.  Ami  mtw  I  must  observe  tliat  it  i^  very  wlU,  if  tlic 
ninctn  be  a'*  Mailgett  Hayn.  before  tJic  Directory,  and  so  far 
Itauccd.  that  Clarke  Nhniild  i(nuw  nothing  about  it.  Camot 
1  iiii|ieai-  til  nift  yesWnlay  to  have  e\en  seen  my  tnemo- 
d  1  rather  believe  that  to  be  the  rase.  Madgctt  is  much 
[nine  than  I  am,  for  I  [ireserve  in  all  tbis  businesa  a 
hid)  U  trtily  ailiiiirablc  I  have  resolved  never  to 
e  that  tlie  pxprditian  will  be  undertaken,  'till  1  see  the 
tnnpn  cm  boanj.  tior  tliat  it  will  succeei)  until  I  have  slept  one 
ai^t  imder  canvass  in  Ireland.  Then.  I  shall  have  bopes.  At 
IMweiit,  1  keep  my  mind  umler  a  strict  regimen,  and,  without 
ilfactBtiaa.  I  think  it  must  be  an  extraordinary  circumstance 
vhidi  wottld much  elevate  ur  depress  me.  All  which  is  truly  cdi- 
^ng  wd  exlreinely  philosophical.  Mudgett  tells  me  that  Rew- 
bell  i^  the  member  of  the  Directory  who  is  the  most  san- 
guine am)  earnest  in  support  of  the  measure.  Well !  T)ie  iirat 
«f  ticnuinal,  I  ituppo^e,  I  shall  know  more  of  tite  matter. 
Clarke,  after  all,  must  be  better  autliority  tlian  Madgett  Om  I 
thing  1  we.  tliat  Mailgctt  wishes  lu  keep  me  nut  of  sight  ■ 
omdt  •■  {NHuble,  whirli  is  very  natural,  and  I  am  sure  I  ai 
not  ansi?  with  him  for  it.  Nevertheless,  I  will  smuggle  an  odd  ] 
lint  now  an*!  then  to  tlie  Luxembourg,  "Jtist  to  sev  liiings  % 
tittle."  "Ifbtelsvitkin  uheels?"  ••Businrss,  buainesx,  says  T, 
Mr.  SttTttarf,  muat  kt  done."  Wise  memoranilums.  I  had  like 
to  h»ve  ror^Diten.  I  have  not  neglected  Mr.  Wm.  Bi-owne'a 
(n/  brodia-  Matthew's)  aSiur.  Lamai-e  has  written  to  Guise 
bjr  ihb  day's  post,  on  that  subject,  having  rercived  no  answer 
tta  tetter  which  he  wrote  on  tlic  same  head  about  a  fortnight  i 
dace*  I  wish  the  said  Mr.  Browne  wetT  liere,  for  a  vast  multi-  ( 
flksty  of  rcMons. 

Mtnk  Ifi.  Blank.    Dinetl  alone  in  the  Champs  Elysees.   A  I 
nnt  Midons  walk.  Tlie  French  know  how  to  be  happy,  or  «k  I 
lowltvhe gay,  better  than  all  the  world  besides.  Thclrishcomel 
atar  litem,  bat  the  Irish  all  drink  more  or  less,  (except  P.  P. 
who  »enr  drinks.)  and  the  French  are  very  sober.    I  live  very 
■beriy  at  preheat,  liavin);  retrenrbcd  my  quantity  of  wine  one 
half:  I  Hear,   however,  that  if  1  had  the  pleasure  of  P.  P. 'a 
r  tiwomrraw.  being  St.  Patrick's  day.  we  should,  in- 
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deed,  *<  take  a  sprig  of  watercresses  with  our  bread.^*  Yes!  wc 
should  make  a  pi-ctty  sober  meal  of  it  Oh  Lord!  Oh  Lord! 

March  17.  St  Tatrick's  day.  Dined  alone  in  tlic  Champs 
Elysees.  Sad!  Sad! 

March  18.  Blank  !  Theatre  in  the  evening. 

^larch  19.  Madgett  called  on  me  this  morning  to  tell  mc  the 
Directory  have  resolved  to  give  us  an  entire  brigade,  (viz.  8^000 
men  instead  of  4,000.)  He  told  me,  also^  that  the  Minister  had 
asked  him  whether  I  had  ever  been  to  the  Directory,  and  that 
he  had  said  he  was  sure  I  had  not  {Mem.  I  rather  believe  that 
honesty  is  always  tlie  best  policy  in  every  affair,  public  and 
private;  for  though  I  am  sure  it  was  from  the  purest  motives 
that  I  had  not  told  Madgett  of  my  visits  to  the  Luxembourg* 
yet  I  felt  very  awkwai*d  at  the  question.)  I  answered,  that,  in 
consequence  of  tlie  extreme  anxiety  which  1  felt  for  the  success 
of  the  business,  as  well  as  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  I  had  re- 
ceived to  omit  notliing  likely  to  bring  the  state  of  Ireland  before 
the  French  Grovemment,  I  had  thought  it  my  duty  to  go,  in 
person,  to  tiie  Executive,  and  obtain,  if  possible,  an  audience : 
the  more  so,  as  Camot,  who  is  now  one  of  the  Directory,  was 
well  known  by  reputation  in  Ireland ;  and  I  was  particularly 
charged,  if  pcteible,  to  find  him  out  Madgett  seemed  quite  sa- 
tisfied at  this,  and,  having  fixed  to  breakfast  witli  him  to-mor- 
row, we  parted. 

March  20.  Breakfast  with  Madgett  The  Minister  wants  to 
know  our  plan  of  conduct,  supposing  tlie  landing  effected.  This 
lias  been  already  detailed  in  my  memorial,  but  it  is  necessary 
to  go  over  the  same  ground  again  and  again.  <*  Put  it  to  him  in 
other  wordsj**  viz.  The  Catholic  Committee  is  already  a  com- 
plete representation  of  that  body,  and  the  Dissenters  are  so  pre- 
pared tliat  they  can  immediately  choose  delegates.  That  those 
t^^o  bodies,  when  joined,  will  represent,  numerically,  ninc- 
tenths  of  the  people,  and,  of  course,  under  existing  circumstan- 
ces, are  the  best  Government  that  we  can  form  at  the  moment 
This  Madgett  reduced  to  writing,  but  I  have  no  copy,  which  is 
of  the  less  coasequence,  as  the  paper  is  only  a  paraphrase  of  part 
of  my  last  memorial.  Desired  Madgett  to  explain  to  tiie  Minis- 
ter that  my  visit  to  tlie  Luxembourg  was  in  consequence  of  po- 
sitive directions  I  had  to  communicate  with  Camot,  whether  in 
or  out  of  power ;  that  I  had  the  highest  i-esjiect  for  the  Minis- 
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iiT^s  talents  and  patriotism,  and,  if  tlicrc  was  any  ii*regularity 
in  my  applying  to  Camot,  it  was  merely  an  error  in  judgment, 
as  he  must  be  convinced  that,  circumstanced  as  I  was,  I  could 
never  dream  of  doing  any  tiling  wliich  might  be  disagreeable  to 
a  perHon  in  his  station,  &c«  I  believe  tliis  will  satisfy  De  la 
Croix ;  but  I  fancy*  between  friends,  tliat  Madgett  rather  than 
the  Minister,  is  a  little  piqued ;  for,  witii  great  sincerity,  and, 
I  amsure^  an  honest  anxiety  for  the  success  of  the  measure,  I 
can  see  a  little  desire  in  his  mind  of  doing  eveiy  thing  himself; 
for  wiiich,  as  I  liave  already  said,  with  a  laudable  magnanim- 
ity, I  am  not  at  all  angry  ^ith  him ;  nevertlieless,  I  shall  take 
like  liberty,  under  tiie  i-ose,  to  follow  my  own  plana  little:  I  do 
not  tliink  I  have  made  a  blunder  yet,  unless  (which  I  do  not 
think)  my  goingto  Caniot,  without  informing  tlie  Minister,  was 
one.  Took  a  delightful  walk  in  the  Chami)s  £lysees,  and  dined 
alone,  as  usual,  at  a  very  retired  Restaurateur.  I  live  here  in 
Paris,  absolutely  like  a  hermit. 

Mirch  21.  Went,  by  appointment,  (tiiis  being  tiic  1st  Gemii- 
nal)  to  the  Luxembourg,  to  General  Clarke ;  ^*damn  it  and  rot 
Ufar  me** — lie  has  not  yet  got  my  memorials :  only  tiiink  how 
imvoking.  I  told  him  I  would  make  him  a  fair  copy,  as  I  had 
the  rough  draft  by  me.  He  aiLswercd  it  was  unnecessar}',  as  he 
had  given  in  a  memorandum,  in  writing,  to  Caniot,  to  send 
for  the  originals,  and  would  certainly  have  them  before  I  could 
make  the  copy.  We  tlien  went  into  tiie  subject  as  before,  but 
nothing  new  occurred.  He  dwelt  a  little  on  the  nobles  and 
clerg;y«  and  1  replied  as  I  had  done  in  the  former  convei*sation ; 
he  said  he  was  satisfied  tiiat  nothing  was  to  be  expected  frara 
either^  and  I  ans^Tred  tiiat  he  might  exiiect  all  tlie  opposition 
th^  ooidd  g^ve,  if  they  had  tiie  power  to  give  any,  but  tiiat, 
kafgSjf  if  the  landing  were  once  effected,  tiieir  opinion  would 
keafBttfe  consequence.  He  then  asked  me,  as  before,  what  form 
flf  Givtmneiit  I  tiiought  would  be  likely  to  take  place  in  Ire- 
baif  n  cue  of  tiie  separaticm  being  effected,  adding  that,  as  to 
Fmict^  though  she  would  certainly  prefer  a  Republic,  yet  her 
gmit  object  was  the  indeiiendence  of  Ireland  under  any  form  ? 
I  mmnnif  I  had  no  doubt  whatever  that,  if  we  succeeded,  we 
OBtablish  a  Republic,  adding  tiiat  it  was  my  own  wish. 
as  Alt  of  oU  the  men  witii  whom  I  co-operated.  He  then 
tdfcei  of  tiie  necessity  of  sending  some  person  to  Ireland  to  ex- 
VoL.II_8 
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amine  into  the  state  of  tilings  there^  adding,  <*you  would  not 
go  yourself/'  I  answered,  certainly  not:  tliat,  intlie  first  place» 
I  had  ah-eady  given  in  all  the  information  I  was  possessed  oi^ 
and,  for  me  to  add  any  thing  to  that,  would  be,  in  fact,  only 
suppoiiing  my  credit  by  my  oaiti  declaration ;  that  he  would  find, 
even  in  the  English  papers,  and  I  was  suit  much  more  in  the 
Irish,  if  he  had  tliem,  suflicient  evidence  of  the  state  of  the  conn-. 
ti*y  to  support  every  word  I  had  advanced,  and  evidence  of  the 
most  unexceiitionable  natuiT,  as  it  came  out  of  the  mouths  of  tliose 
who  ^Trc  inteiTsted  to  conceal  it.  and  would  conceal  it,  if  tlwj 
could ;  that,  for  me  to  be  found  in  Ireland  now,  would  be  a  certain 
sacrifice  of  my  life  to  no  purpose ;  that,  if  tlie  expedition  was  un- 
dertaken, I  would  go  in  any  station ;  tliat  I  was  not  only  ready 
and  willing,  but  should  most  earnestly  supplicate  and  entreat 
the  French  Government  to  permit  mc  to  take  a  pai-t,  even  as  a 
private  volunteer,  with  a  firelock  on  my  shoulder,  and  that  I 
thought  I  could  be  of  use  to  both  counti'ies.    He  answered,  <<  as 
to  that,  there  could  be  no  difficulty  or  doubt  on  the  part  of  the 
French  Government  **  He  tlien  expressed  his  regret  at  the  delay 
of  the  memorials,  and  assured  me  he  would  use  all  diligence  in 
procuring  them,  and  would  not  lose  a  moment  after  tihey  came 
to  his  hands.    I  entreated  him  to  consider  that  the  season  was 
now  advancing  fast  when  tlic  channel  fleet  would  be  at  sea,  and 
the  cami»  in  Ireland  formed,  and,  of  coui*se,  that  every  hour 
was  precious,  which  he  admitted.  I  then  took  my  leave,  having 
fixed  to  retiun  in  five  days,  on  the  6tli  Germinal.    I  apolc^^iied 
for  pressing  him  thus,  which  I  assuitnl  him  I  sliould  not  do  in  a 
business  of  my  o\i7i  private  concern,  and  so  we  parted.  And  nour 
is  it  not  extremely  provoking  tliat  in  a  business  of  such  magni- 
tude, seven  days  have  been  lost  ?    The  papers  arc  lying  in  the 
Minister's  hands,  ready  and  finishcHU  and  notliing  to  do  but  to 
send  for  tliem,  yet  they  are  not  got  Well !  if  ever  I  get  to  be  A 
Citizen  Director,  or  a  Citizen  Minister,  I  hope  I  shall  do  bet- 
ter than  tliat:  I  am  in  a  rage;  hell!  hell!    ^^Funff  rtvmgtf 
disdain,  and  indignation  tear  my  swoln  breastf  tffhiUt  jwrnrog; 
like  the  winds,  rise  np  to  heaven,  and  ptit  out  all  the  ffork^  As 
I  have  nothing  to  add  more  outrageous,  I  will  here  change  the 
subject 

Went  to  see  Othello;  not  translated,  but  only  taken  ftonte 
English.  Poor  Shakspeare!   Ifeltrorhira.   ThelVenchtra- 
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gcdy  is  a  pitiful  poiformanrc,  filled  \i'ith  false  sentiment ;  the 
Moor  \^  liines  moflt  abominably,  and  lago  is  a  person  of  a  very 
pretty  morality  ;  the  author  ajKilogizcs  for  softening  the  villany 
of  tlie  latter  character,  as  well  as  for  saving  the  life  of  De.sdc- 
mona,  and  substituting  a  happy  termination  in  ])lace  of  tlie 
xublime  and  terrible  conclusion  of  tlie  £nglish  tragedy,  by  say- 
ing that  tiie  humanity  of  tlio  FiTncli  nation,  and  tlieir  mo- 
rality, would  be  shcxrked  by  such  exhibitions:  <<  Marry  corns  up, 
indeed!  Paqdc'a  ears  art  sometimes  the  nicest  part  about  tliem.^^ 
I  admire  a  nation  that  will  guillotine  sixty  jieople  a  day  for 
months,  men,  women,  and  childi*en,  and  cannot  bear  tlie  catas- 
trophe of  a  dramatic  exhibition!  Yet,  certainly  the  author 
knows  besU  and  I  have  had  occasion  rejieatedly  to  observe,  that 
Che  Fivncli  arc  moi-e  struck  witli  any  little  incident  of  tender- 
ness on  tlie  stage,  a  thousand  times,  than  the  English,  which  is 
strange.  In  short,  the  Fi'cnch  are  a  humane  people  when  they 
are  not  mad,  and  I  like  tlicm  with  all  their  faults,  and  the  guillo- 
tine at  the  liead  of  tliem,  better,  a  thousand  times,  than  the  English. 
And  I  like  the  Irish  better  than  either,  and  as  no  one  can  doubt 
my  impartiality,  I  expect  my  opinicm  will  be  received  with  pro- 
per respect  and  deference  by  all  whom  it  may  concern.  I  have 
notliingto  add.  Upon  fui'ther  i-ccollection,  1  have  something  to 
add.  In  tlie  coui-se  of  the  conversation,  when  I  desired  Clarke  to 
count  upon  all  tlie  opiiosition  which  the  Irish  ai*istocrasy,  whe- 
tlier  Protestant  or  Catliolic,  could  give,  he  said  he  believe<l  I 
was  in  the  right;  for  that,  since  he  saw  me  last,  he  had  read 
over  a  variety  of  memorials  on  the  subject  of  Irish  affairs,  which 
had  been  given  in  to  tlie  French  Government  f«)r  forty  yeara 
back*  and  they  all  supported  iiiy  opinion  as  to  that  {Kiint  I  an- 
wwwmAf  I  was  glad  of  it,  but  begged  him  not  to  build  much  on 
wmf  papersy  above  a  very  recent  date ;  tliat  tlie  changes,  even 
were  not  much  greater  than  in  Ireland  since  1789; 
was  true  of  her  ten  or  seven  years  ago,  was  not  true 
;  of  which  tliere  could  not  be  a  stronger  instance  than  tliis, 
Alt  if  the  French  had  landed  during  the  last  war,  tlie  Dissent- 
en^  toft  BUUI9  and  even  tlie  Catliolics,  would  have  opposed  tliem ; 
hit  tten  France  was  under  tlie  yoke,  which  she  had  since  broken ; 
Ikit  all  Ae  changes  in  tlie  sentiment  of  the  Irish  people  flowed 
bnm  the  Esvolution  in  France,  which  they  had  watclied  vci*y 
tUgOBAjf  and  that  being  the  case^  he  would,  I  hope,  find  rea« 
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son  to  believe  tliat  my  opinion  on  the  influence  of  tlie  nobles  and 
clergy  was  Counded  in  fact  I  tlien  ^ent  on  to  obsen'e,  that, 
about  one  hundred  yeai*s  ago,  Louis  the  XlVtIi,  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  separating  livland  from  England,  during  the  \\'ar  be- 
tween James  II  and  William  III :  that  partly  by  his  own  mi- 
serable ix)licyy  and  partly  by  the  intereste<l  views  of  his  Minis- 
ter, Lonvois,  he  contented  himself  with  feeding  tlic  war  by  little 
and  little,  until  the  opjmrtunity  was  lost,  and  that  France  had 
reason  to  reg]*et  it  ever  since ;  fur,  if  Ireland  had  been  made 
indei)endent  then,  the  navy  of  England  would  never  have  grown 
to  what  it  is  at  tliis  day.  He  said  *<that  was  very  tnie ;''  and 
ailde<l,  •*that^  even  in  the  last  wai',  when  the  volunteers  were 
in  force,  and  a  rupture  between  England  and  Ireland  seemed 
likely,  it  was  proposed  in  tlie  French  Council  to  offer  assistance 
to  Ireland,  and  ovenniled  by  tlie  intei-est  of  Count  Dc  Vcr- 
gennes,  then  Prime  Minister,  w  ho  received  for  tliat  senice,  a  con- 
siderable bribe  from  England,  and  that  he  was  infoi-med  of  tliis 
by  a  principal  agent  in  paying  the  money/'  So,  it  seems,  we  had 
a  narrow  escape  of  obtaining  our  independence  fifU^en  years 
ago.  It  is  better  as  it  is,  for  then  we  weit;  not  united  amongst 
ourselves,  and  I  am  not  clear  that  tlie  first  use  we  should  have 
made  of  our  libei'ty,  would  not  have  been  to  have  begun  cutting 
each  othcr*s  throats:  so  out  of  e\\]  comes  good.  I  do  not  like 
this  story  of  Vergennes,  of  tlie  truth  of  which  I  do  not  doubt 
How,  if  the  devil  should  put  it  into  any  one*s  head  here  to  serve 
us  so  this  time !  Pitt  is  as  cunning  as  hell,  and  he  has  monej 
enough,  and  we  have  nothing  here  but  assignats:  I  do  not  like 
it  at  all.  However,  it  is  idle  speculating  on  what  I  cannot  pre- 
vent I  can  answer  for  myself,  at  least  1  will  do  my  duty. 
Bnt  to  return:  Clarke  asked  me  had  I  thought  of  subsistiBg 
the  French  troops  after  the  landing,  in  case  the  Executive  de^ 
cided  in  favor  of  tlie  measure.  I  answered,  I  had  not  thouf^t  in 
detail  on  the  subject,  but  there  was  one  infallible  mode  which 
presented  itself,  which  was.  requisition  in  kind  of  all  things  ne- 
cessary ;  adding,  that  he  might  be  sure-,  whoever  wanted*  tibe 
army  should  not  want,  and  especially  our  allies,  if  we  were  m 
fortunate  as  to  obtain  tiheir  assistance.  He  asked  me,  <«mi|^t 
not  that  disgust  the  peojde  of  property  in  Ireland  ?'*  I  answerecb 
the  revolution  was  not  to  be  made  for  the  peq»k  of  properiy; 
but  as  to  those  of  fliemy  who  were  our  MeoiB,  the  sphrit  of  en-* 
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thusiasm  would  induce  them  to  much  gre<iter  sacrifices;  and 
as  to  tliosc  HI  lio  were  our  enemies^  it  was  fit  that  tliey  should 
suRbr.  and  I  referred  him  for  a  proof  of  what  sacrifices  tlie 
enthusiasm  of  a  rc\'olution  would  lead  to,  to  his  own  experience 
of  what  had  happened  in  France,  and  what  I  knew  to  have  be«n 
the  case  in  America,  where,  during  tlie  contest  for  tiieir  liher- 
ties,  it  was  a  scandal  to  enjoy  the  luxuries  and  almost  tlie  con- 
veniences of  life,  insomuch  tliat  people  of  the  first  properties  and 
situations,  went  in  old  and  tattered  clothes.    He  admitted  tliis, 
but  observed  that  tliis  entlmsiasm  would  subside  in  time,  and 
Aat  this  was  already  the  case  in  France.  I  admitted  that;  but 
observed,  that  I  hoped  our  revolution,  if  attempted,  would  be 
romplfted  long  before  the  spirit  of  entlmsiasm  had  cooled.  I  do  not 
recollect  any  other  circumstances  material  in  our  conversation. 
mMarch  22.  I  have  worked  tliis  day  like  a  horse.  In  the  morn- 
ing I  called  on  Madgettto  tell  him  that  Carnot  wanted  the  me- 
moriaLs,  and  begged  him  to  expedite  tliem.   He  boggled  a  good 
deal,  and  I  got  almost  angry ;  however,  I  am  growing  so  much 
of  a  statesman,  that  I  did  not  let  him  sec  it.  It  would  be  a  most 
extraordinary  tiling,  indeed,  if  one  of  tlie  Executive  Directory 
could  not  command  a  paper  of  this  kind  out  of  tlie  pocket  of  citi- 
zen Madgett.  I  resolved,  however,  not  to  contest  tlie  point,  but 
quietly  make  a  copy  of  tlie  two  memorials,  and  give  them  myself 
to  Clarke.  It  is  only  the  trouble,  and  I  have  nothing  else  to  do, 
and  it  is  very  good  business  for  me,  and  I  do  not  understand  peo- 
ple being  idle  and  giving  themselves  airs,  and  wanting  to  make 
revolutions,  whilst  they  are  grumbling  at  the  trouble  of  WTiting 
ft  few  sheets  of  paper.  I  therefore  dropped  the  business  of  the 
memanaiSf  and  Madgett  then  told  me  tliat  he  sets  off  to-morrow, 
OB  ft  pilgrimage,  to  root  out  the  Irish  prisoners  of  war,  and 
ffwprriftlly  Mr.  Wm.  Browne,  who  is  to  be  sent  to  Ireland  if  he 
can  be  fiMind  out,  or  if  he  has  not  long  since  been  discharged ; 
Alt  he  IB  to  go  to  Versailles^  Compiegne,  GuLse,  and  propa- 
grte  flie  faith  amongprt  the  Irish  soldiers  and  seamen.   This  is 
hta  bvorite  scheme,  and  is,  in  my  mind,  not  to  mince  the  mat- 
tar,  iamm^  nonsense.    What  are  five  hundred  or  one  thousand 
iriahmeny  more  or  less,  to  the  success  of  the  business  ?  Nothing. 
And  then  there  is  the  risk  of  the  business  taking  wind,   I  do 
not  Hke  it  at  all ;  but  I  surmise  tlie  real  truth  to  be,  that  it  is 
a  aoMD  mMer  of  job,  (d  VMandam.)  and  that  there  is  some 
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ciiHh  to  be  touclicd,  ^.  Maclgctrs  scheme  is  juf^  like  my  coun- 
tryman's, tliat  got  on  hoi*seback  in  the  packet,  in  oi-der  to  make 
nioi*c  haste.  He  is  always  hunting  for  maps,  and  then  he  tliinks 
be  is  making  reY(»iutions«  1  believe  he  is  very  sincere  in  tlie 
business,  but  lie  does,  to  be  sui-e^  at  times,  pester  me  con- 
founde<lly.  With  i-egard  to  Mr,  William  Bi-owne,  (my  brother 
Matthew.)  I  wish  to  God,  if  he  be  still  in  France,  tliat  Madgctt 
may  he  able  to  find  him.  And  yet  1  di*ead  hLs  going  to  IIt^land• 
If  he  he  caught  thoi'e,  his  Hie  is  gone ;  and,  though  I  am  willing 
(o  hazard  my  own,  I  have  some  doubts  as  to  his.  If  Madgctt 
proposes  itto  liim,  he  will  go.  bangvi^  mal  f^re.  Well,  let  him. 
If  he  escapes,  and  Iiviand  is  fi*eed,  she  will  i*eward  him,  and 
lie  will  deserve  it.  He  would,  certainly,  be  the  fittest  person  to 
go  from  tliis,  as  he  is  known  to  all  my  confidential  friends ;  and 
I  could  communicate  with  him,  and  he  with  tliem,  much  better 
than  any  stranger  whatsoever.  On  the  whole,  if  he  is  found,  lie 
must  go,  and  I  hoix>  God  Almighty  will  protect  him,  poor  fellow; 
for  I  love  him  most  affectionately.  Perhaps^  whilst  I  am  writing 
tliis,  he  may  be  at  Princeton,  with  Matty  and  tlie  children. 
I  have  sent  one  bi'other  already  to  I]*cland  on  tliis  business.  It 
is  pretty  early  to  entrust  a  matter  of  high  treason  to  a  boy  rf 
fouiieen.  However,  I  have  no  doubt  of  him ;  and,  if  we  suc- 
ceed, I  hope  to  see  him  yet  a  flag  officer  in  the  Irish  navy. 
Well,  I  have  made  great  sacrifices  in  tliis  business.  But,  to 
turn.  Madgett  tells  me  that  the  Minister  Is  quite  satisfied 
to  my  having  seen  Carnot,  and  that  he  would  be  veiy  glad  if  I 
would  take  an  oppoi"tunity  to  insinuate  artfhlly  to  him  that 
Prieur  dc  la  Mame  would  be  a  vei*y  acceptable  person  in  Ire- 
land, (w  hich  I  dare  say  he  would,  as  his  name  is  well  known 
there)  and  which  I  may  fairly  do,  as  I  am  here  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Irish  people  ;  so  I  am  accredited.  I  will  certainly 
mention  Prieur  to  Cai*not,  as  the  Minister  desires  it ;  and  I  re- 
collect Rowan  told  me  in  Philadelphia  that  when  he  was  kaymg 
Brest  on  his  w  ay  to  Paris,  after  his  escape  from  Ireland,  Prieniv 
wlio  was  tlicn  Deputy  on  Mission,  shook  hands  witii  hiniy  ohaerr- 
ing  tl)at  he  ho])ed  tliat  they  would  land  in  Ireland  togeflier.  It 
is  not  impossible  that  they  may  meet  tliero.  So,  I  am  to  beoone 
an  intrigant^  I  find,  and  to  procure  appointments  for  ex-dqnitieB 
uid  I  know  not  wliat  '<  Hey  day^  what  dinng$.  what  immgi 
dm  herrr  It  is  very  laughable  to  think  (rf  the  MinistBr  ofFn- 
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mgn  Affairs  desiring  me  to  recommend  a  member  of  the  National 
Conventioii  to  tiie  Executive  Directory  of  France.  Having  done 
with  Madgett,  1  returned  liome,  and  set  doggedly  to  copying 
my  two  memorials ;  finished  the  firsts  and  made  a  practica- 
ble breach  in  the  second ;  tlien  WTote  the  eiglit  foregoing  jmges 
in  my  journal,  and  now  it  is  ten  o'clock  at  nighty  and  I  am  as 
tired  as  a  dog,  and  n^y  fingers  are  cramped,  and  I  cannot  see 
out  of  my  eyes.  To-morrow  I  will  fmisli  my  second  memo^ 
rial,  I  expect  time  enough  to  go  to  the  Luxemhoui*g  and  give 
it  either  to  Camot  or  Clarke.  <<  BiisiiusSj  htisiness^  said  /,  Mr. 
Secretary^  must  be  done.**  I  quoted  tliat  once  already,  but  a 
good  thing  cannot  be  done  too  often,  and  it  is  a  choice  quota- 
tion, and  I  caught  it  from  P.  P.,  wiio  quotes  better  than  any 
body,  except  my  dearest  love.  I  am  but  a  f(K)l  to  them,  only  I 
Bake  sometimes  a  lucky  lut  Oh  Lord!  Oh  Lord!  what  wise 
menHM*andums  1  am  making,  and  I  am  as  tired  as  a  devil,  for 
I  ha^'e  written  nine  hours  to-day,  which  is  more  than  I  ever  did 
in  my  life.  ^  fFliatdoInot  suffer ^  0  Athenians^  tliat  you  may 
speak  "weU,  of  me?**  Pretty  and  modest,  comjmring  myself  by 
craft  to  Alexander  the  Gi-eat!  Well,  the  vanity  of  some  people 
is  most  unaccountable!  When  I  get  into  this  track  of  witty  and 
and  fSeuretious  soliloquy,  I  know  not  how  to  leave  off,  for  I  al- 
ways think  I  am  chatting  to  my  dearest  life  and  love  and  the 
light  of  my  eyes.  Well,  I  will  not  begin  anotlicr  page,  and  tliat 
is  flat. — ^After  all,  I  must  begin  anotlier  page,  for,  witli  my 
nonsense,  I  had  like  to  foi^et  the  most  important  part  of  tlie  bu- 
siness. The  Minister  is  in  daily  expectation  of  three  millions  of 
livres  in  specie,  one  million  of  which  he  destines  for  our  expcdi- 
Haom  If  this  be  so,  it  looks  like  business  at  last.  The  moment 
ke  receives  the  money  he  will  begin  his  preparations.  But  then, 
Ckrkey  who  is  certainly  at  the  head  of  the  military  correspon- 
knows  nothing  of  all  this.  ^^I  am  lost  in  sensations  of 
emoiioM.**  Wliat  am  I  to  tliink?  <<  Hey  hoy  hey  day! 
moi  what  todo^  nor  wliat  to  say.'**  I  have  made  a  very 
nde  tar  myself,  and  I  will  keep  it,  that  is,  never  to  be  ele- 
bjr  lypearances,  and,  indeed,  to  say  tlie  truth,  I  see  as  yet 
appearances  to  elevate  me.  Well,  I  am  blind  witli 
jet  I  am  bound  in  honor  to  finish  tliis  page  as  I  have 
it*   Now  fiir  a  quotation. 


lUrtcea  linet  gone  Uirough,  dribkt  bf  driblet, 
**  Tk  doae.  Count  how  you  uHl,  I  wtmot  there *^  Cburteeo." 


*i« 
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March  25.  Madgctt  sent  for  me  Hiis  morning  to  tell  me,  as 
usual,  that  every  thing  is  going  on  well,  hut  for  my  part,  I 
think  every  thing  is  going  on  vcr}'  slowly.    However,  I  did  not 
say  so,  and  lie  went  on,  tliat  he  was  going  express  to  look  among 
tlie  prisoners  for  Mr.  Wm.  Browne,  hy  tlie  Minister's  direc- 
tions, and,  if  lie  found  him,  he  would  he  sent  off*  instantly  for 
Ireland,  after  I  had  given  him  his  iastnictions.    So,  that  affair 
is  settled,  if  Matthew  is  to  be  found.    It  is  a  perilous  business, 
but  lie  must  take  his  chance,  and,  as  he  will  have  no  papers,  I 
hope  he  may  come  off*  clear.   He  then  coitsulted  me  as  to  the  old 
scheme,  (which  I  am  more  and  more  satisfied  is  some  kind  of  a 
job,)  concerning  debauching  the  Irish  prisoners.     His  idea  is, 
tliey  should  be  put  aboard  privateers,  and  landed  in  different 
parts  of  Ii'cland,  to  prepare  the  people,  tliough  neither  they  mM* 
the  people  were  to  be  in  the  secret.    How  they  are  to  communi- 
cate what  tliey  do  not  know,  is  not  very  clear ;  however,  let  that 
pass.    I  answered,  I  should  be  very  glad  to  see  them  all  in  Ire- 
land on  a  pro{)er  occasion,  but  conceived  it  would  be  hazarding 
tlie  whole  measuit;  to  part  with  one  of  them  until  tlie  landing 
was  effected,  as  the  enemy  might  surmise  sometliing  of  the  busi- 
ness, and  take  effectual  measures  to  prevent  it.    That,  as  topre- 
I>aring  the  people^  he  might  take  my  word  that  tliey  were  suffi- 
ciently ]>i'epai*ed  already.   Tiiis  is  tlie  six  and  fiftietlitime  I  have 
given  my  opinion  on  tliLs  head,  yet  he  still  returns  to  the 
charge.    I  know  the  Irish  a  little.   The  way  to  manage  them  is 
this :  If  tliey  intend  to  use  the  Irish  prLsonei*a«  let  them  be 
marched  down  under  otlier  pretences  to  the  port  from  whence 
the  embarkation  is  to  be  made.    >Vhen  every  thing  else  is  ready, 
kt  them  send  in  a  large  quantity  of  wine  and  brandy,  a  fiddk 
and  some  French  Jillesj  and  then,  when  Pat's  heait  is  a  litda 
soft  with  love  and  wine,  send  in  two  or  three  proper  persons  in 
regimentals,  and  with  gi*een  cockades  in  their  hats,  to  speak  to 
tliem,  of  whom  I  will  ver}-  gladly  be  one^  I  think,  in  that  caae^ 
it  would  not  be  very  hard  to  persuade  him  to  take  a  trip  onoa 
more  to  Ireland,  just  to  see  his  people  a  little.    At  least,  1  am 
sure  if  tliis  scheme  does  not  answer,  that  nothing  will.   It  may 
also  be  right  to  make  the  first  man  who  offers,  a  captain  on  Ilia 
spot,  and  one  or  two  more,  subalterns.  To  return.  Madgett  spoke 
to  me  again  about  Frieur,  with  great  commendation,  and  I  dan 
say  justly,  of  his  talents  and  patriotism,  adding,  that  he  had  com* 
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out  of  power  as  poor  as  Job,  and  literally  drank  water  to  save 
the  expense  of  winc«  which  he  could  not  afford.  This  in  a  mem- 
ber of  the  late  Comiti  de  saint  piblic^  is  strong  presumjttive 
pitmf  of  his  honesty.  lie  ailded,  tliat  Pricur  was  almost  a  stran- 
ger to  him,  but  that  it  was  tlic  Minister*s  desire,  and  that  I 
should  use  some  little  address  in  mentioning  it  to  Camot  I  an- 
swered, I  cci'tainly  would  do  my  best,  and  if  I  succeeded,  and 
that  we  went  to  Ireland  together,  I  believed  if  Prieur  continued 
to  drink  water  it  would  be  out  of  a  prefei-ence  for  that  liquor* 
for  we  would  put  him  in  a  state  to  drink  what  he  liked.  I  al- 
ways keep  up  tlie  idea,  and,  in  fact,  it  is  my  opinion,  that  liberal 
provision  sliould  be  made,  in  case  we  succeed,  for  those  French- 
men who  might  be  in  high  station  in  Ii*eland,  as  the  Grenerals, 
Commissaires  Civils,  &c.  I  am  sure  it  would  be  money  well 
hid  out,  and  agreeable  to  the  nsitive  generosity  of  tlie  Irish  peo- 
ple. In  fine,  I  should  like  Pricur  very  well  from  what  I  have 
heard  of  him.  and  will  certainly  push  tliat  affair  as  far  as  it  will 
go.  Madgett  tlien  told  nie  tlic  Minister  desired  I  should  draw 
«p  such  a  memorial  as  I  thought  the  French  commander  ought 
to  publish  on  landing.  That  is  not  quite  so  easy.  I  wished  to 
evade  it,  by  saying  tlie  style  of  Fi*ench  elmiuence  was  so  differ- 
ent from  ours  that  I  doubted  my  abilities  to  do  it.  He  answer- 
ed, it  was  precisely  for  tliat  reason  it  was  necessary  I  should 
write  it ;  that,  when  I  had  done,  tlie  Executive  Directoiy  would 
make  such  alterations  and  additions  as  they  might  see  necessary ; 
but  the  ground  work  must  he  mine.  1  then  said  I  would  try, 
ami  we  parted.  He  is  to  be  seven  or  eight  days  on  his  tour^ 
apostolizing  among  the  Irish  prisoners,  which,  once  for  all,  as 
be  is  conducting  it.  I  do  not  like*  For  tlie  manifesto.  I  never 
n  ny  life  had  less  appetite  for  composition  than  just  now.  It  is 
a  MriouB  business,  and  I  have  no  assistance.  I  wish  to  God 
P.  P.  was  here,  or  Gog.  What  shall  I  do?  I  am  in  a  damned 
IU||hit  Wdl,  to-morrow  we  will  see.  At  present  my  idea  is  to 
■lake  H  as  plain  as  a  pikestaff,  but  how  will  tlie  French  like 
that?  They  love  metapliors,  but  I  think,  in  the  present  case,  I 
«D  stick  to  plain  English.  <*  JVtlU  ijv^t  miMf,  we  mnstj  and 
mmet  *ii$  $0,  tke  less  thaVs  said  the  better.^'  Apropos!  I  should 
hate  observed  that  I  finished  tlie  copies  of  my  two  memorials, 
aai  left  fliem  at  Clarke's  bureau,  with  a  noti*  that  I  would  call 
dbe  dej  after  but  one. 
Vol.  II.— 9 
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March  24.  Began  my  French  manifesto.  It  drags  a  little 
hea^'y  or  so»  but  there  is  no  remedy.  I  %vish  tlicy  would  write 
it  themselves. 

Mirch  25.  At  work  in  the  moniing  at  my  manifesto.  I 
think  it  begins  to  clear  up  a  little.  I  find  a  sti*ong  disposition 
to  be  srun*ilous  against  the  English  Goveimment,  which  I  will 
not  check.  1  will  write  on,  iiell-mell,  and  connect  it  in  cool 
blood,  if  my  blood  will  ever  cool  on  that  subject  Went,  at  one 
o*clock,  to  Clarke — Damn  it»  he  has  had  my  memorials,  and 
never  looked  at  tliem.  Well !  this  is  my  fii*st  mortification :  Grod 
kno\i7i  I  do  not  care  if  the  memorials  were  sent  to  the  devil, 
providefl  tlic  business  be  once  undertaken.  It  is  not  for  the 
glor}'  of  Greneral  Clarke*s  admiration  of  my  compositions  that 
I  am  anxious.  He  apologized  for  tlic  delay,  by  alleging  the 
multiplicity  of  otiier  business,  and  perhaps  he  had  reason,  yet 
I  think  there  are  few  affairs  of  more  consequence  than  those  of 
Ireland,  if  well  understood.  But  how  can  tliey  be  understood, 
if  they  will  not  read  the  information  tliat  is  offbred  them  ? — 
Well,  «*  7Y«  hut  in  vatn,''  &c.  Clarke  fixed  with  me  to  call  on 
him  the  day  but  one  after,  at  ti^'o  oVlock.  The  delay,  to  be  sure^ 
is  not  great ;  nevertheless,  I  do  not  like  it  There  was  siMnethingy 
too,  in  his  manner,  which  was  not  quite  to  my  taste,  not  bat 
that  he  was  extremely  civil.  Perhaps  it  Ls  all  fancy,  or  that  I 
was  out  of  humor.  Well,  the  srtli  I  hope  we  sliall  see,  and  till 
then,  let  me  work  at  my  manifesto.  Heigho !  I  have  no  great 
stomach  for  that  busineas  to-day ;  but  it  must  be,  and  so  oUoiis. 
But  first  I  will  go  gingerly,  and  dine  alone  in  the  Elysian  fields. 
It  is  inconceivable  the  solitude  I  live  in  here.  Sometimes  I  am 
most  dreadfully  out  of  spirits,  and  it  is  no  wonder.  Losing  the 
society  of  a  family  tliat  I  doat  upon,  and  that  loves  me  so  dearfyf 
and  living  in  Paris,  amongst  uttei*  strangers,  like  an  absoliitt 
Chartrmx.  Well!  ^  Had  honest  Sam  Crowe  been  ivithin  hml 
but  what  signifies  palavering?^*  I  will  goto  my  dinner.  Even- 
ing ;  did  no  good — f*  I  cannot  write  this  set/same  mamfestOf  said 
I  despairingly.**  No  opera.  Went  to  bed  at  eiglit  o*clock. 

March  26.  At  work  at  the  manifesto  like  a  vicious  mide^ 
kicking  all  tlic  way.  However,  I  am  getting  on,  but  I  dedaie 
I  know  no  more  than  my  Lord  Mayor,  whether  what  I  am  writ- 
ing is  good,  bad,  or  indiflferent :  <<  Fair  and  sofilfg  goes  Jar  in  m 
dgjf99  I  gm  going  fiur  and  softly,  but  I  cannot  say  I  gofior  biA- 
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4aj.   I  have  been  writing  now  five  hours,  witliout  intermission, 
«iid  I  am  surprised  to  find  how  litUc  I  have  done ;  but  I  write 
two  lines,  and  blot  out  tliree,  so  it  is  easy  to  see  how  I  get  on. 
Well !  now  I  think  it  is  time  to  go  to  my  dinner.  I  am  to  dine  with 
my  firiend  Dupctit  Thouars,  who  has,  I  am  heartily  glad  to  find, 
re-entered  the  senice.    He  has  at  present  the  rank  of  Commo- 
dore, and  if  the  war  continues  some  time  longer,  may  pit)babl> 
become  an  Admiral.    I  hope  and  believe  he  will  do  hLs  duty, 
though  he  is  a  damned  Jiristacrat;  but  then  he  hates  tlie  English 
cordially,  and  tliat  covers  a  multitude  of  sins.    Evening :  Du- 
petit  Thouars  prevented  by  business ;  but,  to  make  amends,  left 
a  \erj  troublesome  French  boy,  to  keep  me  fi-om  being  low- 
spirited,  I  suppose.  Got  rid  of  him  as  well  as  I  could.  At  night 
sent  for  a  bottle  of  Burgundy,  intending  to  drink  Just  one  glass. 
Began  to  read  (having  opened  my  bottle)  Memoirs  of  the  reign 
of  Lewis  XIV*    After  reading  some  time,  found  my  passion  at 
a  particular  circumstance  kindled  rather  moi*e  tlian  seemed 
necessary,  as  I  flung  tlie  book  from  me  with  gre^t  indignation. 
Turned  to  my  bottle,  to  take  a  glass  to  cool  me — ^found,  to  my 
great  astonishment,  that  it  was  empty — Oh  ho  ! — Got  up  and 
pat  every  thing  in  its  place,  exactly — examined  all  my  locks — 
saw  that  my  door  was  fast,  as  there  may  be  rogues  in  the  hotel 
— peeped  ander  my  bed,  lest  the  enemy  should  surprise  me 
ttiere.     It  is  the  part  of  a  wise  man  to  be  cautious,  and  I  found 
myselC  just  flien,  inclined  to  be  extremely  prudent    Having 
sstisiied  myself  that  all  was  safe,  «  /  mounted  the  wall  of  my 
**ea9Ue^  as  I  called  it,  and  having  pulled  the  ladder  up  after 
'**wUf  liajf  dawn  in  my  hammock  and  slept  contentedly.^^   This 
is  Tildy  nuflquoted,  but  no  matter  for  tliat ;  it  is  just  like  one 
cf  P.  P.'s  quotations.    Slept  like  a  top  all  night 

St7»  On  looking  over  my  manifesto  this  morning,  I 
to  tUiik  it  is  danmed  trash.  God  forgive  me  if  I  judge 
',  but  it  seems  to  me  to  be  pitiful  stuff;  at  any  rate, 
itMtoUljris  not  a  French  manifesto  at  all,  and  I  foresaw  in 
tte  difflculty  of  writing  in  the  cliaracter  of  a  French 
If  I  were  to  compose  a  manifesto  for  the  Irish  Con- 
had  good  advisers,  I  might  get  on ;  but,  as  to  this 
V  I IM  ttat  I  shall  have  to  give  it  np  for  hard  work,  as 
A^  My  to  Galway .  Went  at  two  o'clock  to  General  Clarke, 
m  hmg  ooDvcrsation.   He  told  me  he  had  read  my  two 
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menMMialSy  and  without  flattery  could  assure  me  they  were  ex- 
titanely  well  done,  (tliat  of  course) :  tliat  he  had  made,  in  conse- 
quence, a  favonible  rcpoK  to  Carnot,  who  endeavored  to  read 
them  also^  but  finding  a  difKcuIty  in  i-cading  English  manu- 
script, he  (Clarke)  was  to  translate  them  lor  him ;  that  all  he 
could  at  piTsent  toll  me  was,  tliat  tlic  Executive  was  detenuuied 
to  send  a  j)erson  directly  to  li*eland,  and  tliat  he  had  in  con- 
sequence ^Titten  to  an  ex-oflicvr  of  the  Irish  Brigade  to  know 
if  he  would  go,  but  that  lie  declined  on  tlic  score  of  healtli.     I 
told  him  I  was  sorry  for  tliat,  as  a  military  man,  if  one  could 
be  found  proper  in  other  respects,  would  be  what  I  would  pre- 
fer.   He  asked  me,  did  I  myself  know  any  person  fit  to  go  ?    I 
answered,  I  did  not,  ha\ing  no  acquaintance,  and  industriously 
avoided  having  any,  in  France ;  that  I  did  not  know,  however, 
but  that  at  that  moment  I  had  a  brotlier  lying  in  the  prison  of 
Guise.    I  then  gave  him  a  short  history  of  Mr.  Wm.  Bro^iie^s 
(my  brotlier  Matthew's)  affair,  concluding  by  saying  that  if  he 
vras  yet  in  France^  and  no  more  projx^r  person  could  be  found, 
he  might  do.   At  the  same  time,  I  did  not  at  all  like  to  propose 
bim ;   first,  because  it  was  a  service  of  danger,  in  which  I 
did  not  wish  to  hazard  his  life^  and  next,  that  I  would  avoid 
recommending  a  person  so  nearly  connected  with  me  to  the 
French  Government,  lest  I  might  appear  to  act  on  interested 
views.    Clarke  then,  after  some  civilities  in  reply,  asked  me 
what  I  thought  of  some  of  the  Irish  priests  yet  remaining  in 
France.    I  answered,  that  he  knew  my  opinion  as  to  pritsta  of 
all  kinds ;  that  in  Ireland  they  had  acted,  all  along,  execrably; 
tliat  they  hated  the  very  name  of  the  French  Revolution,  uid 
fliat  I  feared,  and  indeed  was  sure,  that  if  one  was  sent  from 
France,  he  would  immediately,  from  the  esprit  de  eorpif  get  fai 
with  his  brethren  in  Ireland,  who  would  misrepresent  evmy 
thing  to  him ;  and,  of  course,  that  any  information  which  he 
might  collect  would  not  be  worth  a  farthing.    I  added,  that  tibe 
state  of  Ireland  might  be  much  better  collected  firom  the  debates 
of  their  Parliament,  even  mutilated  as  he  would  find  them  fai  tibe 
English  newspapers  which  I  saw  upon  his  table,  than  frcmi  the 
report  of  any  individual  just  peeping  into  the  country  and  re- 
turning, supposing  that  he  was  lucky  enough  to  eaci^ ;  and  I 
observed  that  fliese  debates  funushed  the  very  strongest  evi- 
dence^ becanse  they  wen  extorted  from  the  inoiith  of  the  snesq^ 
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iriio  was  so  interested  to  conceal  the  Tactsy  and  wiio  would  con- 
ceal them  if  he  was  able.  (This  I  had  mentioned  in  a  former 
conversation,  but  I  tliought  it  right  to  prras  it,  and  it  seemed 
to  strike  Clarice  very  forcibly.)  I  tlien  went  on  to  obseiTC,  that 
I  hoped,  if  the  measure  were  adopted  by  the  French  Executive, 
that  they  did  not  mean  to  delay  it  till  the  return  of  this  emis- 
sary, if  one  were  sent,  especially  as  his  business  would  be  to 
give  information  in  Ireland,  not  to  bring  any  tlicncc.  Clai*ke 
ansmTred.  supposing  the  measure  to  be  adopted,  certainly  not ; 
tiiat  all  preparations  would  be  going  on  in  the  mean  time ;  but 
I  must  see  it  would  be  necessary  to  send  a  person  to  apprize  the 
people  in  Ireland.  I  replied,  by  all  means,  but  that  whoever 
we  sent,  he  must  carry  no  papers,  nor  spak  to  above  four  or 
five  persons  whom  I  would  point  out.  for  fear  of  liazai'ding  a 
discovery,  which  might  blast  all ;  in  which  Clai*ke  agreed.  We 
then  fell  into  dlscoui-se  on  the  detail  of  tlie  business,  being  in 
iact  a  kind  of  commentaiy,  viva  voce^  on  the  memorials.  I  be- 
gan by  saying,  that  as  I  presumed  the  number  of  troo^is  would 
not  be  above  five  or  six  thousand  men,  I  hoped  and  expected 
they  would  be  the  best  that  France  could  spare  us.  Clarke 
replied,  they  would  undoubtedly  be  sufficiently  disciplined.  I 
answered,  it  was  not  merely  disciplined  troops,  but  men  wlio 
were  accustomed  to  stand  fire,  that  we  wanted,  some  of  the  old 
hattolkms  from  Holland  or  the  Rhine ;  for  as  to  raw  troops,  we 
should  soon  have  enough  of  them.  Clarke  answered,  that  he 
could  not  promise  we  should  have  the  pick  and  choice  of  the 
French  army,  but  that,  if  any  were  sent,  they  would  be  brave 
troopBy  that  would  run  on  the  enemy  as  soon  as  they  saw  them. 
I  answeredy  as  to  the  courage  of  the  French  army,  it  was  suffi- 
demtty  kBOwn,  and  I  would  venture  to  say,  that  wherever  they 
would  kad,  the  Irish  would  follow.  (I  see  that  we  shall  not  get 
if  we  get  any,  which  is  bad,  but  we  must  do  as  we 

»)  1 1bMi  said,  at  least  as  to  the  cannoniers,  of  which  we  had 
it  wunld  be  indispeasablc  they  should  be  perfectly  trained 

#rl|illniid ;  in  which  he  agreed.  I  then  came  to  the  Gene- 
11^  aai  aaid  it  would  be  of  the  greatest  consequence,  if  the 
poasiblev  that  he  should  be  an  officer  of  reputation, 
mig^t  be  known  in  Ireland,  where  names  were 
of  wci^it    He  replied,  that  it  would  not  be  easy  to  get 
la  1 4iMcribed,  to  undertake  the  enterprise  with 
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80  small  a  force*  (This  I  was  all  along  afraid  oH)  I  replied^ 
none  would,  unless  some  dashing  fighting  fellow,  with  a  good 
deal  of  enthusiasm  in  his  chai*acter ;  adding,  that  Boumonville^ 
whom  I  only  knew  by  reputation  and  Camus's  report,  seemed 
to  me  to  be  precisely  such  a  man  as  we  wanted.  Clarke  repUed* 
as  to  Boumonville^  he  was  already  appointed  to  the  army  in 
Holland,  and  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  he  would  quit  tiie  com* 
maiid  of  sixty  thousand  men  to  go  command  six  thousand.  I 
answered,  he  knew  best,  but  my  opinion  was,  there  was  more 
glory  to  be  acquired  in  Ireland,  even  with  tliat  foire,  and  also 
more  profit,  if  profit  were  any  object,  as  he  must  suppose  the 
Irish  nation  would  amply  reward  those  who  wei*e  iastitimental 
in  establishing  their  liberties,  adding,  that  we  were  generous  e^'cn 
to  prodigality*  He  said  he  was  sure  Boumonville  would  prefer 
his  present  situation*  (So  there  is  an  end  of  tliat  expectation, 
for  which  I  am  son*y.)  Clarke  then  said  there  were  some  Irish 
officers  yet  remaining  in  France,  who  might  go.  and  he  men- 
tioned Jennings,  who  used  to  call  himself  Baron  de  Kilmaine, 
God  knows  why*  I  answxred,  that  in  Ireland  we  had  no  (preat 
confidence  in  the  officers  of  the  old  Irish  Brigade,  so  many  of 
them  had  either  deserted,  or  betrayed  the  French  cause ;  that, 
as  to  Jennings,  he  had  had  the  roisfbrtmie  to  command  after 
Custine,  and  had  been  obliged  to  break  up  the  famous  **  Can^ 
*^  de  Csesar;**  that,  though  tliis  might  probably  have  been  no 
fault  of  his,  it  had  made  an  impression,  and,  as  he  was  at  aiqr 
rate  not  a  fortunate  general,  I  thought  it  would  be  better  to  have 
a  Frenclmian*  This  naturally  introduced  the  Irish  Brigade^  in 
which  Clarke  had  sei*ved  for  t^^o  years  in  Berwicks,  and  I  gaw 
him  an  account  of  the  various  slights  and  mortificationB  thej 
had  undergone,  both  in  England  and  Ireland ;  how  thej  had 
been  obliged  to  accept  the  King's  pardon  for  high  treaaoDf  fbr 
having  been  in  the  French  service ;  how  those  who  were  aUi^ 
were  obliged  to  pay  tlie  fees,  and  those  who  were  not,  to  aoei^ 
it  in  forma  pauperis f  a  circumstance  so  excessivdy  d^fading^ 
fliat  nothing  could  be  worse ;  how  the  Lord  LieutoBant  had  a|^ 
{died  on  their  bdialf  to  the  Catholic  Committee,  and  had  ham 
refused ;  how  the  very  mob  despised  ttem,  as  an  instance  cf 
which  I  mentioned  flie  anecdote  of  tbe  etat  m^jor  jnteadpg  to 
go  to  mass  on  Christmas  day  in  grand  oaatame,  and  bow  tiiqr 
were  obliged  to  give  tt  np  fin*  fear  (rf  bduDg  hnatkd  bj  tte  pope- 
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laoe,  who  had  given  Dr.  Troy  warning  that  tliey  would  treat  them 
as  crimps ;  with  all  which  Clarke  was  exceedingly  delighted* 
He  spoke  of  OXonnel  with  ix^^pect^  as  a  good  parade  officer  to 
prepare  troops  for  service,  hut  no  extent  of  genius  for  command. 
(He  would  do  for  us  as  Baron  Steuben  did  in  America,  and  if 
matters  go  forward,  I  for  one  will  be  for  his  being  employed, 
for  1  know  he  hates  England,  and  my  poor  friend  Sweetman, 
whom  I  shall  ever  deeply  regret,  had  an  excellent  opinion  of 
Urn.)  Ho  also  said  that  Colonel  Moore  was  the  best  officer 
amongst  them ;  and,  as  to  all  tlie  others,  they  were  to  be  sure 
brave  men,  but  none  of  them  of  any  reputation.  We  then  re- 
turned to  our  own  affairs.  I  said,  we  would  want  a  few  eng^- 
Men.  He  asked  me  for  what,  since  we  had  no  fortifications. 
I  rqfiedy  for  field  service,  redoubts,  &c.  He  replied,  that  was 
always  done  by  the  Adjutant  Generals.  I  then  observed  I  had 
we  tiling  to  mention  entirely  personal ;  that  I  had  exerted  my- 
self a  good  deal,  risqued  my  safety  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
and  had  a  very  narrow  escape  for  my  life ;  that  if  this  business 
went  forward,  I  hoped  and  expected  the  French  Government 
wnnid  allow  me  to  take  a  part  in  tiie  execution,  and  that  I  was 
matf  if  he  would  excuse  the  vanity  of  the  assertion,  that  I  could 
be  of  material  service ;  tliat  I  was  willing  to  encounter  danger 
as  a  sdUlerv  but  had  a  violent  objection  to  being  hanged  as  a 
traitDT ;  that,  consequently,  I  desii*ed  a  commission  in  the  French 
army ;  that,  as  to  tlie  rank,  that  was  indifferent  to  me,  my  on- 
ly object  being  a  certainty  of  being  treated  as  a  soldier,  in  case 
Ike  ibrtune  of  ¥rar  should  throw  me  into  tlie  hands  of  the  enemy, 
who  I  knew  would  otlierwise  show  nie  no  mercy ;  and  that  1 
nnder  all  flie  circumstances  of  tlie  case,  that  my  request 
Mt  be  conudered  unreasonable.  He  answered,  that  as  to 
fhib  he  oonid  see  no  possibility  of  difficulty :  that,  undoubtedly, 
I  hni  ftdnim  at  the  least  for  so  much,  and  ho  was  sure  it  would 
bedna^  and  that  in  the  manner  most  agreeable  to  my  feelings. 
(So  I  tB  in  hopes,  if  tlie  business  goes  forward,  that  tliis  affair 
WID  be  nided.)  We  then  began  to  chat,  rather  than  talk  seri- 
mdjt  and  moot  points  of  war.  First,  as  to  Dublin,  I  told  him 
I  dU  BOft  n^ecty  with  tlie  proposed  force,  that  much  could  be 
■t  first ;  that  its  gan*ison  was  always  at  least  five 
fltrong,  and  tliat  tlic  Govei-nment,  taking  advantage 
success  of  the  coalesced  despots,  had  disarm* 
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ed  the  people,  taken  their  cannon,  and  passed  the  gunpowder 
and  convention  bills,  whose  nature  and  operation  I  explained  to 
him  ;  that,  ho\^'ever,  if  the  landing  wei*e  once  effected,  one  of 
two  tilings  would  happen,  either  die  Government  would  retain 
the  garrison  for  their  security,  in  which  case  there  would  be 
five  thousand  men  idle  on  the  pa]*t  of  the  enemy,  or  they  ^^-ould 
mai*ch  them  off  to  oppose  us,  in  which  case  tlie  people  would 
rise  and  seize  tlie  capital ;  and  I  added,  if  tliey  preferred  the 
first  measure,  which  I  tliought  ni(Kst  likely,  whenever  we  were 
strong  enough  to  march  soutliward,  if  we  were,  as  I  had  no 
doubt  we  should  be,  superior  in  the  field,  wo  could  starve  Dub- 
lin in  a  week,  without  stiiking  a  blow.  I  then  mentioned  the 
great  advantages  which  would  result  from  a  diversion  in  Con- 
naught,  if  possible,  from  tlie  discontents  prevailing  in  that  pro- 
vince, and  the  strong  line  of  defence  which  the  Shannon  affords ; 
and  this  I  pressed  upon  hiin  &s  sti'ongly  as  I  could.  He  saw  all 
the  advantages  of  it  as  clearly  as  I  did,  for  indeed  they  are  self- 
evident,  but  I  cannot  say  he  gave  me  any  violent  hopes  that  it 
would  be  attempted  in  the  first  instance.  (N.  B.  What  is  to 
hinder  our  doing  it  oui-selvcs  in  a  week,  by  way  of  Sligo  ?  Mind 
this,  and  examine  the  map.)  We  tlien  spoke  of  Cork,  of  which 
I  know  notliing.  He  tells  me  tlie  harbor  is  admirably  situated 
for  defence  against  any  attack  by  sea,  but  if  you  are  superior  at 
land,  you  can,  by  taking  possession  of  a  hill  tliat  supplies  the 
town  witli  water,  force  it  to  suri-ender  without  striking  a  blow. 
I  tlien  mentioned  my  scheme,  as  to  the  Irish,  now  i»*isoneFB  in 
France,  and  made  him  laugh  immoderately  at  my  mode  of  re- 
cruiting, which  Ls,  however,  admirably  adapted  to  the  genHemen 
whom  I  should  have  to  address.  Seeing  tliat  he  was  tickled  wifli 
the  business,  I  exerted  myself,  and  made  divers  cq^tal  Iota  at 
the  expense  of  poor  Pat,  concerning 

"  Women  and  wine,  vbieh  eompare  to  wkII,  • 

"  Tbtt  Ihc}-  ran  in  a  peHcci  parallel." 

as  tlie  poet  hath  it  To  be  sure,  it  is  in  vain  to  deny  it,  but  flie 
poor  fellow  is  a  little  ejcposed  on  those  two  sides,  and  the  fiMl 
fiend,  who  knows  it  right  well,  always  judiciously  chooses  one 
or  the  other,  or  sometimes  both,  to  defeat  him.  God  knowsy  I 
have  been  buffettcd  by  Satan,  as  well  as  another,  in  my  time : 

"  Wkh  wonea  mhI  wIm  I  defjr  cvot  €ve.*'--{Sia|k) 
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1  would  be  glad  to  know  what  P.  P.  would  say  to  my  doctrine, 
concerning  the  fallibility  ofixNir  Pnt*.s  judgment^  when 

"  The  wine  looks  red  in  the  glfttt, 

**  And  the  bright  eye*  of  beauty  are  beaming." 

Yes  !  yes  !  he  is  pi*cx)f  to  all  that^  and  so  is  P.  P.,  and  anothor 
person  that  shall  be  nameless.  Well,  we  ai-e  all  men,  and  so  let 
me  say  no  more  about  the  matter.  Clarke  asked  me,  might 
they  not  serve  us  as  the  French  prisoners  did  the  British  at 
Quiberon  ?  I  answei'ed,  theiv  was  this  most  material  difTn^ence, 
that  the  French  were  brought  back  to  fight  against  their  coun- 
try, and  tlie  Irish  would  be  brought  back  to  fight,  not  against  tlieir 
cmmtry,  but  against  the  English  ;  an<l  that  I  had  no  doubt  but 
tliey  would  do  their  duty.  I  then  begged  him  to  keep  me  in 
Camot's  recollecticm,  and  having  fixed  to  call  on  him  regularly 
once  a  week,  to  see  how  tilings  wei*e  going  on,  I  took  my  leave, 
his  last  words  being,  ^*  I  wish  most  sincei*ely,  and  I  hoix^,*' 
(which  he  marked)  •'  the  business  will  be  seriously  taken  up  by 
••tlie  Executive," 

I  like  tfiis  day's  business  very  well.  I  see  I  was  wrong  the 
day  before  yestenlay,  in  thinking  ClarkeVs  manner  cold.  I 
fancy  tliat  it  was  myself  that  was  out  of  temper,  because,  for- 
sootli,  lie  had  not  read  my  memorials.  That  was  not  unnatural 
on  my  side  neither,  but.  indeed,  it  was  much  more  my  anxiety 
about  the  business,  than  my  amour  propre^  or  any  attachment  to 
my  own  compositions.  I  Iwjfe  I  am  above  that,  for  I  have  a  very 
pretty  opinion  of  the  purity  of  my  motives.  I  have  protested 
again  and  again*  in  tlicse  memorandums,  that  I  am  acting  to  tlie 
best  of  my  judgment,  seeing  that  I  have  no  advisers,  which  is 
a  great  loss,  and  on  the  very  faiivst  principles.  Have  I  no  sel- 
flBh  motives?  Tes,  I  have.  If  I  succeed  hei*e,  I  feel  I  shall  have 
Strong  claims  on  the  gratitude  of  my  counti'y :  and  as  I  love  her, 
and  as  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  sen  e  her,  I  shall  certainly  hope 
Ibr  some  honorable  station,  as  a  i*eward  for  the  sacrifices  I  have 
already  made,  and  the  dangers  I  have  incun*ec1,  and  those  which 
I  am  ready  and  shall  have  to  make  and  incur  in  the  course  of 
the  business.  Why  not?  If  it  wei*e  the  case  of  any  other  person 
I  am  sure  I  should  have  the  same  opinion.  I  hope  (but  I  am  not 
sare)  my  country  is  my  first  object,  at  least  she  is  my  seccmd. 
If  there  be  one  before  her^  as  I  rather  believe  there  is.  it  is  m> 
Vox.  11—10 
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dearest  life  and  love,  the  light  of  my  eyes,  and  spirit  of  my 
I'xistence.  I  wish  more  tlian  for  any  thing  on  eardi  to  place  her 
in  a  splendid  situation.  There  is  none  so  elevated  that  she 
would  not  adorn,  and  that  she  does  not  descn-e^  and  I  believe 
tluit  not  I  only,  but  every  one  who  knows  her,  will  agree  as  to 
that.  Tmtli  is  truth!  she  is  my  first  object  But  would  I  sa- 
crifice the  interests  of  Ireland  to  her  elevation P  No!  fliat  I 
would  not  and  if  f  would^  she  would  despise  me,  and,  if  she 
were  to  despise  me»  I  would  go  hang  myself  like  Judas.  Well, 
there  is  no  i*egulator  for  tlie  human  heart  like  tlie  certainty  of 
possessing  the  affections  of  an  amiable  woman,  and^  if  so^  wliat 
unspeakable  good  fortime  do  I  not  ei\joy?  Well!  I  do  love  my 
wife  deai*ly,  and  that  is  the  God*s  tiiitli  of  it,  and  she  is  a  thou- 
sand times  too  good  for  me,  and  I  am  not  very  bad  neither,  but 
tlien  she  is  so  infinitely  bettci*  that  it  throws  my  great  merit 
into  tlie  shade.  For  all  that  I  have  said  of  her  and  myself  here, 
I  will  be  judged  by  Whitley  Stokes,  and  Peter  Burrowes,  and 
P.  P.  who  are  tliree  fair  men ;  and  I  now  have  done  tliis  day's 
journal,  and  shall  only  obscne,  on  looking  over  it,  that  1  think 
1  am  as  pretty  a  negotiator  as  a  man  would  wish  to  see  of  a 
summer's  day.  But  then  tliis  damn'd  manifesto  sticks  in  my 
stomach.   Well,  ••'7T«  ftuMn  rain,'*  ^-c. 

March  28.  Went  to  the  Opera,  as  usual,  like  a  fine  gentle- 
man. I  always  go  to  tliat  Theatre,  because,  as  yet,  I  understand 
music  better  than  French.  Fanurge.  Superb  spectacle.  Lays, 
tlie  best  singer  of  tlie  men,  Madame  Maillard  of  the  women^ 
Madame  Pontriel  extremely  pi-etty,  with  something  foolish  in 
the  expression  of  her  countenance ;  Mademoiselle  Gavaudan 
an  excellent  comic  actress ;  Dufrcsne  an  admirable  actor  and 
sings  tolerably;  all  the  others  middling  enough.  Dancers. 
Vestris  certainly  the  first,  then  Nivelon,  Deshayes,  Goyon,  Ac. 
Females.  Clotilde,  a  fine  figure  with  an  infinity  of  grace  aad 
execution,  but  wants,  as  the  French  tell  me,  the  A  plomif  as 
they  call  it,  that  is  immobility  of  posture  after  executing  a  HML. 
cult  passage.  For  my  part  I  did  not  observe  it  till  it  was  poiiit- 
cd  out  to  me,  but  now  I  am  beginning  to  grow  somefliing  of  a 
judge  myself;  Perignon  and  Chevigny,  admirable  dancers,  and 
of  merit  so  exactly  equal  that  I  know  not  which  to  prefer.  TInj 
arc  both  ordinary  both  in  face  and  figure,  but  manage  themadTes 
with  such  dexterity  that  noting  can  appear  more  graceiiil  tihan 


^---•■^        v.   .,. 


JOURNAL  OF  MARCH,  1796.  75 

diey  do  in  all  their  movements.    Duchemin  pi*ettyy  and  dances 
Tery  welL  Milliere  as  ugly  as  mortal  sin,  but  a  most  charming 
dancer ;  I  believe  I  like  her  the  best  The  Parisians  prefer  Che- 
vigny.    Nothing  could  be  executed  with  more  taste,  or  I  may 
say  more  classically,  than  the  Pas  Russe  was  to  night  by  Nive- 
lon  and  Milliere.    Once  for  alL  the  King's  theatre  in  the  Hay- 
market  is  no  better  than  a  bam  of  strollers  beside  tlie  theatre 
Dcs  Arts,  as  to  scenery,  machinery,  dresses,  and  decorations ; 
but  in  revenge,  their  singera  (being  Italians,)  are  far  before  tlie 
French,  who,  on  tlie  otiier  liand,  excel  the  Italians,  and  all 
other  nations,  in  their  dances.    It  is  impossible  to  conceive  any 
thing  in  its  kind  more  perfect  tlian  a  grand  ballet  at  the  Opera 
of  Paris,  and,  indeed,  in  all  their  tlieatres  tliere  is  an  attention 
paid  to  the  pi-esen^ation  of  costume,  even  in  the  minutest  points, 
very  for  beyond  the  English  theatre^  where,  I  have  seen  my- 
self Macbeth,  a  Scottish  chief  of  eight  centuries  ago,  dressed 
in  a  very  spruce  vest  of  scarlet  regimentals,  and  a  bag  wig,  in 
which  he  need  not  bo  ashamed  to  show  his  face  at  St  James, 
and  where,  to  this  hour,  Hamlet  tlie  Dane,  tlie  son  of  Horwen- 
dillus,  is  exhibited,  even  by  Kemble,  from  whom  I  would  ex- 
pect better  things,  in  a  fine  black  velvet  full  trimmed  suit,  witli 
the  ribbon  of  the  oi*der  of  tlie  Elephant  over  his  shoulder ;  where 
Kiiq;  John  is  habited  after  the  fashion  of  1160,  and  his  anta- 
gonist, King  Philip,  confronts  him  in  a  cocked  hat  and  fcatlicr, 
and  a  coat  and  waistcoat  of  tlie  last  coui*t  fashion,    lliese  ab- 
surdities the  eye  is  never  shocked  witli  in  France,  and  they  are 
as  attentive  to  the  appearance  of  tlie  meanest  domestic,  as  of  tlie 
hero  of  the  ^ece.   All  the  minutite  of  tlie  scene  are  equally  cor- 
rect; fiw  example,  in  a  Grecian  tragedy  tliey  would  not  intro- 
dooe  a  pair  of  handsome  plated  candlesticks.    Tliey  have  care- 
fld^  atiidied  tiie  antique,  aud  whatever  is  graceful  among  the 
and  profited  accordingly.    I  believe  I  have  now  said 
Opera,  to  which  the  French  arc  devoted  a  lafolie. 
AD  the  theatres  are  as  full  every  night  as  they  can  hold,  and  I 
ha?e  BB¥er  seen  an  instance  of  what  we  call  in  England  a  bad 
>  middling  house. 

S9«  ^Mji  tinUf  oh  ye  muses^  was  happily  spenU  Wheti 

went  with  me  wherever  I  went.**    Am  I  not  to  be  sin- 

coralj  pttied  here  ?  I  do  not  know  a  soul ;  I  speak  the  language 

with  great  difliculty ;  I  live  in  taverns,  which  I  detest;  I  cannot 
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be  always  reading,  ami  I  find,  by  exi)Pi'ionro,  that,  wlnii  one 
reads  per  foi-rc,  tlicre  in  iiot  much  of  citlior  i)n>fit  or  pleasure  in 
it.  frum  wliirh  I  infer.  pliiloRophirally,  that  tlir  naturr  of  man 
is  adaptttl  to  liberty,  and  ttiat  all  iTflti-aiiit  bi-yond  what  is  fte- 

ressory .  OliLord!  oh  Loitl !  mctaphysirs.  I  return  to  my 

aparlnioiit.  which  is,  not^vithHtllnding,  a  \rry  m-atonc,  as  if  I 
was  n-tiiraiiig  to  guol.  and  finally  I  go  to  iK-d  at  iiiglil  as  if  I 
was  monnling  the  guillotine.  I  do  lejul  a  dog's  life  of  it  lierr, 
that  is  the  truth  of  it ;  my  sole  resource  is  the  oix-ra. 

JInn/i  30.  Vent  to-day  to  the  ChuirU  of  Sf.  Uorli,  to  tlic 
fele  lie  la  Jeunesse :  Ml  the  youth  of  tlie  district,  who  have  at- 
tained the  age  of  sixteen,  were  to  pivsont  tiiemsebes  before  the 
municipalit}' and  rcreive  their  amis,  and  titosc  who  were  arri^xd 
at  twenty>one  were  to  be  enrolled  in  tlic  list  of  citizens,  in  ar- 
der  to  Hsreitain  their  right  of  voting  in  the  a<<senibliea.  llie 
I'hurch  was  decorated  with  the  national  colors,  and  a  statue  of 
Libri-ty.  with  an  altar  bhaxing  tx'fore  her.  At  the  foot  of  tlic  sta- 
tue tlie  municipality  were  seated,  and  tlie  sideti  of  the  ChuRrh 
wore  filled  with  a  ci-owd  of  spertiitoi-s.  tlie  parents  and  friends 
of  the  young  men.  leaving  a  space  vacant  in  tlie  centre  of  the 
liroression.  It  consisted  of  the  Etat  Major  of  the  wctions  com- 
|)osiiig  the  disti-irt  of  the  National  Guai'dn  under  arras,  of  tiie 
officers  of  the  sections,  and,  fiiiulty,  of  the  young  men  who  were 
to  he  pi-cscntwl.  The  giiai-d  waf  moimtwi  hy  veterans  of  the 
troops  ol'  the  line,  and  tliere  was  a  great  pile  of  muskets  and  of 
sabres  before  tlie  municiiMlity.  '^Mtcn  tlic  procession  arrive^ 
the  names  of  the  two  rliisses  were  enrolled,  and,  in  &e  mean 
time,  the  veterans  disti'ilnitrd  tlie  arms  amongst  tlic  parents  and 
friends  and  mistresses  of  tlie  young  men.  \Vhcii  tlic  f  nrolmtnt 
was  finished,  an  ofllcer  pronoiincn)  a  short  address  to  the  youtfaa 
of  sixteen,  on  the  duty  which  tliey  o\v-e<l  to  their  country-,  and  tbe 
honor  of  beai'ing  arms  iu  iier  defence,  to  which  they  were  about 
to  he  admitted.  I'hey  tlien  ran  amongst  tlic  ri-owd  of  sitectaton 
ami  received  tlieir  firelocks  ami  sabres,  some  from  tlieir  fatben, 
some  from  tlieir  moUiers,  and  many,  1  could  observe,  fnnn  dirir 
lovei-s.  When  tliey  were  aimed,  tlieir  parents  and  mistmaes 
embracetl  them,  and  they  returned  to  their  station.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  conceive  any  tiling  more  interesting  than  tbe  spectade 
was  at  tiiat  moment :  the  pride  and  pleasure  in  the  cauntNUum 
ortheparents:  thejErrteof  the  young soldkrs,  and,  above ^^ 
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rite  expression  in  the  fpiatiires  of  so  many  young  females,  many 

(rf*  them  beautiful,  and  all  interesting  fi*om  the  occasion.   1  was  in 

an  enthusiasm.  I  do  not  at  all  wonder  at  the  mii*acles  wiiich  the 

French  army   has  wrought  in  the  contest  for  tiieir  liberties. 

inriien  I  iooke<l  at  the  spectacle  befoi'e  me,  and  ivcallcd  to  mind 

the  gangs  of  wretched  recruits  1  had  seen  in  Ireland,  marching 

in  their  fetters.,  and  handcufTed,  I  was  no  longer  sui-prised  at 

any  tiling:  yet  the  poor  Irish  are  a  brave  people;  and  I  tliink 

it  would  not  be  imiK)ssiblc  to  bring  them  up  to  the  enthusiasm  of 

the  French ;  at  lestst  if  we  have  an  opportunity  we  will  ti-y.   I 

am  more  and  more  satisfied  of  the  jMiwei'fuI  effect  of  public  si)ec- 

taclcs.  properly  directed,  in  the  course  of  a  revolution.  I  should 

have  obsene^l  that,  during  the  ceremony,  {dl  the  civic  hymns 

were  chaunte<U  accompanied  by  a  full  band,  and  joined  in  the 

chonisscs  by  the  young  men.    I  wish  my  dearest  love  had  heard 

tlie  burst  of  ^^Jltux  armes*  CAtnijens.^*    It  is  impossible  to  c(m- 

reivc  the  eflTect  of  that  immortal  hymn,  unless  by  those,  who  have 

heard  it  at  a  festival  in  France;  it  is  absolute  enchantment. 

This  was  a  gmMl  day. 

March  31  •  Blank!  Not  knowing  what  to  do,  I  strell  about 
the  bfK)k  stalls,  and  pick  up  military  books  dog  cheap.  If  I  had 
money  to  spare,  I  could  make  up  a  famous  French  library  for 
a  trifle.  Tliere  are  ver>'  expensive  editions  just  now,  if  one 
chooses  to  lay  out  money  in  fine  types,  paper,  and  binding,  but 
tliere  are  ako  most  excellent  editions  of  excellent  works  for  half 
nothing.  The  ordinar}'  price  I  jmy  for  a  duo<lecimo,  bound,  is 
fifty  francs,  in  assignats,  which,  attlie  present  rates  of  the  louis, 
is  about  two  pence.  Mary,  I  know,  will  laugh  at  my  collection 
of  EtatB  Militaires,  as  she  calls  them ;  no  matter  for  that:  <<  By 
CiPs  pracidinch  they  may  he  yused  same  time  or  other.**  I  laugh 
■t  them  myself  sometimes^  but  I  am  tempted  because  they  are 
harguDBy  in  spite  of  poor  Richard.  Mver^  says  he,  buy  what 
ym  isnl  tpantf  because  it  is  a  bargain.  I  have  kvmcn  many  a 
ftjf  bnying  bargains. 


April,  1796. 

J^fU  1.  Loonged  about  '*  clieapening  old  authors  at  a  stalL*^ 
Saw  a  snpwb  indtalion  of  infantry,  and  a  sfpiadron  of  cavali^ 
at  the  Thuilleries  by  a  general  officer.    The  French 
Yerj  fine  troops,  such  of  them  as  I  have  seen  ;  they  are  all 
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of  the  riglit  military  age,  %vith  scarcely  any  old  men  past  senice, 
or  boys  not  gi*o\Yn  up  to  it  They  are  not  very  correct  in  their 
evolutions,  not  neai*  e<|ual  to  the  English,  and  much  less,  as  I 
suppose,  to  tlie  Crcrmans.  This  has  a  little  shaken  my  faith  in 
the  force  of  discipline,  for  they  have  certainly  beaten  botli  Bii- 
tisli  and  Germans  like  dogs ;  but,  after  the  s]iectacles  wldch  I 
see  daily,  why  need  I  wonder  at  that  ?  The  fete  de  la  jeunesse* 
for  example,  of  yestei-day,  explaias  it  at  once.  Discipline  will 
not  stand  against  such  enthusiasm  as  I  was  a  witness  to,  and,  I 
may  say,  sts  I  felt  myself.  I  remember  P.  P.  was  always  of 
tliat  opinion  too,  though  I  doubted  it,  which  shows  tlic  superi- 
ority of  his  judgment,  and  his  more  accui*ate  knowledge  of  the 
human  character.  If  we  go  on  in  Iivland,  we  must  move  hea- 
ven and  earth  to  create  tlie  same  spirit  of  entiiusiasm  which  I 
see  here ;  and,  from  my  observation  of  the  Irish  character, 
which  so  nearly  resembles  tlie  French,  I  think  it  very  possible. 
The  devil  of  it  is,  that  jioor  Pat  is  a  little  given  to  drink,  and  the 
French  are  wry  sober.  We  must  re^rtify  that  as  well  as  we  can ; 
he  is  a  good  man  tJiat  has  no  fault,  and  1  have  sort  of  sympa- 
tlietic  feeling  which  makes  me  the  moi^e  indulgent  on  this  save. 
(Queiv.)  Would  it  have  a  good  elfect  to  explode  corporal  pun- 
ishment altogether  in  the  Irish  army,  and  substitute  a  discbarge 
with  infamy  for  gi*eat  faults,  and  confinement  and  liard  diet  foi' 
lesser  ones  ?  I  believe  there  is  no  coqioral  punishment  in  tbit 
Frencli  ai*my,  and  I  would  wish  to  create  a  spirit  in  our  sol- 
diers, a  high  point  of  honor,  like  that  of  tlie  Fi*ench,  When  one 
of  tlieir  6enei*als,  (Mai-shal  Richelieu)  was  besieging  atowi^* 
he  was  tormented  w  ith  the  drunkenness  of  his  army.  He  gaTS 
out,  in  orders,  that  any  soldier  who  was  seen  dniidc  should  not  be 
suffered  to  mount  to  the  assault,  and  tliere  was  not  a  man  to  he 
seen  in  liquor  afterwards.  Drunkenness  tlien  induced  a  bos* 
picion  of  cowardice,  wliich  kept  them  effectually  sober.  It  ia  a 
choice  anecdote,  and  pregnant  witli  circumstances.  To  return, 
lliere  is  a  great  latitude  in  dress  allowed  botli  to  the  Freadi 
officers  and  soldiers,  which  has  demolished,  or,  at  least,  much 
circumscribed  another  of  my  prejudices;  for  I  was,  on  that 
score,  a  great  Martinet  I  fancy  truth  may  lie  between  P.  Pa. 
opinion  and  mine,  so  let  us  compound  as  follows:  If  there  be  a 
high  point  of  honor,  and  a  spirit  of  ardent  enthusiasm,  then  dis- 

Port  MahoHi  in  Bflnmta 
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cipline  (I  mean  that  discipline  which  makes  men  machines,)  may 
br«  in  a  gifat  degi-ec,  suffei-ed  to  relax,  and  a  farfiorU  tlie  mi- 
nutiae of  dress,  to  be  neglected ;  but  if  tliat  point  of  honor  and 
spirit  of  entlmsiasm  do  not  exist,  tlieir  absence  must  be  supplied 
by  the  force  of  discipline,  and  then,  as  pai't  of  the  system,  even 
the  article  of  di*css  becomes  of  some  imjiortance.  The  French 
cavalry  are  armed  only  witli  sabres  and  pistols,  without  carbines. 
I  am  glad  of  tliat,  for  I  always  thought  carbines  useless.  The 
fire  of  infantry-  seems  to  me  to  have  very  little  effect  in  com- 
parison of  the  noise  it  makes,  and  the  fu-e  of  cavalry  I  am  sure 
is  nonsense.  The  amie  bhmche  is  tlie  system  of  the  French, 
and  I  believe  for  the  Irish,  at  least  if  our  affair  goes  forwsinl  it 
will  be  what  I  shall  i*ecommend,  for  i)oor  Pat  is  veiy  fui'ious  and 
sa^-agc,  and  the  tactics  of  every  nation  ought  to  be  adapted  to  the 
national  cluiracter,  Platooning  at  foiiy  yai*ds  distance  may  an- 
swer very  well  to  tlie  English  and  Germsin  phlegm,  but  as  we 
have  rather  more  animal  spirits,  I  vote  for  the  bayonet.  I  do 
liot  love  playing  at  long  bullets.  To  conclude,  I  wish  to  study 
the  character  of  the  French  soldiers,  and,  if  possible,  to  ci*eate 
tbe  same  spirit  in  Ii*eland,  and,  in  a  word,  to  make  tlie  French 
army  our  model  instead  of  tlie  Prussian.  I  think  P.  P.  m  ill  al- 
bw  that  this  is  candid  in  me,  after  all  the  disputes  he  and  I  have 
had  on  the  subject  of  discipline.  In  the  aftenioon  went,  for  the 
first  time,  to  tlie  Conseil  des  500,  (the  French  House  of  Com- 
IIMN18.)  It  is  certainly  the  first  assembly  in  Europe,  and  the 
worst  accommodated ;  the  room  is  mean,  diKy,  and  illcontidved ; 
tbe  system  ct  speaking  from  a  ti'ibune  in  itself  bad,  and  they 
have  made  it  worse  by  placing  it  at  tlie  feet  of  the  President, 
(te  whom  the  orator's  back  Ls  turned)  at  one  end  of  a  very  ob- 
kag  room,  so  that  those  at  the  lower  end  cannot  possibly  hear 
kalf  of  what  is  said.  They  are  likewise  very  disorderly,  which 
I  Header  at  the  more  as  tliey  have  had  now  six  years*  exix> 
ef  piblic  assemblies,  but  it  is  tlie  same  impetuosity  that 
1  redoubtable  in  tlie  field,  and  disorderly  in  the  Sen- 
ate. Am  to  their  appearance,  it  was  extremely  plain.  Nobody 
what  I  would  call  dressed,  many,  without  powder,  in  pan- 
lood  boots.  From  the  figure  of  the  room,  and  the  appear- 
iff  the  aaaembly,  they  put  me  strongly  in  mind  of  my  old 
the  Oeaeral  Committee,  at  their  famous  meetings  in 
The  resemblance  was  very  striking,  with  this  dif* 
Hmk  I  must  say  the  General  Committee  looked  more 
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like  gentlemen,  and  were  ten  times  more  regular  and  orderljr, 
or,  in  a  word,  like  a  legislative  body.  They  were  only  on  bu- 
siness of  coni*se,  and.  as  I  found  nobmly  to  jHiint  out  to  me  tlic 
most  celebrated  menibei*s,  1  did  not  remain  above  half  an  hour. 
On  the  whole,  tliey  looked  more  like  tlieir  countrymen  who 
broke  into  tlie  Roman  Senate^  tlian  like  tlie  Senatora  assembled 
in  tlieir  ivoiy  chairs  to  recx'ive  them ;  nor  can  I  say,  as  the  Am- 
bassador of  Pyirlms  did  of  the  Senators  of  Rome«  tliat  they 
looked  like  an  assembly  of  Demigods.  But  it  is  very  little  mat- 
ter what  tliey  look  like.  Tliey  have  humbled  all  £uroj)e  thus 
far,  with  their  blue  pantaloons  and  unpowdeitnl  locks^  and  duit 
is  tlie  main  point;  the  i-est  is  of  little  consequence. 

Jlpril  2.  Went  to  day  to  Clai*ke,  at  the  Luxembourg*  He 
tells  me  he  has  been  hunting  in  vain  for  a  proper  person  to  go 
to  Ireland ;  that  he  had  a  Frenchman  tampered  witli,  wlio  was 
educated  from  a  child  in  England,  and  spoke  tlic  language  per- 
fectly. Tliat^  at  first,  he  agreed  to  go»  but,  afterwards,  on 
learning  tlic  penalties  of  the  English  law,  against  high  trea- 
son, his  heart  failed  him  and  he  declined.  This  is  bad.  How- 
ever, there  is  no  remedv.  Clarke  went  on  to  tell  me  that  if 
the  measiiiT  were  jmrsued  (without  saying  whether  it  would  or 
not)  tlie  Executive  wci-e  determined  to  employ  me  in  the  Frendi 
senice  in  a  military  capacity;  and  tliat  1  might  depend  on 
finding  every  tiling  of  that  kind  settled  to  iny  satisfaction.  I 
answered,  that,  as  to  my  own  pei*8onal  feelings,  I  had  nothing 
more  to  demand.  He  then  wished  I  would  give  him  a  short 
plan  for  a  system  of  chouannerie  in  Ii*eland,  particulariy  in 
Munster,  for  he  would  tell  me  frankly,  tlic  Government  had  a 
design  before  any  tiling  more  serious  was  attempted,  to  tun  in 
a  parcel  of  renegadoes,  (or.  as  he  said,  blackguards,)  into  Iie- 
lund,  in  order  to  distress  and  embarrass  tlie  Government  tfaeit^ 
and  distract  them  in  their  motions.  I  answered,  I  was  bohtj  to 
hear  it.  Tliat,  if  a  measure  of  tliat  kind  was  adopted  with  a 
view  to  prepare  the  minds  of  tlie  people,  it  was  unneoesBiryt 
for  tliey  were  already  sufficiently  prepared.  That  it  would  only 
produce  local  insurrections,  which  would  soon  bo  sappnaaaSi 
because  the  army,  (including  the  militia)  would,  in  that  caae^ 
to  a  certainty,  suiqiort  tlio  Government,  and  every  man,  of  a^y 
property,  even  those  who  wished  for  the  independmice  of  tiwir 
country,  would  do  the  same,  from  the  dread  of  indiacrimliiate 
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plunder,  which  would  be  but  too  likely  to  ensue  from  such  a 
measure  as  he  described ;  tliat  there  was  another  thing  very 
much  to  be  appreliended  in  that  case,  and  which,  if  I  was  Mi- 
nister of  England,  I  should  not  hesitate  one  moment  about, 
ami  ill  which  tlie  Parliaments  of  both  countries  would  instantly 
concur.  ^  iz.  to  jiass  two  acts,  repealing  tliose  clauses  which 
enact  that  the  militia  shall  only  ser\'e  in  their  own  country,  and 
directly  to  shift  the  militia  of  Inland  into  England,  and  i-cplace 
them  by  tlie  English  militia,  which  would  serve  to  awe  both 
countries,  and  most  materially  embaiTass  us.  That,  if  all  this 
was  so,  and  those  insuri'ections  suppressed,  their  inevitable  ef- 
fect, grounded  upon  all  Idstorical  ex]ierience,  would  be,  to 
strengthen  the  existing  Government  lliat  England  would  take 
that  opportunity  to  reduce  Ii'cland  again  to  that  state  of  sub- 
jection, or  even  a  worae  one,  tliat  she  hatl  b^n  in  before  1782, 
and  would  bind  her,  hand  and  foot,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make 
all  future  exeition  impossible ;  in  which  she  would  be  supported 
by  the  whole  Irish  aristocracy,  who  compose  the  Legislature, 
uid  \kiio  would  sacrifice  every  tiling  to  their  o^n  security. 
That,  if  France  had  notliing  in  view  but  to  distress  England 
far  the  moment,  undoubtedly  what  he  mentioned,  however 
luinoos  to  Ireland,  might  have  that  effect;  but  if  the  Republic 
Wfnt  on  more  enlarged  views,  and  sounder  policy,  she  ought 
not*  for  a  moment,  to  give  consideration  to  tlie  scheme.  That, 
if  the  main  force  were  once  landed,  undoubtedly  it  would  be 
right  to  set  Ireland  in  a  blaze  at  tlie  four  comers,  and  bui-n  out 
the  English  Government,  but  that  I  was  satisfied  it  would  be 
nunoiis  to  make  the  measure  he  described,  precede  the  landing. 
Fiaally,  I  added,  that,  as  to  myself,  I  was  ready  to  be  one  of 
if  the  French  Government  wci-e  determined  to  send 
I  also  begged  him  to  remember  that  I  gave  this,  with 
deference,  as  my  fixed  opinion  on  a  jwint  wldch  I  had 
in  consequence  of  an  idea  of  tlie  same  kind  having 
to  me  by  Madgett^  fi-om  the  Minister.  Clarke  be- 
gm^  hj  nying,  that,  as  to  my  being  sent,  it  was  not  tlie  idea 
if  the  Fmch  Government  to  risrpie  my  safety  in  that  stage  of 
the  bariima.  That  the  olijections  I  had  urged  were  of  conside- 
w«i|^  and  that  he  v^xxild  give  tliem  serious  considera- 
He  ibm  desired  to  see  me  in  four  or  five  da3rs,  and,  after 
■qr  address,  which  I  gave  him,  I  took  my  leave. 
Tn.  II— 1 1 
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(Vide  Journal  of  February  2,  and  March  22  and  23,  on  this 
subject,  wliichy  I  am  sorry  to  sec,  lias  got  ground  amongst 
tliem.)  This  convei'sation  explaias  \vhat  Madgett  (who  is  re- 
turned fram  luH  miasion,)  told  me  tliis  morning:  tliat  he  has 
got  fifty-one  Irisli  prisoners,  who  would  fight,  blood  to  the 
knees,  against  England,  and  tliat  he  thought  it  would  be  rery 
seniceable  it'  tliey  weiv  dispersed  tlirough  the  country'.  1  re- 
ierrefl  him,  for  my  opinion,  to  oui'  foimer  conversations  on  that 
head ;  that  1  thought,  undoubtedly,  if  the  business  were  once 
begun,  the  wider  tlie  flame  was  spread,  the  better;  but  that  tht 
grand  bkiw  of  the  landing  near  Belfast^  should  precede  all  others^ 
and  tliat  being  once  effected,  as  many  more  as  he  pleased.  I  see. 
cleai'Iy,  that  my  opinion  will  not  be  followed ;  and  I  fear  it  will 
be  found  to  be  so  much  tlie  worse.  I  have^  however,  discharged 
my  conscience.  I  cannot  blame  France  for  wishing  to  retaliate 
on  Enghiiid,  the  abominations  of  La  Vendee  and  the  Choaans, 
but  it  is  hard  that  it  should  be  at  the  expense  of  poor  Ireland. 
It  ^ill  be  she  and  not  England  that  will  suffer,  and  the  Eng- 
lish will  be  glad  of  it  for  they  hate  us  next  to  the  French.  If 
these  ragamuffins  are  smuggled  into  the  country,  local  insur- 
rections will  ensue,  tlie  militia  will  obey  tlieir  officers^  the  bra- 
vest of  our  poor  peasants  vdll  stand  to  be  cut  down,  and  of  those 
who  run  away,  numbers  will  be  hanged,  and  many  mora  aent 
aboard  the  fleet,  to  fight  the  battles  of  England,  and  the  Go- 
vernment will  be  so  much  the  stranger;  not  to  mentiQn  fliB 
mischief  which  will  be  unprofitably  done,  even  to  the  ariati^ 
cracy.  I  dislike  all  tliis  very  much,  if  I  could  help  myself  hot 
I  fear  I  shall  not  be  able  to  prevent  it  At  all  events,  I  have 
given  my  opinions  honestly.  Poor  Pat !  I  fear  he  is  just  now 
in  a  bad  neighborhood.  Madgett  tells  me  that  Mr.  W.  Braww 
left  Guise  with  his  passport  eight  months  ago.  So  fliere  is  an 
end  of  that  business.  I  hope  in  God,  he  is,  by  this,  safe  wifli  the 
girls  at  Princeton.  How  happy  shall  we  be  if  ever  we  lunra 
the  good  fortune  to  meet  again.  I  suffer  a  great  deal  in  lUi 
business;  ho^Tver,  ***TiMtuiin  vain  far  sMien  to  eomplaku'^ 
^Bfril  3.  Called  on  Madgett  this  morning,  by  appointmeot 
He  is  always  full  of  good  news.  He  tells  me  tte  marine  finw 
will  be  seventeen  ships  of  war,  great  and  small,  aran  and  ar- 
tillery, &c  for  50,000  men ;  that  many  of  the  offloors  are  alrea^J 
named,  bnt  he  believes  not  the  general-in-chiei  All  Ois  iaTCvgr 
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good,  but  "  JFonld  I  amid  see  i7,  quoth  blind  I£ui;lu^^  We  tlien 
ramc  to  my  commisflion  iu  the  service  of  the  Republic.  He  askecl 
ine^as  I  was  here  the  representative  of  the  Irish  i)eopie,  wnuid  ] 
not  feel  it  beneath  the  dignity  of  that  chanicter  to  accept  of  a  cum- 
mission,  for,  as  to  tlic  French  Government^  tliey  would  give  me 
any  rank  I  pleased  to  demand.  I  answered,  tliat  1  considered 
the  station  of  a  French  officer  was  one  that  would  iTflect  honor 
on  any  one  who  filled  it ;  that,  consecpiently,  on  that  scoiv,  I 
ooald  have  no  possible  objection ;  that,  besides,  my  object  was 
to  insure  pi*otectioii9  in  case  any  of  the  infinite  varieties  of  acci- 
dents incident  to  the  fortune  of  ^ai*,  should  tli]*ow  me  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy:  tliat  I  was  very  willing  to  risque  my  life 
in  tlie  field,  but  not  to  be  hanged  up  iis  a  traitor ;  tliat  as  to 
rank,  it  was  indifferent  to  me,  as  1  did  not  doid)t,  but  as  soon 
as  things  were  a  little  reduced  into  order,  in  Ireland,  I  should 
obtain  such  a  station  in  that  service,  as  they  might  think  I 
merited ;  that,  in  the  mean  time,  I  should  wish  to  be  of  the 
family  of  the  gcneral-in-chief,  as  I  could  be  of  use  tlieiv,  speak- 
ing a  litde  French,  to  intei'pret  between  him  and  tlie  natives ; 
Dnlcss  the  Government  hei*e  thought  proper  to  ]*aise  a  coii)s  of 
the  Irish  prisoners,  in  which  case,  I  hoped  they  v^ould  intrust 
me  with  the  command.  Madgett  asked  me  how  many  might  be 
to  form  the  cadre  of  a  coi*ps?  I  answei*ed.  if  we  could 


muster  one  hundred  and  fifty,  it  wcmld  be  sufficient,  and,  as 
soon  as  we  got  to  Ireland,  we  would  mount  tliem  as  hussars. 
Just  then  we  were  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  Fitz  Simons, 
the  priest^  who  has  been  recommended  by  Prieur  de  la  Marne  to 
go  to  Ireland.  Madgett  beg^n  to  s]ieak  without  reserve,  but, 
Sir  my  part,  I  kept  myself  in  generals,  be(*ause,  <<  Dolus  ver- 
in  wmenalibnsJ*  I  was  soon  vei*y  glad  I  did  so,  for  1 
fliat  he  is  a  damned  fool,  not  fit  to  deliver  a  common  mes- 
He  may  be  honest,  for  aught  I  know,  and  may  have  tlie 
cessary,  but  he  has  not  one  grain  of  talents.  I  never 
provoked  in  my  life,  and  tlie  fellow  was  pinning 
OD  me,  though  my  manner  was  as  cold  and  dry  as  pos- 
■Uc^  bat  he  seems  to  have  a  ivasonablo  assurance,  resulting 
fKKfij  flmn  his  extreme  ignorance.  Curse  on  him !  for  a  blad- 
dsi^g idiot;  what  shall  I  do  with  him?  How  can  I  explain  my- 
\  damned  dunce,  or  intrust  the  safety  of  my  friends,  not 
iff  te  measore  itself,  to  a  blockliead  tliat  has  not  sense 
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enough  to  keep  liis  moufh  shut,  or  count  five  on  his  fingcnH 
Where  the  devil  in  hell  did  Pricur  pick  him  up,  and  what  sort 
of  a  fellow  must  Pricur  be  himself,  to  ix^commend  him?  If  he 
judges  him  capable,  he  is  a  fool;  if  not,  he  is  worse.  Damn 
him  to  hell!  I  wish  he  was  dead.  **Iu'oMfain  have  him  dit^ 
split  me  /"  Is  not  Uiis  most  terribly  provoking,  for  it  seems  to 
be  a  tiling  settled,  tliat  he  shall  go.  Wliat  am  I  to  do  in  this 
cursed  dilemma,  and  how  came  Madgett  not  to  interfere  in 
time?  I  objected,  all  along,  to  priests,  as  the  worst  of  all  possi- 
ble agents,  and  hei-e  is  one  who  is  tlie  worst  of  all  possible 
priests.  Uow  the  devil  can  I  communicate  with  such  an  ass? 
It  is  impossible  to  conceive  any  tldng  more  vulgar,  ignorant, 
and  stupid.  If  he  goes  to  Ireland,  the  people  tliere  will  suppose 
that  we  are  laughing  at  tliem,  to  send  such  a  fellow.  What  will 
Gogtliink?  Yes.  Gog  will  open  his  heart  ver}'  readily  to  Mr. 
Fitz  Simons.  God  rot  him?  I  am  in  such  a  i*age  I  know  not 
how  to  leave  off  abusing  him.  Well,  I  am  to  dine  to  day  with 
Madgett,  and  please  the  Lord  I  will  tell  him  a  piece  of  my 
mind.  Perhaiis  I  may  be  able  to  put  a  spoke  in  Mr.  Fitz  Simons* 
wheel,  if  it  be  not  as  I  fear  it  is,  too  late.  To  give  a  specimen 
of  his  talents,  (because  he  amuses  me:)  There  happened  to  be 
some  Poi-tuguese  despatches  taken  aboard  a  vessel  going  to 
Brazil.  Sullivan.  Madgett*s  nephew,  was  carrying  tliem  to 
the  office  to  be  translated,  and  Mr.  Fitz  Simons  made  the  fid- 
lowing  remark:  '« You  will  have  fine  fun,  making  out  what 
<< these  Portuguese  fellows  say;  are  all  those  papers,  pnij» 
<<  wnoTE  in  English?^^  llie  despatches  of  the  Portuguese  ll^^ 
nisti7  to  tlie  Governor  of  Rio  Janeiro,  Tvritten  in  EngUthi  Ok 
Lord!  Oh  Lord!  I  thought  I  should  have  choked*  endeayoriig 
to  smotlier  the  irresistible  propensity  I  felt  to  laugh  in  his  Uo^ 
Yes,  he  is  a  pretty  devil  of  an  agent  I  suppose  he  will  taft 
Portuguese  to  the  Irish,  by  way  of  keeping  the  secret 
him  sempitemally !  What  the  devil  brought  him  across 
Dinner  witli  Madgett ;  after  dinner  began  my  remarks  on  Fifai 
Simons,  and,  after  relating  the  anecdote  of  the  Pmrtogwaa 
despatches,  written  in  £nglish»  told  lum  piump^  I  would  not 
hazard  the  safety  of  my  friends  in  Ireland,  nor  of  the  meaauR^ 
by  cmumunicating  with  such  an  eternal  btockhead.  Bfadget^ 
at  first  seemed  inclined  to  make  some  defence  fiir  hiniy  liiit  the 
cause  was  too  bad,  and  I  was  too  determinedy  so  be  gave  Iiob 
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u]!,  and  assured  me  he  shoidd  not  go ;  and  tlierc  the  matter 
rests,  but  I  think  I  will  go  to-morrow  to  the  Minister,  and  tell 
him  a  piece  of  my  mind  touching  this  said  Mr.  Fitz  Simons. 
I  must  leave  nothing  to  chance.  I  caimot  conceive  how  Prieui* 
rould  be  mistaken  in  him.  The  fellow  was  fawning  on  me  too, 
but  I  was  as  cold  as  ice,  and  stiff  as  a  Sjianiai^d,  and  would  not 
understand  the  broadest  hints.  Hang  liim !  1  have  taken  up  too 
much  of  my  paper  about  1dm  and  his  Portuguese  written  in 
English.  Is  it  not  strange,  however,  that  Pricur  and  De  la 
Croix  and  Madgett,  should  be  satisfied  to  let  him  pass  on  a 
business  of  such  magnitude?  I  tliink  I  must  go  to  the  Minis* 
ter,  and  make  it  a  point  that  he  shall  be  stopped.  At  all  e^~ents, 
I  ikill  not  communicate  \(ith  him,  '^thafs  flat.*'  After  dinner 
u'alked  for  two  hours  in  the  Thuilleries  with  Sullivan,  talking 
red  hot  Irish  politics.  Sullivan  is  a  good  lad,  and  I  like  him 
\ery  well.   Bed  early. 

Jpril  4.  Called  on  Madgett  at  nine  o'clock,  in  order  to  give 
him,  in  cool  blood,  my  detennination  as  to  Mr.  Fitz  Simons, 
who,  indeed,  does  not  understand  Portuguese.  Madgett  gone 
oat  of  town  recruiting. '  That  is  another  scheme,  which,  as  they 
are  managing  it,  I  do  not  like.  I  will  go  to  Clarke  again  to* 
morrow,  and  protest  against  it,  for  I  will  not  be  accessary  to 
spilliDg  the  blood  of  my  brave  and  unfortunate  countrymen. 
Poor  fdlowB ;  and  it  would  be  the  bravest  and  best  of  them ; 
whose  lives,  if  they  must  be  sacrified,  should  be  reserved  for  a 
better  occasion.  I  will,  on  my  part,  leave  nothing  undone  to 
prevent  the  infinite  mischief  which  I  see,  in  every  point  of  view, 
iCBoHing  from  introducing  the  spirit  of  Chouannerie  in  Ireland. 
I  flunk  I  will  go  now  and  put  my  reasons  against  it  on  paper, 
IB  order  to  give  to  Clarke  to-morrow.  ***  Write  my  reasons, 
vhidi  are  to  be  found  in  my  memorandum  of  the  £d,  in  the 
ef  Are  or  six  short  propositions,  and  set  off  to  g\ve  them 
Called,  in  my  way,  at  the  Rue  du  Bacq,  and  saw 
flie  msislBr.  I  told  him  that  it  was  not  a  pleasant  thing  to 
Wfmk  hsvdly  of  any  body,  but  that  my  duty  compelled  me  to 
taflUmflkstFitz  Simons,  whom  I  had  seen  and  conversed  with, 
■baoiately  imfit  for  the  mission  on  which  itwas  proposed  to 
Um ;  lluift,  as  to  his  principles  and  honesty,  I  had  no  rea- 
to  dookt  flMm,  buty  as  to  his  talents,  he  was  a  dovynright 
(imbeciDe.)  That^  consequently,  I  could  not  commit 


-  * 


^ 


86  JOURNAL  OF  APRIL,  1796. 

myseli^  or  my  friends^  or  the  cause«  to  a  person  wlioni  I  found 
to  be  absolutely  incapable.   The  Minister  replied,  that  he  did 
not  know*  him  at  all ;  he  asked  mc  then  had  I  no  ]icrBon  myself 
to  recommend  if   I  told  him  1  knew  not  a  soul  inPai'is.  He  then 
desired  me  to  look  for  a  proper  pei-son^  (which  1  shall  not  do, 
for,  in  tlic  first  place,  1  know  nobody,  and,  in  tlie  next.  I  will 
not  make  myself  responsible  by  a  recommendation)  for,  that  it 
was  absolutely  necessaiy,  he  said,  that  the  Government  should 
be  infonned  of  the  actual  state  of  tilings  in  Ireland.    He  then 
asked  me,  had  1  not  seen  Genei-al  Clarke?   I  told  him  I  had,  by 
the  orders  of  Carnot    Well,  said  he^  I  supjiose  he  told  you  tliat 
the  affair  is  in  train,  tliat  prcpaititions  are  making,  •*  etjespere 
que  fa  ira.**   I  told  him  I  was  ver}'  happy  to  hear  it  from  him, 
and  took  my  leave*    This  short  conversation  took  jdacc  in  the 
court  of  his  hotel,  where  1  met  Idm  coming  out  of  his  bureau. 
From  tlie  Minister,  1  went  to  Clarke,  whom  I  saw  for  two  mi- 
nutes, he  being  engaged  with  a  General  officer  and  his  Aid-de- 
Camp.    1  gave  him  my  reasons,  and  he  told  mc  the  plan  was 
given  up,  which  I  am  very  glad  to  hear.   He  also  said  he  had 
not  been  yet  able  to  find  a  pi-opcr  person  to  go  to  Ireland*   I 
then  mentioned  tliat  I  had  been  with  the  Minister  about  Fiti 
Simons ;  tliat  lie  was  utterly  incapable,  and  tliat  I  mentioned  it 
to  him,  lest  lie  might  be  taken  by  surpi*ise  as  to  his  appointnimit ; 
he  then  desired  me  to  call  upmi  him  every  three  or  four  days, 
and  so  we  parted.  I  am  heaitily  glad  tlio  system  of  Cliouamieria 
IB  knocked  in  tlie  head,  and  I  hope  it  is  partly  owing  to  my  re- 
presentations against  it    I  am  now  absolutely  idle  for  tlif«e  or 
four  days,  and  1  am  truly  weary  of  this  life.    ^^Fie  ^ipom%  I 
'want  work.''*  Well,  if  ever  I  get  to  Ireland  I  shall  have  work 
enough  to  make  me  amends  for  tliis.   Strolled,  as  usual,  to  Ae 
Champs  Elysees,  and  dined  alone.   Delicious  weather,  and  all 
the  woi-ld  diverting  themselves  except  me.  **  Poor  fRoratioif 
what  art  thou  ?  A  solitary  Jiff.**   I  declare  I  am  as  miidi 
here  as  if  I  were  in  the  deserts  of  Arabia,  and  fliat  is  liard  Im 
such  a  city  as  Paris.   In  the  evening,  ComedU  Italieimef  m 
great  things.  Theopera  is  the  only  spectacle  for  me.  Bedattok 
<<  IFeO,  Qod'M  bUMiingo  be  about  the  moMf^'qwOk  SanchoPama^ 
^*  who  fir$t  invented  Mleepf  U  covers  a  man  all  aver  like  Mo  elaaiu^ 
5,  6,  7  JlpriL  Blank!  Blank!  Blank!  This  is  sad! 
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Jipril  8,  Strolled  to  the  Palais  de  Justice,  the  Westminster 
Hall  of  Paris,  because  I  liavo  a  sneaking  kindness  for  the  pro- 
fession of  the  law,  of  which  I  was  so  distinguished  a  member  in 
rev  own  country.  Saw  a  man  tried  for  stealing  a  plank  ;  ho 
told  his  story  vei*y  well,  and  he  had  a  counsel  who  made  a  very 
good  defence  for  him«  and  s])oke  exti-eniely  well.  I  understood 
ever}'  worti  of  his  speech,  which  I  tliink  is  evidence  that  it  was 
a  good  one.  The  jury  made  a  respectable  apjiearance.  They 
retired  to  consider  of  their  venlict,  but  1  did  not  stay  for  the 
e^'ent.  I  suppose,  from  what  1  heard,  tlic  man  was  acquitted. 
The  judge  chained  them  witli  great  moderation,  and  exactly  in 
the  language  of  the  English  law ;  told  them  it  was  their  verdict 
and  not  his ;  that  the  point  for  them  to  consider  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  culprit  AS  the  fact  was  admitted,  that  if  they  believ- 
ed he  had  no  criminal  intent,  but  acted  merely  through  ignor- 
ance, they  are  bound  to  acquit  him.  All  which  I  liked  very 
well.  I  did  not  think  tliey  had  so  much  notion  of  criminal  law 
in  France,  but  that  was  because  I  grounded  my  opinion  on  that 
coBsunimation  of  all  iniquities  and  horror,  the  Re\'olutionary 
tribnnaL  The  judges,  five  in  number,  were  dressed  in  black, 
a  la  Vandyck,  with  hats  decorated  with  tlie  national  feathers, 
and  a  tri-color  ribbon  round  their  necks,  like  tlie  collar  of  the 
orders  of  knighthood  in  England,  to  which  were  suspended  the 
lasccs  and  axes  in  silver,  the  emblem  of  their  functions.  The 
pnblic  accuser,  or  attorney  general,  was  habited  pi*etty  much 
after  the  same  fashion  :  the  lanvyers  had  no  discrimination  of 
dress,  which  shoe's  their  good  sense.  It  is  the  same  in  America ; 
tte  judges  alone  arc  distinguished  by  their  habits,  and  they  are 
■ot  di^nised  by  that  most  preposterous  and  absurd  of  all  human 
isfCBtioiiBy  the  long  full  bottomed  wig.  Altogetlier,  the  appear- 
aaoB  of  Hie  French  tribunal  criminel,  and  the  manner  in  which 
Ike  trial  was  conducted,  pleased  me  extremely.  Certainly  every 
jMHoe  was  done  to  the  prisoner,  I  was  astonished  at  the  purity 
of  Us  dcfion  and  politeness  of  his  manner,  in  a  short  discussion 
he  bad  wifli  the  public  accuser,  who,  on  his  pai-t,  showed  great 
koHgr  aad  candor.  I  am  afraid  an  Irish  thief  would  hai-dly  con- 
hteaelf  with  the  same  talents,  or,  at  least,  the  same  man- 
i;  hat  let  that  pass.  Poor  Pat  is  not  to  be  despised  because 
ha  hi  Mil  aa  polished  as  a  Frenchman,  and  besides,  who  knows 
what  we  may  make  of  him  yet.    lie  has  very  pretty  capabilities. 
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Went  ill  the  evening  ti>  see  the  Dcsertcur,  at  the  Theatre  des 
Italiens.    Disapjwinted.   A  very  lyww  iKM-iormanre :  I  siM^ak  as 
to  the  actors,  tor  the  piece  itself  is  inimitahle.    Even  Chenaiti, 
who.  in  general,  is  adniii*ah]e«  was  \Qry  indiflTeivnt  in  Montau- 
ricl.    His  maimer  was  dry  and  hainl.    The  fact  is,  the  French 
do  not  know  how  to  irpi^esent  a  num  drunk,  w hich  is  owing  to 
a  defect  in  their  education,  for,  as  thev  never  drink  haixl.  tliev 
ha>  e  no  an*het}  ik\s.  so  tliey  form  some  vague  notions  of  the 
maimer  in  which  a  (hninken  man  walks  and  sjieaks,  but  this  is 
all  fnmi  the  imagination,  and  the  perfection  of  acting  is  to  copy 
nature.  If  Chenaitl  had  the  givat  advantage  to  s])eiid  two  or 
thi*ee  afternoons  witli  P.  P.  and  another  person,  who  shall  be 
nameless,  1  think  it  might  very  much  enlarge  and  improve  his 
ideas  as  to  tlie  manner  of  acting  Montauciel.    By-the-by,  the 
charact4^r  of  Montauciel,  which  is  so  inimitably  chai'acteristic 
of  the  Fi-ench  soldier  in  the  original,  is  miserably  disguised  on 
tlic  English  theati-e  :  they  have  carefully  pirserved,  and,  I  must 
say,  improved  his  drunkenness,  which  is  but  a  suborilinate  and 
acTiilental  trait  in  France,  and  they  have  suffered  his  gayety, 
his  Jierttf  his  carelessness  of  manner,  and  his  high  spirit,  totally 
to  evaporate.    Tlieiv  is  no  character  on  earth  moi'C  appropriate 
or  better  discriminated  than  that  of  a  French  Dragoon,  as  I  have 
myself  had  one  or  two  op]Kirtunittes  to  observe.    In  that  view, 
Montauciel  is  inimitablv  dniwn.    Skirmish,  the  Montauciel  of 
England,  is  nothing  but  a  drunkard  :  take  awsiy  his  bottle,  and 
you  tsike  his  existence.    Montauciel  can  maintain  himself  widi- 
out  it.    But,  I  believe  there  is  enough  of  criticism  for  the  present, 
and,  besides,  I  am  sleepy. 

«^/)n7  9.  Sulli\aii  called  on  me  this  morning,  witli  an  En- 
glish pajier  of  the  Slst  March,  (ten  days  ago.)  in  which  is  an 
ai-ticle  on  Ireland,  wherein  mention  is  made  of  Sir  Edward 
Bellew,  of  Bellewstown,  being  arivsted,  as  connected  with  the 
Defenders.  This  surprises  me,  for  he  is  a  confirmed  aristocrat, 
and  he  and  all  his  family  have  been  so  devoted  to  the  Govern- 
ment, as  even  to  have  tiie  meanness  of  op]X)sing  tlie  Catholics. 
Such  is  the  gratitude  of  the  Irish  Government!  But  this  piece  of 
news  is  accompanied  by  smother,  which  gives  me  the  most  sin- 
cere anxiety  on  every  iK)ssible  account,  public  or  private :  it  is 
tjie  arrest  of  John  Keogh.  Poor  fellow,  this  is  no  plac4*  to  write 
his  panegyric.    I  have  not  got  such  a  sliock  this  long  time.   If 
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ikrC  lose  hiniy  I  know  not  where  to  look  for  a  man  to  supply  his 
place.  I  have  differed  from  him  at  one  time,  but  his  senices  to 
Ireland  have  been  eminent  indeed,  more  especially  to  tlie  Ca- 
tholics ;  and,  in  all  probability,  they  will  prove  his  ruin ;  for, 
fitmi  the  state  of  his  health,  confinement  in  tlie  unwholesome 
air  of  a  prison  will  be  to  him  death  as  certain  as  the  guillotine. 
1  am  inexpressibly  concerned  on  his  account  Tliat  infernal  Go- 
vcnunent  of  Ireland  !  It  is  of  a  long  time  they  have  been  on 
the  watch  for  his  destruction,  and  1  am  sure  they  will  stick  at 
no  means,  however  atrocious,  to  accomplish  their  ends.  I  can 
scarcely  promise  myself  ever  to  see  him  again,  and  I  can  sin- 
cerely say  that  one  of  the  greatest  pleasures  which  I  anticipated 
in  case  of  our  success,  was  tlie  society  of  Mt  Jerom,  where  I 
liave  spent  many  happy  days,  and  some  of  them  serviceable  to 
die  country.  It  was  there  tliat  he  and  I  used  to  frame  our  pa- 
pers and  manifestoes.  It  was  there  we  drew  up  the  Petition  and 
Vindication  of  tlie  Catliolirs,  which  produced  such  powerful  ef- 
fects both  in  England  and  Ireland.  I  very  much  fear  we  shall . 
never  labw  togetlier  again  for  tlie  good  of  our  native  country. 
I  am  sore  he  has  been  too  wise  and  too  cautious  to  put  himself 
IB  their  power;  but  what  wisdom  or  caution  is  pvoo{  against 
forged  and  suborned  testimony,  which  I  know  tliey  will  never 
stick  at  procuring;  and  in  tlie  state  affairs  are  now  in  Ireland, 
my  evidence  will  be  received.  Well,  a  day  will  come  for  all 
this*  If  we  cannot  pi-event  his  fall,  at  least  I  hope  wc  shall  be 
able  to  revenge  it ;  and  I,  for  one,  if  it  be  in  twenty  years 
fimn  tbiBfframue  iiot  to  forget  it.  My  heart  is  hardening  hourly, 
and  I  satisfy  myself  now  at  once  on  points  which  would  stag- 
ger BM  twelve  months  ago.  Tlie  Irish  aristocracy  are  putting 
themadvcs  in  a  state  of  nature  with  tlie  people,  and  let  them 
itbb  the  consequences.  They  show  no  mercy,  and  they  deserve 
If  ever  I  have  the  power,  I  will  most  heartily  concur  in 

a  dreadful  example*  I  am  to  meet  Madgctt  on  tliis 
ts-day ;  bu^  see  the  consequences  of  delay.    We  have 
abvadljr  baty  perhaps,  the  two  most  useful  men  in  Ireland  in  their 
departments,  Sweetmaii  and  Keogh.    Unhappy  is 

die  nation  whose  destiny  depends  on  tlie  will  of 
TUs  blow  has  deranged  my  system  terribly.     The 

kere  insist  on  sending  somebody  to  Ireland.  Reogh 

principal  person  whom  he  ought  to  see:  he  is  con- 
YoK.  IL— IS 
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fined  in  a  prison.  I  observe,  in  (he  same  paper,  that  serend 
other  persons  have  been  obliged  to  abscond  to  avoid  imprison- 
sonment  I  have  no  doubt  but  tlie  most  active  and  useful  of  my 
friends  are  of  the  number.  Tliis  is  a  gloomy  day.  What  if  this 
indiscriminate  persecution  were  to  provoke  a  general  rising,  as 
in  1641.  The  tiling  is  not  impossible.  Oh!  France!  France! 
what  do  you  not  desciTe  to  suffer,  if  you  permit  this  crisis  to 
escape  you !  Poor  Ii-eland!  Well,  it  does  not  signify  whining 
or  croaking,  and.  I  am  sworn  never  to  despair;  but  (he  slow- 
ness of  the  people  here,  if  they  really  have  tiie  means  to  act,  is 
beyond  all  human  suffering :  if  tliey  have  not,  we  must  submit; 
but  it  is  diTadfuI  to  tliink  of.  Dined  to  day  in  the  Champs  Ely- 
sees,  witli  Madgett  and  a  person  of  the  name  of  Aheme,  a  phy- 
sician, who  is  to  be  sent  to  Ireland.  Explained  to  him  my  sen- 
timents as  to  the  conduct  he  should  adopt  tliere,  and  particulariy 
cautioned  him  against  writing  a  syllable,  or  carrying  a  single 
scrape  of  a  pen  with  him ;  pointed  out  to  him  tlie  persons  whom 
he  is  to  see  and  speak  to,  at  the  same  time  tliat  I  fear  many  of 
the  most  useful  are  now  eitlier  in  prison  or  concealing  them- 
selves. Tliis  comes  of  delays,  but  tliat  is  no  fault  of  mine.  I 
like  Ahcme  veiy  well ;  he  seems  a  cool  man  with  good  republi- 
can sentiments.  He  has  been  ali*eady  employed  in  Scotland- 
Apropos;  of  Scotland:  There  is  some  scheme  going  on  there, 
as  I  collected  from  hints  which  dropped  from  him  and  Madgett, 
hut  what  it  is  I  know  not,  nor  did  I  inquire.  My  opinion  is,  that 
nothing  will  ever  be  done  tliere,  unless  we  first  begin  in  Ireland. 
If  we  succeed,  John  Bull  will  have  rather  a  troublesome  neigh- 
bor of  us.  We  shall  be  witliin  eighteen  miles  of  him.  Aherm  is 
to  call  on  me  to-morrow  momuig,  in  order  to  talk  over  the  bu- 
siness of  his  mission  at  lengtli,  and  I  am  to  give  him  some  ne- 
morandums,  which  I  will  advise  him  to  commit  to  memory,  and 
tlicn  bum  (liem,  by  all  means.  I  should  have  observed  in  iM 
place,  (lia(  I  went  at  12  o*clockto  Clarke,  and  brought  him  flie 
ne\^*8paper  containing  the  account  of  Reogh's  arrest^  with  a 
translation  of  the  article  in  French  for  Camot^  which  I  got  Sul- 
livan to  make.  Clarke  was  just  going  off  to  (he  Directoiryy  so 
I  had  hardly  time  to  speak  a  word  to  him.  I  wished  to  speak 
to  Camot  myself,  and  I  could  see  Clarke  was  not  at  all  deaboaa 
(hat  I  should  have  an  oj^rtunity.  Damn  snch  pttiftil,  Jeakw 
vanity!  Eveiy  man  hm must  do  eveiy  tiling  himself.    Ihs?e 
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tmntirUij  sentiment  in  pvci-y  oiif  of  Uu-m,  except 

First  the  Minister  isdisobligal  bwause  1  go  to  Cti-not ; 

•n  Madgi-tt  would  b«>  tnitfei).   if  lie  ilitred,  because  I  gn  to 

[arbe:  and  onwClariin  truly  nanta  to  tbrustlumseir between 

Me  and  lii»  prinripul.    PleaM:  G<mI,  he  shall  not.  tlwugh!    If  I 

want  to  ane  Camnt.  I  will  !ice  him,  or  I  will  be  rcfnseil.    I  am 

to  call  nn  Clarkr  again  In-morrow  nt  ono.    I  think  I  will  then, 

itli  all  iXMsiblr  dercrencc  and  politfncss.   give  him  to  under- 

my  npinion  on  lliix  jinint.  which,  as  Lliey  manage  it.  i3 

exr»wRi\ely  {irovokiiig,  csiteciiilly  at  a  iwriod  when  every 

n  prrcious,  and  my  anxiety  in  so  great.    Madgctt  tcllR 

the  Mininter  hat  been  su{ierHede(l  in  tliis  businentt  these  fitWn 

lys,  and  tbat  it  ittts  faef^n  gl^eii  eiitii-ely  into  the  hand.i  of  Car- 

am  moNt  bearUly  glad  of  that,  because  he  is  girpji  to 

arpmixingn  little,  fic  is  the  man  I  want:  and  I  bopctlie  mea- 

Mi*  being  gi>eii  to  his  manngoinent.  Ls  paKly,  at  leaf<t.  if  not 

itiivir,  owing  to  my  going  directly  to  himself,  and  to  the  dia- 

we  luid  liigriher,  malgri  my  execrable  jargon,  which  ia 

ithrr  Frcnrh  nor  Kngliiih.    If  tlint  be  so,  as  1  \m\\«  it  Is,  I 

laay  say  that,  in  this  instance,  1  liave  deserved  well  of  my  coun. 

try.    I  Iiope  1  hLbII  descn  e  better  yet.    JN'oiis  Torons. 

Jtpril  10.    Ahemo  railed  on  me  tiiiH  morning,  and  I  ga%'e 

Im  a  lint  of  the  persons  he  is  to  see,  viz.  Gog,  Magng,  1'.  P., 

TVrting,  R.  ii— ,  and  S.  Nciison,  Oliver  Bond,  J.  J.  M*Ne- 

wlth  ■  qurre  as  to  J.  P.  and  T.  A.  Emmet  I  also  gave  htm 

iH-  trifling  aiienlotes,  kn<m^  only  to  ourselves,  which  will 

lifify  them  tlint  lie  has  ^i*xn  and  converged  with  mc    When 

liad  done  I  went  to  Clarke^  who  watt  for  the  first  timei  denied 

mo:  bowevt-r.  I  caught  liim  coming  out  of  his  bureau.    lie 

■d.  and  piiibably  was,  in  a  great  \aary.    lie  said  he  had 

til  the  rtcwspapera  to  Camot  wtm  was  very  son^  tlw  gen- 

waa  arreKlrd;  but  what  rould  he  do  >    1  looked  at  bim 

ramcirtly,  and  repeated,   "What  could  be  do*"    I  then 

■T-!  n-  my  shoalders.   and  repeated  twice   in  French, 

I  ir."  "No, "n'plied Clarke,  "youmiistnotlook 

.'— yo«i  muiri  not  Infer  any  thing  from  thence." 

-n  ».ilK'<li>atitwardsthe  Director*',  where  he  was  going: 

uraspd  him.  if  tlie  husinms  WTfv  at  all  attl^nlpled,  on  the 

ity  of  not  losing  a  moment    Be  tntemiptrd  me.  by  aak- 

mf,  "Uow  do  jou  know  that  yea  are  loaing  an 
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replied,  that  was  enough ;  and  so  we  parted.  I  am  to  see  him 
again  in  a  few  days.  From  all  this  I  infer,  for  I  ask  him  mi 
questions,  that  preparations  are  actually  going  forward  some- 
wliere,  and,  indeed,  I  have  it  indirectly  from  otlicr  quarters, 
which  I  am  heartily  sorry  for ;  not  that  the  business  is  going  on^ 
but  that  they  talk  so  much  of  it  I  wish  tliey  would  be  as  re- 
served to  others  as  Clarke  is  to  me.  But  what  do  I  care  for  his 
reserve:  let  them  once  do  the  business,  and  treat  me  as  tliey  like. 

Jtpril  11.  Sullivan  called  on  me  tliis  morning,  for  it  is  he 
that  brings  my  secondary  intelligence,  to  tell  me  tiiat  D'Alba- 
rade^  the  late  Minister  of  tlie  Mai*inc,  is  to  command  in  the 
naval  department  of  our  expedition,  and  that  a  confidential  per- 
son told  him  yesterday  that  he  might  look  for  good  news  soon 
for  his  country,  for  that  there  was  something  at  that  moment 
doing  for  her  in  Holland,  by  which  I  presume  tliat  it  is  there 
tiieir  preparations  are  making.  I  am  glad  of  that  I  mentioned 
Holland  myself  to  Camot,  Clarke,  and  the  Minister.  By-Hie- 
by,  the  Minister  is  on  tlie  eve  of  being  turned  out,  hut  as  the 
business  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Camot  himself,  I  am  in  hqies 
that  will  make  no  dilTerence  as  to  us.  I  do  not  glory  at  all  in 
the  present  aspect  of  tilings. 

^ril  13.  Blank  !  How  my  life  stagnates  just  now— -Well 
^^UisbtUinvain.^* 

Jpril  1 3.  Aheme  called  on  me  this  morning,  to  tell  me  that 
yesterday  he  was  to  see  Clarke,  to  whom  he  was  introduced  by 
Tsabeau,  one  of  the  chefs  de  bareauj  under  the  Minister  of  For- 
eign Afiairs.  He  seems  egregiously  disgusted  with  both  of  tlMHiy 
and  especially  with  Clarke,  who  I  find  has  been  talking  sad  ahiK 
They  did  not  conclude  any  thing,  but  he  collected  from  theiBf 
that  tlie  idea  was,  that  he  should  go  to  Ireland,  and  one  or  two 
persons  come  fh>m  that  country  to  insense  the  French  Gtamni* 
ment,  on  the  state  of  affairs.  Aheme  mentioned  the  Iosb  of  tfaM 
this  would  produce^  and  also  that  I  was  on  the  spot,  ready  and 
competent  to  give  them  every  information.  Clarke  repliady  af* 
ter  speaking  handsomely  of  my  abilities,  that  I  had  now  beoi 
several  months  out  of  the  country,  and  things  might  have  **fc*»|p* 
since  my  departure ;  he  also  observed,  that  I  seemed  so  eannit 
in  tlie  bunness,  that  my  zeal  might  probably  make  me  heii^tMl 
the  picture  a  little,  without  any  intention  of  deceiving  IhtV^rndk 
Government  To  which  Aheme  refdied,  that  all  I  had 
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d  by  tiic  recent  accounts  in  the  paiiei-s,  relative  to 

C larkci  huwc^er.  did  not  seem  satisfied,  and  hi>  tlie 

r  rvMrd.    Am  tu  T^abeaii,  who  known  not  one  >ij  lla))lc  with 

rtl  to  il*r  situation  of  livland,  lie  ban  thrust  himself  intn  the 

s  tu  fninc  the  instructions  of  Ahei-ne.  How  he 

3  roalrivc  to  adapt  Iheni  to  a  Nulijcctt  of  which  he  is  totally 

nl,  iit  more  than   1  can  jiossitil]'  ronrrive.    Tins  is  must 

'  pnivoking.  U<-re  is  the  liberty  of  Ireland,  shulHed 

ward  hrtween  twoFrejich  Conimts.  one  of  which,  in 

R  {irrjudtres  and  Uie  other  a)i.sulnt«lj'  ignorant  What  ta 

mi  As  tu  m«-.  bow  shall  I  satisfy  Clarke,  tliat  1  am  nut  the 

le  of  hi;  ow  a  i-nlliusiasin  in  the  canse,  tiupjmsing  he  is  gracious 

h  ta  giic  nw  nvdit  for  being  .sincere^    The  iuoit  eai-nest- 

D  convince  him,  the  more  enthusia-sm  I  irmtiifcst; 

1  an  anfortniiatc  circle, — By-tlie-hy,  Clarke  ia 

Mrnt  to  rfgiilatc  Uiis  afTuii-,  as  I  am  to  bu  made 

4  Chnnrvllor  of  England,  and  for  my  fitness  fur  this  station, 

]M<al  to  all  V  hu  e^  er  knew  inc.  in  the  cajiactty  of  a  lawyer. 

kWr^nnt  forgot  Iiih  nonsense,  about  gaining  over  some  of  the 

KJ  to  our  side,  to  liegtn  witli ;  such  bx  Lord  Ur* 

mpk;  neither  have  I  forgot  his  asking  me,  might 

:  flumetliing  of  Fitzgibbon  ?    Good  Cirod,  is  it  not 

ngtt  ^n  wt  Mtf.  mad,  tn  be  obliged  to  listen  luid  keep  my  tem- 

r  my  countenance,  at  hucIi  execrable  trash  ?  And 

tttlieLtrof  In-lnnd  is  in  a  certwn  degree  inthi.><  mnn'it  hands. 

■ell.  vceU.  wnUtbrd,  I  again  repeat  it,  is  this  nation  whose  iii> 

frjidrncv  lumga  on  the  w  ill  of  another.    Clarke  Iihm  also  iwrae 

iihlA,   as  Ut  my  rrport  on  the  influenre  of  die  Irish  prients, 

li  be  dmuita  );»nd  deal :  and  tliis  is  founded  on  hisownob- 

,  in  a  viidllkC  paid  to  Ireland,  in  tlicyear  KS9.   That 

■ov,  a  Frenchnian,  nho  Jitst  pit-pn  into  the  country  for  an 

,  scvrti  yeant  ago,  and  tiien  in  tlie  beat  of  the  i-cvolution, 

I  op  hi*  »iitiiion  against  mine,  who  have  been  on  the  spot, 

d  attentively  studied  nod  been  confidentially  employed, 

ri  ta  wbom  notliing  trlatiri);  to  Catludic  afiUirs  could  poast. 

■  he  ■  secrrt.   That  in  rraAouablc  and  modest  In  my  friend 

■kc  He  likew  iae  eatei-hisrd  Aheme,  as  U»  the  rhaitre  of  o«r 

ring  monarchy  as  to  oiir  form  of  liovemment.  in  case  nf  a 

sful  revolution ;  athling  that,  in  thai  case,  we  wtuld,  of 

brw.  ronwit  the   French  tiovcnuncn' in  nnr  choice.   Thia  » 
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selling  the  bear's  skin,  with  a  vengeance.  I  wonder  does  he 
riously  think,  that  if  we  succeeded,  we  would  come  post  to  Fa* 
ris  to  consult  him.  General  Clarke,  a  handsome  smooth-faced 
young  man,  as  to  what  we  should  do.  I  can  assure  him  we  would 
not.  When  he  spoke  to  me  on  this  head,  he  was  more  reasona- 
ble, for  he  said  it  was  indifTei-ent  to  tlio  French  RqwUic,  what 
form  of  Government  we  adopted,  provided  we  secured  our  inde- 
pendence. It  seems  now  he  is  more  sanguine ;  but  I,  for  one, 
will  ne^fr  be  accessory  to  subjecting  my  country  to  the  control 
of  France,  merely  to  get  rid  of  that  of  England.  We  are  abb 
enough  to  take  care  of  ourselves,  if  we  wero  once  afloat,  or  if  we 
are  not,  we  deserve  to  sink.  So  much  for  Clarke.  As  to  his 
amfrtrc^  tlie  otlier  commu,  Ysabeau,  who  has  got  into  tiiis  bnai- 
ness,  God  knot's  how,  for  I  do  not,  it  is  still  more  provoking. 
Aheme  tells  me  he  is  a  blockhead,  but  if  lie  had  ever  such  ta« 
lents,  how  the  devil  can  he  give  instructions  on  a  subject,  of 
which  he  is  utterly  ign(Nrant  I  suppose  he  will  hardly  be  inspired 
on  the  occasion.  Well,  poor  Ireland,  poor  Ireland,  here  yoaan^ 
at  the  merry  of  ti^'o  clerks,  utterly  incapable,  supposing  them 
honest ;  if  they  be  not,  and  who  knows,  it  is  still  worse.  Ahemo 
is  gone  to  Ysabeau,  to  whom,  by-thc-by,  Madgett  gave  in  a 
draft  of  instructions,  which  he  ne\'er  sliowedme,  I  knew  not  why, 
and  which  Ysabeau  never  condesended  to  read.  I  will  slop  to 
see  what  this  conversation  will  produce.  ****** 

Fsabeau  is  turned  out !  A  pretty  time  tliey  choose  to  intrmt 
him  with  the  secret  Is  not  tiiis  folly  incredible?  Aheme  saw 
the  Minister  himself,  and  spoke  his  opinion  without  reserve  of 
Clarke,  whom  he  tliinks  not  honest  I  do  not  know ;  I  remwa* 
her  he  told  me  in  our  first  conversation,  he  was  related  to  Lord 
Caliir.  and  the  Butler  family  in  Ireland.  Lord  Cahir  is 
ried  to  Fitzgibbon's  niece.  Will  tiiis  explain  his  anxiety 
the  aristocracy,  and  his  wish  t9  hook  in  Lord  Ormond,  the 
of  the  Butlers,  and  tlie  monstrous  extravagance  of  his 
about  Fitzgibbon?  It  has  a  very  odd  appearance.  If  he 
turn  out  a  scoundrel,  I  will  see  what  is  fit  forme  to  diH  aad  tf  U 
is  necessary  to  punish  him  personally,  I  will  do  it;  fori  bq||f 
to  dislike  him  mortally.  It  semns  he  told  Aheme,  tiiat  he 
apprize  the  people  in  Ireland  to  be  on  the  look-out  for 
tance  in  September,  or  it  might  be  November  nex^  in  sis  or 
m<mfli8;  andfliia  he  qualified^  by  saying,  <'anleM 
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should  happen  in  the  course  of  the  campaign  to  prevent  it;"  a 
prett}'  general  exception.  When  Abeme  told  tiiis  to  the  Minister, 
he  seemed  astonished,  for  the  fact  is,  he  is  utterly  unacquainted 
wifli  the  business.  He,  therefore,  got  rid  of  it,  by  giving  Alieme 
a  few  queries  in  writing  on  the  subject  of  Ireland,  tlie  answers 
to  which,  are  already  in  my  memorial ;  but  it  was  merely  to  gain 
time,  and  said  he  would  see  Clarke  himself,  and  let  Aheme  know 
the  result,  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock,  and  then  give  him  his  final 
instructions.   Altogether  things  cannot  look  worse.   If  Clarke 
be  not  honest,  we  are  blown  up.  I  have  determined  as  to  what  I 
will  do  myself;  I  will  firstleam  tlie  I'esult  of  the  Minister's  con- 
versation witti  AheiTic  to-morrow,  and  what  Clarke  has  said  to 
him ;  I  will  tlien  go  to  Clarke  myself,  and  have  an  explanation 
with  biro,  and  I  will  insist  upon  being,  in  a  certain  degree,  inform- 
ed of  what  is  going  forwai*d,  which  hitherto  I  have  not  done ;  in 
short  I  will  endeavor  to  bring  him  to  something  definite.   If  I 
find  that  impossible,  I  will  write  to  Camot  my  opinion  fully,  as 
well  of  tlie  mode  of  doing   business  here   in  general,  as  of 
Clarke's  conduct,  in  particular,  without  tlie  least  reserve,  and  the 
grounds  on  which  I  found  tliat  opinion.   I  will  likewise  demand, 
that  all  my  future  communications  be  directly  with  himself,  and 
that  I  shall  look  on  the  rejection  of  this  request,  as  a  symptom 
that  the  measure  is  abandoned.  And  if  General  Clarke  is  offend- 
ed at  all  this,  let  him  take  his  remedy.  I  suspect  most  violently 
that  he  is  secretly  counteracting  the  business,  to  save  his  noble 
connections  in  Ireland ;  and  if  so,  I  should  be  heartily  glad  to  have 
an  oppcn-tunity  to  punish  him  personally.  After  all,  it  is  possible 
faemay  be  innocent,  and  I  will  not  proceed  but  upon  good  grounds, 
M  will  satisfy  my  conscience.  Aheme  is  achami  against 
and  so  is  Sullivan ;  I  am  much  cooler  than  either  of  them. 
will  denounce  him  again  to  the  Minister,  especially  for 
kanid,  as  to  our  consulting  France,  relative  to  the  choice 
which  is  to  be  sure,  most  unaccountable  in  Clarke. 
vill  act  Prieur  and  Laignelot  on  his  back.   For  my 
nobody,  and  of  course  I  have  not  the  power,  if  I  had 
AmM  l»iHlrigiie  against  him,  which  I  disdain  to  do.   If  I  find 
MhljljVtefe  satisfactory  reasons  to  suspect  him  to  be  atraitor 

I  will  denounce  him  at  once  to  Camot,  and  let  him 

Aheme  and  Sullivan,  who  know  thepar^ 

1 1  div  VB  satisfied  lie  is  betraying  us.    For  my  part, 
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Appraranres  strongagaiiist  liim. 
*Mr   u-«ac?  ttmL  aiid  if  I  am  ciiire  d(Ti<le<l,  I  will 
M  %;^i&^   >  "^^ciu    Ll'*:  iis  SCO  what  tiie  next  tliire  or  four 
^•«    %^    *r*««tii.*-.   imi  in  the  mean  time  do  nothing  rashly. 
Jairit  1.   v^:«-^  ^  %.ai  Matlgott  and  Sullivan.   Choice  Cham- 
^^^> — ^«  uui  up^y*  pBirtly  ^  ith  imge  and  vexation,  at  the  pros- 
%^     «.?•/!'-  IR-.    bui^e  I  risqued  my  life,  mined  my  prospt^^ts. 
ci :  a*   amLi>  uni  ieserted  my  countr}*,  to  be  baffled  hy  a  scoun- 
Lf  itf  pn>ve  one,  wck*  be  to  him ! 
^   K^aikt'ast  with  Aherne  and  Sullivan.    Thrv  still 
OKH'  naiuon  as  to  Clarke,  f  will  wait  for  further  evidence* 
>  It  <v  the  Minister  to-day,  and  that  will  be  one  step 
»*ai?i!»^  iruioiistration.    Agreed  to  dine  together.    Dinner — 
-Mild  mtt  see  the  Minister  :  so  nothing  is  done^ 
•4  .3.  Went  with  Aherne  to  the  MinisUT.  and  met  a  most 
j;rmHMi>  revTption.    He  had  seen  Clarke,  io  whom  the  military 
jm£*  H  liw  business  hud  been  intiMisted,  anil  who  assured  hira 
:icrparatiuns  weiv  actually  making  in  the  intenor  of  Hol- 
Wiih  regaitl  to  Aherne,  he  said  his  instinictions  would 
W  TViftd}  ill  tluve  or  four  days.    Then  we  slndl  see  something 
^^^-  matter.    1  mentioned  to  him  the  arivstation  of  Reogh, 
Aiml  'Jk*  embarr.issnuMit  it  must  ]>nM]uce  in  our  affaii-s.    He  ob- 
<r%«tL  it  >i^ould  only  inflame  the  iMM>ple*s  minds  the  more  I 
jife^^entl,  as  to  them,  they  \\ei*e  sutliciently  inflamed  ali-eady; 
M  dK'  cmbarntssnient  which  I  saw  was  in  the  imprisonment  of 
%Ui  iiml  othei*s,  imLsnmch  as  they  could  be  of  such  scnire  in 
jwiiiiu^  a  piMvisional  governnu'nt.  1  obsi*rved  .likewise,  and  beg- 
mJ  Kim  to  remember,  that  the  \  cry  men  1  had  jMiinted  out  as  my 
«^iids.  and  as  the  pi-oiier  persons  to  s{Mnik  to  in  Ireland,  wort 
^  \er}'  i^ersons  now  impriscmed  and  |)ersecutedby  tlie 
^li^rnmient.  I  also  took  the  opportunity  to  ajiologizc  for  not  i 
m;  Van  oftener ;  that  I  knew  the  viilue  of  his  time  too  well  to 
it  up  in  visits  of  ceremony,  and  wc  ])arted  tlie  best  friendi 
world  :  lie  assurine  mc  that  in  everv  nart  of  tlie  busii 
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and  desired  I  would  write  a  paper  fit  to  be  distributed,  in  case 
of  a  lamling  on  that  scheme  being  effected.  I  told  him  I  could 
not  do  it :  that  I  did  not  know  the  grievances  of  England,  and 
could  not  write  in  tlie  character  of  a  Frenchman.  He  said  he 
was  sure  I  could  if  I  would  try.  So  to  get  rid  of  tlie  business, 
I  said  I  would  make  tlie  attempt,  but  won*t  He  is  plaguy  fond 
of  Chouanneric. 
.April  19.  Blank! 

April  20.  This  being  the  1st  Floreal,  I  left  the  hotel  desEtran- 
gersy  where  I  have  been  fleeced  like  ten  thousand  devils,  and 
removed  to  tlie  house  where  Aheme  lodges,  where  I  hope  f  shall 
live  cheaper  and  more  comfortable.  Went  with  Aheme,  at  one 
o'clock,  to  the  Minister's,  in  order  to  see  after  his  instructioas. 
At  last  there  is  a  prospect  of  sometliing  like  business.  The 
Minister  read  the  di*aft  of  the  instructions,  in  which  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  trash  mixed  with  some  good  sense.  Only  think  of 
one  of  tlie  articles,  wherein  they  say  tliat  if  Ireland  continues 
devoted  to  tlie  house  of  Stuart,  one  of  that  family  can  be  found 
who  will  be  agreeable  to  all  parties  !  Who  the  devil  is  this  Pre- 
tender in  petto  ?  It  is  all  one  to  us,  however,  for  we  will  have 
nothing  to  do  with  lum.  I  made  one  or  two  observations  on  the 
inBtructions,  to  the  Minister;  he  acted  very  fiiirly,  for  he  gave 
tbem  to  me,  and  desired  me  to  make  what  observations  struck 
me ;  and  as  to  Aheme,  he  said  that  he  must  only  be  guided  by 
fsoA  of  them  as  might  apply  to  the  state  of  things  he  found 
there,  and  disregard  those  that  did  not ;  all  which  b  candid. 
I  see  the  instructions  are  written  by  Clarke,  fcnr  I  find  in  them 
Us  trash  about  monarchy,  tlic  noblesse^  and  clergy.  There  is 
lliiB^  Iwwever,  which  reconciles  me  to  all  this  absurdity, 
lliat  the  French  Government  promise  us  10,000  men 
tfVOOO  stand  of  arms ;  with  that  force  I  have  not  the  sha- 
if  doabt  of  our  success.  It  is  to  be  escorted  by  nine  sail  of 
(Dutch  I  believe,)  and  three  frigates,  and  will  be  ready 
Middle  or  towards  the  end  of  May,  which  is  not  more 
WMks  off.  If  tins  be  so— but  let  me  not  be  sanguine. 
Mndgett  to  communicate  this  good  news,  and  fixed  to 
V  Aheme,  he,  and  I,  in  the  Champs  Elysees.  Dined 
;  drank  rather  enough.  Walked  out  and  saw  the 
dancing  in  groupes,  under  the  trees,  with  thdr 
Judge  in  the  humor  I  was  in,  with  near 
Yoi.  IL — 13 
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two  bottles  of  Burgundy  in  my  head«  wliether  I  did  not  eiyoy 
the  spectacle.  How  often  did  f  wish  for  my  dearest  love.  Re- 
turned to  the  Restaurateur,  and  indeed  drank  off  another  bottle, 
which  made  three,  and  returned  home  in  a  state  of  considerable 
elevation,  liaving  scveml  delightful  visions  before  my  eyes. 
Well,  *•  Hint  does  Wintders,  does  wonders  evertfdayJ^*  Bed,  slept 
like  a  top. 

•ipril  Zl.  Walked  about  Paris,  divei*ting  myself  innocently. 
^^I*gin  iobe  a  weary  of  the  fi^im."  I  wish  I  could  see  once 
more  tlie  green  sod  of  Iirland ;  yet  Paris  is  delightful ;  but 
then  «Miome  is  home.*'  Well,  who  knows  ?  I  may  be  there  yet 

Jpril  22.  Copied  Aheme*s  instructioits,  and  wrote  my  obser- 
vations, which  arc  ver^'  short  I  barely  mention  what  is  neces- 
sary', and  for  the  rest  I  say  all  is  vei^  right ;  and  that  when  he 
arrives  in  Ireland,  1  have  no  doubt  but  tlie  people  there  will 
execute  every  part  of  them  which  circumstances  will  admit 
Gave  tiiem  to  Madgett  to  translate.  Went  to  Clarke  to  iqn 
prize  him  of  my  having  changed  my  lo<]gings :  asked  him  had 
he  any  news  for  me.  He  answeivd  not  I  replied  that  hitiierts 
he  had  not  found  me  veiy  pi'essing  for  information ;  but  that 
nevertheless,  I  expected  tliat  when  tiie  time  came,  I  should  be 
properly  apprized  of  every  tiling.  He  replieil,  <•  Certainly.** 
I  also  said,  that  as  to  my  own  affairs,  which  I  had  scarody 
mentioned,  I  hoped  and  exixxted  tliat  the  i-e^iuest  which  I  had 
suggested  once  already  to  him,  of  being  employed  in  the  expedi- 
tion, as  an  oiBcer  in  tlie  French  service,  would  not  be  reAiBed. 
He  answered  that  I  might  depend  uiwn  that  I  then  mention- 
ed the  old  subject  of  tlie  necessity  or  losing  no  time.  To  whidi 
he  replied,  with  an  air  of  great  significance,  tliat  if  the  aflkir 
was  undertaken,  it  would  be  witliin  two  years  at  any  rate.  He 
is  a  puppy«  that  is  the  truth  of  it  Tlus  good  humored  iro^y,  I 
dare  say  he  thought  extremely  diplomatic,  but  I  can  assore  hia 
he  acts  the  statesman  very  poorly.  Ho  is  much  fitter  to  figue 
away  at  Ranelagh  tlian  in  a  bureau  diplomatique,  for  lie  is  a 
handsome  lad.  I  then  mentioned  Pichcgru  to  him,  dbserviag 
that  any  old  woman  would  make  an  Ambassador  fiur  Swedoa^ 
where  they  are  sending  him.  whereas,  our  expedition  required 
a  man  of  great  talents  and  military  reputation.  He  rqdiedf  he 
was  sure  Pichcgru  would  not  undertake  it  I  said  I  was  not  ae 
soreof  that;  that  if  glory  was  an  object  with  him,  asdonUlMi 
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it  was,  the  ilMmcnibprment  of  the  empire  of  England ;  the  de- 
struction of  her  power ;  anil  the  establishment  of  a  new  Repub- 
lic in  Europeof  4,500,000  people,  were  not  ordinary  orcun-enceif. 
That  if  he  wax  a  man  to  be  influenced  by  interested  coiisidera- 
tinns.  there  wa.s  no  doubt  but,  in  rase  of  our  success,  he  wonltl 
be  rewarded  by  Ireland  to  tlie  utinoRt  extent  of  his  wishes,  as 
well  as  ever}-  person  who  was  instrumental  in  ellMuating  lier 
emancipation.  This  liint  I  threw  ont  for  the  citizen  Clarke 
bimwtf.  He  made  some  vague  indefinite  answer,  which  signified 
Dothing :  so  I  di-npt  ttie  subject,  and  shall  not  renew  it  witli 
him :  but  1  have  a  little  scJicmc  on  that  score  which  a  few  days 
may  develop.  He  then  attacked  me  about  Ids  proclamation  for 
Choaanniaing  England.  I  ivplied  tliat  I  liad  done  nothing  in  it, 
■nd  that  if  he  would  permit  me  to  give  my  opinion,  the  measure 
was  unwise  and  impracticable ;  that  tJie  peasantry  of  England 
were  not  at  all  in  a  situation  which  rendered  it  likely  they  would 
take  any  part  in  such  a  business,  for  several  reasons,  which  I 
enumerated;  that  perhaps  in  Scotland,  which,  however,  I  was 
not  Mure  of,  it  might  do,  but  in  England,  never.  He  prcssetl 
■c,  however,  to  write  the  manifesto.  I  replied  as  before,  that  I 
did  not  know  their  grie^'ances,  and  would  much  rather  write 
one  for  Ireland,  which  I  did  know.  He  desired  me  to  do  that 
•Iflo,  and  without  loss  of  time.  I  promised  him  I  would,  and  so 
ve  parted.  He  is  a  strange  fellow.  Does  he  know  that  the 
Miiuster  has  tidd  me  every  tiling  that  he  is  apprized  of^  relative 
to  the  business;  and,  if  so,  why  all  tliis  prodigious  reserve  on 
his  put  ?  I  mippoae  he  has  heard  that  secrecy  is  a  necessary 
qnalitr  in  a  great  statesman,  and  so  he  is  acUng  tliis  part,  to 
impress  rac  with  an  idea  of  his  diplomatic  talents.  He  is  very 
much  out.  I  can  toll  him.  Standing,  as  1  do  here,  I  confess  I  do  not 
me  the  poliry  of  concealing  the  measure  from  me,  more  espe- 
cially when  I  hear  it  directly  from  the  Minister,  and  indirectly, 
which  1  am  very  sorry  for,  from  a  dozen  diflbrent  quarters. 
Well,  let  him  go  to  the  dogs,  though  he  is  a  pretty  gentleman.  I 
beli«i-e  I  am,  at  least,  as  much  interested  in  die  success  t^  tite 
nowurr  as  he  is,  and  perhaps  a  little  more.  Confound  him,  I 
d*  not  like  him. 

Jprit  23.    Blank  !  These  blanks  arc  very  thick  sown  lat- 
'  *        my  joaraals,  but  Hurt  is  not  my  fault. 


^ 
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JSpril  24.  Called  on  Madgett  to  get  my  obsenratioi»  wliicii 
I  gave  him  to  translate.  He  tells  me  he  has  them  not  Hell  and  the 
devil !  Sure  he  has  not  lost  tliem.  It  would  be  a  pretty  paper 
to  set  afloat  just  now  in  Paris,  where  tliere  are,  for  aught  I 
know,  a  thousand  English  spies.  If  it  be  gone,  I  do  not  know 
what  may  be  the  consequence,  perhaps  tlie  blowing  up  of  die 
whole  ex))edition.  Left  Madgett  in  a  rage,  which  I  could  scarce 
conceal.  Evening — he  has  found  tlie  paiiers.  Mje  respire.  If 
he  had  lost  them  1  should  never  have  forgiven  him.  Get  SulU* 
van  to  translate  them.  To-morrow  we  go  to  the  Minister's.  The 
French  have  begun  the  campaign  by  a  splendid  victory  in 
Italy;  the  negotiations  between  ^Vickiiam  and Bai-thelemi  have 
produced  nothing  and  tlie  cry  is  now  **  Guerre  aiix  JngUn$*^ 
All  this  is  very  good.  Thentre  de  la  BipMiqiie^  Macbeth*  by 
Duds,  much  better  than  his  Othello.  Talma,  in  Macbeth,  a 
most  excellent  actor.  Lady  Macbctli  by  Mnie,  Yestris,  very 
goody  if  I  had  not  seen  Mrs.  Siddons,  befoi-e  whom  all  the  ac- 
tresses here  vanish.  A  good  ridiculous  farce,  supjiorted  en- 
tirely by  Dugazon,  who  repi*esents  five  different  characters* 
JSffairs  look  so  well  in  the  norths  that  it  is  impossible  to  displease 
me. 

dpril  25.  Went  ^lith  Ahemc  to  ilie  Minister*^  and  gave  him 
my  observations!  which  he  i-ead  and  liked  very  welL  He  struck 
out  in  consequence,  all  tlie  stuff  about  royalty,  &c.  and  re- 
turned the  instructions  to  Aheme,  in  order  to  his  copying  tiiemt 
but  kept  my  observations  to  show  them  to  Camot  He  teUs  Bie 
Aheme  will  be  despatched  in  a  few  days,  and  that  he  has  every 
reason  to  tliiid^  the  expedition  will  be  ready  by  the  latter  end  of 
May.  I  begin  to  speak  French  like  a  nabob.  I  aatoniahed  Am 
Minister  to-day,  with  the  volubility  of  my  dictimu  On  leaving 
De  la  Croix,  who,  by-the-by,  has  had  a  narrow  chance  of  \mlmg 
turned  out,  but  is  now,  I  fancy,  pretty  safe,  I  met  SuIUvai^ 
who  gave  me  an  English  paper,  with  the  quarters  of  the  anqr 
in  Ireland  for  this  year ;  I  was  very  glad  to  get  it  laeebntBtap 
regiments  of  dragoons,  and  two  of  troops  of  the  line,  the  real  aU 
ftndbles  or  militia ;  there  is  to  be  a  camp  of  about  9,500  bmI* 
the  murUi,  and  2*000  near  Dublin,  which  with  tiie  garriaoa  vQ 
make  about  6,500  men.  The  whole  force  is  aboat  dO»000  MBji^ 
as  I  guessed,  but  I  am  sure  not  above  S0,000  effective,  IkviV^ 
not  flie  least  doubt  of  success,  if  we  can  land  with  10^000 
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Apropos  of  the  French.   Two  days  after  the  victory  montioned 
in  ray  journal  of  yesterday,  called  tlie  affair  of  Montenotte,  tliey 
bad  a  second  action  at  Millesimo  with  the  Austrian  and  Sar- 
diiiian  armies,  whom  tliey  utterly  defeated,  taking  every  thing 
that  was  takeable,  including  one  Lieutenant  General,  and  God 
knows  how  many  officers,  colors,  cannon,  standanis  and  stores, 
together  with  8,500  men ;  a  pretty  moderate  victoiy,  being  tlie 
second  in  two  days.  I  give  up  discipline  for  ever,  after  this, 
provided,  always^  that  "we  can  raise  such  a  spirit  of  eiithusiasin, 
which  I  hope  and  believe  is  very  possible  among  tlie  Irish.  The 
French  Gfenei*al  is  Buoiiaimrte,  a  Coi*sican.   Two  Frencli  ge- 
nerals were  killed  at  tlie  head  of  tlieir  columns,  and  a  third  des- 
perately wounded,  leaping  with  seven  grenadiers  into  tlie  Aus- 
trian works,  but,  as  I  ha\e  often  told  P.  i\  <«  we  are  ceiiainly 
•<  t/ie  bravest  nation  in  Europe**-  I  cannot  iTcall  the  names  of 
many  English  generals  who  have  fallen  this  war,  withiny  or, 
indeed,  tvithaut^  the  enemy's  lines.   Thei*e  was  only  one  killed. 
Manse!,  and  he  was  an  Irishman.    This  piece  of  news  will 
wonderfully  regale  John  Bull,  especially  coming  close  on  the 
heels  of  a  second  loan  of  7,500,000/.  «.  which  he  has  cunningly 
borrowed  from  liimself,  in  order  to  put  down  French  princi- 
ples, and  prcser\'e  the  regular  governments  of  Europe.    Thf 
regular  govemment  of  Sardinia  (which  island  is  in  open  re- 
volt)  is  in  a  hopeful  way  after  tlie  lasi  battle.    The  Mheists  are 
now  within  fifteen  leagues  of  Turin,  and  only  one  strong  place 
in  their  way,  besides,  that  tliey  ci'eep  into  your  strong  places 
like  rats.  Ah!  John!  tliou'rt  a  deep  one.   I  declare  I  am  in  as 
pleasant  a  humor  as  a  man  could  wish  to  see  of  a  summer*8 
day.    One  thing  I  wish  to  remark  here,  because  it  may  be  of 
wmi  If  we  have  any  generals  killed,  le^iping  in  or  out  of 
iraidieB,  their  families  must  always  be  adopted  by  tlic  Repub- 
lic.  I  Imow  nothing,  judging  by  my  own  feelings,  so  likely  to 
make  mea  fight  with  enthusiasm,  as  the  consciousness  tliat 
their  wivea  and  children,  in  the  case  of  tlieir  iklling  in  the 
pibiic  flervice,  will  become  the  objects  of  national  gratitude. 
I  like  my  new  lodging  very  well,  and  especially  I  like  being 
rid  of  dint  infernal  extorting  mansion,  THotel  des  Etrangers, 
Sne  YiTienne.    The  villains  have  hardly  left  me  one  louis. 
Wdl  <<fu  M  in  wim'' 4r. 
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JSpril  26.  Wrote  a  sboii;  meiiiorjal  on  the  force  and  i&spo- 
sition  of  ihe  army  in  Ireland,  as  it  appears  in  the  English 
papers,  and  gave  it  to  Sullivan  to  translate.  I  think  it  is  very 
prettily  done,  which  is  not  the  case  with  all  my  productions.  I 
will  give  it  to  tlie  Minister  to-morrow.  Went  in  the  evening  to 
the  theatre :  Montansier,  Mile.  Ferlonagood  actress  and  prett>'. 

Jipril  27.  Sullivan  brought  me  my  memorial  admirably 
translated.  Went  at  one  one  oVlock  to  the  Minister's,  where 
I  met  Alienie.  The  Minister  tells  us  the  Directory  is  just 
now  occupied  by  very  important  business,  but  in  two  or  three 
days  will  be  disengaged,  and  then  Aheme  will  receive  his  final 
instructions  and  be  despatched :  he  also  told  me,  that  niatten 
were  so  arranged  and  combinations  made,  tiiat  in  a  montii 
every  tiling  would  be  ready.  All  this  is  excellent  but  I  am 
sworn  never  to  believe  it  till  I  see  it  What  make»  these  notes 
valuable,  (tliat  is  to  say  to  myself  and  to  my  dearest  life  and 
love)  is,  that  they  are  a  faithful  transcript  of  all  that  passes  in 
my  mind,  of  my  hopes  and  fears,  my  doubts  and  expectations, 
in  this  important  business.  The  Minister  also  said,  he  would 
instantly  have  a  copy  made  of  my  remarks,  and  have  them 
given  to  Camot,  by  which  I  see,  or  suppose,  at  least  that  flie 
business  is  entirely  in  his  hands,  of  which  I  am  sincerely  glad» 
for  be  is  the  man  I  have  all  along  wished  to  fix  my  claws  in. 
By-tlie-by,  I  must  see  tlie  aforesaid  organizer  shortly,  to  wit; 
in  three  or  four  days,  because  I  meditate  a  little  stroke  6[  poli- 
tics, (being  my  first ;)  let  us  see  how  it  ^lU  succeed  ?  I  intend 
artfully  to  insinuate  a  thing  or  two  to  him.  I  want  likewisey 
to  sound  him  about  Pichegru.  As  he  is  a  **  shallow  Pomoma^^ 
I  foresee  I  shall  over-reach  him.  This  day's  paper  (^vcs  an  ac- 
count of  a  third  victory  by  the  army  of  Italy.  It  seems  thqr 
were  too  confident  on  the  two  former  ones,  which  induced 
Beaulieu,  tlie  Austrian  general,  though  twice  beaten,  to  make 
the  attack  with  the  dite  of  his  army,  with  which  he  surpriied 
the  French  right  wing,  and  it  was  not  without  the  most  vigor- 
ous efforts  of  the  remainder  of  the  army,  that  he  was  at  bngfli 
repulsed,  which,  however,  he  was  effectually,  leaving  9,500 
men  in  prisoners  only.  The  French  loss  must  have  been  severe* 
In  the  throe  battles,  fiMir  generals  have  bllen,  and  tiiree  despe- 
rately wounded ;  very  like  the  British  generals  in  Flandora,  as 
I  have  already  remarked  with  great  wit  and  severity.    The 
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idea  of  attacking  the  French  after  being  twice  defeate<l9  does 
Bcauiieu's  talents  great  honor^  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  in- 
Tincible  valor  of  tlie  French  soldiery,  it  seems  very  likely  that 
lie  would  have  succeeded.  As  it  was,  it  was  a  work  of  great 
difficult  to  repulse  him,  tlie  battle  continuing  from  day  break  to 
three  in  the  altcmoon.  HVent  in  the  evening  to  the  Theatre  Fey- 
deaiu  These  ai'e  the  veterans  of  the  French  stage ;  the  Drury 
Lane  of  Paris.  Mole  is  an  excellent  actor ;  in  manner,  age^ 
voice,  figure,  and  talents,  he  puts  me  sti*ongly  in  mind  of  King. 
Mademoiselle  Contat  is  a  delicious  woman ;  she  is  the  Miss 
Farren  of  tlie  Rue  Feydeau,  and  in  all  respects  just  such  another 
actrcBS.  She  is  forty  years  of  age.  and  cei-tainly  does  not  appear 
to  be  above  twenty-five.  She  has  been  tlie  mistress  of  the  whole 
French  cidevant  nobility,  and  of  course  has  no  great  devotion  to 
the  Revolution,  yet  she  lives  now,  1  am  told,  with  Legendre  the 
Deputy,  who  was,  and  for  aught  I  know,  is,  a  butcher  in  Paris. 
I  confess  I  am  so  much  of  an  aristocrat,  tliat  I  do  not  glory  in 
that  circumstance.  It  is  a  scandalous  fact,  but  I  am  afraid  too 
trae,  that  many  deputies  have  availed  themselves  of  tlieir  situa- 
tion to  secure  the  possession  of  beautiful  women,  who  submit  to 
their  embraces  to  secure  their  protection.  If  so,  it  is  abominable, 
I  do  not  like  to  sec  tlie  Republic  pimp  for  Legendre.  But  jieo- 
ple  here  mind  those  things  much  less  than  I  do ;  for,  on  tliis  to- 
pic, I  have  perhaps  extravagant  notions  of  delicacy  and  refine- 
ment, and  their  mannci*s  here  are  horribly  dissolute,  by  all  I 
can  learn.  Well,  give  me  my  o>\ti  coimtry women,  after  all ; 
they  are  ti>e  materiel  to  make  wives  and  motliers.  If  I  wanted 
a  migtnsBf  I  would  go  to  Paris  or  London.  Protection !  Legen- 
dra*a  protection!  I  like  no  protection  but  tiie  protection  of  the 
Imr;  tiiat  protects  all.  I  find  I  am  growing  angry  on  tiiis  sub- 
jectf  10  I  will  quit  it  May  be  I  am  jealous  of  Legendre.  Oh 
i!  Oh  Lord!  Jealous  indeed.  Marry  come  up.  Well  I  am 
r,  80  I  will  go  to  bed,  and  Mademoiselle  Contat  may 
do  the  mmt  if  she  pleases. 

J^rUUf  £9.  Blank!  Blank!  Is  not  tliis  cruel;  but  what 
CM  I  iof  I  have  not  lost  one  minute  by  my  negligence  since  my 
ttlivnl  fai  Pttis ;  well,  that  is  some  comfort,  however.  Madgett 
ifliatpeace  is  as  g«iod  as  concluded  with  the  King  of  Sar- 
thait  these  late  victories  will  give  him  a  plausible  ex- 
CBttiDg  out  of  the  party  like  the  King  of  Spain.   He 
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tells  me  also  that  a  revolution  is  organized  in  Piedmont  and 
Sardinia,  so  tiiat  it  is  highly  proliable  the  poor  Ibn  de$  mar^ 
mattes  may  go  and  keep  company  with  the  Stadtholder ;  a  pretty 
dialogue  they  would  have  in  meeting!  Voltaire's  supper  of  the 
six  kings,  (was  it  six?)  seems  likely  to  be  realized.  But  it  Ls 
sad  iliat  I  must  be  writing  of  revolutioas  in  Piedmont  and  Sar- 
dinia, instead  of Well!  "'Tis  but  in  vain,'*  ^ 

Jpril  SO.  Called  on  Clarke  again ;  he  is  a  sad  puppy,  and 
I  am  fairly  tii-ed  of  him.  Our  dialogue  is  always  tiie  same. 
«*  Well,  General  Clarke,  I  have  called  to  know  if  you  have  any 
thing  to  tell  me."  <*Not  a  word."  •«  Well,  I  hope  when  tberi 
is  any  tiling  going  forward,  you  will  let  me  know."  Two  or 
three  words  of  common  place  discourse  follow,  and  so  I  take 
my  leave,  &s  ignorant  as  a  horse.  I  confess  I  cannot  fathom 
General  Clarke's  policy  in  keeping  me  so  totally  in  the  dark. 
Moreover,  to  day  he  was  not  over  civil,  for  he  spoke  to  me  fii 
pas$ant  in  the  porter's  anticbamber,  being  as  he  said  in  a  hurry. 
If  he  was  in  t^ice  as  great  a  hurry,  he  might  have  spoken  to 
me  in  his  cabinet.  I  will  not  forget  it  to  him,  that  I  can  tell 
him.  I  once  filled  a  station  as  honorable  as  his,  and  I  hope  yet 
perhaps  to  fill  one  far  above  it,  and  if  I  do,  I  must  not  give  my- 
self airs  like  General  Clarke.  The  puppy,  I  am  as  angry  aa 
the  devil.  One  tiling,  however,  I  will  do :  as  I  have  given 
him,  by  Caniot's  orders,  all  the  directions  in  my  power,  and  as 
he  will  tell  me  nothing  in  return,  but,  on  the  contrary,  eviden^y 
shows  a  disposition  to  avoid  me,  I  will  not  call  on  him  any  more ; 
I  will  very  gingerly  demand  an  audience  of  Camot  himself^  and 
see  what  tliat  will  produce.  Tliis  is  sad !  and  lam  a$  mdamekabf 
asagih  eat,  or  a  tugged  bear,  and  I  cannot  help  myaelt 

Mat,  1796. 

May  1.  Blank !  Thinking  of  my  intendew  witii  Camot; 
I  declare  I  am  literally  tired  of  my  life. 

Maji  8.  Went  to  the  Luxembourg;  saw  Rewbell  giving  an- 
diencein  his  costume;  wrote  a  note  desiring  to  see  Camo^aBA 
was  admitted ;  he  recollected  me  perfectly.  I  began  by  aajii^ 
fluently  enough,  that  in  pursuance  of  his  orders,  I  had  been  se- 
veral times  with  General  Clarke,  and  had  given  him  all  the  fal- 
fonnaliim  I  was  poascaoed  ol^  aa  well  verbally  aa  ^ 
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d  other  popcrs.   He  kuh)  Iif  knew  1  liwl.  I  thon  obi*ervcjl  that* 

isidcnn);  (Vrncral  C'liu-kc  as  in  an  official  situation,   I  liad 

■%uidrd  iimtKiiig  liJni  lu  f;)vo  me  any  infurniKtiun  in  rt-ttirn ; 

[jbut  tltat,  at  |ii-t>»cnt,  when  I  leiimeit  tlirvicti)'  from  tlie  Minister, 

Imnd  inilin-ctl  V  rrmn  manj-  otlirr  quai-tci-n.  tliat  prc|iarationa  were 

T  in  a  ronNitlcriitile  ilrgnrr  rtf  foruanlneMs  Tur  the  cxpiilitiun.  I 

I  Iid]mnI  wlirn  hr  conHiilrred  the  rffortfl  1  had  inaile,  tlic  riwiut-s  1 

luid  ran.  liic  dangct-s  I  had  cscnpiH]  in  endeavoring  to  lay  the 

I  uliUf  «r  In'luiid  ltv(>m-  Ihc  Fivnch  GoitTniiient,  m  hpII  as  the 

I  •itualioii  I  tioft  niu'c  Hit-  honnr  to  fill  in  iny  own  couiitr}',  Uiat 

Lke  wiMild  mit  cnnsidiT  mc  an  uni-raNonabl}-  importunate  in  k- 

f  qiMWting  him  to  p\v  ine  nucIi   inronuation  an  lie  might  ik-fin 

vptr,  as  to  Uir  statv  of  the  rxjicditloii,  au|)[M>.ting  it  were  to 

■latir  plwc.  llr  rriilinl,  m,v  rc()iie.st  wa^  not  at  all  univaHonablo, 

^ul  tint,  beforv  mra^ures  wen.-  nnall}'  deteiiniried  iijatn.  it  nould 

larr  tJiat  thi-  Frenrli  tiovcnitm-nt  Hlioutd  be  satislied 

9  to  thr  nrtiial  tttaU-  of  tilings  in  Irrland ;  and  Tor  that  purpose 

a  person  slmuld  be  itent  to  observe  every  thing,  and  make  his 

■ptirt  acconlingly ;  for.  if  the  jieoplf!  there  were  amicable  to 

r  Prmrh  R>-[iublk',  the  ntti-mpt  might  be  made,  but  if  nut, 

rwld  re<)uirr  a  cnnsiilf-rable  force  to  con(]iicr  tlie  countiy. 

i  was  a  fitaggrriiig  blow  to  me.  f>  And  mywlf  no  fai-ther 

Ixhanred  nl  (he  end  of  lliree  ninntliM,  than  1  waM  at  my  first  au- 

|dien<«.    However.  I  recollected  myself,  and  said,  that  uniloubt- 

wlly  ilie  Fr«M-h   Qn\  eniment  was  in  Uie  right  to  expc*-l  every 

'  prnxible  innmnatioii.  as  tn  tlie  actual  state  of  the  country  ;  but 

I  that  I  bcggral  leave  (o  observe  Uiat  tliere  were  few  imlitiduaU 

I  mitrt-  roin)N-t<-iii  friini  llieir  situation,  to  give  tliem  tliat  informa- 

f  tina,  ilian  mtNrlf.  much  more  so  than  any  stranger  tliey  might 

.  vihn  would  jiwl  slide  into  the  country  for  a  inument,  ami 

Lvrlurnr  if  he  were  lucky  enough  to  esraiie :  tlint.  n>i  to  all  I  had 

I  ulvanral.  I  hoped  hewoiihl  llnd  my  assertinns  confirmed  brtlie 

I'En^iidi  Gazelles :  tliat,  ncveitheh-xH,  if  be  iloublnl  my  iiiforni- 

^Btlun,  or  wp|iot«ed  thai,  aflViit-N  might  he  altered  since  ny  de- 

^rtuTT-  from  Ireland,  and  so  tbunght  it  necessary  to  tend  a  nun- 

hJuilial  ivrwin,  t  brggnd  hiui  to  remember  that  the  time  was 

rriTioiiK.  and  that  tlierr  was  not  one  moment  to  lose.    Ue  K»id 

le  imrierstMiil  that  I  rnuhl  mit  go  my!H;lf.    I  ansnercH  I  wastiio 

roll  knuMu  in  tlml  namrry  ta  he  Uiere  four  and  twenly  hours. 

Htbaul  bcinK  diuoovcred  and  setzet) :  that  consequently,  1  wa^ 

Vow  II — \4 
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the  most  nnfit  person  in  the  world «  and  I  took  that  opportunity 
to  mention  that  if  tlie  expedition  were  undertaken,  I  hoped  to 
be  permitted  to  bear  a  part  in  it8  execution.    He  replied,  that 
the  French  Government  would,  in  tliat  case,  certainly  avul 
thenLselvc8  of  my  courage  and  talents  fprqfiter  de  xotrc  amrage 
et  de  vos  taltnt$.J  But  still  he  did  not  say  whether  tlie  expedi- 
tion would  take  place  or  not,  though  tiiis  ^'as  the  second  push  I 
made  at  him  on  that  head.    When  1  saw  he  would  not  give  me 
any  definite  information,  I  obsened  that  tliere  was  a  subject 
on  which  I  had  received  such  positive  instructions  on  leaving 
Ii*eland,  that  I  considered  myself  bound  to  mention  it  to  him; 
and  tliat  was  relative  to  the  General  who  might  be  appointed  to 
the  command ;  tliat  it  was  our  ^isli,  if  poasible,  that  it  should 
be  Pichegni ;  that  if  he  remained  at  the  head  of  tlie  army  of  the 
Rhine.  1  probably  should  not  have  mentioned  liiin ;  but  that  at 
present,  when  he  was  not  employed  in  any  niilitar}'  function,  I 
hoped  I  was  not  irregular  in  praying  him,  (Camot,)  to  turn  his 
thoughts  on  Pichegni  for  that  command ;  supposing  as  before 
that  the  expedition  was  to  take  place.    Camot  replied  that  un- 
doubtedly Pichegni  was  an  officer  of  consummate  talents,  but, 
at  the  same  time,  tliere  were  many  generals  not  inferior  to  him 
in  abilities  (ausi  forts  que  lui.)   I  replied  I  was  satisfied  tiie  He- 
public  abounded  with  excellent  officers,  but  that  in  my  country, 
the  prejudice  as  to  Pichegru's  character,  was  so  strong,  that 
I  rated  him  equal  to  an  army  of  20,000  men,  as  to  the  eflfect  his 
appointment  would  have  on  both  parties  in  Iit^Iand.    He  replied 
tliat  lie  would  give  every  coiisidei-ation  to  what  I  said  on  the 
subject  and  that  at  any  rate,  I  had  done  perfectly  right  in 
suggesting  Pichegni  to  the  notice  of  tlie  Directory.   I  then  ob- 
servetl  that  as  to  Pichegni  himself,  I  thouglit  the  ajqKMntmeat 
would  add  a  new  lustre  to  his  former  glorj* ;  tliat  if  he  desired 
fame,  the  assisting  in  creating  a  free  Republic  of  4,500,000 
pie,  was  an  object  of  no  ordinary  magnitude,  and  if  he 
studious  of  his  interest,  which  I  did  not  suppose,  be  might  rcfy 
on  the  gratitude  of  my  country  in  its  fullest  extent,  as  wdl  ai 
every  person  who  might  be  instrumental  in  establishing  her  li- 
berties. Just  at  this  moment.  General  Clarke  entered,  and  I 
cannot  saj  that  he  seemed  highly  deli|^ited  at  the  momfrb   I 
took  my  leave  of  Camot,  and  went  over  to  speak  to  hina.   I 
told  him  in  subatanoe  our  owvcnation  as  abora  writing  and 
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when  I  mentioned  Pichegni,  he  said  ^^Pichegrul  Ohj  he  wont 
accept  itJ*  I  said  I  was  sorry  for  it.  He  then  asked  me  had  I 
finished  his  proclamation  (av  chtmanmsing  England.  I  told  liim 
I  found  it  impossible,  but  that  I  would  finish  the  one  I  had  begun 
for  Ireland,  whose  grievances  1  knew,  and  with  whose  local 
circumstances  I  was  acquainted;  of  both  of  which,  with  regard 
Ui  England,  I  was  utterly  ignorant.  He  desired  me  then  to  fin- 
ish that  one,  and  bring  it  to  him,  without  loss  of  time.  I  said  I 
would  in  the  coui-se  of  four  or  five  days,  and  took  my  leave. — 
So!  ^*  I  have  got  mtuJi  by  my  intended  expostulation^''  as  Sir 
Peter  Teazle  says.  In  the  first  place,  I  am  utterly  ignoi*ant 
whether  there  is  any  design  to  attempt  tlie  expedition  or  not ;  I 
put  it  twice  to  Caimot,  and  could  extract  no  aiLswer.  My  belief 
is,  that  as  yet,  tliere  is  no  one  step  taken  in  the  business,  and 
that,  in  fact,  the  expedition  will  not  be  undertaken.  What  signi- 
fies what  tlic  Minister  says ;  he  is  on  tlie  eve  of  being  turned 
out  every  day.  and  is  at  this  moment  at  ojien  war  with  the  Di- 
rector}*. They  want  him  to  resign,  and  he  will  not.  but  says 
they  may  dismiss  him  if  tlicy  please^  (By-the-by,  the  Directory 
are  too  fond  of  changing  their  Ministers,  which  shows  eitlier 
want  of  judgment  in  forming  their  choice,  or  want  of  steadiness 
in  adhering  to  it )  They  are  of  coui-sc  not  very  likely  just  now 
to  trust  him  with  their  designs.  I,  therefore,  must  regard  all  he 
saya,  and  Madgett  from  him,  as  of  no  authority  whatsoever, 
and,  that  being  the  case,  it  is  impossible  things  can  wear  a  more 
frosty  appearance  for  our  hopes.  I  am  pretty  sure  Camot  has 
never  read  one  line  of  my  memorials,  but  has  taken  tliem  on  the 
report  of  Clarke,  and  God  only  knows  what  that  report  may 
have  been.  I  cannot  get  it  out  of  my  head  that  that  fellow  is 
betmying  tiie  cause,  or  at  least  doing  every  thing  in  lus  power 
to  thwart  and  oppose  it ;  and  what  can  I  possibly  do  to  prevent 
Um  ?  Absolutely  nothing !  That  is  hard ;  I  fear  all  my  exertions 
ttid  ncrilloesy  and  hopes,  will  come  to  nothing  at  last.  Well,  if 
it  dioald  be  so,  I  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  bear  it,  but  it  is  crueL 
I  begin  now  to  think  of  my  family  and  cottage  again.  I  fancy 
it  wQl  be  my  lot  at  last  to  bury  them  and  myself  in  the  back 
woods  of  America.  My  poor  little  boys ;  I  had  almost  begun 
to  cntartain  hopes  of  being  able  to  rescue  them  from  that  obscu- 
riij^nnd  above  all  things  to  place  my  wife  and  our  dear  Maria 
in  a  ■Hnw*'**'  more  wortiiy  of  them;  but,  if  Icannot,  I  must 
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submit :  it  is  at  least  no  fault  of  mine ;  I  think  I  haTC  left  Ho- 
tliing  on  my  part  undone,  or  untried,  or  unhazanled.  If  I  hare 
to  go  back  to  the  ni^oods,  I  must  see  and  inveigle  P.  P.  out  with 
me»  otherwise  I  shall  be  in  great  solitude.  Perhaps  Mr.  Win. 
Browne  is  at  home  before  me;  at  home!  And  is  that  to  be  our 
home  after  all  ?  Well,  if  it  must  it  must  From  this  day,  I  will 
gradually  dimmish  the  little  hope  1  had  begun  to  form.  I  sup- 
pose another  month  at  most  will  decide  our  fate,  and  if  that  de- 
cision be  ailverse,  I  will  tlien  try  tlie  justice  and  generosity  of 
the  French  Government  in  my  own  jiarticular  case.  If  thej 
make  me  compeasation,  so ;  if  they  do  not  I  have  notliing  to 
do  but  to  submit  and  return  in  the  first  vessel  to  America.  At 
least  I  shall  be  sure  of  tranquillity  and  happiness  in  the  bosom 
of  my  family,  especially  if  I  can  catch  P.  P.  and  Mr.  William 
Browne.  I  will  now  wait  to  see  what  tliey  will  do  \vith  Aheme. 
If  tliey  despatch  him  promptly,  the  business  may  yet  revive.  If 
tiiey  delay  him,  or  send  a  pei-son  of  darkens  choosing,  I  shall 
look  on  it  as  utterly  desperate,  and  take  my  measures  accord- 
ingly. 

May  3 — 7.  What  signifies  my  making  daily  journals  when 
I  have  notliing  to  say  ?  The  Directory  gives  me  no  business, 
and  I  am  not  in  spirits  to  ^Tite  good  nonsense,  and  I  am  tired 
of  saying  blank!  blank!  This  day  MToto  an  artful  letter  to 
Clarke  to  see  if  I  can  list  him  on  tlie  score  of  his  interest  It  is 
also  his  duty.  This  is  sad  work,  but  what  can  I  do?  IlfanU 
hurler  avec  Us  hups.  I  engage  him  £1000  a  year  for  his  lift^ 
if  we  succeed,  and  I  rely  on  the  nation  to  make  good  mjr  en- 
gagement 

May  9.  Saw  Clarke ;  he  told  me  tliat  if  he  g^ve  me  no  in- 
formation, it  was  because  he  was  not  permitted ;  tiiat  I  nu^ 
rely  on  receiving  it  as  soon  as  it  was  necessary  I  should  be  in- 
formed ;  and  that  I  might  also  depend  on  it  that  if  the  cajMii- 
Hon  was  undertakefi,  every  thing  should  be  made  as  agreeable 
to  me,  personally,  as  I  could  desire.  All  this  is  civil,  iHyweveri 
but  still  it  is  not  what  I  wimt  to  come  at  I  told  him,  as  naaalf 
that  I  did  not  mean  to  press  him,  and  would  wait  in  submnioab 
for  the  determination  of  the  Directory.  I  then  asked  him,  had  he 
read  my  letter  ?  He  said  he  had,  but  as  to  any  idea  of  rewnnj^ 
he  was  in  the  service  of  France,  and  it  must  bo  to  her  he  ihoaM 
look  for  compensatiMu  I  replied,  certainly  it  was  joat  tiuit 
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nwT  H)M>itl(l  rpwan)  liiin,  but  tliat  AU\  not  pivcltiilc  Ireland 

d  fVom  majiifi-Hting  Iier  giiitituclr :  that  lie  might  ivly  on  it 

t  cvcT)*  indiviilual  in  France,  \vhi>  wiu  instiiimrntal  in  e^s- 

liingi*iirimlr(icn(ionce,  wmih!  heamjilyrewanlerlattheron- 

ittTUiewnr.  Hrrpplii:d,  '■  We  would  notliavctliemcniis; 

at  wc  bail  no  moiie^v ;  and,  heftidex  that,  he  did  not  tniieh 

mt  iiD  tJie  grntitiidf  of  nationx."  To  thJM  I  answeroil,  that  it 

4  tnir  we  hail  little  or  no  money,  but  tliat  wo  had  ahnndnnce 

r  nwaiw  bcxidcH :  and  as  to  the  gratitude  of  nations,  I  di<l  not 

It  quitr  MO  liiimbly  of  it  ait  he  vermeil  to  tlo ;  that  America 

0  an  iiiMtAncf  tn  the  contrary,  wherti  c^ci^  soldier  and  otEccr 
)  mranlcd  on  the  tstahlishment  of  her  iiidep<-ndcnrc.  and 

f  Lafayettv  had  a  provision  nr:>r),0l)0acr<'Hof  land,  which 
»  all  )ie  hall  1<>  trust  to  at  this  moment  on  earth,  and  that  I 
were  suca|>ableof  gratitude  ati  the  Amerir-ans.  I  i»t«p- 
t  tbrrr.  and  (tie  dirfcnni-KC  tiirneil  on  freland.  1  told  him  I 

1  srrn  thr   iiwtnietJons,  and  that  there  were  two  points  on 
hkh  1  wished  much  to  satisfy  him.  viz.  the  influence  of  tlio 

,  ami  the  question  of  royalty,  iteitlier  of  whicJi.  1  assured 

i,  wnv  at  oil  lo  be  ajiprehended,  and  I  addiiriMl  strveral  ar- 

H-nt8.  whidi.  as  they  ai-e  already  retitwl  in  tlieac  memoran- 

1, 1  nerd  nol  here  rcfieat,  I  do  not  know  whctlier  I  satisfied 

n  or  iiot,  bol  tlie  discourse  re.'tted  three.    He  askeil  tnc  hati  [ 

wbcd  tlK  prorlamation.   1  said  not,  but  that  1  would  bring  it 

k  bim  in  two  or  lliire  itaj.i  at  faKhest.     I  then  bxik  my  leave. 

II  the  whole  I  luudc  no  great  way  in  this  day's  conversation, 

I  *-as  better  pleased  with  Clarke,   I  i|o  not  know  why, 

nlhavr  hern  of  a  long  time.    He  has  got  my  memorandum 

r  and  diH))o«iition  of  tlie  troops  in  Ireland.    I  also 

[  bit  ]iapers  relating  to  the  expedition,  one  in  the 

^vhirli  were  the  niunes  <if  several  townn  in  Ilolland 

I  Dvtrh  Flandent:  what  does  that  forebode '.  I  cannot  decy- 

n-.  M  W  me  go  finish  my  proclamation ;  1  have  mit  looked  at 

Ihuicc  ther  artli  of  April.  I  see  I  was  in  a  wrong  track,  so  I 

Ul  be^n  on  a  ni'W  plan:  Cmirage  man  ami!  allons.' 

I  .llhy  1 0.   Madgeit  luu  got  orders  to  Knd  ten  ur  a  dozen  in- 

piigent  iirlsniMTs  who  are  tn  be  wnt  into  England.   Into  Eng- 

I,  of  all  places  in  tlir  world !  \^'hat  can  that  mean  ?  He  telbi 

t  Arm  M  to  he  an  evpeditioi)  there,  contemporary  with  oum, 

It  mil  uitek  for  Jnbn  Bull  at  Immc,  and  prcrcnt  libi 
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distracting  his  poor  head  too  much  about  his  Irish  affaifB.  He 
tells  mc*  also,  that  Hoche  is  to  command  in  England.  If  tiiat 
be  so.  it  looks  serious,  but  Madgett  is  so  terribly  sanguine  thai 
I  know  not  what  to  tliink.  I  will  say,  for  the  present,  in  the 
language  of  the  Gazette,  *^  this  nei^-s  merits  further  amfirma- 
tion/'  At  iiv-ork  at  my  proclamation. 

^^iay  11.  At  work  furiously  at  my  proclamation;  I  like  it 
better  than  my  first  attempt  Madgett  is  gone  in  search  of  his 
imiiSy  whom  he  has  orders  to  send  off  to  Hoche  as  soon  as  he 
has  found  them.  That  looks  a  little  serious,  but  still  I  am  alow 
of  faith.  This  day  tlie  Directoirc  Executif  lias  denounced  a 
grand  plot  to  massaci-c  themselves,  tlie  legislative  bodies,  the 
Etat  M^or  of  Paris,  and  proclaim  the  constitution  of  1793. 
Above  forty  persons  have  been  aiTestsd,  and.  at  the  head  of 
them,  Drouet,  who  stopped  the  King  at  Varennes  in  1792,  and 
Ii&s  lain  for  three  yeai*s  in  a  dungeon  in  Austria,  from  whmoe 
he  is  returned  not  above  six  montlis.  I  am  sorry  for  him,  for  I 
believe  liim  a  sincere  i*epublican ;  at  the  same  time  I  would  show 
no  mercy  to  any  man,  whatever  might  be  his  past  merits,  who 
woukl  endeavor,  in  the  present  position  of  France,  tosubvert  flie 
existing  Government  If  the  plot  had  taken  place,  our  bnaiiieas 
would  have  been  in  a  hopeful  way.  I  tliink,  in  my  conscmioe^ 
tiie  French  have,  attliis  moment  an  exceeding  good  form  <tf  Go- 
veniment,  and  such  as  every  man  of  principle  is  bound  to  sup- 
poil.  It  might  possibly  be  better,  but  tlie  advantages  which 
miglit  result  from  an  alteration  are  not  such  as  to  warrant  anj 
honest  man  in  hazarding  tlie  consequences  of  another  bloodj 
revolution.  The  people  of  tlus  turbulent  city  seem  of  the  same 
way  of  thinking.  I  do  not  imagine,  from  all  that  I  can  observe^ 
tliat  it  would  be  easy,  or,  indeed,  possible,  at  present,  to  excite  a 
serious  insurrection  in  Paris.  The  Grovemment  is  strong,  the 
enrages  are  few,  and  the  mass  of  the  people  seems  disposed  te 
tranquillity  at  any  rate.  As  a  friend  to  France  and  Ireland,  and 
as  an  irreconcilable  enemy  to  England,  I  am  heartily  glad  of 
it,  for  I  am  not  so  completely  ultra-revolutionnaire  as  some  te 
whom  I  speak  here.  As  an  Irishman,  I  cannot  but  rej<Mce  atflis 
discovery  of  this  complot  Had  it  succeeded,  what  would  have 
become  of  us?  Apropos.  There  is  a  law  passed  to  day,  eiyoiaii^* 
amongst  other  things,  all  strangers  to  quit  Paris  in  three  dajSr 
I  must  apply  to  the  Ministory  and  see  what  he  says  on  tkaft 
head. 
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IfL  Finbiheil  my  memorial  nnil  gave  it  in  Clarke.    I 

BT,  my  proclamatiun.   It  is  too  long,  but  let  Canint  rut 

I  he  plcanes.   Went  tit  tlit'  Mtnixt^^r  for  permisHion  to 

,  ttiR/irr^  la  I'lu  I'lie  Minif^tcr  ocrupii'il ;  si>  1  wrolo 

b  asboK  mile,  in  very  iirctty  Fn-nch,  wliirh  I  left  fi>r  litm.— 

I  the  evening  Hit  spwtacle  iw  umhiU.   Tlio  French  comwiiana 

rinllnitrlir  twyfiml  the  English.    Even  in  the  little  theatres 

k  tke  BoulevantM.  they  |>rrfnnn  admirably,  and  thei-o  lit  an 

n  to  the  rustumr  ni^ver  i«e«-n  in  Englanil.    All  the  thoa- 

n  Ino  arc  prctli.  and  Boinc  magnifircnt    The  opera,  hnw- 

rr.  continues  to  stand  first  in  my  opinion.    It  it*  a  i^harming 

irlc  and  I  never  gi>  tiior«  without  wishing  foi-  my  dearest 

I  natteni  arc  so  uncertain  here,  that  I  labor  to  ]irevent 

tng  for  any  thing.   I  am  a  dog — I  am  a  dog,  and  I 

if»  Utf.  hne,  daiii'ing  attcnilanre  jierpctually.  and  In 

I  ffiLipenHe.   1  have,  I  know  not  why,  foregone  my 

UHal  niDUAeinenls.    Sad!   sad!    "Man  delights   not  me.   nor 

woman  neither."  Wliat  ahall  I  do^  the  novelty  of  PartH  in  worn 

dI;  my  mnxiety  about  our  affaira  inciTaseii.  and  1  get  nn  sati»> 

brlnry  information,    I'he  de\i)  put's  it  intd  my  head  !>onietimes 

A I  am  like  Uannihat  at  tlie  court  of  Pi-ii!iia.s  supplicating  his 

i  to  enable  Carthage  to  nmke  war  upon  the  Roman<).  Tliere  is 

kserl  of  analii|;y  in  tlie  rinrumstanrex.  excepting  that  I  am  not 

Lnnltud.  mir  lieiieral  Clarke.  I'ruHiaH.   Well.  |ialitirs  are  fina 

binipt  muiU  tfal  f luiiul  on  en  rsl  n-vfttn.   I  dexrlure  I  wish  our 

niitirtian  wu  eSected.  and  that  1  was  set  down  once  more 

jctiy  in  the  bosom  of  my  family,  and  tliat  'm  not  very  strange, 

r  I  doat  upon  them,  and  I  am  lici-e  like  a  finh  out  of  \\-ater, 

and  every  tltingit  fretn  me.    Yet  I  admire  the  French,  of  all 

Diiugb :  the  men  arc  agreeable  and  the  women  enchanting,  and, 

if  my  idIuiI  wem  at  rtnte,  wt  it  is  not,  I  cxiuld  make  it  out  here 

f  veil,  for  some  time  longer,  but  as  it  is Well,  I  can't 

p  BjscIC  and  ho  nhat  ligniReH  complaining.    Let  me  write 
^  and  I  cannot  write  good  non>«eii)ic  when  1  am  not  in 
[  am  noer  in  spirits  now.    The  French  women 
klfac  ERgUsb,  far  and  wide.    They  are  inromparably 
,  almost  witiiout  excrplioii.    Hie   English   wiiinen 
bve  band-tiiroe  facen,   but  for  figure  and  fantdon,  they  ilo  not 
1  the  Frenrh;  and  llicn  they   wnik  nn  iDcx>m)iaralilj . 
e  LH  90  Eulaptnl  til  ninvemation.  tlial  Ihey  all 
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appear  to  have  wit  For  their  morality,  it  is,  to  be  sure,  <'a 
nice  maralihij  split  my  roind-pipe.**  Parts,  in  tliat  respect,  teati 
London  hollow,  and  that  is  a  bold  word,  after  what  I  have  seen 
in  London.  Well,  gi^-e  me  beland,  after  alU  for  women  to 
make  wives  and  mothers  oL  For  *^  casual fruUionf^  go  to  Lon- 
don, or,  indeed,  rather  to  Paris,  but  if  you  ^ish  to  be  happy, 
choose  your  companion  at  home«  The  mcwe  I  see  of  tiiis  wide 
worid,  the  more  I  prize  the  inestimable  blessing  I  possess,  in 
my  wife*s  a&bction,  her  \irtues,  her  courage,  her  goodness  of 
heart,  her  s^-eetness  of  temper,  and,  besides,  she  is  very  pretty, 
a  circumstance  ^iiich  does  not  lessen  her  value  in  my  eyes. 
What  is  she  doing  just  now,  and  what  would  I  give  to  be  with 
her  and  the  little /aii/afu  for  half  an  hour  ? 

May  13.  Called  on  the  Minister,  relative  to  the  law  enjoin- 
ing all  foreigners  to  quit  Paris  in  three  days.  The  Minister 
very  civil ;  desires  me  to  give  myself  no  trouble,  but  in  case  the 
police  should  molest  me,  apply  directly  to  himself  or  Camot. 
This  will  do  {or  tlie  present  Dined  ^itii  Madgett  at  the 
Champs  Elysees,  and  drank  like  a  fish. 

May  14.  Wrote  a  letter  to  Clarke,  praying  him  to  aiqpiy  tn 
Camot  for  a  written  order  for  my  stay,  in  case  of  accidents. 
Paris  is  growing  more  and  more  stupid  on  my  hands,  and  this 
horrible  suspense  aiHl  delay  kill  me.  There  is  a  sad  falling  off 
in  my  journals,  but  it  is  not  my  fault 

.Mlay  13.  Went  to  tiie  Directory  and  saw  Camot  who  de- 
sired me  to  ^Tite  a  short  memorial  desiring  leave  to  stay,  and 
bring  it  to  him  to-morrow.  Saw  Aheme ;  nothing  done  in  his 
business.  This  is  bad. 

May  16.  Deli\'ered  my  memorial  at  tlie  Luxembourg,  and 
received  directions  to  apply  at  the  Secretariat  General  for  a 
permission.  Lounged  in  the  evening  to  the  Theatre  D*Emula- 
tion,  one  of  the  little  theatres  of  the  Boulevards :  it  was  Easter 
Monday,  and  being  a  fete,  tiie  house  ^ns  filled  ^ith  the  tennr 
haurgmsie^  all  dressed  out,  and  as  gay  and  as  happy  as  possi- 
ble. I  was  agreeably  surprised  to  find  die  piece  was  the  <<  School 
*<  finr  Scandal,"  extremely  well  adapted  to  the  French  stagey 
and  very  well  represented.  It  had  an  effect  upon  me  wiiich  I 
cannot  describe ;  I  was  alone,  and  it  brought  a  thousand  reool- 
lections  into  my  mind.  Shall  I  ever  see  the  ••  School  for  Scan- 
»•  daP*  in  an  English  tiieatre  again?    Well!  that  is  the  least  of 
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injr  grievances.  The  French  comedians  are  Incomparable,  even 
in  tliis  little  tlieatrc  of  the  Boulevanis ;  tliey  acted  adniirdbly, 
particularly  Charles,  Sir  Oliver,  and  Lady  Teazle ;  tliey  excel 
in  Uic  management  of  their  by-play,  but  tliey  have  one  fault. 
In  ttieii'  Holilo([uies  they  always  addi-css  tliemselves  t<N>  much  to 
the  audience,  with  tlie  expi*es.sion  as  if  tliey  were  telling  tliem 
a  secret  **  The  soliloquy  always  to  the  Pit ;  tliat  is  the  ndeJ* 
The  civic  airs  were  applauded  with  something  like  sincerity,  a 
circumstance  which  I  have  not  i-emarked  for  some  time.  On  the 
whole  I  was  very  well  amused.  But  how  my  life  stagnates  just 
iiow«  when  I  have  nothing  to  write  of  but  tlie  tlieatres  of  the 
Boulevanb.   Sad! 

May  ir.  Blank. 

May  18.  This  day  I  had  a  tift  ^ith  my  lover  CaiTiot  In 
ligning  the  memorial  which  1  delivered  to  him,  I  had  written 
my  name  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  (dit  James  Smith.)  The  per- 
miflsion  was  made  out  in  the  name  of  T.  W.  Tone,  and  of  course 
was  refused  to  me  when  I  applied  for  it  in  the  name  of  James 
Smith.  I  was,  therefore,  obliged,  sore  against  my  will,  to  ap- 
jiy  again  to  Camot,  who  spoke  veiy  chuff  about  tlie  ti-oiible 
I  gave  him  to  write  a  second  memorandum.  I  was  damnably 
vexed,  ami  told  him  civilly,  but  drily,  that  I  was  sorry  for  the 
mistake,  liut  that  it  was  not  my  fault  He  then  wi'ote  a  second 
note  to  the  Secretary,  so  I  suppose  to-morrow  it  will  be  made 
out  properiy.  Men  in  high  station  ought  not  to  speak  shoj-t  to 
people  who  do  not  deserve  it  I  take  that  to  be  a  very  pretty 
political  maxim,  and  so  halt  here  for  tlie  present  I  have  not 
recoverefi  my  good  humour  yet 

Majf  19.  I  learn  to  day  tiiat  Camot  was  as  cross  as  the  devil 
to  every  body  yesterday.   So  it  seems  I  was  not  singular. 

JIfaf  80.  Received  at  last  my  permission  to  stay  in  Paris, 
sUgmeif  "  Tbmpkins.  Creditor,**  or,  indeed,  Camot  President 
ObIj  tUnk  of  the  folly  of  some  people.  The  first  permi&sion,  as 
I  nv  to  day,  was  for  *^  Le  citoyen  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  re- 
tapm  Iilandais.  That  was  a  pretty  business  to  spread  on  a  pa- 
whkh  was  to  be  seen  by  Lord  know^  how  many  clerks  and 
as  well  at  the  Luxembourg  as  at  the  Municipalite. 
W«B»  it  was  no  fault  of  mine,  as  I  told  citizen  Camot  yester- 
iasjf  sad  beaSdes  there  is  no  harm  done,  for  tlie  paper  is  can- 
cded;  ao  tlial  aflkir  ia  off  my  hands,  and  I  have  nothing  to  do 
Vol.  II — 15 
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but  divert  myself,  for  the  Government  here  give  me  nobnsiims. 
•«  Fie  upon  this  idle  lift,  I  want  ivark/*  It  seems  the  plot,  dis- 
roveitfl  by  tlie  Dircrtoiy.  was  di'eaclfully  sanguinary.  Araongst 
otiier  features  all  strangei-s  were  to  present  themselves,  in  or- 
der to  their  lieing  imprisoned,  roluntarily^  under  pain  afdeaJth. 
If  the  fact  he  so,  it  seems  I  have  had,  among  others,  a  very  good 
escajie.  for  in  times  of  revolution,  it  Ls  a  sliort  journey,  oooie- 
tinies.  from  the  prison  to  that  '*  undiscovered  country,  from 
whose  bourne  no  traveller  returns***  Things  are  better  as  flicy 
are,  for  France  and  for  us.  It  is  curious  to  observe  how  the  en- 
thiisiasin  of  the  Revolution  is  entirely  abated ;  even  the  immoriil 
victories  of  the  army  of  Italy  have  not  the  smallest  effect.  I  ob- 
serve it,  iKirticuIarly  at  tlie  spectacles,  where  they  sing,  (by 
order  of  the  Executive,)  ^  les  chants  civiq^us.**  e^Try  night,  and 
they  arc  received  with  the  utmost  phlegm,  and  somedmea  worse. 
Enthusiasm  is  a  passion  which  will  not  last  for  six  years  of  a 
war,  which,  however  glorious  beyond  all  historical  example^ 
has  been  attended  with  great  individual  suffering.  I  observe^ 
too.  .the  young  men  are  the  most  disaffected  part  of  the  natioi^ 
which  is  caused  by  tlie  dominion  of  the  women,  who  are  aristo- 
crats without  exception.  Tliis  is  very  natural,  and  very  bad. 
I  did  expect  the  rising  generation  would  have  been  good  r^ob- 
licans,  but  I  cannot  say  that  the  fact  has  justified  my  apprdm- 
sions.  They  sculk  as  much  as  possible  from  the  requisitni^ 
wliich  tliey  evade  by  every  means  in  their  powxr.  To  see  then 
in  Paris  tiiey  are  a  race  of  wretched  Sybarites,  yet  these  veiy 
young  men,  when  they  are  forced  at  length  to  join  the  armiei^ 
see  how  they  fight!  This  is  a  curious  paradox.  I  believe  if  As 
Republic  were  to  suffer  a  sudden  reverse,  for  example,  if  Bmas- 
wick  were  once  more  at  the  passes  of  Argonne,  the  old  spirit  of 
France  would  revive,  but,  as  it  is,  tliere  is  no  enthusiasm  hcrei 
There  is,  however,  a  g;ood  succedaneum  in  a  well  organind 
Government,  which,  combined  with  the  untameable  coumgB  of 
tlie  iirmies,  does  the  business  sufficiently,  as,  I  believe^  General 
Ueaulieu  and  tlie  King  of  Sardinia  can  bear  witness.  It  is  ray 
lucky  tlie  new  Government  was  established  before  tiiis  absohts 
decline  of  public  spirit  If  the  enthusiasm  had  fidled  before  fte 
present  system  was  organized  to  Bopflj  iti  places  I  know  not 
what  might  ha^'e  happened.  Atanyrate^  if  the  combined  des- 
pots h«d»  in  that  case^  made  way  progress  in  France^  it  w«mU 
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only  have  once  more  roused  tlie  energy  of  1792,  and  the  two  sac- 
recding  years,  so  tliat,  at  last,  it  would  liave  come  to  the  same 
thing.  It  is  tlie  successes  of  France  which  have  abated  her  en- 
thusiasm. I  believe  this  is  enough  of  jmlitics  for  tlie  present :  I 
mill  only  add,  that  if  I  was  in  the  place  of  tlie  Dii^i  tory,  I 
would  forbid  tlie  singing  of  all  political  airs  at  tlie  spectacles, 
(hr  a  forced  spirit  is  always  a  bad  one« 

Mitf  31.  This  morning,  on  sallying  out  the  first  thing  I  saw 
«'as  aa  afliche  of  a  vessel  to  sail  in  Um  days  for  New  York. 
This  kmxrked  nie  in  tlie  head  for  the  whole  day.  I  have  been 
planning  a  thousand  schemes.  To-morrow  I  will  see  Madgett, 
in  order  to  take  his  opinion  on  one  or  two  points.  If  I  can  do 
it  with  safety  to  my  wife,  and  our  dear,  dear,  babies,  I  tliink  I 
vill  settle  in  France. 

Mijf  S2.  Called  on  Madgett  and  took  a  serious  walk  witli 
him  in  the  Thuilleries.  I  told  him  I  had  cx)nsi(lei«ed  my  situation 
maturely,  and  the  result  was.  I  felt  a  strong  inclination  to  settle 
in  France.  That,  by  a  rough  calculation,  I  sup{x>sed  I  could 
command  about  400  louis  d'ors.  with  which  I  could  do  very  little 
in  America,  unless  I  went  vei*y  far  back,  and  then  I  should  feel 
■yaelf  helpless,  not  being  enured  to  labor,  and  servants  not  be- 
iag  to  be  had.  That  I  conceived  pn>perty  would  now  be  ver^ 
cheap  in  France,  and,  thci'efoi*e,  begged  his  advice  on  two  points. 
First,  whether  lie  apprehended,  as  I  did  not,  that  there  was 
any  danger  of  a  counter-revolution,  by  which  I  meant  the  resto- 
ration of  royalty,  &c. ;  and  next,  whether  it  would  be  more  ad- 
visable to  purchase  national  or  iiatrimonial  property,  witli  the 
small  sum  which  I  could  command  ?  Madgett  implied,  that,  as 
to  a  oounter-re\'olution,  he  did  not  well  know  what  to  say,  more 
thai  it  was  an  event  (ar  from  improbable.  That  the  Go- 
was  in  the  most  extreme  distress  for  money  ;  that  the 
had  fieuled,  and  what  sliould  be  substituted  he  could  not 
to  guess ;  that  the  approvlsionment  of  Paris  was  a  work 
if  imBHBSB  diflkulty,  and  if  there  once  came  an  actual  scarcity 
if  ftodf  it  was  impossible  to  say  what  might  be  the  result  from 
tta  taj  of  a  starving  and  enraged  populace ;  any  one  of  tlieni 
■%|hl take  it  into  his  head  to  cry  Vivele Roi^  and,  perhaps,  the 
witob  ■aim  adopt  it ;  that  Pitt  was  moving  heaven,  earth,  and 
tal»tonriatibfi  finances ;  that  the  louis  was  today  at  10,500  francs, 
ftrt  tUaga  wrcre  driven  now  to  that  state  that  a  very  few  days 
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must  decide  whether  the  Govcrnmeiit  could  go  on  or  not,  and  that 
for  himself  he  wished  he  was  fairly  out  of  it  He  added,  that  per- 
haps it  would  be  better  to  purchase  patrimonial  property,  and 
fliat,  with  the  sum  I  mentioned.  I  miglit  procure  an  estate  of 
ten  times  tlie  value,  or  £4,000.  We  tlien  fixed  to  meet  in  three 
or  four  days,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  lie  is  to  make  inquiric8« 
and  turn  the  matter  in  his  thoughts.  For  my  own  part,  whether 
it  is  that  I  am  younger  and  more  sanguine  than  Madgett  or 
less  acquainted  witli  circumstances,  I  have  not  tlie  smallest  ap- 
prehension of  a  counter-revolution.  The  present  Crovemroent  is 
one  of  extraordinary  mildness,  perliaps  too  much  so,  bu^  if 
pressed  by  an  invincible  necessity,  they  must,  and  I  have  m 
doubt  will,  have  recourse  to  Ktronger  measures.  But,  what  de- 
cides me  is  the  excellent  spirit  of  tlie  army.  The  mutiny  arooag 
the  Legion  de  police,  which  now  i4>peam  to  have  been  a  ramifica- 
tion of  BaboBufs  plot,  was  quelled  in  an  instant  by  theothcrtroops, 
and  I  see  to-day  a  most  excellent  address  to  the  Directory,  from 
tiie  privates  and  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  Sd  dragoons, 
who  form  a  part  of  tlieir  guard.  Whilst  the  armies  oontiaae 
steady*  I  fear  nothing.  I  believe  I  can  lay  out  the  little  moncgr 
I  can  command  to  more  advantage  here  than  in  America,  aop- 
posing  only  the  half  of  what  Madgett  says  to  be  true,  besides, 
I  am  here  d  partie  of  Ireland.  I  need  not  recite  over  my  rea- 
sons, but  as  at  present  advised,  I  tliink  I  will  write  an  order 
by  this  vessel  to  my  love,  to  convert  e^'ery  tiling  possible  into 
specie,  to  buy  louis  d'ors  at  the  Bank  of  Philadelphia,  and  set 
off  for  Havre  with  our  fiEimily  in  the  first  ship  that  sails.  Good 
God!  how  happy  shall  I  be  if  I  can  fix  them  in  a  comfiNlBUe 
cottage  in  France.  For  my  schemes  of  ambition  I  an 
worn  out  of  hope ;  I  act  now  without  expectation,  and 
that  I  may  say  fliat  nothing  on  my  part  has  been  left  imtriedor 
undone.  If  tliere  comes  a  peace,  and  I  settle  here,  itwillbohrt 
a  step  for  P.  P.  to  come  visit  us,  and  to  be  sure  wo  will 
make  him  welcome,  and  there  is  no  wine  in  France,  &c  I 
my  ancient  propensities  revive  a  little. 

May  23,  £4,  S5,  96.  After  balancing,  for  four  or  Ave  day^ 
and  turning  the  matter  every  way  in  my  tfaoagfats,  I  baefiB 
taken  my  resolution,  and  written  this  day  to  my  dearest  love, 
to  Rowan,  and  Doctor  Reynolds,  acquainting  flmn  witli  my  de- 
termination to  settle  in  France^  and  desiring  them  to  nuke  pro-* 
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pmtions  for  the  departure  of  my  family  "wiih  all  pofssible haste. 
It  is  a  bold  measure,  but  **  Jivdaces  fartuna  juvaV*  If  my  ne- 
gotiation here  succeeds,  it  will  be  best  they  should  be  in  France  ; 
if  it  ikils,  still  1  am  satisfied  it  is  more  advisable  for  us  to  set- 
tle here  tiian  in  America.  At  all  events,  tlic  die  is  cast.  It  is 
an  epoch  in  my  life.  I  have  decided  to  tiie  best  of  my  judg- 
ment and,  if  I  fail*  I  fail.  I  am  weary  of  floating  about  at  the 
mercy  of  events  ;  let  me  fix  myself,  if  possible,  at  last 

•Ifoy  27.  Paris  has  been  in  a  sort  of  smotliered  fermentation 
lor  several  days,  and  I  suppose  a  very  few  must  bring  it  to  a 
crisis.  Witliin  a  fortnight  all  the  assignats  will  be  called  in 
and  exchanged  against  their  value  in  niandats  which,  in  other 
uords,  is  changing  at  once  tiie  whole  currency.  The  small  as- 
signats of  100  francs,  and  under,  will  be  allowed  to  circulate 
lor  the  conveniency  of  the  poor.  A  hundi-ed  livres  in  assignats 
are  worth  to-day  about  twopencc-half-penny ;  their  nominal  value 
ii  £4  Sf.  4d.  That  is  a  pretty  reasonable  depi^eciation.  For  my 
part  ^'ho  am  neither  financier  nor  agiotcur,  I  do  not  pretend  to 
uiderstand  the  question,  but  I  can  clearly  see  it  is  no  oi'dinai'}' 
matter  to  annul,  at  one  blow,  the  entire  currency  of  a  nation, 
and  substitute  another  in  its  place,  yet  it  has  been  done  once  al- 
ready in  the  case  of  the  assignats,  which  superseded  gold  and 
lilYcr,  as  the  mandats  will,  I  have  no  doubt  supersede  tiie  as- 
ngnats.  Something  or  other  must  be  done,  or  the  finances  here 
will  tumble.  I  hope  the  Government  will  have  firmness.  They 
•eem  lately  to  have  been  assuming  a  higher  tone,  and  I  am  glad 
of  i t  fiv  I  sometimes  could  not  help  thinking  of  Ring  Log,  when  I 
nwtfaem  insolted  with  impunity.  If  they  stand  bold,  the  enemies 
«f  die  Republic  will  be  put  down,  but  if  tiiey  go  back  one  step,  or 
Cffoi  flndnate^  in  my  mind,  they  are  lost  It  is  certainly  a  most 
critical  period.  If  the  Government  holds  out  till  the  1  st  Mcssidor, 
vhidi  ]■  now  tiirce  weeks  off,  and  if  thcii*  new  scheme  of  finance 
aaooeedflf  to  ascertain  which  nothing  seems  wanting  but  firm- 
■OM  OB  tihdr  part  the  Republic  will  be  established  for  ever.  As 
it  iSp  <'  ve  art  ivalking  an  embers^  corcered  with  unfaithful  dust.** 
Conrage!  a  few  days  irHI  settle  tiie  business,  and  I  douht  not 
tatmjfuitf  prosperously.  Vive  la  Rcpuhlique/.  Yesterday  I  had 
a  tUC  from  tiie  Commissaire  de  Police  of  my  sci^'tion,  by  oinler 
if  Ab  Borean  Central  de  Paris,  in  order  to  bring  me  before  my 
betten  fi>r  remaining  in  town  contrary  to  tiie  law  of  the  2 1st 
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June,  1796. 

June  1,  S,  3.  A  faint  ray  of  hope  has  hrokc  to-day  across  the 
impenotmbie  gloom  which  has,  for  some  time  back,  enveloped 
my  prospects.  I  called  on  Clarke,  profornia^  not  expecting  to 
Ind  him.  in  which  I  was  not  disappointed.  I  found,  however, 
a  note,  informing  me  that  he  had  read  my  pi*ocIamation,  (see 
May  12.)  and  liked  it  very  well;  that,  however,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  curtail  it  somewhat,  and  that  he  desired  to  see  me 
for  that  puqKxse,  any  time  after  tliis  day  and  to-morrow.  It  is 
the  first  time  he  has  desii*ed  to  see  me.  Well,  that  is  something. 
I  wrote  an  answer  immediately,  appointing  the  18th  PrairiaU 
(6th  June,)  by  which  I  leave  him,  out  of  respect,  one  day  clear. 
Will  any  thing  come  out  of  this?  I  am  glad  Clarke  likes  my  pro- 
chunation,  which  1  found  too  hmg  myself.  I  see  he  has  a  correct 
taste  in  those  tilings.  If  tlie  expedition  takes  place,  it  will  bo 
something  to  boast  of  to  have  written  the  proclamation.  But  let 
me  not  be  *  •  ninning  be/ore  my  horse  to  vtarketJ**  I  have  kept  my 
hopes  under  a  strict  regimen  all  along,  and  latterly,  God  knows, 
on  a  very  low  diet  I  will  not  let  this  little  breeze  tempt  me  to 
spread  a  deal  of  canvass,  inei^ly  to  have  it  to  furl  again.  Things 
arc,  however,  better  to-day,  tliaii  tliey  were  yesterday. 

June  4,  5.  A  French  lover  of  mine,  M.  Dugas,  took  me  to- 
day to  Versailles  in  his  caliriolet  It  is  a  pleasant  drive  of  twelve 
miles  from  Paris,  tlie  environs  of  which,  are  cci-tainly  before 
tliose  of  London,  but  far  inferior  to  those  of  Dublin,  which  are 
beautiful  beyond  description,  owing  to  the  two  great  features  of 
the  sea  and  the  Wicklow  Mountains.  The  chateau  of  Versailles 
IS  tnily  magnificent,  and  tlie  gardens  of  a  vast  extent,  but  of  a 
mst  tiresome  uniformity ;  all  in  the  old  school,  straight  alleys, 
dipt  hedges,  round  basins,  mai*ble  statues,  and  systems  of  ter- 
non.  It  i8  a  detestable  style.  Tliere  ai-e  some  admirable  paint- 
ings yet  remaining,  particularly  one  of  Charles  I,  of  £ngland, 
by  Vandyck,  which  has  been  engraved  by  Strange,  and  one  of 
Charks  XII«  of  Sweden,  which  is  a  striking  resemblance  of 
Lord  Landaff.  All  the  furniture  has  been  removed  or  sold, 
Cloepting  a  most  magnificent  cabinet,  which  belonged  to 
Marie  Antoinette,  and  in  which  she  kept  her  jewels.  Nothing 
eiB  exceed  the  extravagant  flattery  displayed  in  the  ceilings, 
vhirh  are  all  painted  in  allegories,  alluding  to  the  different 
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r .  -n*^  in  •":'  :•  z'.  '•'  I>''  *  XIV.  t^*w,  is  npre^^nted  in  them. 
Of:*  »i?r.*  a.*  lif  •l'^-  :t'  ••..  r  ir  Marv,  and  again  as  Jupiter; 
uhat  iT':sn»--  I*  ^tiii  U—»  r  >,  ••;.;:  ajl  these  paintings  were  exe- 
rut*^  I'.^  !iir»  fn;»T.  I  »i*p,t2':  iiKiilv  struck  with  one.  where 
iIkp-  i-.  a  p:r'i'fM.rrMhr  tl.z  ir?^.  L«»uN  XIV,  his  brother  Orleans* 
!*!«•  Cfi-ii?!*!  I.  «.rj«i».  an*i  T'if>!'».f\  rtrtainlv  not  oriliiiarv  men. 
l*oitiMit-»  of  ilIii'»trio»i^  hanarrt  r*  an-  the  kind  of  painting  which 
I  hkf  hrnt.  Thfiv-  i*  al-io  a  grrid  i»«»rtraii  of  Mnie.  de  Maintenon. 
It  \\<Hj|«l  take  a  week  to  exaniiTii*  the  palace  and  gardens^  and  I 
difi  not  ivniain  miirii  abo\e  an  lioiir.  I  >aw.  however,  enough  to 
sati^ifv  nie  that  the  Kin.s;  of  France  wiis  niagnificently  lodged, 
but.  for  my  part.  I  >houhl  die  of  t}ie  spleen  in  a  week,  if  I  were 
confined  to  the  rliateau  de  Versailles.  It  is  the  same  with  all 
the  palaces  I  have  ever  seen,  wliicli  are  not  many.  Hampton 
Court  in  England  is  magnificent,  but  it  wouhi  be  lost  in  S'er- 
saillcs.  From  the  chateau  we  walked  to  Trianon,  which  is  about 
half  a  mile  distant.  The  pavillion  is  beautiful,  viz:  theoutside, 
wUivU  is  all  I  saw,  being  all  built  of  colored  marble.  The  gar- 
dens arc  like  tlio5M^  of  Versailles,  equally  monotonous,  but  less 
extensive.  It  is  an  abominable  style.  We  tlien  went  to  the  Petit 
Trianon,  the  favorite  reti-eat  of  Antoinette.  It  is  a  most  deli- 
cious s|N>t,  completely  finislied  in  the  English  style.  After  tlie 
dii'ary  irgiilarity  of  the  two  other  gardens,  I  was  enchantei). 
and  even  the  Fi*encli  acknow  ledged  the  infinite  superiority  of 
taste  manifested  in  laying  out  the  gmunils.  IVianon  would  be 
beautiful  in  England,  but  in  France  it  is  like  fairy  ground. 
Theiv  have  been  scime  pi-etty  fndics  executed  here.  I  could  not 
help  nrakiiig  nniny  pi*ofound  iTflections  whilst  I  walked  tlirougb 
it,  **  de  vanitute  mundi  rt  fitga  Sflrcw/i."  I  do  not  wonder  the 
Queen  regn'tted  to  fall  fiiim  the  station  she  once  held.  Alto- 
gether it  made  me  melancholy. 

June  fi.  Chilled  this  nunniing,  by  ajipointment^  upon  General 
Clarke.  Found  him  more  cordial  in  his  manner  than  ordinary. 
He  told  me  he  bad  ivad  my  pi*oclamation,  and  found  it  extremely 
well  done :  that,  however,  it  would  be  necessary  to  curtail  it 
considerably,  for  the  first  point  in  these  compositions  is  to  en- 
sun*  the4r  being  i-ead,  and,  for  that  it  is  necessary  they  should 
be  short ;  that  thei-c  would  be  a  longer  one  prejiared  for  tliose 
who  studied  |Mditics,  but  that  mine  was  destined  for  the  people 
and  soldier}-.  I  thought  there  was  good  sense  in  all  this,  and  I 
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ran  safely  say  fliat,  in  all  the  public  papers  I  have  ever  written, 
1  am  above  tlic  personal  vanity  of  an  author,  as  I  believe  Gog 
can  witness.  I,  tltcrcfore,  told  him  I  would  mince  it  sans  re- 
morse^ He  then  told  mc  I  might  rely  on  it,  they  had  not  lost 
sight  cither  of  tlie  business  itself,  or  of  my  share  in  it  We  tlien 
talked  for  a  few  minutes  of  tlie  gigantic  successes  of  the  army 
of  Italy*  and  so,  having  fixed  to  return,  in  a  few  days,  with  my 
proclamation  cut  down  to  a  reasonable  size,  I  took  my  leave. 
I  liked  Clarke  very  well  to-day.  On  my  return  I  met  Sullivan 
IB  the  lioiTors.  Madgett  has  told  him  tliat  affairs  were  reduced 
to  such  a  crisis,  that  the  Directoi-y  and  Liegislativc  bodies  were 
actually  thinking  of  removing  to  Fontainebleau,  for  their  per- 
BQiial  security.  Madgett  has  always  news  extravagantly  good 
or  extravagantly  bad.  I  told  Sullivan  plump  that  I  did  not  be- 
lieve it ;  but  tliat,  if  they  took  such  a  pusillanimous  resolution, 
they  were  undone  for  ever.  I  added  many  fine  observations, 
stolen  from  Shakespeare,  on  the  folly  of  fearing  death  in  public 
situations,  and  made,  on  the  whole,  a  most  eloquent  harangue, 
by  which  I  convinced  Sullivan  and  myself  there  was  no  danger. 
I  do  not,  however*  like  these  reports.  Aflier  all,  there  may  be 
something  in  tliem,  and  if  the  Government  here  were  to  blow 
up,  it  would  be  terrible.  I  have  been  since  as  melancholy  as  a 
cat  I  think  it  is  growing  my  prevailing  habit  <<  Eope  long  de- 
Jtmi^^  saith  the  Scriptui'e,  <«  maketh  the  heart  of  man  sick**  I 
am  sure  mine  just  now  is  not  in  rude  health.  But  I  am  sworn 
never  to  despair,  so  ^^Ccuraf;el  JilUms!*^ 

Jimt  7,  8.  Called  to-day  uiwn  Monroe,  whom  I  have  not  seen 
fir  above  two  months.  Found  him  extremely  civil.  Staid  and 
ckattod  with  him  above  an  hour,  on  American  politics.  He  had 
tta  delicacj  not  to  mention  my  business,  for  which  I  was  obliged 
ii  him.  Ho  also  told  me  that  B.  had  written  him  word,  that  they 
bsnitl  in  America  of  my  safe  arrival,  so  that  my  family  are 
of  all  anxiety  on  that  account   I  am  heartily  glad  of  that 


9.  At  work  cutting  and  slashing  my  proclamation.  I 
vM  bring  it  to  something  at  last  I  am  just  like  Jack,  in  the 
««TBfe  of  m  Tub,"  altering  his  coat 

la  Madgett  telLs  mc  an  oild  piece  of  news.  One  of  the 
in  Ike  bureanx  assures  him  that  the  landing  of  the  French 
in  IininiMl  haa  been  effected,  and  that  he  has  it  from  a  member 
ToL.  11—16 
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of  tlie  Legislative  body,  wlio  has  it  directly  from  one  of  tibe  Di- 
rectory, ir  it  be  HO,  it  is  most  extraordinary  tiiat  neither  Mad- 
gett  nor  I  were  favored  witli  the  smallest  information  on  tfao 
subject  Madgctt  has  been  with  tlie  Minister  to  inquire,  llie 
Minister  said  he  did  not  believe  it  and  that  tlie  news  must  he 
premature.  This,  however,  leaves  it  possible  that  it  may  be  tnntm 
I  know  not  what  to  tliink.  I  have  finished  my  proclamatifliiy 
which  is  cut  down  to  a  frigpite,  and  will  go  with  it  to  Clarice 
to-mon-ow.  If  tlieiv  he  any  thing  in  the  report  he  will  probably 
mention  it  to  me,  and  if  he  docs  not,  I  will  conclude  it  is  un- 
founded. 

June  1 1.  Calked  on  Clarke,  whom  I  met  running  to  his  bo- 
iTau,  i  na  violent  hurry  to  General  Lacuee,  who  was  waitiQg 
for  him.  I  hail  just  time  to  give  him  the  paper,  and  he  did  not 
say  one  word  about  tlie  landing,  so  I  presume  the  story  is,  as 
tJie  Minister  says,  premature.  Evening.  Madgett  with  me 
again.  The  rejiort  seems  to  grow  more  serious.  It  stands  now 
as  follows.  Graii(\jean,  Chef-^le-Bureau  in  the  foreign  aflairsy 
told  him  tliis  day,  tiiat  the  French  were  landetl  in  Ireland  to 
the  number  of  15,000  men;  that  tliey  had  been  perfectly  wdi 
received  by  tlie  people,  who  were  flocking  about  them  in  thou- 
sands, when  tlie  despatches  were  sent  off;  that  lie  liad  this  fhn 
Bcffroy,  a  member  of  tlic  Cinq-cent  who  had  it  directly  fhnn 
one  of  the  Directory.  All  this  is  very  circumstantial  and  pve- 
cise,  and,  I  confess,  staggers  mc  extremely.  There  most  be 
something  in  it  or  how  would  Bcffroy  and  G  randy ean  come  to 
think  of  Ireland  at  all.  A  frigate  (tlic  Atalante)  has,  alao^  oer^ 
taiiily,  arrived  at  Brest,  witiiin  tlicso  few  days,  after  aooompfr- 
uying  a  fleet  of  transports,  kc  After  all,  if  it  should  be  to 
Ireland.  Madgctt  is  as  sure  of  it  as  of  his  existence,  and  is 
most  terribly  chagrined  at  its  being  kept  a  secret  hem  USi 
For  my  part,  tlie  main  point  to  me  is  that  tlie  landing  be  eflhcfr- 
ed ;  my  concern  in  the  business  is  the  least  part  of  it  Tct^  I 
should  be  mortified  to  the  last  excess  not  to  bear  a  part  in  iti 
*^  fpiai  le§  Franfoii  en  Irdande — **  et  Mmtaudd  n'y  eft  pM$J^ 
**lQm  lo§t  in  Mensaiion9  of  troubled  emotions.*^  On  ii»  wfaole^  I 
think  it  very  unlikely  that  the  report  should  be  true,  yet  it  ii 
certainly  possible;  and  tlioro  are  strong  circumstancea  in  ifti 
IbFor*  Among  others,  it  is  now  a  month  since  Madgett  aent  off 
flABen  Irish  iviaoners  to  Hoche,  by  Clariw*s  (Hrdersy  who  aaid 
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thfj  Vfere  intended  for  England,  which,  by-the-hy,  I  did  not 
believe;  {see  May  lltlu)  But  then,  why  should  the  Directory 
conceal  such  a  piece  of  good  news  from  tlie  public,  and  why 
should  Clarke  conceal  it  from  me?  If  the  re]iort  be  true,  tliey 
hKve  not  kept  faitli  with  me,  for  botli  Camot  and  Clarke  assured 
me,  if  tiie  expedition  were  undertaken,  I  should  be  of  the  imi*ty, 
and  Clarke  iiepeated  it  in  our  last  conversation ;  and,  I  coni'ess, 
it  would  give  me  great  pain  to  be  left;  out  of  the  business  here, 
after  having  labored  suc'cessfully  tlius  far.  Notwithstanding 
all  that,  I  wish  to  God  the  rejwi't  vrere  true.  That  is  the  main 
point :  my  interests  arc  of  little  consequence^  and,  besides,  in 
the  long  run,  the  truth  will  come  out,  and  justice  be  done  to 
all  parties.  Madgett  is  a  thousand  times  more  enraged  tlian  I 
am.  though,  I  tliink,  with  less  reason,  for  he  has  neither  done 
nor  suiicred  as  much  in  the  husineas  as  I  have.  Once  for  all,  I 
do  not  yet  believe  it  A  very  few  days  must  ascertain  the  truth 
er  falsehood  of  tlie  report,  and,  in  tiie  mean  time,  I  think  I 
will  take  no  steps  whatsoever.— *The  Directory  have  receivcil, 
to-day,  the  news  of  two  victories,  one  in  Italy,  being,  I  be- 
lieve, the  tenth,  at  least,  this  camimign,  in  which  Beaulicu 
has  been  again  totally  routed  before  Mantua,  witli  loss  of  all 

l^aSgAge?  cannon,  stores,  and  his  whole  Etat  Major  prison- 
Thaty  I  tliink,  will  settle  the  aifair  in  Itoly.  The  other  is 
on  the  Rhine,  being  the  second,  (tlie  first  was  gained  two  or 
three  days  before,  but  I  forgot  to  insert  it)  I  have  not  seen  tlie 
details,  but  I  learn  it  is  a  complete  victory.  The  Emperor  is 
like  to  make  a  worthy  campaign  of  it  To  be  sure  tlie  military 
ciertions  of  tlie  French  are  beyond  belief.  Only  think  of  tlie 
Gominent^  maintaining  fouiloen  aiinies,  nearly  1,000,000 
if  neii»  absolutely  without  money  or  credit  It  is  inconceivable. 
k  is  trae^  Buonaparte  has  raised  a  little  cash  in  Italy,  for  he 

gtren  notice  to  Citizen  Carnot  to  draw  on  him  for  seven 
at  aif^t,  payable  at  tlie  Bank  of  Genoa.    I  wonder 

Jelm  Bull  would  like  to  discount  his  bill.  However,  after 
ifl^  ken  am  I  in  Paris,  in  a  most  critical  period,  and  in  a  state 
■f  aaxielj  which  baffles  all  description,  writing  nonsensical 
■woi'aiiilnmn  I  wonder  where  is  P.  P.  If  the  French  are 
hi  lidandf  I  think  I  can  give  a  guess.  *^  Confusion !  Tete, 
ng^'JBUe  homhesP^  Are  the  sans-culottes  in  Ireland, 

I  ken?  Oh  Citizen  Camot  ran  it  bo  that  you  have  hndce 


la*  JOURNAL  OF  JUNE,  ir96. 

fjiilh  with  mc?  ••  White  caK  yvfiife  cat^  thtm  hast  dexrived  mc/ 
*»(iw(/  imtaiithj  he  felt  the  scratch  of  n  cat* a  pate  on  his  baiuL** 
>VelL  if  tin*  woist  cur.u\s  to  the  woi'sU  my  friends  in  li*claiid 
will  not  forpet  mo. 

June  12.  Orsuik  ]Minrh  hist  iiisrht  with  Madgett.  He  Is  rom« 
oft'  liis  ronfideiice  si  litlh»,  as  to  the  hinding.  ^^Gmulman  rer;i;es 
*^  speaks  a  little  of  the  matter:  an  old  man  and  his  7rits  are  not 
**so  6/?/H^  as.  heaven  help.  1  conid  desire  Ihey  irere.**  He  docs 
hoiv  me,  sometimes,  most  conrouiicUMlly.  Moreover,  I  tliink  I 
see  by  liis  discoiii'sv'  that  he  has  his  e\e  on  the  ambassadorship 
of  Irehiiid,  tliat  is  to  he.  He  lias  not  talents  for  that  station: 
and.  besides,  age  is  beginning  to  nnike  ini*oads  on  his  faculties: 
Yet  Mailgett  is  a  g(Mid  feUow,  and  has,  nndoubt4Mlly,  a  strong 
claim  on  the  gratitude  of  his  connti'y,  if  she  succeeds :  but  he  is 
not  to  lie  her  ambassador  to  the  Firncli  Uepublic.  His  misfor- 
tune is,  tiiat  lie  thinks  it  is  he  diN's  every  thing,  and  moves 
every  thing,  and  kno\\s  every  tiling,  and  I  can  see  that  he 
knows  no  more  of  what  is  going  forward  than  my  brmt:  it  i<« 
laughable  enough  to  pee  him  sometimes  hiding  his  ignorance 
and  want  of  im|M)i1ance  under  a  veil  of  givat  mystery  and  re- 
serve, in  which  I  always  indulge  him  by  telling  him,  like  a 
dog  as  I  am,  that  I  do  not  want  to  pirss  on  hisofticial  delicacy. 
kc.  He  tells  me  to-day,  that,  in  consecpience  of  a  menmrial 
which  he  gave  in  some  months  ago,  containing  what  [lassed  in 
the  Vri\\  Council  of  England,  with  his  ivmarks  thereon,  Spain 
will  have  a  tleet  at  sea.  and  will  bi*eak  with  Kngland  in  fifteen 
days.  ••  Wonld  J  could  see  i7,  quoth  blind  IJup:h/^  I  quoted  that 
ali*eady,  but  no  matter.  JShus  verrons.  It  would  be  a  great 
I)oint  gained,  if  Spain  would  deciai'e  against  the  common  ene- 
my of  the  liberties  of  mankind. 

Jtine  13,  14.  Calle<l  on  Clarke  this  morning,  for  want  of 
other  idleness.  Saw  him  for  two  minutes,  mentioned  Madgctfs 
i*e|K)rt  of  the  landing,  adding,  that  I  did  not  believe  it.  He 
assured  me  it  wius  uiU'rly  unfounded.  So  there  is  an  end  of 
tliat  business.  I  obseni^l,  it  was  diTadfulIy  indiscreet  in  who- 
ever had  set  it  going.  He  agi*eed,  but  observed  it  was  some- 
times im]K)ssible  to  prevent  the  indiscretion  of  jieople.  He 
also  told  me  he  had  not  yet  hail  time  to  read  my  proclamation 
as  cut  down.  I  fixed  tn  call  on  him  the  1st  Messidor,  in  four 
or  five  days,  and  so  we  pai'tcd.    Clarke  was  civil  enough.    I 
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\iimt  to  consult  him  as  to  what  I  am  to  do,  concerning  trade 
alTairs.    My  finances  are  reduced  to  a  state  ti*uly  deplorable. 
I  mm  worth  to-day  about  thirteen  louis  d'ors,  which  will  not 
last  me  more  than  a  month,  and  I  must  not  let  myself  be  i*un 
to  the  last  sol.    I  might  have  been,  perhaps,  something  more 
economical,  but  not  mucli,  all  things  considered.  Paiis  is,  after 
alL  much  more  reasonable  than  Philadelphia,  and  1  need  not 
say,  a  million  of  times  more  pleasant   Yet  it  is  absolutely  im- 
possible to  lead  a  more  comfortless  life  tlian  I  do  here.   It  is 
dreary.   It  is  pitifuL  All  my  habitudes  are  domestic,  and  here 
am  I,  isolated  in  the  midst  of  Paris,  in  which  there  is  not  a 
single  soal  interested  in  my  well  or  ill  being.   At  home  oi* 
abroad,  it  is  all  one,  and  I  cannot  express  how  tliis  suiks  my 
qiiritB.  I  am  as  much  in  a  tiesert,  for  all  purposes  of  happiness, 
as  if  I  were  in  the  midst  of  CafTraria.    The  Opera  is  my  only 
resource,  and  that  will  not  do  at  all  times.   I  always  go  alone, 
and  have  nobody  to  whom  I  can  communicate  tlie  pleasure  I 
aometiniea  feel,  or  tlie  observations  which  strike  me.    After 
flie  friendship  of  P.  P.  and  the  inestimable  happiness  of  my 
love*s  society,  judge  how  1  feel  here,  where  neither 
nor  woman  cares  if  I  were  in  the  moon.  ^*  Oh  tad!  oh  sad! 
I  iedare  I  jrily  the  poor  Draper!  After  this  he  goeth  on  and 
satlA,"  ^   The  only  tiling  that  consoles  me,  and  it  is  a  pow- 
crAil  ooDSolation,  is  the  unparalleled  success  of  the  French 
I  think  England  must  tumble,  and,  if  so,  we  rise.   I 
in  flie  Morning  Chronicle,  which  I  get  from  time  to  time, 
from  Sullivan,  tiiat  the  journey  of  Lady  Bute  to  Madrid,  where 
husband  is  ambassador,  is  suspended  until  it  is  known  what 
iilUm  will  take  in  Spain.   I  see,  likewise,  that  there  is  a 
ipfimning  at  St  Roch,  and  a  levy  of  60,000  men  ordered  in 
that  conatry.  That  looks  warlike.  It  is  certain  that  Beaulieu  is 
^jFtag  befere  Buonaparte,  who  gives  him  no  respite ;  that  the 
Bffth  are  making  a  progress  nearly  as  rapid  on  the  Rhine  as  in 
htifi  ttat  die  Austrian  armies  are  in  the  (greatest  disorder,  and 
dfapirited  and  sick  of  the  war,  a  circumstance  of  tlie  last 
;  that  the  Emperor  has  sent  Count  Metternich  to 
most  probably  to  announce  his  determination  to  make 
infllaiiilyt  and,  if  so,  the  battle  will  renmin  to  be  fought 
between  France  and  England.   MorSf  nous  verrons!  Mad- 
ffltt,  (bat  he  b  no  great  autliority.  as  apfiears  from  diverse 
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puis  of  then  entortaininB  and  inRtnictive  memortitdnms)  ml- 
ways  informs  mc  titat  we  are  waiting  on  the  Dutch.  Cunot 
trlls  mr  nothing,  Clarke  notliing,  and  ttie  Ministrr  knowa^  I 
am  Burf',  no  more  than  Madgett  Nlc  Frog,  tn  be  suit.  Ja 
always  pla^y  hIow  in  his  motions,  yet  he  contrived  to  ated  a 
marrh  on  John  Bull  alirady.  Would  to  God  be  were  after  8tn^ 
ing  a  BTTond.  My  very  kouI  ia  sick  with  expectation.  I  cuiBDt 
think  it  possible  htit  England  tniist  tumble,  and  I  have  the  great- 
est Taitfa  in  tlic  lalcnts  of  t)ie  Government  here,  and  in  ttetr 
aeharnfment  againxt  tlie  English.  It  is  said  to-day  that  two  de- 
putiefl  from  tlie  Emperor  are  actually  arrived  incognito,  to  treat 
of  a  peace.  That  young  gentieman  has  made  ]m)digioiia  acqu* 
Ritionn  in  tlic  French  territoiy,  in  virtue  of  liia  alliance  witt 
Jdrn  Bull.  It  is  flotd,  likeivise,  that  Ricbery  has  aalled  from 
Cadiz,  nitli  hla  seven  sail,  and  twelve  sail  of  Spanirii  ahipa  of 
the  line  under  Solano,  but  nobody  knows  where.  If  tfiey  fall  in 
«ith  tiic  British,  that  will  probably  bring  matters  to  a  cruia ; 
but  John  Bull  will  thrasli  tliem  both  at  sea,  to  the  end  of  tinc^ 
if  tliry  do  not  inveigle  fat  out  of  his  bands.  I  wiah  to  God 
Camot  was  us  sensible  of  this  as  I  am.  Well,  here  I  am,  aai 
here  1  must  rcmun,  and  I  am  as  hd|dess  as  if  I  were  akni^ 
swimming  for  my  life  in  tibe  middle  of  tiie  Atlantic.  ^Ka  teiri- 
rihlc — liowever.  "'Tisbutinvain,"  kc 

June  15.  Got  a  parrel  of  English  newspapers  from  Snllimb 
Stndlcd  out  into  tiie  fields,  all  alone,  and  laid  down  nndcra 
hedge  to  read  them.  Melancholy  as  ten  thonsand  devih^  wmk 
no  wonder.  I  see  the  Americans  have  ratified  the  En^^Mi  tni^f 
after  all,  by  a  minority  of  flfty-one  to  forty-eight  The  Dtrtdi 
fleet  which  gave  John  Bull  the  slip,  put  into  Teoeriflc^  BIm^ 
S6t]i.  in  bad  condition,  to  look  for  provisions.  It  conriati  of  t«a 
sixty-fours,  one  fifty  gun  sliip,  four  fHgatm,  and  two  aloa|a  of 
war.  Tliey  are  bound  for  the  C^ie  of  Good  Hope.  1  wMi  tk^ 
were  wdl  there,  and  after  driving  Ae  EngUA  on^  bat  I  few 
it  Quero.  Arc thetroopsonboardFrenchor Dntch?  Bee— > 
on  that  circumstance  the  event  will  prob^ly  torn.— I  see  Canto 
is  returned  for  the  city  of  London,  and  Pox  ia  fint.  oa  Ab  nk 
JttOB,  fbr  Westminster :  be  ia  oppoaed  by  Admind  Qarfamf 
who  is  wittiin  a  doien  of  him ;  Home  Toijte  ia  flie  tUrd  caaA* 
date,  and  is  above  tme  tfaoHsaiid  behind  both  of  tfaeoL  Fax  ■■# 
TiHfkTi  mn^  iwlminMf  Brrrr rhwi  ftrm  flif  Hwitingi    Fhmtta 
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little  I  can  observe,  being  nearly  iininfoioncd,  tlie  new  Parlia- 
ttent  will  probably  be  as  hoUow  \i  itli  Pitt  as  the  old ;  I  mean 
the  counties,  for  as  to  tlie  boi*ougl)s,  there  is  no  doubt  of  them. 
There  arc  tlii'ce  war  members,  for  example,  i^ctunied  for  tlie 
city  of  London.  So  best!  The  more  warlike  tlioy  continue  tlie 
better.  Reading  these  pajicrs  has  left  me  as  dull  as  ditchwatcr, 
and  1  did  not  need  tliat 

Jiau  16,  ir.  Called  to-day  for  tlie  first  time,  God  knows 
when,  on  the  Minister.  He  was  busy  and  could  not  see  me. 
That  ia  no  good  sign,  nor  is  it  vei*y  bad  ;  altogether,  I  do  not 
much  glory  in  it  The  news  to-day  is,  that  the  King  of  Naples 
has  made  his  peace,  paying  30,000,000  livres,  en  numeraire^ 
and  withdrawing  his  cavalry  from  Beaulieu,  and  five  sail  of 
the  line  irom  the  British  Admiral  in  tlie  Mediterranean.  That 
will  strengthen  tlie  Emperor  and  John  Bull  prodigiously.  This 
news  is  not  yet  confirmed,  but  if  it  has  not  yet  happened,  it  soon 
■uut,  for  the  petty  Princes  of  Italy  are,  as  the  French  say, 
(<*cii  qiuue  fOfwr  faire  la  paix.**}  Hiis  is  an  excellent  meta- 
plior,  taken  from  a  crowd,  who  stand  one  behind  another  in  or- 
der to  be  served  in  their  turn,  as  the  poor  of  Paris,  for  exam- 
ple, at  the  bakers.  There  cannot  be  a  more  ridiculous  image. 

June  18,  19.  Called  on  Clarke  by  appointment.  Found  his 
aid-de-camp  copying  my  pi*oclamatiou,  as  abridged.  Clarke 
•eemed  glad  to  see  me,  and  begged  me  to  make  a  copy  myself, 
as  he  wanted  it  immediately.  1  accordingly  sat  myself  down  at 
his  dcskf  and  he  went  about  his  lawful  occasions.  In  about  half 
an  hour  I  had  finished,  and  he  returned.  I  told  him  in  three 
words  the  position  of  my  aifaira ;  tliat  I  had  gone  on  thus  far 
entirely  on  my  own  means,  and  calculated  I  had  about  as  much 
as  would  enable  me  to  carry  on  tiic  war  anotlier  montli,  in  which 
liae  I  ahould  be  ^  a  mc,"  as  tlie  Fi-encli  say ;  finally,  I  asked 
hb  advice  on  the  premises.  He  aiiswci*ed  me  friendly  enough ; 
ka  laid  tiiey  must  provide  for  me  in  tlic  military  line,  for  which 
I  hid  ezprcsaed  an  inclination,  and  in  the  cavaliy,  where  the 
pif  WIS  moat  considerable ;  but  added,  that  the  pay  of  all  ranks 
VWB  hdow  thdr  necessities.  He  tlien  asked,  had  I  ever  served? 
I  aaawiiulj  No ;  that  I  hafl  been  a  volunteer  in  the  Belfast  iv- 
IfmfUkt,  wliich  I  considered  as  no  service,  but  was  fond  of  a 
■ilitaiy  lifby  and  in  case  of  any  tiling  being  done  for  Ireland, 
ft  wooid  be  the  line  I  should  adopt.    He  then  said  my  not  hav* 
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ins  sen-ed  might  make  some  difficulty,  but  Alt  be  iroald  att 
•bout  it,  uid  let  me  know  the  retiult  in  tbive  or  fiwr  Aay*,  add- 
ingi  thftt  I  might  be  sure  sometliiiig  voold  be  done.  He  Aen 
took  me  in  hia  carriage  to  the  Ministar'B^  with  wbon  lie  bed 
business.  On  the  way  I  told  him  it  wu  cortrendj  imibIU  to 
me  to  applj  to  the  Rqwblic  for  any  pecuniary  aanstoim^  but 
that  circumstances  compelled  me ;  tliat  1  was  not  a  man  of  oc- 
pense,  and  that  of  course  a  moderate  supjily  would  satiBQr  ae ; 
and  added,  tliat  being  engaged  here  in  Ae  aervice  of  taj  oooa- 
tt7,  any  sum  advanced  to  me  was  to  be  considered  ■■  ednaoed 
on  her  account,  and  as  such  to  be  repaid,  with  all  otfMrcxpcBM^ 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  busoness.  Be  lao^wd  at  diia,  iBd  Mid 
we  would  have  nomon^.  I  said  that  was  tme^  sv^  at  If  ant, 
we  should  not  have  much,  but  wc  would  ba^'e  nieani^  and  I  In- 
stanced die  quantity  of  English  property  which  wooU,  bt  Aat 
event,  be  forfeited  to  the  state  and  assured  him  we  wuM  have 
enough  to  pay  oar  debts  of  justice,  of  honor,  and  of  gntUnde, 
As  to  want  of  money,  which  I  observed  to  him,  be  seemed  to 
dwdl  on  a  little ;  France  had  gi^-en,  and  wsa  giving  a  qdeafid 
examide  of  what  could  be  done,  e\-en  without  money,  yrbca  a 
people  were  in  earnest  The  conversation  tiicn  turned  on  the  cs- 
peditim.  He  said  it  would  be  absolutely  nrcessaty  the  Genml- 
in-chief  should  speak  Englisli.  I  said  it  would,  DndoiAtedjy» 
be  convenient,  but  not  absolutely  necessary.  He  then  obamrtd 
it  would  be  hard  to  ftnd  an  li-Lshman,  qualified  for  the  """Tanf 
I  answered  wc  would  prefer  a  Fivnchman,  on  accoont  af  thatf- 
feet  it  would  produce  on  public  opinion,  and  espectaUf  a  Gewnl 
whose  name  bad  figured  in  the  Gaaettes.  (Hiis  ia  n  drcMi- 
stancc  I  nerer  miss  to  suggest,  when  an  oppcwtuidty  oflfan.]  He 
then  mentioned  three  or  four  names  of  Iri^  Ocoierala,  iriTmalw, 
Barty.  Lynch,  and  O'Keefe,  with  his  opinion  on  Arir  atbHttM 
and  talents  in  very  few  words.  I  repeated  I  would  wiA  to  na  ft 
French  General  at  the  head  of  the  busineafi,  and  tliaA  theaa  «■- 
cers  might  bo  employed  under  him.  Be  seemed  at  kngth  to  te 
ofmyopinion.  Intbecouneof  this  discaasira,  I  naked  ldni«fey 
be  might  not  command  the  expedition  himself  f  He  aaimnd 
Aat  if  be  were  to  make  tbe  oOfer.  he  was  sure  the  DlncMRf 
would  not  accept  it^  as  they  could  not  span  liiai  from  te4l> 
partmeat  vlien  he  waa  placed.  This  discouna  l»ia|^  «  to 
(be MlBlstef'%  where ve parted,  aadlam  to  ntan  laaAv 
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dajs ;  in  the  niean  time  lie  i.s  tr>  see  into  my  affair,  and  let  me 
know  tlie  i^sulL — ^And  now,  what  in  to  be  the  end  of  this  ?  When 
I  made  the  offer  and  ref|uest  of  being  employed  in  a  military 
capacity,  I  ccrtsiinly  limiteil  it  in  my  own  mind  to  the  expedi- 
tion, but  here  it  is  generalized.  If  I  were  a  single  man,  I  should 
not  hesitate  an  instant,  as  1  look  tiiMin  t)ie  situation  of  an  ofiicer 
in  tlie  senicc  of  the  Fi-encli  Republic,  to  be  the  most  honorable 
in  the  world ;  and  besides,  it  is  my  passion.  But  when  I  think 
of  my  wife,  and  our  tlii*ee  chihli*en,  and,  i)erhaps,  by  this  time, 
a  Awrth,  dejiending  on  my  life  for  their  existence,  it  staggers 
my  resolution,  and  I  know  not  w  liat  to  determine.  I  have  writ- 
ten to  her  to  come  to  Finance,  and  am  I  to  leave  her  and  tliem 
to  chance,  and  go,  perha]Ki,  to  be  knocked  on  the  head  at  the 
frontiers?  If  I  were  an  oiKccr  it  would  be  only  my  duty,  and  I 
would  have  no  choice:  but  as  it  is. — In  the  service  of  my  own 
country  I  ho])e  I  would  avoid  no  danger  which  came  fiiirly  in 
my  way,  and  if  I  fell.  I  would  leave  my  family  to  the  public 
gratitude,  which  would,  I  have  no  doubt,  presene  them  from 
want;  but  hei-e  I  have  no  such  pitisiiect  I  am  exti*emely  embar- 
rassed* I  will  take  these  four  days  to  coasider. — After  all.  if  I 
should  turn  out  a  Captain  of  French  dragoons,  it  would  be  droll. 
**ItiMa  life  I  have  desired;  I  will  Ihrixe.^*  Assureilly,  if  I  were 
single,  I  would  enibi-ace  tlie  offer  on  the  instant ;  but  my  fears 
for  my  wife  and  my  iHX)r  little  babies  perplex  me  in  tlie  extreme. 
This  ofltr  makes  no  imi't  of  my  original  system,  nor  does  it 
come  in  the  strict  line  of  my  duty.  I  declare  I  know  no  more 
what  to  determine  than  a  hoi-se.  Ceilainly,  <*  To  give  a  ymng 
gmUewuM  right  ed'ucaiion,  the  army  *s  the  only  good  school  in  the 

flolioii."    But  then,  Matty  ;  and and  the  darlings.     Well, 

**Iam  loit  in  sensations  of  troubled  emotions.*'  Besides,  I  jnust 
io  sooMfliing,  and  that  speedily :  for,  ^* money,  money ,  money  is 
f/mtrfiimdm^  What  would  I  give  tliat  my  family  were  here  to- 
itlfl  Wellf  <<  I^t  the  world  wag;*'  I  have  four  days  yet  to  re- 
leeL  I  fimcy  I  will  state  my  difficulties  to  Clai*ke,  and  hear 
what  1m  says.  JUUmsI  Courage! 

jhm§  SU^  To-day  is  my  birth  day — I  am  thirty-thi*ee  years 
all.  At  that  age  Alexander  had  conquered  the  world ;  at  that 
aga  Wolfe  kad  completed  his  reputaticm.  and  expired  in  the 
mm  of  victory.  Well,  it  Is  not  my  fault,  if  I  am  not  as  great 
a  man  aa  Alexander  or  Wolfe,    I  have  as  good  disposition)  for 

V<KL.  11—17 
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glory  as  either  of  them,  but  I  labor  udcr  two  nnall  obstadei 
at  least — ^want  of  talents  and  want  of  i^portunitiea;  nettherof 
wbichf  I  cmfesB,  I  can  help.  JUkm*Ifum$  venoms.  If  I  suooeei 
here,  I  may  make  some  noise  in  tiie  wwM  yet;  and,  what  is 
better^  the  cause  to  which  I  am  devoted  is  so  just,  that  I  have 
not  one  circumstance  to  reproach  myself  wiflu  I  vdll  endeavor 
to  keep  myself  as  pure  as  lean,  astotiiemeans;  astolheend, 
it  is  sacred — the  liberty  and  independence  of  my  country  trsty 
the  establishment  of  my  wife,  and  of  our  darling  balnes,  next; 
and  last,  I  hope,  a  well  earned  reputation.  I  am  sore  I  am  doing 
my  very  best  here,  as,  indeed,  I  have  endeavored  to  do  all  aloBgi 
<«/am  not  idle^  but  the  ebb$  andJhnvB  offortimt^B  tide  eammei hi 
ealadatei.**  I  will  push  every  thing  here  as  far  as  I  can  make 
it  go*  I  have  taken  it  into  my  head  to-day  that  our  expcditkNi 
will  not  take  place,  if  at  all,  until  flie  winter^  because  of  the 
Channel  fleet  Howe  is  to  have  the  command,  with  twenty-ci|^ 
sail  of  the  line,  and  they  are  moving  heaven  and  earth  to  maa 
them.  I  would  not  be  surprised  if  our  business  was  the  canst 
of  these  great  exertions.  I  cannot  doubt  but  Pitt  is  informed  of 
every  thing  which  passes  h^«,  and,  of  course,  of  my  anivd, 
obscure  as  I  am.  Perhaps  it  may  be  fear  of  Spain,  irifli  whom 
it  seems  likely  the  Republic  is  about  to  foftm  a  treaty  of  aUiaaoe. 
At  all  events,  if  the  Channel  fleet  be  once  at  sea,  thofv  is  an 
end  of  our  expedition  for  the  Summer,  as  I  told  the  Minister 
long  since.  Well,  there  is  no  remedy  but  patience.  John  will 
tlirash  them  all  at  sea  to  the  end  of  time,  whilst  he  is  able  ta 
press  poor  Pat  into  the  senice  ;  and  this  is  what  I  labor,  (God 
knows  with  what  success,)  to  impress  on  them  here.  K  we  were 
indopendcnt  in  Ireland,  all  parties,  friends  and  enemies,  wooM 
soon  feel  the  diflbrcnce. 

June  21.  I  walk  almost  e^^ery  day  to  the  Thuilleries  to  sea 
the  guard  relie^-ed.  There  are  about  400  infantry  and  from  50 
to  80  dragoons.  The  grenadiers  attached  to  the  national  repr^ 
sentation.  arc,  I  am  satisfied,  for  appearance^  and,  I  have  na 
doubt,  for  courage,  the  first  corps  in  Eunqie.  I  am  mwe  and 
more  pleased  with  flie  French  soldiery,  notwithstanding  flie  slo- 
venliness, to  speak  out,  of  their  manoeuvres  and  dress.  Every 
one  wears  what  be  pleases :  it  is  enough  if  his  coat  be  bhM  and 
his  hat  ixicked,  and  e^Tn  that  I  have  seen  dispensed  with ;  the 
essential  part  is,  that  they  all  seem  n  high  health  and  spirits. 
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joangy  acti\'e,  and  fit  for  iinmrdiate  service.  Tlieir  arms  they 
ieep  in  toltrable  order,  but  there  is  nothing  of  that  brilliant 
poliak  of  arms  and  accoutrements,  which  I  have  seen  in  £ng- 
land.  Their  bayonets  are  too  short,  which  is  a  fault,  and  theii* 
muskets  are  much  lighter  than  ours.  Their  grenadiers  are  no* 
bk  fellows,  and,  luckily,  Jourdan  has  22,000  of  them  in  one 
corps  on  the  Rhine.  They  are  fond  of  ornamenting  themselves* 
particalarly  with  flowers.  One  scarce  sees  a  sentinel  without  a 
little  bouquet  in  his  hat  or  breast,  and  most  firoquently  in  the  bar- 
rd  of  his  firelock.  I  like  that,  and  I  do  not  know  why,  but  it 
pleases  me.  I  believe  I  have  a  small  prejudice  in  favor  of  the 
Freach,  especially  the  army,  which  is  tlie  flower  of  the  nation. 
Tlieir  dragoons  are  fine  fellows,  but  ill  mounted,  which  is  a  pity; 
both  fliey  and  their  horses  are  slovenly,  like  the  infantry  ;  but 
that  does  not  prevent  them  from  fighting  like  tigers,  for  the  truth 
of  which  I  appeal  to  tlie  slaves  of  the  despots,  whom  they  are  driv- 
ing bcfiH«  tiiem,  (thank  God,)  in  all  quarters.  It  is  said,  to-day, 
tte  Emperor  sent  Commissaries  to  the  Directory,  to  amuse  them 
and  gain  time,  but  the  Directoi^'  smoked  the  contrivance,  and 
lefoaed  all  suspension  of  arms.  They  were  quite  right  Beat 
bin  well,  and  he  will  negotiate  in  good  earnest  *^8ivispa4xmf 
fora  beUvm."  John  has  been  defeated  in  his  first  attempt  this 
caaipugn  in  tiie  West  Indies.  He  sent  4,000  men  to  take  Leo- 
gane,  bat  it  seems  they  came  back  without  tlieir  errand.  Much 
good  may  it  do  his  poor  heart  because  I  have  a  regard  for  him. 
Jiuu  29.  Bad  ne^i^^s  to-day.  Jourdan  has  received  a  check, 
and,  I  fancy,  a  pretty  serious  one,  which  has  compelled  him  to 
lepaas  the  Rhine,  and  Kleber  to  fall  back  on  theSieg.  He  says 
it  is  bat  an  affair  of  posts;  but  an  affair  of  posts  would  not  lead 
to  Mdi  consequences.   We  have  lost  men,  cannon*  ground,  and 

%  which  is  worst  of  all.  I  fear  this  will  force  Moreau, 
guard  is  under  the  walls  of  Manheim,  to  retreat 
BadiBad!  Vf  ell,  ^^'Ti$  hut  in  vain  far  Moldiers  to  com^ 
I**  One  filing,  however:  it  will  encourage  John  Bull  in  his 
wnfike  propensities,  and  flie  King  will  meet  his  new  Pariia- 
■Mt  wHh  the  floccesses  of  the  Emperor  in  his  mouth.  So,  out 
if  ovO  oooMS  good.  Madgett  shewed  me  to-day  a  private  letter 
he  just  received,  indirectly,  from  London,  informing 

a  raptave^wifli  Spain  was  looked  upon  there  as  inevi- 
^ui  fliB  Admiralty  were  actually  issuing  letters  of 
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niarr]ue  against  the  Spanianls.  I  hope  to  God  it  Ls  true.  Clarke 
has  likewise  applied  to  him  Tor  tiie  names  of  sueh  persons  as  he 
would  w  ish  to  He  em|)loyed  in  our  htisine^^  and  Madgett  con- 
cludes, Tmni  rircii instances,  that  tliere  will  be  two  embarka- 
tions, one  from  Holland  and  one  from  Brittany.  I  do  not*  how- 
ever, build  much  on  Madgeit's  inferences,  whidi  he  oiten  takes 
up  on  verj*  flight  gixMimlH. 

Jiinf  *2/;.  Callecl  on  Clarke  in  the  morning,  ami  found  him  in 
high  good  humor.  He  tells  nie  tliat  lie  has  mentioned  my  busi- 
no<;s  ti»  Camot«  and  that  within  a  month  I  may  expert  an  ap- 
pointment in  the  French  army.  Tliis  is  glorious!  He  asked 
me  would  I  choose  to  sene  in  the  cavalrv  or  infantrr.  I  snid  it 
was  ef|ual  to  me.  ami  referred  it  to  him  to  fix  me  in  tiie  most 
eligible  situation.  I  fancy  it  will  be  in  thecavalrr*  *'fara  Cap- 
tain of  horse  never  takes  off  his  hat.**  He  then  told  me  Aat  he 
was  at  liberty  to  acquaint  me  so  far.  as  tliat  the  busineasy  and 
e^en  the  time,  were  determined  on  bv  the  Directory,  ami  the 
manner  only  remained  under  discu!««ion.  There  is  good  news  at 
last. — I  obsened  to  him.  after  expressing  the  satisfaction  I  aiiH 
cerely  felt  at  tliis  infonnation.  that  I  wislied  to  remind  him  of 
the  giTat  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  landing  being  eflbct- 
uated  in  the  N'orth.  particularly  from  the  circumstance  of  (ram- 
ing  our  first  army  of  the  different  retigians  persnasions.  which  I 
pn'sseil  upon  him.  I  believe,  with  success.  I  tlien  asked  hnSy 
had  he  many  Irish  prisoners  remaining,  as  I  thought  ttej 
might  be  usefully  employed  in  case  of  the  landing  being  eBbded 
He  laughed  at  this,  and  said.  ••  I  see  you  want  to  form  jmr  re* 
giment.**  I  said  I  should  like  very  well  to  command  two  or 
three  hundred  of  them,  who  might  be  formed  into  a  oorpa  of 
Hussars,  to  sene  in  the  advanced  guard  of  the  army,  not  otSj 
as  soldiers,  which  I  knew  tliey  would,  and  with  snfBrioBt 
rage,  but  as  edaireurs  to  insen«e  the  country  people.  He  i 
to  relish  this  a  good  deal,  and  I  went  on  to  say  that,  in 
they  should  be  as  an  Irish  corps  in  green  jackets,  with 
feathers,  and  a  green  standard  with  the  harp,  aumioiiiited  hf 
the  cap  of  liberty.  He  bit  at  this,  and  made  me  draw  a  rinAch 
of  tiie  devise,  and  also  a  description,  which  he  took  down  hfaa- 
■rlf  in  French,  bom  which  I  infer  flie  standard  will  he  BniiB 
directly.  All  tiie  world,  (viz.  Mattj.and  Mary,  and  P.P.)  «fll 

^  hcwlfly  «t  IUb  comcn  of  war,  bocaiMe  it  aaton  of  Ab 
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Etat  Mlitairesn  and  P.  P.  in  his  wisdom,  will  i*cmind  mc  of  my 
fiunous  button  for  the  National  Volunteers,  which  did  such  mis- 
chief in  Ireland.  But  I  will  jump  »uddefily  upon  hinu  o.nd  de- 
prive him  of  the  iise  of  his  weapon,  by  reminding  him  tliat  I 
swore  solemnly  then,  never  to  quit  until  i  saw  that  button  uimn 
every  soldier^s  coat  in  Ii*eland  ;  in  which  declaration,  **  clench- 
ing a  fist  something  less  than  the  knuckle  of  an  ox^  Mr.  Adams 
declared  he  would  support  me.*'  Ailker  that,  I  tliink  he  will  be 
mluced  to  a  state  of  silent  mortification,  which  will  be  truly 
deplorable.  To  return  to  Clarke:  lie  desired  to  see  me  regu- 
larly every  fifth  moniing ;  and  assuring  me  again  that  he  would 
chai^  himself  with  my  business,  we  parte<l.  i  fancy,  in  tlie 
apshot,  I  shall  be  sent  to  Lisle  to  i*ecniit,  and,  in  that  event, 
I  will  make  ^M'celing  Bacchus  call  on  Jjove  for  aid  ;''  or,  in  the 
famgtiage  of  tlie  vulgar,  I  will  attack  Pat  with  women  and  wine, 
which  defy  every  care ;  and,  because  i  know  he  has  an  ear  for 
music,  I  will  also  bring  a  fiddle  with  me.  I  understand  John 
D<»ylc*s  Irish  heroes,  (tlie  87tli. )  are  there  to  a  man:  and,  as  many 
of  them  are  from  Pi-osperous,  in  my  own  county,  and  many 
more  from  Uhtsinanogue,  and  not  a  few  from  MutUm  Lane 
and  Crooked  StaflT,  I  tliink  I  shall  be  able  to  make  something 
of  tliem.  I  will  make.  I  hope,  as  good  a  colonel  as  John  Doyle, 
though  lie  is  a  brave  man  and  a  tolci-able  officer.  Whilst  I  was 
with  Clarke,  Madgett  called  on  him,  and  I  stept  into  the  next 
mom  whilst  he  gave  him  audience.  It  was  to  ^"ccommend  Ahemc 
to  be  employed  as  a  military  man  in  tliis  business.  Clarke  seem- 
ed, I  thought,  disinc]iiie<l.  He  asked  me,  did  I  know  Aheme  ? 
I  answered,  that  I  saw  him  merely  officially  by  the  Minister's 
orderSf  bat  that  I  knew  nothing  whatsoever  to  his  prejudice, 
aad  that,  as  to  Mailgett,  I  had  a  very  gotnl  opinion  of  him, 
and,  of  coarse,  supposed  he  would  not  recommend  an  improper 
pHsn }  that,  however,  I  could  say  nothing  from  myself,  for  or 
^pinst  hiiBf  fartlier  tlian  what  I  had  mentioned.  N.  B.  I  do 
Mtwish  to  hurt  Aheme,  but  I  had  ratlier  he  was  not  employed 
ill  Irdand  at  firsts  for  he  is  outri  and  extravagant  in  his  notions ; 
ha  wamHa  ft  total  houleversement  of  all  property,  and  he  has  not 
triwiti  to  see  the  absurdity  and  mischief,  not  to  say  the  impos- 
dbility;  of  this  system*  if  system  it  may  be  called.  I  have  a 
■U  to  stop  his  promotion,  and  believe  I  must  do  it  It  would 
he  tmrible  doctrine  to  commence  with  in  Ireland.    I  wish  all 
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possible  justice  to  be  done  to  Aherne.  but  I  do  not  wish  to  oeo 
him  in  a  station  where  be  might  do  infinite  miscUeC  I  niwt 
think  of  this.  I  told  Clarke  I  had  mTitten  for  mj  fiuily,  ui 
was  determined,  at  all  events,  to  settle  in  France. 

June  24.  «*/*t0  now  not  Jiffy  dueaU  in  Ae  wmUf*  bafc 
hang  it,  that  does  not  signify  :  am  I  not  going  to  he  an 
in  the  French  service  ?  I  believe  I  might  haTC  been  a  litlh 
economical,  but  I  am  sure  not  much.  I  broagbt  with  mt  ona 
hundred  louis  to  France,  and  they  will  have  lasted  bm  jnst  n 
montliSy  by  the  time  they  are  run  out ;  after  all,  that  is  nograt 
extravagance.  Besides,  ^  a  fool  and  his  numty  are  soon  parUip^ 
and  poor  Pat  was  never  much  noted  (or  his  discretion  on  ttat 
point  and  I  am  in  some  things  as  arrant  an  Irisiunan  aa  ever 
stood  on  the  Pont-ncuL  I  think  I  have  made  as  good  a  defence 
as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit*  and  I  leave  it  to  all  the 
worid  whether  I  am  not  fairly  excusable  (or  any  little  rffdosi 
magement  which  I  can  lay  hold  on,  seeing  the  sacrificea  I  have 
maile  thus  far,  the  services  which  I  hope  I  shall  at  last  iiave 
rendered  my  countr>\  and  especially  the  dreary  and  tiiatfid  so- 
litude to  which  I  have  devoted  myself  in  Paris,  where  I  hare  nst 
formed  a  single  connection  but  with  the  persons  indispenaal^f 
necessary  to  tlie  success  of  our  business. 

June  25.  There  has  been  a  damned  lie  in  circulation  these 
two  days,  tliat  tlic  advanced  guard  of  Buonaparte's  arn^  in 
Italy  has  been  cut  to  pieces,  to  the  number  of  fifteen 
men ;  and  there  are  scoundrels  in  Paris  base  enouf^  to 
not  sorry  for  it  However,  to-day  it  is  formally  oontmdiclB^ 
by  a  letter  of  Buonaparte's  just  published,  which  bean  dale 
thirteen  days  later,  and  makes  no  allusion  to  any  check 
soever.  My  heart  was  sunk  down  to  my  heels  at  the  bad 
and  I  was  as  melancholy  as  a  cat ;  for  I  have  every  tiling 
to  me  embarked  on  the  fortune  of  the  Republic,  and  I  wooM  aa 
lief  they  would  put  ratsbane  in  my  mouth,  aa  come  cniaklm 
to  me  with  their  evil  tidings.  <«  lam  now  a  Uttte  hettetf  fat  wiy 
*^ faint  stiU.**  I  wish  I  was  after  getting  my  brevet  Madgrtt 
tells  me  to-day  be  has  orders  from  ClariLe  to  find  hun  asafi 
twenty-five  recruits  in  fifteen  days,  to  be  sent  after  the  inl  iC» 
teen  to  Hoche ;  and,  in  our  last  conversation,  Clarke  told  mt 
they  were  not  for  Ireland*  Where  the  devil  are  fliqr  tatf  Aenl 

June  26.  I  go  regularly  every  day  to  the  ThuOkrieai  at 
twelve  o^docky  to  see  the  guard  relieved :  itiaeneoraqrpent^ 
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esl  relaxatJons.  I  take  pride  in  the  French  troops,  though  they 
an  neither  powdered  nor  varnished,  like  those  of  the  otiier 
itates  of  Eurc^e.  I  frequently  find  the  tears  gush  into  my  eyes 
irittlat  I  am  looking  at  them.  It  is  impossible  to  conceive  a 
tody  of  finer  fellows  than  the  guards  of  the  legislative  body,"!^ 
who  are,  by-the-by,  perfectly  well  dressed  and  appointed,  in 
all  respecta.  They  are  all  handsome  young  men,  six  feet  high, 
and  wdl  proportioned.  They  have,  as  I  believe  I  remarked 
already*  ^  ^  of  officers  in  soldiers*  coats,  and  look  as  if  they 
were  aef  tip  by  the  dancing  master,  ratherthan  the  drill  sergeant. 
As  to  the  courage  of  the  French  soldiery,  I  believe  it  is  now 
yn^y  well  understood  in  Europe :  nevertheless,  <^  one  English- 
mam  U  alwai/$  able  to  beat  Jive  Frendimenf*  which  is  very 
cwnoling  to  John  BulL  I  wonder  what  figure  poor  Pat  will 
cat  ufoa  the  sod.  I  foncy  he  will  not  be  much  amiss.  Well, 
let  mm  moct  see  myself  in  Ireland,  buckled  to  a  long  sabre,  and 
with  a  green  coat  on  my  back,  and  a  pair  of  swinging  epaulets 
M  sy  shoulders,  ^^Mon  nous  verronSf  MMrs.  de  la  Cabale.*^ 
The  Whig  Club,  I  see,  are  taking  up  the  condition  of  the  labor- 
ing pow.  They  are  getting  frightened,  and  their  guilty  con- 
scknoea  will  not  let  them  sleep.  I  suppose  they  will  act  like 
the  gentry  of  Meath,  who,  for  fear  of  the  Defenders,  raised 
tteir  workmen's  wages  from  eight  pence  to  a  shilling  per  day, 
but  took  care  at  the  same  time  to  raise  the  rent  of  their  hovels, 
and  flie  grass  f<Mr  tlieir  cows,  in  the  same  proportion,  so  that  at 
tibe  end  of  the  year  the  wretched  peasant  was  not  a  penny  the 
richer.  Such  is  the  honesty  of  the  Squirearchy  of  Ireland.  No! 
■a!  it  Is  we  who  vriU  better  the  condition  of  the  laboring  poor, 
if  ever  we  get  into  that  country;  it  is  we  that  will  humble  the 

execrable  and  contemptible  corps,  the  country  gen- 
af  Ireland.   I  know  not  whether  I  most  hate  or  despise 
tte  tjrants  of  the  people  and  slaves  of  flie  Government. 
Wail  I  wm^  Bot  put  myself  in  a  passion  about  them.    I  have 

flie  attack  made  on  my  honor  by  Mr.  Grat- 
ttat  intended  on  my  life  by  Bfr.  G.  Pmisonby.  I  fimcy 

aa  high  one  day  as  either  of  those  illustrious  whigs. 
VI  ^  I  hope  I  diall  act  as  becomes  me.  I  am  in  a  good  humor 
Ia4aff  1 4a  not  hnow  why.  Huzza !  generally,  Vive  la  Bepnlh 
fipt/  Went  is  fliB  evening  to  the  Theatre  Fej-dean,  to  see  the 

*  Thli  Mrpi  wn  the  mieleiu  of  Napoleoii*s  Vifillegardt. 
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^  Fcstiii  lie  Pion'c*'  Inronipai-ablv  well  performed.  I  ranem- 
bcT  P.  P.  was  doligliti-(]  with  Don  Juan,  who  is  the  Hrchetype, 
as  he  obsenedy  of  Lfivelace.  Fleury.  who  played  the  part»  is 
an  adniii*aljlc  actor.  He  is  tlie  Lewis  of  the  Hieatre  Fcydean^ 
but  L(*wis  is  not  worthy  to  be  his  raUt  de  chambre.  D'Azin- 
coiirt  is  Ihi*  .Sganan'ile,  and  a  mast  excellent  one.  I  saw  tiiifl 
pirre  a]n*afly  at  the  Theatre  de  la  ReiNiblique,  with  Baptiste 
and  Dngazon  in  the  saine  cliarsicters.  It  is  hard  to  say  wlMck 
is  best  I  believe  I  pi-efer  Fleury  to  Baptiste,  and  Dugazon  to 
D*Azinrourt  They  ai-e  all  four  inimitable  actors.  The  English 
comedians  ai'e  beasts  by  the  French,  but  this  I  have  ahvady 
said  a  thousand  times.  I  have  likewise  seen  lately  tlic  Barbler 
dc  Seville,  with  Fleui*}'  in  Almaviva,  D'Azincourt  in  FigarOp 
and  Mile.  Lange  in  Bosine,  It  is  not  possible  to  concci^T  bet- 
ter acting.  D^Azincourt  Ls  the  original  Figaro  of  Beaumar- 
chais,  and  Mile.  Lange  Ls  a  charming  woman,  who  has  min- 
ed sevei*al  young  fellows,  and  one  in  particular^  twii*e  oxerm  I 
have  also  seen  at  tlie  Theativ  de  la  ReiMiblique,  Eobtrt,  ekefit 
Bris^ands^  a  translation  of  the  Robbers  of  Schiller.  It  acts  very 
^ell,  and  Ba])tiste  is  admirable  in  Robei't  I  am  writing  hat 
like  a  JiMcadiUf  (N.  B.  Dandy)  about  tlie  tlicatrcs,  andallth^t 
kind  of  thing.  But  what  can  I  do?  I  must  write  soniefliing  to 
anuise  myself,  and  I  ha^  e  notliing  more  serious.  When  I  baTC^ 
I  will  not  be  fmind  to  neglect  it  for  tlie  spectacles.  AStet  ally 
give  me  Uie  op(*ra. 

JiiNf  27.  A  sad  miny  day«  and  I  am  not  well,  and  tiieUoa 
devils  torment  me.  Hell!  Hell!  Allah!  Allah!  Allah!  To-nor- 
row  I  will  go  and  see  Clarke  about  my  commission.  Will  it  not 
be  extraordinan*  to  see  me  in  tlie  seniceof  the  Republic?  That 
will  console  me  for  the  exile  I  lie  under  from  my  native  oona- 
try.    It  is  raining  now  like  ten  thousand  devils. 

June  28.  Called  on  Clarke  by  appouitment  I  told  Um  I 
had  two  tilings  to  mention:  First  that  as  we  had  the  Pope  bow 
in  our  grasp,  I  wislicd  him  to  consider  whctlier  we  oiigbt  not 
artfully  seduce  him  hito  writing  to  his  legate.  Dr.  Troy,  in  or* 
der  to  secure,  at  least  the  neutrality,  if  not  the  support  of  tte 
Irish  Catholic  clergy.  He  objected,  that  this  would  be  veoog- 
nizing  the  authority  of  tiie  Pope,  and  said  he  was  sore  tkftlH- 
rectory  would  make  no  public  ap|dication  of  this  aortf  beiidfi% 
flhat  it  would  be  making  the  matter  known  in  Italy.   I  replied 
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tliat  undiHibtodly  it  was  iiot  a  matter  for  an  official  applicatioiif 
but  for  private  address ;  and,  as  to  making  it  kno^sn,  it  need  not 
be  applied  for  until  tlie  last  stage  of  the  business  ;  nevertheless, 
I  merely  threw  it  out  as  a  hint  for  his  considei^ation^  without 
pressing  it  as  I  expected  no  formidable  opposition  fi*om  the 
priests  in  Ireland,  llie  other  thing  I  had  to  mention  was^  tliat 
Madgett  told  me  last  night  tliere  was  a  i)erson  going  to  London 
officially*  as  commissai*y  of  prisonei's,  and  pressed  me  very  much 
to  write  to  my  friends  by  tiiat  opportunity  :  that  I  had  only  said 
I  would  tliink  of  it,  as  I  did  not  consider  myself  at  liberty  to  take 
fioch  a  step  without  his  approbation.  That  I  wished  to  know 
whether  I  should  wTitc  or  not,  and,  if  1  were  to  write,  what 
line  I  sliould  follow  P  That,  if  I  \sere  to  allude  to  our  business, 
I  must  beg  him  to  give  me  such  information  as  he  might  think 
ftt  to  communicate,  without  at  all  wishing  to  pi-ess  him  on  the 
subject.  That,  if  I  were  not,  I  thought  it  best  not  to  write  at 
all,  as  I  was  ingenei-al  disuiclined  to  writing,  even  where  it  wiis 
necessary,  and  much  moi'e  so  in  tlie  present  instance,  where  all 
I  mxHild  liavc  to  say  would  be,  tliat  I  was  alive  and  well  in 
Paris.  Clarke  answered,  •'As  to  tliat,  your  friends  knowMt  al- 
ready." I  replied,  '•Not  tliat  I  knew  of  He  answered, 
«*  Aye,  but  I  know  it,  but  cannot  tell  you  at  present  how."  He 
then  went  on  to  tell  me  he  did  not  know  how  to  exjjlain  himself 
farther,  *<  for,  added  he,  if  I  tell  you  ever  so  little,  you  will  guess 
the  resf  So  it  seems  I  am  a  cuniung  fox  without  knowing  it 
He  gave  me^  however,  to  understand  that  he  had  a  communica- 
tion open  with  Ireland,  and  showed  me  a  paper,  asking  me  did 
I  know  the  handwriting.  I  did  not  He  then  read  a  good  deal. 
It  stetod  very  briefly,  that  fourteen  of  the  counties,  including 
tta  entire  North,  were  completely  organized  for  the  purpose  of 
Aiwwing  oir  the  English  yoke  and  establishing  our  indepen- 
teoe ;  tiittt,  in  tlie  remaining  eighteen,  the  organization  was 
aiyancing  rapidly,  and  that  it  was  so  arranged  that  tlie  inferi- 
obcjed  their  leaders,  without  examinuig  tlieir  orders,  or 
knowing  who  tliey  were,  as  every  one  knew  only  tlie  per- 
auMdinftely  abov^  him.  That  tlie  militia  were  about  20,000 
17*000  of  whom  might  be  relied  on,  tliat  tliere  were  about 
UyOOO  rq^ular  troops,  wretched  bad  ones,  who  would  soon  be 

in  case  the  business  were  attempted.    Clarke  was  going 
bnt*ntopped  here  suddenly,  and  said,  laughing,  <«  There  is 
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something  there  which  I  cannot  read  to  you, or  700  will  guess.*' 
I  begged  him  to  use  his  discretion  without  ceremony.  He  fhen 
asked  me,  did  1  know  of  this  organization?  I  replied,  that  1 
could  not,  with  truth,  say  positivelr  I  knew  it,  but  tliat  I  had 
no  manner  of  doubt  of  it :  tliat  it  was  now  twelve  months  exactly 
since  I  left  Ireland,  in  which  time,  I  was  satisfied,  much  must 
have  hern  done  in  tliat  country,  and  that  he  would  find  in  my 
mcmorialH  tliat  such  an  organization  was  then  begun,  was  rapidly 
spreading,  and.  I  had  no  doubt  would  soon  embrace  tbc  wbok 
]icople. — It  is  curif)us.  the  coincidence  between  the  paper  he  read 
nie  and  those  I  have  given  here,  tliough,  upon  second  Hiought, 
as  truth  is  uniform,  it  would  be  still  more  extraordinaiy  if  they 
.should  vary.  I  am  delighted  beyond  measure  with  thepnqp^si 
which  lias  been  made  in  Ireland  since  my  banishment  I  see 
tliey  ai^  advancing  rapidly  and  safely^  and,  personally,  nothing 
can  be  more  agreeable  to  me  than  this  coincidence  between  what 
I  have  said  and  written,  and  the  accmmts  which  I  see  they  re- 
ceive here.  The  paper  also  stated,  as  I  hail  done,  that  we  wanted 
arms,  ammunition,  and  artillery  :  in  short,  it  was  as  exact  in  all 
liai'ticulars,  as  if  the  same  person  had  written  all.  This  as- 
certains my  credit  in  P'rance  beyond  a  doubt  Clarke  then  said, 
as  to  my  business  he  was  only  waiting  for  letters  from  GenenA 
Ho(*lie,  in  onler  to  settle  it  finally :  that  I  should  have  a  r^^ 
ment  of  cavalr}',  and,  it  was  probable  it  might  be  fixed  that  day ; 
tliat  the  arrangement  of  tlie  forces  intended  for  the  expedttioB 
was  entrusted  to  Hoche,  by  which  I  see  we  shall  go  fnym  Brit- 
tany instead  of  Holland.  AlPs  one  for  that  provided  we  ga  it 
all.  I  rctumeil  Clarke  my  acknowledgments,  and  he  went  oOf 
desiring  me  not  to  mention  all  this  to  Madgett  of  whose  disoe- 
tion  lie  had  no  opinion,  (in  which  he  is  very  right)  but  ratter  to 
train  him  off  tlie  scent  by  appearing  to  think  the  business  Bik 
likely  to  be  attempted,  which  I  promised  I  would  take  can  to 
do.  We  had  then  some  good  humored  laughing  at  MadgeHf 
who  is  literally  the  greatest  P.  P.  I  ever  saw.  In  he^  tte 
<*  Cinq**  are  but  five  puppets,  whom  he  dances,  and  Caiwit  • 
soft  youth,  who  never  opens  his  mouth  but  to  utter  the  weirds 
which  he  pots  into  it  He  amuses  me  often  by  this,  as  I  Ime 
already  remarked  in  those  wise  and  engaging  memorandnHBi 
Clarke  tiien  said,  he  8U]qxised  they  would  see  me  agaia  here  m 
Ambeisador.  I  replied,  thai  if  flie  bosincss  was  undertakHV  I 
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Has  ready  to  sen'e  my  country  where  and  in  what  manner  she 
thwgfat  I  could  be  most  userul ;  that,  if  my  senices  were  neces- 
sary in  Francct  I  should  undoubtedly  be  higlily  honored  by  the 
station^  but  I  ratiicr  thought,  fi'oni  the  circumstance  of  my  be* 
ing,  perhaps,  the  only  man  so  intimately  connected  with  botli 
Catliolics  and  Dissenters,  from  tiie  station  I  held  with  the  one^ 
and  the  friendship  which,  I  miglit  say,  tlie  others  bore  me,  tliat 
I  would  be  detained  in  Ireland  in  oi*der  to  cultivate  and  ensuiT! 
that  spiiit  of  harmony  and  union,  so  essential  to  tlie  succtss  of 
our  affairs.  I  took  this  oppoKunity  to  mention  to  Clarke,  that, 
on  my  departure,  I  should  have  a  request  to  make  to  the  Direct- 
ory, viz.  that,  if  tliey  were  satisfled  with  my  conduct  liere,  they 
wfwld  be  pleased  to  signify  it  by  a  letter,  addi-essed  to  me  from 
the  President*  or  a  resolution,  or  sucli  means  as  tliey  might 
tiiink  proper,  in  order  tliat  I  might  have,  on  my  return,  atesti- 
WNiial  to  show  my  countrymen  tliat  I  had,  to  tlie  best  of  my 
poiver.  executed  their  instinjctions.  Clai*ke  said  he  was  sui-e  the 
Directory  would  readily  accede  to  my  request,  wluch  was  but 
reasonable,  and,  in  fact,  I  think  so  myself. 

**  Sueh  lerTicei  rendered,  tiieh  daugen  incarrrd, 
**  lie  himtelf  thmlu  he  ought  to  be  better  prefi.*rred.  '* 

I  have  a  fine  spot  of  ground  here,  clear  before  me  foi* 
tasfle  building,  but  I  will  not  be  in  too  great  a  hui*ry  to  lay 
tbft  first  stone.  I  have  not  got  my  ccmimission  yet,  and  it  will 
he  quits  tame  enough  when  I  am  Colonel  to  begin  dream- 
ing of  bein^  an  Ambassador.  <<  A  Colonel  of  horse  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Republic  V*  Is  it  not  most  curious  ?  Well,  after  all, 
I  begin  to  believe  my  adventures  are  a  little  extraordinary. 
Eighteen  months  ago,  it  was  a  million  to  one  that  I  should  be 
bavged  as  a  traitor,  and  now  I  am  like  to  enter  the  country  iu 
vUcli  I  was  not  thought  worthy  to  live,  at  tlie  head  of  a  regi- 
■Mt  of  horse.  It  is  singular.  P.  P.  used  always  to  be  fore- 
tdfaig  gKAt  ftings,  and  I  never  believed  him,  yet  apart  of  his 
seems  likely  to  be  verified.  He  said  that  I  had  more 
and  would  make  a  greater  figure  tlian  Plunkett  or  Bur- 
For  the  talents,  <<  n^^o/ur,"  but  for  the  figure,  tlie  devil 
it  ialo  ray  head  sometimes  that  he  was  right  I  am  very 
pleased  with  myself  this  morning,  as  I  believe  the  track  of 
■emcHWidunis  wUl  prove.  My  name  may  be  spoken  of 
jrty  and  I  trust  there  is  notiiing,  thus  far,  attached  toit  of  wliich 
I  aeed  be  ashamed.  If  ever  I  come  to  be  a  great  man,  let  me 
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never  forget  two  things.  Tlie  lionor  of  my  masters  of  the  Gene- 
ral Committee,  who  refused  to  saciifice  me  to  the  requisition 
of  Mr.  G  rattan,  and  tlio  friendsliip.  I  may  say,  of  tlie  whole 
town  of  Belfast,  in  tlie  moment  of  my  departure  into  exile.  Thes9 
are  two  instances  of  steadiness  and  spirit,  under  circumstances 
peculiarly  trying,  which  do  honor  to  them,  to  me,  and  to  our 
common  nature*  I  never  will  forget  /Arm. — Affairs  look  rather 
well  in  the  North  to-day,  and  Morcau  has  passed  tlie  Rhine  on 
three  jioints  near  Str.isbourg,  and  I  cannot  foresee  the  conse- 
quences, for  Madgett  tells  me  he  has  organized  a  revolution  in 
Swabia.  and.  if  the  poor  Emjieror  Francis  loses  that,  alter  Bra- 
bant and  the  Milanese,  what  will  he  do?   To  be  sure  the  French 
are  going  on  miraculously  this  campaign.     It  must  be  Provi- 
dence itself  which  guides  them  for  the  common  libei'ties  of  man. 
Surely,  surely  our  poor  coimtry  cannot  be  fated  to  remain  much 
longer  in  sla^eiy  to  England.    The  Milanese  have  throe  Com- 
mr^^ioncrs  now  in  Paris  to  negotiate  the  establishment  of  a  re- 
public and  the  subversion  of  tlie  Austrian  tyi'anny.    Well,  poor 
Ireland  has  a  sort  of  a  Commissioner  too,  at  Paris,  on  pretty 
much  a  like  business.   Oh !  if  the  British  \rere  once  chased  fitMn 
Ireland,  as  the  Austrians  from  Milan !  Well,  who  knows?  But 
their  damnetl  fleet  torments  me.    And  it  is  we,  ourselves,  miser- 
able rascals  that  we  are.  that  are  fighting  the  battles  of  (be  ene- 
my, and  ri  vetting  on  our  o^n  fetters  with  our  own  hands.  It  is 
terrible !   There  is  a  report  to-day  that  the  Piedmontese  are  in 
open  insurrection  :  that  the  King  of  Sardinia  has  been  tatceA  to 
fly  from  Turin,  and  take  shelter  under  the  French  flag  at  Coni. 
one  of  his  ci-devant  fortresses.  It  is  by  no  means  improbabki 
Thus,  all  tlie  world  are  emancipating  themselves  but  Irebik^ 
notwithstanding  which,  as  I  have  always  told  P.  P.,  **wearewih 
doubtedly  fhe  bravest  nation  in  Europe.*^    I  wish  I  coald  see  a 
little  moiv  of  it  though.     Well,  perhaps  I  may  by-and4ij. 
«<  /  hope  to  see  a  battle  yet  before  Idie.^  But  I  am  running  on 
with  nonsense*    Let  me  return  to  General  Clarke.   I  mentioned 
to  him  tliat  it  would  be  highly  necessary  somebody  should  he 
sent  to  Ireland  without  delay,  to  apinize  tlie  people  there  of  what 
was  going  forward.    He  said  he  was  suiprised  Aheme  did  not 
go.    I  answered,  that  he  had  not  the  means,  tiie  GovemnMHt 
having  not  yet  paid  up  his  airears.    Clariie  said,  as  to  fliB^  Iib 
knew  nothing,  but,  as  to  the  sum  necessary  for  his  iapuian 
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he  could  have  it  at  once,  I  obsencd,  tliat  it  seemed  to  me  highly 
iDdiRcreet  to  trust  a  man  so  far  as  tlie  Minister  had  trusted 
Ahemr,  even  to  giving  him  his  instructions,  and  aftenvanls  to 
break  with  him.  in  which  Clarke  concurred.  And  cei*tainlv  i1 
is  strange  conduct  in  De  la  Ci*oix,  tliough  I  am  not  soiry  on  the 
whole,  tliat  Ahemc  does  nut  go  to  Ii*eland.  Fix)m  an  cxinTssion 
of  Clarke,  I  am  led  to  supjH>se  it  passible  that  he  may  be  iiim- 
«eir  or  tlie  exiiedition.  He  has  illations  here  in  the  French  ser- 
vice, one  of  whom,  at  least,  will  go  for  IiTiand,  and  he  observ- 
fd  that  he  had  some  doubts  how  otheins  of  them,  who  remained 
in  Ireland,  would  act ;  **butn  I  believe^  added  he,  when  they  see 
Elliot  (his  cousin)  with  mef  they  will  most  probably  join  us,^* 
'File  words  with  vie^  stnick  me,  but  I  did  not  ask  him  for  aiiv 
explanation.  The  thing  will  soon  explain  itself.  He  told  nie 
)Ioreau*s  plan  for  ci*ossing  the  Rhine  had  been  ai*i*angcd  for  six 
months  back  in  the  Dii*ertoi-y,  and  the  s(Ti-et  kept  all  the  time. 
That  IS  surprising.  As  for  our  business,  it  is  wliat  the  Fi-ench 
call  **  Le  iecret  de  la  Comedie,**  but  I  cannot  help  that 

June  S9.  Madgett  tells  me  to-day  that  he  has  heai*d  from 
Duckett,  who  is.  I  understand,  a  great  blackguard,  who  has 
heard  from  a  Mr.  Morin,  who  is  I  know  not  what,  that  there 
are  to  be  two  expeditions  to  Iivland,  one  from  Flushing,  com- 
nanded  by  General  Macdonald,  an  Irishman,  and  the  otlicr 
from  Brest,  commanded  by  (leneral  Hoche.  Madgett  added 
that  he  had  endeavored  to  put  Duckett  off  the  scent,  by  saying 
that  he  did  not  believe  one  woi*d  of  the  story,  but  that  Duckett 
continued  positive*  Tlie  fact  is,  it  seems  likely  enough  to  be 
the  truth,  and  probably  is  so,  but  it  seems  mast  teri*ibly  provok- 
ing to  ha^'e  the  subject  bandied  about  for  table  talk  by  such  a 
feUow  as  this  Duckett,  to  whom,  by-the-by.  Charles  De  la 
Croix  revealed  in  confidence  all  that  he  knew  thiTc  months  ago, 
far  wlucli  lie  ought  to  be  tlamned ;  happily  at  pi*esent  he  knows 
■oddng  as  I  believe,  so  I  presume  he  will  keep  the  secret.  1 
took  this  opportunity  to  train  off  myself  a  little  fi-om  Madgett, 
hi  conscqiience  of  the  hint  which  Clarke  gave  me  yestei-day,  by 
iij^ng  that  I  was  weary,  and  sick  of  expectation,  wlien  I  saw 
p*4Htg  done,  and  tliat  my  belief  was,  that  nothing  would  be 
iOBo;  that  I  wished  I  had  my  family  in  P'rance.  and  that  I  wei*e 
seltted  quietly  In  some  little  spot,  and  well  quit  of  the  business. 
Hcezliorled  me  not  to  despair,  at  which  I  only  shook  my  head 
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sigBiicaiitlT.  like  Lord  Burleigh,  and  so  we  puted.  I  am  to 
daj  OH  mj  last  five  louis.  which  is  a  ciimmslaiice  tmly  amus- 
ing. My  regiment,  if  I  get  iU  comes  just  in  tiic  nick  of  time. 
Bat  hang  monev.  I  hate  to  tliink  of  it  and  ret  tibere  is  no  doing 
witlKNit  it.  in  this  vale  of  tears.  ••EJfodiumtur  apes^  irrUamemia 
maiaruvu^  as  the  learned  Lilly  saith  in  his  grammar.  If  that 
be  so.  I  shall  soon  be  on  the  hi^  road  to  Tirtoe,  for  I  am  like 
to  be  shortly  quit  of  all  temptation  to  ^ice.  But  bang  it  Enr  nw^ 
as  I  ha^T  said  arrhly  enough  above.  (Sings)  ••  M  nurnqf,  vume)^ 
manty  is  tfour  friend,'*  •*  Passion  of  ny  heart  and  life^  Ihan^ 
greater  mind  for  to  ent.*'  Sings)  ••  fFhtn  as  I  sat  in  Pahybm^ 
and  a  thonsand  vagrant  posies.^^  ^c.  ^  ^^t. 
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Ja/y  I.  (Sings,  with  great  courage.)  **  Oh^  Jii/y  the  first  in 
*•  Otdkridge-totcn^  there  vas  a  grievous  ftaffte.*'  We  made  no 
great  figure  that  day.  that  is  the  God's  tnidi  of  it  WelL  no 
matter,  what  is  past  is  past  We  must  see  and  do  better  tiie 
next  time:  besides,  we  pulled  up  a  little  the  year  after  it 
Auglirim.  and  made  a  most  gallant  defence  at  Limerick*  But 
I  am  writing  a  history  of  the  wars  in  Ireland*  instead  of  mind- 
ing my  business.  Suffice  it  to  say.  (God  forgive  me  for  lyin^) 
that  rte  are  undonbtedin  the  hravesi  nation  tm  Buropem  Tiat 
are.  liowever.  some  brave  men  scattered  here  and  th^r  thrwgl 
the  French  army,  but  let  that  pass.  /  hope  to  see  a  hsMo  pi 
before  I  die  I  huzza!  generally! 

July  2.  Clarke  has  been  confined  to  hu  room,  and  I  bdiofe 
to  his  bed»  for  these  four  daj-s ;  he  is  cut  down  by  ooHtfamallft- 
bor  in  his  bureau.  This  delays  my  affair  a  litUe.  I  saw  Ua 
aid-de-camp  to  day.  who  told  me  by  his  orders,  <*fliat  he  hofed 
<«to  see  me  the  day  after  to-mcwTow;  that  he  wialied  to 
'"meon  an  affair  of  great  importanoey  on  whidi  lie  mnat  aba 
«<  another  person  besides,  and  that  when  ¥re  met  we  ahodlar- 
<<  range  certain  matters. ''&c  This  is  a  flourish  to  amnaeteaU- 
de-canip,  or  perhaps  he  has  translated  Clarke  into  hia  owa 
guage :  ^^else  rohy  do  we  wrap  the  genttauam  m  anr 
treathy*  My  friend  Fleury  is,  however,  a  fine  lad»  aad  I  ham 
no  doubt  would  fight  like  a  lyger.  Apropos!  I  desire  mj 
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fi*  (nz.  P.  P.  MLss  Mar}\  and  my  doai*cst  love,)  to  take  notice 
tiiat  I  recant  even-  >ft'ord  I  have  said  bei'ctofoi-e  in  tliese  memo- 
nmdunis,  to  the  pi-ejudice  of  General  Clarke.  J\'*o.  Hie!  Hie! 
<«  Ht  in  a  talU  handsanief  pra])ei'  young  marij  with  a  face  like  a 
fkeruhinu'*  I  would  blot  out  all  the  passages  which  relle<;t  upon 
him,  but  upon  second  tlioughts,  I  will  keep  tlicm  as  a  memento 
to  prevent  my  forming  hasty  judgments  of  iieople.  In  fact  it 
was  Aheme,  Sullivan,  and  even  Madgett.  but  particularly  tlic 
two  firsts  tiiat  turned  me  against  him,  for  I  am  myself,  ^*  magna- 
HtnumSf  artless*  and  credvlous/*  as  P.  P.  used  to  say,  whereas 
they  have  been  used,  I  will  not  say  to  intrigue,  but  at  least  to 
look  at  people  intriguing  here  of  a  long  time,  which  is  some  ex- 
cuse for  them.  However,  I  have  now  made  him  the  only  recom- 
pense in  my  power,  by  reti-acting  on  the  same  ground  where  I 
ga\e  the  offence,  for  my  remarks  to  his  disadvantage  have  not 
tra\eUed  beyond  my  memorandum  book.  I  think  tliat  is  hand- 
some. 

July  3.  I  see  to  day  that  die  Channel  fleet  is  preparing  at 
Spitfaead.  to  tlie  number  of  twenty-one  sail  of  the  line,  (damn 
and  sink  them)  with  God  knows  liow  many  Admirals ;  that  the 
camps  are  not  yet  formed  in  Ireland,  but  that  vast  quantities  of 
arms  and  ammunition  ai-e  daily  imiiorted  into  that  country,  as 
also  tents  and  camp  equipage^  I  am  glad  of  that,  because  I 
hope  it  will  qipear  in  the  event,  tliat  it  is  for  us  tliat  the  wortliy 
John  Bull  is  putting  himself  to  all  this  expeitse  and  trouble.  I 
see  likewise  diat  the  British  have  taken  tliree  of  our  best  frigates, 
being  the  entire  of  a  flying  squadron,  sent  to  cruize  in  the  chops 
of  the  channel ;  that  is  damned  bad ;  but  then  again  the  French 
are  defending  tliemselves  in  St  Lucie,  like  devils  incarnate; 
flbrt  is  good.  There  arc  also  news  to  day  of  another  victory  on 
fte  Rhiiiey  hy  Moreau,  **but  this  gentleman  will  tellyaii  theper^ 
yfrfiwfai'i,**  which  are  not  yet  published ;  I  hope  it  is  true. 
Five  la  MepMiqut! 

Mf  4.  Called  to  day  on  Clarke ;  he  has  not  yet  left  his 
iWBy  80  that  I  did  not  see  him,  but  I.  saw  Fleury,  his  aid-de- 
caap^  who  brought  me  word  as  before,  that  the  General  expected 
te  ne  a  person,  in  order  to  arrange  my  business,  and  begged  1 
ivwld  call  the  day  after  to-mori'ow.  I  wrote  him  a  polite  and 
kwkr  note,  praying  him  to  lose  no  time,  and  wliich  I  gave 
Fkvy*  and  m  we  parted.    Confound  these  delays !  I  am  sick 
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of  them.  I  want  to  change  my  doniicil.  I  am  lodged  in  the 
house  of  a  little  *<  hossne,**  (anglire*  a  hunchback^)  and  she  wants 
me  to  go  to  lied  to  lici%  and  I  won^t,  for  my  virtue  forbids  it, 
and  so  she  is  out  of  humor,  and  ^-ery  troublesome  sometinies. 
To  tell  the  God*s  truth,  I  have  no  giH'tat  merit  in  my  resistance, 
for  she  is  as  rix)oked  as  a  ram^s  liorn,  (which  is  a  famous  illos- 
tration)  and  as  ugly  as  sin  besides ;  rot  her,  the  dirty  little  fag- 
goU  she  tonnents  me.  ^^  I  will  not  march  through  Coventry  with 
her^  thaPsJlatJ*^ — Moreover,  I  see  to  day  official  news,  (Buona- 
])arte*s  letter,)  that  tlie  King  of  Naples  has  concluded  an  ar- 
mistice,  witlidi-awing  all  his  trooiis  from  Beaulieu's  army, 
which  will  impugn  tlie  latter  gentleman  considerably,  particu- 
lai'ly  in  tlie  article  of  cavalry :  he  likewise  withdraws  his  ships 
from  Hotliam,  in  tlie  Mediterranean,  which  will  tend  somewhat 
to  tlie  edification  of  John  Bull,  and,  finally,  lie  sends  Prince 
Pignatelli  to  Paris,  to  negotiate  a  peace  with  the  Dii-ectory ;  I 
like  that  dearly.  The  French  always  oblige  tlie  enemy  to  come 
to  Paris  to  negotiate,  which,  besides  the  triumph,  gives  them 
prodigious  advantages.  I  hoiie  they  may  make  as  good  and  as 
haughty  a  peace  with  him,  as  tliey  have  done  viith  the  King  of 
Sardinia.  Imprimis,  I  hope  they  will  take  care  to  secure  the 
fleet;  that  is  what  tlicy  want  I  see  likewise tliat  his  Hdinefli 
has  at  last  been  obliged  to  submit,  and  Buonaparte  has  granted 
him  an  armistice,  and  he  also  sends  an  Ambassador  to  Paris  to 
negotiate.  There  is  a  pretty  batch  of  Italian  Ambassadors  just 
now  here.  Salicetti  mentions  in  his  letter  to  the  Directmy,  Aat 
in  the  conditions  gi*antefl  provisionally  to  tlie  Pope,  he  did  not 
neglect  to  avail  himself  of  the  terror  which  the  French  arms 
have  inspireil  tlu-ough  all  Italy :  I  dare  say  not  indeed,  wlio 
doubts  him?  I  am  heartily  glad  that  old  Priest  is  at  last  hid 
under  contribution  in  his  turn.  Many  a  long  century  he  and  Ida 
piiMlecessors  have  been  fleecing  all  Europe,  but  thedayof  retri- 
buti«)ii  is  (*ome  at  last :  and  besides,  I  am  strongly  tempted  to 
hope  tliat  tliis  is  but  the  beginning  of  his  sorrows.  Wdl,  I 
must  S4*e  if  we  cannot  make  something  out  of  him  touching  oar 
aflhir,  as  1  hinted  to  Clarke  already.  It  is  also  said,  with  pon- 
flileiirc*,  that  the  French  have  taken  possession  quietly  of  Lig« 
horn.  I  hope  tliat  is  true  for  fifty  reasons ;  among  others^  Johi 
Bull  I  know  has  generally  a  bale  or  two  of  broad  clofl^  and  a 
few  cases  of  hardware  stored  up  there,  and  the  BepnUkperiyqia 
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has  occasion  for  tlicm,  and  as  he  has  passed  sundry  wise  and 
humane  laws  touching  French  and  Dutch  propeiiiy,  I  want  to 
see  how  lie  will  like  a  little  confiscation  in  his  turn,  I  do  not  see 
where  he  will  victual  and  water  his  Mediterranean  fleet  now, 
unless  it  bo  in  his  kingdom  of  Corsica,  which,  by  all  accounts, 
is  in  a  fair  'way  to  be  speedily  reiluced  to  the  circumference  of 
Bastia  and  its  environs.  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  tlic  viceroy,  has 
found  that  the  air  of  Corsica  disagreed  witli  him,  so  he  is  gone 
to  England  for  liis  health!  It  would  not,  to  be  sure,  be  decent 
for  tlie  King*s  representative  to  fall  into  tlie  hands  of  republi- 
cans and  rebels.  What  would  I  give  that  anotlier  of  his  sacred 
Majesty *8  representatives  found  himself  suddenly  attacked  with 
the  same  complaint !  Well,  all  in  good  time,  we  shall  see.  1 
hear  nofliing  of  Moreau's  victory,  mentioned  in  yestcrday*H 
memorandum,  so  I  suppose  it  is  premature. 

Jutff  5.  *^  *Twas  a  sad  rainy  nightj  but  the  morning  is 
Jine***  I  think  it  rains  as  much  at  Paris,  as  in  Ireland,  and  tliat 
kills  me.  I  am  devoured  this  day  with  tlie  spleen,  and  I  have 
not  settled  with  Clarke  yet,  and  every  tiling  torments  me. 
Time!  Time!  I  never  felt  the  tndium  \it9d  in  my  life,  till  the 
last  two  or  three  months,  but  at  present  I  do  suffer  dreadfully, 
that  is  the  trutli  of  it  Only  tliiiik,  there  is  not  at  this  moment, 
man,  woman,  nor  cliild  in  Pai'is,  that  cares  one  farthing  if  I 
were  hanged,  at  least  for  my  sake.  I  may  say  tlie  Executive 
Directory  are  my  nearest  connections,  Charles  De  la  Croix»  my 
chosen  of  ten  tliousand,  and  General  Clarke,  the  friend  of  my 
bosom ;  certainly  I  respect  tliem  all,  and  >ftish  them  sincerely 
well  (HI  every  account,  but  I  would  rather  spend  an  hour  talk- 
ii^  nonsense  with  P.  P.  than  a  week  with  any  one  of  tliem, 
laving  at  all  times  my  business  here.  I  do  not  speak  of  the  loss 
of  tbe  fiociety  of  my  dearest  love,  and  our  little  family,  for  thai 
is  not  to  be  replaced.  Well,  if  ever  I  find  myself  at  Paris,  Am- 
tnm  Ireland,  I  will  make  myself  amends  for  my  for- 
frivations;  **IvnlL  by  the  Ood  of  war I*^  And  I  will  have 
P«  P«  iMre  ioo^  and  I  will  give  him  choice  Burgundy  to  drink> 
mi  BMimmf  and  Matty,  and  Miss  Mary,  and  he  and  1  will  go 
te  the  opem  togetiier,  and  we  will  be  as  happy  as  the  day  is  long. 
"  VUkma ^ glory,  spare  my  aching  sight**  This  is  choice  castle 
WBihig^  but  what  better  can  I  do  just  now  to  amuse  myself? 
IViSing  as  these  memorandums  arc.  they  ai*e  a  great  rescnirco  to 
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me,  for  wlien  I  am  writing  tlicm,  I  always  fancy  I  am  rhattinp 
Mitli  P.  P.  and  my  deaiTst  love.  I  wish  I  had  my  commissioii 
tliougii :  I  long  to  sec  myself  in  regimentals.  (Sings)  ^*Zaund^ 
rU  soon  he  a  briffodier/*^  That  is  choice. 

Evenings  5  o*cl(Kk.  It  was  not  for  notliing  that  I  have  been 
in  the  hoii'oi's  all  the  forenoon.  On  the  26th  May,  I  wrote  to 
my  wife,  to  Rowan,  and  Dr.  Reynolds,  respecting  tlie  immediate 
ivmovnl  of  my  family  to  France :  and  to  day  I  sec  in  an  En- 
glish imper  given  me  by  Sullivan,  that  tlie  vessel  wliich  carried 
my  letter,  an  American,  tlie  Argus,  Capt.  Fanning,  was  cairied 
into  Plymouth  on  the  35th  June  last  and  is  detained.  That  is 
jdeoHant:  This  e\  ent  throws  my  private  affairs  into  unspeaka- 
l)Ie  confusion,  and  I  am  too  angiy  just  now  to  see  how  to  rectify 
them.  I  was  this  ^ery  morning  counting  that  my  dearest  hn'e 
would  have  my  lettiT  in  about  a  forinight.  Was  there  ever  any 
thing  s»  distressing?  These  are  tlie  fruits  of  tlie  American  trea- 
ty, but  it  is  hard  my  iNX)r  little  family  should  suffer  for  it.  See 
Iiow  tlieir  fifteen  stri])es  are  i-esiiocted  by  England!  I  am  infi- 
nitely enibai*rassed  by  this  event:  one  thing  consoles  me;  in 
all  my  letters,  I  have  hardly  mentioned  one  word  of  politicsy  or 
of  my  business  here,  and  tlie  little  I  have  said  is  calculated  to 
mislead ;  for  at  the  time  I  wroto«  appeai*aiices  were  as  gloomy 
SIS  iK)ssiblc.  Well,  this  is  the  second  time  in  my  life  I  am  in- 
debted for  a  siTious  evil  to  master  John  Bull.  He  hunted  me 
(Hit  of  my  own  country  first,  and  now  lie  is  preventing  me  fhim 
bringing  my  family  to  France :  and  does  he  tliink  I  will  fiorgel 
ail  that?  No!  tliat  I  won^t  no  inoi*e  than  his  attempt  to  {ireflB  me 
for  a  sailor  on  my  passage  out  to  America.  Well,  it  does  not 
signify  cursing  or  swearing :  I  am  in  too  great  a  fury  to  write 
any  longer.  God  knows  now  when  my  family  will  get  my  kt* 
tei*s.  or  whether  they  will  ever  get  them. 

July  6.  Saw  Clarke  tliis  morning;  he  is  almost  recovered; 
and  tells  me  my  business  is  delayed  solely  by  the  absence  of 
Cioneral  Hoche,  who  is  coming  up  with  all  privacy  to  Fteiste 
confer  with  the  Dii^ectory ;  tliat  on  his  arrival  e^'ery  thing  wHl 
be  settled ;  that  I  must  be  inti'oduced  to  him,  and  commmucate 
w  ith  him,  and  most  probably  return  with  him  to  the  army  when 
my  |iresence  would  be  necessary.  All  this  is  veiygood.  Idnll 
be  glad  to  be  introduced  to  Hoclie  ;  it  looks  like  serious  bosi- 
iiess.   Harkc  idsci  t(dd  mc  he  wanted  to  haw  my  commissis* 
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expedited  instantly  by  the  Minister  of  War,  but  that  Carnot 
hid  decided  to  wait  for  Ilochc.    I  told  him  it  was  the  same  to 
me*  and  also  begged  to  know  when  he  exiiected  Hochc.    He  i-c* 
plied,  <<  Every  day."  I  tlien  took  occasion  to  mention  the  state 
of  my  finances,  tliat  in  two  or  three  days  I  should  be  run  out, 
uid  rdied  upon  him  to  prevent  my  falling  into  difficulties.    He 
asked  me  could  1  carry  on  the  war  some  little  time  longer  ?  I 
ansi^-ered,  I  could  not^  for  tliat  I  did  not  know  a  soul  in  Pains, 
but  tiie  Government   He  seemed  a  little  taken  aback  at  this, 
by  which  I  see  that  money  is  not  tlieir  forte  at  present  Danm  it 
for  me  !  I  am  sure  I  wish  there  was  not  a  guinea  in  tlie  world. 
So  here  I  am,  with  escactly  two  louis  in  my  exchequer,  negotiat- 
ing widi  the  French  Government,  and  planning  revolutions.    I 
must  say  it  is  ti"uly  original.  <<  Crescit  anior  nummif  quantum 
ifta  pecunia  cresciU**  That  is  not  tnie  as  to  me,  for  my  passion 
increases  as  my  funds  diminish.  I  reckon  I  am  the  poorest  Am- 
bassador to-day  in  Pai-is,  but  tliat  gives  me  no  great  concern. 
Hiizxa!  Vive  laRepubliquc!    **  When  Christmas  comes  abmit 
againt  Oh  then  I  shall  have  money***  To  be  sure  I  am  writing 
most  egregious  nonsense,  mais  cist  igaL  I  told  Clarke  of  tlie 
miscarriage  o(  my  letters,  by  way  of  precaution  against  cei'tain 
nnknown  appreheasions  which  I  felt    How  lucky  it  was  tliat  I 
hardly  mentioned  a  word  of  my  business  to  any  one.  Well,  La- 
zanw  Heche,  I  wish  you  wei-e  come  with  all  my  soul.  Here  I 
am  **in  petpiexity  and  doubtful  dilemma,"  waiting  your  arri- 
▼aL  Sad!  Sad!  I  am  gnawing  my  very  soul  with  anxiety  and 
expectation.   And  then  I  have  a  vision  of  poverty  in  tlie  back 
ground,  which  is  truly  alarming.  **  0  civesnciveSf  quaprendapc" 
amia  primumJ*  I  think  I  will  stop,  for  tlie  present,  with  this  pa- 
thetic iqipeal  to  the  citiacen  Directors.  I  had  like  to  forget  that  af- 
iving  Clarke,  I  sat  do^an  in  an  outside  room,  and  wrote  him 
ij  desiring  him  to  apply  to  Carnot  for  such  assistance  in  the 
he  mig^t  think  fit ;  adding  tliat  any  money  advanc- 
edte  Wft,  was  to  be  considered  as  advanced  on  public  account  and 
ttat  I  mraM  call  on  him  tlie  day  after  to-morrow.  In  the  mean 
Umb  I  will  devour  my  discontents,  *^  and  in  this  harsh  world 
*^4twm  wff  hreath  with  pain.**   May  be  my  friend  Lazarus, 
"via  If  moi  dead,  hut  sleepeth^**  may  make  his  appearance  b> 
IkflktiBe*  It  is,  to  be  sure,  most  excessively  ridiculous,  <<  vu  les 

actndles^**  tliat  I  should  be  run  out  of  money. 
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Clarke  told  mc  Jourdan  had  recrosscd  the  Rhine  at  Nenwied, 
and  gained  anotlier  victor}' ;  Moreau's  victory  is  confinued ;  he 
is  now  beyond  Ofiembourg*  and  has  cut  off  the  communication 
between  Wurmser  and  the  Archduke  Charles.  Vive  la  Re- 
publique! 

July  7.  In  (M^er  to  divert  myself^  and  get  rid  of  a  littk  of 
my  su[)erfluous  cash,  I  went  last  night  to  tiie  opera,  where*  by- 
tlic-by,  I  go  most  frequently.  I  am  more  and  more  pleased  wifli 
tiiat  spectacle.  Nothing  can  be  more  perfect  in  its  kind,  than  the 
representation  of  (Edipe  a  Colonne*  It  is  a  complete  Greek  trage- 
dy, represented  in  music  Adrien  is  (Edipus ;  Rousseau  is  Fbly- 
nices :  Lays,  Theseus,  and  Madame  Cheron,  Antigone.  I  have 
seen  it  now  I  believe  a  dozen  times,  and  am  e^'ery  time  DMHre  pleas- 
ed witii  it,  which  is  a  rarething  to  be  able  to  say  of  an  opehu  I 
am  not  sure  that  tiie  QSdipus  of  Adrien,  is  not  the  first  fnece  of 
acting  I  ever  saw,  on  any  theatre  without  exception.  He  reminds 
me  in  many  places  of  Remble,  but  Adrien  Ib  superior.  Madame 
Cheron  is  a  deliglitiul  actress  ;  without  being  handsome  she  is 
excessively  interesting.  Le  DeBerteur  was  the  ballet,  which  I 
have  also  seen  I  know  not  how  often.  It  is  the  triumph  of  Goy- 
on  in  Montauciel.  and  of  Millot  in  the  «« Orand  Ctmim."  Tin 
tiieatre  is  a  charming  delusion,  «*i}  sooths  my  ioii<  to  mortd 
«^  angtashf**  as  P.  P.  says ;  if  it  were  not  for  that  what  Bhoold  I 
do  in  Paris  ?  I  tiiink  I  will  go  now  and  scold  Monroe  about  flie 
captore  of  tlie  Argus,  and  miscarriage  of  my  letters.  Sat  witk 
Monroe  above  an  hour,  and  like  him  very  much.  Drank  a  bo^ 
tic  of  wine  and  prosed  with  Madgett  in  the  evening  ai  Ite 
Champs  Elysees.    Stopid  enough,  God  knows. 

Ju/y  8.  Called  on  Clarke.  He  tells  roe  my  commlsBioii  irfll 
be  made  out  in  two  or  three  days,  I  returned  him  my  mdkmnt* 
leiigments.  As  soon  as  I  I'eccive  it  must  call  on  Canst  ti 
tiiank  him.  Fixed  witii  Clarke  to  call  on  him  regularly  mmrf 
other  day.  Lazarus  is  not  yet  arrived  and  be  hanged.  Ito 
moment  lie  comes,  Clarke  is  to  let  me  know.  I  am  snrpriaed  at 
the  sang  froid  with  which  1  view  this  aSiEur  of  my  rogimnit^  hat 
it  is  my  temper.  I  am  sure  if  I  were  made  an  emperor  it  iradl 
not  in  tlie  least  degree  elevate  my  spirits,  though  on  some  pointi  I 
am  susceptible  enough.  Is  that  in  my  favor,  oc  not?  for  111  he 
hanged  if  I  know.  No  matter ;  **Je  taitf ,  oomms  je  niit,'*  nd 
that  is  enough  about  myself  fidr  tbe  moment  Moren  hn  had 
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what  other  nations  would  call  another  victory ;  but  what  we 
content  ourselves  witli  calling  an  advantage.  Tlie  Fi-ench  ti-oops 
Kaled  the  highest  of  the  Black  Mountains,  and  stormed  a  i-c- 
doubt  on  the  summit ;  the  General,  *•  whose  name  I  knaiv  twU  but 
vhose  person  1  reverence***  being  the  first  to  leap  into  the  fosse. 
Remember  that,  Mr.  le  Colonel !  If  a  man  will  command  French 
troops,  he  must  be  rather  brave ;  and  besides  I  shall  have  the 
honor  of  the  sod  to  support  WelL  I  will  do  my  best  Home 
Tooke  had  good  reason  to  say  tliat  the  French  Generals  not  only 
gave  the  command,  but  the  example  to  tlieir  soldiei*s.  They  are 
noble  fellows,  that  is  the  truth  of  it  Pray  God  we  may  imitate 
their  glorious  example.  But  I  have  no  doubt  we  will.  The 
Irish  are  a  very  brave  people,  and  we  have  a  famous  good  cause 
to  support  I  see  in  the  papers  that  Lady  Elliot  is  ordered  by 
her  physicians  to  the  baths  of  Lucca,  the  air  of  Corsica  disa- 
greeing with  her  also,  as  well  as  with  her  spouse.  These  remo- 
vals bode  ill  for  the  kingdom  of  Corsica.  I  see  also  the  poor 
Emperor  has  made  an  application  to  the  Empress  of  Russia  for 
assistance ;  and  what  assistance,  in  God's  name,  do  you  think 
she  has  given  him  ?  A  declaration,  addressed  to  the  petty  princes 
of  Germany,  calling  on  them,  poor  devils,  to  assist  the  head  of 
the  empire,  and  telling  tliem  it  is  a  shame  for  them  not  to  support 
him  better;  and  that  she  is  quite  surprised  at  them  for  her  partf 
4^  After  all  it  Ls  a  more  decent  declaration  tlian  Brunswick^ 
but  I  do  not  believe  it  will  have  a  prodigious  effect  on  the  army 
of  the  Rhine,  or  that  of  Sambre  and  Bleuse.  But  to  return  to 
our  own  aflkirs.  I  reminded  Clarke  about  the  Pope,  and  told 
hiffl  that  the  Legate  for  Ireland  was  Cardinal  Antonelli,  and 
fluit  if  we  could  artfully  get  a  line  from  him  to  Dr.  Troy,  it 
idght  pethaps  save  us  some  trouble.  Clarke  promised  to  tliink 
«f  it  He  also  told  me  tliat  my  proclamation  had  been  translat- 
•i  infea  IVench,  to  lay  before  the  Directory.  If  they  adopt  it, 
it  win  be  a  decisive  proof  of  the  integrity  of  their  principles  as 
to  Iniaiid,  fin*  I  have  worded  e\'ery  thing  as  strongly  in  our  fa- 
ts I  luew  how,  and  have  made  no  stipulations  for  any  re* 
as  to  France ;  but  left  every  thing  to  tiie  justice,  honor, 
gratitBde  of  the  Irish  people.  I  am  sure  it  is  with  regard  to 
herself^  the  wisest  course,  and,  therefore,  I  hope  they 
■qr  adopt  ny  proclamation. 
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July  9.  By  dint  of  perseverance  I  am  getting  tlinNigh  the  re- 
mainder of  my  cash.    When  I  am  near  being  run  out  I  am  al- 
^'ay8  more  exb*avagant ;  and,  like  the  <<01d  Batchelor/' run  into 
the  danger  to  avoid  the  apprehension.    Last  niglit  I  was  at  tiie 
theati^  Vaudevillcy  where  I  Avas  exceedingly  amused  by  *<ib»- 
<<  ardfils  de  son  perCf**  a  parody  of  <<0«oar.  JUs  ^(hmanJ^  La- 
porte  who  played  Hazard,  imitated  Talma  in  Oscar  incompar- 
ably*  He  beats  Jack  Bannister,  for  mimicry*  all  to  nothing 
and  that  is  a  bold  word.   But  1  am  always  alone  at  these  fliea- 
tres,  and  tbat  kills  me.    I  wish  my  deai*est  love  were  faere^  and 
P.  P.  To  day  I  scaled  Mount  Martre,  all  alone,  and  had  a  mag- 
nificent view  of  Paris  under  my  feet,  but  it  is  terrible  to  have 
nobody  to  speak  to,  or  to  communicate  the  million  of  observa- 
tions which  ^^rise  and  shintf  evaporate  and  JaW^  in  my  mind. 
Money!  Money!  Money!  I  declare  for  my  part  I  believe  it  is 
gone  clear  under  the  ground.   I  have  tliis  day  six  crowns  in 
silver,  being  ^of  dissipated  wealth  the  snuUl  remains*^*  Sad! 
Sad!  I  hope  citizen  Camot  may  <<frtJ  his  treasurer  diiAune six 
pounds  to  pay  my  debts.*^   Otherwise  tiic  consequences,  I  ibar, 
will  be  truly  alarming.   In  tiic  evening  loimged  all  akme,  as 
usual,  to  the  Champs  Elysees,  and  drank  coflbe  by  myaoIC    It 
is  dismal,  tiiis  solitude.   For  society,  I  might  as  well  be  in  Arap 
bia  Dcserta,  not  Arabia  Felix.    Well,  as  Kite  says,  it  i$  all  far 
the  good  of  the  service*   If  I  have  not  passed  almost  six  tedioiii 
months  in  France^  I  wonder  at  it    I  am  sure  my  comtiy  is 
much  my  debtor,  if  not  for  what  I  have  done,  at  least  fiir  lAat 
I  have  sufiTered  on  account  of  her  liberty.  Well,  I  do  not  gm^gB 
it  to  her,  and  if  e^-er  she  is  able  she  will  rewaid  me,  and  I  ttink 
by  that  time  I  will  have  desen-ed  it  at  her  hands.    To-momiir 
I  will  go  see  Clarke,  and  hear  what  he  has  to  say  for  huMsU 
He  assures  mo,  for  I  asked  him  a  second  time  for  (greater  certain- 
ty, that  my  friends  in  Ii-eland  know  I  am  here.   I  am  heaHO|j 
glad  of  it   I  was  dreaming  all  last  night  of  Plunkett  and  Potar 
Burrowes,  and  George  Knox,  and  I  believe  it  is  that  wliidi  hSM 
thrown  me  into  the  blue  devils  all  this  day.  I  remember  8wUL 
makes  tiie  remark  as  to  dreams,  that  their  complexion  infliWMXi 
«mr  temper  the  whole  day  after,  and  I  believe  he  is  rights  Per- 
haps the  marvellous  state  of  my  finances  may  a  little  oontritato 
to  plunge  me  into  a  state  of  tender  melanclKdyy  fiir  ShenstaM 
saysy  there  is  a  close  connection  between  the  animal  apirite  aad 
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tiie  breeclies  pocket  Aristotle  lias  many  fine  things  on  tliat  sub- 
ject O  Loi'd!  0  LonI!  tliese  ai-e  but  sickly  jokes.  Itwon*tdo. 
^Croaker  U  a  rhynu  for  Joker^  Poor  Dick  /"  IJind  I  have  a 
fndigions  affection  for  the  Louis.  That  is  not  so  bad.  I  think  I 
will  leave  oflT,  while  I  am  welL  I  have  made  diverse  ineflfectual 
efforts  to  sing,  in  this  day's  journal,  all  for  the  amusement  of 
Hatty  and  Miss  Mary,  and  P.  P.  What  ai*e  tliey  doing  tliis 
evening  ?  Oh  that  I  had  them  all  witli  me,  and  every  thing  ar- 
ranged to  my  mind.    I  wish  I  had  my  commission,  thouglu 

(Jbi^.]      Oh  nyt  dis  Frog,  I  will  |{o  rid«r,  KUt)  alone,  ke. 
Ob  tmy  this  Frog,  1  will  go  ride,  Kittjr  aloiie  and  I. 
Oh  layt  thn  F'^og,  I  will  go  ride,  with  sword  and  pistol  by  mjr  side. 
Cock  ma  Karjr,  Kittj  alone,  Kittj  alone  and  I. 

That  quotation  I  take  to  be  inimitable,  I  do  not  recollect  any 
thing  from  P.  P.  which  exceeds  it  I  know  green  envy  will 
gnaw  his  soul  at  the  jx^nisal. 

July  10.  It  is  in  vain  to  deny  it,  my  journal  of  yesterday  is 
as  dull  as  a  post  I  think  I  have  not  seen  any  thing  more  stu- 
pid* and  there  is  a  sort  of  pert  affectation  of  being  witty,  for 
which  I  deserve  to  be  kicked.  *<  Gentle  dullness  ever  loved  a 
jokcm"  Well,  let  me  mind  my  business.  It  is  raining  all  this 
bkfsed  day  like  ten  tliousand  devils,  so  that  I  could  not  go  to 
darkens  till  an  hour  and  a  lialf  after  tlie  proiier  time,  and  he 
was  tlien  g^iie  out  I  saw  Fleury,  however,  who  had  nothing 
to  tril  me  but  tliat  the  citadel  of  Milan  had  surrendei*ed,  with 
S98OO  prisoners,  and  150  pieces  of  cannon.  Mantua,  alone,  i*e- 
mains  to  tiie  Austrians,  and  it  is  closely  besieged  by  60,000 
men*  The  French  are  certainly  in  Leghorn,  but  the  oflScial  de- 
i^tclies  are  not  yet  arrived,  and  this  is  all  the  news.  I  left  word 
I  would  call  to-morrow,  and  took  my  leave.  I  am  sick  as  a 
dog  of  these  delays. 

Jwhf  11.  Called  on  Clai*ke,  who  took  down  my  name,  and 
fte  day  and  place  of  my  birth,  in  order  to  have  my  commission 
np^  whidi  ho  expects  to  have  done  to-morrow.  He  was 
dvily  and  mentioned  that  if  it  rested  with  him,  tlie  busi- 
■m  would  have  been  done  long  since.  He  tlien  asked  me  did 
I  faMiw  one  Duckett?  I  answered  I  did  not,  nor  did  I  desire  to 
kaoir  him*  He  asked,  why  ?  I  answered,  I  understood  from 
Madgett^  and  others,  tliat  he  was  a  blackguard.  He  seemed  a 
Sttfe  taken  aback  at  this,  and  said,  <*  Ay,  but  he  is  clever.*'  I 
I  knew  nothing  more  about  him.  that  it  was  disagree- 
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able  to  me  to  speak  ill  of  any  body,  especially  of  a  person  ^rhon. 
I  knew  merely  by  report,  but  in  a  business  of  such  consequence 
as  ours,  I  felt  it  niy  duty  to  speak  without  the  least  reserve.* 
Clarke  said,  <« Undoubtedly,"  and  so  the  matter  rested.  I  am  to 
call  the  day  after  to-morrow,  at  which  time  I  hope  my  eternal 
commission  will  be  ready.  Bought  the  ^  Begltmtnt  pour  k  mt- 
vice  de  la  Cavaltrie^^^  and  sat  down  to  study  it  I  must  get  a 
sensible  $ou9  offider  (non-commissioned  oiBcer,)  to  drill  me  a 
little  before  I  join  tlic  regiment  I  am  tired  now  of  tactics,  so  1 
think  I  will  go  walk  a  little  to  refresh  me.  Evening,  Tactics! 
Tactics!  I  wish  I  was  as  good  an  officer  of  cavalry  as  Marshal 
Schweidnitz,    I  may  say  or  sing  witli  my  friend  Montaudelf 

Maudit  I'infepial  Sam  eelte  ctrkare, 

Paiirur  de  griraoire,  Et  ftiiu  la  lecture, 

Dont  reapric  fatal  Ne  peat  on,  Morblea, 

Mit  dant  aa  lofinoire.  Manger,  rire  ct  boire. 

Teat  re  bacchanal.  Marcher  a  la  gloire» 

Rt  eoarir  an  feu. 

I  glory  in  those  lines ;  they  arc  the  veritable  sentiments  of  a  French 
dragoon.   Huzza !  I  shall  be  a  drngoon  myself  one  of  those  days, 

(Sfnjv.)    Oh  there  waa  a  captain  of  Irith  dragoona, 

Wat  quartered  in  the  town  of  Kflkenny,  oh ! 

JuZy  12,  Battle  oJAughrim.  As  I  was  sitting  in  my  cahiM^ 
studying  my  tactics,  a  person  knocked  at  the  door,  who^  oa 
opening  it,  proved  to  be  a  dragotm  of  tlie  tiiird  regiment  He 
brought  me  a  note  from  Clai*ke,  infonning  me  that  the  pemNi 
he  mentioned  was  arrived,  and  desired  to  see  me  at  one  d'dock. 
1  ran  off  directly  to  the  Luxembourg,  and  was  shewed  iali 
Fleur}**s  cabinet,  where  I  remained  till  three,  when  flie  door  qMh 
ed,  and  a  very  handsome  well  made  young  fellow,  in  a  hniwB 
coat  and  nankeen  pantaloons,  entered,  and  said,  <<  VomM 
etes  le  citoyen  Smith?'*  I  thought  he  was  a  chef  de  barean, 
replied,  <<  Ouu  citoyen^  je  m^appelle  Smith.**  He  said,  <«  Vk 
appelcTif  missis  je  crois  Wdje  Tone^*  I  replied,  <<  Out,  riftifwi, 
dst  man  veritable  nam.**  *^Eh  Irien,**  replied  he,  ^jemmh 
General  Hoche.**  At  these  words  I  mentioned  that  I  IumI  Ar« 
long  time  been  desirous  of  the  honor  I  then  eiyoyed,  to  flnl  mj- 
self  in  his  company ;  <<  Into  hia  armi  I  $oom  did  Jh/f  and  fftsrv 
embraced  him  tenderly.**  He  then  said  he  presumed  I  waa  Ibi 
author  of  the  memorandums  which  had  been  transmitted  toUflu 
I  said  I  was.  Well,  said  he,  thercareoneor  twopoiBtil  mmft 
to  consult  you  on.  He  then  proceeded  to  aak  m^  in  caae  of  Iht 
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lauuiing  being  effectuated,  might  he  rely  on  finding  pravisions, 
and  particularly  bi-ead?  I  said  it  would  be  imiKxssible  to  make 
any  arrangements  in  Ireland,  previous  to  tlie  landing,  because 
€f  the  surveillance  of  the  Government,  but  if  that  wci«  once  ac- 
complisiied.  there  would  be  no  want  of  provisions  ;  that  Ireland 
abounded  in  cattle,  and,  as  for  bi'ead,  I  saw  by  the  Gazette  that 
there  was  not  only  no  deficiency  of  corn,  but  tliat  she  was  able 
to  sup(i!y  England,  in  a  great  degi-ee^  during  the  late  alarming 
scarcity  in  that  country,  and  I  assured  him,  that  if  the  French 
were  once  in  Ireland,  lie  might  ivly  that,  whoever  wanted  bread, 
they  should  not  want  it — He  seemed  satisfied  witli  tliis,  and  pi*o- 
ooeded  to  ask  me,  might  we  count  upon  being  able  to  form  a 
provisory  Government,  eitlier  of  the  Catliolic  Committee,  men- 
tioned in  my  memorials,  or  of  the  chiefs  of  tlie  Defendei'sr  I 
thought  I  saw  an  open  here,  to  come  at  tlie  number  of  ti^oops  in- 
tended for  us,  and  replied,  that  tliat  would  depend  on  the  force 
which  might  be  landed :  if  tiiat  foi*ce  wei-e  but  trifling,  I  could 
not  pretend  to  say  how  they  might  act,  but  if  it  was  considera- 
ble, I  had  no  doubt  of  tiieir  co-operation.  <*  Undoubtedly,"  re- 
plied he,  <^  men  will  not  sacrifice  themselves,  when  tliey  do  not 
8M  a  reasonable  prospect  of  support ;  but,  if  I  go,  you  may  be 
mre  I  will  go  in  sufiicient  force."  He  tlien  asked,  did  I  tliiiik 
ten  thousand  men  would  decide  tliem?  I  answered,  undoubtedly, 
bat  that  early  in  tlic  business  the  Minister  had  spoken  to  me  of 
two  thoniBand,  and  that  I  had  i-eplied  tliat  such  a  number  could 
ellect  nothing.  No,  replied  he,  they  would  be  overwhelmed  be- 
fore any  one  could  join  them.  I  replied  I  was  glad  to  hear  him 
give  that  <^nion,  as  it  was  pi'ecLsely  what  I  had  stated  to  the 
Minister,  and  I  repeated  tliat,  with  the  force  he  mentioned,  I 
oonld  have  no  doubt  of  support  and  co-opei-ation  sufficient  to  form 
a  ftwiaory  Government.  He  tlien  asked  me  what  I  thought  of 
fta  Priestly  or  was  it  likely  tliey  would  give  us  any  trouble? 
I  leplled  I  certainly  did  not  calculate  on  their  assistance,  but 
did  I  think  they  would  be  able  to  give  us  any  effectual 
;  that  their  influence  over  the  minds  of  tlie  common 
exceedingly  diminished  of  late,  and  1  instanced  the 

af  the  Defenders,  so  often  mentioned  in  my  memorials,  and 
in  Ihew  memorandums.  I  explained  all  tliis,  at  some  length,  to 
ooncliided  by  saying,  that,  in  prudence,  we  should  avoid 
as  pomibk  shocking  their  prejudices  unnecessarily. 

Vol.  II — ^so 
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and  tliat,  witli  common  discretion,  I  thought  we  might  secure 
their  neutrality  at  least,  if  not  tlieir  support  I  mentioned  this 
merely  as  my  opinion,  but  added  that,  in  die  contrary  event,  I  ^^'as 
satisfied  it  would  be  absolutely  impossible  for  them  to  take  the 
people  out  of  our  hands.  We  then  came  to  the  army.  He  asked 
me  hnw  I  thought  they  would  act?  I  replied,  for  the  regulars  I 
could  not  pretend  to  say,  but  that  they  were  WTetched  bad  troops ; 
for  the  militiiu  I  hoped  and  believed  tliat  when  wo  were  once 
organized,  they  would  not  only  not  oppose  us,  but  come  over  to 
the  cause  of  their  country  en  masse ;  nevertheless,  I  desired  him 
to  calculate  on  their  opposition,  and  make  his  arrangements  ac- 
conlingly ;  that  it  was  tlic  safe  policy,  and  if  it  become  necessa- 
ry, it  was  so  nnicli  gained.  He  said  he  would,  undoubtedly, 
make  his  aii'angements  so  as  to  leave  notliing  to  chance  that 
could  be  guarded  against ;  tliat  he  would  come  in  force,  and 
bring  great  quantities  of  arms,  ammunition,  stores,  and  artil- 
lery, and,  for  his  ow*n  reputation,  sec  that  all  the  arrangements 
were  made  on  a  proper  scale.  I  was  very  glad  to  hear  him  speak 
thus :  it  sets  my  mind  at  ease  on  diverse  points.  He  then  said 
tliere  was  one  im)X)i'tant  point  remaining,  on  which  he  desired  Id 
be  satisfied,  and  that  was  what  form  of  Government  we  wooU 
adopt  on  the  event  of  our  success?  I  was  going  to  answer  him 
with  great  earnestness,  when  General  Clarke  entered,  to  re- 
quest we  would  come  to  dinner  with  citizen  Camot  We  ac- 
conlingly  adjourned  the  conversation  to  the  apartment  of  the 
President,  where  we  found  Camot  and  one  or  two  more.  Hochfl^ 
after  some  lime,  took  nic  aside  and  repeated  his  question.  I  re- 
plied, «  Most  undoubtedly,  a  Republic. '*  He  |sked  again,  •<  Was 
I  sure?*'  I  said  as  sure  as  I  could  be  of  any  thing;  tiiat  1  knew 
nobody  in  Ireland  who  thought  of  any  other  system,  mv  did  I 
believe  there  was  any  body  who  dreamt  of  monarchy.  He  asked 
me,  was  there  no  danger  of  the  Catholics  setting  up  one  of  iMr 
chiefs  for  King?  I  replied,  <<Not  tlie  smallest,''  and  tiiat  flien 
were  no  chiefs  amongst  them  of  that  kind  of  eminence.  TUs  is 
the  old  business  again,  but  I  believe  I  satisfied  Hoche ;  it  looks 
well  to  see  him  so  anxious  on  that  topic,  on  which  he  pitssed  nut 
more  than  on  all  the  others.  Camot  joined  us  here,  with  a  podL* 
et  map  of  Ireland  in  his  hand,  and  the  conversatioQ 
pretty  general  between  Clarke,  Hoche.  and  him,  eveiy 
else  having  left  the  room.  I  said  scarcely  any  thing,  as  I  wish- 
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d  to  listen.  Horlic  iTlated  to  Camot  the  substance  of  what  had 
passed  lietwceii  liim  and  nic«  AVhen  he  mentioned  hLs  anxiety 
as  to  bread,  Camot  laughed,  and  said,  <<  Thei-e  is  plenty  of  beef 
in  Ireland;  if  you  cannot  get  bi-ead,  you  must  eat  beef.'*  I  tohi 
him  I  hoped  they  would  find  enough  of  botli ;  adding,  that  witli- 
iutlie  last  t>^Tnty  years  Ii-eland  had  become  a  gi'eat  com  coun- 
try, 80  that,  at  present,  it  made  a  considerable  ai'ticle  in  her  ex- 
ports. Tiiey  tlien  ]>roceeded  to  confer,  but  I  found  it  difficult  tt) 
foUow  them,  as  it  was  in  fact  a  suite  of  former  ccmversations,  at 
which  I  had  not  assisted,  and  besides,  tiiey  s|)oke  w  itli  tlie  i*a])id' 
ity  ot  Frenchmen.  I  collected,  however,  if  I  am  right,  that 
tliere  will  be  two  landings,  one  from  Holland,  near  Belfast,  and 
the  other  from  Britanny,  in  Connaught ;  thsit  there  will  be,  I 
suppose,  in  botli  embarkations,  not  less  than  ten,  nor  moi-e  than 
fifteen  tliousand  men  :  twelve  thousand  was  also  mentioned,  but 
I  did  not  hear  any  time  specified.  Carnot  said  *^  It  will  be,  to  be 
mire,  a  most  brilliant  operation.'*  And  well  may  he  say  so,  if 
he  succeeds.  We  tlien  went  to  dinner,  which  was  veiy  well 
sened,  witliout  being  luxurious.  We  had  two  courses,  and  a 
desert  There  were  present  about  sixteen  or  eighteen  persons, 
Madame  Camot,  her  sister,  and  sister-in-law,  Carnot,  his  bro- 
ther, Hoclie^  Truguet,  the  Minister  of  Marine,  Clarke,  two  or 
three  officers,  and  Laganle,  the  Secretaire  General.  I  sate  by 
Hocbe.  After  coffee  was  ser^'ed,  we  rose,  and  Camot,  Hoche, 
Truguet,  Lacuee,  and  Clarke^  retired  to  a  cabinet  and  held  a 
rouncil  on  Irish  affairs,  which  lasted  from  six  to  nine  o'clock. 
In  the  mean  time,  I  walked  with  Lagarde  in  the  gardens  of  the 
Lozembourg,  where  we  listened  to  a  symphony  i^erformed  in 
tike  apartments  of  La  Revcillierc  Lepaux,  who  is  lodged  over 
Camot.  Lagarde  tells  me  that  La  Reveilliere  lias  concerts  con- 
tiBBallyy  and  tliat  music  is  liis  gi-eat  resource  after  the  fatigues 
if  Uabuaiiiefls,  which  are  immense.  At  nine  tlie  council  broke  up, 
aad  I  walked  away  with  Clai*ke;  he  said  every  thing  was 
aettiedy  and  that  he  had  himself  much  trouble  to  bring 
thing  to  bear,  but  tliat  at  last  he  hail  succeeded.  I  wishetl 
Um  joff  most  sincerely,  and  fixing  to  call  uiwn  him  to-morrow 
at  twelve,  we  parted. — ^I'liis  was  a  grand  day ;  I  dined  with  the 
ncaident  of  the  Executive  Directory  of  France,  beyond  all 
caaipaiison  the  moat  iUusti*ious  station  in  Europe.  I  am  very  proud 
if  1^  becanae  it  has  come  fairly  in  the  line  of  my  duty,  and : 
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have  made  no  unworthy  sacrifices  to  obtain  it.   I  like  Camoly 
extremely,  and  Hoche,  I  tliink,  vet  better. 

July  13.  I  cannot  lielp  tliis  morning  thinking  of  Gil  Bias, 
when  he  was  Secretary  to  tlie  Duke  of  Lerroa.  Yesterday  I 
dined  witli  Camot,  and  to-day  I  should  be  puzzled  to  raise  a 
guinea.  I  am  almost  on  my  last  louis,  and  my  commission  is 
not  yet  made  out,  though  Clarke  tolls  me  it  is  done ;  but  I  will 
never  believe  him  till  I  have  it  in  my  hand.  I  will  piidi  him  to- 
day, that  is  positive.  Allons!  Saw  Clarke;  nothing  new;  mj 
commission  not  yet  come.  **  Damn  it  for  mt;  Lard  pardon  me 
for  swearing.*^  I  charged  Clai*ke  witli  great  vigor,  and  he 
promised  positively  for  after  to-morrow,  at  farthest  So  I  must 
wait,  and  1  am  tired  waiting.  Hoche  called  for  a  mommt  on 
Clarke,  to  say  tliat  he  had  no  further  questions  to  propose  to  me* 
So  matters  i*est !  1  wish,  however,  I  was  after  studying  the 
language  of  the  birds. 

f  July  14.  Taking  of  theBasHUj  1789. ,  No  business  !  Hoche 
yesterday  praised  Sir  Sydney  Smith,  now  prisoner  in  Paris,  as 
a  gallant  officer:  he  saiil,  *^Il  a  une  rude  reputation  en  Bre- 
tagntf**  and  that  tliere  was  liardly  a  cape  or  headland  an  fte 
coast,  which  was  not  marked  by  some  of  his  exploits.  I  like  ta 
hear  one  brave  man  praise  another.  Camot  said  Hiey  woaU 
take  cai*e  of  him  for  some  time,  and  that  he  should  certainly  not 
be  exchanged.  I  am  glad  of  tliat  too,  for  one  or  t¥n)  reasooBi 
Hoche  also  spoke  of  the  ig^norance  of  the  Bretons ;  he  says  tliej 
know  no  more  of  the  real  state  of  the  Revolution  than  the  inha 
bitants  of  Tartary ;  tiiat  they  always  call  the  Govenunent  He 
Convention,  and  had  a  report,  when  he  set  oflT,  that  the  CmTOh 
tion  had  ordered  the  Pope  to  the  bar.  I  think  there  is  no  put 
of  Ireland  more  igpioranty  by  his  account  Camot  said  he  WM 
satisfied  that  Babceuf 's  plot  was  the  work  of  the  Grieam  flie* 
tion.  When  I  walked  in  the  garden  with  Lagarde,  whoni  I  fimad 
very  conversable,  we  spd^e  of  the  astonishing  successes  ef  tte 
armies,  particularly  ct  the  army  of  Italy.  He  assured  me  Ihil^ 
before  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  he  trembled  toar  the  efwl; 
that  the  reluctance  of  the  jeunesse  to  join  their  ookm  WM 
almost  insurmountable ;  that  the  Government  was  oUiged  ta 
employ  the  most  rigorous  measures,  even  to  lying  tlwm  Mck 
and  heels,  and  transporting  them  in  that  mannor,  on  carti^  ta 
the  army ;  and  yel^  said  he,  you  see  how thej ll^t,  foralllhat. 
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It  is,  to  be  sure,  most  astonishing.  Hoche  yesterday  told  Clarke, 
speaking  of  me,  that  he  had  got  me  by  heart  Was  that  by  way 
of  compliment!  ^^Ha!  there  may  be  two  meanings  in  that/** 
either  that  he  had  studied  my  memorials  diligently,  which  is 
good,  or  that  he  had  fathomed  me  in  one  conversation,  which  is 
not  quite  so  flattering :  I  fear  he  does  ^^spy  into  tlie  bottom  of 
this  Jnatice  Shallow.**  No  matter !  no  matter !  Let  me  see  and 
get  the  business  done.  If  that  is  once  eifet^ted,  it  is  of  very  little 
consequence  whether  I  have  any  talents  or  not  Huzza !  I  am 
in  a  good  humor  to-day. 

Julif  15.  Blank  !    Dull  as  a  post  all  day. 

My  16.  Saw  Clarke.  He  tells  me  the  arrcte  of  tlie  Direc- 
lory  for  my  commission  will  be  signed  to-day,  and  that  he  will 
wtAe  to  tiie  Minister  at  War  to  send  back  the  brevet  to  him,  so 
that  I  shall  have  it  by  to-morrow  at  tw^elve  o'clock.  All  that  is 
very  good ;  but  still,  as  I  have  said  already  six  and  fifty  times, 
<<  Would  I  could  see  it,  quoth  blind  Hugh.''  He  tells  me,  aJso,  that 
ttereis  achang^e  in  the  arrangement  The  cavalry  of  the  cidevant 
Lfgiim  de  Police  has  been  formed  into  a  regiment  of  dragoons,  the 
twenty-first  The  Colonel  had  given  the  Directory  to  understand 
there  were  supernumeraries  of  men  and  horses  enough  to  form  a 
■eoond  regiment,  which  was  intended  for  me.  It  appeared,  how- 
ever, on  inspection,  that  the  contrary  is  the  fact,  for  the  twenty- 
first  is  dfoi  ten  men  short  of  its  complement  In  consequence, 
I  am  to  aorve  in  the  infantr}*,  with  the  rank  of  Chef  de  Brigade, 
wbich  amwers  to  that  of  Colonel ;  and  Clarke  tells  me  the  pay 
and  rank  are  the  same,  with  less  trouble.  One  must  not  look  a 
gift  hone  in  the  mouth ;  so  I  said,  of  course,  I  was  perfectly 
niHiedy  and  wo  parted  tlic  best  friends  in  the  world,  and  I  am 
ta  fffCnm  to-morrow  at  twelve  for  this  weary  brevet  Called 
m  MndgBtt  on  my  way  home,  to  desire  him  to  find  me  two  louis 
te  twe  days  at  fuHiest^  for  I  am  just  now  run  out,  and  I 
katn  mj  lodgings  to  pay  for  in  tliree  days  from  this,  which 
ttuMf  for  I  dread  my  little  bossue  of  a  landlady  more 
Ae  owmy  a  thousand  times ;  but  Madgett  has  promised  to 
«9f^nw,ttidio 


who  Ulk  of  feir  i 
<*  Ow  «Md«^  itrength  will  Isngh  ■  liege  to  Noro, 


If 


lisigBt  to  mmrt^*"  in  its  place,  that  Hoche  has  a  famous  cut  ot 
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a  sabro  down  his  forehead,  eyebrow,  and  one  side  of  his  nose. 
He  was  pretty  near  the  enemy  when  lie  got  that  and,  luckily, 
it  does  not  at  all  disfigure  him.  lie  is  hut  two  and  thu'ty.  Jour- 
dan  five  and  tliirty,  Buonapsii-tc  twenty-nine,  Morcau  aboat 
tliirty,  and  Pichegnu  who  is  tlie  oldest  of  all,  about  six  and 
tliirty.  Tlie  French  have  no  old  generals  in  senice :  it  is  tlieir 
policy  to  employ  young  men,  and  the  event  has  showed  they  are 
light  Moreau  and  Jounlan  continue  to  drive  the  Austrians 
before  them,  in  all  quai*tei*s.  Every  Gazette  brings  new  victo- 
ries, Ko  tliat  now  we  are  beginning  not  to  mind  tiienu — In  the 
evening,  the  opera :  I'ai'are,  (which  I  have  scon  twenty  times.) 
It  is  brilliant,  but  the  music  by  Salieri  vei^  inferior  to  that  of 
Gluck.  Adrien,  in  the  Sultan,  was  magnificently  dressed,  in  tiie 
Indian  costume :  every  tiling,  down  to  his  slippers,  was  com- 
pletely Indian  :  but  I  have  already  remarked,  fifty  times,  the 
scrupulous  attention  tlie  Fi-ench  actoi-s  pay  to  costume.  Rous- 
seau, in  Calpigi.  and  Mademoiselle  Gavaudan,  in  Spiiietta,  are 
incomparable.  They  arc  the  originals  of  Beaumarchais.  Lai- 
nez  was  Tarare,  Mdc.  Ponteuil,  Astasie ;  altogether,  it  is  a 
charming  spectacle.  In  one  of  the  ballets  tliere  is  a  charming 
pas  de  trois,  by  Nivelon,  Duchemin,  and  Coiilon,  to  tlie  air  of 
tlie  Folits  d'Espagne.  It  is  almost  as  good  as  the  Pas  Busbcv 
by  Nivelon  and  Milliere,  in  Panurge. 

July  17.  Called,  as  usual,  on  Clai*ke.  My  eternal  brevet  not 
yet  come  from  the  War  Office,  but  he  gave  orders  to  Flenry  to 
write  again  to  the  Minister  to  have  it  sent  directly.  He  tells 
me  Hochc  will  leave  town  in  two  or  three  days,  and  that  he  will 
endeavor  to  give  mc  a  comer  in  his  carriage,  if  possible.  I 
answered,  it  would  be  highly  flattering  to  me  to  have  the  honor 
of  travelling  witli  him ;  at  the  same  time,  I  hoped  be  would 
give  mc  a  few  days  notice,  as  I  had  no  clothes  but  habiU  tut' 
geois^  &c.  He  said  he  could  not  be  sure  to  give  me  four  and 
twenty  hours  notice,  and  as  to  regimentals,  I  could  get  theM 
made  up  at  quarters.  I  replied,  as  to  myself,  1  was  readj  at  a 
moment,  and  tlic  sooner  the  better*  He  then  desired  me  to  call 
every  day  at  twelve,  and  we  parted.  So,  here  I  am»  at  flim^ 
anchor,  ready  to  cut  and  run.  As  to  money  matters,  I  am  ex- 
tremely embarrassed ;  I  have  not  a  guinea.  I  think  I 
WTite  to  Camot  and  demand  a  supply.  I  am  sure  I  have 
to  expect  that  much  iirom  the  French  Government;  at  Hn 
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timef  God  knows  whether  I  shall  get  it  or  not,  and  at  any  rate, 
it  is  cursed  disagreeable  to  be  obliged  to  make  tlie  application, 
bat  what  can  1  do  ?  Damn  the  money,  for  me ;  I  wish  it  was  in 
the  bottom  of  the  sea.  This  embarassmcnt  is  a  drawback  on  the 
pleasure  I  should  otherwise  feel  at  the  pi-omising  ap^iearance  of 
oar  business.  Sat  down  and  wrate  two  pages  of  a  letter  to  my 
dearest  life  and  love,  informing  her  very  obscurely  of  my  suc- 
cess here,  and  of  my  having  obtained  tlie  rank  of  Chefde  Bri- 
f^ade;  desiring  her  to  sell  off  evei-y  thing,  and  embark  in  the 
first  vessel  for  Havre  de  Grace.  I  will  not  finish  my  letter  for 
I  day  or  two,  till  I  see  how  tilings  turn  out  on  one  or  two  topics. 
I  do  not  write  to  Rowan  or  Dr.  Reynolds,  because^  as  my  l&st 
letters  were  intercepted  and  carried  to  England,  I  do  not  like  to 
ron  any  more  risques.  I  forgot  to  mention  in  its  place  a  trifling 
anecdote.  The  day  I  dined  witli  Caniot,  Hociie*s  aid-de  camp 
came  up  to  me,  and  asked  me  how  I  liked  my  reception  in 
France.  I  vented  some  compliments  on  the  nation  :  <<  Yes,"  re- 
plied he^  ^  but  you  have  been  well  received,  pai-ticulai*ly.''  I  an- 
swered, the  French  were  ever  i*emarked  for  tlieir  politeness  and 
hospitality  to  strangers.  He  then  stmck  at  me  dii'cctly :  <«  Yes," 
said  be*  <*  but  you  are  here  on  some  private  negotiation ;  you 
**  are  accredited  P"  I  looked  up  in  his  face  with  infinite  good 
humor,  and  did  not  reply  one  word.  He  repeated  his  question, 
and  I  continued  to  smile  on  him  with  all  possible  stupidity ; 
so  he  found  he  could  make  nothing  of  it,  and,  turning  on  his  heel, 
left  mc.    He  was,  I  thought,  a  sad  impudent  fellow. 

Jmijf  18.  Rose  early  tliis  morning  and  wrote  a  threatening 
letter  to  citizen  Camot,  telling  him  ^Ifhe  did  not  put  Jive  pounds 

^ma  sarfm jrfoce, ! !"  It  is  written  in  French,  and  I  have  a 

oofj.  God  forgive  me  for  calling  it  Fi'ench,  for  I  believe, 
pmperiy  speaking*  it  is  no  language :  however,  he  will  under- 
itead  that  money  is  the  drift  of  it,  and  that  is  the  main  point. 
CaDed  at  twelve  on  Clarke.  At  last  he  has  got  my  brevet  from 
te  Minister  at  War.  It  is  for  the  rank  of  Chef  de  Brigade, 
mi  bean  date  the  1st  Messidor.  (June  19tli.)  It  remains  now 
tale  aigaed  by  Camot  and  Lagarde,  which  will  be  done  to-day, 
nri  taHBorrow,  at  nine,  I  am  to  pass  muster.  <<  To-morrrnVf 
^^Inpear,  ht/  nine  of  the  dock^  I  shall  see  Sir  Andrew  Barton^ 
^A^ffef  Clarke  embraced  me  on  giving  me  the  brevet  and 
me  as  a  brother  oiBcer ;  so  did  Fleury,  and  my  heart 
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ivas  so  full,  I  could  iiardly  reply  to  eitlier  of  them.  I  am  as 
proud  as  Punch.  Who  "Aould  have  tliought  this,  the  day  I  left 
the  Lough  of  Belfast  ?  I  would  have  tliought  it,  and  I  did  think 
it  That  is  manly  and  decided,  as  P.  P.  used  to  say.  I  now 
write  myself  Chef  de  Brigade,  <'  tn  any  hillf  bondf  quittance,  or 
**  obligation — ^nnigero.**  Huzza!  Huzza!  Let  me  have  done  with 
my  nonsense  and  huzzaing,  and  mind  my  business.  Clarke  asked 
me,  would  ^-e  consent,  in  Ireland,  to  let  the  French  have  a  di- 
rect interference  in  our  Government  ?  adding,  that  it  might  be 
necessary,  as  it  was  actually  in  Holland,  where,  if  it  were  not 
for  the  continual  superintendence  of  the  French,  they  would 
suffer  their  tliroats  to  be  cut  again  by  tlie  Stadtholder.  I  an- 
swered that,  undoubtedly,  tlie  French  must  have  a  veiy  great 
influence  on  the  measures  of  our  Government,  in  case  we  suc- 
ceeded, but  tiiat  I  thought,  if  they  were  wise,  tliey  would  not 
expect  any  direct  interference :  ailding,  that  tlie  most  efiectaal 
way  to  have  power  with  us«  would  be  to  apjx^ar  not  to  desire  it 
I  added  that  for  tliat  reason,  I  hoped  whoever  was  sent  in  flie 
civil  department  would  be  a  very  sensible,  cool  man,  because  a 
great  deal  would  depend  on  his  address.  Clarke  replied,  *•  We 
intend  to  send  nobody  but  you.**  That  stunned  me  a  little.  What 
could  he  mean  P  Am  I  to  begin  by  representing  the  Frendi 
Republic  in  Ireland,  instead  of  representing  tlie  Irish  RepubUc 
in  France  ^  ^lam puzzled  in  mazes*  and  perplexed  Tcith errvTM/' 
I  must  have  this  explained  in  to-morrow*s  conversation.  Clarke 
then  went  on  to  say,  they  had  no  security  for  what  form  of  ga- 
vemment  we  might  adopt  in  case  of  success.  I  replied,  I  had 
no  securit}'  to  offer  but  my  decided  opinion,  tliat  ^"e  wonM 
blish  a  Republic.  He  objected,  that  we  might  establish  an 
tocratic  Republic,  like  that  of  Genoa.  I  assured  him  the 
cracy  of  Ireland  were  not  such  favorites  with  the  people,  that 
we  should  spill  our  blood  to  establish  their  power.  He  flien 
^  Perhaps,  after  all.  vre  might  choose  a  King ;  that  then 
'<  no  security  against  that  but  information,  and  that  flie  peofle 
**  of  Ireland  were  in  general  very  ignorant"  1  asked  him,  in  God's 
name,  whom  would  we  choose,  or  where  would  we  go  look  fv 
aRing?  Hesaid,  <'May  betheDukeofTMiL?''  I  assured  hfaii» 
that  he,  w  his  aid-de-camp,  Fleury,  who  was  present  had  tJl 
as  good,  and  indeed  a  much  better  chance,  than  his  lU^yami^ 
Bess;  and  I  added,  that  we  neitiier  loved  the  English  peofhin 
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general,  nor  his  M^jcsty^s  family  in  particular,  so  well  as  to 
choose  one  of  them  for  our  King,  supposing,  what  was  not  tlic 
case,  that  tlic  superstition  of  royalty  yet  lumg  about  us.  As  to  the 
ignorance  of  our  peasantry,  I  admitted  it  was  in  genei*al  too 
true,  tlianks  to  our  execrable  Government,  whose  policy  it  was 
to  keep  them  in  a  state  of  bai*bai*ism  ;  but  I  could  answer  for 
the  information  of  the  Dissenters,  who  were  tlioi*oughly  enlight- 
ened and  sincere  republicans,  and  who,  I  had  no  doubt,  would 
direct  the  public  sentiment  in  framing  a  government  lie  tlien 
asked,  was  there  nobody  among  ourselves  that  had  any  chance, 
supposing  the  tide  should  set  in  favor  of  monarchy  ?  I  replied, 
•*Not  one.''  He  asked,  <*  Would  the  Duke  of  Leinstcr,  for 
"  example  ?"  I  replied,  "  No :  that  every  body  loved  and 
'*  liked  the  Duke,  because  he  was  a  good  man,  and  always  I'e- 
^  sided  and  spent  his  fortune  in  Ireland ;  but  that  he  by  no  means 
^'poaaessed  that  kind  of  character,  or  talents,  which  might  elc- 
<<  Tate  him  to  that  station. ''  He  then  asked  me  again,  ^  Could 
**  1  think  of  nobody  ?"  I  replied,  <•  I  could  not ;  that  Lord 
^  Moini  was  the  only  person  I  could  recollect,  who  might  have 
«*  had  the  least  chance,  but  that  he  had  blown  his  reputation  to 
« pieces  by  accepting  a  command  against  France ;  and,  after 
**  him,  there  was  nobody."  Well,*'  said  Clarke,  <<  may  be,  after 
*■  all,  yoa  will  choose  one  of  your  own  leaders ;  who  knows  but 
■^  it  may  be  ifounelfT**  I  replied,  we  had  no  leaders  of  a  rank 
or  deacriptioB  likely  to  arrive  at  that  degree  of  eminence ;  anil, 
as  to  myself,  I  neither  had  the  desire  nor  tlie  talents  to  aspire 
so  high.  Well,  that  is  enough  of  royalty  for  the  present  We 
then,  lor  the  hundredth  time,  beat  over  the  old  ground  about 
the  priestB,  witliout  however,  starting  any  fresh  ideas ;  and  I 
up  all  by  telling  him,  tliat  as  to  religion,  my  belief 
ahoold  content  ourselves  witli  pulling  down  the  Estab« 
it,  without  setting  up  any  other :  that  we  would  have  no 

nliglon,  but  let  every  sect  pay  their  own  clergy  voluntas 
t^jr;  aad  that,  as  to  royalty  and  aristocracy,  they  were  both 
iritaas  in  Ireland  to  that  degree,  that  I  apprehended  much  more 
Ageaenl  maasacre  of  the  gentry,  and  a  distribution  of  the  en- 
fln  of  fteir  property,  than  tiie  establishment  of  any  form  of  go- 
tiiat  would  perpetuate  their  influence ;  that  I  hoped 
would  not  happen,  and  that  I,  for  one,  woukl  do 
ril  Ihat  lay  in  my  power  to  prevent  it  beraiise  I  did  not  like  to 
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s])ill  the  blood,  even  of  llie  guilty :  at  the  same  time,  that  the 
pride,  n-uelty,  and  oppression  of  the  Irish  aristocracy  mere  so 
giTat,  that  I  ap])irhended  e\  eiy  excess  from  the  just  resentment 
of  the  ])eople.  llie  convei-sation  endetl  here.  Clai^we  gstxe  me 
Ilocho's  addivss.  and  desired  me  to  c^il  on  Fleury  to-morrow, 
at  nine,  and  Uiat  he  wouhi  introduce  me  at  the  War  Office,  where 
I  must  puss  re\iew. — From  Clarke  I  went  to  tlie  Luxembourg, 
where  1  liad  an  audience  of  Caniot  I  tohl  him  I  was  come,  in 
the  first  place,  to  return  him  my  acknowle<Igments  forthehig^ 
honor  conferi-ed  on  me  by  the  Dii-ectory,  in  giving  me  the  rank 
of  Chef  de  Brigade  in  the  armies  of  tlie  Republic ;  and  I  men- 
tioned tliut,  as  Genenil  Clarke  had  told  me  tliat  I  should  pro- 
bably be  ordei'Cfl  to  join  my  regiment  at  a  day's  notice,  and  as 
my  resouiTcs  were  entiroly  exhausted,  I  had  taken  Uie  liberty 
to  aildi'ess  a  short  memorial  to  him,  i*equesting  a  supply.  He 
asked  me,  **Ilad  I  spoken  to  Clarke  ?*'  I  said,  not  explicitly  on 
that  suliject.  lie  then  ran  his  eyes  over  my  letter  and  desired 
me  to  give  it  to  Clarke,  and  that  he  would  roport  upon  it  to  him, 
and  see  what  was  to  be  done.  1  tlien  t«M>k  my  leave.  Camot*s 
manner  was  very  Iriendly,  but  I  see  no  great  certainty  of  die 
cash.  1  iTturned  to  Clarke,  and  wrote  him  a  note  enclosing  my 
memorial,  and  iTquesting  his  goo<l  offices,  &c. :  adding,  that  if 
ever  I  roached  my  own  countrj',  and  had  it  in  my  power  to 
render  any  senice  to  a  friend  of  his,  he  might  command  me. 
That  is  a  little  stroke  of  intrigue.  ^^  I  hare  a  thing  in  me  thai 
•*  yon  leant;  you  do  mr,  I  do  f^mr,*'  as  Lolly  says.  All  fair! 
Ail  fair  !  M'ent  in  the  evening  boldly  to  tlie  opera,  as  usual. 
rieasant  enough.  Renuud  and  the  Ballet  de  Psyche.  Rousseau 
excellent  in  Renaud,  as  he  is  in  ever}'  tiling.  Poor  little  Che- 
vigny  fell  in  the  ballet  and  spniined  her  ancle.  I  waa  in  a 
fright,  like  a  gcNHl  soul  as  I  am,  for  1  thought  she  struck  her 
bivast  against  the  ste])s  of  the  altar,  and  tliat  would  ha\'e  been  a 
thousand  pities,  for  slie  is  a  charming  dancer. 

July  19.  I  am  \\  citing  those  memorandums  at  four  o'ckick  in 
the  nuu-ning,  for  sometimes  I  cannot  sleep.  I  missed  a  famoiM 
cpiotation  yesterday,  in  the  manner  of  P.  P.  When  I  said  ttat 
Car  not  would  collect  that  money  was  tlie  object  of  my  letter»  I 
should  have  added,  •<  That  I  made  him  a  harangytf  of  wAtek 
the  waiter  understood  not  a  single  word  but  Brandy^  on  whiiA  ke 
disappeared  and  returned  in  an  instant  with  the  noggin.^^   CalM 


■•—  i^a 


JOURNAL  OF  JULY,  1796.  163 

on  Fleury  at  9  o*clock,  and  walked  with  him  to  the  War  Oflico. 
When  wc  arrived,  found,  like  a  couple  of  wise  heads,  that  we  had 
forgot  my  commhision ;  so  that  business  is  }K>sti)oned  till  to-mor- 
row.   He  tells  me  tlie  pay  is  35  francs  in  cash,  and  600  in  man- 
dats,  per  month,  with  three  rations  of  meat,  amounting  to  one 
and  a  half  pounds,  and  three  of  bi*ead,  to  four  and  a  half.  besicU^s 
haricots*  salt,  and  wood,  to  1  know  not  what  amount  But  in  God^s 
name  what  shall  I  do  with  bread  and  meat  ?   After  all  I  fear  I 
must  consult  Madgett,  and  that  is  what  I  do  not  wisli  to  do. 
WelJ,  well,  1  will  wait,  at  all  events,  till  to-mon'ow,  when  I  will 
see  what  impression  I  can  makcuiion  Clarke,  concerning  trade 
affairs.  •«  Oh,  if  the  States  Oentral  would  but  pay  me  achat  they 
mveme/**  I  am  exc^^lingly  embarrassed  with  my  rations.  Went 
muzzing  with  Madgett,   in  tlie  evening  ;  as  we  weiv  wsdking 
through  tlie  Thuilleries,  who  should  we  meet,  full  plump,  but 
my  old  friend  Stone  of  Hackney,  walking  with  Helen  Mana 
Williams,   authoress  of  tlie  Letters  on  Fi*ance.    1  was  fairly 
caught,  for  I  have  avoided  Stone  ever  since  my  arrival,  not  tiiat 
I  know  any  thing  to  his  prejudice,  but  that  I  guard  tlie  incogni- 
to.  He  made  me  promise  to  call  on  him  to-morrow,  and  as  he 
is  already  acquainted  with  almost  tlie  whole  of  my  histoiy,  I 
will  tell  himtlmtl  am  here  memorializing  the  French  Govern- 
ment for  some  compensation  for  what  I  have  suffered  in  their  cause^ 
and  that  if  I  succeed,  I  mean  to  settle  in  Fi*ance.    That  is  the 
tmtlu  but  not  tlie  whole  truth.   Went  on  witli  Madgett,  and 
drank  punch ;  told  him  of  my  commission,  having  fii-st  sworn 
him  to  secrecy.    What  shall  I  do  with  my  rations  ?    To-mor- 
nw  I  will  see  Clarke,   and  leai*ii  what  reiiort  he  makes  on  my 
letter  to  Camot    If  they  would  pay  me  tliose  £  150,  it  would 
art  me  at  my  ease,  but  1  doubt  it  very  much.    I  want  money 

Mjf  SO.  Called  at  Clarke*s,  and  saw  Fleur}%  who  gave  mo 
■7  hrevcty  signed  by  Carnot,  and  so  now  I  am  to  all  intents 
aad  pnrpoflest  Chef  de  Brigade  in  the  service  of  tlie  Republic. 
Flony  is  to  bring  me  to-morrow  at  nine  to  the  CommissaiiTi  Ur- 
tomitim,  to  pass  review,  and  from  thence  to  tlie  Treasury,  to 
noeive  a  montli's  pay,  so  Vogue  la  galere  i  Fleur^^  also  told  me 
If  Clarke*B  orders,  anotlier  tiling  not  quite  so  agreeable,  viz  : 
Hut  CamolfB  answer  to  my  memorial  wius  tliat  he  thought  a 
!*•  pay,  in  advance,  a  handsome  compensation ;  ncverthe- 
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less,  if  I  thoaght  othen;\isov  he  desired  tliat  I  might  sig^iry  to 
Clarke^  \«'hat  I  deemed  reasonahle.  I  desu'ed  Fleury  to  tell 
Clarke,  I  would  consider  of  it  and  let  him  know  tlie  iTsult  to- 
morrowy  or  tlie  day  after.  I  do  not  tliiuk  it  at  all  a  comjiensa- 
tion.  What  Is  a  month's  pay  i  £SSls.  6d*  sterling.  It  is  absolute- 
ly notliing.  I  will  put  it  to  Camoty  as  a  debt  of  honor,  and  let 
him  pay  it  or  not,  as  he  pleases.  As  to  my  rations,  I  am  quite 
at  a  loss,  to  know  how  1  sliall  manage  with  them.  A  French- 
man would  soon  s?ttle  it,  but  it  is  a  different  thing  with  a 
foiTigner. 

JtUtf  21.  Went  to  pass  my  review,  with  the  Commissaire 
Oi*donnateur;  obliged  to  return  for  an  order,  from  the  Minister 
of  War,  to  receive  my  pay  at  Paiis.  Wrote  to  Clarke,  put- 
ling  my  compensation  to  Camot  as  a  debt  of  honor,  and  gave 
my  letter  to  Fleury- 

JiUy  2S.  Called  at  darkens,  on  Fleui^ ;  coming  out  met 
General  Hoche,  who  desired  to  see  me  to-morrow  mornings  at 
seven  o'clock,  in  order  to  talk  over  our  business,  and  settle  about 
my  leaving  Paiis.  That  looks  like  business ;  Huzza !  Huzza  ! 
I  am  always  huzzaing,  like  a  blockiiead.  Went  to  the  Com- 
missaire  and  passed  my  i-eview ;  from  that  to  the  Treasury, 
where  the  forms  ai-e  teiribly  slow.  I  received  for  my  month's 
pay,  35  francs  in  casli,  600  in  mandats,  woilh  to  day  5M,  and 
300  in  assignats,  worth,  I  suppose,  about  Sd.  It  is  no  great 
tilings,  but  hang  tlie  money.  Dined  very  jileasantly  with  Stone 
and  Helen  Maria  Williams.  All  our  politics  English,  Stone 
was  very  heai'ty,  butH.  M.  Williams  is  Miss  Jane  Bull,  com- 
pletely. 1  was  quite  genteel  and  agreeable.  Wrote  to  Monroe^ 
to  know  if  I  migiit,  in  case  of  necessity,  draw  on  him  for  i£50. 
Bed  very  early ;  tliinking  of  my  intci-view  with  Hoche. 

July  23.  Called  on  Hoche,  at  seven,  and  found  him  in  bedy 
tiilking  with  two  Generals,  whom  I  did  not  know.  One  is  go- 
ing to  Italy,  very  much  against  the  grain.  General  Sherlo^ 
called  in.  I  collect  from  what  he  said,  that  he  is  to  be  <tf  oar  ex- 
pedition, and  tliat  he  docs  not  know  it  himself  yet  After  thej 
were  gonef  Hoche  asked  me  *•  When  1  would  be  ready  to  leave 
to^Ti  s**  I  answered,  I  was  at  his  orders,  but  wished,  if  possible^ 
to  have  four  or  five  days  to  make  some  little  arrangements.  He 
said,  by  all  means ;  Uiat  be  proposed  leaving  town  in  seven 
days  himself,  and  that,  if  he  could,  be  would  give  me  a  seat  in 
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Ub  carriage,  but  if  not,  he  would  settle  that  I  should  tra^'el  with 
General  Cherin,  his  most  particular  friend,  who  was  to  have  a 
oommand  in  the  business,  but  to  wiiom,  as  yet,  he  had  not  opened 
himself  on  tlie  subject  1  made  my  acknowledgments,  and  asked 
him«  at  the  same  time,  whether  my  appearance  at  head  quarters 
might  not  give  rise  to  some  suspicions,  fit)m  tlie  circumstance  of 
my  being  a  foreigner?  Ho  replied,  he  would  settle  me  in  a  village 
near  Bennes,  his  head  quarters,  where  I  should  be  incognito, 
and,  at  tlie  same  time,  witliin  his  reach.  I  asked  him  tlien,  was 
he  apprized  of  tlie  Directory  ha\  ing  honored  me  with  tlie  rank 
of  Chef  de  Brigade:  He  replied  he  was«  and  made  me  his  com- 
pliment- I  tlien  obser\'ed  to  iiim,  I  presumed  1  should  be  of 
roost  service  in  some  situation  neai*  his  person ;  that  1  spoke 
French,  as  he  might obserxe,  very  imperfectly  ;  ncveHheless,  I 
could  make  myself  understood,  and  as  he  did  not  speak  English, 
I  might  be  useful  in  his  communications  with  tlie  people  of 
Ireland.  He  replied,  «* Leave  all  tliat  to  me;  as  soon  as  you 
join*  and  that  your  regiment  is  formeil,  I  will  apply  for  the 
rank  of  Adjutant  General  for  you ;  tliat  will  place  you  at  once 
in  the  Etat  Major,  and  besides,  you  must  be  in  a  situation  where 
you  may  have  acommand,  if  nece&sai-y."  I  returned  him  a  thou- 
sand thanks :  and  he  proceeded  to  ask  me,  ^  D  id  I  think  it  was  like- 
ly that  the  men  of  property,  or  any  of  them,  wished  for  a  revolu- 
tion in  Ireland?'*  I  n*plicd,  <«  Most  certainly  not,''  and  that  he 
should  redLon  on  ail  the  opposition  that  class  could  give  1dm ; 
that,  however,  it  was  possible  that  when  the  business  was  once 
commenced,  some  of  tliem  might  join  us  on  speculation,  but  that 
it  would  be  sorely  against  their  real  sentiments.  He  then  asked 
m  <<Did  I  know  Arthur  O'Connor?"  1  replied,  1  did,  and  tliat 
I  entertained  the  highest  opinion  of  his  talents,  principles,  and 
patriotisni.  He  asked  me,  *•  Did  he  not  sometime  ago  make  an 
cipiogion  in  the  Irish  Pai*liamentr"  1  replied,  lie  made  the  ablest 
and  honcstest  speech,  to  my  mind,  that  ever  was  made  in  that 
HoMKii  Well,  said  he^  will  he  join  us  ?  I  answcrc<I,  I  hoped  as 
be  was  ^^famderement  IrlandaiSf**  that  he  undoubtedly  would. 
8o  it  Mems  O'Connoi-'s  speech  is  well  known  here.  If  ever  I 
■eet  hint  asl  hope  I  may,  I  will  tell  him  wliat  Hoche  said,  and  the 
dnnderthat  be  bears  in  France.  It  must  be  highly  gratifying 
to  Ua  feelings.  Hoche  then  went  on  to  say,  **  There  is  a  Lord  in 
y—uiuntry,  (I  was  a  little  surprised  at  tliis  beginning,  knowing 
aildo^wliat  stuff  our  Irish  peers  arc  made  off,)  he  is  son  to  a 
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Duke :  is  he  not  a  patriot?*'  I  immediately  smoked  my  lover.  Lord 
Edward  FitzgerahU  ami  gave  Hoclie  a  very  good  account  of  him* 
He  asked  me  then  about  the  Duke.  I  replied  that  I  hoped  for  his 
assistance,  or  at  least  neutrality,  if  tlie  business  were  once  com- 
menced. He  then  mentioned  Fitzgibbon,  of  allmen  intheworld. 
I  endeavored  to  do  him  justice,  as  I  had  to  tlie  others  he  spoke 
of«  and  I  believe  I  satisfied  Iloche,  that  we  will  not  meet  with 
prodigious  assistance  from  his  Majesty's  Lord  High  Chancellor 
ofli-eland.  He  then  asked  me,  *<  What  quantity  of  arms  would 
be  necessary  f  *'  I  replied,  the  more  tlie  better,  as  we  would  find 
soldiers  for  as  manv  firelocks  as  France  would  send  us.  He 
then  told  me,  he  had  demanded  80,000  but  was  sure  ot  50,000. 
That  Is  a  piece  of  good  news.  I  answered,  witli  50,000  stand 
to  begin  with,  we  should  soon  have  all  tlie  anns  in  the  nation  in 
our  hands,  adding,  that  I  had  tlie  strongest  hopes  that  tlic  mili- 
tia, who  composed  the  only  real  force  in  Ireland,  would  give  us 

no  opposition.    OA,  said  he,  pour  VopposiHon^  je  nCtnf ; 

which  the  reader  will  not  expect  me  to  translate  literally;  but 
it  was  as  much  as  to  say,  th<athe  disregarded  it  He  then  asked 
nie  veiy  seriously,  did  I  apprehend  any  royalism  or  aristocra- 
cism,  in  Ireland?  I  assured  him,  I  did  not;  that  in  case  of 
a  change,  we  should  mast  undoubtedly  establish  a  Republic ; 
and  I  mentioned  my  reasons,  which  seemed  to  satisfy  him.  He 
obseiTed,  however,  as  Clarke  hail  done  before,  that  even  if  Mon- 
archy in  li*eland  were  to  be  tlie  result,  it  would  not  alter  flie 
system  on  which  France:  was  proceeding ;  as  the  main  object  was^ 
to  establish  the  independence  of  Ii'eland,  under  any  form  of 
Grovemment,  though  undoubtedly  she  would  prefer  a  Republic* 
We  then  spoke  of  the  arist(x*racy  of  Ireland,  and  I  assured  himi 
as  I  had  done  Clarke,  that  wliat  I  apprehended  was,  not  flie 
aggrandizement^  but  the  massacre  of  that  body,  from  the  just 
indignation  of  tlie  people^  whom  tliey  have  so  long  and  so  cmd- 
ly  oppressed,  adding  tliat  it  was  what  I  sincerely  deprecated, 
but  what  I  feai'ed  was  too  likely  to  happen.  He  said,  certuiily 
tlie  spilling  of  blood  was  at  all  times  to  be  avoided,  as  much  M 
possible  ;  that  he  did  conceive^  in  such  ex])losions,  as  that  which 
was  likely  to  take  place  in  Ireland,  it  was  not  to  be  BU|qi08ed, 
but  tliat  some  individuals  would  be  sacrificed,  but  the  lem  tin 
better,  and  it  was  much  wiser  to  secure  the  persons  of  those  I 
mentioned,  or  to  suller  them  to  emigrate  to  England,  as  tilwj 
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troaldy  no  doubt,  be  ready  to  do,  tlian  to  put  them  to  deatli ;  in 
which  1  most  sincciTly  agreed, for  1  am  like  Parson  Adams,  <•/ 
ionot  desire  to  have  the  hloodeven  of  the  wicked  upon  me  J*  Uoche 
mentioned,  al.so,  that  great  mischief  had  been  done  to  the  princi- 
ples of  liberty,  and  additional  difficulties  tin'own  in  the  way  of 
the  French  rc^x)lution,  b^  tlic  quantity  of  blood  spilled,  <<For,*' 
added  be,  <*  when  you  guillotine  a  man,  you  get  rid  of  an  individu- 
al, it  is  true,  but  then  you  make  all  his  friends  and  connections 
enemies  foi^ver  to  the  Government"  A  sentence  well  wortli 
considering.  I  am  heartily  glad  to  find  Hochc  of  this  humane 
tpmi)erament,  because  I  hope  I  am  humane  myself,  and  trust  we 
shall  be  able  to  prevent  unnecessary  bloodshed  in  Ireland,  which  I 
shall*  most  sincerely,  exert  my  best  endeavors  to  do.  He  tlien 
desired  me  to  call  on  him  every  two  or  three  days,  at  seven 
o'clock,  at  which  time,  I  might  be  sure  to  find  him  disengaged, 
adding*  that  he  did  not  wish  to  mix  me  with  the  crowd,  and  af- 
ter several  expivssions  of  civility  and  attention  on  his  part,  all 
which  I  set  down  to  the  crc<lit  of  my  country,  we  pailed.  I  like 
Hoche  more  and  more.  He  is  one  of  tiie  finest  Icllows  I  ever 
conversed  with,  with  a  fine  manly  mind,  and  a  fine  manly  fig- 
ure.— On  my  return,  I  found  a  very  friendly  answer  from  Mon- 
roe, inviting  me  to  dinner  for  to-day,  in  order  to  settle  about 
trade  affairs. — I  should  have  mentioned,  that  Hoche  asked  me 
whether  the  Defenders  had  ever  sent  any  one  to  France,  to  make 
representations.  I  answered,  I  could  not  positively  say,  but 
I  believed  not,  they  being,  for  the  most  part,  the  peasantry  of 
Ireland,  and,  of  course,  not  having  the  means,  nor  pro])er  per- 
flOBS  to  send.  At  twelve,  I  went  and  saw  Clarke.  We  were 
kolh  a  little  out  of  humor,  about  my  application  for  money ;  but 

ill  temper  was  pointed  against  tlie  Directory,  rather  than 
eadi  otiier.  He  said  he  was  sure  they  would  give  me 
wlhin£  I  asked  him  then  how  was  I  to  leave  Paris,  in  five  or 
iiz  dmyst  as  General  Hoche  had  that  moi-ning  given  me  orders 
4a  iuld  myself  in  readiness  to  do?  This  was  •^€hr  €hr  Grim- 
|i alii  ,^  to  him.  <<Well,*' said  he,  «but  you  ask  too  much."  So 
far  from  iU  said  I,  that  I  ask  nothing.  I  barely  state,  how 
I  have  spent  of  my  own  money,  and  leave  it  to  Camot*s 
to  determine  what  he  tliinks  reasonable.  But  I  do  not 

oantimied  he,  how  it  is  to  be  done,  or  on  what  fund.  I  an- 
I  came  by  order  of  De  la  Groix*  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
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AfikirSy  and  of  Adet,  the  Ambassador  of  the  Republic,  in 
ica ;  which  last,  had  offered  me  money  for  my  expenses,  an  of- 
fer which  1  had  refused  ;  some  proof  that  I  did  not  want  to  ex- 
tort on  them ;  tliat  the  natural  way,  was,  therefore,  to  give  an  or- 
der to  De  la  Croix,  to  make  me  such  compensation  aa  the  Di- 
rectory might  think  fit  Clarke  then  ^  began  to  compimn  of  the 
scarcity  of  si/rfr,  which  limprcroed,  by  complaifiing  of  the  $car* 
city  ofgold^  and  we  both  agreed  that  money  never  was  so  soaret 
as  at  present.^*  Damn  it,  sempitemally  for  money  !  I  am  sore^ 
I  wished  a  thousand  times  that  there  was  not  a  guinea  in  Hm 
world.  At  last,  Clai*ke  said  he  would  speak  again  to  Camol^ 
but  I  confess  I  see  no  gi-eat  hopes,  which  is  pleasant  I  nuMb 
many  fine  reflections  in  my  own  mind,  during  tliis  spar,  on  the 
gratitude  of  nations,  &c.  However,  after  all,  I  am  a  Chef  de 
Brigade,  about  to  be  an  Adjutant  GeneraL  By  what  I  see,  how- 
ever, wc  are  like  to  i*eap  moi'e  glory  than  profit  in  tliis  busi- 
ness. <^  /  beseech  you.  Sir  John^  let  me  Iiave  500  out  of  my  1000.  ** 
*^That  may  not  be^  Master  Shallow.**  Well,  my  own  country 
will  pay  me,  sometime  or  otiier,  so  allons  I  I  then  took  Claire 
up,  on  our  conversation,  of  the  18tli,  relative  to  a  direct  inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  France.  I  said  if  he  meant,  by  that,  to 
admit  a  representative  of  the  Republic  into  any  part  of  our  Go- 
Temment,  it  was  what  France  ought  not  to  expect  nor  we  t» 
grant  That  France  would  certainly  have  a  great  influence^  bnt 
tlie  surest  way  to  keep  it  would  be  not  to  assume  it  That  what 
he  said  of  Holland,  did  not  apply  to  us.  Tlie  French  had  con- 
quered Holland,  and  had  a  right  if  they  pleased,  to  throw  It  into 
tiie  sea,  but  it  was  not  so  witfi  Ireland.  We  rather  resemblei 
the  situation  of  America,  in  the  last  war.  Clarke  seemed  aati^ 
fied  with  all  this,  and  I  proceeded  to  ask  him,  had  they  thouf^  of 
a  person  to  reside  near  the  future  Irish  Government  He  arid 
General  Hoche  would  be  there.  I  replied,  he  would  be  moffiag 
about,  but  I  meant  a  sort  of  Charge  d* Affaires,  who  abonld  be 
6tationar}\  Clarke  replied,  undoubtedly,  a  pn^er  person  wonli 
be  sent  I  said,  I  hoped  the  French  Government  would  be  reej 
delicate  in  their  choice^  and  send  a  man  of  great  temper  and  dk- 
cretion ;  as  much  would  depend  on  his  conduct,  I  then  obserad^ 
that  Clarke  had  (rflen  aiAed  me  what  security  Ireland  wmM 
give  that,  if  her  ind^endence  was  once  establialiedf  ik» 
night  notfinrgot  herobligations  to  France^  and  perhaps  hamt 
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ler  be  found  leagued  with  her  enemies.  To  wiiicli.  I  oflt'ivtl  liiin, 
as  the  only  security^  our  hoiioi*  as  gentlenieii.  Now  I  Ijeggcd 
leave,  in  return,  to  ask  liim  what  security  lie  had  to  give  us.likat 
if  England  offered  to  renounce  every  thing,  pn)vided  France 
would  sacrifice  us,  France  would  not  accept  the  offer  P    He  an- 
swered in  my  own  woitls,  ••  Our  honor  as  Geutlenien/'  anil  as- 
sured me,  in  the  strongest  maimer,  France  would  be,  as  1  believe 
myself,  incapable  of  such  conduct    I  asked  hiui  then,  whetlier  ho 
thought,  if  our  Government  was  once  organized,  we  could  bor- 
row money  in  Spain  or  Holland  ?   He  said,  he  doubted  it  very 
much ;  tliat  Holland  had  no  money,  and  Spain  very  little.    If  so, 
we  must  only  make  assignats,  and  tlien  niandats,  like  our  bet- 
ters.   It  is  now  two  oVIock,  and  I  must  go  dress  for  dinner,  at 
Monroe*a.  ••  Fine  iimeSf  Mr.  Rigmaroll/'  Notliing  but  Grenerals 
tad  Ambassadors.    Well,  1  shall  be  one  or  the  other,  and  per- 
haps both,  one  of  tliese  odd  come  shortly!* s. — Dinner  at  M  oni*oc's. 
Very    pleasant.    Mrs.  Monroe,  a  pretty  little  woman,  ^\ith 
veiy  white  teeth.  After  dinner,  went  with  Monroe  into  his  cabi- 
net    He  tells  me  he  is  just  now  i)oor,  but  he  offered  to  supply 
me  totiie  amount  of  £  50,  in  sums  of  ten  or  fifteen,  as  I  niigh  want 
itv  or  else  desired  me  to  go  to  Skipwith,  the  Ccmsul  forthe  Uni- 
ted States,  and  see  if  he  would  give  nie  cash,  for  my  bill  on 
Philadelphia,  which  he  would  guarantee,  or  for  one  to  the  same 
amount  on  himself,  at  a  short  date,  which  he  would  accept   He 
0llkred  me  at  the  same  time,  ten  louLs,  for  my  current  exiien- 
aeSL  All  this  is  very  handsome  in  Monroe.  After  thanking  him, 
I  told  him  I  would  avail  myself  of  his  permission  to  try  Skip- 
with, but  that  I  was  not  in  any  difficulties  for  some  days  to 
omep  and,  consequently,  refused,  w  ith  many  acknowledgments, 
fte  mauEj  he  oflered  me.    He  goes  out  of  town  to  night,  for 
tao  dajs;  on  the  tliird  I  am  to  call  on  him,  and,  in  tlie  mean 
the  Consul,  so  called  a  consulemloj  because  I  mean  tfi 
Once  for  all,  damn  tlie  money  for  me  !   I  will 
memorandums  about  it.  that's  flat    It  degrades 
fte  d^pHj  of  my  history .    This  is  a  long  day's  journal,  nine 
Pgsa,  md  h  is  now  but  six  o*clock.   I  have  run  tliixMigh  a  good 
dad  of  hwifwi  to-day,  bedsides  wTiting  these  nine  pages.   I 
U  Uke  to  forgot  that  Uoche  shewed  me  my  proclamation 
signed  by  himself.    It  Is  the  one  intended  for  di^- 
I  flunk  it  will  be  found  to  be  an  honest  one. 
V«L.  II— C2 
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July  24.  No  busiiies-s.  In  tlie  evening  the  opera,  as  usuaL 
CEidipe  a  Colonne*  Moi*e  and  inoit*  delighted  ^ith  tliat  {uece, 
and  esixTiaily  >%  ith  Adrion  in  (Edipe.  Psyche^  the  ballet,  with 
Durlieniin,  a  clia)*nnng  little  woman  in  Fysclie*  I  do  love  the 
s|KH'taclrs  of  Paris  dearly,  and  how  much  more  should  I  eiyoy 
them,  if  I  had  lite  siMMcty  oi*  my  deai-est  love.  Well,  I  hope  I 
shall  not  die,  till  I  find  myself  in  a  loge  with  her,  Miss  Mar}'. 
and  P.  r. ;  tliat  may  hap]x>n  yet. 

July  23.  Running  about  all  this  morning  on  trade  affairs. 
Damn  it!  Saw  Clarke:  he  tells  me  I  am  to  travel  with  Hoche, 
and  tliat  we  net  off  the  30tlK  in  five  days.  Huzza!  To  be  sure 
I  am  not  proud  of  that.  Called  at  Monroe's :  the  Secretary 
tells  me  tliei-e  is  a  iierson  arrived  this  week,  who  has  a  letter  for 
me.  My  heart  is  up  in  my  moutli.  Please  God  I  will  run  off 
the  minute  I  swallow  my  dinner.  I  am  in  a  frenzy  *till  I  get 
my  letter.  I  have  not  liad  one  line  since  I  left  New  York,  now 
six  months.  IIow  is  my  dearest  life  and  soul,  and  our  darling 
little  babies?  The  little  things  :  my  life  lie.s  in  those  children. 
Well,  I  hope  I  shall  hear  news  of  them  to  night.  Poch*  little 
^VilK  and  my  Fantom,  and  my  girl  that  I  doat  upon,  and  their 
darling  mother.  Oh  tliat  I  had  my  letter!  Oh  tliat  I  had  my 
letter!  {Evening.)  My  lover  gone  out;  left  a  note,  that  I  would 
call  to-morrow  at  eleven,  and  desiring  him  to  leave  the  letter 
for  me  in  case  lie  should  be  obliged  to  go  out  before  that  tioM. 
I  know  notliing  tliat  agitates  me  so  much,  as  an  incident  of  tint 
kind.  I  am  projecting  all  possible  kinds  of  accidents  and  nrii- 
fortiines ;  it  is  teri'ible  ;  I  will  not  torment  myself  any  longav 
thaf  s  flat  I  will  go  walk  in  the  Champs  Elysoea  to  '^■'Hiratf 
my  chagrin.  Home :  early  beil ! 

July  26.  Up  at  six,  and  called  on  Hoclie  at  seven ;  he  was 
gone  out,  so  I  had  my  walk  for  nothing.  ^< /  hope  my  earig  HB' 
big  will  dome  no  Aarm."  I  want  to  settle  with  him  abovk  oar 
Journey.  Called  at  eleven  on  Col.  Fulton,  and  got  my  kMer, 
which  is  fi'oin  Hamilton  Rowan ;  it  is  dated  March  SOfliyiieaify 
four  months  since,  at  which  date  all  my  family  were  welL  Ht 
tells  me  also  that  my  brother  Matthew  arrived  in  America  hi 
December  last ;  tliat  gives  me  most  unspeakable  satiBlacticM^  ai 
he  will  be  a  protection  for  my  wife  and  family  daring  my  ab* 
sence,  or  in  case  of  tlie  worst  happening  to  me  in  lUa  oontBit 
wherein  I  am  about  to  embark.   My  mind  is  now  ts  modi  it 
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ease*  as  I  can  rationally  expect  it  to  be  for  some  time  to  come. 
I  bok  on  this  letter  as  a  good  omen  before  my  (|:'])artiire.    Met 
Ahrme  for  the  first  time  God  knows  when.    Pie  tells  me  that 
rural  Duckett  i%  telling  all  tlie  world  that  thei*e  is  to  Ite  an  iii- 
vaskin  of  Ireland,  and  that  lie  has  it  from  Clarke  and  (loneral 
Hoche,  with  whom  he  is  in  confidence ;  and  is  not  this  most 
dreadfully  provoking!  Here  I  have  doomed  myself  to  a  rif^or- 
om  solitude  for  six  months,  to  avoid  the  [Nissibility  of  alarm, 
and  now  a  blackguard  is  sounding  tlie  tnimpet.  and  pi'orlaiming 
the  business  to  all  the  world.   I  will  call  on  Clarke  to-morrow, 
and  abuse  him  for  his  indiscretion  in  opening  himself,  as  I  know 
he  has  done,  and  I  believe  Hoche  also,  to  such  a  scoiindi*el.    If 
18  vexatious  beyond  all  bearing.   I  am  in  a  rage.  Mot  my  com- 
pagmon  de  voyage^  D'Aucourt,  with  w  hom  I  Imlged  on  my  iii*s1 
arrival;  he  was  very  civil,  and  tells  me  he  is  applying  foi* 
fle  rank  of  Chef  de  Brigade,  to  be  sent  out  to  the  West  Indies. 
Well,  other  people  are  Cheis  de  Brigade,  as  well  as  he,  but  he 
does  not  know  that    In  tlie  evening  the  opera,  as  usual.    Iphi- 
genie  en  Jhdidt^  by  Gluck ;  it  is  the  best  of  tlie  operas  liei*e. 
Madame  Cheron  is  delightful  in  Iphigenie,  but  I  have  praised 
her  already.  Tdtinaquej  the  ballet  Yestris  took  leave  of  Paris 
lor  Kome  time^  as  he  goes  I  am  told  to  London.    He  exerted 
himself  of  course,  and  was,  to  be  sure,  astonishing.   Madame 
Garddy  (d-dcvant  Milliere)  in  Eucharis,  made  her  first  appear- 
ance after  along  indisjiosition ;  she  is  incontestably  tlie  fii*st  fe- 
male dancer  in  the  world ;  1  am  delighted  with  her,  and  she  is 
as  ugly  as  possible.   Heigho!  I  shall  soon  bid  '^  adieu  to  the  ri7- 
iMge  ddights***  I  know  not  how  it  is,  I  have  spent  five  dreary 
in  Paris,  without  forming  one  connection,  male  or  fo- 
fliat  I  care  a  fartliing  about,  or  that  cares  a  farthing  about 
jret  I  find  myself  low  spirited,  now  that  I  am  about  to  quil 
ill  ttat  ia  curious  enough,  but  I  have  often  had  occasion  to  re- 
flie  same  sentiment  I  am  as  dull  to  night  as  a  cat. 
JUy  Sr*  Clarke  tells  me  tliis  morning  that  tlie  Director} 
erdcfed  me  three  montiis  pay.  That  is.  <•  tant  de  pris  sur 
if**  bat  I  am  forced  to  borrow  £  50  from  Monroe,  which 
me  sorely,  for  it  is  breaking  in  still  moi-e  on  the  sacred 
tail  of  nj  litde  family :  it  is,  however,  unavoidable,  and  so 
^what  etuft  he  cwredj  must/*  ^x.   I  cannot  go  down  to  quarters 
wifltaft  flome  money  in  my  pocket.    Went  to  tiie  Champ  de 
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Mars  to  soc  the  fete  de  la  Tiibcrte :  very  superb,  bat  I  am  not 
now  in  a  humor  to  relish /e/rs.   I  want  to  be  oflT,  and  my  impa- 
tience is  gi-owing  greater,  the  moiv  the  time  approaches.   Paris 
is  SIS  bad  to  me  now^  as  Havre  was  tlie  first  week  of  mv  arrival. 
**Pflrdoiirs  princesse  d  mon  impatience.**   I  hate  to  be  going; 
apwiMis,  it  is  extn*mely  a1tenti\e  of  Hoche  to  take  me  with 
him :  I  believe  I  am  not  sufiiciently  sensible  of  it.    Tlie  fact  is. 
I  am  sui^iriscd  myself  at  tlie  sang  {it)id  with  which  I  regard 
the  progi-ess  of  my  business  here,  so  infinitely  beyond  my  ex- 
pectations.  I  had  veiy  little  expectation  of  success  tlie  day  1 
left  Sandy  Hook,  and  in  fact  I  came  merely  to  discharge  a  Auty. 
Things  have  turned  out  miraculously,  to  be  sure.   Think  of  my 
being  at  a  council  of  war  with  Caniot.  and  Hoche,  and  Clarice, 
of  my  rank  of  Chef  de  Brigade,  of  my  travelling  now  with 
Iloche,  besides  wiiat  yet  may  follow!  It  is  absolutely  like  a  ro- 
mance.  There  is  one  thing  1  must  say  for  myself.    On  review- 
ing my  conduct  in  France^  I  do  not  see  an  indiscretion  with 
which  I  have  to  charge  myself.  I  think  in  my  conscience  I  have 
conducted  myself  very  well.    I  have,  to  be  sure,  labored  voy 
hani  in  this  business.    «<  Damn  mf,  /  was  none  t^  your  gmmm 
*^pigs;  I  hare  served  all  offices  aboard*  from  cook*s  shifier  te 
*^the  command  of  a  vesseL    Here^  you  Tunley^  there's  the  hani 
*^ofa  seaman*  you  dog.**  There  is  anotlier  tiling  I  wish  to  re- 
mark here.    I  owe  unspeakable  obligations,  and  such  as-I  can 
never  repay,  to  my  masters  of  the  General  Committee ;  I  hav^ 
in  consec|uence,  never  lost  sight  of  tlieir  honor  or  their  iutererts 
here,  as  will  appear  from  my  memorials  delivered  to  the  Executive 
Directory,  in  which  I  have  endeavored  to  make  themthebafliBof 
the  National  Legislature.   If  that  succeeds,  I  shall  have  ben 
instrumental  in  tin-owing  a  great  game  into  their  bands^  and  I 
hope  and  believe  tliey  will  have  talents  and  spirit  to  support  ib 
At  any  rate,  1  have,  I  think,  done  my  duty  by  them,  and  in  pvrt 
at  least  acquitted  the  debt  of  gratitude  I  owed  them.  I  will  le- 
ver forget  their  behavior  to  me  in  the  hour  of  my  peraecutim^ 
and  their  heroic  refusal  to  sacrifice  me  at  the  requiaitioB  of 
Grattan  and  the  whigs.  If  I  contribute  to  seat  tbem  in  flie 
places  of  the  aforesaid  whigs,  it  will  be  a  proof  that  with  gar- 
ties,  I  may  say  with  nations,  as  well  as  wifli  individnalay  lioiiQr  and 
honesty  will  ever  be  fiMnd  to  be  ultimately  the  true  policj.  Bnt 
lot  me  not  be  preaching  so  much  about  myseJC  Iwanttobetl! 
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f  want  to  be  off!  '*  I  think  there  be  six  Bichmonds  in  thejidd.** 

I  do  not  sec  what  the  deuce  that  applies  to,   but  no  matter. 

^  A  hone!  Ji  horse. '  my  kingdom  for  a  horse.^ 
July  28.  Called  on  Hochc  eai'lv,  and  saw  him  for  a  minute. 

I  travel  with  him,  and  we  set  off  on  tlie  31st.    Tliat  is  a  day 

Itter  than  I  hoped.  I  am  to  see  him  again  the  day  after  to-mor- 
row. Saw  Clarke.  Nothing  new  thej-c.  I  am  to  get  my  order 
Cm*  three  months  pay  to-moiTow.  Called  at  Skipwith's,  the 
Ainerican  Consul,  who  gave  me  £50,  for  which  I  gave  him  a 
bill  on  Doctor  Reynolds,  in  Philadelphia,  for  £55.  I  would  have 
(hren  one  for  jC65,  rather  tlian  go  without  t)ie  money.  I  am  now 
raidy  to  march.  I  see  the  Orange-boys  ai*e  playing  tlie  devil 
in  Ireland.  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  tlie  work  of  the  Government 
Please  God,  if  I  get  safe  into  tliat  countiy,  I  will  settle  those 
genilemeny  and  their  instigators  also,  more  especially.  Fete 
ie  la  Liberte  in  the  evening.  The  crowd  most  astonishing.  I 
nerer  saw  any  thing  like  it,  and  I  was  heartily  glad  to  remark 
that  every  one  seemed  perfectly  pleased  and  satisfied.  It  is  tlie 
irrt  fete  I  have  seen,  into  the  spirit  of  which  tlie  people  seemed 
fairiy  to  enter. 

My  29.  Running  about  all  tlie  morning,  making  arrange- 
■cnls  for  my  departure. 

July  SO.  Called  on  General  Uochc.  He  tells  me  I  am  to 
travel  with  General  Cherin  Chef  de  I'Etat  Major,  and  that  we 
■et  off  ahmt  the  ISth  of  next  month.  I  had  i*ather  set  off  this 
mondiig-  He  desired  me  to  call  on  Cherin,  and  present  myself 
as  fbe  person  of  whom  he  had  spoken,  which  I  did  accordingly, 
hrt  Cherin  was  gone  out  Called  at  the  War  Office  and  got  an 
•Her  fiir  three  months  pay.  Dined  with  Madgett  and  went  in 
Hie  evening  to  the  opera.  Castor 9  a  dull  piece,  and  very  heavy 
by  Rameau.  I  did  not  like  it  at  all.  I  should  have  men- 
fliat  I  gave  yesterday  to  Skipwith  a  packet  directed  to 
and  Raines,  Philadelphia,  containing  two  letters,  one 
HnndltoD  Rowan,  and  the  other  for  my  dearest  love,  in 
wUA  I  npeat  my  orders  for  the  removal  of  my  family  and 
with  all  possible  speed  to  France.  Skipwith  promised 
to  pat  them  in  a  way  of  going  with  speed  and  security,  so  I 
Ml  in  hopes  they  will  have  better  fortune  tiian  my  last 

JUy  31.  Meeeived  my  pay,  ^*  and  are  aU  as  drunk  as  so  nuusiy 
npuHert."   I  insist  upon  it  that  is  a  very  good  quotatioii.  froM 
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Rigdum  Funnidus.  The  monotony  of  my  life  just  now  will  ap- 
pear from  the  stupidity  of  tliosc  memorandums,  and  especially 
from  the  dulness  of  my  jokes.  I  cannot  express  how  much  I 
long  to  be  <<  f9i  route**^ 
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Jkugust  1.  (Sings)  "  Oh.  merry  he  theJirsU  and  merry  be  the 
last,  and  merry  be  thejirst  of  •August,**  This  is  a  sprightly  begin- 
ning howe\  or.  I  am  plaguy  musical  this  morning,  but  God  knoii^n 
the  heart.  Called  on  Clarke  fi-om  mere  idleness,  did  not  see  him  : 
but.  coming  out  met  Genei*al  Hoclie.  who  took  me  in  his  car- 
riage to  General  Cherin,  with  whom  I  am  to  travel.  On  the. 
way,  I  told  Hoche  tliat  I  hoped  the  glory  was  reserveil  for  him 
to  amputate  the  right  hand  of  England  for  ever ;  and  I  men- 
tioned the  immense  resources  in  all  respects,  especially  in  mai 
and  provisions,  which  Ireland  fuiniKhed  to  that  counti'}^  and  of 
which  I  trusted  we  were  now  on  tlie  eve  of  depriving  her. 
Hoche  obser\Td^  that  his  oTily  anxiety  was  about  finding  sub- 
sistence for  the  troops.  I  replied,  that  as  to  tliat,  I  hoped  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  ;  that  it  was  Ireland  ^liich  victualled  tin 
navy,  the  West  Indies,  and  the  foreign  garrisons  of  England ; 
and  I  reminded  him  of  what  I  had  before  told  him,  that»  in  Hie 
late  scarcity,  so  far  fi-om  difficulties  at  home,  she  expcMled  Tast 
quantities  of  com  to  that  country.  I  might  have  added,  but  it 
did  not  occur  to  me,  that  we  are  now  on  the  eve  of  harvest  mi, 
I  am  sure  we  will  find  abundance  of  every  thing.  I  went  on  to 
say,  that  my  difficulty  was  not  how  to  subsist,  but  how  to  get 
there,  for  that  I  dreaded  tliat  eternal  fleet  Hoche  laid  his  hmd 
on  my  arm  and  said,  <^  M  craignez  ritn^  nous  y  irons ;  tom 
pouvez  y  compter ;  ne  craignez  rien.**  I  answered,  that,  being  80^ 
I  had  not  a  doubt  of  our  success.  Hoche  then  asked  me,  «  WIm 
were  those  Orange-boys?"  I  explained  it  to  him,  addingt  tliat 
as  to  them,  it  was  an  affiedr  of  no  consequence,  which  we  wooM 
settle  in  three  days  after  our  arrival.  <<  Oh,'*  said  he,  <<oe  n'CBt 
rien.''  I  then  told  him  I  hcspoA  he  would  take  care  to  have  a 
sufficiency  of  cannoniers  and  artillery,  of  which  we  were  quite 
unprovided.  <«Tou  may  depend  upon  it^''  said  he»  <<that  I  will 
bring  enough,  and  of  the  best,  porticiilarly  the  artillerie  legrre.'' 
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He  then  asked  me  had  ^e  many  great  ])lain8  in  Ireland ;  I 
nM  not :  tliat»  in  general,  tlie  f^vc  of  the  country  was  inter^ 
fleeted  with  fences,  and  I  described  the  nature  of  an  Irish  ditch 
and  hedge  to  him.  By  tliis  time  we  amved  at  Clierin's,  who 
was  indisposed  and  in  bed.  I  was  introduced  by  Hoche,  and  I 
jvmember  now  he  is  one  of  the  genei*als  with  whom  I  dined  at 
Camot*s.  After  a  short  convei-sationy  in  which  it  was  fixed 
that  we  set  off  from  tiie  rth  to  the  lOtJi,  I  took  my  leave,  Uocho 
and  Cherin  desiring  me  to  call  on  them  in  the  mean  time,  with- 
out the  ceremony  of  sending  up  my  name,  which  is  civil  of  tliem. 
So«  now  I  have  ^^Uspetites  entries*** 

JugHMt  2,  3.   Blank.   My  time  drags  just  now  most  horribly. 

Jhigust4,  Called  on  General  Hoclie.  No  news.  He  tells  me 
that  it  may  be  the  16th  or  irth  befoi'e  we  set  off,  which  is  deso* 
lation  to  me.  **My  sours  in  arms,  and  eager  for  the  fray  J*  He 
tells  me,  also,  that  when  we  get  to  Rcnnes,  he  and  I  will  settle 
the  proclanmtion.  I  mentioned  to  him,  that  as  we  would  arrive 
IB  the  middle  of  har\'est  there  could  be  no  doubt  about  our  find- 
ing subsistence.  He  answered  he  had  thought  of  that  himselL 
Called  on  Cherin  twice,  and  saw  him  for  about  a  moment.  I 
cooled  my  heels  in  his  anti-chamber  for  above  an  hour ;  but  that 
is  only  a  pettj'  mortification.  I  always  find  the  subalterns 
greater  men  than  the  principals.  One  thing  1  must  keep  in  mind. 
As  I  have  begun  by  dancing  attendance  on  otiiers,  if  ever  I  arrive 
at  any  utuation,  I  must  i*emember  the  anxiety  and  vexation  I  suf- 
fered in  my  time,  and  not  give  myself  airs.  Called  on  Clarke. 
I  am  out  of  luck  to-day.  He  was  engaged  and  could  not  see  me^ 
80 1  left  my  name.  Altogether,  I  am  out  of  humor.  I  believe  it  if 
the  delay  of  our  departure  which  has  vexed  me.  Cherin  tella 
mt  we  shall  ^  off  the  IGtli  or  IZtli.    Damn  it 

jMgMitS.  Blank.  Terrible!  Tcnible!  1  feel  myself  abso- 
hldy  flick  at  those  delays.  Dined  witli  Madgett  and  tliree 
•Aer  Irishmen  in  the  Champs  Elysecs.  Stupid  as  a  horse. 
Ewy  body  is  talking  of  our  business.  I  hear  of  it  from  fifty 
iillfliial  quarters.   That  is  most  terribly  provoking. 

Juguat  6.  Bhink.  Damn  it!  I  am  weary  of  complaining  that 
I  an  weary.  I  will  not  make  anotlier  memorandum  until  some- 
Ikbg  iMqiiMBiis,  that's  flat 

Jhtgutt  7,  8.  Saw  Hoche  and  Cherin  togetlier  this  morning. 
very  cItII  and  no  news.  Hoche,  I  believe,  sets  off  the  I  ith. 
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August  9«  10.  Fetes  to  cclebi'ate  the  anniversary  of  fbe  sub- 
version of  royalty  in  France*  Foot  racing,  horse  racing,  and 
running  at  tlie  ring  in  tlic  Champ  dc  Mars.  The  Dii-ectory, 
Ministers,  and  constituted  autliorities,  assisted  in  grand  costume, 
vv'ith  tlie  foreign  ambassadors.  It  was  a  delicious  evening.  The 
prizes  were  all  militaiy,  sabi-es,  pistols,  and  carbines,  of  the 
manufactory  of  Vei-sailles.  This  is  exactly  as  it  should  be« 
The  cone  irse  of  people  was  immense,  and  1  was  very  glad  to 
observe  tliat  every  body  seemed  please<l  and  happy.  "When  the 
Directory  rose  from  tlieir  place  to  retire,  tlie  people  forced  the 
sentinels,  and  got  into  tlie  centre,  in  order  to  see  them.  I  was 
delighted  to  observe  that  circumstance,  w  hich  I  look  upon  as  by  no 
means  trifling.  After  tlie  exercises  in  tlie  Champ  de  Mars  were 
over,  the  people  retired  en  masse  to  tlie  Cliamps  ElysieSf  where 
there  was  a  most  magnificent  illumination  and  fireworks.  I 
never  saw  any  tlung  so  brilliant  in  the  way  of  coup  d?miL  The 
Muscadins  and  elegant  women  of  Paris  made  it  a  point  to  slay 
away,  but  nobody  missed  tliem.  The  French  ei\joy  tiiese  kind  of 
spectacles  better  than  any  people  on  eai*tli,  and,  for  my  part,  I 
never  was  more  amused  and  gratified  than  in  obsen'ing  Hio 
spectators.  Altogether,  I  spent  a  very  pleasant,  I  almost  say  a 
happy  day. 

August  11,  12,  IS.  Saw  Chcrin  this  morning:  he  tells  me  it 
may  be  ten  days  yet  before  we  get  off.  Hell!  hell!  hell!  How 
shall  I  get  over  tliese  eternal  delays  ?  Uoche  set  oJOTyeflterdi^. 

August  14, 15.  Put  on  my  regimentals  for  the  first  time;  as 
pleased  as  a  little  boy  in  his  first  breeches :  foolish  enough,  but 
not  unpleasant  Walked  about  Paris  to  show  myself;  houa! 
Citoyen  Wolfe  Tone^  Cluf  dt  Brigade  in  tlie  service  of  tlie  Be-  • 
public !  Opera  in  tlie  evening ;  Lays,  incomparable  in  Vmaufgt^ 
Mme.  Guenet  a  charming  singer ;  Mme.  Gardel  and  Nive- 
lon,  in  the  pas  russe^  inimitable :  it  is  worth  a  voyage  tnm 
Ireland  to  America,  and  from  America  to  Paris,  to  see  that  sin* 
gle  dance.  I  think  now  I  have  got  on  regimentals,  I  b^n  ti 
write  like  a  very  pretty  gentleman.  There  is  a  strong  reparty 
and  I  believe  a  true  one,  tiiat  Hammond,  who  was  Ambasaador 
firom  England  to  the  United  States,  is  now  at  Calais,  witli  aome 
proposals  for  peace  on  the  part  of  the  English  Ministry.  I  da 
not  at  all  apprehend  that  any  tiling  will  come  of  it ;  it  ia  a  nuh 
ncBuvre  of  Pitt's,  in  order  to  prqmre  for  meeting  the  new  Fariia- 
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unit*  with  a  declaratioii  that  he  has  been  ready,  on  his  part,  to 
■akc  peace,  but  that  the  pride  and  haughtiness  of  the  French 
GoTemment  would  listen  to  no  conditions  but  such  as  were  dis- 
honorable to  England.  John  Bull  is  not  at  all  beaten  into  his 
HpDses  as  vet.  For  my  part  I  do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  for 
France  or  England  to  make  peace,  preserving  tlicir  respective 
Govenunents:  I  think  one  or  otlier  must  go  down ;  1  do  not 
speak  of  the  natioas  but  merely  of  the  Governments. 

Aupui  16y  17^  IB,  19,  20.  The  gaps  in  my  journal  will  de- 
monstrate how  my  time  hangs  on  my  hands.  Called  on  General 
Cherin  this  morning ;  found  liim  very  courteous ;  he  tells  mc 
we  shall  certainly  set  off  in  ten  days,  viz.  tlie  30tl).  Well,  ten 
days  more :  howevei*,  **  Tis  but  in  vain  for  soldiers  to  coinplainJ"* 
Be  tells  me,  also,  tliat  a  valet  de  chambi-c  has  pi-esented  himself 
to  be  hired  witli  him,  who  s[)eaks  English,  and  has  lately  been 
throogb  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland ;  tliat  he  has  not  at  all 
ttr  appearance  or  manners  of  a  domestic,  and  that  he  (Chcrin) 
sos^ects  that  he  may  be  an  emissary,  slipt  at  him  as  a  spy.  It 
m  very  probable.  He  promises  to  send  him  to  me,  on  a  message, 
in  two  or  three  days,  in  order  that  I  may  sift;  him  as  to  his  know- 
ledge of  England,  &c.  A  la  bonne  heurc.  I  see  in  the  papers, 
and  hope  it  is  true,  tliat  the  French  Admiral  Richery  has  sailed 
from  Cadizy  in  company  with  a  powerful  Spanish  sqiiailron.  If 
that  be  80,  it  will  probably  bring  matters  to  a  crisis  between 
Eiq^laiid  and  Spain.  If  they  pick  up  tlie  Brest  squadron,  and 
the  Dotch  fleet,  now  lying  in  the  Texel,  I  think  tiiey  must  be 
an  over-ouitch  for  any  tiling  John  Bull  can  produce  against 
them.  If  that  ii^Tre  so.  huzza!  huzza!  (Sings)  ^<  How  merrily 
weSvtt  thai  soldiers  be^  that  soldiers^  soldiers  be.**  I  am  vastly 
anwal  and  engaging  this  evening  methinks ;  but  <<  Ood  knoics 

^HguMi  21,  S2,  S3.  Met  Cherin  to-day  driving  aboyt  in  his 
;  he  stopped  me.  and  asked  me  was  I  ready  to  set  off? 
<<  In  five  minutes,  and  that  I  only  waited  for  his  or- 
•"  He  dien  desired  me  to  call  on  him  to-morrow  at  eleven, 
h  wdcr  to  settle  about  our  departure,  so,  perhaps,  we  may  set 
flie  30th.  The  armies  continue  victorious  in  all  quar- 
The  news,  at  least  the  report  of  to-day,  is,  that  Richery 
ihe  Spaniards  are  before  Lisbon,  and  tliat  a  French  army  is 
in  iA  ■arch  across  Spain,  in  onler  to  enter  Portugal :  that 

▼pi*  U—Qn 
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would  be  a  blow  to  Master  John  Bull  fifty  times  worse  tlian  flie 
affair  of  Leghorn.  Why  the  unhappy  Portuguese  did  not  make 
their  peace  at  tlie  same  time  witli  Spain,  I  cannot  conceive*  ex- 
cept, as  was  most  probably  the  case,  they  durst  not  consult  their 
own  safety  for  fear  of  offending  tiie  English.  What  an  execra- 
ble nation  that  is,  and  how  cordially  I  hate  them.  If  this  afbir 
of  Portugal  Is  true,  there  will  not  remain  one  port  friendly  to 
England  from  Hamburgh  to  Trieste,  and  probably  much  farther 
botli  ways.  It  Ls  impossible  she  can  stand  tliis  long.  Well»  if 
the  visitation  of  Providence  be  sometimes  slow,  it  is  always 
sure.  If  our  expedition  succeeds,  I  think  we  will  give  her  the 
coup  de  gractn  and  make  her  pay  dear  for  the  rivers  of  blood  she 
has  made  to  flow  in  our  poor  country,  her  massacres,  her  pilla- 
ges, and  her  frauds ;  <^  Jtors,  ce  sera  noire  Umr,^*  We  shall  see! 
We  shall  see!  Oh  that  I  were,  tliis  fine  morning,  at  the  head  of 
my  regiment  on  tlie  Cave  Hill !  Well,  all  in  good  time. 

August  24.  Saw  Clierin ;  our  departure  is  fixed  for  the  first 
September.  <*  The  devil  take  Henry  of  Lancaster  and  theef* 
«  Patience  is  stale^  and  I  am  weary  of  it.**  He  asked  me  to  dine 
with  him  the  day  before  we  set  off;  saw  the  servant  of  wfam  Imi 
spoke  to  me ;  found  nothing  suspicious  about  him,  yet,  after  all, 
he  may  be  a  rogue.  It  is  seven  days  yet  at  least  to  our  depart- 
ure.   Damn  it  for  me ! 

August  25.  The  report  to-day  is,  that  Spain  has  declared  war 
against  England,  and  that  the  declaration,  to  speak  technically, 
contains  sL\ty-tliree  counts.  I  hope  in  God  it  is  true. 

August  26,  27,  28,  29,  30,  31.  Bhink,  blank,  blank,  bhiA^ 
blank,  blank. 


September,  1796. 

September  1.  Blank. 

September  2.  Here  I  am  yet  Well,  it  does  not  sigiiiQr 
ing,  so  ^^  TlshUin  vain  for  soUUrs  to  complain.**  To  divert 
the  spleen  which  is  devouring  me,  I  liave  been,  for  aooie  daja 
past,  throwing  memorandums  of  my  life  and  opinitas  on  piyeTt* 
from  recollection.  They  are  very  ill  done^  uid  probably  fane^ 
curate  in  the  dates,  bntfliey  are  better  than  nothing.  Iluiveai* 

^These  mcmonndaan  arepublUicd  in  thebcginafaif  of  tho  iMt 
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kI;  flIW  nearly  tu  o  books  aa  big  as  tltin.  Saw  Chenn  to-daj'. 
B  knows  no  muir  about  our  (le|)arture  tlian  I  do,  but  he  pro- 
r  bithfully  to  writ«  a  prc^ssing  letter  to  Uoclic  on  the 
JibJKt 

V,Sqtttmher  3.  4,  5.  Called  on  Cherin;  he  knows  notliing  far- 
n  that  Colonel  Shce,  a  relation  of  Clarke's,  is  gone  down 
^R«nn«t.  He  advised  lue  to  cuJl  on  Clarke  i  came  home  in  a 
il  wrote  a  letter  to  Clarke,  supplicating  on  order  for 
ny  inunediatc  dejtarture,  which  1  gave  tu  his  aid-dc-camp, 
Ffcwry. 

fieptfmberfi,  7,  8.  This  evening  received  o.  note  fi-oin  Che- 
rin, informing  mo  that  he  had  received  a  letter  fivni  Gene- 
ral Ilocbe,  and  desiring  to  we  me  in  the  morning,  so  at  last  I 
hope  ut  are  about  to  move.  I  never  -lulTerHl  so  much  ennui  in 
mil  017  life  aa  sitire  Iloche's  departure,  which  is  now  almost  a 
nranth.  Scribbling  now  and  again  at  my  mcmoira.  which  I  have 
brought  down  to  tlie  beginning  of  179S;  stupid  enough;  but 
I  10)'  mind  in  agitiited  ns  it  is  at  present,  I  can  neitlier 
id.  write,  nor  tliink.  I  hojie  in  God  I  am  at  last  going  to 
Kj  it  is  high  time,  but  it  is  no  fault  of  mine  tliat  I  did  not  be* 
~|illiiice.    Well,  better  late  than  never. 

r  9.  Calletl  on  Clierin  :  he  pi-omises,  ixisitively,  that 
B  the  13th.  and  desires  me  to  call  on  him  the  IZth  in 
;,  to  receive  his  dvfinittve  orders ;  so,  at  last,  1  hope 
I  mn  abont  to  move. 

Stfttaitr  12.  Calle4l  ou  Cherin  by  appointment :  he  is  gone 
to  thr  ctraalrj'  for  two  or  \i\nv.  day?).  Hell !  liell  \  hell  I 

Heptemhtr  1.1.  14,  15.  At  la.1t  I  have  brought  Cherin  to  the 
point ;  be  has  rrcrivctl  a  courier  last  night  from  General  Uoche, 
and  ti-iU  mc  now  I  may  w\  off  witii  the  first  courier,  or  wait  a 
few  days  lur  liim.  but  I  am  tirnl  waiting.  I  wrote,  therefore,  by 
Ui  (GrMrtioD.  a  note  to  tl»c  Minister  at  War,  praying  an  onlcr 
k  depart,  witli  the  first  courier,  fur  Rennes,  and  he  has  promis- 
<d  to  get  it  for  me  by  lo-mni-row.  Huzza! 

Stf^rmher  IC.  Gut  my  order  and  pix^entcd  it  to  the  Direct- 
««  nf  tbe  piwl.  Tlicre  is  n  cmirier  for  to-mnrrow.  willi  whom  I 
■arrd  my  place :  packed  up  my  kit  as  gay  as  a  lark. 

8tfUwArr  IT.  Tookleavcof  Modgett,  Aheme.  and  Sullivan : 
■rote  two  lettem  of  acknowledgment  to  Camot  and  De  la 
f^nis,  tlonking  them  for  tlicir  kindness,  &c.   At  three  o'clock 
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in  tlie  afternoon  left  Paris.  It  is  now  exactly  seven  montiis  and 
five  days  since  I  arrived  there— a  very  important  era  in  my 
life:  whether  it  was  for  good  or  evil  to  my  country  and  to  my- 
self, the  event  must  determine ;  but  I  can  safely  say  I  have  act- 
ed, all  tiiitNighy  to  the  very  best  of  my  conscience  and  judgment, 
and  I  think  I  have  not  conducted  myself  ilL  I  certainly  did  not 
expect,  on  my  arrival,  to  have  succeeded  as  well  as  I  have  done ; 
and  I  liave  been  under  some  difficulties  at  times,  having  not  a 
soul  to  advise  or  communicate  witli.  I  have  now  done  wiUi 
I'aris,  at  least  for  some  time,  and  God  knows  whether  I  shall 
ever  revisit  it;  but,  at  all  events,  I  shall  ever  look  back  on  the 
time  I  spent  there  with  the  greatest  satisfaction.  I  believe  there 
is  no  part  of  my  conduct  that  I  need  wish  to  recal,  at  least  with 
regard  to  business.  As  to  pleasure  or  amusement,  I  liad  very 
little.  I  formed,  and  endeavored  to  form,  no  connections.  I  visit- 
ed and  was  visited  by  nobody,  French  or  foreigner,  and  left 
Paris,  after  seven  months'  residence,  without  being  acquainted 
witli  a  single  family.  That  is  singular  enough.  The  Theatres 
formed  my  grand  resource  against  the  monotony  of  my  sitna« 
tion  ;  but,  on  the  whole,  I  passed  my  time  dull  enough.  Well^ 
if  ever  I  return,  I  will  make  myself  amends.  I  am  now  Uke  tiie 
Turkish  spy,  <*  who  passed  forty -Jive  years  at  Paris  f  withoui 
being  knorvn  or  suspectedJ*  I  dare  say  Mr.  Pitt  knew  I  was 
there,  as  close  as  I  kept;  if  he  did,  it  was  by  no  fault  or  indis* 
cretion  of  mine.  It  is  singular  enough  that,  having  passed  my 
time  in  a  manner  so  monotonous,  and  not  leaving  behind  me  a 
single  person  whom,  on  the  score  of  personal  regard,  I  had 
reason  to  regret,  I  yet  quit  Paris  with  something  like  relnctanoe. 
But  I  made  that  remark  before.  Mons  /  I  am  now  afloat  again: 
let  us  see  what  will  come  of  this  voyage. 


APPENDIX 

To  Part  I. — Jourx al  of  1 796. 


Two  Memorials  on  the  present  state  of  Ireland^  delivered  to  tlie 
French  Qovemmentj  February,  1796. 

FIRST  MEMORIAL. 

The  genius  of  the  English  nation,  their  manners,  their  pre- 
judices, and  their  govemmenty  are  so  diametrically  o])positc  to 
those  of  the  French  Republic,  in  all  respects,  that  it  is  unne- 
cessary to  dwell  upon  tliis  subject  I  assume  it  as  an  axiom^ 
that  there  is  an  irreconcilable  opposition  of  interests  between 
the  two  nations.  Since  the  French  Revolution,  there  is  one 
still  more  irreconcilable  between  the  Governments,  so  tliat  nei- 
ther can  be  said  to  be  in  security  while  die  other  is  in  existence. 

Tlie  war,  hitherto,  however  glorious  to  France,  has  not  been 
ini|irOfitable  to  England  ;  her  fleets  were  never  more  formidable, 
and,  in  the  true  spirit  of  trade,  she  will  console  herself  for  the 
disgrace  of  her  arms  by  land,  in  tlic  acquisition  of  wealtli,  and 
commerce,  and  power,  by  sea ;  but  these  very  acquisitions  ren- 
der it,  if  possible,  incumbent,  not  mei*ely  on  France,  but  on  all 
Europe,  to  endeavor  to  reduce  her  witliin  due  limits,  and  to 
pRvent  that  enormous  accumulation  of  wealth,  which  tlie  un- 
dMnriied  possession  of  the  commerce  of  the  whole  world  would 
give  her ;  and  tliis  reduction  of  her  power,  can  be  alone,  as  I 
ftemuoBf  accomplished,  witli  certainty  and  effect,  by  separating 
bdand  from  Great  Britain. 

The  French  Government  cannot  but  be  well  informed  of  tlie 
hmmnwif  resources,  especially  in  a  military  point  of  view,  which 
Eni^and  draws  from  Ireland.  It  is  with  tlio  beef  and  the  pork, 
fte  hotter,  the  tallow,  the  hides,  and  various  other  articles  of 
fte  flrst  necessity,  which  Ireland  supplies,  that  she  victtials  and 
epifs  her  navyy  and,  in  a  great  degree,  supports  her  people  and 
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garrisons  in  the  West  Indies.  It  is  with  the  poor  and  hardy 
natives  of  Ireland  that  she  mans  her  fleets  and  fills  the  ranks 
of  her  army.  From  the  commencement  of  the  present  war  to 
the  montli  of  June«  1795,  not  less  than  200,000  men  were  raised 
in  Ireland,  of  whom  80,000  were  for  the  navy  alone.  It  is  a 
fact  undeniable,  though  carefully  concealed  in  England*  that 
TWO  THIRDS  of  the  British  navy  are  manned  by  Irishmen;  a 
circumstance,  which,  if  it  stood  alone,  should  be  sufficient  to 
determine  the  French  Government  to  WTest  if  possible,  so 
powerful  a  weapon  from  the  hands  of  her  implacable  enemy.  I 
shall  not  dwell  longer  on  the  necessity  of  tlie  meiwure  which  I 
shall  propose,  but  will  endeavor  to  show  how  it  may  best  be  ex- 
ecuted, and  on  what  grounds  it  is  that  I  rest  my  confidence  of 
success,  if  tlie  attempt  be  but  once  made* 

For  the  better  elucidation  of  tlic  plan,  it  is  necessary  to  take 
a  iTview  of  tlie  actual  state  of  Ireland.  I  shall  condense  the 
facts  as  much  as  possible,  as  I  trust  tlic  French  Government  is 
already  in  possession  of  those  which  are  most  material. 

The  people  of  Ireland  consist  of  about  four  million  five  hun- 
dred thousand  persons,  distributed  under  tliree  different  religious 
sects,  of  whom  the  Protestants,  whose  religion  is  the  dominant 
one,  and  established  by  law,  constitute  four  hundi-ed  and  fifty 
thousand,  or  one  tenth  of  the  whole  ;  tlie  Dissenters,  or  Pres- 
byterians, about  nine  hundred  tliousand,  or  one  filth ;  the  Ca- 
tliolics  form  the  remaining  three  million  one  hundred  and  tifHj 
thousand.  They  may  also  be  considered  witli  regard  to  pro- 
perty, which  is  necessary,  in  some  degree,  to  explain  the  pditi^ 
cal  situation  of  the  country. 

The  Protestants,  who  are  almost  entirely  the  descendants  of 
Englishmen,  forming  so  very  small  a  minority  as  they  do  of 
tlie  whole  people,  have  yet  almost  the  whole  landed  property  of 
the  country  in  their  hands ;  tliis  property  has  been  acquired  by 
the  most  unjust  means,  by  plunder  and  confiscaticm  during  re- 
peated wars,  and  by  the  operation  of  law^  framed  to  degrade 
and  destroy  the  Catholics,  tlie  natives  of  the  country.  In  1650^ 
the  people  of  three  entire  provinces  were  driven  by  Cromwdl 
into  the  fourth,  and  their  property  divided  amongst  bis  offioem 
and  soldiers,  whose  descendants  eiyoy  it  at  this  day.  In  I688p 
when  James  II.  was  finally  defeated  in  Ireland,  the  spirit  of  tiie 
Irish  people  was  ccnnplftely  broken,  and  the  last  remnant  of 
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Uieir  property  torn  (rom  them  and  divided  amongst  the  con- 
querors. By  these  means  the  proprietors  of  estates  in  Ireland, 
feeling  the  \\*eakness  of  their  titles  to  property  thus  acquired* 
and  seeing  themselves,  as  it  were,  a  colony  of  sti'angei-s,  form- 
ing not  above  one  tenth  part  of  the  population,  have  always 
looked  to  England  for  protection  and  support ;  tliey  have,  there- 
fore, been  ever  ready  to  sacrifice  the  interests  of  their  country 
to  her  ambition  and  avarice,  and  to  their  own  security-.  Eng- 
hnd,  in  return,  has  rewarded  tliem  for  this  sacrifice,  by  distri- 
buting among  them  all  the  offices  and  appointments  in  the. 
church,  the  army,  the  law,  the  revenue,  and  ever^'  department 
of  the  state,  to  the  utter  exclusion  of  the  tin'o  other  sects,  and 
more  especially  of  the  Catholics.  By  these  means*  the  Protes- 
tants, who  constitute  the  aristocracy  of  Ireland,  have  in  tlieir 
hands  all  tiie  force  of  the  Government :  they  have  at  least  five 
sixths  of  the  landed  property ;  they  are  devoted  implicitly  to 
the  connection  with  England,  which  tliey  consider  as  essential 
to  the  secure  possession  of  their  estates ;  tiiey  di-ead  and  ablior 
the  principles  of  tlie  French  Revolution,  and,  in  case  of  any 
attempt  to  emancipate  Ireland,  I  sliould  calculate  on  all  the  oi>* 
position  which  it  might  be  in  their  powxr  to  give. 

But  it  is  very  different  with  regard  to  the  Dissenters,  who 
occopy  the  province  of  Ulster,  of  which  they  form,  at  present, 
the  minority.  They  have  among  them  but  few  great  landed  pro- 
prietora;  tiiey  arc  mostly  engaged  in  trade  and  manufactures, 
especially  the  linen,  which  is  the  staple  commodity  of  Ireland, 
and  is  almost  exclusively  in  their  hands.  From  their  first  estab- 
lishment, in  1620,  until  very  lately,  there  existed  a  continual 
aaiiiiosify  between  them  and  the  Catholic  natives  of  tlic  country, 
groonded  on  the  natural  dislike  between  the  old  inhabitants  and 
itmigers,  and  fortified  still  more  by  the  irreconcilable  difler- 
mot  between  tiie  genius  of  the  religions  of  Calvinism  and  Pope- 
ry, and  ^Kgently  cidtivated  and  fomented  by  the  Protestant 

flie  partizans  of  England,  who  saw  in  the  feuds 
ifiaaensioiis  of  the  other  two  great  sects,  their  own  protec- 
tin  and  security. 

Among  flie  innomerable  blessings  procured  to  mankind  by  tlie 
FkwiLh  Rerolntion,  arose  the  circumstance  which  I  am  about  to 
nmMaOf  and  to  which  I  do  most  earnestly  entreat  the  particular 
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attention  of  the  French  Gro^  crnmcnt  as  it  is,  in  fact,  tlie  point 
on  which  the  emancipation  of  Ireland  may  eventually  turn. 

The  Dissenters  arcs  from  the  genius  of  tlieir  religion,  and 
the  spirit  of  impiiry  which  it  produces,  sincere  and  enlightened 
republicans :  they  have  ever,  in  a  degree,  opposed  the  usurpa- 
tions of  England,  whose  protection,  as  well  from  their  numbers 
and  spirits  as  the  nature  of  tlieir  property,  they  did  not,  like  the 
Protestant  aristocracy,  feel  necessary  for  their  existence.  Still, 
however,  in  all  the  civil  wars  of  Ireland,  they  i*anged  themselves 
under  the  standai*d  of  England,  and  were  the  most  formidable- 
enemies  to  the  Catholic  natives,  whom  tliey  detested  as  Papists, 
and  despised  as  slavi^s.  These  bad  feelings  wei*c«  for  obvious 
reasons,  diligently  fomented  by  the  Pi*otesUint  and  English 
party.  At  length,  in  the  year  1790,  the  French  Revolution  pro- 
duced a  powerful  revulsion  in  the  minds  of  the  most  enlightsned 
men  amongst  tliem.  They  saw  that,  whilst  tliey  thought  they 
were  the  mastei-s  of  the  Catholics,  tliey  were,  in  fact,  but  their 
jailers,  and  that,  instead  of  enjoying  liiierty  in  tlieir  o^Ti  coun- 
try, tliey  served  but  as  a  garrison  to  keep  it  in  subjection  to 
England ;  the  establishment  of  unbounded  liberty  of  conscience 
in  Fi*ance  had  mitigated  their  horror  of  Popery ;  one  hundred 
and  ten  years  of  peace  had  worn  away  very  much  of  the  old 
animasity  which  former  wars  had  raised  and  fomented.  Eager 
to  emulate  tlie  glorious  example  of  France,  tliey  saw  at  once 
tliat  the  only  guide  to  liberty  was  justice,  and  that  they  neither 
deserved  nor  could  obtain  independence,  whilst  tiieir  CatholiG 
brethren,  as  tiiey  tiien,  for  the  first  time,  called  them,  remained 
in  slavery  and  oppression.  Impressed  with  these  sentiments  of 
liberality  and  wisdom,  tliey  sought  out  the  leaders  of  tiie  Catho- 
lics, whose  cause  and  whose  suffering  were,  in  a  manner,  fiir- 
gotten ;  the  Catholics  caught  with  eagerness  at  the  slightest  ap- 
pearance of  alliance  and  support  from  a  quarter,  wliose  oppo- 
sition they  had  ever  experienced  to  be  so  formidiable,  and  onoa 
more,  after  lying  prostrate  for  above  100  years,  appeared  ca 
the  political  theatre  of  their  country.  Nothing  could  exceed 
the  alarm,  the  terror,  and  confusion,  which  this  most  unexpected 
coalition  produced  in  the  breasts  of  the  English  Govemmeii^ 
andtheir  partisans,  the  Protestant  aristocracy  of  Irelaitd.  Every 
art,  every  stratagem,  was  used  to  break  the  new  alliance,  and 
revive  the  ancient  animosities  and  feada  between  the  Disaeirim 
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and  Catholics.  Happily  such  abominable  attempts  proved  fruit- 
leas,  llie  leaders  on  both  sides,  saw  that  as  they  had  but  one 
common  countr}-,  they  had  but  one  common  interest;  tliat  while 
they  were  mutually  contending  and  ready  to  sacrifice  each  oth- 
er, England  profited  of  their  folly,  to  enslave  both ;  and  that  it 
was  only  by  a  cordial  union,  and  affectionate  co-operation,  that 
they  could  assert  their  common  liberty,  and  establish  the  inde- 
pendence of  Ireland.  They,  therefore,  resisted  and  overcame  evei^ 
eflbrt  to  disunite  them,  and,  in  this  manner,  has  a  spirit  of  union 
and  regard  succeeded  to  250  years  of  civil  discord ;  a  revolu- 
tion in  the  political  morality  of  tlie  nation  of  the  most  extreme 
importance,  and  from  which,  under  the  powerful  auqjices  of  tlie 
French  Republic,  I  hope  and  trust  her  independence  and  liber- 
ty will  arise. 

I  beg  leave  again  to  call  the  attention  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, to  this  fact  of  the  national  union ;  which,  from  my  know- 
ledge of  tlie  situation  of  Ireland,  I  affirm  to  be  of  importance, 
equal  to  all  tlie  rest.  Catliolics  and  Dissenters,  the  two  great 
sects,  whose  mutual  animosities  have  been  the  radical  weakness 
of  their  country,  are  at  lengtli  reconciled,  and  the  arms  which 
have  been  so  often  imbrued  in  the  blood  of  each  otiier,  are  rea- 
dy, for  the  first  time^  to  be  turned  in  concert  against  the  com- 
mon enemy. 

I  come  now  to  the  tliird  party  in  Ireland,  the  Catliolics,  wlio 
«re  the  Irish,  properly  so  called,  and  who  form  almost  tlic  en- 
tire body  of  the  peasantry'  of  the  country.  The  various  confis- 
cations, produced  by  tlie  Wat's  of  five  centuries,  and  the  silent 
operation  of  the  laws  for  150  years,  have  stripped  the  Catholics 
of  almost  all  property  in  land ;  the  great  bulk  of  them  are  in  the 
lowest  degree  of  misery  and  want,  liewers  of  wood  and  drawers 
•f  water;  bread  tliey  seldom  taste,  meat  never,  save  once  in  the 
jaw;  they  live  in  wretched  hovels,  they  labor  incessantly^ 
nd  flieir  landlords,  tlie  Protestant  aristocracy,  have  so  calcula- 
tad,  that  the  utmost  tliey  can  gain,  by  tliis  continual  toil,  will 
baroly  suffice  to  imy  the  rent,  at  which  these  petty  despots  as- 
ms flieir  wretched  habitations ;  tlieir  food,  the  whole  year  round, 
■potntoeB,  their  drink,  sometimes  niilk,moi^  frequently  water; 
IhoMof  than  who  attempt  to  cultivate  a  spot  of  ground  as  farm- 
af%  are  fiNroed,  in  addition  to  a  heavy  rent,  to  ]iay  tythes  to  the 
Fiieifai  of  the  Protestant  religion,  which  they  neither  profess, 
YoL.  11.-^24 
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nor  believe ;  their  own  Priests  fleece  tlicin.  Such  \h  tlie  coniK* 
tion  of  the  peasantry  of  Ireland,  above  39OOO9OOO  of  people. 
But  though  tliere  be  little  property  in  land,  there  is  a  considera- 
ble share  of  tlic  coinmei'ce  of  Ireland  in  the  hands  of  tlie  Catho- 
lic body ;  their  merchants  tu^e  highly  i*es])ectable,  and  well  in- 
formed ;  they  ai-e  perfectly  sensible,  as  well  of  tlieir  own  situa- 
tion, as  that  of  their  country.  It  Ls  of  tliese  men,  with  a  few  of 
the  Catliolic  gentr}',  whose  pro]ierty  escajied  tlic  fisings  of  flie 
English  invaders,  that  tlieir  General  Committee,  of  which  I 
shall  have  occasion  to  speak  by-iind-by.  is  composed,  and  it  is 
w  itii  their  leaders  tliat  tiie  union  witli  the  Dissenters,  so  infi- 
nitely impoiiant  to  Ireland,  and,  if  rightly  understood,  to  France 
Also,  has  been  formed. 

I  have  now  stated  the  respective  situation,  strength  and  view;^ 
of  thc|Nirties  of  Ii-eland  ;  tliatistosay :  FirsU  The  Protestants, 
450,000;  comprising  the  great  body  of  the  aristocracy,  which 
supports  and  is  suppcH-ted  by  England.  Their  strength  is  en- 
tirely artificial,  composed  of  the  power  and  influence  which  the 
pati*onage  of  Government  gives  them.  They  have  in  tlieir  buids 
all  appointments  in  every  Department,  in  the  church,  the  army, 
the  revenue,  tlie  navy,  the  law,  and  a  great  proportion  of  the 
landed  property  of  tlie  country,  acquired  and  maintained  at 
has  been  stated ;  but  it  caimot  escajie  the  penetration  of  ibe 
'French  Government  that  all  tlieir  apparent  power  is  pordj 
iktitioas ;  tlie  strength  tliey  derive  from  Government  results 
solely  from  opinion ;  the  instant  that  prop  is  withdrawn,  the 
edifice  tumbles  into  ruins ;  the  strength  of  property  acquired 
like  tlieirs  by  the  sworil,  continues  no  longer  than  tlie  sword  can 
defend  it,  and,  numerically,  the  Protestants  are  but  one  tenth  of 
the  ]ieople. 

Second.  Tlie  Dissenters,  900,000,  who  form  a  large  and  re- 
spectable portion  of  the  middle  ranks  of  the  community.  Theae 
are  tlic  class  of  men  best  informed  ui  Ireland ;  they  constitoted 
the  bulk  of  what  we  called  the  volunteer  army  in  1782,  during 
the  last  war,  which  extorted  large  concessions  from  Englaadp 
and  would  hare  completely  established  tlieir  liberty,  had  ttegr 
been  then,  as  they  are  now,  united  with  flieir  Cathcdic  bretiireB^ 
They  are  all,  to  a  man,  sincere  Republicans,  and  devoted  witt 
entliusiasm  to  the  cause  of  liberty  and  France ;  they  wonld  makio 
perhaps  the  best  soldiers  in  Ireland,  and  are  already  in  a 
siderable  degree  trained  to  arms. 
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The  Cadiolics.  3.150.000.  These  air  the  Irish, 
praperly  so  callciL  trained  rrom  their  infancy  in  an  hereditary 
hatred  and  ahhorrencc  of  tiie  English  name,  which  conveys  to 
them  no  ideas  but  those  oT  blood  and  pillage  and  persecutioiu 
This  class  is  strong  in  numbers,  and  in  misery-,  vrhicli  makes 
men  bold ;  they  are  used  to  every  species  of  hanlship :  they  can 
live  on  little :  they  are  easily  dotlied :  they  are  bdd  and  active : 
they  are  prepared  for  any  change,  lor  tliey  feel  that  no  change 
can  make  their  situation  worse.  For  these  five  yeare,  they  have 
fixed  their  eyes  most  earnestly  on  France,  whom  they  look  up- 
ottf  irith  great  justice,  as  fighting  their  battles,  as  well  as  those 
of  all  mankind  wlio  are  opprcsseiL  Of  this  class,  I  will  stake 
my  head,  there  are  five  hundred  tlioiisancl  men,  who  would  fly 
to  the  standard  of  tlic  Republic  if  they  saw  it  once  displayed  in 
the  cause  of  liberty  and  their  country. 

From  what  I  have  said,  it  appears  that  all  the  artificial 
strength  of  Ireland  is  implicitly  devoted  to  England,  and  deci- 
dedly adverse  to  France ;  tliat  all  tlie  natural  strength  is  equal- 
ly devoted  to  France,  and  adverse  to  England :  for  this  plain 
reason,  that  in  tlie  one,  tliey  look  for  a  deliverer,  in  tlie  other, 
they  see  a  tyrant  It  is  now  necessary  to  state  tlie  organiza- 
tion of  the  people  of  Ireland ;  and  hero  1  must  be  allowed  to  ob- 
serve, that  even  if  there  ^-ere  no  previous  organization,  tlie  mea- 
florea  which  I  shall  submit  would  not  be  the  less  advisable  and 
practicable.  Organization,  like  machinery,  may  be  necessary 
to  enaUea  small  force  to  raise  a  great  weight;  but  a  whole 
people  can  act  by  their  natural  strength.  The  Republic  may 
rely  with  confidence  to  meet  support  from  the  Dissenters,  ac- 
toited  by  reason  and  reflection,  from  tlie  Catholics,  impelled  by 
and  inflamed  by  detestation  of  the  English  name, 
the  actual  force  of  Ireland,  and,  in  addition  to  tlicir 
ilwgtb,  fliey  are  organized  also. 

In  the  year  ir91,tIieDissenter8of  Belfast,  which  is  the  prin- 
cipal dtj  in  Ulster,  and,  as  it  were,  the  metropolis  of  that  great 
Imijf  fiwned  the  first  club  of  United  Irishmen,  so  called,  be- 
OBMe  in  that  club,  for  the  first  time  in  Ireland,  Dissenii'rs  and 
ITattiriirt  were  seentogetlier  in  harmony  and  union.  A  similar 
iaimediately  formed  in  Dublin,  which  became  speedily 
Ibr  Ha  pnblicaticms  and  tlie  sufferings  of  its  members, 
af  wlMm  where  thnmn  into  im'son  by  tlie  Govenimenf • 
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whose  terror  at  tliis  rising  spirit  or  union  amongst  tlie  people^ 
may  be  estimated  from  the  severity  with  which  they  persecutisd 
those  who  were  most  active  in  promoting  it  Tliis  persecution 
however,  far  from  quelling  the  spirit^  only  served  to  make  the 
people  more  cautious  and  guartled  in  their  measures.  Means 
have  been  adopted  to  spi-ead  similar  clubs  tliroughout  Ulster» 
the  scat  of  the  Dissenting  power,  tlie  oliject  of  which  is  to  sub- 
vert tlie  tyranny  of  England,  to  establish  tlie  indepenilence  of 
Ireland,  and  to  frame  a  free  republic  on  tlie  broad  basis  of  li- 
berty and  e(]uality*  These  (*lubs  were  i*apidly  filled,  and  ex- 
tendedy  in  June  last,  over  about  two-thinls  of  that  province.  I 
am  satisfied  that,  by  tliis  time,  they  embrace  the  wliolc  of  it, 
and  compi-iso  tlie  activity  and  energy  of  the  Dissenters  of  Irc^ 
land,  including,  also,  numbers  of  tlie  most  spirited  and  intelli- 
gent of  the  Catholic  body.  Tlie  members  are  all  bound  by  an 
oath  of  secrecy,  and  could,  on  a  proper  occasion,  I  have  not  tlie 
smallest  doubt,  raise  the  entire  foi*ce  of  the  province  of  Ulster, 
flie  most  populous,  the  most  warlike,  and  the  most  informed 
quarter  of  the  nation. 

For  the  Catholics,  from  what  has  been  said  of  tlieir  situation, 
it  will  appear  tliat  little  previous  arrangement  would  be*  neces- 
sary to  ensure  their  unanimous  support  of  any  measure  which 
held  out  to  them  a  chance  of  bettering  their  condition ;  yet  they 
also  have  an  organization,  commencing  about  the  same  time 
with  the  clubs  last  mentioned,  but  composing  Catliolica  only. 
Until  witliin  these  few  months,  this  organization  bafflted  the 
most  active  vigilance  of  the  Irish  Government,  unsuccessfidly 
employed  to  discover  its  principles,  and,  to  this  hour,  they  an^ 
I  believe,  unapprized  of  its  extent  The  ikct  is,  that  in  Jme 
last  it  embraced  the  whole  peasantry  of  the  provinces  of  Ulslery 
Leinster,  and  Ct>nnaught  three-fourths  of  the  nation ;  and  I  hnt 
little  doubt  but  it  has  since  extended  into  Munstcr,  Hie 
ing  province.  These  men,  who  are  called  Defenders, 
pletely  organized  on  a  military  plan,  divided  according  to  their 
respective  districts,  and  officered  by  men  chosen  by  tbemaelvM ; 
tiie  princi^e  of  their  union  is  implicit  obedience  to  llie  or- 
ders of  those  whom  they  have  elected  finr  their  Generals,  ud 
ivhose  object  is  the  emandpation  of  their  country,  the  subver- 
sion ai  Enj^idi  usurpation,  and  the  bettering  the  conditm  of 
the  wretched  peasantry  of  Ireland.   The  oy es  of  flus  Triide  body* 
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vUdi  nay  be  mid,  almost  without  a  figure,  to  be  the  people  of 
Itfland,  are  tamed,  with  the  most  anxious  cxpoctation,  to 
Fkancic,  for  assistance  and  supjMrt  llie  oath  of  tlieir  union  re- 
riles,  **  That  they  will  be  faithful  to  tiie  united  nations  of  France 
*<  and  Ireland,"  and  several  of  them  have  ali*eaciy  sealed  it  with 
tlirir  blood.  I  suppose  there  is  no  instance  of  a  conspiracy,  if  ^ 
whole  people  can  be  said  to  conspire,  which  has  continued  for  so 
■lany  years  as  this  has  done,  where  the  secret  has  been  so  re- 
figkNisly  kept,  and  where,  in  so  vast  a  number,  so  few  traitois 
have  been  fimnd. 

This  organization  of  the  Defenders  embraces  tlie  whole 
peasantry  of  Ii-eland,  being  Catholics.  There  is  also  a  further 
srganisation  of  the  Catholics,  which  is  called  tlie  General  Com- 
■itteCt  and  to  which  I  have  already  alluded.  This  was  a  represent- 
ative body,  chosen  by  the  Catholics  at  large,  and  consisting  of 
the  principal  merchants  and  traders,  the  members  of  professions, 
and  a  few  of  tiie  remaining  Catliolic  gentry  of  Ireland.  Tliis 
hody,  which  has  sate  repeatedly  in  tlie  capital,  at  the  same  time 
with  the  Parliament,  and  has  twice  within  four  years,  sent  am« 
to  the  King  of  England,  possesses  a  very  great  influ- 
on  the  minds  of  the  Catholics  tliroughout  the  nation,  and 
especially  decides  the  movements  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  a  cir- 
%  whose  importance,  when  well  directed,  it  is  un- 
to suggest  to  men  so  enlightened  as  those  who  com* 
the  Government  of  France.  It  is  true,  that,  by  a  late  act  of 
(he  Iriih  Legislature,  this  body  is  prevented  from  meeting  in  a 
fcive  capacity,  but  the  individuals  who  compose  it  still 
this  act,  without  diminishing  their  power  or  influence, 
stlD  more  alienated  their  minds  from  the  British  Govern- 
in  Ireland,  against  which  they  were  already  sufficiently, 
widi  great  reason,  exasperated.  It  is  but  justice  to  the 
Committee,  in  whose  service  I  had  tlie  honor  to  be,  dur- 
whole  of  their  activity,  and  whose  confidence  I  had  the 
to  acquire  and  retain,  to  say,  that  thei-e  is  no  where 
ts-le  iMnd  men  of  purer  patriotism,  more  sincerely  attached  to 
ItefrfBciples  of  liberty,  or  who  would  be  more  likely  in  an  ar- 
iMBS  crisis  to  conduct  themselves  with  abilities  and  firmness. 
IdB  aid,  fkom  my  personal  knowledge,  that  a  great  majority 
sf  ftsse  able  and  honest  men  who  comjiose  it  are  sincere  i-epub- 
ily  attached  to  tlie  cause  of  France,  and  as  IrisW 
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men  and  as  CaHiolics,  doubly  bound  to  detest  the  tjrraany  and 
domination  of  England,  which  has  so  often  deluged  their  country 
with  tlieir  best  blood. 

I  have  now  stated  the  three  modes  of  organization  which  exist 
in  Ireland— 

Ist  The  Dissenters*  with  some  of  the  most  spirited  and  m- 
lightened  of  the  Catliolics«  under  the  name  of  United  IrishmeUf 
whose  central  point  is  Belfast,  the  capital  of  Ulster. 

2d.  The  Defenders,  forming  tiie  great  body  of  the  Catholic 
peasantry,  amounting  to  3,000,000  of  people,  and  wlio  cover 
ttie  entire  face  of  the  country. 

5d.  Tlie  General  Committee  of  the  Catliolics,  representing 
the  talents  and  propeily  of  that  body,  possessing  a  very  great 
influence  every  where  in  Ireland,  and  especially  deciding  the 
movements  of  the  capital. 

I  hazard  nothing  in  asserting,  that  these  three  bodies  are 
alike  animated  with  an  ardent  desire  for  the  independence  of 
Ireland,  an  abhorrence  of  British  tyranny,  and  a  sincere  at* 
tachment  to  the  cause  of  the  French  Republic  ;  and,  what  is  of 
very  great  consequence,  they  ha^-e  a  perfect  good  understanding 
and  communication  with  each  other,  (that  is  to  say,  timr  leaders^) 
so  that,  on  any  great  emergency*  there  would  be  no  possiUt 
doubt  of  their  mutual  co-operation.  Many  of  the  most  activo 
members  of  the  General  Committee*  for  example,  are  also  inflw 
clubs  of  the  United  Irishmen ;  many  of  the  oflfeers  of  the  De- 
fenders, particularly  those  at  the  head  of  their  aShirs,  are  abo 
either  members  of  those  clubs,  <nr  in  unreserved  oonfidenoe  and 
communication  with  those  who  regulate  and  guide  them,  ne 
central  point  of  all  this  is  undoubtedly  Belfast,  whidi  influeiiOMy 
and  which  deserves  to  influence,  the  measures  of  all  tlie  otfaenb 
and  what  I  consider  as  extremely  singular,  the  leaders  of  the 
Defenders  in  Ulster,  who  are  all  Catholics,  are  inmorBregalar 
habits  of  communication,  and  are  more  determined  by  tlie  Dis- 
senters of  Belfast,  than  by  their  Catholic  hrefluren  of  Didilii^ 
with  whom  they  hold  much  less  interooorae. 

I  shall  add  a  few  words  on  the  military  force  of  Irelaiid»  and 
on  the  navy,  and  tben'I  shall  conclude  this  memorial*  wiiicii»  in 
spite  of  all  ny  eflbrts  to  condense  it^  I  frd  growing  iindw  my 
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Ib  the  month  of  June,  1795,  when  I  left  Ireland,  the  army, 
m  I  believe^  amounted  to  about  30^000  men^  of  which  12^000 
vtre  troops  of  the  line,  or  fencibles,  and  18,000  were  militia ; 
a  great  proportion  of  the  former,  viz.  the  cavalry  and  artillery, 
and  all  the  latter,  being  Irish.  I  believe  a  considerable  number 
have  been  since  detached  to  the  Wr^t  Indies  and  elsewhere ;  if 
10,  the  relative  proportion  of  Irish  must  be  increased,  as  the 
■ulitia  cannot  be  ordered  on  foreign  service.  For  tlie  cavalry 
■■d  artillery,  which,  taken  together,  may  make  3,000  men,  or 
■pwards,  I  cannot  speak  with  certainty ;  but  my  belief  is,  that 
if  tbey  saw  any  prospect  of  permanent  support  they  would  not 
act  against  their  country.  For  the  remaining  9,000  men  of  the 
tnops  of  flie  line  and  fencibles,  they  arc  a  wretched  assemblage 
if  M  men  and  boys,  incapable  of  tlie  duties  of  active  service ; 
WMj  resistance  they  could  make,  if  they  were  inclined  to  resist, 
ooaU  be  but  trifling,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  tliey  would 
■St  be  so  inclined,  several  of  the  fencibic  regiments  being  Scotch, 
■■d  already  more  than  half  disaffected  to  die  Grovemment  For 
Ae  nulitilaf  they  consisted,  at  the  time  I  mention,  of  about  1 8, 000 
as  fine  troops  as  any  in  Europe.  Of  tliese  at  least  16,000 
Catholics,  and  of  those  a  very  great  poi-tion  were  actually 
svem  Defenders,  who  were  compelled  to  enter  tlie  service  to 
svoid  prosecution.  I  learn,  that  since  my  departure  from  Ire* 
hadf  Defenderism  has  spread  rapidly  among  tliem,  and  tliat  num- 
ben  bKve  been  imprisoned  on  that  account.  I  have  not  a  shadow 
sCdoiditM  my  mind,  but  that  the  militia  would,  in  caseofcmer- 
geacYf  to  a  man,  join  their  countrymen  in  tlirowing  oflT  the  yoke 
sf  KsgianJ,  provided  proper  measures  were  taken,  and  tliat 
ttqr  saw  a  reasonable  prospect  of  success. 
•  For  the  navy,  I  have  already  said  tliat  Ireland  has  furnished 
m  less  flum  80,000  seamen,  and  tliat  two-tliii*ds  of  tlie  English 
tnt  are  manned  by  Irishmen.  I  will  here  state  tlie  grounds  of 
I.  Fir^  I  have  myself  heard  several  British  officers^ 
them,  some  of  \ery  distinguished  reputation,  say  so. 
BsosDdlyy  I  know  that  when  the  Catliolic  delegates,  whom  I  had 
the  iMmor  to  attend,  were  at  St  James*,  in  January,  1793,  in 
Ike  come  of  Ae  discussion  widi  IIeni7  Dundas,  principal  Se- 
cnlaiy  of  State,  they  asserted  the  fact  to  be  as  I  have  mention- 
ed aad  Mr.  Dundas  admitted  it,  which  he  would  most  certainly 
Ml  kare  done  if  he  conld  have  denied  it.    And.  lastly,  on  my 
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voyage  to  Amrrira^  our  vessel  was  boanled  by  a  British  frigate, 
whose  crew  consisted  of  220  men,  of  whom  no  less  than  210 
were  Irish,  as  1  found  by  inquiry.  I  submit  the  imiioi'tance  of 
tliis  fact  to  the  particular  notice  of  tlie  Fi-ench  Government. 

From  all  which  has  been  said,  I  triust  it  will  a])|)ear  tliat  it 
is  the  interest  of  France  to  sepamte  Ireland  from  England ; 
and  that  it  is  morally  certain  tliat  the  attempt,  if  made,  w  ould 
succee<l,  for  tlie  following  i^casoiis:  1st.  That  all  the  Dissenters 
arc  disatfectcd  to  England,  attached  to  France,  and  sufficiently 
organized.  2d.  That  the  whole  Catliolic  peasantry  of  Ireland, 
above  3,000,000  of  people^  arc,  to  a  man,  eager  to  throw  ofrthe 
English  yoke ;  that  tliey  also  arc  organized,  and  tliat  part 
of  the  fundamental  oath,  by  which  they  are  bound  as  Defenders, 
is  to  be  true  as  well  to  France  as  to  Ireland.  Sd.  That  there  is 
a  certainty  of  a  perfect  harmony  and  co-operation  between  tlicse 
two  great  bodies,  which  constitute  nine-tenths  of  tlie  population 
of  Ii*eland.  4th.  That  the  British  Government  cannot  reckon 
on  any  firm  support  from  the  army,  above  two-tliirds  of  which 
arc  Irishmen,  and,  of  that  number,  nearly  10,000  being,  as  I 
am  informe<l  and  believe,  actually  sworn  Defenders.  5th.  That 
it  is  at  least  possible  tliat,  by  projier  measures  to  be  adopted  re- 
lative to  the  Irishmen  now  serving  in  tlie  navy  of  England,  her 
power  at  sea  might  receive  such  a  shock  as  it  has  never  yet  ex- 
perienced ;  and  6tli,  and  lastly,  tliat  if  these  facts  be  as  I  have 
here  stated  them,  it  would  be  impassible  for  the  Protestant  aris- 
trocracy  in  Ireland  to  make  any  stand  whatsoever,  even  for  an 
hour,  in  defence  of  the  connection  with  England* 

Having  now  submitted  the  actual  situation  of  Ireland  to  the 
notice  of  the  French  Government,  I  shall  oflbr,  in  a  second  me- 
morial,  the  plan  which  I  conceive  most  likely  to  effectuate  the 
separation  of  that  country  from  Great  Britain. 


*  ^ 
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SECOND  MEMORIAI. 

Having  stated  in  a  former  inemoriaI«  the  nctiinl  NitiintiiMi  nn<l 
cimunstanccs  o(  Ireland,  I  shall  now  submit  Mitm^  ninuiH  which, 
in  my  judgment,  will  be  mast  likely  to  enWIiinie  tlio  grrat  nh- 
jfct  of  separating  tliat  country  fi'oni  England,  and  eMltihlkhlng 
hor  as  an  independent  Republic,  in  strict  alliaiuT  with  KrHm-i*. 
I  shall  first  mention  tliasc  measures  whose*  exrrulion  fli*|N'iMl  on 
IkFraich  Republic,  and  next  tliosc  which  will  hv.  to  lie  e«i'- 
fated  by  the  people  of  Ireland. 

In  the  first  place,  I  beg  leave  to  lay  it  down  as  jnrliH|ien4;ihli% 
that  a  body  of  French  troops  HlK>ulfl  lie  lainied  in  IrelHnd,  with 
a  Gcaerai  at  their  head,  of  establishefJ  reputatirm,  wIki«i^  nttfftt. 
shoHld  be  known  in  tliat  countn*.  a  f-muntHUum:^.  of  ftmHUUri^ 

m 

hk  iH^arbuice,  and  I  roost  be  permittH  to  ribvn#*  l»^f^«  th»t, 
if  haoUiag  the  pride  and  redwing  t>i^  f^piKtrf^  Kn^laod  \f^. 
SB  object  vitfa  the  French  Repnbiir,  I  kmrm  ftfp  p4^^  vh^f  f^i^ 
Tfiy  heal  Geaeral  in  their  ^rsir^  <-/mM  li#r  «^rpf/^»d.  ^Hli^r 
wilk  mmt  n^potatiofi  y>  hiss^lf.  f^  SmHlt  tr#  tv  j^Mk  /  »f»<^. 
With  reiprd  xo  th^  fcr^nrti  0/  ♦fcU  amy.  it  «  my  4t^f  V» 
■ptak  «bh  caarfnr  »  ^  G^^ram^nf.  1^  'w^t.  if  p^ywihl^.  Vr 
he  of  Saom  B».  It  kaac  :  z^'jA  ^  vHirh  »honM  Itwwf  sit*  t^%f 

rantma^iOf^vt  *»vit*<   vfoiir.   uwf    ' ///,  iti  ♦M 

sear  B^^tSu^t.    P  ^n    mr^^n^  ^"^    wS  m 

I  hspra  MOtfiaaBd.  omM  1^  ^mr  .n  ii^  Irvf  xi^^smtp  ,t  w^^\A 

of  tto  CapiaL  W)f    ilwtiUL   n    'sir?,  isi^'-*    y^wyaxrw*  '/   ^W 
ry»    The  ^r^r^m^nt  n  *T.«fpnr^  *V#'j«»    ••'^#<  %ll 

the  Ts^Kmur-   ii^   >^  ^^^     W'  A^mir<^    h^ 
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^  >.>4iHi  ill*  the  entire  rountrvy  ^  itiiout  striking  a  bloWy  a.s  iu 
^  i  iiH*re  wuiild«  in  that  ntse,  be  no  organized  force  to  make 
ix>i<tuni-e.  but  for  this,  20,000  men  would  be  necessary.  If, 
lioHe^er.  the  other  indispensable  an-angements  of  the  French 
Kepublir.  would  ivnder  it  imiH)Ssible  to  send  such  a  force,  1 
offer  it  as  my  opinion,  and  1  enti*eat  it  may  be  remembered  that 
.1,000  is  the  ver>  lowest  number,  witli  which  the  attempt  could 
be  made  w  ith  any  thing  like  ceHainty  of  success,  in  which  case« 
the  landing  should  be  effectuated  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  where 
the  |K'ople  are  in  the  givatest  fonvanlness,  as  to  military  pre* 
imration.  It  is  unnecessary  to  observe  here,  that,  commencing 
iHir  oiKM'ations  at  100  miles  distance  from  tlie  capital,  of  which 
the  enemy  would  be  in  full  possession,  would  give  tliem  vei7 
great  advantages  over  us  at  fii*st ;  they  would  still  have,  in 
a  degree,  the  law  of  opinion  in  their  fa\or,  and  they  would, 
at  least  for  some  time,  irtnin  the  Ti-easur} ,  tlie  Post  Office, 
and  all  tlie  other  advantages  which  an  established  organiza- 
tion would  natunilly  give  them.  Nevertheless,  with  5,000 
men,  an  able  General,  and  the  measuiTs  which  I  shall  hereafter 
mention,  1  should  have  no  doubt  of  our  ultimate  success;  but 
then  we  should  have  to  fight  haril  for  our  liberties,  and  we 
should  lose  many  gi-eat  advantages  which  a  sufficient  force 
in  the  commenceinent  would  give  us,  particularly  that  of  dis- 
organi'/ing  at  onre  the  existing  Government  of  Ireland. 

SupiNvsing  the  numlier  to  be  5,000.  a  large  proportion  shouM 
he  artillerists,  of  which  we  ai*e  quite  unjirovided.  Tliey  should 
be  the  very  best  tnM>|vs  that  France  could  furnish,  men  who 
had  actually  seen  lianl  service,  and  who  would  be  capable  of 
training  and  dis(iplining  the  Irish  army.  The  necessity  of  tiiis 
is  too  obvious  to  need  any  fui-ther  comment  I  do  not  go  here 
into  an>  military  detail  on  the  conduct  of  the  war ;  if  the  mea* 
suiv  be  adoptiMJ.  I  shall  hofie  to  be  admitted  to  a  conferenoe 
w  ith  the  General,  who  may  be  appointed  to  tlie  command,  and 
then,  with  the  map  of  the  country  before  us,  I  will  submity  wi& 
great  deference,  my  ideas  on  tliat  head. 

Befoi-c  I  quit  the  subject  of  the  foi-ce  necessary,  I  wish  to  ob- 
sen  e  tliat,  in  my  first  memorial,  I  ba\  c  always  said  that  tho 
army,  and  especially  the  militia,  would,  I  was  satisfied,  declare 
Cor  tlRMr  countr}',  •>  if  tliey  iaro  a  reoMomUe  protped  of  ngn 
port^**  by  which  I  would  be  understood  to  jnean  an  imposfaig 
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fbrce  in  the  iii'st  instance.  1  cannot  commit  myself  as  to  w)iat 
might  be  their  conduct  in  case  5,000  men  only  wei*e  landed.  I 
hope,  and  I  believe,  but  1  cannot  pasitively  affimi,  that  they 
would  join  tlie  standard  of  their  cmmtry ;  but,  even  if  they  wei-e, 
contrar}'  to  my  expectations,  to  adhei-e  to  tlie  British  Goveiii- 
ment,  tlie  only -difference  would  be,  that,  in  that  event  we  should 
ha\e  a  civil  war,  which  I  would  most  earnestly  wish,  if  possible, 
to  avoid.  As  to  tlie  people  at  large,  I  am  jierfectly  satisfi(^d  that, 
whether  tliere  were  20  or  10,  or  even  5,000  men  laiidnl,  it 
would,  as  to  them,  make  no  manner  of  difference.  1  know  they 
would  flock  to  the  Republican  standaitl  in  such  numbers,  sis  to 
embarrass  the  General-in-Chief.  It  would  be  just  as  easy  in  a 
month^s  time  to  have  an  army  in  Ireland  of  200,000  men,  as  of 
10,000,  and,  therefore,  it  is,  that,  i-eckoning  on  tliis  disposition  of 
the  people,  I  say,  and  repeat,  that  I  would  not  have  a  shadow  of 
doubt  of  our  ultimate  success,  pm^ided  we  had  a  body  of  even 
5,000  disciplined  troops  to  commence  witli ;  a  smaller  number 
would,  I  apprehend,  be  hardly  able  to  maintain  tiiemselves  until 
Aey  could  be  joined  by  the  jieople,  as  the  Government  of  Ireland 
would  be  able  instantly  to  tui*n  against  them  such  a  body  of 
troops  (who,  in  that  case,  would,  I  fear,  adheiT  to  them,)  as 
would  swallow  tliein  up ;  the  conse(|ucnce  of  which  would  be,  be- 
sides the  loss  to  France  of  the  men  and  money,  the  bringing 
Ireland,  even  more  than  she  is  at  present,  under  the  yoke  of 
British  ti'ranny,  the  bi'eaking  for  ever  tlie  lioiies  and  sjiirits  of 
her  people,  and  the  rendering  all  pi-os]iect  of  her  emancipation, 
at  any  future  jieriod,  utterly  imi)i*acticable  and  desperate. 

As  to  amis  and  ammunition,  I  can  only  say,  that  tlie  more 
there  is  of  botli,  the  better.  If  the  Republic  can  send  to  Ireland 
100,000  stand  of  arms,  there  ai*e  double  the  number  of  hands 
mdy  to  put  them  in.  A  large  train  of  ailillcry,  that  is  to  say, 
Idd  pieces,  as  we  have  no  foilified  placet),  is  absolutely  iiidis- 
yoMabky  togetlier  with  a  coiisiderable  proportion  of  ex]ierienced 
;  engineers,  used  to  field  practice,  are  also  highly 
As  to  money,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  detorinine  the  sum. 
If  80,000  men  wei'e  sent,  I  should  say  tliat  jmy  for  40,000  for 
Ikrae  WMinths  would  be  amply  sufficient,  as,  before  that  time  was 
caqiredi  we  should  have  all  the  resources  of  Ireland  in  our 
hands.  If  but  5,000  be  sent,  I  submit  the  qiiaiituin  neccssaiy 
to  the  wisdom  and  liberality  of  the  French  Government,  obseiT- 
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ing  only  that  we  could  not,  in  that  case,  calculate  at  once  on 
the  immediate  possessions  of  the  funds^  "whichy  in  the  other  in- 
stance, we  could  seize  directly. 

Vei^  much  would  depend  upon  the  manifesto,  to  be  published 
on  tlie  first  landing.  I  conceive  tlie  declai*ation  of  the  object 
and  intentions  of  the  Republic  should  contain,  among  others, 
the  following  topics : 

1st.  An  absolute  disavowal  of  all  idea  of  conquest,  and  a 
statement  that  tlie  French  came  as  (i'lcnds  and  brothers,  with 
no  other  view  than  to  assist  the  people  in  throwing  off  tlie  yoke 
of  England.  2d.  A  declaration  of  perfect  security  and  protec- 
tion to  the  free  exercise  of  all  religions,  without  distinction  or 
prefei'cnce,  and  the  perpetual  abolition  of  all  ascendency,  or 
connectitm,  between  church  and  state.  Sd.  A  declaration  of 
perfect  security  and  protection  of  persons  and  property,  to  all 
who  should  demean  themselves  as  good  citizens,  and  friends  to 
the  liberty  of  their  country,  with  strong  denunciations  against 
those  who  should  support  or  countenance  the  cause  of  British 
tyranny  and  usurpation.  4th.  An  invitation  to  the  people  to 
join  the  Republican  standani,  and  a  promise  to  recommend  to 
tlie  future  Legislature  of  their  country  every  individual  who 
should  distinguish  himself  by  his  courage,  zeal,  and  ability. 
5tl].  An  inviUition  to  the  people  immediately  to  organize  them- 
selves, and  form  a  national  convention,  for  the  purpose  of  fram- 
ing a  Grovemment,  and  of  administering  tlie  affairs  of  Ireland^ 
until  such  Grovemment  could  be  framed  and  put  in  activity. 

Other  topics  will  naturally  suggest  themselves;  bat  these 
seem  to  me,  from  my  knowletlge  of  Ireland,  to  be  among  flie 
most  likely,  as  well  to  raise  the  people,  as  to  remove  the  fhars 
and  anxieties,  especially  on  the  great  heads  of  property  and 
religion,  of  many  who  might  otlierwise  be  neutral,  or  periiaps 
advei*se,  but  who  would  gladly  support  the  independence  (tf  thdr 
country,  when  satisfied  as  to  these  points.  It  is  with  the  most 
sincere  pleasure  that  1  can  assure  the  French  Govemmenti  fliat 
their  singular  moderation  with  regard  to  Holland,  when  that 
country  lay  at  their  mercy,  had  an  inconceivable  efltet  on  the 
mind  of  every  independent  man  in  Ireland,  and  renioved» 
almost  entirely,  the  reluctance  which  many  felt  to  pit  tliesi- 
selves  to  the  hazard  and  uncertainty  of  a  revdution* 
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To  rccapitalate :  What  I  conceive  would  be  indispensably 
accessary  to  be  furnished*  on  the  part  of  the  French  Republic^ 
would  be :  1st.  •An  armed  forccj  not  exceeding  20,000  men, 
nor  less  than  5,000.  If  20,000,  to  be  landed  as  near  Dublin  as 
possible  ;  if  a  smaller  number,  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  near 
Belfast.  2d.  A  General  whose  name  and  character  should  be 
veil  known  in  Ireland.  3d.  Arms  and  ammunition,  as  much 
as  could  be  spared :  a  train  of  aiiillery,  with  an  adequate  num- 
ber of  experienced  canonniers  and  engineei-s.  4th.  Such  a  sum 
of  money  as  the  French  Government  might  feel  necessary,  and 
could  giiuit,  consistently  with  their  other  arrangements. 

On  the  part  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  the  measures  which  I 
oonceivG  would  be  most  immediately  necessaiy,  to  ensure  sue* 
cen  and  establish  oui*  independence,  would  be  as  follow : 

FirsU  of  coui*se,  to  raise  as  many  soldiers  as  we  had  arms  to 
fnt  into  their  hands,  which  would  be  tlic  only  limitation  as  to 
Bombers. 

Beamdly,  To  call  a  national  convention*  for  which  a  basis  is 
hid  in  the  General  Committee  of  the  Catliolics,  mentioned  in 
my  first  memorial,  who,  when  joined  by  Delegates  from  the 
DisBentcrs,  would  be  actually  the  representatives  of  nine-tcntlis 
of  tiie  people.  The  first  act  of  the  Convention  thus  constituted 
dioald  be,  to  declare  tliemscl  ves  the  i*epresentatives  of  the  Irish 
people,  free  and  independent,  and,  in  that  capacity  to  form  an 
affiance,  oficnsi ve  and  defensive,  with  the  French  Republic ;  stij)- 
ttlatini^that  neither  party  should  make  peace  with  England  with- 
ont  the  other,  and  until  the  two  Republics  wei*e  acknowledged, 
aid  also  a  treaty  of  commerce,  on  terms  of  mutual  advantage. 
As  the  immediate  formation  of  a  national  convention  is  of  the 
kst  importance^  I  wish  eainiestly  to  pi-ess  on  tlie  notice  of  the 
Wnudtk  Govemment  tlie  unspeakable  advantage  of  having,  if 
pasriUe,  an  imposing  force,  in  tlie  first  instance,  for  this  reason ; 
ttit  flie  men  of  a  certain  rank  in  life,  and  situation,  as  to  pro- 
patyy  (fiir  instance,  the  actual  membci-s  of  the  Catholic  Com* 
mUlirr,  who  must  be  tliose  who  naturally  would  form  tlie  conven- 
tiiB,)  wooldy  in  that  case,  at  once  declare  tiiemselves,  and  begin  to 
ac^  which  I  cannot  venture  to  ensure  that  they  would  do,  at  least 
Ivaoiiie  time,  if  they  saw  but  a  small  force  landed.  For  the 
peat  body  of  tiie  people,  whom  I  have  mentioned  as  being  or- 
gudnd  under  the  name  of  Defenders,  and  a'gi-eat  proportion 
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of  tlic  Dissenters,  tiie  iiiiiiiber  to  be  landed  is  of  little  coilsc- 
qnenre  as  to  them  :  for  my  firm  belief  is,  tliat  if  but  one  tliou- 
sand  French  wei^e  landed,  it  would  be  impossible  to  prevent  the 
pesvsantry  of  livland  from  nsing,  as  one  dian,  to  join  tliem ; 
but  then,  ^e  should  lose  the  inestimable  advantages  which  would 
rr^iult  from  the  immediate  organization  of  a  bcxlyy  which  could 
call  itself  the  (iovei*nment  of  Iivland,  and,  as  such,  instantly 
assume  the  legislative  and  executive  functions,  i*aisc  money, 
grant  commissions,  and,  es|)ecially,  conclude  the  alliance  witii 
France,  the  eclat  of  which  must  naturally  pitxluce  the  most  be- 
neficisd  and  im|)oi-tant  consequences.  Without  such  an  an*ange- 
ment,  our  commencement  would  have  moi-e  the  air  of  an  insur- 
rection, than  a  Revolution  :  and  though,  I  again  repeat,  I  would 
have  no  doubt  of  tlie  ultimate  success  of  the  attempt,  yet  the 
diflicultiesy  at  fii*st,  would  be  multiplied,  in  propoi-tion  to  the 
Rmallness  of  the  force  which  might  be  landed.  The  measures 
which  I  am  now  about  to  mention,  which  can  only  be  eflTectually 
executed  by  a  body  which  can,  with  some  appearance  of  justice, 
call  itself  tlie  Irish  Government  will  show,  at  once,  the  indis- 
pi*nsable  necessity  of  a  national  convention  being  organized ; 
tiiat  not  an  hour  should  be  lost  in  fi*aming  it ;  and,  of  course, 
that  every  passible  effort  should  be  made,  to  send  such  force  as 
woidd  eusui'e  its  formation  in  tlie  first  instance^ 

The  convention,  being  once  formed,  should  proceed  to  pnb- 
lish,  among  others,  the  following  proclamations ;  from  every 
one  of  which,  I  have  no  shadow  of  doubt,  would  result  the  most 
powerful  effects. 

Ist.  One  to  the  people  at  large,  notifying  tlieir  independence 
mnd  their  alliance  with  the  FiTncli  R(*public,  forbidding  all 
adherence  to  the  British  Government,  under  tlie  penalty  of  high 
treason ;  oi*dering  all  taxes  and  conti*ibutions  to  be  paid  only  to 
such  persons  as  should  be  appointed  by  tlie  convention  to  receiye 
them  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  making  all  collector  and  pablic 
officers  responsible,  with  life  and  pro])erty,  for  all  RHmeys  in 
their  hands.  Tliis  would  at  once  set  tlie  law  of  opinion  on  their 
side,  and  give  a  spirit  to  evciy  individual  embarked  in  the  cause. 
It  would  then  be  a  war,  not  an  insurrection ;  and  even  that  cir- 
cumstance, as  operating  on  the  minds  of  tlic  soldiery^  I  consider 
as  of  groat  importance. 


.  • 
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Sd.  One  to  flic  militia  of  Ireland,  recalling  tliem  to  the 
standard  of  their  country,  paying  the  value  of  their  arms,  and 
^'anting  an  immctliate  discharge  to  all  who  should  demand  it ; 
and  eitsuring  a  pi^ference  in  all  military  promotion,  and  a  pro- 
\isijon  in  land,  or  othenvLse,  at  the  end  of  the  wai*,  according  to 
die  rank  and  services  of  Ciich.  to  tliose  who  sliould  enter  into  the 
service  of  their  country.    I  am  convinced,  as  I  am  of  my  exist- 
ence, tliat  tliis  single  proclamation  would  bring  over  tlie  entire 
nilitia  of  Ireland,  which  is,  in  fact,  the  only  formidable  force 
in  the  country;  but  I  must  add,  at  the  same  time,  that  this 
pniciauiation  can  only  be  published,  with  effect,  by  a  National 
Government* 

3d.  One,  addressed  to  all  Irishmen  now  serving  in  the  navy 
of  England,  recalling  tliem  directly  from  that  service  ;  remind- 
ing them  that  they  aiT  a  majority,  in  the  pi^opoilion  of  two  to 
one,  and,  thefefoiT,  exhorting  tliem  to  seize  on  the  vessels,  and 
bring  them  into  the  Irish  p(U*ts ;  engaging  the  faitli  of  the  na- 
tion to  purchase  tlie  shiiis  at  their  vidue,  as  prizes,  to  give,  as 
in  the  case  of  tlie  militia,  an  immediate  discharge  to  all  who 
should  desire  it  ensuring  in-omotion,  in  preference  to  all  who 
flhoald  remain  in  the  sen  ice ;  stating  the  hardshifxs  to  which 
fhey  are  subject  in  the  British  service,  into  which  they  have 
been  forced,  either  by  hunger  or  the  press-gang ;  dwelling  par- 
ticularly on  tlie  unjust  distribution  of  their  prize  money,  stating 
tbe  enormous  dlsproiMirtion  between  the  shai-e  of  an  admiral  or 
a  captain,  and  tliat  of  a  common  seaman :  ensuring  them  an 
eqaiteble  rate  in  that  resjiect,  to  be  est-ablished  in  the  future  Irish 
Bavy,  and  reminding  tlieni  of  the  immense  wealtli  to  be  made 
hy  captures  on  the  prodigious  expanse  of  the  British  commerce, 
irtttch  now  embracers  tliat  of  the  whole  world.  From  such  a 
yroclamatioii,  issuing  from  an  Irish  Government.  I  am  sangiunc 
riwigh  to  expect  the  most  powerful  effects.  Let  it  never  be 
Ihtgotten,  that  two-thinis  of  the  British  seamen,  as  tliey  are 
cdedf  are  in  fact  Irishmen.  I  will  not  say  that  this  proclaina- 
ttemmld  bring  one  ship  into  the  Irish  harbors,  but  this  I  say, 
ftat  if  hunuui  nature  be  human  natuiis  it  would  raise  such  a 
Ipfait  of  jealousy  and  distrust  in  the  naval  ser\  ice  of  Great 
Britain^  as  must  most  materially  serve  the  cause  of  the 
BepaUic.  Will  any  English  Admii*al  leave  Portsmouth  with 
oonidmne.  with  such  a  pnN*laniation  as  thai  iianj^ini;  over  his 
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head;  against  which,  too,  he  has  nothing  to  oppose  but  the 
uierc  foiTC  of  discipline  ?  How  much  will  that  discipline  be 
necessarily  relaxed  from  tlie  fear,  lest^  by  enforcing  it  strictlyi 
the  majority  of  tlie  crew  should  iastantly  mutiny  and  carry  the 
ship  where  they  would  meet  with  protection  and  support,  amongst 
Uieir  friends  and  connections,  tiieir  wives  and  children — in  one 
wordy  in  their  native  country  ?  Will  any  English  captain  be 
found  to  tie  up  an  Irish  seaman  for  a  trifling  offence,  and  flog 
him  before  the  face  of  the  crew,  two-thirds  of  whom  are  Irish, 
\^  ith  tlie  terror  of  such  a  pi-oclamation  before  his  eyes  ?  And, 
es])ecially,  what  wea]X)n  has  the  English  Government  to  oppose 
in  iTtuni  ?  I  supjilicatc  the  attention  of  the  French  Govcmment 
to  this  point,  which  is,  in  my  judgment,  of  the  very  highest  im- 
portance. It  would  be  in  her  navy  that  England  would  be,  then, 
fii*st  fiHuid  Milnerable,  If  there  were  no  other  object  proposed 
hut  this  single  one,  I  afliiin  with  confidence,  it  is'of  raagnitad^ 
by  itself,  sufficient  to  decide  the  French  Grovernment  to  make 
every  effbi't  to  obtiiin  it ;  which  can  only  be  effected  through  the 
medium  of  a  national  Government  to  be  established  in  Ireland. 
It  would  be  easy  to  add  a  tiiousand  arguments  on  this  topic,  but 
I  ti-ust«  knowing  as  I  do  tlie  su])erior  talents  and  information  of 
tliose  whom  I  addiTss,  that  what  I  have  said  will  be  sufllcient  to 
open  tlie  subject ;  and  I  do  again  most  earnestly  entreat  them 
to  foHow  in  tlieii*  own  niinds«  the  long  chain  of  consequences 
which  must  flow,  as  to  tlie  naval  power  of  England,  from  tho 
measui'e  which  I  have  mentioned,  suppasing  it  to  have  that  sac- 
cess,  which  I  cannot  myself  for  a  moment  doubt  but  it  most 

4th.  A  pi'oclaniation  recalling,'in  general  terms,  all  Irishmen 
from  tlie  dominioas  of  Gi-eat  Britain,  whether  in  the  land  or  sea 
Kcnice^  or  otherwise,  within  a  certain  period,  under  pun  of  be- 
ing treated  as  emigrants.  The  effect  of  tliis  measure  will  be 
seen  when  I  come  to  speak  of  the  actual  and  casual  resources  of 
IiTland. 

5tli.  An  address  to  tlie  people  of  England  and  Scotland,  as  dis- 
tinguished from  tlic  Government,  stating  the  grounds  of  tke 
conduct  of  tiie  Irish  nation,  and  declaring  their  earnest  destrs 
to  avoid  the  efflision  of  blood ;  that  they  wish  merely  for  the  in- 
dependence of  their  country,  which,  at  all  hazards,  they  are  de- 
fennined  to  nuuntain ;  warning  the  EngUsh  people^  by  the  ex- 
amples of  the  American  and  French  Revolationsy  how  impossi- 
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ble  it  is  to  conquer  a  whole  people  determined  to  be  free,  dc- 
monstratingy  by  calculation,  the  expense  of  the  war,  and  apply- 
ing to  their  interests,  as  a  commercial  people,  contrasted  and 
^Q]iposed  to  the  personal  views  of  their  King  and  Government ; 
flhewing  tliom  how  little  they  could  gain  in  tiie  most  prospei-ous 
event,  how  much  blood  and  treasure  tlioy  must  necessarily  ex- 
pend, and*  finally,  pointing  out  the  certain  consequences  to  Eng- 
land, if  she  should  fail  in  tlie  conte«it.  If  this  proclamation  were 
published,  I  apprehend,  as  its  principles  are  just,  it  might  em- 
barrass the  British  Minister  considerably  in  liis  operations,  so 
■a,  perhaps,  to  render  it  impossible  for  him  to  continue  the  wai*. 
Bat,  as  I  do  not  at  all  calculate  on  the  good  sense  or  spirit  of 
the  British  people,  who  seem  to  me  for  some  years  to  have  to- 
tally renounced  that  share  of  both  which  tliey  once  possessed,  I 
will  submit  that  if  it  totally  failed  in  its  object,  and  the  English 
nation  were  so  infatuated  as  to  supirort  the  Minister  in  tlie  war, 
Ais  proclamation  should  be  followed  by  tlie  next 

6tfa.  llic  immediate  confiHcation  of  every  shilling  of  English 
property  in  Ireland,  of  every  species,  moveable  or  fixed,  and 
appnqiriating  it  to  tlic  national  service,  which  would  then  be  an 
act  of  strict  justice,  as  the  Englisli  people  would  have  made 
themselves  parties  in  the  war.  In  this  manner,  I  submit,  one 
of  two  things  must  happen ;  eitlier  tiie  English  people  would 
decidedly  oppose  tiic  war ;  and,  if  so^  peace,  and  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  independence  of  Ireland,  would  directiy  follow, 
nt  tiiey  would  suppoil  tiie  war ;  in  winch  case  they  lose,  at  once, 
aa  immense  property  in  Ireland,  which  is  instantly  transferred, 
aad  becomes  a  weapon  against  tiiem,  in  the  hands  of  their  ene- 
;  not  to  s])eak  of  the  discontents,  wliich  the  loss  of  such  a 
pit^rty  in  land,  in  money  lent  on  mortgages,  in  goods, 
aad  in  debts,  must  produce  amongst  all  ranks,  and  more  espe- 
cially unongst  the  nicrchantB  and  traders  in  England. 
I  will  hot  trespass  longer  on  the  lime  of  the  French  Govern- 
bnt  hasten  to  give  a  brief  sketch  of  the  actual  and  casual 
of  Ireland,  and  tiicn  c  onclude.  First,  her  population, 
^900^000.  It  is  necossary  to  state  on  what  grounds  I  assert 
Ihb :  in  1788  tliera  existed  a  tax  on  hearths  in  Ireland,  by  which 
tteaw  tlie  number  of  houses  was  known  with  sufficient  accuracy 
la  tkoae  who  administered  tlie  i-evenue.  The  number  of  people 
m  Iniandy  allowing  six  to  a  family,  was,  in  that  year,  ralcu- 
VoL.  II — €6 
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latc^d  by  one  of  Uie  coniinissionersy  who,  of  coui<sc,  had  perfect 
information,  at  4,100,000,  and  it  was  allowed  to  be  under  the 
truth,  ax  well  because  mnne  houses  must  necessarily  have  been 
omitted,  as  that  the  |)i*o|Nii-tion  of  six  to  a  family  was  less  than 
what  was  usually  found  in  Ireland,  wliere  tlie  ])eople  are  natu- 
j*aI1y  ]n*olific.  I  K]ieak  here  fnun  memory,  but  the  calculation 
is  to  be  found  in  the  transactions  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Ire- 
land, which  may,  perhaps,  be  in  the  National  Library,  and  it 
will  Justify  my  assertion  that  the  people  of  Ireland  amount  to 
4,300,000.  But,  tliough  Ireland  is  populous,  she  is  poor!  We 
aiv,  thanks  to  the  ruinous  connection  with  England,  almost 
witliout  trade  or  manufactures,  and  while  tliat  connection  holday 
we  shall  continue  so,  for  tliis,  among  other  reasons,  that  a 
wivtched  Irish  jx^asant  is  tempted  even  by  tlic  scanty  pay  and 
subsistence  of  a  foot  seedier,  from  which  a  well  fed  and  well 
clotlied  English  aitizan  turas  witli  contempt.  The  army  of  Eng- 
land Is  sup[)oi*ti'd  by  tlie  misei^  of  Ireland. 

Ireland  would,  however,  in  case  of  a  revolution,  possess^ 
amongst  otliei*R,  tlie  following  resourees:  1st  Her  actual  re- 
venues, amounting,  at  present,  to  about  i3  2,000, 000  per  annum^ 
making  48,000,000  livres.  2d.  The  church,  college,  and  chapter 
lands,  whose  exact  value  I  do  not  know,  but  which  are  of  vast 
amoimt  3d.  The  proiieily  of  absentees  who  never  visit  tlie 
countiT  at  all,  amounting,  at  least,  to  £  1,000,000  sterling,  or 
24,000,000  livres.  4  th.  Thecasualproiwrty  of  emigrants,  which 
would  amount  to  a  very  great  sum,  but  which,  as  depending  on 
cireumstances,  cannot  be  reduced  to  calculation.  5th.  The  jaror 
perty  of  Englishmen  in  Irehuid,  whetlier  vested  in  land,  mort- 
g^ages  on  land,  trade^  manufactures,  bonds,  bills,  book  debts, 
or  otiierwisc,  to  be  confiscated,  and  applied  to  the  discharge  of 
tlie  obligations  incurred  in  the  acquisition  of  tlio  independence 
of  Ireland ;  I  cannot  say  what  the  amount  of  this  might  be,  but 
it  must  be  immense.  One  English  nobleman.  Earl  Mansfidd^ 
fomiady  Ambassador  at  Paris,  under  the  name  of  L(«d  Stor^ 
mont,  and  an  implacable  enemy  of  France, -has  £  300,000  ster- 
ling, or  7^00,000  livres,  lent  on  mortgages  in  Ireland ;  anoidier 
English  gentleman,  Mr.  Taylor,  has  £  150,000  sterling,  or 
3,600,000  livres,  lent  in  like  manner.  I  mention  these  instances 
to  point  out  to  the  French  Government  what  unspeakable  am- 
lyision  the  measure  I  propose  would  be  likely  to  produce  in  EBf- 
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Imnd*  and  n^hat  a  staggering  blow  the  separation  of  IiTland 
would  be,  in  a  ronmieiTial  point  of  view,  not  to  speak  of  tlie 
military^  or^  whicli  is  of  far  more  consecfnence,  the  naval  part 
fif  tlie  question. 

1  have  now  done-  I  submit  to  the  wLs<lom  of  the  Fi-cnch  Gn- 
Temmcnt,  thatEngland  is  the  iniplarable,  inveterate,  irreconcila- 
bk  enemgr  of  the  Republic,  wliich  never  can  be  in  perfect  secu- 
rity whilst  that  nation  i*etains  the  dominion  of  the  sea ;  that,  in 
omisequencey  every  possible  effort  sliould  be  made  to  humble  her 
pride,  and  to  reduce  her  power ;  that  it  is  in  Ii'eland,  and  in  Ire- 
land only^  tiiat  slie  is  vulnerable — a  fact,  of  the  truth  of  which 
the  French  Govenmient  cannot  lie  too  strongly  impressed ;  tliat, 
by  establishing  a  fi-ee  Republic  in  Ii'eland,  tliey  attach  to  Frana^ 
a  grateful  ally,  whase  cordial  assistance,  in  iieace  and  war,  she 
might  command,  and  who,  from  situation  and  produce,  could 
mast  essentially  ser^x  her ;  that,  at  Uie  same  time,  tliey  cut  off 
fhm  England  her  most  firm  suppoil,  in  losing  which,  she  is 
laid  under  insuperable  difficulties  in  i-ccruiting  her  army,  and, 
especially,  in  equipinng,  victualling,  and  manning  her  navy, 
which,  unless  for  the  i-esources  she  drew  from  Ireland,  she  would 
be  absolutely  unable  to  do ;  tliat,  by  these  means,  and  suflTer  me 
to  add,  by  these  means  atdy^  her  ai*rogancc  can  be  effectually 
bimbled,  and  her  enormous  and  increasing  power  at  sea  i*e- 
dated  within  due  bounds,  an  object  essential,  not  only  to  Finance, 
but  to  all  Europe ;  that  it  Ls  at  least  possible,  by  the  measui*es 
■wiitioned,  tliat  not  only  her  future  resoui*ces,  as  to  her  navy, 
nay  be  inteirepted  and  cut  off  at  the  fountain  head,  but  that  a 
part  of  her  fleet  may  be  actually  transferred  to  tlie  Republic  of 
bdand;  tliat  the  Irish  people  arc  united  and  ]irepai-e<l,  and 
want  but  the  means  to  begin :  tliat,  not  to  siieak  of  tlie  policy 
«r  tibe  pleasure  of  revenge,  in  humbling  a  haughty  and  impla- 
cable rivalf  it  is,  in  itself,  a  great  and  splendid  act  of  genei*osity 
justice,  wortliy  of  tlie  Republic^  t4>  iTscue  a  whole  nation 
,  darery  under  which  they  have  groaned  for  six  hundred 
;  that  it  is  for  tlie  glory  of  France,  after  emanciimting 
BoDandy  and  receiving  Belgium  into  her  bosom,  to  estadilisli 
mm  Bore  free  Reiiublic  in  Eumpe ;  that  it  in  for  her  interest  to 
cat  oft  fin*  ever,  as  she  now  may  do,  one  half  of  the  resources 
if  Eni^aiid,  and  lay  her  under  extreme  difficulties  in  the  em- 
pbjMitut  of  the  otlier.    For  all  those  irasons,  in  the  name  of 
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jvsdce.  of  bwnuiityy  of  liberty,  of  my  own  country,  and  of 
Fnare  hmelf,  I  supplicatx^  the  Directory  to  take  into  consider- 
itkn  tbe  state  of  Ireland ;  and  by  granting  her  the  powerful  aid 
and  protection  of  the  Republic,  to  enable  her  at  once  to  vindi- 
cmtr  her  liberty,  to  humble  her  tyrant,  and  to  assume  tiiat  in- 
dependent station,  among  flie  nations  of  the  earth,  for  which  her 
aoiU  her  productions  and  her  position,  her  population  and  her 
spirit,  have  designed  her. 


PART  !!• 
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DuUiro  THE  PEBIOD  THAT  GENERAL  ToNE  WAS  ATTACHED 

TO  THE  Army  of  the  West. 

Sq^tember  18, 19.  On  ilic  road — ^no  adventures.  Passed  tlie 
iBOOiid  day  through  the  country  of  the  Chouans:  it  is  delicious: 
IS  well  wooded  as  New  Jersey,  of  which  it  often  put  me  in  mind. 
Hie  second  night,  for  we  travelled  night  and  day,  **fear  fell 
ifom  me."  How  if  the  Chouans  were  to  stop  the  mail,  as  they 
hare  sometimes  done  ?  Looked  at  my  sabre  and  pistols,  and  was 
OQUHded.  Determined  to  die  hanl  in  case  of  a  battle ;  for  I 
knew  there  was  no  quarter  with  those  brigands.  Luckily,  all 
qriet.  Did  not  see  a  single  Chouan:  Huzza! — ^Travelling 
t  had  bosuiess.  I  hate  it ;  never  made  a  tour  completely  to  ihy 
ntisfaction  but  with  P.  P.  He  is,  indeed,  an  agreeable  com- 
pamon  in  a  post  chaise:  I  wish  he  were  beside  me  in  tlie  mail 
iMtaid  of  this  beast  of  a  Courier.  Well,  we  may  meet  yet,  and 
■0^  « 'TU  hU  in  vatn,''  &c. 

tkftember  20.  At  three  this  morning  arrived  at  Rennes, 
IsfiBg  passed  three  nights  agreeably  without  sleep.  ^^  hundred 
twmhf  miles  in  thirty-four  hours  is  pretty  smart  ridings  but 
to  the  fatigue  of  recruiting.^*  I  do  not  think  that  quota- 
waj  great  things  myself,  but  let  it  pass.  ^^WelU  now  I  am 
h  JMame;  the  more  fool  I;  when  I  was  at  hame^  I  was  in  a 
Mtcr  plaotJ*  Went  to  bed,  and  slept  like  a  di*agon  till  ele- 
Bose  and  sent  for  my  adjoint,  Mac  Sheehy,  wlio  has  been 
■onM  days.  He  tells  me  all  is  going  on,  as  he  believes, 
imporoiiflly-  General  Hoche  is  gone  out  fishing,  and  does  not 
till  niglit-  I  am  glad  Hoche  is  a  fisherman,  because  I  am 
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one  myself.  Wrote  a  note  to  let  him  know  I  am  arrived,  and 
gave  it  to  Mar  Sliochy  to  deliver.  Dined  alone,  dcliciously,  and 
drank  a  bottle  of  excellent  claret,  with  divers  patriotic  and  con- 
stitutional toasts.  Tliought  of  P.  P.  and  my  dearest  lo^e  a 
thousand  times.  I  am  as  pleased  as  Punch  to  find  myself  in 
quarters  at  last  ^^Chod  apartments^  Jack.**  Went  in  the  even- 
ing to  tlie  Comedie:  bitter  bad  I  The  piece  was,  to  my  great 
surprise,  Addison^s  Drummer,  ver^'  tolerably  translated,  and  I 
was  glad  to  see  tlic  French  enjoy  it  extremely,  especially  Mr. 
Vellum.  I  remember  Vellum  used  to  be  P.  P*s  *<  grand  cheval 
de  bataiUef*  and  furnished  him  with  divers  uiimitable  quota- 
tions.  «  The  gift  is  two  fold,**  and  <<  J  thundering  dog.^ 
I  delight  to  recal  the  nonsense  tiiat  P.  P.  and  I  have  ventod  to- 
gether :  and  I  would  tliis  night  gladly  give  one  half  of  the  con- 
tents of  my  iHirsct  which,  indeed,  to  speak  candidly,  is  no  enor- 
mous sum,  for  the  pleasure  of  his  company.  *<  Jhl  these  were 
Jine  timeSf  Mr.  Rigmaroll  !**  Well,  I  do  love  tlie  dog  deariy,  that 
is  the  truth  of  it  I  am  tired  now,  so  I  will  go  to  bed,  and  try 
to  recover  the  arrears  of  sleep  which  are  due  to  me. 

September  21.  Called  on  General  Hoche,  and  sate  with  him 
for  about  a  quai-ter  of  an  hour ;  very  civil,  but  no  news  as  yet 
I  am  to  be  for  some  time  Mr.  Smith,  an  American.  He  asked 
me  about  Duckett,  who  is  here,  it  seems.  I  said  I  neither  knewp 
nor  intended  to  know  him,  and  mentioned  his  prating  at  Paris 
to  all  his  acquaintance,  about  his  influence  with  General  Clailu^ 
and  with  Hoche  himself.  So  now,  if  Hoche  puts  any  confidence  in 
this  fellow,  at  least  it  is  not  my  fault  Hoche  spoke  obflcarri{y 
as  if  there  were  somebody  here  who  knew  and  wished  to  see 
me,  but  I  did  not  press  him  for  an  explanation,  and  he  did  not 
offer  it  A  few  days  may  show  more.  Called  on  Colonel  SlM^ 
uncle  to  General  Clarke,  who  is  here.  He  tells  me  he  was  slo^ 
ped  on  tliis  side  of  Laval,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  dmy^  by  seven 
Chouans,  who  robbed  him  of  every  article  of  his  propnrtyy  ex* 
cept  a  box  of  papers  relating  to  our  business,  whidi  he 
bringing  to  Hoche,  and  which  escaped  tiieir  search,  as  it 
by  miracle.  It  was  most  fortunate!  This  was  but  a  few  days 
since ;  so  I  have  had  a  good  escape.  I  doubt  if  I  should  be  aUs^ 
angle  handed,  to  conquer  seven  Chouaos,  armed  wifli  flreiocksb 
as  be  tells  me  his  lovers  were.  They  oflbred  him  no  penonal 
iigaiyi  and  be  has  learned  since  that  flie  favor  was  not 
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fciiDy  but  tor  a  CoiAmissaryy  ^ho  was  expected  to  pass,  with 

to  pay  the  troops.    Dined  at  head-quaiiers,  with  the 

r«  Hocliey  Hedouville,  Mermcty  &C  All  ycry  slovenly  and 

aUier  like,  but  nobod}'  minds  a  ilirty  plate,  or  thing  of  that 

kiad  here.  Ji  la  guerre^  commt  a  la  gturre,  as  tlie  French  say. 

September  22.    This  being  tlie  first  Vendemiairey  and,   of 

die  first  day  of  tlie  fiftli  year  of  tlie  Fi-ench  Republic, 

JivisibUf  and  imperisliabUf  we  had  a  grand  review  of 

te  troops  in  the  Champ  de  Mars,  with  horse  racing,  &c.  and 

ffNcbes  from  the  constituted  autliorities.    After  tlie  review,  I 

■elHoche.  He  asked  me,  *<  Did  I  hear  the  cannonade?''  I  said  I 

did.  **Ayc,"  said  he,  <<  you  will  soon  he^r  enough  of  that''  I 

awweredy  <<  The  sooner  the  better."  In  the  evening  at  the  Come- 

die,  Id  see  a  new  piece,  written  by  Privat,  one  of  Hochc's  Aids- 

decuap^  on  the  termination  of  tlie  war  in  La  Vendee,  in  which 

Is  introdiiced  some  apposite  and  well  timed  compliments  to  the 

and  the  Rqmblic.    llie  characters  were  filled  by  the 

UMsn  of  tiieEtat  Mi\jor,  and  it  went  olf  very  well.    The 

IWatre  ^'as  free  for  the  ladies  of  the  town,  and,  after  the  play, 

there  was  a  grand  ball  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville^  given  by  Hoche^ 

kt  wluch  I  had  a  ticket  but  unluckily,  I  was  not  well,  so  in- 

of  going  to  tlie  ball,  I  came  home  and  went  to  bed,  which 

a  pity;  for, 

**  With  ray  hat  lo  well  eoek'd,  and  mj  hnir  to  well  curl'd, 
I  lookM  like  «  Duui  of  the  rery  fii-u  world." 

I  bdieve  that  quotation  is  not  corivct ;  but  no  matter,  it  is 
I  good  as  one  of  P.  Ps  quotations,  at  any  rate. 

23.   At  work  all  the  morning  with  Colonel  Sliee, 
an  analysis  of  the  distribution  of  the  troops  actoally  in 
Hie  General  called  in,  and  sate  with  us  half  an  hour, 
as  nsaal  with  the  Etat  Major.    I  am  now.  to  all  intents, 
«Sif  tke  fkmilyy  and  I  like  it  of  all  things.  (Sings)  <</btt*  Tiifr- 
f%«ielm  tiuit  soldiers  A«,'*&c.  I  have  got  rooms  at  head- 
and  mo^-ed  my  kit  accordingly.    We  are  all  lodged 
of  the  cidevant  Bishop  of  Rennet  a  su])crb  man- 
bat  not  much  the  better  of  the  Revolution.     The  chapel, 
isoonverted  into  a  stable ;  and  divers  other  changes, 
if  frUa  natme,  have  taken  place.    I  do  not  know  but  I  sleep 
to  rigid  In  his  I/ttdship's  bed  rhambrr.    Colonel  Sher  asked 
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mc  to^dajy  did  I  know  Duckett?  I  said  to  liim.  as  I  had  said  to 
Hocbe,  that  I  ncitiicr  knew  him,  nor  desirctl  to  know  him ;  for 
that  I  believed  him  to  be  a  blackguard.  Sliec  answered,  it  was 
exactly  his  own  intention :  that  Duckett  had  made  two  or  three 
sets  at  him,  but  that  he  had  always  avoided  him.  He  added, 
that  Duckett  had  told  several  people  tiiat  he  was  sent  here  by 
the  committee  of  nine,  who  manage  the  afTairs  of  the  Catholics, 
as  their  Plenipotentiary.  The  impudence  of  this  last  stroke 
did,  to  be  sure,  astonish  me.  I  answered,  that  Duckett  was  a 
scoundrel,  and  if  he  were  to  tell  so  outrageous  a  lie  in  my  pre- 
sence, that  I  would  knock  him  down  on  the  spot  I  also  besought 
him  to  put  Hoche  on  his  guard,  jiarticularly  as  to  tliis  last  stwy, 
oflR^ring,  at  tiic  same  time,  to  confront  him  before  the  Generalf 
and  compel  him  to  tell  tlie  truth.  Slice  aaswered,  that  was  un- 
necessary, for  tiiat  he  was  sure  Hoche  saw  througii  him  coih- 
pletel}\  But  I  am  not  yet  satisfieil ;  and  I  believe  I  will  take 
an  opportunity  myself  to  set  this  matter  on  its  right  footing. 
Damn  the  impudence  of  tlie  rascal!  My  brotlicr  Ambassador! 
Marry  come  up  indeed!  Til  Duckett  him,  the  scoundrel,  if  I  can 
catch  him  fairly  in  my  grip.* 

September  24.  Walked  with  Colonel  Shce  in  the  garden.  He 
tells  me  that  Hoche  has  selected  the  elite  of  the  Army  of  the  Ocean, 
which  consisted  of  117,000  men,  for  our  expedition ;  tliatflie 
arms  and  every  thing  were  ready,  and  that  we  arc  waiting  only 
on  tlie  marine.  He  also  spoke  as  if  in  a  fortnight  or  more  we 
might  put  ourselves  in  motion ;  but  I  did  not  press  him  for  spe- 
cific information.  Tlie  season  is  slipping  away  fast  through  oar 
fingers.   However,  I  believe  they  are  doing  their  best 

September  25.  Walked  as  usual  in  tlie  garden  with  CoL  Shee. 
I  turned  the  discourse  upon  my  o^ti  situation,  and  tliatwliidl  I 
had  fille<l  in  Ireland.  Shee  told  me  tliat  both  the  ExecatiTe  DI- 
i-ectory  and  General  Hoche  were  perfectly  satisfied  as  to  wlw 


*  I  wonder  my  father  dM  not  reeord  a  laaghaU*  ineideiiC  whieh  ouwmiJ  rt  om  if 
diciedinDen,  and  whieh  he  oAmi  mentioned  to  my  mother.  The  iwnimll—  «m 
running  on  Uie  greet  Lord  Chatham,  and  the  funenl  hooon  whieh  ho  reodfod  «t 
the  natiunai  eipeme,  whieh  my  fisher  was  explaining  to  General  Hbehe.  Daatatt 
thnnt  hhmeirbetweeo  them,  and  ohoerved.  thai,  to  reeeivw  iqeh  a  PMompoMo,  hill 
al  wqri  heen  the  h«bMt  doeet  of  hii  amhUoB.  AU  Marad  M  the  modeil/ ar  llw 
mioOv  wlien  Mr.  Shee  gravely  oheufed,  that  he  never  mw  any  ooe  who  wm 
lawly  lo  begratiied  In  Mieha  wirii— (A  pawecoiiied.and  every  eye  wai  oMtwUh 
deropoB  him)^*  far,  vhavever  yi»  die,  the  pari*  wdlamdy  have  tobvj  joA.^ 
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aid  what  I  was.  through  a  channel  whicli  he  was  not  at  liberty 
la  infidrm  me  oi^  but  that  I  miglit  be  perfectly  easy  on  tlie  score 
•f  my  credit.  I  answered  tiiat  I  was  extremely  glad  they  liad 
atiaffed  themselves  as  to  my  veracity^  and  that  I  dreaded  no 
mregtigation  or  scrutiny  into  my  character  or  principles.  I  atld- 
ad  that  I  was  the  better  pleased  at  tliis,  inasmuch  as  1  did  not 
luK»w  but  I  might  appeal'  to  tliem  in  the  same  liglit  with  that 
aooondrel  Duckett,  who  is  liere.  lie  assured  me  again  that  tliey 
were  perfectly  assured  that  I  had  said  nothing  of  myself  but  tlie 
strict  truth*  He  added  tliat  lie  had  s|Miken  to  liochc  about  Duck- 
cttv  and  that  Uochc  said  he  would  send  him  back  to  Paris  in- 
stantly ;  but  that  he  desired  to  keep  tlie  fellow  hei*e,  until  the 
last  mcmient,  and  then  desimtch  him.  I  was  very  glad  to  hoar 
thisy  because  I  disliked  exceedingly  the  idea  of  such  a  rascally 
adventurer  thivsting  himself  into  our  business.  However,  he  is 
■0W9 1  believe  sufficiently  known,  and,  of  course,  can  do  no  mls- 
diieU  We  tlien  spoke  in  general  of  our  expedition,  which  is  de- 
hjtd  entirely  by  the  marine.  The  General  sets  off  to-morrow 
far  Brest  to  burr}*  them  :  and  as  he  has  extraordinary  powers^ 
I  am  in  hope  that  he  will  work  Jlessienrs  les  Commissaires*  I 
eolkct  from  Sheets  discourse,  that  wc  will  have  1,000  cavalry 
ready  to  mount,  but  the  Irish  must  find  horses.  I  do  not  yet 
know  the  number  of  our  infantiy.  At  dinner,  Privat.  one  of 
Hodie's  aids-de-camp,  and  author  of  the  piece  which  was  play- 
ed the  other  night,  tol«l  me  that  Hoche  and  he  wei'e  private  sol- 
dien  in  the  Gardes  Fran9aises,  and  were  made  coi-poi-als  toge- 
ther mi  the  same  day.  He  also  told  me  tliat  Hoche^s  coup  dc 
was  received  in  a  duel  witli  a  fellow  soldier. 
Bipiember  26.  The  General  set  off  this  moi-ning  for  Brest  I 

lin  God  he  may  hurry  tliosc  fellows.  I  dread  the  equinoctial 
griss  passing  over  and  finding  us  unpi-epared.  By  Sheets  dls- 
cmvB  I  fimcy  it  is  intended  tliat  wc  shall  make  a  race  for  it  Hap- 
jgr  go  Incky  in  that  case.  1  was  in  hopes  the  Spanish  fleet  would 
lam  joined  us  at  Brest,  but  he  tells  me  they  are  returned  to 
faiii,  after  escorting  Richery  to  some  unknown  latitude^— 
Dttm  tlieir  foolish  souls,  they  will  be  beaten,  and  the  French 
siBSin  detail ;  where&s^  if  they  were  instantly  to  Join,  their  unit- 
in  tibe  Channel  would  be  sti-onger  tlian  any  tiling  Eng- 

coqM  fiir  some  time  op]xise  to  them,  and  a  week  would  be 
tor  oar  business.    If  tliey  lot  tliis  occasion  escape  them, 
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as  I  fear  they  will,  they  need  never  expect  to  meet  such  another. 
I  am  in  the  horrors  to-day.  Well,  let  us  see  what  Hoche's  ex- 
pedition will  produce.  He  \vill  be  absent  five  or  six  days. 
Brest  is  180  miles  from  this.  Time,  time!  At  all  events,  for  me 
the  die  is  cast,  and  I  am  utterly  desperate  as  to  the  event.  Come 
what  come  may ;  I  have  done,  and  am  doing  my  duty ;  and  if  I 
fall,  I  fall.  I  have  not,  on  that  score,  the  smallest  burthen  on 
my  mind.  A  shoi*t  time  now  must,  I  tliink,  put  me  at  least  out 
of  uncei'taint^' ;  and  I  am  sure  that  the  woi*st  that  can  befal, 
f*annot  be  much  more  painful  than  tlie  state  of  suspense  and 
anxiety  in  which  I  have  so  long  languished.  Once  again  <'  ow- 
rage.^^  Let  us  see  what  Uoche  will  say  on  his  return. 

September  27.  The  report  is  tliat  Tliomas  Grenville  is  at 
Paris,  with  some  proposition  for  {leace.  I  do  not  mind  it;  it  is 
a  fetch  of  Pittas,  if  it  be  at  all  true  tliat  he  is  there.  Besides,  Co* 
lonel  Sliee  has  letters  to-day  from  Genei*al  Clarke,  which  make 
no  mention  of  his  airival,  but  assure  us  tliat  every  thing  is  go- 
ing on  as  fast  as  possible.  As  fast  as  possible  Ls,  hou'ever,  too 
slow  for  my  impatience.  My  life  hangs  terribly  on  my  hands. 
After  all,  however,  I  had  ratlier  stagnate  at  Rennes  than  at 
Paiis. 

September  28,  29,  SO.  Blank. 


October,  1796. 

October  1,  2.  Blank!  Blank! 

October  3.  llie  Journal  des  Defenseurs  de  la  Patrie,  publish- 
ed under  the  aut]iorit>'  of  the  Director}',  gives  tiie  lie,  this  dajy 
to  the  arrival  of  Thomas  Grenville.  I  did  not  much  mind  tiio 
report  at  the  time,  but  I  am  much  pleased  with  tiie  spirit  of  the 
contradiction,  which  is  by  an  official  note.  The  Directory  sntos 
fully  bent  on  humbling  the  pride  of  England ;  and  lay  down  at 
a  principle,  that  tlie  peace  to  which  tliey  will  consent  must  be 
one  which  will  ravish  from  her,  her  maritinie  prepondenuice^ 
restore  tlie  liberty  of  the  ocean,  give  a  sfwing  to  the  Spaidaliy 
Dutch,  and  French  marine,  and  carry  to  the  highest  degree  off 
prosperity  the  industry  and  commerce  of  these  natioB%  whom 
Eng^d  has  regarded  as  rivals  and  enemies,  when  tbej  wosM 
no  longer  sabmit  to  be  dupes.  If  the  Directory  act  up  wHh 
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to  those  principles,  and  if  Spain  be  not  utterly  besot- 
ted, I  think  it  impossible  but  England  must  be  i-educed  witliin 
her  proper  and  natural  limits ;  tlic  first  step  to  which,  be  it  ever 
befit  in  mind,  is  the  independence  of  Ireland. 

October  4,  5.  I  And  great  amusement  in  chatting  witli  Colonel 
Shee,  who  is  a  very  agreeable  old  man,  and  has  served  as  a  good 
olioer  of  cavalry  now  thirty-six  years.   He  told  me  last  night, 
as  I  was  sitting  witli  him,  that  General  Clarke  ha<l  written  to 
him  tliat  he  might  have  full  confidence  in  me ;  neveHbeless,  he 
does  not  tell  me  much,  if  indeed  he  knows  much  himself;  that, 
hovever,  gives  mo  very  little  concern.   I  shall  leai*n  every  tiling 
tinw  enough.   I  collect,  however,  that  it  is  I'esolved,  if  possible, 
to  turn  in  a  gang  of  six  or  seven  thousand  desperadoes  into 
England,  who  will  live  at  free  quartci*8,  and  commit  all  man- 
ner of  devastation.   If  tliis  takes  effect,  it  will  einbari*ass  her 
extremely.    She  has  never  yet  seen  the  smoke  of  an  enemy's 
ire;  and  I  always  remember,  that  5,000  ragged,  half  starved 
Highlanders,  foi*ced  their  way  to  100  miles  distance  of  London, 
and  might,  pei-haiis,  have  achieved  what  remained,  if  tlie  Pre- 
tender had  not  been  a  polti*oon.    It  is,  to  be  sui*e,  a  homble  modo 
of  making  war,  but  England  showed  tlieway,  by  disgorging  so 
many  hordes  of  emigrants  into  Fi*ance,  and  the  enormities  which 
have  been  committed  in  consequence,  in  this  country,  arc  such 
as  to  justify  France  in  adopting  any  means  of  i-evengc ;  it  Ls,  in 
a  word,  but  strict  retaliation.   I  am  curious  to  see  how  England 
will  relish  a  war  of  Chouans  in  her  own  bowels.    Colonel  Shee 
and  I  were  employed  yestenlay  in  digesting  and  arranging 
liferent  routes  fi'om  tlie  several  harbors,  where  we  might  land, 
to  Dublin.  I  find  him  very  reasonable.  We  agi'ced  tliatoiir  firat 
d^ect  was  to  get  ashore  any  where,  and,  of  course,  the  nearest 
fmrt  to  Brest  was  tlie  best,  as  we  could  make  any  shift  when 
iro  were  once  landed,  our  ai*my  being  composed  of  veterans, 
vbo  liave  been  in  service  in  La  Vendee  for  years,  and  are  steel- 
fi  against  every  hardship ;  having  been  well  used  to  disjienso 
wHk  dbllies,  slioes,  or  even  bread,  at  times.   Supposing,  liow- 
V  we  had  a  port  to  choose,  we  agreed  it  should  be  Belfast, 
Tff  at  least,  as  near  Belfast  as  jioHsiblc ;  if  not  Waterford, 
r  that  neighborhood.     The  distance  from  Dublin  is  pretty 
equaL    We  calculated,  however,  for,  I  believe,  a  dozen 
landing  places  round  tlie  coast.  He  tells  me  Hoche  has 
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a  great  magazine  of  clothing,  isvhich  ho  took  tcom  the  British, 
at  the  time  of  his  famous  victory  at  Qniberon ;  that  is  litci-ally 
**  tant  de  prissur  Tenncmi."  IVe  talked  a  good  deal  of  my  af- 
fuii*s.    I  obsen'ed  that,  supposing  our  ex{)cdition  was«  by  any 
unforeseen  accident,  prevented,  I  was  a  little  anxious  as  to  what 
the  DiiTctor}'  might  determine  with  regai-d  to  me  ;  that  I  had 
almost  utterly  ruined  myself,  partly  in  their  senice ;  tliat  since 
I  came  to  France  I  had  subsisted  entirely  on  my  own  means, 
having  drawn  nothing  fram  tlie  Republic  but  my  pay,  which  he 
knew  was  n(»t  sufticient  to  pay  my  washerwoman ;  tliat,  on  my 
journey  and  during  my  stay  in  Rennes,  I  had  not  drawn  even 
my  |Kiy  :  nor  did  I  intend  it^  as  it  was  to  my  own  country  I  look- 
ed for  indemnification,  in  case  we  ever  got  tlierc  :  but  I  again 
observed,  if  our  ex]ie<lition  did  not  take  place,  I  could  hardly 
sup|)OKc  the  Uiivctory  would  suffer  me  to  be  utterly  ruined, 
which  must  me  the  case  if  I  were  not  retained  in  their  serriceHi 
8hee  answeivd  that  he  had  not  the  shadow  of  doubt  but  in  that 
case  I  would  be  employed,  as  he  did  not  think  the  Directory 
capable  of  acting  dishonorably  by  a  man  who  had  such  strong 
claims  on  them ;  and  he  ailded,  tliat  he  was  satisfied  General 
Clarke  would  take  effectual  measures  in  mv  behalC   lliis  was 
a  couNiderable  relief  to  my  mind,  on  account  of  my  wife  and  our 
dear  little  babies.  We  then  began  to  build  Chateaux  en  Irlande, 
as  magnificent  as  any  in  Spain.  Shee  told  me  he  had  some  notion, 
in  case  we  succeeded,  of  selling  what  property  lie  had  in  France 
and  settling  in  Ireland.    I  answeiTd,  I,  for  one,  should  be  hearti- 
ly glati  of  it :  and  indeed  I  spoke  but  tiie  truth.    I  added,  tiiat 
we  should  have  occasion  for  his  talents,  and  especially  fin*  his 
long  experience  as  a  militai^  man,  in  arranging  our  army,  and, 
in  that  case,  I  hoped  we  should  find  for  him  a  situation  wbidi 
might  recompense  him  for  the  senices  he  should  have  rmdv- 
ed,  and  the  sacrifice  he  made  in  quitting  his  family,  and  expos- 
ing his  health,  which  is  not  ver>'  firm,  and  his  person,  to  the  fin- 
tigues  of  a  voyage  and  tlie  perils  of  a  winter  campaign.   Ab  he 
seemed  very  much  to  relish  this  discourse,  I  took  tiie  ofiportinil- 
ty  to  throw  in  a  woi4  or  t^i-o  on  my  own  situation  and  expeda- 
tioas.  I  reminded  him  that  hitherto  I  had  drawn  nothing  eiflier 
from  France  or  Ireland  ;  but,  on  flie  contrary,  had  aaGrilked 
time,  labor,  person,  and  prqierty  in  the  oommon  cauae  of  befli 
coantrics ;  that  I  had  no  doubt,  if  we  ancoeeded^  of  beingaaip^ 
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mompcnsed ;  nevcrdiclessy  that  the  more  attention  was  shown 
to  me  by  tlie  French  Govermont,  and  by  tlie  General,  on  our  ar- 
riral,  the  greater  services  it  would  be  in  my  power  to  render 
to  France,  to  Ireland,  and  to  our  friends  embarked  in  the  expe- 
dition. That  I  believed  he  knew  my  zeal  and  affection  for  the 
nuue  of  the  Republic,  as  well  as  my  gratitude  to  the  Directory ; 
and  I  left  him  to  consider,  whether,  in  framing  our  government 
in  Ireland,  it  might  not  be  desirable  for  France  to  have,  in  an 
cflcient  station,  a  man  on  whose  principles  and  attachment  she 
might  safely  count,  a  circumstance  which  might  be  materially 
ibrwarded  and  most  pix)bably  secured  by  tiie  attention  on  tlie  part 
of  the  General,  to  which  I  alluded  :  an  attention  which  both  Ca- 
tholics and  Dissenters  would  consider  as  shown  to  themselves, 
much  more  tlian  to  me  pei'sonally,  as  I  could  have  no  claim  upon 
i^other  tlian  as  I  stood  in  the  capacity  of  their  agent,  and  possess- 
ing, as  I  would  venture  to  say  I  did  passess,  their  confidence.  Shee 
heard  me  with  giTat  attention,  and  said  he  saw  clearly  the  ad- 
vantages resulting  from  what  I  proposed ;  that  every  thing  I 
Slid  was  perfectly  reasonable^  and  he  was  satisfied  the  General 
vonid  see  it  in  the  same  light,  and  regulate  his  conduct  accord- 
ugly.  I  desired  him  to  thidk  of  all  I  had  said,  and  that  we 
wmild  resume  the  subject  once  more  before  our  departure^ 

Odeber  6,  7.  I  like  old  Colonel  Shee  more  and  more ;  his  con- 
Tersation  is  my  sole  i*esource  against  the  ennui  which  devours 
He  was  Secretary  to  the  late  Duke  of  Orleans,  for  whose 
he  cherishes  the  sincercst  regard.  He  has  amused  me 
two  days  witli  an  infinity  of  anecdotes  relating  to  that  un- 
faptmrnte  Prince,  who,  I  almost  begin  to  believe,  has  been  most 
groflriy  calumniated  by  all  parties  in  the  Revolution.  The  zeal 
mA  afbction  which  Shee  manifests  for  the  honor  of  a  man  who 
cu  BO  longer  serve  or  prejudice  him,  is,  at  least,  a  strong  proof 
tf  Hie  goodness  of  his  own  character.  It  is  highly  interesting 
li  WBt  the  earnestness  and  warmtli  with  which  he  labors  to  im- 
wHh  a  good  opinion  of  tlie  Duke,  and,  indeed,  from 
I  am  satisfied,  not  only  of  his  innocence  as  to  the 
B  on  which  he  was  guillotined,  but  as  to  his  general 
as  a  man  of  honor,  courage^  and  probity.  I  think  I  see 
has  been  tlie  victim  of  a  double  cabal,  of  the  court,  and 
tf  flm  jaobUns.  Mns  parlous  iV autre  chose*  General  Hedou- 
vflb  dwwed  the  Colonel  to-day  a  letter  from  Hoche,  wherein 
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be  says  fhut  he  is  moving  heaven  and  earth  to  get  things  iii 
readiness  at  Brest,  and  that  he  hopes  in  thi-ce  weeks  we  may  he 
getting  aboard.  The  marine  agents  are  scoumlrels,  and  there 
is  a  scarcity  of  seamen,  but  orders  liave  been  tliis  day  expe- 
dited to  all  tlie  military  commanded  along  the  coast*  to  make 
diligent  seaiTh,  secure*  and  send  on  to  Brest  all  seafaring  per- 
fionsy  and  there  is  a  rewai-d  of  six  livres  a-head  to  the  soldiers 
for  all  they  ran  find,  which  will  sharpen  them  up  to  the  busi- 
ness. It  will  be  November  before  we  arrive,  if  we  are  so  for- 
tim.ite  as  to  an*ive  at  all :  of  coui*8e  we  shall  have,  in  that  caae^ 
R  winter  campaign  of  it-  No  matter,  we  are  better  able  to  stand 
it  than  tliose  who  will  be  opposeil  to  us.  Tlie  country  gentle- 
men  of  Ireland,  witli  their  warm  feather  beds,  their  beef  and 
claret,  ^111  make,  I  tliink,  no  great  figure  before  our  grena- 
diers, who  have  been  seasoned  these  four  years  to  all  manner  of 
hardshi|is  and  privations,  in  tliis  excci-ablo  war  of  La  Vendee, 
which  Iloche  has  had  tlic  gloiy  of  terminating.  <^  Haiiiii  U; 
taeVf  all  militia  captninSf  and  rvlio^s  afraid  of  deaths*  I  have 
written  out  about  thirty  Irish  ay's  for  tlie  band  of  my  regimenl^ 
if  I  am  to  have  one^  wiiicli  I  doubt  a  little,  whereby  I  mast  m^ 
sense  Hoche  on  liis  i*eturn,  because  *^when  bath  house  and  faiub 
are  spent,  then  learning  is  most  excellent.**  Good!  good — hMl 
I  meant  alfominable!  That  Ls  a  vile  quotation,  to  tell  the  God's 
tnith  of  tlie  matter. 

October  8.  I  must  change  my  apai*tment  to-morrow  to  nud^e 
room  for  General  DebcUe,  brother-in-law  to  Hoche,  who  is  jut 
arrived.  w9  la  bonne  heure-.  »<  Tliey  talk  of  further  aUeraSomSt 
which  causes  many  speadalions.**  My  quotations  latter^ 
ns  pert  and  as  stupid  as  you  please,  hut  how  can  I  quote 
I  am  in  tliis  horrible  suspense? 

October  9,  10.  11,  12.  Tlie  General  returned  last*inght  at 
eight  o*clock,  having  been  absent  since  the  26th  of  last  inonHk 
Colonel  Shee  saw  him  this  rooming  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour ; 
he  tells  me  Hoche  is  bent  on  gouig,  eoute  qui  eouiCf  uad  that 
e^Try  thing  is  ready  but  seamen,  wliom  be  has  given  otdeva  to 
press  all  along  tlie  coast,  as  (ar  as  Bordeaux.  Oh!  tibat  we  vers 
alMianl.  Oh!  tliat  we  wore  aboard!  or  raflier,  indeed,  tint  we 
\n^re  asliore,  after  being  aboard.  «/  '^n  to  fe  wemnf  {f  As 
ANN.**  He  told  Hoche  tliat  we  bad  prepared  diverse  rontos 
Inn  hla  absence^  and  toolL  that  opportunity  to  apeak  of 
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I  floppoHe  he  was  pleased  to  say  something  handsome^  but  what 
it  was,  of  course,  I  did  not  inquire.  I  see  an  article  in  a  French 
piper  that  thirty  persons  have  been  arrested  in  Dublin  for  high 
treaaon.  Who  can  they  be?  Are  any  of  my  friends  of  the  num- 
ber, for  there  are  no  names  mentioned?  I  hope  in  God  we  shall 
ke  in  Ireland  time  enough  to  liberate  them^  be  tlicy  who  tlicy 
nay.  I  think  General  Hoche  will  be  pretty  security  for  their 
appearance,  and  I  fancy  that  even  my  own  bail  would  not,  in 
this  case,  be  refused.  CoUmel  Shee  and  I  have  been  reading 
orer  the  American  Oi*donnance,  and  making  our  observations 
OB  it  If  we  arrive  safe,  I  will  propose  adopting  it,  with  a  few 
■BOBaaary  alterations.  It  is  excellent,  for  an  army  that  must 
be  nade  in  a  hurry,  being  clear  and  concise. 

Odober  13,  14.  The  Grcncral  set  off,  unexpectedly,  for  Paris 
Ub  day  at  twelve  o'clock.  It  seems,  on  his  visit  to  Brest,  he 
fad  reason  to  be  discontented  with  tlie  administration  of  the 
;  however,  they  promised  him  fair,  and  he  returned  to 
leaving  orders  with  a  confidential  person  to  let  him 
kiow  how  they  were  going  on.  This  pei-son  has  written  him 
mrdy  that  since  his  departui'e  all  tlie  preparations  are  slack- 
CMd,  and,  in  consequence,  he  is  set  off  in  a  rage  for  Paris,  and 
I  trvst  will  return  in  a  few  days  with  full  jMwers  to  cashier  a 
parcel  of  those  scoundi-elly  agents  of  tlie  marine.  I  have  written, 
by  Colonel  Shee's  desire,  a  short  address  to  tlie  peasantry  of 
bdand,  explaining  to  tliem  the  groat  benefits  which  the  Revo- 
ktion  has  procured  to  the  pc&santry  of  France.  This  he  has 
traoBlated  into  Frencli,  and  gave  tlie  copy  to  the  General  to 
md  on  his  way  to  Pai*is.  I  see  by  two  Englisli  papers  of  tlic 
ISA  and  14th  of  last  month,  tliat  tliey  are  importing  daily,  large 
fianlilini  iif  arms,  ammunition,  and  ailillery,  into  Ireland.  I 
am  i^ad  of  it,  for  divers  reasons.  It  is  also  said  they  are  go- 
i^  ta  rfBbaee  the  fortifications  of  Derry,  and  to  mount  one  hun- 
of  artillery  on  the  walls.  This  I  take  to  be  a  rho- 
for  I  cannot  see  to  what  end  tliey  should  fortify  Der- 
H^  I  wiflh  we  were  once  in  Ireland,  and  we  would  make  short 
with  their  fortifications.  These  eternal  delays  kill  me ; 
Hoche  is  a  man  of  tlie  gi*eatest  activity,  and  he  is  em- 
body and  soul,  in  tliis  business.  I  am  sure  lie  is  as  earn- 
t»  Urn  Mlf  as  I  am  myself,  and  that  is  a  gi-eat  comfort  to 
.  I  aappose  be  will  be  about  a  fortnight  absent 
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October  15.  16.  The  General  returned,  unesqiectcdly,  tliis 
morning  at  nine  oVIock.  It  seems  he  met  a  courier  on  the  road 
with  despatrhe<«,  ^\  liicli  renden*d  his  trip  to  Paris  uinecessary. 
Colonel  Shee  tells  me  to-day.  that  it  was  intended,  after  land- 
ing us,  to  despatch  tlie  fleet  with  three  tlioasand  men  to  the  East 
Indies  :  but.  in  consef|uence  or  a  mutiny  at  the  Mauritius,  that 
scheme  \^  given  up.  and  we  are  to  keep  both  ships  and  men.  1 
mentioned  to  liim  a  re|ioit  I  had  lieard.  that  we  were  waiting  for 
cannoniers  fi-om  tlie  arm\  of  Sambre  et  •^fritje.  which  I  thought 
very  odd  if  it  were  true :  he  assured  mc  it  was  no  such  thing ; 
we  have  aln^ady  three  companies  of  cannoniers,  and,  in  shorty 
every  tiling  is  reaily  except  the  seamen,  to  procure  whom  tlie 
most  positi\e  and  pressing  ortlers  liave  been  given  by  the  Minis- 
ter of  Marine,  and  Directory.  He  told  me,  also,  that,  pcrhapsy 
about  tlie  time  of  our  landing,  I  would  hear  o{  some  combustion 
in  England,  and  that  he  liojied,  hefiire  we  had  done,  ^"^  might 
pay  John  Bull  a  visit  According  to  my  laudable  custom,  I  did 
not  ask  him  to  explain  >a  hat  this  combustion  was  to  be.  It  will, 
probably,  explain  itself  time  enough. 

October  17.  Our  expedition,  as  well  as  the  life  of  the  Gene- 
ral, has  had  a  most  providential  escaiie.  Last  night,  between 
nine  and  ten.  as  he  was  returning  from  tlie  Comeilie,  with  Gen- 
eral Dobelle,  and  Hcdouvillc,  a  ruffian,  who  was  posted  at  a 
C4)nier,  fii'ed  a  pistol  at  him,  within  five  or  six  yu^s,  which 
fortunately  missetl,  and  the  villain  instantly  ran  oflT,  but  was 
stopped  by  two  of  the  aids-de-camp,  who  happened  to  come  that 
way,  before  he  had  run  one  hundred  yanb.  The  pistol  was 
likewise  found  where  he  had  dropt  it  On  his  being  seised  and 
examined,  he  confessed  that  he  was  hired  by  a  person,  wiiom  he 
described,  to  assassinate  General  Uochc,  and  was  to  have  fifty 
loiiis  for  his  reward.  lie  tlirew  himself  on  his  knees  before 
Iloche,  who  behaved  incomparably  well,  and  desired  him  to 
rise,  as  no  man  should  kneel  to  him,  and  tell  tiie  whole  truth  f 
assuring  him  tliat  he  had  not  himself  the  least  wsetttiumt 
against  him.  The  fellow  then  repeated  his  story  cxactlyt  and 
the  two  aid-de-camps  set  out  with  a  guard  in  quest  of  the  otlNr 
viOain,  whom  they  found  in  bed,  and  brought  to  head-qnarten. 
A  magistrate  being  sent  for,  the  two  were  confhmted,  and  the 
latter  denying  every  thing,  they  were  both,  after  a  hmg  enoi- 
ination,  committed  to  prison.   It  seems  the  fellow  who  findtte 
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Kbot  is  a  workman  employed  in  the  arsenal,  Ike  oilier  is  lately 
from  Paris,  and  says  he  is  a  lioi-se  dealer ;  in  oi'der  to  induce 
the  former  to  commit  the  munler,  lie  told  him  that  he  was  a  i*oy- 
alisty  and  tliat  it  was  for  the  Ring's  service  to  assassinate  Ho- 
cbe,  which,  tc^ether  with  the  promise  of  tlie  fifty  louis,  deter- 
mined him.  The  name  of  the  former  is  Morcaii,  and  of  the  lat- 
ter Teyssierd.  Nothing  could  be  better  than  the  General's  be- 
havior througli  all  this  affair.  For  my  pai*t,  I  do  not  see  what 
the  royalists  could  pn)miKe  themsi'lves  from  his  death,  at  the 
same  time  it  is  beyond  all  doubt  tliat  this  villain,  Teyssierd, 
has  come  down  from  Paris  expressly  to  have  him  assassinate<I. 
I  do  not  at  all  suspect  the  English  of  assassination,  but  certain- 
ly, at  this  moment,  they  ai-e  much  more  interested  in  Hoche^a 
death,  than  that  miserable  Louis  XVIII.  In  short,  I  know  not 
what  to  tiiink  of  the  motives  of  this  abomin.ibIe  affair ;  a  few 
days  may  probably  explain  it  fui'ther. 

October  1 8«  In  consequence  of  the  aflTair  of  yesterday,  a  search 
WIS  made  in  the  lodgings  of  Teyssierd,  and  a  case  of  pistols, 
two  fusils,  and  three  air  guns,  wei*e  found,  the  two  last  arti- 
rks  buried  in  the  garden ;  there  wei*e  also  among  his  papers  the 
directions  of  sevei*:il  pei-sons  in  Paris  and  London.  I  should  be 
mry,  much  as  I  detest  tlie  English  nation,  to  suspect  them  of 
wch  vile  and  horrible  means  of  effectuating  their  purposes,  as 
(hat  of  assassination ;  yet  tliey  have  already  done  several  things 
in  this  war  as  bad,  at  Quiberon,  and  elsewhere.  I  am  very  much 
afraid  the  English  cabinet  is  implicated  in  tliis  infernal  business, 
fte  more  so  as  the  General  received  notice  a  few  days  since,  from 
IheMiiUBter  of  Justice  at  Paris,  to  be  on  his  guard,  as  an  attempt 
intended  to  be  made  on  his  life  by  some  English  agents. 

is  entirely  too  careless  of  his  person,  which,  as  he  is  cir- 
though  it  may  be  \ery  magnanimous,  is  not  very 

He  was  out  till  past  ten  o'clock  last  night. — Chatted  a 
gni  deal  txMlay  with  Colonel  Sliee,  who  is  my  only  companion 
and  whose  conversatifm  I  find  exti-emely  amusing  and  in- 
He  tells  me  he  exiiects  we  sliall  soon  set  off"  now ; 
General  has  no  confidence  in  tlie  marine,  but  is  deter- 

if  we  fall  in  with  the  English  fli*et,  that  fight  they  shall, 
fav  M  llie  military  will  be  at  least  two  to  one  on  board,  he  will 
1^  k  ont  in  general  orders,  that  the  first  man,  officer  or  sea- 
,.  of  whatever  rank,  that  offers  to  flinch,  shall  be  instantly 
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shut  on  the  quai'ter-dcrk.  That  is  stout  of  Hoche,  or  as-  P.  P. 
wouM  say,  ^^manhj  and  decideiL"*  I  had  ratlier,  liowevep,  that 
our  valor  was  triod  on  terriijinna,  for  I  am  of  opinion  with  the 
Turks,  *•  that  (w(hI  has  girni  the  sea  to  the  infidelsn  and  the  land 
••  to  the  true  believers.*-  A  soa  fight  is  our  jris  alter ^  neverthe- 
less, if  it  must  he,  it  must  Tiio^  damned  Spaniards!  why  are 
thry  ni»t  this  moment  in  Brest  water?  They  have  mortiilly  of- 
fended the  Englisli  hy  escorting  Rirhcry  outof  Cadiz,  and  now 
they  ai*e  tem])orizing  with  half  measures,  which  arc  alw^avs 
mis4*rable  |N)licy  :  whei*eas,  if  they  joined  us  instantly,  we  could 
strike  our  blow  in  security,  and  the  navy  of  Enghuid,  or  I  am 
utterly  deceived,  would  be  no  longer  formidable  either  to  France 
or  Spain.  I  wish  I  was  at  the  hcsul  of  the  Spanish  cabinet  for 
one  nmnth. — Shee  told  me  a  good  siorj'  to-day — ^Thc  Englisk 
had  lodged  fifty  louis  to  pay  the  printer  here  for  a  copy  of  the 
proclamation,  which  they  foit^aw  Hoche  would  publish,  where- 
soever he  was  bound.  He  got  wind  of  this,  and,  by  Sheets  ad- 
vice, pi*e])aivd  a  proclamation  for  the  Poi'tugucsc,  and  then  be- 
gsiii  to  search  with  great  secrecy  and  diligence  among  the  priests^ 
for  some  one  who  uiMlei'stmMl  Portuguese,  in  order  to  have  it 
translated.  (It  was  a  pity  Mr.  Fitz  Simons,  of  whose  talents 
for  the  Portuguese  I  have  already  made  honorable  mention,  yvuB 
not  here.)  Having  thus  spread  the  rejMrt  among  these  knaves^ 
he  sent  off  Sliee,  pi*ivately  to  Angiers,  where  there  is  a  printer 
on  w  hom  he  has  reliance,  and  caused  the  proclamation  to  be 
printed  tliei*e,  tuking  every  possible  precaution  that  not  a  copy 
sliould  escaiie.  It  wsis  very  well  imagined  of  Colonel  Shee,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  but  those  rascally  priests  will  take  care  flie 
story  of  tlie  Portuguese  proclamation  shall  find  its  way  to  Eng- 
land. All  fair!  All  Ciir!  We  talkeil  a  little  of  my  aflbirs^  and 
Colonel  Shee,  after  saying  handsome  things  of  my  services,  as- 
sured me  he  would  take  care,  if  we  arrived  safe  in  Irelandy  to 
state  very  fully,  when  and  where  it  might  be  necessaryt  of  what 
important  consequence  my  exertions  in  France  had  heen^  &c. 
He  spoke  w  ith  great  friendsliip  and  regard,  and  I  have  no  douM 
his  representations  may  be  of  material  use  to  me.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  thing  wrong  or  Kkc  intrigue  in  all  this.  Have  I 
not  sacrificed  every  tiling  to  the  cause?  and  have  I  notrendered 
some  service,  and  I  may  say  essential  service,  to  my  ooontiy  ? 
I  assured  Colonel  Shee,  in  retorn,  that  if  ever  I  found  n^yadf 
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M  A  situation  whicli  might  enable  mc«  lie  should  .<u^e  the  sense  I 
fntertaincd  of  his  kindness  for  me.  There  the  matter  ivsti'd,  and 
there  I  will  let  it  rest. 

October  19.  Since  my  arrival  here,  I  have  not  had  the  least 
rommunication  with  the  Gt*neral ;  we  have  scarcely  even  siKiken 
at  meals  when  we  met,  and  I  began  in  conse([nenre  to  gn)w  a 
little  uneasy  at  it ;  for  as  there  aiv  two  Irishmen  heiv.  M  She(»hy 
and  Ducketty  besides  myself,  and  as  the  fii*st  is  a  hhu^khead  and 
the  last  a  scoundn*l,  I  did  not  exactly  know  whether  the  Gene- 
ral might  not  lump  us  all  off  together,  in  forming  his  opinion, 
lytlierefore,  hinted  remotely  to  Ccdonel  Shee,  yesterday,  my  nn- 
fasiiics.4  at  the  gi-eat  reserve  of  the  General  towards  me,  and  in 
consequence  of  what  I  said,  which  was  indeed  but  very  little. 
he  spoke  to  him  of  it  at  dinner.    The  General  .assured  him 
that  he  by  no  means  confounded  me  with  tlie  two  others :  but 
flbsen'cd,  which  is  the  fart,  that  if  he  was  to  mark  me  by  any 
particular  attention,   it  would  be  imme<liately  observed  and 
set  people  on  making  inquiries,   which  would  be  very  in- 
convenient as  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  I  should  I'e- 
main  incognito  as  much  as  possible:  he  added,  that,  in  time 
and  place,  I  shouhl  see  how  he  \^ished  to  treat  me.     This 
has  satisfietl  me  entirely.    Colonel  Shee  also  told  me,  tliat  it 
wua  a  long  time  a  moot  point  whether  our  ex|)edition  should  be 
undertaken  or  not,  as  the  Minister  of  the  Marine,  Truguet,  was 
very  much  wedded  to  a  scheme  he  had  for  India :  but  that  at 
last  witli  considerable  difliculty,  Grcneral  Clarke  had  managed 
it  so  that  our  affair  had  the  precedence.    If  we  yet  get  to  Ii-e- 
laodf  it  will  be  worth  fifty  of  Tniguefs  schemes.    {M  night.) 
I  have  mentioned  above  what  tlic  Creneral  said  yesterday,  with 
regard  to  me.  To-day,  after  dinner,  he  took  Colonel  Shee  aside 
and  repeated  his  reasons  for  not  being  more  attentive  to  me. 
ivUch  he  begged  of  him  to  explain  to  me.    Colonel  Shee  told 
Urn  he  had  done  so,  and  that  I  was  jierfectly  easy  on  that  score. 
The  General  then  told  him  he  had  appointed  me  to  the  rank  of 
A^pilaiit  General,  which  will  give  me,  as  a  military  man,  very 
gleatadTantages ;  and  he  added,  that  one  i-eason  which  kept  him 
aadir  restraint  as  to  me,  was  tiie  pir^sence  of  that  rascal  Duck- 
el^  lAohad  written  him  an  impertinent  letter,  and  whom  he  in- 
laded  to  caahier  next  morning.   He  added  many  other  civilities, 
to  wUdi  CdoDd  Sheo  made  tlie  proper  acknowledgments  on  my 
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part  Ccrtainl}'  notliingcaii  be  lian(ls/>iner  than  tliis  condiirtof  the 
General.  I  am  heartily  glad,  for  divers  i-easons,  that  he  is  i*e- 
solved  to  send  Mr.  Diickett  to  \v<inder.    Colonel  Shee  tlicn  told 
me  that  he  expec^ts  we  will  set  off  in  four  or  five  days,  and  that  he 
had  requested  of  tlie  Gt^neral  tliut  we  might  travel  together,  and 
that  the  General  had  given  onlei-s  to  his  aid-de-camp,  Poiton,  to 
that  effect  The  Geiicral  hits  likewise  rea<l  my  address  to  the  pea- 
santry of  Ii'eland,  whicii  he  entirely  approves ;  so  all,  as  to  me 
at  least,  Ls  going  on  as  well  as  I  could  desire.  Huzza  !  I  am  an 
Adjutant  General !-  Well,  to  be  sui-e,  but  it  is  droll !    Shall  I 
make  a  good  officer  ?    Why  not  ?   ••  //  is  a  life  I  hare  desired;  I 
**  will  thrive.*^    We  read  the  King's  speech,  in  wliich  ho  an- 
nounces a  desire  to  make  peace^  but  I  do  not  mind  tliis.    Shee 
told  me  that  perliaps  at  this  very  hour,  there  was  something 
going  on  in  England,  which  would  embarrass  them  not  a  little, 
and  tliat  we  might  jierchance  hear  of  it  in  four  or  five  days. 
This  is,  at  least  the  tliird  time  that  he  has  spoken  to  me  darkly 
on  that  subject ;  but  I  make  it  a  rule  never  to  pi*css  him  for 
explanations.    We  tilked  over  the  plan  of  an  address  to  the 
people  at  large,  in  Ii-eland,  inciting  tliem  to  establish  tiieir  in- 
dependence, to  be  published  on  our  landing;  and  I  sat  down  be- 
side him,  and  wi*ote  a  few  pages  to  begin.    I  think  I  mil  make 
it  a  flaming  production :  but  I  am  tired  now,  it  is  late  and  so  I 
will  go  to  bed.    I  am  a  pretty  fellow  to  be  an  Adjutant  Gcnend ! 
*^J^Ir.  Klinker — F/oyd,  I  would  say^  /a,  Ai,  At, — I  suppose  yov 
<•  are  too  great  a  vuin  to  acknowledge  your  old  acquaintance^  huh 
*^  hOf  ho.*^  Well,  that  is  a  vile  stupid  quotation,  to  tell  the  truth 
of  it  but  a  soldier  is  not  obliged  to  quote  like  a  pedant,  **  wiih 
**  their  ^'ovidst  and  Omars*  and  Blutracks^  and  stuff.   By  Oadf 
<<  they  don't  signify  this  pinch  of  snuff.**  *^Damn  EomOf  wiihall 
<^  my  heart*  I  am  sure  I  have  the  marks  of  him  sticking  on  my 

<<  a yet*'    Oh  Lord  !  Oh  Lord  !  witty  quotations  tar  an 

A(\jutant  General. 

October  20.  This  day  received  my  orders  to  set  out  for  Brest 
the  day  after  to-morrow,  being  the  Ist  Brumaire.  Huzsa!  Huz- 
za! I  am  to  travel  in  General  Debelle's  carriagey  witliHoclierB 
cousin  and  Privat,  his  Aid-de-Camp.  Settled  all  my  aflUn  at 
Bennes  instantly,  and  hove  short  I  am  ready  at  a  minute^B  wan- 
ing. I  have  been  hard  at  wori(  to-day  on  my  pamphlety  which  la 
acurrilouB  enough.    Colimel  Shee  trandates  it  aa  I  go  oii|  ftr 
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the  inspection  of  ttie  General,  and  I  like  it  better  in  his  Fi'cncli 
than  in  my  own  English.  I  tliink  it  will  do  tolerably  well, 
when  it  is  finished. 

October  21.  Last  night  I  met  tlie  General  in  the  Gallery  alone. 
He  immediately  came  up  to  me  and  asked  me,  liad  I  occasion  for 
any  thing  before  my  depai-ture  ?  I  thankc4  him,  and  replied,  1 
had  not.  He  then  continued,  **  Because,  if  you  have,  I  desire 
•<  you  will  apply  to  roe,  as  to  your  friend,  without  any  reserve.'' 
t  again  thanked  him,  and  said,  that  if  1  was  under  any  ncccs- 
«ty,  I  would  avail  myself  of  his  permission,  but  tliat  at  present 
I  was  not.  He  then  said,  **  I  am  not  a  man  to  make  professions, 
**  but  I  beg  you  will,  on  all  occasions,  look  uiK)n  me  as  your 
•^friend,  and  treat  me  accordingly."  I  thanked  liim  for  the 
third  time,  and  so  we  shook  hands  and  parted.  It  was  veiy 
dTil  of  him,  and  I  desired  Colonel  Shoe  to  let  him  know  again 
how  sensible  I  was  of  his  kindness. 

October  22.  Set  out  fi-om  Rennes,  on  my  way  to  Brest,  witli 
Privat  and  Marie  Hoche.  Travelled  very  agreeably  through  a 
beautiful  counti'y,  covered  witli  w  ood,  tlie  very  seat  of  Chouan- 
■erie.  The  farms  beautiful ;  the  towns,  for  tlic  names  whereof 
I  refer  to  the  map,  mean,  and  the  villages  abominable.  England 
far  beyond  France  in  that  respect,  but  very  inferior  in  all  the 
other  beauties  oS  a  landscape.  Halted  at  Montauban.  Our  whole 
canran  amounts  to  eighteen  officers,  mostly  of  the  Etat  Major. 
Supped  very  pleasantly.  A  furious  jienur}'^  of  beds.  Privat  and 
ly  to  show  a  good  example,  lay  rough  on  a  mattress  on  the  floor. 
Li^  awake  half  tlie  night,  laughing  and  making  execrable  puns. 
We  were  not  much  crowded,  there  being  only  nine  of  us  in  one 
romn.  I  like  this  life  of  all  tilings.  There  is  a  gaiety, 
carelessness  about  militaiy  men,  which  interests  me  infi- 
■ttefy.  We  mess  together.  I  pay  nothing,  as  tiie  General  gave 
to  that  effect  to  his  cousin,  and  also,  as  Marie  Hoche  told 
to  treat  me  with  all  possible  attention  and  respect ;  all  which 
ii highly  agreeable.    Once  again,  I  like  all  this  mightily! 

Odober  95.  As  yesterday.  Halted  at  Broon,  wliero  we  slept 
Men  pleasant,  as  usual,  and  good  accommodations  at  tiic  Au- 
hergBm  IVo  very  fine  lads  of  the  name  of  Dsilton,  nephews  of 
Cohael  Shee,  and  som  of  an  Irish  officer,  are  of  our  paiiiy,  and 
particdarly  civil  and  attentive  to  me :  for  which,  if  we 
destiiiation,  I  will  be  citH  and  attentive  to  tliem.    I 
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like  them  botJi.  Jamo<i  and  Alexander,  very  murli.   I  ^ish  ihey 
could  speak  £n«:li<h.  which  ihev  do  but  ver}'  iraperfectlj'. 

October  C4.  lialti-d  at  Laniballe.  I  can  see  a  very  g^vat 
difference  in  tiir  l>eiiavior  of  my  companions  since  ^c  set  out. 
Whilst  we  \vei*e  ut  Renncs.  nobodv  was  uncivil,  but  nobodv  was 
attentive  to  me :  now  the  case  is  different  I  am  placed  in  the 
seat  of  honor,  loilged  single,  and  in  the  best  chamber*  whilst 
tlie  rest  ai-e  obliged  to  fag.  I  hope  I  need  not  to  say  that  I  give 
myself  no  ail's  on  all  this  :  on  the  contiMry,  I  endeavor  to  re- 
commend myself  as  much  as  (lossible  by  a  very  modest  and 
guanled  behavior,  and  have  the  pleasure  to  see  that  my  discre- 
tion* in  that  respect,  does  not  pass  unnoticed.  The  alteration  in 
the  beliavior  of  my  comrades  is  so  striking,  that  I  think  it  wortli 
mentioning  here,  and  I  believe  they  like  me  as  well  as  I  like 
tliem.  It  is  |XTuliarly  incumbent  on  a  foreigner,  in  tlie  French 
senice,  to  be  delicate  on  all  points ;  and  I  am,  at  least,  sensible 
of  what  I  ought  to  do.  whether  or  not  I  am  able  to  execute  it. 
I  like  the  Frencli  more  and  more :  tlieir  very  foibles,  of  which 
they  have  plenty,  amuse  me.  whilst  the  singularities  of  an  En- 
glishman are  almost  always  offensive. 

October  25, 26,  27, 28.  As  usual.  Halted  at  St.  Brieus,  Guin- 
camp.  \\  here  we  remained  one  day  to  repose.  Belle  Isle  en  terre 
and  Morlaix.  At  Morlaix  dined  witli  General  Hiwijy  an  Irish- 
man, in  the  service  of  the  Republic. 

October  29.  This  morning  before  we  set  out,  General  Harty 
■ent  for  me,  and  shewed  mc  an  English  paper  that  he  had  just 
boiTowed,  the  M(Hiiing  Post  of  September  24th,  in  wiiicli  was 
an  article  copied  fmm  the  Northei-n  Star  of  tlie  16th  precedent 
By  tliis  unfortunate  article,  I  sec  tliat  what  I  have  long  expected^ 
with  the  greatest  anxiety,  is  come  to  pass.  My  dear  friends 
Russell  and  Sam.  Neilson,  were  arrested  for  high  treason  on 
that  day,  together  with  Rowley  Osborne,  Haslett,  and  a  person, 
whom  I  do  not  know,  of  tlic  name  of  Shanaghan.  The  peraona 
who  arrested  tliem  were  tlic  Mai^uis  of  Downshirc,  the  Earl  of 
Weatmeatli,  and  Lord  Londonderry,  together  wilb  that  moat 
infamous  of  all  scoundrels,  John  Pollock.  It  is  impoaaible  to 
conceive  the  effect  this  heavy  misfortune  has  upon  my  mind.  If 
we  are  not  in  Ireland  time  enough  to  extricate  them,  fliey  are 
gone :  for  the  Government  will  move  heaven,  earth,  and  hdl^ 
to  ensure  thdr  condemnation.  Good  God!  If  fliejr  fidi,  wkon 
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diall  I  find  two  such  men  to  replace  them  ?  My  i)oor  friend  Rus- 
sell witli  whom  I  have  sjient  tlie  happiest  houiN  of  my  life,  and 
whom  1  love  with  the  affection  of  a  bi-other,  a  man  who  would^ 
I  know,  sacrifice  his  life  for  me  or  my  family,  if  it  wci-e  ncces- 
wry ;  and  Neilson,  an  honesty  a  brave,  and  worthy  fellow,  a 
good  Irishman*  a  good  re))ubliran  ;  both  of  tliein  men  who  have 
rendered  such  essential  service  to  their  country.  My  heart 
smites  me  now,  for  tlie  levity  with  wliich  I  have  s^iokcn  of  my 
poor  Russell  in  those  memorandums,  under  tlie  name  of  P.  P. 
Well,  tliat  levity  exists  no  longer ;  it  is  time  now  to  think  of 
other  matters.  I  will  not  expend  myself  here  in  empty  menaces, 
which  as  yet  I  have  not  the  means  to  execute.  God,  I  hope,  has 
not  so  totally  deserted  me,  but  I  may  yet  airivc  in  time  to  deliver 
my  friends.  If,  to  my  unspeakable  loss,  I  should  arrive  too  late 
to  rescue,  at  least  I  shall  be  able  to  revenge  tliem,  and,  in  tliat 
oise,  **  wo  to  their  pei-secutors  !*'  I  see  that  they  have  behaved 
in  a  manner  woKhy  of  themselves,  and  of  tlic  cause  to  which  I 
frar  they  will  fall  victims.  Neilson  and  Russell  sun-endered 
diemselves  voluntai'ily.  Wm.  Sampson  acted  with  the  greatest 
spirit,  and  particulai*ly  insulted  Lord  Westmeath,  tliat  con- 
temptible cuckold,  two  or  thi'ee  times,  in  the  grossest  manner. 
This  most  unfortunate  of  all  events,  brings  to  my  mind  the  death 
of  my  poor  friemi  Sweetman,  wliich  I  shall  ever  regret,  and  the 
•rrestation  of  John  Reogh.  With  i-egard  to  the  latter,  as  I  liavo 
seen  the  English  {mpers  pi*etty  ]*egularly  ever  sincx^  and  have 
fbiiiid  no  furtlier  menti(m  of  that  affair,  I  am  in  great  hopes  that 
he  was  immediately  discharged,  and  that  nothing  disastrous  en- 
sued. If  ever  I  i-etiirn  to  Ireland,  God  only  knows  in  what  state 
I  shall  find  the  invaluable  friends  I  left  behind  me,  or  how 
ly  of  them  may  be  in  existence.  I  am  in  unspeakable  dis- 
at  this  moment,  the  more,  as  I  can  do  nothing  for  their 
idieC  I  will  go  to  Iloche  the  moment  I  i*each  Bi'est,  and  ac- 
qoaint  him  witli  tids  unfortunate  event  but,  as  to  him,  tliat  is 
■meoeiitiary,  for  I  am  sure  he  is  doing  his  very  best  to  hurry 
(Uqpi  fiirward.  Good  God  !  If  I  am  so  unhappy  as  to  airivo 
too  latet  what  shall  I  do  ?  I  cannot  bear  to  think  of  it.  If  they 
ooBdact  themselves  well,  they  may  ])ostpone  their  trial  for  a 
oowiderable  time,  and,  in  that  case,  we  may  yet  save  tliem.  It  is 
tat  fiirty-five  days  since  they  were  arrested.  But  if«  to  my  un- 
speakable misfortune,  that  should  not  happen,  my  only  consolation 
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is  the  lio))c  of  rrvenge.  Once  again,  I  will  not  indulge  in  pre- 
mature tiireatcniiigs.  ir  I  arrive,  and  airive  too  late,  we  shall 
sec  wliat  18  fit  to  be  done. 

October  30.  Aftir  halting  la*st  night  at  Landemeau,  an'ivcd 
tliis  day  at  one  oVlock  at  Brest  having  been  just  ten  days  on 
the  road.  Ran  immediately  to  find  tlie  General,  but  he  was 
goncfmt.  Called  on  Colonel  Shee.  and  informed  him  of  tlie 
situation  of  our  friends.  He  tells  nic  if  they  manage  to  delay  a 
little-,  he  is  in  hojies  we  may  arrive  time  enough  to  deliver 
tlieni.  God  Almighty  send  !  He  tells  me  a  i-elation  of  Ids,  a 
general  officer  in  the  service  of  tiie  Republic,  who  was  sent  by 
the  Executive  Directory  into  Ireland,  about  four  months  since, 
is  just  arrived,  and  will  probably  be  in  Brest  in  about  five  or 
six  days.  lie  will  of  course  bring  us  autlientic  intelligence  of 
tlie  state  of  tlic  countn'. 
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^"trvember  1,  2.  I  have  been  hai*d  at  work  ever  since  my  ar- 
rival, on  an  address  to  tlie  Irish  people,  which  is  to  be  printed 
here  and  distributed  on  our  landing.  I  have  hardly  time  to  eat* 
but  I  do  not  work  with  pleasure,  from  the  reflection  which  rc- 
cui*s  to  me  evei-y  instant,  that  the  men  whose  approbation  I 
could  most  covet  aiv.  {X'riiaps,  at  this  moment  on  trial  for  tbdr 
lives.  Well,  let  me.  if  jxissible,  not  think  of  that  longer,  I  have 
not  vet  seen  tlie  (jeneral.  Colonel  Shee  tells  me  that  General 
Quantin  has  been  despatched  from  Flushing  with  2«000  of  the 
greatest  reprobates  in  the  Fi-ench  army,  to  land  in  England, 
and  do  as  much  mischief  as  possible,  and  that  we  have  3,000 
of  the  same  stamp,  whom  we  are  also  to  disgorge  on  tiie  Eng- 
lish coast  It  Ls  a  homblc  mode  of  making  war,  and  such  as 
notliing  can  possibly  justify,  but  the  manner  in  which  England 
has  persecuted  tlic  Republic.  Much  as  I  detest  the  inhumanity 
of  punishing  tlie  inhabitants  of  a  country  for  the  crimes  of  thdr 
rulers,  I  cannot  blame  the  French,  when  I  recollect  the  treach- 
ery of  England  at  Toulon,  or  the  miseries  which  she  has 
caused  in  that  part  of  the  Republic  through  which  I  have  just 
passed,  on  her  ialse  assignats  and  counterfeit  louisy  bu^  e^e- 
cially,  on  her  most  atrocious  and  unheard-of  system  of  starring 
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(he  whole  French  people,  a  measure  so  abominable,  and  which 
prodaced  such  dreadful  sufTering  and  misery  in  France,  as  jus- 
tifies any  measures  of  retaliation,  how^ever  terrible.  The  Eng- 
lish Ambassador  is  arrived  at  Paris ;  Spain  has,  at  length,  dc- 
cku^d  war  against  England,  and  begun,  it  is  said,  by  taking 
I  man  of  war  of  56  guns.  Damn  them !  why  arc  they  not  to-day 
in  Brest  waters?  Coi-sica  is  evacuated  by  the  British;  so  all 
goes  on  pretty  well. 

Evening.  I  have  just  read,  in  tlie  Moniteur,  tlie  memorial 
gi^en  in  by  Lord  Malmesbury,  the  English  Plenipotentiary  in 
Paris,  the  memoir  of  Charles  Do  la  CroLx,  and  tlie  reply  of  the 
Director)',  which  is  admirable.  I  have  not  timo  to  abstract 
them,  but  the  negotiation  Ls  at  an  end  for  the  present  I  never 
thought  any  thing  would  come  of  it,  for  I  did  not  believe  Pitt 
serious:  and, apparently,  tlie  Directory  is  of  the  same  opinion, 
for  it  is  on  that  piiiiciple  tiiey  have  framed  their  answer.  My 
Lord  Malmesbury  may  now  go  back,  if  he  pleases.  I  am  curi- 
ous to  know  the  result  of  Quantin^s  expedition,  which,  I  pre- 
nmc,  is  the  business  of  which  Colonel  Shee  spoke  to  me  indi- 
rectly two  or  three  times.  I  had  rather  it  had  followed  than 
preceded  ours :  for  if  they  commit,  as  doubtless  tliey  will,  great 
cnonnities,  it  may  alienate  jx^ople's  minds  agaiast  us,  who  will 
mike  no  distinction  between  one  corps  of  French  troops  and 
another.  The  Spaniards  are  parading  in  the  Mediten-anean,  to 
assist  ufl  in  taking  Corsica,  after  the  English  have  evacuated 
it  Tliis  fashion  of  making  war  puts  me  in  mind  of  die  London 
Aldermen  fox-hunting.  1  have  worked  tliis  day  like  a  horse, 
aod  I  am  as  stupid  to  night  as  a  hoi-se,  and  in  wretched  low 
ipritB ;  every  hour  that  passes  is  like  an  age  to  my  impatience : 
I  do  not  even  slee|i. 

MbvewAer  3.  At  work  at  my  pamphlet. 

Jtbvemher  4.  This  morning,  on  the  parade,  I  met  Poitou,  tlie 
Gownl's  first  aid-de-camp,  who  whisjiered  me  that,  by  a  ves- 
•d  from  Liverpool,  which  was  brought  in  yesterday,  intelli- 
gBBoe  was  received  tliat  the  revolution  was  effected  in  Ireland ; 
Ihit  the  people  were  up  in  arms,  and  had  seized  the  arse- 
od  in  Dublin  and  driven  10,000  English  troops,  being  all 
tkol  were  in  the  country,  back  to  England.  I  was  not  a  little 
aainniahrid  at  this  piece  of  news,  and  ran  off*  immediately  to  Mr. 
BheOp  who  confirmed  it  to  me^  adding,  that  they  had  found  thirty 
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■thousand  stand  of  arms  in  the  arsenal ;  that  the  news  was  ccs*- 
tain,  and  that  the  General  had  written  off  to  the  Directory  last 
night  for  positive  orders  to  sail,  on  the  return  of  the  courier, 
with  what  force  was  ready,  without  waiting  for  the  remaindtr. 
He  told  me  further,  that  he  expected  every  moment  the  captain 
of  the  pri^  in  order  to  exanune  him,  in  which  he  desired  my 
assistance,  as  the  General  had  written  to  Joyeuse,  the  Admiral^ 
to  have  him  sent  up.  All  this  I  found  very  circumstantial,  yet 
I  felt  I  know  not  what  presentiment,  that  it  would  turn  out  at 
least  an  exaggeration  of  the  fact  On  leaving  Mr.  Shee,  I  met 
the  General  himself  who  embraced  me  after  the  manner  of  tiie 
French,  kissing  me  on  both  cheeks,  and  wishing  me  joy  of  the 
event  I  returned  shortly  after  to  Colonel  Shee,  whom  I  ac- 
quainted with  my  doubts  as  to  tiie  extent  of  this  rqKvt,  and 
mentioned  the  anecdote  of  a  Liverpool  captain,  who  seeing  the 
Dublin  volunteers  parade,  on  this  very  day,  in  the  year  1779, 
with  their  cannon,  and  their  Colonel,  the  Duke  of  Leinster,  at 
their  head,  immediately  ran  down  to  his  ship  in  a  fright,  set 
sail  for  England,  and,  on  his  landing,  swore  before  tiie  Mayor 
of  Liverpool,  that  all  Ireland  was  up  in  arms,  and  that  he  had 
seen  the  Duke  of  Leinster  proclaimed  King,  in  College  Grreen, 
which  he  himself  certainly  believed.  Colonel  Shee  seemed  a 
little  taken  back  with  this  anecdote ;  however,  he  told  me  he  had 
great  hopes  the  present  news  was  true,  for  that,  to  his  know- 
ledge, 15,000  stand  of  arms  had  been  lately  introduced  into 
Ireland.  I  asked  him  was  he  sure  of  that,  as  I  did  not  see 
where  money  could  be  got  to  purchase  them,  witliout  commu- 
nicating with  so  many  people,  as  must  infallibly  lead  to  a  dis- 
covery of  the  affair.  He  replied  they  were  purchased  by  one 
pei*son.  who  was  wealthy,  wlio  knew  me,  and  whom  I  knew, 
and  tliat  in  time  and  place  I  should  leai*n  who  he  was.  I  said 
tliat  satisfied  me.  In  the  mean  time  I  cannot  form  the  least 
conjecture  who  this  person  is.  15,000  stand  of  arms  would  cost 
j6SO,000,  and  I  do  not  see  amongst  my  acquaintance  a  man 
who  is  at  once  able  and  willing  to  advance  such  a  sum.  Wdl, 
no  matter  who  it  is.  At  last  the  author  of  our  intelligence  ar- 
rived, with  two  other  seamen,  taken  on  their  way  from  New- 
foundland, about  the  same  time,  eight  or  nine  days  ago.  A 
<x>uncil  was  immediately  held,  consisting  of  the  General,  the 
Admiral,  Colonel  Shee,  and  myself.    Our  informer  said  lie  was 
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an  American ;  thiit  lip  xsulvd  from  Liverpool  on  a  Wednesday ; 
tliaL  Icfon  Ills  dcpai-turc,  news  camr  by  tlie  packet  tliat  all 
Imlaod  VKH  up  for  a  R^^puklic :  that  Uie  Librrty  Boys,  and  tbo 
Vi'cavcri  wt-n*  up,  and  the  Cleaitlay  Men,  and  Uiat  he  had  »rpn 
1II.U0O  KngliHli  troo|»8  cmbarti  at  Liverpool,  throe  or  four  days 
bi-fun  he  Irfl  it,  in  onler  tu  <iuell  tJie  la-jurii-ction.  This  wa^ 
Uw  !uiin  of  Ilia  information:  he  added,  tliat  after  they  were 
tnken  by  the  t'n'ndi,  tJiey  hud  fallen  in  with  two  flpots,  one  faet 
Judgnl  might  be  »f  twenty  sail,  and  in  the  other  he  rounlrd 
twrlt-e  sful  of  line  of  battle  Nhi|)S,  and  tliat  he  heard  tliei-c  was 
a  tliird  flwt  below  again.  I  wan  not  disappointed  in  finding 
tiiF  ncrws  turn  out  so  different  fivm  what  it  was  at  fufit  reported, 
SBppOHitig  even  what  tlie  fellow  said  to  be  true,  wliirh  it  cer- 
titinly  waM  not,  for,  in  the  firxt  plare,  he  set  out  witli  a  lie,  in 
aayii^  he  was  an  American,  for  lie  was  a  Scutchman,  witli  a 
bniad  acrent  He  rould  not  tell  tlie  day  of  tlie  month  that  he 
miind.  nur  tlic  burthen  of  his  vessel.  The  10.000  troops  he 
BpolLr  of,  turned  oiit  to  be  one  regiment  of  Scotch,  one  ivgiment 
of  Welch,  ajid  a  regiment  of  Irish,  who  were  embarked,  as  he 
midt  in  four  large  teswis  and  five  oi-  six  brigs.  Altogether  he 
lied,  and  prevaricated  so  much  tliat  I  do  not  pity  tiie  least  atten- 
tion to  bis  story :  ho  there  is  an  end  of  tlic  insun-ection.  1  am, 
faowrvrr.  heartily  glad  of  this  event,  for  I  ho)ie  it  will  produce 
|u4tivi!  anlers  fmin  the  Directory  to  sail  Immedialely.  Dined 
at  bead-quarters,  in  state,  witli  the  Admirals  and  several  Cap- 
tAiRH  at  tlw  Reet,  and  the  staff  of  the  army — a  grand  aflair. 
This  diflwr  is  to  manifest  to  the  public  that  tiierc  is  a  perfect 
banaeajr  between  the  land  and  sea  serviee,  which  I  am  very 
acnrloan  in  far  from  being  tlie  ca'«-.  Sate  late  at  dinner,  and 
afler  dianer  retired  to  Colonel  Shec's  mom  with  tlie  General, 
llie  Adniral.  beneral  Uebelle,  and  Colonel  Shee.  I  did  not 
rsme  in  far  flome  time  nStev  tlie  oUiers,  and  on  my  entry  found 
Uncbe  preating  Jojeuse.  e^xtremely,  to  be  ready  for  the  expe- 
tUtion,  and  Joyeitse  starting  every  possible  difliculty,  particu- 
larly tm  tJie  M^re  of  tJie  tnuisjiortM.  Uoclie  tiicn  said  he  would 
go  whh  the  men  iiT  war  only,  crowding  as  many  men  aboanl 
jw  Ibey  rould  carry.  Joyeusu  tlien  came  down  to  five  sail  'of 
tlie  line  and  Ave  frigatett,  tlie  best  Miilors  who  iiiiglit,  by  dint  of 
Maawnalup  and  quick  sailing,  eftcapo  from  the  English,  who 
vm,  be  mMf  lu  wmiting  for  them  off  Cape  Clear,  and  who  had 
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also  edaireun  off  Ushant,  as  every  moiTiingthc  report  was  iiiai 
t^'o  large  ships  ami  tliroe  frigates  were  seen  there.    Colonel 
Shee  asked  him  how  many  men,  for  a  short  passage,  could  he. 
stow  on  the  sliips  he  mentioned  ;  he  said  600  on  each  of  tlic  line 
of  hattle  shi]is,  and  300  on  each  of  the  frigates.    That  makes 
in  all  but  4,500  men.  The  Gfeneral  then  said  that  his  word  was 
pledged  to  tlie  Government  and  to  his  friends  in  Ireland  :  that 
the  time  was  even  elapsed  lor  which  he  had  engaged  himself 
tiiat  he  would  go  in  a  single  frigate,  if  the  Admiral  could  give 
him  no  more,  and  he  pressed  him  again  and  again  in  the  strong-* 
est  manner.    Joyeuse  still  hung  back,  and  I  believe  he  was 
sorry,  to  judge  by  his  manner,  that  he  had  spoken  of  e\'en  five 
ships  of  the  line :  at  length  he  ])roix>sed,  merely,  as  I  think,  to 
gain  time,  to  send  out  a  vessel  to  reconnoitre*  and  bring  positive 
intelligence  of  the  state  of  the  country,  and  another  to  learn  the 
actual  position  of  the  English  fleet,  and,  upon  this  proposal,  the 
meeting  broke  up.    1  augur  the  woi-st  (lossible  event  from  any 
business  in  which  the  marine  of  France  is  concerned.    Joyeuse 
wants  to  prevent  our  expedition*  in  onler  to  get  out  to  India^ 
where  there  is  more  money  to  be  made,  and,  in  consequence, 
is  throwing  every  difficulty  in  our  way.    Attempts  are  even 
made  to  set  the  soldiers  and  seamen  by  the  ears,  but  the  Gene- 
ral is  determined  to  shoot  the  very  first  who  fight,  upon  the 
spot    There  has  been  one  duel  already  between  Rapatelle,*  an 
officer  of  tlie  Etat  Major,  and  a  Lieutenant  of  the  navy,  in 
which  the  former  was  victorious,  having  wounded  his  adver- 
sary in  two  places.    From  all  tliis  I  see,  first,  that  if  we  arrive 
at  all,  which,  is  at  this  moment,  very  doubtful,  we  shall  not  ar- 
rive in  force.    No  matter.    With  5,000  men,  our  AHUkrie 
legerc,  and  Hoche,  I  have  no  doubt  of  success.    Would   to 
heaven  we  were,  even  with  tiiat  force,  on  the  Cave  Hill,  fliia  fine 
morning ;  I  would  soon  have  my  dear  and  unfortonate  frioids 
out  of  jeopardy.  I  see,  likewise,  that  there  is  no  mention  whatso- 
ever of  the  Spanish  fleet  Damn  them!  They  are  now  parading 
in  the  Mediterranean.    To  be  sure,  the  folly  of  that  is  beyond 
all  human  endurance.  The  General  told  me  last  night,  that,  by 
this,  there  wei«  five  or  six  thousand  French  in  England,  play* 
ing  **  le  diable  a  quatre.'^  I  suppose  he  spoke  of  Qoantin^  ex- 
pedition.  This  has  been  an  eventfiil  day,    I  have  qient  it  witt 
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cddiratcd  meiu  and  who  will  make  hereafter  a  figure  in  his- 
tory, and  yeU  God  knows,  I  am,  at  this  moment.  Tar  from  being 
satisfied.  Hochc  is  behaving  Incomparably,  but  for  the  Admi- 
ral—Well, **what  caiCt  he  curedj  must  be  endured.^*  Let  us  see 
what  the  DirectiHrj  will  say  to  us. 

Mbvember  5.  At  work  at  my  pamphlet.  I  have  no  stomach 
to  diat  business.  I  dine  every  day  with  the  General,  by  his  or- 
ders, which  is  the  greater  favor,  as  there  are  never  more  than 
five  or  six  of  us ;  himself,  his  brother-in-law.  General  Dcbelle, 
Marie  Hoche,  CoL  Shec,  Poitou.  and  myself. 

^'hvember  6.  Chatting  with  Col.  Shee.  I  am  in  great  hopes, 
flnom  something  be  said,  that  we  shall  turn  out  Villaret  Joyeuse, 
and  get  an  admiral  of  our  own  choosing ;  perhaps,  in  tliat  case, 
wo  may  get  out.  I  asked  him  whether,  when  the  General  said 
that  his  word  was  pledged  to  liis  friends  in  Ii*eland,  he  spoke 
really  the  fact,  or  said  it  merely  to  spur  on  tlic  Admiral.  Mr. 
Shee  assured  me  that  Hoche  had  botli  seen  and  spoken  with 
some  of  the  leaders  in  Ireland.*  So,  here  are  two  plots  running 
on  at  one  and  the  same  time,  mine  and  tlieirs,  whoever  they  are; 
no  matter  for  that.  I  am  not  afraid  of  our  interfering,  for  our 
object  vu  I  see,  precisely  tlie  same,  and  I  am  even  better  pleased 
to  have  tliose  invisible  co-ofierators,  as  it  divides  the  responsi- 
bility, and  does  not  leave  any  tiling  resting  on  my  single  asser- 
tioD.  I  asked  Col.  Shee,  supiM>sing  we  gave  up  the  transports, 
how  many  men  could  we  carry  in  tlie  men  of  war?  He  said  in 
twelve  sail  of  the  line^  we  cauld  carry  6,000,  and  in  ten  frigates, 
we  might  have  2,500 ;  so  I  see  our  armament  is  to  be  of  that 
fiifce.  He  added,  however,  tliat  we  must  not  give  up  tlie  trans- 
ports, as  with  them  we  could  land  with  20^000,  which  would 
nttle  the  business  witiiout  bloodshed.  I  answered,  tliat  if  it 
were  possible,  it  would  undoubtedly  be  best,  and  referred  him 
to  my  memorials  for  proof:  tliat  it  was  my  own  opinion,  nevcr- 
theleas,  if  the  bringing  transports  would  endanger  the  success 
of  the  entire  business,  I  thought  it  best  to  secure  the  men  of 
war,  supposing  they  could  carry  but  5,000  men,  instead  of 
8»500^  which  he  had  calculated,  as  with  that  force  we  should  be 
Mt  to  fight  it  out.  He  replied  he  hoped  we  would  have  the 
trsiisporiH  also,  and  so  it  rested.  For  my  part,  under  present 

I  would  prefer  the  men  of  war  with  6  or  7,000 
and  with  tfiat  force  to  begin  witli,  I  should  have  no  doubt 
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of  success :  however,  tlie  business  is  in  better  hands.  Cdonel 
Shcc  then  told  me  tliat  tlie  Gt^neral  wished  to  find  somebody 
who  would  go  directly  to  Ii*eland,  as  he  had  a  safis  American 
who  would  sail  at  a  niinute^s  warning,  and  also  bring  back  th& 
person  who  miglit  go.  and  he  was  very  desirous  of  intdligence 
of  the  state  of  tlie  country  at  this  moment  I  mentioned  Mc- 
Slieeliy.  and  he  imnieiliately  went  for  tlic  General,  who  came, 
and  we  agreed  that  if  McSliechy  had  no  objection,  he  should 
be  desiKitched  to-morrow.  1  went  iiumediatcly  and  found  Mc- 
Shcehy,  to  whom  I  opened  tlie  business,  as  from  myself^  and  he 
agrvcd  withtHit  dilliculty  to  go,  if  tlic  General  desired  it  I  in- 
tbniied  tlie  Uenci-al  of  his  assent  at  diunert  and  he  desired  me 
to  tlumk  Idm  in  his  name,  and  desire  him  to  liold  himself  in 
rcailincsis  for  to-morrow*  which  I  did  accordingly,  and  to  mor- 
n>w  we  sliall  see  what  are  his  instructions.  McSheehy  has  be- 
havcti  very  well  in  this  business. 

Mrcmber  7.  Hie  General  has  been  out  on  a  boatii^  piuiy 
all  day.  until  six  oVlock  in  the  evening.  On  his  return,  he  de- 
sired me  to  find  McSheeliy.  which  I  did  accordingly,  and  he 
told  him  that  he  must  sail  that  night  as  ever}'  thing  was  ready, 
and  ga^  e  him  verbal  instructions,  which  in  my  mind  were  very 
iu«uHicieiit,  and  it  is  the  first  time  I  have  had  reason  to  find  fault 
with  liiKlio.  lie  desired  him  to  go  to  such  persons  as  I  should 
name,  and  learn  from  them  as  much  as  he  could,  on  the  actual 
suite  of  the  inNintr}*  at  tills  moment  the  temper  of  the  people^ 
the  number  and  dis))08ition  of  tlie  troops,  whether  the  Frradi 
nieri'  r\pec*te<l  or  desired,  and  if  so.  in  what  part  particularly. 
I  asktnl  him  was  McSheehy  to  tell  them  nothing  in  return.  He 
said  he  must  go  into  no  particulars,  but  tell  them,  in  genemlf 
that  the  disjiositions  of  France  were  highly  favwable  to  Ireland, 
and  that  both  lTO\eniment  and  people  were  anxious  fiir  their 
emuiHM)iaiioii.  He  tlien  gave  McSheehy  twenty  louia,  and  we 
parted.  1  bnuiglit  McSheehy  to  my  lodgings,  and  made  him 
eliangf  his  di\*ss  (Vi>m  liead  to  foot  equif^Hng  him  witti  shirti, 
boots,  stockings,  waistcoats,  coat  and  cloak,  all  cither  Irish,  or 
■uule  after  the  Irish  fashion.  I  then  gave  him  the  addreaa  of 
Oliver  BoihI  and  Richard  McCormick.  1  desired  him  to  call 
en  the  former  first  and  tell  him  he  came  from  roe  at  Bree^  and 
to  aaliaty  Bond,  I  desired  him  to  tell  him  that  wIibd  Jadmot 
was  seised,  and  Hamilton  Rowan  and  Dr.  BtgrnoidB  escaiiedp 
he  advised  me  to  do  the  same^  and  oflbred  me  moMj  ftir  ttat 
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poipose,  if  I  wanted  it  For  McCormick,  I  desired  him  to  tell 
Um  that  a  few  days  before  I  left  Dublin  for  America,  I  took 
kirn  alone  into  his  garden,  and  acquainted  him  with  ray  plan  of 
poshing  on,  if  possible,  for  France,  and  that  I  had  also,  about 
the  middle  of  December  last  written  to  him  by  my  brother  from 
Philadelphia,  acquainting  him  witli  my  progress.  That  I  think 
will  satisfy  them  tliat  he  has  seen  me.  I  desired  him,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  General's  orders,  to  tell  them  that  he  had  known  me 
in  Puis  for  some  time;  tliat  I  was  now  at  Brest ;  that  I  had  the 
rank  of  Adjutant  General  in  the  army  of  the  Republic,  and  that 
I  was  in  good  repute  with  the  General  and  Government  I  desired 
Um  further  to  say  that  an  expedition  was  in  great  forwardness 
it  Brest;  that  I  had  read  some  months  back  with  great  con-* 
oeni,  an  account  in  a  London  pajier,  of  tlie  an*estation  of  John 
Keogli,  and  within  tliese  few  days,  a  second  account  of  tlie  ar- 
lestation  of  Sam.  Neilson,  Russell,  and  my  other  friends  at 
Belfast;  that  I  would,  on  my  part  move  heaven  and  earth  to 
procure  their  deliverance,  and  that  I  particularly  recommended 
and  entreated  of  them  to  profit  of  every  possible  delay  which 
the  forms  of  the  law  could  give^  in  order  to  jiostpone  their  trial, 
and  I  desired  him  to  press  this  particularly,  as  I  had  the  strong- 
est hopes,  that  in  a  short  time,  we  should  be  there  to  rescue  them ; 
fnally,  I  desired  him  to  collect  as  many  newspapers  as  he 
could,  for  three  or  four  montiis  back,  particularly  tlie  Northei-n 
Star,  which  Bond  would  furnish  him  with,  as  being  agent  for 
fliat  paper  in  Dublin.  I  then  walked  with  him  down  to  the 
^ay,  where  I  saw  him  join  the  Captain,  who  was  in  waiting, 
.  It  being  8  o'clock,  and  a  fine  moonlight  night  If  tliey  have 
good  weather  and  fair  wind,  they  may  be  easily  in  Dublin  in 
days;  two  days  will  suffice  for  McSheehy's  business,  and 
to  return,  makes  ten ;  however,  I  will  allow  a  fortnight, 
attend  the  expiration  of  that  term  with  the  utmost  impa- 
In  this  business  1  chose  Bond,  from  his  honesty  and  his 
OQimection  with  Belfast  and  McCormick  for  a  thousand 
especially  his  being  secretary  to  tlie  Catholics,  and  his 
knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  public  mind  in  Dublin,  i 
McBheehy  will  acquit  himself  well ;  he  has  not  much  to 
§^  and  I  encouraged  him  as  much  as  I  could.  Here  is  a  fort- 
iri^  BOW  dead  loss !  Damn  it  forme!  Iliad  like  to  forget  an 
drcamstance.   The  General  de^iired  McSheehy  to  learn 


1  f 

I 


S32  JOURNAL  OF  NOVEMBER,  ir96. 

particularly  who  wei-c  the  members  in  the  new  Parliament  fur 
the  county  Dcrr}'.  I  c^served  the  new  Parliament  would  not  bo 
called  until  next  year,  llie  General  then  said,  <*  Well,  learn 
who  are  tlie  candidates,  and  for  DejTy,  remember,  not  Kerry/' 
I  do  not  for  my  part,  understand  tiiis.  In  my  mind,  it  is  of 
mighty  little  importance^  who  are  either  members  or  candidates 
for  one  place  or  the  oUier :  perhaps  Hoche  has  a  mind  to  set  up 
himself.  Seriously  I  do  not  sec  tlie  drift  of  his  question  at  all. 
Well,  I  will  even  leave  it  as  1  always  do  in  similar  cases,  to 
explain  itself,  for  ^*  ^fwd  supra  nos*  nil  ad  no^" 

Mroeniber  8.  Griniel,  tiie  merchant  who  procured  the  Ame- 
rican vessel  for  tlie  General,  tells  me  tliat  McSheehy  was  off 
last  night  by  half  (utst  nine,  so  tiiat  business  so  far  goes  on  well* 

JSlarcnnber  9,  This  day  a  voung  man  was  brought  to  bead- 
quarters,  who  had  been  taken  on  boai-d  an  American,  bound 
fnnn  Limerick  to  Portugal.  Ilis  name  is  Barry  St  Leger ;  he 
is  an  Irishman  by  birth,  but  has  been  bred  at  Charltston*  S« 
C  where  his  father  is  a  man  of  ])i-operty.  He  left  Limerick 
tlie  14th  October,  and  the  account  he  gives  is  perfectly  satisfac- 
tory ;  a  great  part  of  it  I  know  myself  to  be  true.  He  says  that 
eveiT  bmly  in  Ireland  experts  tiie  French ;  that  tlie  gentry  are 
making  pi'cpai'ations  to  receive  tliem ;  tliat  every  magistrate  is 
niisinp;  twenty  men.  who  are  to  preserve  the  peace  in  place  of 
tlic  militia,  should  these  last  be  ordered  to  tlie  coast;  but  he 
ailds  also,  what  I  verv'  well  believe,  tliat  it  is  universally  sup- 
posed that  the  militia  would  join  the  French  immediatdy,  and 
tliat  a  great  majority  of  them  are  even  sworn  to  do  bo;  that 
every  day  pei-sons  are  arrested,  and  tlmt  just  before  his  depar- 
tiircy  he  heard  tliat  J.  Bagwell,  M.  P.  for  the  county  Hiqiie- 
i*ary«  had  been  taken  up,  and  a  Lord  Dosforth,  as  he  pronoun- 
ced it,  in  the  county  Armagh.  For  this  last  circumstance^  he  must 
be  mistaken.  There  is  Lord  Gosford,  Governor  of  that  county ; 
but  he,  I  am  sure,  is  fS&r  from  being  an  enemy  to  the  Govern- 
ment I  rather  suppose  he  is  head  of  the  Peep-o'-Day  Boya,  aad 
in  tliat  case,  so  much  the  worse  for  him  if  we  arrive.  The  re- 
sult of  this  young  man*s  account  isy  that  Ireland  is  in  a  state  of 
the  highest  fermentation,  and  that  nothing  hut  oar  preaenoe  is 
wanting  to  settle  the  affair  at  a  blow.  He  spoke  very  mtioiial- 
ly,  and,  in  consequence,  I  begged  of  the  General  to  haTe  him 
released  from  prison,  so  that  he  has  now  the  libcrtj  of  the 
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town.  There  is  another  remarkable  circumstance  Tlie  officoi*s 
of  the  myj  are  continually  talking  of  the  fleets  tiiat  England 
has  in  tlie  channel,  and  tliat  lying  Scotch  i*ascal,  whom  we  ex- 
amined the  other  day,  said  that  he  saw  three^  (two  with  his  eyes, 
and  the  third  I  suppose  by  tlic  second  sight)  Now,  St  Leger, 
in  coming  from  Limerick  to  Brest,  has  necessarily  made  the 
entire  tour  of  the  South  of  Ireland,  tlic  very  station  whei-e  the 
Englisli  fleet  must  necessarily  be,  and  he  saw  notliing.  The 
priTatcer  tliat  took  him,  on  tiie  £2d  October,  sounded  the  night 
before  under  Cajie  Clear,  and  he  saw  notliing.  The  two  Eng- 
lish sailora  whom  we  examined  with  the  Scotchman,  and  who 
came  at  tlie  same  time,  and  ncai*Iy  in  the  same  track,  saw  no- 
thing* and  almost  every  day,  prizes  arrive  and  enter  Brest, 
without  meeting  a  single  vesseL  Now,  if  the  English  be  in 
lorre  in  tlie  channel,  how  can  all  tliis  possibly  liap{)cii?  And  if 
they  be  not,  what  precious  time  are  we  losing  here,  and  my 
poor  friends  in  peril  of  their  lives.  Well,  well!  I  am  half  mad 
with  vexation,  at  iliese  etenial  delays. 

Mrcember  10.  Saw  the  Legion  Noire  reviewed  ;  about  1,800 
nen.  They  are  the  banditti  intended  for  England,  and  sad 
bbckguards  tliey  are.  They  put  me  strongly  in  mhid  of  the 
Green-boys  of  Dublin. 

Mncembtr  11.  Blank. 

Mbvember  12.  Examineil,  at  Mr.  Sheets  apartment,  an 
American  captain,  who  is  only  five  or  six  days  from  London. 
He  gives  us  no  gn^at  encouragement  His  account  is,  that  Sir 
J.  Jervis  is  ofl'Ushant,  as  he  heard,  witli  eleven  or  twelve  sail 
of  the  line^  and  he,  himself,  coming  down  channel,  fell  in  witli 
Ifciw  dillerent  little squadnms,  two  of  four  shijis  and  one  ofthi'ee, 
iridch  were  standing  to  tlie  wcstwanl  under  eitsy  sail,  and  were 
going,  as  he  suppased,  to  join  Admiral  Jervis.  If  that  be  so, 
lll^  will  keep  us  licit;  sis  long  as  they  please*  for,  when  united, 
lll^  wiU  make  twenty-two  sail  of  the  line,  and  our  expedition 
is  bat  twelve.  In  tliat  case,  our  only  chance  is  to  wait  for  the 
Int  hard  gale  of  wind  which  may  blow  tliein  ofl"  tlie  coast,  and 
Abb  UMke  a  run  for  it 

JVkwmkr  IS.  Went,  by  order  of  the  General,  among  the 
filBOims  of  war  at  Pontanezen,  neai*  Brest  and  offered  tlieir 
Mbwtjf  to  as  many  as  ^^ei-e  willing  to  sene  aboard  the  French 
Sixty  accepted  the  offer,  of  whom  fifty  wero  Irish.  I  made 
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them  drink  lieartily  before  tliey  left  the  prison*  and  thcj  were  mus- 
tered and  sent  aboard  tlic  same  evening.  I  never  saw  tlie  national 
character  stronger  msirked  than  in  the  careless  g^aietj  of  those  poor 
fellows.    Half  naked  and  half  star\'ed  as  I  found  them,  the  mo- 
ment that  they  saw  tlie  wine  before  tiiem*  all  their  cares  were 
forgotten:  the  iastant  I  made  tlic  proposal,  they  accepted  it 
witliout  hesitation ;  tlie  Englishmen  balanced,  and  several  of 
them  asked,  in  the  true  style  of  their  country,  <<  What  would  I 
give  them?'*    It  is  but  justice  to  otlicrs  of  them  to  observe,  that 
they  s;iid  noUiing  should  ever  tempt  them  to  fight  against  their 
king  and  country.    I  told  them  they  were  perfectly  at  liberty 
to  make  tlieir  choice^  as  I  put  no  constraint  on  any  man.  In  the 
event,  ofabout  100  English,  ten  men  and  boysoflered  themselves, 
and,  of  about  sixty  Irish,  fifty,  as  I  have  observed;  not  one 
Scotchman,  though  there  were  seveitd  in  the  prison.    When  I 
called  for  tlic  wine,  my  English  recruits  begg^ed  for  something 
to  eat  at  tlic  same  time,  wliicli  I  ordered  for  them.    Poor  Pat 
never  tliought  of  eating,  but  when  his  head  was  a  little  warm 
witli  tlie  wine,  he  was  very  urgent  to  be  permitted  to  go  amongst 
the  Englishmen,  and  flog  tliose  who  refused  to  enter,  which,  of 
course,  I  prevented,  though  with  some  little  difllculty.  ^^Jirrahj 
blood  an!*  minds*  Captain  dear^  won*t  you  let  me  have  one  knodc 
at  the  hlackgnnrds  j^*  I  thought  myself  on  Ormond  qnay  once 
more.    Oh,  if  we  once  arrive  safe  on  the  other  side,  what  sol- 
diers we  will  make  of  our  {Nwr  fellows !    Tliey  all  said  fliey 
hoi)ed  I  was  going  with  tliem,  wherever  it  was.   I  answered, 
that  I  did  not  desire  one  man  to  go  where  I  was  not  rea^  to 
show  the  way,  and  tliey  replied  with  tliree  clieers.    It  is  to  be 
observed,  that  I  never  mentioned  tlie  object  of  the  eacpedition ; 
tlioy  entered  the  service  merely  trom  the  adventurous  sprit  of 
the  tuition  iiml  their  hatred  of  tlie  English,  witliout  anyideathat 
they  hud  a  chance  of  seeing  Ireland  again. 

Mivnnher  14, 15,  16, 17,  18.  I  have  made  no  memonndama 
these  fimr  or  five  days,  for  several  reasons,  oneof  which  was 
that  I  ha<l  nntliiiig  material  to  insert,  and  anotiber,  that  I  have 
Immmi  iiidis]NMed  witii  a  slight  cold  in  my  head,  whidi  has  made 
me  UMire  stupid  than  ordinary.  Yesterday*  as  all  tiw  world  is 
beginning  to  embark  and  arrange  themselves,  I  desired  Cokmel 
Sheo  to  tell  tlie  General  that  my  wish  was  to  serve  wifli  tte 
Grenadiers  on  the  advanced  guard,  unless  he  had  occaskm  ftp 


r 


JOURNAL  OF  NOVEMBER,  1796.  S35 

about  his  person.   Mr.  Shee  replied,  that  the  oflTer  did  credit 
to  my  zeal,  but  he  mast  see  who  commanded  tlie  grenadiers, 
that  I  might  not  find  myself  placed  under  an  inferior  officer.    I 
answered*  that  they  were  commanded  by  my  friend  Gratine,  an 
Adjutant  General :  that,  at  any  rate,  my  wish  was  to  serve  in 
the  post  of  honor,  where  I  could  most  improve  myself,  and  that, 
as  to  the  etiquette  of  rank,  we  could  soon  settle  that,  as  I  was 
willing  to  join  as  a  volunteer.   Mr.  Shee  promised  to  speak  to 
the  General,  which  he  did  last  night   The  General  told  him  his 
intention  was  to  keep  me  in  his  family,  and  that  I  should  em- 
bark in  the  same  vessel  with  himself,  (La  Fratemite,  a  frigate.) 
I  am  very  glad  of  that,  and  I  should  be  very  glad  also  to  serve 
witii  the  g^nadiers,  but  I  cannot  be  in  two  places  at  once, 
^*mihfmt  Twos  a  frtnf."    Col.  Shee  told  me  the  General  was 
very  well  pleased  with  my  offer.   Barry  St.  Leger,  the  young 
fiUow  whom  we  examined  a  few  days  ago,  has  very  spiritedly 
desired  to  come  with  us  as  a  volunteer,  and  I  have,  by  means  of 
Mr.  Shee,  fixed  him  in  the  General's  own  guai-ds :  they  are  a 
Bost  noble  company  of  grenadiers,  commanded  by  Capt  Bloom, 
a  German,  as  are  almost  all  the  privates,  and  have  distinguish- 
ed themselves  singularly  in  La  Vendee.    Bloom  has  promised 
■w  to  take  care  of  St  Leger,  and  I  hope  he  will  do  well.    If  I 
had  Mat  and  Arthur  here  now,  I  could  fix  them  both.    Well,  if 
we  get  safe  to  the  other  side.  I  shall  pei4iaps  be  able  to  do  it 
there.    We  will  see.   To-day  I  took  occasion  to  disburthen  my 
■und  on  the  state  of  our  expedition  to  Col.  Shee.    I  told  him  the 
Spanish  fleet  was,  as  we  knew  officially,  in  Toulon,  wliere,  it 
was  truey  they  might  annoy  tlie  English  commerce  in  the  Me- 
dilBtnuiean,  which  was  the  only  good  they  could  do,  now  tliat 
Conkm  was  restored  to  the  Republic  That,  instead  of  mitching 
in  fliat  idk  manner  at  Toulon,  they  ought  to  be  in  Brest  waters, 
vUA  would  secure  the  success  of  our  expedition  beyond  the 
poeribility  of  a  miscarriage,  and,  by  that  means,  cripple  the 
pofwer  of  England  forever.    That  it  was  true  the  French 

l^^irii  nanes  have  never  co-operated*long,  successfully  ; 
this  did  not  apply  to  our  case,  as  our  operation 

nnple,  and  required  only  a  superiority  in  the  channel  for 

weeky  which  would  settle  the  aiTair  as  well  as  a  century ; 
divided  as  our  naval  force  was  now,  and  watched  as  we 
bj  tiie  English,  it  was  hardly  possible  to  suppose  that  wc 
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should  reach  Ireland  without  falling  in  with  their  fleet,  andthatf 
iftliey  were  Kuperior*  or  even  equal  in  numbers,  I  gave  it  as  my 
o])inion  that  thev  would  infallihly  beat  us.  That  all  this  risque 
might  be  pi*e vented,  and  the  matter  reduced  to  absolute  certain- 
ty by  the  ro-^p(u*ation  of  the  S|>anish  fleet,  and  that,  consequent- 
ly, their  absence  provctl  to  nic  either  that  tlie  French  Govern- 
ment had  little  influence  in  Sjiain,  or  tliat  the  Spanish  Govei-n- 
ment  was  infatuated  to  a  degree  I  could  not  conceive,  and,  at 
tlie  refliTtion  of  which,  I  lo5it  all  tenqx^r.  That  England  would 
never  forgive  tliem  the  insult  of  escorting  Richery  out  of  Cadiz ; 
that  the  consequence  of  this  mcKle  of  making  war,  in  detail* 
would  be  tliat  England  would  beat  us  first,  and  then  send  a  fleet 
into  the  Mediteri'anean,  which  would  beat  them  soundly,  and, 
in  this  manner,  destroy  us  separately.  Final ly,  I  said^  that  as 
I  hope<I  that  in  tlie  woi*st  event,  they  would  not  take  us  all,  such 
as  escapeil  would  push  on  for  Ireland,  ami  make  a  desperate 
plunge  into  the  country.  To  all  this  long  harangue,  which  I 
have  detailed  here  very  immethodically.  Col.  Shee  had  nothing 
comfortable  or  substantial  to  offer  in  reply.  After  heartily 
damning  the  Spaniai*ds,  in  which  I  was  not  behind  him,  ho  said, 
he  had  reason  to  ho})e  we  might  still  get  over.  I  sud  I  hoped  it 
as  much  as  he,  but  hanily  exiiecteil  it  He  then  said,  we  must 
not  suffer  ourselves  to  see  things  in  too  gloomy  a  light.  1  re- 
plied, that  my  manner  of  seeing  things  should  not  influence  my 
conduct,  or  pi*event  my  doing  my  duty  in  tlie  action,  if  we  were 
forced  into  one,  but  that,  at  tlie  same  time,  I  tliought  it  right  to 
give  him  my  opinion  at  full  length  before  our  departure.  The 
conversation  tlien  ended  with  a  second  volley  of  improcations 
from  both  of  us,  on  the  inconceivable  madness  of  the  Spanish 
Government.  If  they  do  not  pay  dear  for  this  system  which 
they  have  adopted,  there  is  not  a  dro]Y  of  water  in  Brest  harix>r. 
Oh,  if  we  had  their  twenty-five  sail  of  the  line,  now  idling  in 
Toulon,  (damn  them  scmpitemally)  with  Richcry's  firarorflve^ 
who  have  got  safe  into  Rochcfort,  and  our  own  twelve,  that 
would  make  forty  sail  of  the  line,  and  tlien,  indeed,  our  basi- 
ness  would  be  a  party  of  pleasure.  But  now,  see  how  it  is ;  the 
English,  from  tlio  best  information  which  we  can  oollecty  are 
watching  us,  with  twenty-fi\'e  sail  of  the  line,  mtiiree  diratons ; 
it  is  hanily  possible  but  we  roust  fall  in  witli  one  of  tfaem,  and 
they  will  delay  us,  in  spite  of  us^  mitil  the  others  come  np^  aiii 
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then  fhey  will  flog  us  completely,  and  give  flie  finishing  blow  to 
Ae  French  marine ;  and,  as  for  the  Spaniards,  afterwards,  they 
will  give  them  no  trouble.  How  terrible  to  think  of  all  this ;  and, 
at  the  same  time,  liow  simply  and  easily  it  miglit  be  prevented, 
and  our  common  adversary  humbled  foi'ever.  WeU,  what  I  can- 
not remedy,  it  does  not  signify  my  grieving  at;  but,  if  I  were 
King  of  Spain  for  six  weeks,  I  ttiink  I  would  settle  this  affair. 
Damn  them !  I  think  I  could  spend  this  whole  night  in  cursing 
fhenu  One  good  tiling,  however,  has  happened  within  these  five 
days:  Villarct  Joyeuse,  the  Admiral,  is  cashiered,  and  we  have 
got  another  in  his  place*  Joyeuse  was  giving,  underhand,  all 
possible  impediment  to  our  expedition.  He  made  tlie  Directory 
bdieve  we  were  at  a  stand  for  want  of  seamen,  and,  since  his 
departure,  we  have  found  out  that  tliere  is  more  than  enough ; 
and,  as  the  chiefs  always  give  the  ton,  we  find  already  a  better 
qiirit  rising  in  the  mai'ine.  But,  what  can  wc  do  witli  twelve 
diips? 

Mrcember  19,  20,  21,  22.  I  have  been  hanl  at  work  these 
tiiree  or  four  days,  recniiting  and  writing.  I  have  picked  up 
about  twenty  very  stout  hands,  which  makes  eighty  in  all,  and 
cost  me  five  louis,  which  the  Republic  owes  me.  I  liave  finish- 
ed my  address  to  the  Irish  people,  one  to  tlie  militia,  and  one 
to  tlie  Irish  seamen.  Tliey  are  all  in  tlie  printer's  hands,  and, 
to  speak  honestly,  not  one  of  them  is  any  great  things.  I  think 

I  have  lost  tiie  little  facility  in  writing  that  I  once  had.  The 
fact  is,  my  mind  is  so  anxious  about  our  business,  tliat  I  cannot 
write.  I  do  not  sleep  at  nights.  The  General  has  been  ill,  with 
m  severe  pain  in  his  bowels,  these  ttiree  days ;  we  were  afraid  at 
inl  he  was  poisoned,  but  it  proved  to  be  a  false  alarm ;  he 
was  at  the  Comedie  last  night. 

Mtfvember  23.  I  cannot  imagine  what  delays  us  now,  unless 
it  be  waiting  for  Richcry,  who  is  said  to  be  coming  up  from 
Bodiefort  Though  I  have  tlic  strongest  apprehensions  we  shall 
be  intercepted  by  tlie  Englisli,  still  I  wish  we  were  at  sea.  There 

II  BoHiing  so  terrible  to  ine  as  suspense ;  and  besides,  the  lives 
ef  my  poor  friends  in  Ireland  are  in  extreme  peril.    God  send 

■lay  be  in  time  to  save  them,  but  I  much  fear  it  Well,  let 
not  think  of  that  If  wc  fall  in  with  the  English,  wc  must 
i|^  tliem  at  dose  quarters,  and  crowd  our  tops,  poops,  and 
VHrter  deck  with  musketry.  It  is  our  only  chance,  but  against 
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8upei*ior  numbers  that  will  not  do.  Those  infernal  Spaniards! 
They  will  pay  dear  for  their  folly ;  but  what  satisfaction  is  that 
to  us  ?  I  was  thinking  last  night  of  my  poor  little  family  till  I 
was  as  melancholy  as  a  cat.  God  knows  whether  we  shall  ever 
meet  again.  If  I  reach  Ireland  in  safety,  and  any  thing  be- 
falls me  after,  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  but  my  country  will 
take  care  of  them,  and  my  boys  will  find  a  father  in  every  good 
Irishman ;  but  if  I  should  haj^n  to  be  killed  at  sea,  and  die 
expedition  should  not  succeed,  I  dread  to  think  on  what  may 
become  of  them.  It  is  terrible !  I  i*ely  on  the  goodness  of  Pro- 
vidence, which  has  often  interposed  to  save  us,  on  the  courage 
and  prudence  of  my  wife,  and  on  the  friendship  of  my  brother 
to  protect  them.  My  darling  babies!  I  doat  on  them.  I  feel  the 
tears  gush  into  my  eyes  whenever  I  think  on  them.  I  repeat  to 
myself  a  thousand  times  the  last  words  I  heard  from  their  inno- 
cent little  mouths.  God  Almighty  bless  and  protect  them.  I  must 
leave  this  subject.  I  have  taken  a  little  boy,  whom  I  found  among 
the  prisoners  of  war,  as  my  sen^ant  He  is  so  young  that  he 
will  not  be  of  much  use  to  me ;  but  he  was  an  orphan,  and  half 
naked.  He  was  bom  in  Dorsetshire,  and  his  father  was  an  Irish 
Quartermaster  of  dragoons.  He  is  a  natural  son.  I  have  rigged 
him  out  handsomely ;  and  if  he  brushes  my  coat  and  takes  care 
of  my  portmanteau,  with  the  baggage,  it  is  all  I  require.  His 
name  is  William  Wliite. 

Mrcember  24,  25.  Colonel  Shce  tells  me  to-day  that  he  has 
it  from  Bruix,  one  of  our  Admirals,  that  we  shall  sail  in  six 
days.  Would  to  God  it  were  to-night  There  is  a  fine  steady 
breeze,  blowing  right  out  of  the  harbor.  In  six  days  it  will  be 
the  first  December.  The  first  of  January  I  left  Sandy  Hook. 
The  first  of  Februaiy  I  arrived  at  Havi*e,  and,  if  we  arrive 
safe  at  our  destination,  it  is  possible  that  on  tlie  first  January 
next  I  may  be  once  more  in  Dublin,  ^uanqtumif  oh  I  General 
Clarke  set  off  nine  days  ago,  ata  minute*s  waiTiing,  for  Yienna^ 
by  way  of  Italy.  That  looks  like  peace  with  the  Emperor ; 
but,  thank  God,  I  see  no  signs  as  yet  of  peace  with  England ; 
on  the  contrary,  Lord  Malmesbury  and  my  old  lover,  Charles 
De  la  Croix,  are  keeping  up  a  very  snappish  correspondence, 
which  the  Directory  publislies  regularly.  I  have  been  hard  at 
work  half  this  day  translating  orders  and  instructions  for  a 
Colonel  Tate,  an  American  officer,  who  offered  his  services, 
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and  to  ^hom  flie  General  has  given  the  rank  of  Chef  dc  Bri- 
gade, and  1,050  men  of  the  Legion  Noire,  in  onlcr  to  go  on  a 
bucaniering  party  into  England.    Excepting  some  little  en^ors 
in  the  locality,  which,  after  all,  may  seem  errors  to  me  from 
my  o^ivn  ignorance*   the  instructions  are  incomparably  well 
drawn ;  tliey  are  done,  or  at  least  corrected,  by  tlie  General 
himself^  and  if  Tate  be  a  dashing  fellow,  with  military  talents, 
he  may  play  the  devil  in  England,  before  he  is  caught    His 
object  is  Liverpool,  and  I  have  some  reason  to  think  that  the 
tcheme  has  resulted  from  a  conversation  which  I  had  a  few  days 
ance  witli'  Colonel  Shee,  wiierein  I  told  him  that  if  we  were 
once  settled  in  Ireland,  I  thought  wo  might  make  a  piratical 
visit  in  that  quarter,  and,  in  fact,  I  wish  it  was  we  tliat  should 
have  the  credit  and  profit  of  it    I  should  like,  for  example,  to 
pay  a  visit  to  Liverpool  myself,  with  some  of  the  gentlemen 
from  Ormond  quay,  though  I  must  say  the  citizens  of  the  Le- 
gion Noire  are  very  little  behind  my  countiymen,  either  in  ap- 
pearance or  morality,  which  last  has  been  prodigiously  culti- 
vated by  three  or  four  campaigns  in  Bretagne  and  La  Vendee. 
A  tfiousand  of  these  desjiemdoes,  in  tlieir  black  jackets  will 
edify  John  Bull  exceedingly,  if  they  get  safe  into  Lancashire. 
Every  day  I  walk  for  an  hour  alone  on  tlie  ramparts,  and  look 
down  on  the  fleet  which  rides  below.   Thcro  aro  about  fifty  sail 
of  ships  of  war,  of  all  sizes,  of  which,  perhajK)  twenty  are  of 
tiie  line.    It  is  a  most  magnificent  coup  d'oBil,  but  my  satisfac- 
tion is  always  damped  by  two  reflections:  first,  tiiat  my  wife 
and  our  dai*ling  little  babies,  one  of  whom  I  have  never  seen, 
and  perhaps  may  never  see,  are  most  probably  at  this  moment 
•B  the  ocean,  exposed  to  all  the  perils  of  a  winter  passage.  Tlie 
imeinbrance  of  tiie  vessel  which  was  wrecked  last  February, 
at  Havre,  I  may  say  beforo  my  eyes,  and  of  the  unfortunate 
Fkfnch  woman,  who  was  dro^ivTied,  with  her  two  infants,  shoots 
aerasB  mj  mind  a  thousand  times  a  day.   And  I  lie  awake,  re- 
gdarlj,  half  the  niglit,  listening  to  the  wind,  every  puff  of 
tAidi  makes  me  shudder.    Oh,  my  babies !  my  babies !    God 
AlMJgKty  will,  I  hope,  preser>'e  you  and  your  mother,  whatever 
keooBMa  of  me.  I  doat  upon  you,  you  little  things.  Well,  I  am 
it  ^pork  far  70U  here,  and  I  am  going  to  flght  for  you,  and,  if 
aB  goes  weU,  there  will  not  be  on  earth  so  happy  a  being  as  I 
Aril  be^  when  I  have  you  all  once  more  in  my  arms.  My  other 
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reflectkniy  which  also  torments  moy  is  the  uncertaintjr  ct  our 
arrival  in  Ireland,  on  account  of  the  English  fleet  Sometimei 
I  wish  for  a  storm  of  five  or  six  days,  to  blow  them  off  Brest; 
but  tiien  I  think  of  my  poor  little  family,  and  check  myself 
directly.  At  other  times,  I  wish  to  wait  for  those  damned  infer- 
nal blockheads,  the  Spaniards;  if  we  could  get  tliem  up  from 
Toulon;  but  tiien  I  think  of  my  friends  yivho  are  now  in  prison, 
and  whose  lives  may  be  sacrificed  by  our  delay.  Altogether,  I 
scarcely  know  what  to  wish,  and  my  mind  is  ten  times  more 
troubled  and  tempestuous  than  the  ocean  on  which  I  am  gazing. 
Fortunately,  the  measure  does  not  depend  upon  me.  I  wait  my 
orders  like  every  one  else,  and,  of  course,  I  have  no  re- 
sponsibility,  but  for  my  oim  personal  conduct ;  and  I  hope  I 
shall  acquit  myself  at  least  without  discredit  If  I  could  com- 
mand events,  and  were  sure  that  Russell  and  the  otibers  could 
afford  the  time,  what  I  would  wish  would  be  to  delay  the  exp^ 
dition  until  the  anival  of  the  Spanish  fleet,  which  I  would 
instantly  order  up  from  Toulon ;  that  operation  might  require, 
at  soonest,  six  weeks,  and  our  success  would  then  be  certain. 
But  what  signifies  my  tormenting  myself  about  what  I  cannot 
remedy.  The  Spaniards  won't  come,  and  be  damned  to  them, 
and  we  shall  be  beat  first,  and  they  after,  and  tlie  liberty  of 
Ireland,  the  lives  of  my  best  friends,  and  all  my  own  expecta- 
tions, will  be  all  sacrificed!  Well,  I  do  not  cai*o!  My  mind  is 
getting  hardened  now,  just  as  it  was  in  Ireland,  when  I  expect- 
ed every  day  to  be  seized  and  hanged. 

JXbvember  26.  To-day,  by  the  Genei*ars  onlers,  I  have  made 
a  fair  copy  of  Col.  Tate^s  instructions,  witli  some  alterations, 
from  tlie  rough  draft  of  yesterday,  particularly  with  regard  to 
his  first  destination,  which  is  now  fixed  to  be  Bristol.  If  he  ar- 
rives safe,  it  will  be  very  possible  to  carry  it  by  a  coup  de  motn, 
in  which  case  lie  is  to  bum  it  to  the  ground.  I  cannot  but  ob- 
ser\'c  here,  that  I  transcribed  with  the  greatest  sang  froid,  tlie 
orders  to  reduce  to  aslies  the  third  city  of  the  British  dominions, 
in  which  there  is,  perhaps,  projierty  to  tlie  amount  of  jB5,000,000. 
But  such  a  tiling  is  war!  The  British  burned  witliout  mercy  in 
America;  tliey  endeavored  to  stance  25,000,000  of  souls  in 
France,  and,  above  all,  tliey  are  keeping,  at  this  moment,  my 
country  in  slavery,  my  friends  in  prison,  myself  in  exile.  It  is 
these  considerations  which  steel  me  agaiiLst  horrors  which  I 
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jboald  otherwise  shudder  to  think  o&  Yet  I  cannot  but  remark 
what  misery  the  execution  of  the  orders  which  I  have  transcrib- 
ed, and  assisted  in  framing,  may  produce,  and  how  quietly  Col. 
Shee  and  myself  sate  by  the  fire  discussing  how  we  might  do  the 
greatest  possible  mischief  to  the  unfortunate  wretches  on  whom 
our  plans  are  intended  to  operate.  Well,  Uiey  may  thank  tliem- 
sclves ;  they  arc  accomplices  with  their  execrable  Crovernment, 
which  has  shown  us  the  way  in  all  those  direful  extremities,  and 
there  is  not  a  man  of  tiiem  but  would  willingly  exterminate  both 
the  French  and  Irish.  Yet  once  again!  The  conflagration  of 
Mich  a  city  as  Bristol!  It  is  no  slight  affair;  thousands  and 
thousands  of  families,  if  the  attempt  succeeds,  will  be  reduced  to 
bq^gary.  I  cannot  help  it!  If  it  must  be,  it  must,  and  I  will  ne- 
ver blame  the  French  for  any  degree  of  misery  which  they  may 
inflict  on  tlie  people  of  England.  I  do  not  tliink  my  morality  or 
feeling  is^much  improved  by  my  promotion  to  tlie  rank  of  Adju- 
tant General.  The  truth  is,  I  hate  the  very  name  of  England ; 
I  hated  her  before  my  exile ;  I  hate  her  since,  and  I  will  hate 
her  always. 

Mrcember  27,  28,  29.  I  have  no  memorandums  to  make  that 
are  wortli  a  fartliing ;  always  >iTiting  and  writing.  I  declare  I 
am  tired  of  my  life,  or,  as  tlie  French  say,  je  m^ennuye  de  ma 
penanne.  Yestei*day,  at  dinner,  the  Grcneral  was  mentioning  se- 
veral deputies,  who,  having  been  in  the  army  before  the  Revolu- 
tion, had  profited  of  the  advantages  which  their  situation  in  the 
legislative  body  gave  them,  to  promote  themselves  fr  high 
rankt  and  he  added,  <<  Well,  there  is  Camot,  of  whom  Itiey  say 
80  much,  botli  good  and  cnl.  He  was  a  Captain  of  Engineers 
beforetlie  Revolution,  and  he  is  a  Captain  of  Engineers  yeV*  It 
b  highly  honorable  to  Camot — apropos  of  tlie  General.  There 
b  a  charming  little  aristocrat,  with  whom  he  is  perfectly  well, 
■UMmgh  all  her  relations  are  Chouans.  In  all  the  hurry  of  our  ex- 
ftdUkmf  he  contrived  to  steal  ofi*,  and  spend  two  days  and  nights 
witt  her*  Mr.  Shee  and  I  were  in  a  mortal  fright  at  his  absence, 
tttf  knowing  where  he  was  gone,  and  on  what  business,  we 
Hfpniiaided  some  of  the  Chouans  might  waylay  and  assassi- 
■aftB  him.  When  they  attempted  it  in  the  middle  of  Rennes, 
ttej  might  well  execute  it  in  a  by-road,  and,  if  any  thing  Imp- 
Hoche,  there  is  an  end  of  our  busbiess.  It  was  damned 
in  him,  but  GtMl  forbid  I  shoul  i  be  tlie  man  to  accusa 
ToK.  ILp— 31 


£4*  JOl'HNAL  OF  NOVEMBER,   1796. 

Iiiiii.  fur  I  liavr  been  bulTi-ttetl  iii,VKcir  so  uflcn  by  the  foul  fiotiU. 
lliitl  il  would  be  ntlhrr  iiidovitt  in  iiic  to  rciLsurr  him.  (Sings.) 
■•  I'm  viiman  thai  srdvcrt  all  muHkinil."  1  <lo  not  think,  Inme- 
\er.  iliut  Gwd  knows.)  tliat.  iimtoi- thfiirc>soiit  riiriimstancfK.  I 
uiHilil  liuvp  gone  ratU'nviniliiip;  tor  tno  iiH\H  anion|;  llic  Choii- 
iin.'^  Ilot'he  littSiill  the  ri,if;h1  in  the  worltl  (uiiil  why  not  r]  to  do 
ikslie  pleiiscs  with  liis  own  life,  hnl  iiot  to  knork  oiii-  exiieiUtion 
in  the  head.  I  wiih  vpi-y  ungi'A  with  him.  wliidi.  »s  I  never  did 
:i  tiHilisIi  tiling  tnysrlf  in  my  lill-  for  the  sake  of  a  woinnn.  was 
but  I'RLMinable.  It  in  all  nonsense :  for  tliey  do  what  they  pleasi' 
with  U.4.  and  it  la  in  \ain  talkiiif^  about  it ;  liowcver.  f  Iioik^  lie 
iiiav  stop  here  whilst  he  is  well — 1  leani  to-ilay  that  the  Ettit 
Msgor.  m>si'lf  incliideil.  iloes  not  embark  in  the  same  frigate 
with  the  (ienend,  and  I  am  sorry  for  if.  fur  diverse  esrellcnt 
intsonH.  I  !4honld  be  \cf\  glad  to  have  ginie  u  ith  him.  but  if  1 
I'unnof.  I  must  submit  though  it  vexes  me  ronfcuindedly :  howe- 
ver. I  Millsaj  nolliingnfit.  bnt  keep  my  niinil  toinysrtf.  tliougli 
I  tliink  the  Ueneral  onght  ti>  have  taken  me  with  hini.  Iilonot 
know  now  on  w  hnt  vessel  I  am  to  embark,  anil  I  am  plaguy  an- 
grj-.  if  any  body  ran-d.  Well,  1  must  take  to  my  old  rrmeily. 
patience;  it  is  not  the  first  mortifKatioii  I  have  met  with  in  the 
business,  aiul  it  certainly  will  ni>t  be  the  last.  How  ifl  KliouLd 
Ih>  taken  by  tin*  English,  toi-  example.  Danm  it  for  me,  but  1 
tan't  help  myself,  so  let  the  malti'r  he.  To-day  the  oflirei-s  of 
the  Elat  Major  gate  a  grand  dinner  to  four  or  five  of  the  Cap- 
taiasoTthe  fleet ;  we  wei-e  alinnt  twenty  at  dinner,  and  very 
pleasant  All  the  (. 'a|)laiiis  seemed  satisfied  that  with  tlie  num- 
ber of  sohlicrs  we  have  i-mbarkeil,  we  shall  he  a  match  for  tiic 
English,  but  w  hat  they  fear  is  to  meet  them  i>ii  their  return,  af- 
ter landing  ns.  ^Voiild  to  (ind  we  were  nme  landeil ;  wliat  dif- 
ference does  it  make  to  the  Fn'iicli :  the}  may  as  »'ell  be  Mocked 
up  in  Cork  as  in  Hirst  harboi- :  ami.  if  we  get  safe,  that  is  tlic 
woTNt  whirli  can  liapiH'n  them.  1  cannot  express  the  anxirty  of 
my  mind  on  this  circumstance,  hut  I  believe  it  will  be  easily 
conct'iM'd  that  nothing  can  exceed  it.  (July  think  of  how  dee]i 
a  stake  I  ha\e  engaged,  when  one  of  the  last  ronsideratioiis  ix 
my  life.  Once  for  all:  I  dislike  mortally  the  ideaofasea-ti^t; 
fbr,  ill  the  first  place.  I  c\|N'ct  we  shall  be  worsted,  and  pcr- 
ha)H  tlic  expedition  frustrated,  and.  in  the  next  place.  I  may  be 
kilkd,  and  then  my  poor  little  babies  will  reap  nu  advantage 
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from  my  death,  whereas  if  it  was  my  lot  to  fall  after  our  land- 
ingt  I  should  have  tlie  consolation  of  being  assui*ed  that  my 
country  would  provide  for  them,  and  I  can  safely  say  that  their 
future  establishment  is  an  object  which  occupies  my  mind  at  this 
impoitant  moment,  much  more  than  any  concern  about  my  i)er- 
sonal  safety:  not  that  I  wish  at  all  to  make  the  idle  rliodonion- 
tadeof  saying  tliat  I  am  indifferent  about  my  life;  very  fai* 
irom  it ;  I  wish  to  live  and  to  be  happy  with  my  deai^otit  love, 
and  my  friends,  and  to  educate  my  darling  babies  ;  but  if  it 
sihould  happen  that  I  should  fall  in  the  contest,  at  least  I  wish 
that  it  should  be  in  my  own  coiintiy.  if  I  have  my  >\isli,  I  may 
«ay,  in  the  words  of  my  poor  friend  Russell, 

**  If  we  meet  «'iih  a  privateer,  or  lofty  roan  of  war, 

"  We  will  not  staj  to  wrangle,  nor  to  chatter,  nor  to  jar.*' 

Poor  fellow !  His  situation  at  tliis  moment  is  one  of  my  principal 
concerns.  I  trust  in  God  we  shall,  after  all,  be  yet  in  time,  in 
spite  of  the  English  fleet,  to  rescue  him  and  the  rest  of  his  fellow- 
fliflerers.  Well,  let  me  change  the  subject  Mr.  Shee  showed  me 
to-day  tlie  proclamation  of  the  General,  which  is  a  great  favor, 
as  the  second  in  command,  General  Grouchy,  has  not  seen  it  yet 
I  need  not  detail  the  contents  hei-e,  as  I  will  take  care  to  have  a 
copy  amongst  my  papers.  It  is  \cry  incorrectly  printed,  wliich 
is  a  pity,  and  I  found  here  and  there  some  expressions  wldch  put 
me  in  mind  of  my  old  friend.  Captain  Poitier. 

Mvember  30.  To-day  Col.  Shee,  whohas  been  alarmed  witli 
some  symptoms  of  the  gout,  to  which  he  is  a  mai*tyr,  resolved 
to  go  on  board  the  Frateriiite,  whilst  he  is  yet  able  to  move 
about  He  is  near  sixty,  and  witli  a  broken  constitution,  as  may 
wcU  be  supposed  after  thii'ty-six  yeai-s  service,  yet  he  is  as  bold 
and  eager  in  tlie  business  as  if  he  were  but  five  and  twenty.  I 
went  aboard  with  liim,  and  dined  with  tlie  Admii*al  Morard  de 
.GalleSy  who  has  succeeded  Villaret  Joyeuse,  and  two  otlier 
AdmiralSf  Bouvet  and  Bruix.  When  I  was  about  to  leave  him, 
I  fiook  him  aside  for  an  instant,  and  told  him,  that  as  we  em- 
barked on  different  vessels,  I  might  perliajis,  not  have  anotlicr 
oocaaion  to  speak  to  him,  and,  therefore^  I  availed  myself  of 
flia  to  obaerve,  that,  as  it  was  likely  we  might  fall  in  with  the 
En^ish,  and,  of  coui*se.  have  an  action,  I  had  toentreatof  him, 
in  caae  any  thing  should  happen  to  me,  and  that  he  got  safe  tr> 
Irdandy  to  exert  himself  in  behalf  of  my  fiimily,  by  making  such 
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a  report  of  my  smircs  as  lie  thought  jtist,  and  as  tliey  iiivi-ttcd. 
He  assured  me,  in  case  rtf  any  accident,  I  might  i-ely  upon 
his  zral  and  biendship.  and  lie  I'^fjuoitcd.  at  tlic  same  time,  tliat 
if  a  similar  eiirumstaiicc  heli-l  him,  I  uuuld  i-endrr  liis  lumily 
tiie  same  service,  which  I  as-sinvd  him.  with  gi-eat  trutli  and 
sinrcrit)'.  1  wouhl  not  tail  to  do,  and  ito  we  paHeil.  I  liave  u 
sincere  regai-il  For  him.  aiiil  the  verj'  best  itpinion  buth  of  his 
zeal  and  tiik-iits.  Well,  now  that  he  is  abuai'd,  thei-e  in  one  step 
gainc<l.  It  seems  we  (tlie  Etat  Major]  embark  ahoiii-d  tlie  In- 
domptable,  an  6U  gun  shiji.  and  the  linest  vessel  in  Uic  Hquadronf 
that  U  some  comlurt  however.  A  J'oung  Fi-enchmati,  Adjoint 
to  Cniblier.  an  Adjutant  General,  applied  to  me  to-day  to  be 
my  Adjoint,  for  Cniblier.  who  was  a  great  favorite  willi  the 
General,  has  fallen,  f  apprehend,  into  some  disgrace,  and  does 
not  come  with  ns.  This  young  man's  naimr  in  Dorsan.  but  I  do 
nut  know  htm.  and  he  does  not  speak  English,  so  1  told  him  I 
left  all  that  to  the  Geneiiil.  and  would  six-ak  to  him  about  It, 
which  1  did  accordingly,  mentioning  my  own  opinion,  on  which 
be  li'ft  me  at  liberty  to  do  as  I  pleased  ;  so  I  will  not  take  him. 
At  night.  Kapatelle.  another  young  lad,  told  me  he  was  nomi- 
nated to  he  my  Adjoint,  and  I  like  him  a  great  deal  better  than 
the  other :  so  I  told  him  I  would  take  to-night  to  con^der  of  it, 
and  let  him  know  to-morrow  the  result.  I  like  Rapatelle  well 
enough,  but  he  does  not  speak  Engliidi  neitlicr,  so  I  shall  still 
be  in  a  difticulty.  If  I  had  Matt  here  now.  I  could  fix  him  in  a 
minute.  Captain  and  Adjoint.  'Well,  if  1  gctt<i  Ireland,  I  must 
have  Aid-de-camps  Uiere.  and  then  I  will  see  what  can  be  doite. 
I  am  now  Adjutant  General,  and,  of  course,  I  will  not  be  put 
back,  if  I  am  not  promoted  in  my  owti  country.  Called  in  the 
evening  at  Grimel's.  where  all  the  Generals  generally  go  to 
play  caitis  anti  trictrac.  General  Grouchy,  who  is  second  in 
command,  got  hold  of  me,  and  we  had  a  long  talk  about  Ireland. 
lie  begged  me  to  call  to-morrow  at  the  Printer  of  tlie  Marine, 
and  see  if  1  could  not  find  any  tiling  geographical  i-elating  to 
that  country,  and,  at  all  events,  to  rail  on  liim  to-morrow  at 
eleven,  which  I  promised  to  do.  General  Cheriii,  Chef  de  TEtat 
Mitjitr.  told  me  to-night  that  I  shall  embark  the  day  after  to- 
mon-nw.  So  I  came  up  stairs,  and  packed  up  my  trunk,  and  I  am 
now  at  single  anchor*  and  this  bunncsswillt  at  last,  be  brou^t 
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to  a  decision.  I  have  been  in  France  exactly  ten  months  to-nigiit 
Welly  it  has  not  been  time  misspent.  We  will  see  now  in  a  few 
iays  what  will  come  of  it.    At  all  CTents*  I  have  done  my  best. 
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{Bantry  Bay  Expedition^^on  board,} 

December  U  3.  Received  my  order  to  embark  on  board  tlie 
Indomptabic  of  80  guns.  Capt  Bedout  Packed  up  dii*ectly, 
and  ^Tote  a  long  letter  of  directions  to  my  wife,  in  wliich  I  de- 
tailed ever}'  thing  I  thought  necessar}^  and  advisetl  her,  in  case 
of  any  thing  hap{)ening  me,  to  return  to  America,  and  settle 
in  Georgia  or  Carolina.  I  enclosed  tliis  under  cover  to  Mad- 
gett»  and,  at  t\('o  o^clock,  airived  on  boanl.  We  have  a  most 
magnificent  vessel.  To-day  i  command  the  troops,  as  the  high- 
est in  rank«  but  to-morrow  I  shall  be  superseded,  I  expect  by 
the  urival  of  the  whole  Etat  Major.  I  hope  in  God  we  are 
about  to  set  out  at  last  I  see,  by  a  proclamation  of  tlie  Lord 
Lieutenant  tliat  the  north  of  Ii-eland  is  in  a  flame ;  if  we  arri\'e 
■afe^  we  shall  not  do  much  to  extinguish  it  Well,  we  shall  see. 

December  3.  4*  As  it  is  now  pretty  certain  that  the  English 
are  in  force  off  Usiiant  to  the  number  of  sixteen  ships  of  the  line 
and  ten  frigates,  it  seems  hardly  possible  tliat  we  can  make  our 
way  to  Ireland  without  falling  in  with  them  ;  and,  as  even  the 
most  successful  action  must  be  attended  with  damages  in  our 
■lasts  and  rigging,  so  that  even  if  victorious,  which  I  do  not 
expect  we  may  yet  be  prevented  from  proceeding  on  the  expe- 
dition, considering  tlie  stormy  season  of  the  year.  I  have  been 
devising  a  scheme,  which,  I  tliink,  in  the  present  state  of  things 
in  Ireland,  can  hardly  fail  of  success.  It  is  this:  That  tliree,  or, 
St  most,  fiHir  sail  of  tlie  fastest  going  ships  should  take  advantage 
of  flie  first  &vorable  moment  as  a  dark  night  and  a  sti*ong  gale 
flran  the  northeast,  and  slip  out  with  as  many  troops  as  they 
can  carry,  including  at  least  a  company  of  tlie  Ai-tilleric  legere, 
and  steering  such  a  course  as,  though  somewhat  longer,  should 
be  moat  out  of  the  way  of  the  English  fleet;  tliat  tliey  should 
proceed  round  the  coast  of  Ireland,  keeping  a  good  ofiing  for 
of  accidents^  and  land  the  men  in  tlie  Noi*th,  as  near  Bel- 
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fad^t  as  possible.    If  we  could  land  2,000  men  in  tliis  manncj-; 
with  as  many  stand  of  arms  as  wc  could  carry  beside,  1  hRve 
no  doubt  but  in  a  week  we  would  have  pixssession  of  the  entire 
North  of  Ireland,  and  we  could  certainly  maintain  ourselves 
there  for  a  considerable  timet  against  all  the  foire  which  could 
be  sent  against  us ;  the  conse<iuence  of  which  would  be,  1st, 
That  tlie  whole  South  would  be  disfuraished  of  troops,  which 
would,  of  coin*se,  he  sent  against  us  :  and  I  also  am  almost  cer- 
tain that  the  British  fleet  would  diiTctly  quit  its  station  off 
Brest,  where  tliey  have  been  now  cniizing  ten  weeks,  accoi*ding 
to  our  accounts,  as  tliinking  tliat  tlie  mis(*hief  was  alivady  done, 
and  that  they  were  watching  the  stable  when  the  steed  was 
stolen  ;  in  which  case,  the  main  enibai*kation  might  immediately 
set  off,  and,  landing  in  tlie  South,  put  the  enemy  between  two 
fires,  and  so  settle  the  business  almost  without  a  blow.     If  this 
scheme  be  adopted,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  tliat  no  mortal 
should  hear  of  it  but  Morard  de  Galles,  Hoche,  and  CoL  Slice, 
The  reason  of  my  wishing  not  to  lose  an  instant,  and,  likewise, 
to  make  the  attempt  with  2,000  men,  contrary  to  the  opinion  I 
have  given  elsewhere  in  these  memorandums,  is,  that  I  have 
seen  articles  within  these  few  days  in  the  Fivnch  papers,  in- 
cluding, among  others,  a  proclamation  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
dated  November  9th,  by  which  I  see  that  tlie  insurrection  is 
ready  every  instant  to  explode  in  tiie  North,  and  that  they  have 
gone  so  far  as  to  break  open  tlie  magazine  in  Belfast,  and  take 
by  foi*ce  ten  barrels  of  powder.    I  dread,  in  consequence,  their 
committing  themselves  before  they  are  projierly  supported.   If 
we  were  there,  with  almost  any  number  of  troops,  provided  we 
had  arms  and  artillery,  I  should  have  no  doubt  of  success.  After 
deliberating  these  two  days,  which  I  have  spent  on  board,  and 
examining  my  scheme  in  all  possible  lights,  I  went  to-day  at 
two  o'clock  on  board  tlie  Fratemite  to  state  it  to  CoL  Shoe, 
who  is  confined  to  his  hammock  with  the  gout,  as  he  expected. 
I  explained  it  to  him  at  length,  and  he  seemed  to  relish  it  a  good 
deal,  and,  as  tlie  General  dines  to-day  on  board  with  the  Ad- 
miral, he  promised  he  would  mention  it  to  him,  and  hare  bis 
opinion.  I  should  have  obsen^ed,  that  I  begged,  in  case  it  was 
adopted,  to  be  permitted  to  go  with  the  first  embarkation.   We 
then  fixed  to  meet  to-morrow,  when  he  will  let  me  know  Ae  re- 
sult, and  so  we  parted.   He  is  a  noble  old  fellow,  at  this  timeof 


JOURNAL  OF  DECEMBER,  1796.  g47 

life,  and  with  that  terrible  malady,  the  gmit,  to  expose  himself 
with  so  much  spirit  as  he  manirests  on  this  occasion.  Apropos 
of  spint,  my  captain,  citizen  Bedont  has  fought  like  a  lion  in 
tills  war  ;  he  commanded  the  Tigrc,  which  was  taken  by  the 
English  on  the  27th  June,  1795.  and  was  wounded  in  four  pla- 
ces before  he  struck  to  thi*ee  thi'ee-deckers,  which  were  on  him 
at  once«  I  mentioned  to  Col.  Shee  that  if  my  plan  was  adopted, 
I  thought  he  should  be  named  Commodore,  which  is  his  rank, 
especially  as  the  Indomptable  is  a  remarkably  fast  sailing  ship, 
and  he  seems  heartily  bent  on  our  expedition,  which  is  far  from 
being  the  case  with  mast  of  tlie  marine.  I  must  now  wait  till 
to-morrow,  and,  I  hope  in  God,  my  scheme  may  be  adopted, 
as  I  am  sure  it  is  our  best  course  under  tlie  circumstances.  I 
fear  it.  however,  the  more  so,  as,  if  it  succeeds,  it  will  un- 
doubtedly lessen,  in  some  degree^  tlie  eclat  which  wx>uld  attend 
Hoche,  it*  he  wei*e  the  first  to  land,  but  I  hope  he  is  above  such 
weakness  as  to  sacrifice  tlie  success  of  tlie  measure  to  his  own 
reputation.  We  shall  see.  To-day  the  Admiral  has  given  or- 
ders ttiat  after  to-morrow  no  one  will  be  allowed  to  go  on  shore, 
which  is  what  tlie  Fi-eiicli  call  '•  lever  la  planche.*^  The  General 
sleeps  aboard  tliat  nighty  so  every  tiling  now  seems  to  ^givt 
dreadful  note  of  preparation^  I  wisli,  however,  my  scheme 
may  be  adopteti.  I  am  ex'^eedingly  well  off  aboard,  and  Cap- 
tain Bedout  is  remarkably  civil  and  attentive,  he  is  a  Cana- 
dian, and  sjieaks  ^ery  good  EngliHli. 

Dectniber  5,  6,  7,  8.  The  uniformity  of  my  life,  at  anchor  in 
the  road  of  Bluest,  does  not  furnish  much  matter  for  observa- 
tion. I  saw  Mr.  Shee  yestenlay,  who  is  still  in  bed  with  the 
gout.  He  tells  me  that  he  s|K)ke  of  my  plan  to  the  General, 
who  said  at  once  it  was  impossible,  and  tliat  he  durst  not  take 
00  himself  the  resjionsibility  it  would  induce.  His  reasons  are 
good.  First,  if  our  little  squadron  fell  in  with  tlie  enemy,  we 
oust,  to  a  moral  certainty,  be  taken.  Next,  if  we  got  even  clear, 
and  that  the  remainder  of  tlie  squadron  fell  in  with  tlie  enemy 
and  was  beaten,  which  would,  most  probably,  be  the  case,  the 
whole  fiuilt  would  be  laid  on  him,  as  having  weakened  tlie  main 
force  by  the  detachment :  and,  lastly,  that  from  tlie  state  of  our 
preparations,  being  victualled  and  furnished  but  for  a  short  pe- 
riodt  we  must  speedily  sail,  coute  qui  coute,  so  that  the  ailvaii- 
tage  I  proposed  in  drawing  oif  the  English  fleet  would  be  use- 
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M,  an  we  could  not  aflTord  to  wait  tlie  time  neoenujr  te  mdkr 
lat  rimiinstanro  to  opei-atr.    This  last  is  tiie  best  of  his  re»* 
ioiiSf  but  I  remain  firnily  of  opinion  that  mj  scbone  is,  under 
all  tlie  circ  Jinstances,  infinitely  the  best.    If  we  were  able  to  go 
in  foire*  d  la  bonne  lienre,  but  as  we  arc  not*  and  as  I  have  no 
expectation  but  tliat  we  sball  be  well  beaten,  and  the  whole  ex- 
petlition  miscarry,  I  look  uimn  my  pi-o]iosal  as  the  best  means 
to  Have  HO  mucli  out  of  tlie  fire,  and  pei-haps,  with  the  force  I 
speak  of,  we  might  succeed,  even  though  the  main  body  might 
iniflcarr}'.    I  say  perhaps,  tliough  in  fact  I  do  not  doubt  it    As 
to  the  General's  objection  on  tlic  score  of  the  hazard,  undoubt- 
edly there  is  gi*eat  hazard,  but,  in  the  first  place,  I  look  upon 
the  actual  hazard  to  be  much  greater  on  his  plan ;  inasmuch  as 
four  shiiM  have  an  infinitely  better  chance  of  escaping  the  vigi- 
lance of  Admiral  Gardner,  who  is  watching  us  without  with 
eighteen  sail  of  tlie  line,  tlian  fifteen,  of  which  our  squadron 
consists,  (not  including  frigates  on  either  side :)  and  as  to  fight- 
ing, they  will  beat  us  as  surely  with  our  fifteen  sail  as  with 
four,  and  the  consequence  will  be,  of  course,  the  failure  of  our 
ex|NMlition.  In  the  next  place,  as  to  the  hazard,  tiiere  is  no  pos- 
sibility of  executing  so  great  a  measure  as  that  which  we  have 
in  hand,  without  infinite  hazanl :  and,  as  we  are,  undoubtedly, 
the  weaker  at  sea,  we  arc  to  choose  tliat  party  which  oflers  us 
the  least  risque,  and,  in  tliat  respect.  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  su- 
periority of  my  plan.    However,  it  is  decided  otherwise,  and  I 
must  submit  Our  force  is  of  fifteen  sail  of  the  line,  ten  bigatesy 
and  seven  or  eight  traasports ;  that  makes  upwards  of  thirty 
sail,  a  force  which  can  never  escape  the  vigilance  of  the  Englisliy 
unless  there  should  come  a  furious  storm  for  two  w  three  days, 
without  remission,  which  would  blow  them  up  the  channd.  And 
even  so,  by  all  I  can  see  of  our  preparations,  we  are  not  ready 
to  avail  ourselves  iastantly  of  tliat  circumstance,  aothat,  in  al 
probability,  if  a  storm  were  to  come  to  our  relief^  flie  enev 
would  ha^-e  time  to  be  back  again  to  block  us  up.  or,  al  leaf 
to  intercept  us :  besides,  tlie  elements  seem  to  conspire  agaif 
us.    In  the  memory  of  man  there  has  not  been  known,  al  Br 
so  long  a  succession  of  fine  weather  in  tiiis  season ;  and  we) 
had  now  three  weeks  of  favorable  winds,  of  which,  fiir  obi 
reasons,  we  have  not  been  able  to  profit   Of  conrae^  whei 
weatiier  changes,  bt  must  look  for  the  wind  in  Hie  op 


JOURNAL  OF  DECEMBER,  1796.  249 

quarter,  which  in  tlie  prc^-ailing  wind  in  winter,  and  will  block 
OS  up  as  eflTcctually  as  the  English.    I  am  absolutely  weary  of 
my  life.    If  tlic  wind  sets  in  to  the  westward,  and  continues 
there  for  any  time,  as  is  liighly  probable,  the  troops  will  get 
sickly  and  inqiatient,  and  what  is  worse^  our  provisions  of  all 
sorts  ^ill  be  exhausted ;  and  so  we  shall  be  obliged  to  give  up 
the  expedition  from  downright  poverty.    Want  of  money  is  the 
great  stumbling  block  of  the  French  Government   These  are 
sad  croaking  memorandums,  but,  unfortimately,  they  are  all  too 
true. — ^Those  damned  Spaniards  !   Well,  they  will  lose  their 
American  colonies ;  tliat  is  some  revenge,  and  Mr.  Pitt  may 
profit  now  of  my  scheme  for  the  Sandwich  Islands.  I  have  now 
done  with  my  scheme,  which  is,  undoubtedly,  liable  to  tlie  ob- 
jections made  by  the  General,  but  when  we  have  but  a  choice  of 
diflkmlties,  what  is  the  scheme  which  is  without  tliem? — We  had 
a  grand  exercise  to-day  of  great  gims  and  small  arms,  and  botli 
troops  and  seamen  went  tJii'Ough  their  business  with  great  ac- 
tivity.   I  should  like  to  see  the  same  on  board  of  an  English 
man-of-war.    We  did  not  fire,  but  two  other  sliips,  tlie  Nestor, 
and  tiie  Eole,  did ;  it  wsts  a  beautiful  sight — ^1  saw  Mr.  Shee 
for  half  an  hour  this  evening,  tlie  gout  had  got  into  his  left  hand, 
and  he  was  dreadfully  out  of  spirits,  I  tliink  for  tlie  first  time. 
He  tells  me  the  General  tliinks  the  marine  are  trifling  with  him, 
on  purpose  to  gain  time,  until  the  bad  weather  sets  in ;  when, 
if  it  holds  any  time,  as  is  highly  probable,  our  stores  of  all  sorts 
will  be  exhausted,  and  the  business  must  be  given  up  from  pure 
necessity.  This  I  apprehended  myself.  He  also  says  tiiat  BruiXy 
a  rear  admiral,  who  is  charged  with  tiie  execution  of  the  na- 
val department  and  in  whose  zeal  the  General  had  great  con- 
fdence,  has  cooleil  exceedingly  within  these  few  days,  so  much» 
that  to-day,  M'hen  the  General  called  on  him,  and  was  pressing 
Un  on  our  affair,  Bruix,  instead  of  answering  him,  was  dand- 
fing  one  of  his  little  children.    The  excuse  now  is,  that  we  are 
waiting  for  some  charts  or  plans,  which  must  be  washed  in  wa- 
tBT-oohirs,  and  will  tike  two  days ;  a  worthy  subject  for  delay 
in  the  present  stage  of  the  business!    I  begin  more  and  more  to 
think  that  we  shsdl  not  get  out  in  foire.    It  is  true  the  General 
nay  order  us  out  at  his  peril,  but  it  is  a  dreadful  responsibili- 
ty to  take  on  himsi'lf,  for  if  any  accident  hap[)ened  us,  he  would 
hare  the  whole  marine  on  his  back,  and,  by  what  I  see  of  those 
Vol.  11—32 
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gentlemen,  I  tliink  they  would  ratlier  timt  all  should  fail,  than 
their  prophecy  not  be  verifieiK  and,  by- 1 lie-by,  it  is  always  in 
their  power  to  niake  us  misram',  so  i  tliink  it  can  hardly  be 
expected  that  Iloclie  will  gY>  these  lengtlis.  A  man's  own  scheme 
is  always  h»vely  in  his  eyes,  but  1  cannot  help  wishing  that  we 
weiT  out  safe  with  even  four  shii)s,  acconling  to  my  plan,  and 
it  seems  not  impossible  but  we  may  come  to  that  at  length.  Our 
whole  business  now,  not  to  speak  of  the  English,  turns  on  a 
change  of  the  wind.  In  the  mean  time«  the  troops  keep  up  tlieir 
health  and  spirits,  and  are,  at  this  moment,  as  well  as  possible* 
and  ever}'  evening  dancing  on  the  quarter-deck.  Would  to  Ood 
vre  were  all  in  Ireland,  but  wlien  will  tliat  be?  Wc  are  thirteen 
thousand  five  hundreil  strong. 

December  9,  10,  11.  Went  aslmi-e  yesterday  to  take  nqr  leave 
of  Brest.  Four  of  our  frigates  stood  out  of  the  Goulet  that  even- 
ing, so  there  are.  at  least  symptoms  of  movement  This  morn- 
ing went  on  boai-d  the  Fratemite  to  see  Colonel  Shee,  and,  to 
my  infinite  satisfaction,  saw  Richer}'  in  the  offing,  standing  in 
for  the  road,  where  he  anchored  safely  in  an  hour  after.  He 
brings  with  him  five  ships  of  the  line  ami  two  frigates,  of  which 
we  shall  have  tlirec  of  the  line,  and  the  crews  of  the  t^o  others* 
which  are  foul.  It  is  a  reinforcement  of  the  most  infinite  con- 
sequence to  us,  and.  perhaps,  may  enable  us  to  force  our  way. 
out  at  last  I  am  astonisheil  how  Richery,  with  his  squadron, 
has  been  able  to  elude  tlic  vigilance  of  the  English ;  be  must  be 
an  excellent  officer,  and,  I  presume,  weshallha^-eliimyOfcoarBey 
with  us.  The  General  comes  ajboanl  to-day,  and  it  is  not  im- 
possible, if  the  weather  is  favorable,  but  we  may  sail  to-Bight 
God  send !  whatever  may  be  tlie  event  for  I  am  tired  of  this 
suspense. 

December  12.  The  Etat  Major  came  aboard  last  night;  we 
are  seven  in  the  great  cabin,  includinga  lady  in  boy  *8  clothes,  the 
wife  of  a  Commissaire,  one  Ragoneau.  By  what  I  see  we  have 
a  little  army  of  Commiasaries,  who  are  going  to  Ireland  to 
make  their  fortunes.  If  we  arrive  safe,  I  think  I  will  keep  my 
eye  a  little  upon  those  gentlemen.  In  consequence  at  the  arrival 
of  Richery,  our  squadron  will  bo  augmented  with  two  if  Mt 
three  ships,  and  tiie  army  witli  1, 700  men.  which,  with  13,400 
ahvady  on  board,  will  make  15,100— a  force  more  than 
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oient  for  our  purpose,  if.  as  I  am  ahvavs  obliged  to  add,  wc 
have  the  good  fortune  to  ivaiii  our  destination  in  Hafety. 

Ikeenthtr  13,  14.  To-<Iav  tlie  signal  is  made  to  lieave  short 
and  be  ready  tf#  |Kit  to  M*a:  the  re|}ort  is.  Me  shall  make  siiil  at 
4  o*cloek.  I  ain  truly  rejoiriHl  at  it.  ••Idoa^nixc  a  natural 
and  prompt  aiacriiy.^^  Called  on  my  friend  Shee.  who  is  better : 
he  is  able  to-<lav  to  write  a  little.  Ucromniended  niv  wife  and 
Cunily  to  his  friendship  and  piiitection,  in  rase  of  any  thing 
liap]iening  to  me.  He  pmniised  me  lieartiiy  to  exei-t  himself  in 
tlieir  behalf:  and  I  l>a\e  no  doubt  he  will  kei*p  his  word ;  so  I 
have  done  all  that  is  now  in  my  |Kiwer  to  do.  Saw  Rirher}*  tliis 
iBoming,  which  I  am  glad  of.  as  I  like  to  obsi'rve  tlie  ntunte- 
nance  of  men  who  ha\e  distinguishetl  themsehes.  ("Evening, J 
Ilaving  nothing  better  to  enqdoy  me,  I  anmse  myself  scribbling 
these  foolish  memoramlums.  In  tlie  first  }iiace.  I  nmst  ivmark, 
the  infinite  power  of  female  society  over  our  minds,  which  i  see 
every  moment  exemplified,  in  the  effect  which  the  pivscnce  of 
Madame  Ragoneau  has  on  our  mannei-s ;  not  that  she  has  an\ 
claim  to  ivsjiect,  other  than  as  she  is  a  woman,  for  she  is  not 
rer}'  handsome,  she  hiis  no  talents,  and  (between  friends)  slie 
was  originally  a  file  de  joye  at  Pains.  Vet  we  aiv  all  attentive 
and  studious  to  please  her :  and  I  am  glad,  in  short,  she  Ls 
aboard,  as  1  am  satisfied  she  humanizes  us  not  a  little.  General 
Vatrin  {laid  us  a  nsit  this  evening,  w  itli  the  band  of  his  ivgi- 
ment  and  I  wrnt  down  into  tlic  gre^it  cabin,  wlieiv.  all  the  offi- 
cers mess,  and  where  tlie  music  was  playing,  I  was  delighted 
with  the  effect  it  seemed  to  ha\c  on  them.  The  cabin  was  ceiled 
with  tlie  firelocks  intended  for  tlie  e\|iedition,  the  candlesticks 
were  bayonets,  stuck  in  tlie  table,  tlie  officei's  wefe  in  tlieir 
jackets  and  bonnets  de  police ;  some  playing  cards,  othei's  siiig- 
iBg  to  the  music ;  ottiers  conversing,  and  all  in  the  higlicst 
qiirits— once  again  I  was  delighted  with  the  scene.  At  length 
Watrin  and  hLs  band  went  off,  and,  as  it  was  a  beautiful  mocm- 
li^t  ni^t,  tlie  effect  of  the  music  on  the  water,  diminishing  as 
tln^  receded  from  our  vessel,  was  delicious.  IVe  are  still  at 
ucbor — bad!  bad! 

Oeetmber  15.  At  11  oVIock  this  morning  tlie  signal  was 
■ade  to  heave  short,  and  I  believe  we  are  now  going  to  sail  in 
downrif^t  earnest  There  is  a  signal  also  at  tlie  point  for  four 
nil  of  enemies  in  the  offing;  it  is  most  delicious  weather,  and 
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tions  for  his  conduct  in  case  of  separation,  wliich  order  him  to 
cruise  for  five  days  off  Mizen  Head,  and,  at  the  end  of  that  tiine, 
proceed  to  the  mouth  of  the  Shannon,  where  he  is  to  remain 
three  more,  at  the  end  of  which  time^  if  lie  does  not  see  the 
fleet,  or  receive  further  orders  by  a  Mgate,  lie  is  to  make  the 
best  of  his  way  back  to  Brest  But  wc  must  see  in  that  ca^c, 
whetlicr  Bouvet  and  Grouchy  may  not  take  on  tliemsclvos  to 
land  the  troops,  I  am  glad  to  see  that  Chcriu  is  bent  on  that 
plan,  notwithstanding  the  interference  of  his  Aid-dr-camp 
Fairin,  who  put  in  his  woi*d,  I  thought,  impertinently  enough. 

December  19.  This  morning,  at  eigiit,  signal  of  a  fieet  in  the 
offing ;  Branlebas  General ;  rose  directly  and  made  my  toilet,  so 
now  I  am  ready,  cupour  Us  Jinglais,  on  pourlcs  Jittglaises.  I  sec 
about  a  dozen  sail,  but  whether  they  are  friends  or  enemies  God 
knows.  It  is  a  stark  calm,  so  that  we  do  not  move  an  inch  even 
with  our  studding  sails ;  but  hei'e  we  lie  rolling  like  so  many  logs 
on  the  water.  It  is  most  inconceivably  provoking ;  two  frigates 
that  were  ordered  to  reconnoitre,  have  not  advanced  one  hundi'ed 
yards  in  an  hour,  with  all  their  canvass  out ;  it  is  now  nine 
o'clock ;  damn  it  to  hell  for  a  calm,  and  in  the  middle  of  De- 
cember. Well,  it  cannot  last  long.  If  this  fleet  prove  to  be  our 
comrades,  it  will  be  famous  news ;  if  it  be  tiie  English,  let  them 
come^  we  will  do  our  best,  and  I  think  the  Indomptablc  will  not 
be  the  worst  fought  ship  in  the  squadron.  This  calm!  tliis 
calm!  it  is  most  terribly  vexatious.  At  half-past  ten  we  floated 
near  enough  to  recognize  the  signals,  and,  to  my  infinite  satis- 
faction, the  strange  fleet  proves  to  be  our  comrades,  so  now  nons 
en  sommes  quittes  pour  la  peur^  as  the  (Vench  say  ;  counted  six- 
teen sail,  including  the  Admiral's  frigate,  so  the  General  is 
safe.  The  wind,  which  favored  us  thus  fai-,  Ls  chopped  about^ 
and  is  now  right  in  our  teeth ;  that  is  provoking  enough. 
If  wc  had  a  fair  wind  we  should  be  in  Bantr^*  Bay  to-mor- 
row morning.  At  half-past  one,  hailed  by  a  lugger,  vvhich  in- 
formed us  of  tlie  loss  of  tlie  Seduisant,  a  seventy-four  of  our 
squadron,  the  fii*st  night  of  our  departui*e,  with  five  hundrv*d 
and  fifty  men  of  the  ninety-fourth  Demi-brigade,  of  whom  she 
saved  thu'ty-tlu'ee.  It  happened  near  tlie  same  spot  where  we 
were  in  such  imminent  danger.  I  was  mistaken  above  in  say« 
ing  that  the  Fraternite  was  with  thQ  squadron  which  joined  us  ; 
it  is  Admiral  Nielly^s  frigate,  and  we  know  notliing  of  the  otiier, 
which  has  thrown  us  all  into  the  greatest  anxiety.   Adm.  Mo- 
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rani  ih  CinilcH.  (Jcnei-iil  Hnciie,  Gpiieni!  DcIk-IIc,  iinil  Culoncl 
Slievt  atv  aboai-il  ttic  Pi-nteniite,  am)  Gml  knows  ^^imtiHbc- 
Ucume  of  tlictii.  The  wiml,  too.  cotitinuoi  nf;!iinbi  ub,  and,  altn- 
itJier,  1  nm  in  trrrililu  \m\  npirit'j.  How  if  (ticsc  damucil  Etig- 
li  itboulU  ratcli  ua  at  last,  Skf\er  having  gone  on  successfully 
»  tar.  Our  foive  ItavinK  Brest  water,  wafl  as  fallows:  In- 
nptable,  »0  giitis:  Ncslor,  Ciis.>tnnl,  Ui-oit^  tic  I'Homme. 
■%  illfV  Eole,  Fougiieiix.  Muruis  Hcdoiib tabic.  Patriots,  I'lu- 
it  CoiifiUtution,  Tri\jaii,  Watignj-,  I'cgazc,  Revolution,  aiul 
e  URTortiinatc  Scfhiisant.  o9'4  guns.  (17  Aail  of  the  line;)  La 
|iCocardc.  Dravourc,  Immoi-tnlite,  Bi'Uone^  Coquillc,  Roniuinc, 
,  Inipntientc,  Sui-vcillante.  Charcnte,  Rrsntuo.  Tartarcv 
tnd  FraU'mite.  fi-igatr-s  of  36  guns.  (1:1  frigates  :)  SrrvolaamI 
PFitldc  amiet  en  flutes,  Muliiic.  Rcnnrtl,  Atalnnte,  Voltigeui'i 
tml  Afflronlcur,  corvettes,  and  Nicoctcnic,  Jiuitinc,  Villc  d'Ori- 
mt.  Suffren,  Experiment,  and  Aleffre,  transport><,  making,  in 
m  «ll,  -13  sail.  Of  tiiese  there  are  niisAing.  t)ii»  day,  at  tlircn 
^K^«rc]oclu  the  Xe.stnr  and  SedtiiHant,  of  74  ;  the  Fraternitt-.  Co- 
^^■cardf.  And  Rnmaine  frigates,  the  Mutinc  and  Voltigcur.  cor- 
^^kcttefi.  and  tlirec  other  tran*i[)<>rt>i, 

^^B    Jkctmher  io.  Last  night,  in  nio«lerate  weather,  w-c  contrived 

^BtD  wpfiratc  again,  and  tliis  morning,  at  eiglit  o'clock,  wo  are 

^^bot  flflren  sail  in  compny,  with  a  foiil  wind,  and  hazy,    I  luu 

^^  in  horrible  ill  hnmnr,  and  it  is  no  wonder.    We  shall  lie  beating 

■boot  hcr^  within  Uiirty  lengnes of  Coik! Clear,  until  tlie  Eng- 

Bflh  come  nnd  catcii  hs.  which  will  be  ti-uly  agi-eeable-.    Lei  mo 

MM  tliink  ;  1  iirausc  myHt-lf  at  night,  when  the  itM  ar«  at  canla, 

««lklng  alone  in  the  gullery,  nntl  singing  Uie  airs  tliat  my  poor 

I        love  wted  to  be  fond  of: 

^^K  "  Tiv!  *iniler<nE  tn,  Hint  nM  Tor  jr>n  lut  Jirttl 

^^H  ThrwMnv'dpannei-or  liixtiiy  oT  (rfl, 

^^^f  On  ill!  colli  ilrck.  fir  from  tttr  srirn  rfino»'il, 

^H  SlHI  h<i>B)  ll>e<11ll;  ihil  hii  Siiun  Tn.'<l." 

t  r«l  now  the  tnitli  of  tlieac  beantifnl  Unrs,  Well,  hang  sor- 
l«w!  At  rrn,  several  sail  in  sight  to  wtnd«  nrd  ;  I  suppose  tliey 
■tr  our  stray  sheep.  It  i«  srandalouN  ti)  pnH  company  twice 
il  fonr  rtaj-9  in  such  ino<lemtJ^  weather,  as  we  liave  hail,  but  wen 
■Ikirs  I  sec  are  not  our /or(.  Captain  Hedoiit  is  aseaman.  which 
I  fiuiry  U  more  than  can  be  said  for  nine-tenths  of  his  confreres. 
fc  Drtnnbtr  ai.  Last  night,  just  at  snnsct.  signal  for  seven  sail 
\ht  the  offing  :  all  In  high  «piril-t.  in  hopes  that  it  Is  nur  com- 
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will  iticritalily  run  foul  of  each  other,  iiiilcs-s  one  of  tiicm  pri'- 
tfn  drivinfi;  «n  short.  Wo  lie  in  Ihin  illsonlcr,  cxpwtiiig  a  visit 
from  the  English  every  hour,  witliout  taking  n  single  step  for 
oar  defence,  even  to  the  common  one.  of  having  a  frigate  in  tJie 
hxrbor'fl  mouth,  to  gitc  us  notice  of  tlicir  ap|)roai:h ;  to  judgo 
b)*  appearances,  we  have  less  to  ili-cail  here,  than  in  Brest  wnter, 
(br  when  wr  were  tliere,  wr  had  four  corvettes  stationifd  oflT  the 
gmdel,  besides  the  signal  posts.  I  confess  this  degi-ee  of  secu- 
rity |»sses  my  comprehension.  The  day  has  passed  witliout  tlio 
a|ificarBrice  of  one  vessel,  friend  or  enemy,  the  wind  ratlicr  more 
mixlcrate,  hut  still  ahead.  To  night,  on  examining  tlie  i-etunis 
whh  Wandrc.  Chef  d'Etat  Major  of  the  Artilkry.  I  find  our 
meami  so  retluired  by  the  absence  of  the  missing,  that  I  think  it 
hardly  poKsihli;  fii  make  an  attempt  here,  with  any  prospect  of 
fflicre«H :  in  consequence,  I  took  Clierin  into  the  Captain'§  room. 
md  told  htm  frankly  my  opinion  of  mir  actual  state,  and  that  I 
thiMtglit  it  our  duty,  since  we  must  look  tipon  ttie  main  ohjrrt  as 
Kow  onattainable.  unlets  the  whole  of  our  friends  returned  to- 
morrow,  and  the  English  gave  us  our  own  time,  which  was  hardly 
to  be  ex|)ected,  to  see  what  could  he  best  done  for  tlie  honor  and 
wtrrcitt  of  the  Republic,  with  the  foire  which  remained  in  otir 
haniU.  and  I  [irojxised  tn  him  to  give  me  the  Legion  des  Francs, 
a  coiD]mny  of  the  Anillerie  legei-e,  and  as  many  officers  as  de- 
sired to  come  volunteers  in  the  expedition,  with  what  arms  and 
storea  remained,  which  are  now  reduced,  hy  mir  sejiaralion. 
to  r<Nir  field  pieces,  2U,U00  firelocks  at  most.  1.001)  lb.  of  ])ow 
4rr,  and  3,cioo,0(io  cartridges,  anil  tr>  land  us  in  Sligo  Bay,  and 
le<  ua  make  the  be.it  of  our  way :  If  we  succecdnl,  the  Republic 
voald  gain  infinitety  in  reputation  and  interest,  and.  tf  we  fail- 
.  the  I'Mts  would  be  trifling,  as  tln>  i-x|x>nse  was  already  incur- 
IfWid  as  for  the  legion,  he  knew  uhiit  kind  of  draperudocsit 
I  oompnsctl  of.  Hn<l  for  what  purimse :  cnnse<piently.  In  the 
.  the  liepublic  would  be  well  rid  of  them;  finally,  1 
Hit  tlinugh  I  iL^iked  tlio  command,  itwasoiithesiipposition 
e  of  the  Generals  w*MiId  ria(|ur  their  reputation  on  such 
a  dnperatr  enterprise,  and  that  if  another  was  found.  I  would 
be  mntntt  to  go  as  a  simple  \'nlunteer.  litis  was  the  outline  of 
By  pro|iosal.  which  I  pressed  on  him  with  such  argumenLs  a" 
Bcourrcd  to  nus  concluding  by  ob!«rrt  ing  tliat,  as  a  foreigner  in 
Dw  Frencli  service,  my  situation  wa^  a  delicate  one,  and  if  I 
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tions  for  liifl  conduct  in  case  of  sepai-ation,  \viiich  order  him  to 
cruise  for  five  days  off  Mizcu  Head,  and,  at  tlic  end  of  tiiat  time, 
]iroceed  to  the  moutii  of  the  Shannon,  whei'c  he  is  to  remain 
three  more,  at  the  end  of  whicli  time,  if  he  does  not  sec  the 
fleet,  or  receive  further  onlers  by  a  frigate,  he  is  to  make  the 
best  of  liis  way  back  to  BiTst  But  we  must  see  in  that  cai>c, 
vhetlier  Bouvet  and  (jrouchy  may  not  take  on  tliemselvus  to 
land  the  trooim,  I  am  glad  to  see  tliat  Cherin  is  bent  on  that 
plan,  notwitlistanding  the  interference  of  his  Aid-de-camp 
Fairin,  who  put  in  his  woi*d,  I  thought,  impei-tinrntly  enough. 

Dectmber  19.  This  morning,  at  eigiit,  signal  of  a  fleet  in  the 
offing ;  Braiilebas  Genenil ;  i-ose  directly  and  made  lay  toilet  so 
now  I  am  ready,  on  jnnir  le$  Anglais^  on  jwurles  •ivglaists.  I  see 
about  a  dozen  sail,  but  wlietlier  they  are  fiiends  or  enemies  God 
knows.  It  is  a  stark  calm,  so  that  we  do  not  move  an  inch  even 
witli  our  studding  saib ;  but  hei'e  we  lie  rolling  like  so  many  logs 
on  tlie  water.  It  is  most  inconceivably  provoking ;  two  frigates 
that  were  onlered  to  reconnoiti'e.  have  not  advanced  one  hundred 
yards  in  an  liour,  w  ith  all  tlieir  canvass  out :  it  is  now  nine 
o'clock ;  damn  it  to  hell  for  a  calm,  and  in  the  middle  of  De- 
cember. ^Vell,  it  cannot  last  long.  If  this  fleet  prove  to  be  our 
(^mrades,  it  will  be  famous  news ;  if  it  be  tiie  Englisli,  let  them 
come,  we  will  do  our  best,  and  I  think  the  Indomptable  will  not 
i>e  the  worst  fought  ship  in  the  squadron.  This  calm!  tiiis 
calm!  it  is  most  tembly  vexatious.  At  half-past  ten  we  floated 
near  enough  to  recognize  the  signals,  and,  to  my  infinite  ntiv- 
faction,  tlic  strange  fleet  proves  to  be  our  comrades,  so  now  mmu 
en  soinmei  qiiittes  paiur  la  peur^  as  tlie  French  say  ;  counted  siz- 
teen  sail,  including  tlie  Admind^s  IVigate,  so  the  General  is 
safe.  The  wind,  which  favored  us  tlius  far,  is  chopped  aboaty 
and  is  now  right  in  our  teeth ;  that  is  provoking  cnoi^. 
If  we  had  a  fair  wind  we  should  be  in  Bantry  Bay  to-mor- 
row morning.  At  half-jmst  one^  hailed  by  a  lugger,  which  in- 
formed us  of  tlie  loss  of  tlie  Seduisant,  a  seventy-four  of  our 
squadron,  the  fii*st  night  of  our  departure,  with  five  hundred 
and  fifty  men  of  tiie  ninety-fourth  Demi-brigade,  of  whom  Att 
saved  thirty-tliree.  It  happened  near  the  same  spot  where  we 
were  in  such  imminent  danger.  I  was  mistaken  abovo  ia  mgr- 
ing  that  flie  Fratemite  was  with  the  squadron  which  joined  M ; 
it  is  Admiral  Nieliys  frigate,  and  we  know  noOing  of  die  oittet»- 
which  hu  thrown  us  all  into  the  greatest  imxiety.  Adm.  Mo-, 
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null  dc  Gkillest  General  Hochc,  General  Dehelle,  and  Colonel 
Sliec,  ai-c  aboard  the  Frateniite,  and  God  knows  \vliat  is  be- 
come of  tlicm.  The  windy  too,  continues  against  us,  and,  alto- 
gether, I  am  ill  ten-iblc  low  spirits.  How  if  these  daninc<l  Eng- 
lish should  catch  us  at  last,  after  having  gone  on  succcssrully 
thus  far.  Our  foi-cc  leaving  Brest  water,  was  as  follows:  In- 
domptable,  80  guns;  Nestor,  Cassard,  Di-oits  dc  rilomme, 
Tour\  ille,  Eole,  Fougueux,  Muciu.%  Redoubtable,  Patriote,  Plu- 
ton.  Constitution,  Trajan.  Watigny,  Pegaze,  Revolution,  and 
the  unfortunate  Seduisant,  of  74  guns,  (17  sail  of  the  line;)  La 
Cocarde,  Bravoure,  Immoi-talitc,  Bellone^  Coquille^  Romaine, 
Sirene,  Impatiente,  Sur>'eillante,  Charente,  Resolue,  Tartare^ 
and  Fratemite,  frigates  of  36  guns,  (13  frigates ;)  Scevolaand 
Fidcle  arm6i  en  flutes,  Mutinc,  Renard,  Atalante,  Yoltigeur, 
and  Affronteur,  conettes,  and  Nicoderoe,  Justine,  Yille  d'Ori^ 
cnt,  Sufiben,  Experiment,  and  Alegre,  transports,  making,  in 
all,  43  sail.  Of  tliesc  thei*e  arc  missing,  this  day,  at  three 
o'clock,  the  Nestor  and  SeduLsant,  of  74  ;  the  Fratemite,  Co- 
carde,  and  Romainc  frigates,  the  Mutinc  and  Voltigcur,  cor- 
vettes, and  tlirec  other  transpoi-ts. 

December  20.  Last  night,  in  moderate  w  eather,  wc  contrived 
to  separate  again,  and  tliis  morning,  at  eight  o'clock,  we  arc 
bat  fifteen  sail  in  company,  witli  a  foul  wind,  and  hazy.  I  am 
in  horrible  ill  humor,  and  it  is  no  wonder.  Wc  shall  lie  beating 
about  hens  witliin  thirty  leagues  of  Cajic  Clear,  until  tlio  Eng- 
lish come  and  catch  us,  which  will  be  ti-uly  agreeable.  Let  mo 
not  tliink  ;  I  amuse  myself  at  night,  wlien  the  rest  are  at  canls, 
walking  alone  in  the  galler>',  and  singing  tlie  airs  that  my  poor 
knre  lued  to  be  fond  of: 

"The  wandering  fur,  tlmt  not  for  yean  hat  preit 
The  widow 'd  partner  of  bis  day  of  rest. 
On  the  cold  deck,  far  from  her  arms  remoT*d, 
Siill  hums  the  dittj  that  his  Susan  to? *d.** 

I  frd  now  the  truth  of  these  l)caiitiful  linos.  Well,  hang  sor- 
!  At  teOf  several  sail  in  sight  to  windwaitl ;  1  suppose  they 
oar  stray  sheep.  It  Is  scandalotis  to  part  company  twice 
in  fiwr  days  in  such  motleratc  weather,  as  we  have  had,  but  sea 
aUkin  I  see  arc  not  our  fort  Captain  Rodotit  is  aseaman,  which 
I  fancy  ia  more  fhan  can  be  said  for  nine-tenths  of  hLs  confreres. 
Deaember  21.  Last  night,  just  at  sunset,  signal  for  seven  sail 
m  flie  ollng ;  all  in  high  spirits,  in  hopes  that  it  is  onr  com- 
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:^c«^  |«Kts  of  field  artillery,  and  nine  i)l  siege,  including 
aad  iwmitxcn ;  61,200  barrels  of  powder,  7,000,000 
cartridges,  and  700,000  flints,  besides  an  infinite  varietj 
u<' articles  belonging  to  thcti-ain,  but  we  have  ncitlicr  sabres 
Mur  pistok  for  the  cavalry  ;  however,  we  have  nearly  three  rc- 
gUnents  of  hussai*s  embarked,  so  that  we  can  dispense  with 
dmn.  Messieurs  of  the  Etat  Major  continue  in  the  horrors ;  1 
find  Siinon  the  stoutest  of  them,  and  Fairin,  Cherin's  Aid-de* 
camp,  tlie  worst;  he  puts  me  in  mind  of  David  in  tlie  Rivals, 
•«  But  I  am  fighting  Bob^  and  damn  it,  I  rcont  be  afraid.**  1  conti- 
nue very  discreetly  to  say  little  or  nothing,  as  my  situation  just 
now  is  rattier  a  delicate  one ;  if  we  weiT  once  ashore,  and  things 
turn  out  to  my  mind,  I  shall  soon  be  out  of  my  trammels,  and, 
perhaps,  in  tliat  respect,  I  may  be  better  ofl^  witli  Grouchy  tlian 
with  Hoche.  If  the  people  act  with  spirit,  as  I  hope  tliey  will, 
it  is  no  matter  who  is  Greneral,  and,  if  they  do  not,  all  the  ta- 
lents of  Hoche  would  not  save  us,  so  it  comes  to  the  same  thing 
at  last  At  half-past  six,  cast  anchor  off  Beer  Island,  being  still 
four  leagues  from  our  landing  place ;  at  work  witti  General 
Cherin,  writing  and  translating  proclamations,  ftc  all  our 
printed  papers,  including  my  two  pamphlets,  being  on  board  ilie 
Fratemite.  which  is  pleasant 

December  23.  Last  night  it  blew  a  heavy  gale  from  the  east- 
wai*d  with  snow,  so  that  the  mountains  are  covered  this  morn- 
ing, which  will  render  our  bivouacs  extremely  amusing.  It  is 
(o  be  obsened,  that  of  tiie  thii*ty-two  points  of  the  compass,  the 
£.  is  precisely  tlie  most  unfavorable  to  us.  In  consequence,  we 
are  this  morning  sepai-atcd  for  the  fourth  time ;  sixteen  saily  in- 
cluding nine  or  ten  of  the  line^  witli  Bouvet  and  Groochyy  are 
at  anchor  with  us,  and  about  tii*enty  are  blown  to  sea ;  lockiljr 
the  gale  set  from  tlie  shore,  so  I  am  in  liopes  no  mischief  will 
ensue.  Tlie  uind  is  still  higli,  and,  as  usual,  right  ahead ;  and  I 
dread  a  visit  from  the  English,  and  altogether  1  am  in  great 
uneasiness.  Oh !  that  we  were  once  ashore,  let  what  mif^t  en- 
sue after;  1  am  sick  to  tlie  very  soul  of  this  suspense.  It  is 
curious  to  see  how  tilings  are  managed  in  this  best  of  all  posai- 
ble  worlds.  We  are  here,  sixteen  sail,  great  and  small,  acatp 
tercd  up  and  down  in  a  noble  bay,  and  so  dispersed  that  there 
are  not  two  together  in  any  spot  save  one«  and  there  tiiej  aie 
now  so  close,  that  if  it  blowv  to  night  as  it  did  last  night,  tbcgr 
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will  inevitably  mn  fiNil  of  each  other,  unless  one  of  them  pre- 
fers driving  on  shore.  We  lie  in  this  disorder,  expecting  a  visit 
from  the  English  every  hour,  without  taking  a  single  step  for 
oar  defence*  even  to  the  common  one  of  having  a  frigate  in  the 
hariior's  mouth,  to  give  us  notice  of  their  approach ;  to  judge 
by  appearances,  we  have  less  to  dread  here,  flian  in  Brest  water, 
for  when  we  were  there,  wc  had  four  con'ettes  stationed  off  the 
gmdetj  besides  the  signal  posts.  I  confess  this  degree  of  secu- 
rity passes  my  comprehension.  The  day  has  passed  without  the 
abearance  of  one  vessel,  friend  or  enemy,  the  wind  rather  more 
moderate,  but  still  ahead.  To  night,  on  examining  the  returns 
wifli  Waudre,  Chef  d*Etat  Major  of  the  Artillery,  1  find  our 
means  so  reduced  by  the  absence  of  the  missing,  that  I  think  it 
hardly  possible  to  make  an  attempt  here,  with  any  prospect  of 
success ;  in  consequence,  I  took  Cherin  into  tlic  Captain*s  room, 
and  told  him  frankly  my  opinion  of  our  actual  state,  and  that  I 
diought  it  our  duty,  since  we  must  look  upon  the  main  object  as 
now  unattainable,  unless  the  whole  of  our  friends  returned  to- 
morrow, and  the  English  gave  us  our  own  time,  which  was  hardly 
to  be  expected,  to  see  what  could  be  best  done  for  the  honor  and 
interest  of  the  Republic,  with  tlie  force  which  remained  in  our 
hands,  and  I  proposed  to  him  to  give  me  tiie  Legion  des  Francs, 
a  company  of  the  Artillerie  legere,  and  as  many  officers  as  de- 
sired to  come  volunteers  in  the  expedition,  with  what  arms  and 
stores  remained,  which  are  now  reduced,  by  our  separation, 
to  four  field  pieces,  £0,000  firelocks  at  most,  1,000  lb.  of  pow- 
der, and  3,000,000  cartridges,  and  to  land  us  in  Sligo  Bay,  and 
let  us  make  tlie  best  of  our  way ;  if  we  succeeded,  flie  Republic 
wmld  gain  infinitely  in  reputation  and  interest,  and,  if  we  fail- 
ed, flie  loss  would  be  trifling,  as  tlie  exiiense  was  already  incur- 
red, and  as  for  the  legion,  he  knew  what  kind  of  desperadoes  it 
composed  of,  and  for  what  purpose ;  consequently,  in  the 
event,  the  Republic  would  be  well  rid  of  them ;  finally,  I 
added  fliot  though  I  asked  the  command,  it  was  on  the  supposition 
that  none  of  the  Generals  would  risque  their  reputation  on  such 
a  desparate  enterprise,  and  that  if  another  was  found,  I  would 
ke  content  to  go  as  a  simple  volunteer.  This  was  the  outline  of 
■J  proposal,  which  I  pressed  on  him  with  such  arguments  as 
ecciu'ied  to  roe,  concluding  by  observing  that,  as  a  foreigner  in 
the  Fnndi  service^  my  situation  was  a  delicate  one,  and  If  I 
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weresiniplj  an  officer,  I  would  obey  in  silenoe  flie  orders  of  mj 
superiors,  but»fh>ni  my  connexions  in  Ireland,  liaving  obtained 
tlie  cmfidence  of  the  Directory,  so  far  as  Id  induce  them  to  ap* 
point  me  to  flie  rank  of  Clief  de  Brigade,  and  of  Qeneral 
HocHe^  wtio  liad  nominated  roe  Adjutant  General,  I  fliougbt  it 
my  duty,  iKytii  to  France  and  Ireland,  to  speak  on  this  occasion, 
and  tiiat  I  only  oflfered  my  plan  as  a  jiu  aUerf  in  case  nothing 
better  suggested  itself.  Cherin  answered  that  I  did  recy  right 
to  giro  my  opinion*  and  that  as  be  expected  a  council  of  war 
would  be  called  to^-morrow,  he  would  bring  me  with  him,  and 
I  should  have  an  iqiportunity  to  press  it  The  discourse  rested 
there,  and  to-morrow  we  shall  see  more,  if  we  are  not  sgreea- 
biy  surprised,  eariy  in  the  morning,  by  a  risit  from  the  English, 
which  is  highly  probable.  I  am  now  so  near  tiie  shore,  that  I 
can  in  a  manner  touch  the  sides  of  Bantry  Bay  with  my  right 
and  left  hand,  yet  God  knows  whether  I  shall  ever  tread  again 
on  Irish  ground*  There  is  one  thing  which  I  am  surprised  at, 
which  is  the  extreme  sang  froid  wifli  which  I  view  the  coast  I 
eiqiected  I  should  have  been  violently  aflbcted,  yet  I  lotik  at  it 
as  if  it  wwe  the  coast  of  Japan;  I  do  not,  however,  love  my 
country  the  less,  fbr  not  having  romantic  ftelings  with  regard 
to  her.  Anoflier  thing,  we  are  now  fliree  days  in  Bantry  Bay; 
if  we  do  not  land  immediately,  the  enemy  wiU  collect  a  superior 
force,  and  perhaps  repay  us  our  victory  of  Quiberon.  In  an 
enterprise  like  ours,  every  thing  depends  upon  the  promptitude 
and  audacity  of  our  first  movements,  and  we  are  here,  I  am  sor- 
ry to  say  it,  most  pitifiilly  languid.  It  is  mortifying,  but  that  is 
too  poor  a  word ;  I  could  tear  my  flesh  with  rage  and  vexation, 
but  that  advances  nolbing,  and  so  I  hold  my  tongue  in  goieral, 
and  devour  my  melanclMdy  as  I  can.  To  come  so  near,  and  tiien 
to  fail,  if  we  are  to  fail!  And  every  one  aboard  seems  now  to 
have  given  up  all  hopes. 

December  24.  This  morning  the  whole  Etat  Major  has  been 
miraculously  converted,  and  it  was  agreed,  in  full  council,  fliat 
General  Cherin,  Cdonel  Waudre,  Chef  d'Etat  Major  ol  the 
Artillery,  and  myself  should  go  aboard  tiie  Immortalite,  and 
press  Genera]  Grouchy  in  tiie  strongest  manner,  to  proceed  on 
the  expedition,  with  tiie  ruins  of  our  scattered  army.  Accord- 
ingly, we  made  a  signal  to  speak  with  tiie  Admiral,  and  in  about 
ta  hour  we  were  aboard.  I  must  do  Grouchy  the  justice  to  say. 
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that  the  moment  we  gave  our  opinion  in  favor  of  proceeding* 
he  took  his  part  decidedly^  and  like  a  man  of  spirit ;  he  instant- 
ly set  about  pi«paring  the  ordre  de  bataiUc^  and  we  finished  it 
without  delay.  We  are  not  more  than  6,500  strong,  but  they 
are  tried  soldiers,  who  have  seen  fire,  and  I  have  the  strongest 
hopes  that,  after  all,  we  shall  bring  our  enterprise  to  a  glorious 
termination.  It  is  a  bold  attempt,  and  truly  original.  All  tlie 
time  we  were  preparing  the  ordre  de  bataillej  we  were  laughing 
most  immoderately  at  the  poverty  of  our  means,  and  I  believe, 
under  the  circumstances,  it  was  tlie  merriest  council  of  war  that 
was  ever  held ;  but  ^  Iks  Chevaliers francais  td  est  le  caracUre.'* 
Grouchy,  the  commander  in  chief,  never  had  so  few  men  under 
his  orders  since  he  was  Acyutant  General ;  Waudre*  who  is 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  finds  himself  now  at  the  head  of  tlie  artil- 
lery, which  is  a  furious  park,  consisting  of  one  piece  of  eight, 
one  ot  four,  and  two  six  inch  howitzers ;  when  he  was  a  Cap- 
tain, he  never  commanded  fewer  than  ten  pieces,  but  now  that 
he  is  in  fact  General  of  the  artillery,  he  prefers  taking  the  field 
with  four.  He  is  a  gallant  fellow,  and  ofTered,  on  my  proposal 
bust  night,  to  i-emain  with  mo  and  command  his  company,  in 
case  General  Grouchy  had  agreed  to  the  proposal  1  made  to 
Cherin.  It  is  altogether  an  enterprise  truly  unique;  we  have 
not  one  (^inea;  we  have  not  a  tent;  we  have  not  a  horse  to 
draw  our  four  pieces  of  artillery ;  the  General  in  chief  marches 
on  foot;  we  leave  all  our  baggage  behind  us ;  we  have  nothing 
hst  the  arms  in  our  hands,  tlie  clothes  on  our  backs,  and  a  g^ood 
ooiirageb  but  that  is  sufficient  Witli  all  these  original  circura- 
stanceiy  such  as  I  believe  never  were  found  united  in  an  expedi- 
tion of  such  magnitude  as  tliat  we  are  about  to  attempt,  we  are 
^  M  8*7  ^  lu*ks.  1  never  saw  the  French  character  better 
cenenqiliiMy  than  in  this  morning's  business.  Well,  at  last  I 
kdieve  we  are  about  to  disembark ;  God  knows  how  I  long  for 
it>  Bat  this  infernal  easterly  wind  continues  without  remorse* 
aad  though  we  have  been  under  weigh  throe  or  four  hours,  and 
Made  I  believe  three  hundred  tacks,  we  do  not  seem  to  my  eyes 
to  hue  guned  one  hundred  yards  in  a  straight  line.  One  hour 
aad  ft  half  of  good  wind  would  carry  us  up,  and  perhaps  we 
Mqr  be  yet  two  days.  Damn  it!  damn  it!  I  learn  from  a  pilot 
yAssm  I  flwnd  aboard  the  Admiral,  that  my  friend  Hutchins 
SnBB  witfain  two  mUes  of  Bantry,  and  is  now  at  home^  so  per- 
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haps  I  mRjr  see  him  to-morrow ;  I  wonder  what  kind  of  a  meet- 
ing we  shall  have  ?  ^'hen  I  saw  him  last,  he  was  a  right  good 
fellow,  but  so  many  clianges  happen  in  twenty  montlis!  At  all 
events,  he  will  be^  I  dare  say,  not  a  little  surprised  to  see  mo 
with  a  blue  coat  on  my  back,  and  a  national  cockade  in  my  hat. 
At  six,  cast  anclior,  having  gained  I  think  not  less  than  fifty 
yards,  to  s])oak  within  bounds.  The  rapidity  of  our  progress 
is  the  moiT  amiizing,  wlien  it  is  considered  that  we  have  been 
not  nuich  more  than  eiglit  houi*s  in'  covering  that  space  of  ground, 
and  besides,  we  have  a  cool  refreshing  breeze  from  the  east, 
which  is  truly  delightful.  Well,  time  and  tide  wait  for  no  man. 
I  may  now  say  witli  tlie  Probationary  odes,  ^^  sometimes  U  blowSf 
sonutimes  itfreezrSf  just  as  it  pleases.**  Well,  lot  it  blow  and 
he  hanged !  I  do  not  wonder  to  night  at  Xerxes  whipping  the 
sea;  for  I  find  myself  pretty  much  in  tlic  mood  to  commit  some 
such  rational  action.  To  return  to  our  expedition ;  the  more  I 
tiiink  of  it  the  more  I  find  it  amusing ;  as  Johnson  says,  **  the 
negative  catalague  of  our  means  is  extretnely  copious**'  In  ad- 
dition to  what  I  have  mentioned  alivaily,  we  have  no  horqea  for 
our  cavalry.  Huzza!  1  apprehend  we  are  to  night  6,000  of  the 
most  careless  fellows  in  Europe,  for  evei^  body  is  in  the  most 
exti-avagant  spirits  on  the  eve  of  an  enterprise,  wluch,  consi* 
dering  our  means,  would  make  many  people  serious.  I  never 
liked  the  French  half  so  well  as  to  night,  and  I  can  scarcely 
persuade  myself  tliat  tlic  loungers  of  the  Boulevards,  and  the 
soldiers  I  see  about  me,  ai'e  of  the  same  hemisphere.  To  judge 
tlic  French  riglitly,  or  at  least  to  see  the  bright  paH  of  iMr 
character,  you  must  see  them  not  in  Paris,  but  in  flie  camp.  It 
is  in  the  armies  that  tlie  Rejiublic  exists.  My  enemy,  the  wind, 
seems  just  now,  ateight  o'clock,  to  relent  a  little,  so  we  may  reach 
Bantry  by  to-mcMTOw.  The  enemy  has  now  had  four  days  to 
recover  from  his  panic^  and  prepare  to  receive  ns ;  so  mncli  the 
wonKs  but  I  do  not  mind  it  We  purpose  to  make  a  race  for 
Cork,  as  if  tlie  devil  were  in  our  bodies,  ami  when  we  are  fiuriy 
there,  we  will  stop  for  a  day  or  two  to  take  breafli,  and  look 
about  us.  From  Bantry  to  Cork  is  about  forty-five  milea,  which, 
with  all  our  efforts,  will  take  us  three  days,  and  I  suppose  we 
may  have  a  brush  by  the  way,  but  I  think  we  are  abk  to  deal 
witii  any  force  that  can,'  at  a  week's  notice,  be  brought  agalMt 
ns.  We  are  not  the  best  dressed  body  of  own  in  Earope.  I 
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think  I  have  aeon  a  Captain  of  the  Guards  in  St  James's  Pari^ 
who  would  bum  for  as  much  as  one  of  our  demi  brigades. 
•«  Thereof  not  a  rag  of  feather  in  our  army,  good  argwnentf  I 
**hape  we  will  notjly.*^  JSpropoSj  of  that  quotation.  It  is  in- 
conceivable how  well  that  most  Inconceivable  of  all  writerst 
Shakespeare,  has  hit  off  the  French  character  in  his  play  of 
Henry  V.  I  have  been  struck  with  it  fifty  times  this  evening ; 
yet  it  is  highly  probable  he  never  saw  a  French  officer  in  his 
life  Well,  I  have  worked  hard  to-ilay,  not  to  speak  of  my  boat- 
ing party  aboard  the  Admiral^  against  wind  and  tide,  and  in  a 
rough  sea*  1  have  written  and  copied  fifteen  letters,  besides 
these  memorandums ;  pretty  well  for  one  day.  I  tliink  I  will 
iitop  here.  I  have  but  one  obsen'ation  to  add ;  tliere  is  not,  I 
will  venture  to  say,  one  grenadier  in  the  Comimgnie  Bloom, 
that  will  not  sleep  to  night  in  his  hammock  more  contentedly 
than  the  Arclibishop  of  Dublin,  in  a  down  bed.  I  pi'esumc  our 
airival  has  put  several  respectable  character  in  no  small  fuss, 
but  time  will  show  more  of  tliat 

Ikcember  25.  These  memorandums  are  a  strange  mixture. 
Sometimes  I  am  in  preposterously  high  spirits,  and  at  other  times 
I  am  as  dejected,  according  to  tlie  posture  of  our  affaii*s.  Last 
night  I  had  the  strongest  expectations  that  to-day  we  should 
debark,  but  at  two  tiiis  morning  I  was  awakened  by  the  wind. 
I  rose  immediately,  and,  wrapping  myself  in  my  gi'eat  coat, 
walked  for  an  hour  in  the  gallery,  devoured  by  the  most  gloomy 
reflections.  The  wind  continues  right  a  head,  so  that  it  is  abso- 
lately  impossible  to  work  up  to  the  landing  place,  and  God  knows 
^riwa  it  will  change.  The  same  wind  is  exactly  favorable  to  bring 
the  English  upon  us,  and  these  cruel  delays  give  the  enemy  time  to 
anemble  his  entire  force  in  this  neighborhood,  and  perhaps  (it  is, 
■■fartnnately,  more  tlian  pertiaps)  by  his  superiority  in  numbers, 
is  cavmlry,  in  artillery,  in  money,  in  provisions,  in  short  in  every 
tikng  we  want,  to  crush  us,  supposing  we  arc  even  able  to  effectuate 
a  bupdiiig  at  last,  at  the  same  time  that  the  fleet  will  be  cauglit 
w  fai  a  trap.  Had  we  been  able  to  land  the  first  day  and  mai-ch 
dinclly  to  Cork,  we  should  have  infallibly  carried  it  by  a  coup 
da  ■■!■  ;  and  then  we  should  ha^-e  a  footing  in  the  countr}*,  but 
9B  It  b-^  we  are  taken,  my  fate  will  not  be  a  mild  one ;  the 
beat  I  eaii  o^ect  is  to  be  sliot  as  an  emigre  rentri^  unless  I  have 
ihtfga&i  fortune  to  be  killed  in  the  action :  fur  most  assuredly  if 
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the  etmay  will  havr  us*  ht  most  i^  tat  as.  P^riiaps  I  may  be 
rrarrvf^lbratrial,  fiv  tliesdke  of  strikiBg  terror  into  others^  in 
mhidi  oi9C»  I  sImU  W  kinged  as  atraitor,  and  enboweUed,  &c. 
As  to  tliir  Mibnwelliaf^  <^>  «*€■  jUc^  if  ercr  &CJ  hang  me,  tbe J 
are  wtkiMt  to  tMhawtl  ic  if  they  yltaagi.  These  are  pleasant 
prKfccto!  N«iyng  an  earth  CMManstainHK  nowybnt  the  con- 
jciaanfim  thai  I  as  engaged  m  a  >5l  and  rigjhteoos  cause. 
Far  HOT  te^r^  1  hatie«  hy  a  Jfisfiiati  cfbrt^  sarmonnted  my 

r. thall da Mt thUk of  Aeai  at  tiiis  mo- 
Th»4^r«  li  1:3  thr  viad  hlavs  a  grif^stiD  from  the  east, 

fMT  it  is  mm^y 
the  English 

AMt  v9l  he  in  thr  harWr^  MMrtk.  and  then  adn  to  every  tiling. 

Cherin  to  sally  out 

disembarking 

winch  is  probably 

on  its  march 

and,  by  forced 

a  paper  which 

and  all  theGene- 

They  all  agreed 

;a^  to  litf^  inhantHprT  ^*iar  pbn^  hat  alhrr  settling  it  we  find  it 
ftntiiw  ^ihli!  to  <^i  laMMiii '  wn  wtti  toir  6tnrrai  and  Admiral,  who 
««ji  Tile  tonnarti&tiKaearNrai^kngiaes  ahead,  and  the  wind  is 
!!«« ^w  ^i[jph  ^aad  diMi»  and  dto  ;>eii :»  nin^  that  no  boat  can  live, 
!!^  4tt  unnntinn  ifiiin  s^  inifm.^*ahlew  and  to-«orrow  morning 
il^  >%j|k  3M«t  y  ihna^^  W  ^m  htnr  c  and  an  this  circumstance 
dhar  «':he  <rmgiHBhbnt  and  the  Uherty  of  Ireland  de- 
I  cinwit  ."^MMMr  Ar  wanit  rtaowi  the  two  commanders 
*  s.'hM  4t^  <4aft  a|»  inpidlte  in  a  driQcaiew  Surely  tliey  should 
W  <Mi  Vwa^i  :kt  tH^  iiai|^  B^  dbiK  b  not  tlie  first  misfortune 
?^«ntol^  ^!^at  dMiL  Mim^jiMiinr  Kai  General  Hoche  remain- 
g4  a^  W^^^i^  M  ^aacd  d»  hwiianf table,  with  bis  Etat  Ma- 
^^k  ^  >%«nM  nut  ^a^«r  Itmn^nfaraned  and  taken  by  the  Englisli, 
.».  W  iMit  pNbaW^  )#:%  lair  .lnaM  we  he  in  the  difficulties  we 
%Hi  iM  »a^^l^^iw  im.  :iiid  whii*li  aanst  probably  to-monx>w  will 
v^^wKn'  ^:iiiitf«n«nnaiMlk  >IUiti^  il  dies  not  signify  complaining. 
Vte  iii*i«4  ^^ptoi  <WNr  >ane^  iat  nmtog  sail  too  late  from  the  bay 
<^'  OwiMtt^^  V^  wito;n  )ni!iitt»%ir  wmr^  obliged  to  pass  the  Raz 
^dh^  ^a^shif.  >aitoA<a(aimit  ^  Iwh <if  ttie  Scduisant  tlie  separa- 
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lion  or  tlio  DceU  the  caiituir  or  the  General,  nm)  above  all,  tlic  lana 
of  time  re.iiilling  Troni  all  Uiis  midwlitrliisnevei-tobeivcovciv 
ed.  Our  HccoRil  error  was  in  ItMiiig  ati  entire  ilny  in  mii'^iiig 
riTtbe  bay,  when  we  might  liaie  entered  and  effecb^l  a.  landing 
with  thlrtj-five  sail,  which  would  have  secured  every  tiling, 
and  DOW  our  third  on-or  m  liaving  our  Coniniander  in  Chief  se- 
parated from  the  Etat  Mnjor,  which  renders  all  rotnmuniration 
utbaij  imjiossihle.  My  jit-nsprcts  at  this  hour  are  as  gloomy  as 
posnble.  f  sec  nothing  beforn  me.  unices  n  miracle  be  wrought 
la  our  favor,  but  the  ruin  of  Uic  expedition,  Uie  slavery  of  my 
country,  and  niy  own  destniction.  Well,  if  I  am  to  fall,  at  lenst 
I  will  »ell  my  life  as  dear  as  individual  rrflistance  can  make  it. 
So  now  I  have  made  up  my  mind.  1  have  a  merrj'  Christmas 
of  it  to-day. 

Btcniher  36.  Last  night,  at  half  oftrr  nix  o'clock,  in  a  hea\'y 
pJe  of  wind  still  from  the  east,  we  wei-c  surjiriscd  by  the  Ad- 
miral*!* frigate  i-unnitig  under  our  ijutu'tci-.  and  hailing  tlie  In- 
domplalilc,  with  onlei'stocut  our  cable  and  put  to  sea  instantly ; 
the  fi'igatt^'  then  pursued  her  course,  len\iiig  us  all  in  the  utmost 
WtoRuhment.  Our  first  idea  was  that  it  might  be  an  Englbdi 
frigate,  lui'king  in  tlie  bottom  of  tlie  bay.  whicli  took  advantage 
(f  the  stonn  and  dtu-kne)is  of  the  night  to  make  her  escape,  and 
Wisbed  to  sepai'ute  our  sfjuHdn>n  by  tliis  sti-Htageiii ;  for  it  seems 
wtlerty  incre^Iible.  tliat  an  .\ilmiral  shouli)  cut  and  run  in  tliis 
without  any  previous  signal  of  any  kind  to  wni-n  tho 
Beet,  and  that  tlie  first  notice  we  should  have  of  his  intention, 
be  his  hailing  us  in  tliix  extraordinary  manner,  with 
•adi  uwjipected  and  peremptory  orders.  Alter  a  short  consul- 
Ulimi  with  his  ofRrers,  (considering  the  sturm.  tiir  darkness  of 
Ibe  night,  tliat  we  have  two  anchors  out.  and  only  one  spore 
MM  in  the  hold,]  Captain  Bedout  resolved  tu  «-ait.  at  all  eventa, 
ttU  to-morrow  morning,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  it  was 
Rally  tlie  Adniii-al  who  hailed  us.  The  morning  is  now  come, 
the  gale  contJnu<%  and  tlie  fog  is  so  (hick  that  we  cannot  see  a 
rfitp*9  tenglh  ahead ;  so  hero  we  lie  in  tlu*  utmiMt  uncertainty  and 
irty.     In  all  probability  we  are  now  lell  witliont  Admiral 

General:  if  so,  Cherin  will  command  the  troojis  and  Bc- 
tke  Beet.  but.  at  all  event*,  tlierc  is  on  end  of  the  exjM'di- 
Ccrtainly  we  ba\e  been  perseruled  by  a  strange  fatality, 
the  vpry  night  of  our  depnrtui-e.  to  this  lioiir.  Wc  have 
Vot.  II .14 
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lost  two  commanders  incliicr;  of  four  admirals  not  one  rt» 
mains;  we  liave  lost  one  ship  of  tlie  line  tliat  we  know  of,  and 
probably  many  otiiei*s  of  which  wc  know  nothing ;  we  have  been 
now  six  days  in  Bantry  Bay.  within  five  hundred  yai-ds  of  the 
shore,  without  being  able  to  effectuate  a  landing ;  wc  have  been 
dispersed  four  times  in  four  days,  and,  at  tliis  moment,  of  forty- 
thn*e  sail,  of  which  tlic  expedition  consisted,  we  can  muster  of 
all  sizes  but  fourteen.  There  only  wants  our  falling  in  witli  the 
English,  to  complete  our  destruction ;  and,  to  judge  of  tlie  futui*e 
by  tlie  ]mst,  there  is  every  probability  that  that  will  not  be  want- 
ing. All  our  hopes  ait;  now  reduced  to  get  back  in  safety  to 
Brest,  and  I  believe  wc  will  set  sail  for  that  port  the  instant 
tlie  weather  will  permit  I  cx>nfess,  mysc*lf,  1  now  look  on  the 
expedition  as  impracticable.  'Flic  enemy  has  had  seven  days  to 
prepare  for  us.  and  tliree,  or  perliaps  four  days  more  befcnne  we 
could  arrive  at  Cork ;  and  we  are  now  too  much  reduced,  in  all 
itisspects,  to  make  the  attempt  with  any  prosiiect  of  success—so, 
all  is  over !  It  is  hard,  after  having  forced  my  way  thus  far, 
to  be  obliged  to  turn  back ;  but  it  is  my  fate,  and  I  most  sub- 
mit Notwithstanding  all  our  blunders,  it  is  tlie  dreadful  stormy 
w  eatlier  and  easterly  winds,  which  have  been  blowing  ftuiouslyf 
and  without  intermissicm,  since  we  made  Bantry  Bay,  that  have 
mined  us.  Well,  England  has  not  had  such  an  escape  since  the 
Spanish  Armada,  and  tliat  expedition,  like  ours,  was  defisaled 
by  tlie  weatlier ;  the  elements  light  against  us,  and  courage  is 
here  of  no  avail.  AVell,  let  me  think  no  more  about  it;  it  islost^ 
and  let  it  go!  I  am  now  a  Frenchman,  and  must  regulate  mj 
future  plans  accoi*diiigly.  I  hope  the  Directory  will  not  dismisii 
me  the  service  for  tliis  unliapi>y  failure,  in  which,  corteinlyi  I 
have  nothing  personally  to  reproach  myself  with ;  andv  in  that 
case,  I  shall  be  rich  enough  to  live  as  a  peasant  If  God  Al- 
mighty sends  me  my  dearest  love  and  darling  babies  in  safetyt 
I  will  buy  or  rent  a  little  spot,  and  have  done  with  the  world 
foiTver.  I  shall  neither  be  great,  nor  fiunoua,  nor  powerfuly 
but  I  may  be  happy.  God  knows  whether  I  shall  ever  reach 
France  myself;  and,  in  that  case,  what  will  become  of  my 
family  P  It  is  horrible  to  me  to  think  of.  Oh !  my  life  and  soak 
my  darling  babies,  shall  I  ever  see  you  again  ?  This  infenul 
wind  continues  without  iutenni^siol^  and  now  that  all  is  katp  I 
am  as  eager  to  get  back  to  France,  asIwa8la€ometoIrelaBd. 
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ikcetnber  27.   Yesterday  several  vessels,  including  the  In- 
domptable,  dragged  their  anchors  several  times,  and  it  wa» 
with  great  difficulty  tliey  rode  out  the  gale.  At  two  o'clock,  the 
Rcvolutiony  a  scventy-foui%  made  signal  tliat  she  could  liold  no 
ionger«  and,  in  consequence  of  the  Commodore's  permission, 
who  now  commands  our  little  sc^uadi'on,  cut  her  only  cable  and 
put  to  sea.    In  the  night,  the  Patriote  and  Pluton,  of  74 
rachy  were  forced  to  put  to  sea,   with  the  Nicomede  flute, 
so  that  this  morning  we  arc  I'educed  to  seven  sail  of  tlie  line 
and  one  frigate.  Any  attempt  here  is  now  desjierate,  but  I  still 
think,  if  we  were  debarked  at  the  moutli  of  the  Shannon,  wc 
might  yet  recover  all.   At  ten  o'clock,  tlie  Commodore  made 
signal  to  get  under  way,  which  was  delayed  by  one  of  the  ships, 
which  required  an  hour  to  get  rea<ly.    This  hour  we  availed 
oursdves  of  to  hold  a  council  of  war,  at  which  were  present. 
Generals  Cherin,  and  Harty,  and  Humbeil,  who  came  from 
thdr  ships  for  that  purpose ;  Adjutant  Grenerals  Simon,  Chas- 
sdoup,  and  myself;  Lieut  Col.  Waudre,  commanding  the  ai*- 
tiDery,  and  Favory,  Captain  of  Engineers,  togetlier  with  Com- 
modore Readout,  who  was  invited  to  assist ;  General  Harty,  as 
scnkn*  officer,  being  President    It  was  agreed,  tliat,  our  force 
being  now  reduced  to  4,168  men,  our  ai'tiliery  to  two  four- 
poanders,  our  ammunition  to  1,500,000  cartridges  and  500 
roands  for  the  artillery,  with  500  poimds  of  powder — this  part 
of  tiie  country  being  utterly  wild  and  savage,  furnishing  neitlicr 
provisions  nor  horses,  and  especially  as  the  enemy,  having 
WCB  days'  notice,  togetlier  with  tluree  more  which  it  would  re 
quire  to  reach  Cork,  suppasing  we  even  met  with  no  obstacle, 
kfld  time  more  than  sufficient  to  assemble  his  forces  in  numbers 
■rfBdent  to  crush  our  little  army ;  considering,  moreover,  tliat 
tUs  province  is  the  only  one  of  tlie  four  which  has  testified  no 
Anposition  to  revolt;  that  it  is  the  most  remote  from  the  part> 
wUdi  is  ready  for  insurrection ;  and,  finally.  Captain  Bedout 
Imfing  communicated  his  iastructioas,  which  are,  to  mount  as 
U|^  as  Ae  Shannon,  and  cruize  there  five  days ;  it  was  unani- 
ly  agreed  to  quit  Bantry  Bay  directly,  and  proceed  for  the 
of  Ae  Shannon,  in  hopes  to  rejoin  some  of  our  scattered 
eompttdons ;  and  when  we  are  there,  we  will  determine,  accord- 
ing to  tiie  means  in  our  hands,  what  part  wc  shall  take.    I  am 
Ikb  more  content  with  this  determination,  as  it  is  substantially 
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^    ^1^   -t:n  -rr   WT'  vnirh  I  rc^  fi  Gpncra)  Clicriit  uiitl 

^    _^   --    i.    »—n:r  .i>,Tniay.  The  wind,  at  last,  lias  conir 

„««    -   -1    -nti  ■  .iri.  .L'nl  The  signal  i-*  now  flyhig  (n  gpt  uii- 

..     ■.-        I    uai   ii'*.-"  I'Kir.  tlioif  Ik'iii^  every  ajtppariiwi' '•( 

I.,—.-     li.-'.    :ir^-  ■■  ■>-;,N  nit  tln-ir  rallies  ami  put  '.■•  **".,, 

n-.     I j;.,:i.  1^.  i,r. ins  " ''''  great  ililVirulty  wcigtictl  "t.*  u  ■ 

.....      .    *i:'    iii'H.  at  lengtli.  tonit  ilie  cableof  llie  OLi^i.-, 

;ti.    n.'  n-r  .ifiiLii'way  mil  of  lliebny.  bi-ing  followed  by 

■t.ii-   ■!  -fir  liitli-  ^(iiiailroti.  now  rctlnrrd  to  ten  shII.  ol' 
-t.ii-11  .in-  o!'  the  line,  one  rrigiitf,  and  two  concttcs  or 

..liciMwr  :s.  Las(  niglit  it  blew  a  |>ri-fei't  hnrricnne.  At  onr 
■H-.  .iioniing.  a  di-endtiil  sea  took  tlie  sliiii  in  the  (juartcr.  stuve 
It  'iH'  ■(iiarter  gallery.  .iikI  one  of  the  dead-liglitn  in  the  great 
.uiiii.  wliich  was  instantly  filled  witb  watt-r  to  tlie  depth  of 
iiivc  iVeU  Tlir  rots  itt  the  nflicers  wei-e  nliiioitt  all  torn  down. 
.uhI  tlit-HiM^lvrs  and  tlieii*  tninkN  floated  abont  the  rabin.  For 
lilt  \uiTi,  1  had  just  fallen  aslcei>  when  wakened  by  the  shock, 
iif  w  hii'h  1  at  liivt  did  not  coiniHTbend  the  meaning ;  but  hear- 
ing the  water  distinctly  mlliTig  in  tbe  cabin  beneatli  mr,  and 
two  or  tlii-eo  of  the  oflicers  mounting  in  their  sbii't»,  as  wet  as 
if  tliey  bad  risen  from  the  bottom  of  the  sea.  1  concluded  instant- 
ly that  tbe  ship  bad  stnick  and  was  filling  with  water,  and  thai 
she  woidd  sink  directly.  As  tbe  inoremenlA  of  tbe  mind  are  as 
ijuick  iLS  lightning  in  siieh  ])eriloiis  moments,  it  is  impossible  to 
describe  tbe  inlinity  of  idea.^  which  shot  across  my  mind  in  an 
instant  As  I  knt-w  all  notion  of  saving  my  life  was  in  ^'un,  in 
such  a  stormy  sea.  I  took  my  part  instantly,  and  lay  down  in 
my  haminork.  ex|)ecting  every  instant  to  go  to  the  bottom ;  but 
I  was  soon  i-rlieved  by  the  api>eu-ance  of  one  of  the  officers, 
naiidiii.  who  explained  to  us  tlie  areident.  I  can  safely  say  that 
I  had  iierfecl  crmnnaiid  of  myself  during  the  few  terrible  mi- 
nutes wliicli  1  itusscd  in  tliis  situation,  and  I  was  not,  I  believe, 
more  afraid  than  any  of  those  about  me.  1  re.signed  myself  to 
nyfat^wbtrlilvrrily  thought  was  inevitable,  and  1  could  han 
Aed  like  a  man.  Immediately  after  this  blow,  tlie  wind  abated. 
jM^  at  day-light,  having  run  nine  knots  an  hour  under  one  jib 
•difyi  terfaig  tbe  huiricanr,  wc  found  ourael  ves  at  tlic  rendezroiw. 
iailiU  fVM  ompeny  wHh  thm  Hhipa  of  tlie  line  and  tbe  fri- 
j^'VhUl  nakta  oar  tixlh  aeparatioD.    The  frigate  CoquUle 
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us  in  the  course  of  the  day,  which  we  spent  standing  off 
and  on  the  shore,  without  being  joined  by  any  of  our  missing 
companions. 

December  29.  At  four  this  morning,  tlic  Commodore  made  the 
signal  to  steer  for  France  :  so,  there  is  an  end  of  our  expedition 
for  the  present ;  perhaps  for  ever.  I  spent  all  yesterday  in  my 
hammock,  partly  through  sea-sickness,  and  much  more  through 
vexation.  At  ten,  we  made  prize  of  an  unfortunate  brig,  bound 
from  Lisbon  to  Cork,  laden  with  salt,  which  we  sunk. 

December  SO,  31.  On  our  way  to  Brest  It  will  be  well  sup- 
posed I  am  in  no  great  humor  to  make  memorandums.  This  is 
the  last  day  of  the  year  1796,  which  has  been  a  very  remarka- 
ble one  in  my  histor}'. 


Jamuiry  1,  1797.  At  eight  this  morning  made  the  island  of 
Usbant,  and  at  twelve  opened  the  ChuUU  We  arrive  seven  sail : 
the  Indomptable,  of  80 ;  the  Watigny,  Cassard,  and  Eole,  74 ;  the 
Coquille,  36 ;  the  Atalante,  20,  and  the  Yautour  lugger  of  14. 
We  left  Brest  forty-three  sail,  of  which  seventeen  were  of  the 
Hue.  I  am  utterly  astonished  that  we  did  not  see  a  single 
English  ship  of  war,  going  nor  coming  back.  They  must  have 
taken  tiieir  measures  very  ill,  not  to  intercept  us,  but  perhaps 
tiiey  have  picked  up  some  of  our  missing  ships.  Well,  this 
evening  will  explain  all,  and  we  shall  see  now  what  is  become 
nf  om*  four  Admirals,  and  of  our  two  Generals  in  Chief. 
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A  X'aRMEE  PRAK^AISE,  destines  a  OFEBEB  la  BEYOLUnOBT 

d'irlande. 

Bipublicains:  Fier  de  vous  avoir  fait  vaincre  en  plusieurs  oc- 
casions, j'ai  obtenu  du  Gouvemement  la  permission  de  vous 
conduire  4  de  nouvcaux  succes.  Vous  commander,  c'est  6tre 
assure  du  triomphe. 

Jaloux  de  rendre  a  la  liberte  un  peuple  digne  d'elle,  et  mftr 
poor  une  revolution,  le  Directoire  nous  envoie  en  Irlande,  k 
reflet  d'y  faciliter  la  revolution  que  d'excellents  Republicains 
viennent  d'y  entreprendre.  II  sera  beau  pour  nous,  qui  avons 
vaincu  Ics  satellites  des  Rois  armes  contre  la  Republique,  de 
Ini  aider  a  recouvrer  ses  droits  usurpes  par  Todieux  Grouveme- 
nient  .Anglais. 

Vous  n'oublierez  jamais,  braves  et  fideles  Compagnons,  que 
le  people,  cliez  lequel  nous  allons,  est  I'ami  de  notre  Patrie,  que 
nous  devons  le  traiter  comme  tel,  et  non  comme  un  peuple  conquis. 

En  arrivant  en  Irlande,  vous  trouverez  Phospitalite,  la  fra- 
temite ;  bientdt  des  milliers  de  ses  habitans  viendront  grossir 
■MM  phalanges.  Gardons-nous  done  bien  de  jamais  traiter  aucuns 
iftmi  en  enncmis.  Aiasi  que  nous,  ils  ont  a  se  venger  des  per- 
fldes  Anglais  ;  ces  demierssont  lesseuls  dont  nous  ayons  a  tirer 
nne  vengeance  eclatante.  Croycz  que  les  Irlandais  ne  soupircut 
pas  moins  que  vous  apres  le  moment  ou,  de  concert,  nous  irons 
k  Londres  rappeler.  a  Pitt  et  a  ses  amis,  ce  quails  ont  fait  contre 
notre  liberte. 
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iioty  in  fact,  framed  for  that  submission,  to  which  wc  have  been 
bent  by  tlie  pressure  of  so  many  centuries  of  hard,  unremitting, 
unrelenting  tyranny. 

But,  if  the  judgments  of  Providence  be  slow,  tliey  are  cer- 
tain. The  villain  must  not  hope  to  walk  in  credit  to  his  grave, 
nor  the  tyrant  to  insult  forever  with  impunity  the  misery  he 
has  cause<I.  The  pride  and  ai'rogance  of  England  have  at 
length  called  down  uiion  her  head  the  tardy  and  lingering  jus- 
tice which  her  manifold  crimes  have  so  long  provoked ;  ihe  suf- 
ferings of  IiTland,  prostrate  and  humbled  as  slie  has  been,  even 
to  the  dust  seem  to  have  awakened  the  attention  of  Him  who 
rules  the  destiny  of  nations ;  in  his  goodness  and  compassion  be 
lias  at  length  iTgarded  us,  and  placed  in  our  hands  the  means, 
if  we  lia\  e  tlie  courage  to  be  free. 

Witliout  being  too  much  of  an  enthusiastic  visionary,  I  think 
I  may  say  I  see  a  new  order  of  tilings  commencing  in  Europe. 
The  stupendous  Revolution  which  has  taken  place  in  France ; 
the  unparalleled  succession  of  events  which  have,  in  defiance  of 
the  united  eflforts  of  all  tlie  despots  of  Europe,  established  that 
mighty  Republic  on  the  broad  and  firm  basis  of  equal  rights, 
liberties,  and  laws ;  the  abasement,  contrary  to  all  human  pro- 
bability, of  her  enemies,  every  one  of  whom  has,  in  Ms  torn, 
lieen  foi-ced  to  yield  to  her  ascendant  genius,  witli  the  exceptbn 
tlius  far,  of  Austria,  and  especially  of  England,  whose  fall  has 
only  been  delayed  to  make  her  degradation  more  terrible,  and 
the  triumph  of  her  victorious  lival  tlic  more  complete ;  all  this 
I  say,  has  satisfied  my  mind,  that  the  ancient  system  of  tyranny 
must  fall.  In  many  nations  it  is  already  extinct,  in  others  it 
has  received  its  deatli  wound,  and  though  it  may  for  Bome  time 
train  a  feeble  and  lingering  existence,  its  duration  is  aacertain- 
ed,  and  its  days  already  numbered.  I  do  not  look  vpm  the 
French  Revolution  as  a  question  subject  to  the  ordinary  calcu- 
lation of  politics ;  it  is  a  thing  tohich  is  to  ftf ;  mndyasallhiinMB 
experience  has  verified  that  the  new  doctrine  ever  flnalljr  mh^ 
verts  the  old ;  as  the  Mosaic  law  subverted  idolatry ;  as  Chris- 
tianity subverted  the  Jewish  dispensation ;  as  the  Refiunatliai 
subverted  Popery  ;  so,  I  am  firmly  convinced,  the  doctriw  of 
Republicanism  will  finally  subvert  that  of  Monarchy,  and  «ft- 
tabliah  a  syateoi  (tf  just  uul  rational  liberty,  on  the  ndna  af  flia 
ihronoi  of  flie  deapoti  of  Europe. 
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But  whether  this  opinion  be  well  or  ill  founded,  the  qiifstiou 
I  mean  to  examine  will  not  be  affected  by  tlic  i-esult  Fortu- 
nately, or  unfoitunately,  for  Ii*cland,  her  cause  is  independent  of 
the  tlieory.  The  object  for  her  immediate  consideration  is  not 
wliether  she  sliall  adopt  this  or  tliat  form  of  government*  but 
whetlier  she  shall  be  indeiK'ndent  under  any.  She  has  too  many 
flolldy  substantiaU  heavy,  existing  grievances,  to  requii-e  much 
ingenuity,  or  subtle  argument  to  convince  her  of  licr  interest 
and  her  duty,  and  the  question  on  which  we  must  take  an  in- 
stant determination,  will,  if  I  mistake  not,  he  decided  as  soon 
as  it  is  state4l. 

The  alternative  which  is  now  submitte<l  to  your  choice,  witli 
regard  to  England,  is,  in  one  woni,  union  or  separation  I  You 
must  determine,  and  that  instantly,  between  slavery  and  inde- 
pendence; there  is  no  thii*d  way.  I  will  not  insult  you,  by 
doubting  what  will  be  your  decision.  I  anticipate  your  imme- 
diate and  unanimous  declaration,  whiche  stablishe.s  foi*cvcr  li- 
berty to  yourselves,  and  independence  to  your  country. 

To  a  magnanimous  people  it  is  unnecessary  to  prove,  that  it 
18  bastf  to  an  enlightened  people  it  is  unnecessary  to  prove,  that 
it  is  ruinouSf  to  exist  in  dependence  on  the  will  of  a  foreign 
power,  and  tliat  power  an  ambitious  rival.  To  you  this  is  not 
matter  of  mere  speculation.  You  feel  it  in  your  Government,  in 
your  laws,  in  your  manners,  in  your  principles,  in  your  educa- 
tion ;  with  all  the  great  moral  and  physical  advantages  of  which 
jou  are  possessed,  you  are  unnoticed  and  unknown  as  a  nation 
in  Europe  ;  your  bodies  and  your  minds  are  bent  down  by  tlie 
incumbent  pressure  of  your  tyrant ;  she,  to  maintain  whose 
anuice  and  ambition  you  are  daily  forced  to  spill  your  best 
blood,  ill  whose  cause  you  fight  >iitiiout  gloi^  and  without  profit, 
where  victory  but  rivets  your  chains  the  faster,  and  where  de* 
§tut  adds  to  slavery,  mollification,  and  disgrace.  In  vain  are 
joa  placed  in  tlie  most  advantageous  position  for  unlimited  com 
■Nsce;  in  vain  are  you  blessed  with  a  ii-uitful  soil,  with  every 
requisite  for  tnule  and  manufactures,  with  inexhaustible  mines, 
with  navigable  rivers,  and  witli  the  noblest  harbors  in  Europe. 
All  these  advantages  are  blasted  by  tlie  contagious  presence  of 
jour  imperious  rival,  befoi-e  whose  influence  your  stivngth  is 
withered,  your  resources  crushed,  and  the  rising  spirit  of  emu- 
latioii  strangled  in  the  birtli.   It  is  England  who  ddiauches  and 
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degrades  your  gentry ;  it  is  England  who  starves  your  maiia- 
flicturerSy  to  drive  them  into  her  fleets  and  armies ;  it  is  England 
who  keeps  your  wretched  peasantiy  half-fed,  half-clothed,  mi- 
serable and  despised,  defrauded  of  their  just  rights  as  human 
beings,  and  reduced,  if  tiie  innate  spirit  of  your  country  did  not 
soppcnt  them,  as  it  were,  by  miracle,  below  the  level  of  the 
bcAsts  of  the  field ;  it  is  England  who  buys  your  legislators  to 
betray  you,  and  pays  you  with  the  money  levied  (m  yourselves ; 
it  is  England  who  foments  and  perpetuates,  as  fiEu*  as  in  her  lies, 
the  spirit  of  religious  dissension  among  you,  and  that  labors  to 
keep  asunder  Irishman  from  Irishman,  because,  tiiat,  in  your 
cordial  union  among  yourselves,  she  sees  cleariy  the  downfal 
of  her  usurpation,  and  the  establishment  of  your  liberties ;  it  is 
England  who  supports  and  nourishes  fliat  rotten,  aristocratic 
fjEu^tion  among  you,  which,  though  not  the  tenth  part  of  your 
population,  has  arrogated  to  itself  five-sixths  of  the  property, 
and  the  whole  of  the  patronage  and  power  of  your  nation ;  a 
fieurtion,  which,  to  maintain  itself  by  the  power  of  England,  is 
ready  to  sacrifice,  and  does  daily  sacrifice  your  dearest  rights 
to  her  insatiable  lust  of  gold  and  power. 

Look  to  the  origin  of  your  connection  with  Britain,  that  proud 
and  selfish  nation,  and  see  what  is  the  foundation  of  the  author- 
ity of  your  oppressors!  Six  hundred  years  ago  tiie  Pope,*  an 
Englishman^  thought  proper  to  confer  the  crown  of  Ireland  on 
Henry  II,  King  of  England ;  and  the  King  of  England  was 
pleased,  in  return,  to  guarantee  to  bis  countryman,  the  Pope^ 
the  payment  of  a  cei-tain  tax*  to  be  levied  on  the  people  of  Ireland  ; 
but  were  tlic  people  consulted,  whose  liberties  and  properties 
were  tlius  bartered  away  between  these  two  Englishmen?  No 
such  thing.  Their  independence  was  sold  by  one  foreigner  to 
the  other,  without  their  privity  or  concurrence,  and  to  consum- 
mate the  injustice  of  this  most  infamous  and  audacious  bargain, 
they  were  compelled  themselves  to  raise  the  purchase  money  of 
their  disgrace,  and  to  pay  for  being  enslaved.  Such  was  the 
commencement  of  the  British  monarchy  in  Ireland,  and  what 
have  been  its  fruits  ?  Six  hundred  years  of  continued  intestine 
wars,  marked  with  every  circumstance  of  horror  and  barbarity, 
with  the  desolation  of  whole  provinces,  with  massacres  and  con- 

*  Nkholat  Breakipetr,  Pope,  under  the  nanie  of  Adrian  VII. 
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fiHcation  and  plunder,  with  (ire,  famine  and  pestilence,  with 
niunlcry  to  that  horrible  extent,  that,  at  length,  it  was  decreed, 
even  by  your  own  legislature,  to  be  no  crime  in  an  Englishman 
to  kill  a  mere  Irishman.  When,  by  these  multiplied  abomina- 
tions, your  strength  was  exhausted  and  your  spirit  broken,  when 
your  oi)|>ressors  made  it  their  boast  that  you  were  brayedf  as  it 
WfTf,  in  a  mortar^  this  execrable  tyranny  of  the  sword  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  still  more  execrable  tyranny  of  the  laws,  framed 
with  a  diabolical  sagacity  to  impoverish  and  degrade  and  brutal- 
ixe  you  }  laws,  even  yet  but  imperfectly  removed,  and  for  whoflo 
partial  repeal,  extorted  from  your  reluctant  oppressors,  you 
are  indebted  to  the  recent  union  among  yourselves,  to  your  con- 
sequent spirit,  and  to  the  combination  of  events  produced  by  the 
JVcncJi  Revolution. 

But,  to  compeasate  you  for  the  loss  of  your  independent  ex- 
istence as  a  nation,  for  the  destiniction  of  your  trade  and  manu- 
iSMlurcs,  the  plunder  of  your  property,  tlie  interdiction  of  edu- 
cation to  three-fourths  of  your  people,  and  tlieir  absolute  exclu- 
sion fi'o'm  a  state  of  political  existence,  you  have  been  gravely 
UAA  tliat  you  participated  in  what  is  called,  in  the  cant  of  your 
enemies,  the  inestimable  blessings  of  the  British  Constitution! 

I  will  not  here  enter  into  a  discussion  on  the  merits  or  de- 
merits of  tliat  constitution.  You  have,  all  of  you,  read  the  pro- 
ductions which  have  appeared  on  that  subject,  and  it  is,  there- 
fore, unnecessary  for  me  to  repeat  them ;  on  him  who  is  not  con- 
vinced by  tlie  ai^uments  of  Paine,  of  the  absurdity  of  hereditary 
nmarchs,  and  hereditary  legislatures,  where  no  man  would  ad- 
mit of  hereditary  coblers,  who  wished  to  have  his  shoes  well 
mended,  I  despair  of  making  any  impression.  I  will,  tliereforCf 
fir  the  sake  of  ai*gument,  suppose,  though  I  will  by  no  means 
admit,  ttat  tliis  constitution  is  really  as  excellent  as  it  is  repre- 
sented to  be  by  its  wai'mest  panegyrists,  who,  by-the-by,  will 
be  found  amongst  those  who  exist  by  its  daily  destruction^ 
I  will  answer,  in  the  first  place,  that  you  may,  if  you  choosey 
•ddpt  that  constitution  as  your  own,  when  your  independence  is 
mna  recognised,  and  you  come  to  organize  your  government ; 
holy  to  quit  tills,  which  I  look  uiion  as  a  wild  and  idle  supposi- 
floBy  I  aay,  in  tiie  second  place,  that  you  do  not  possess  tiiis  most 
eicdknt  and  happy  constitution!  That,  even  in  England,  it  is 
diflflgared  and  distorted,  but  that  in  Ireland  it  is  so  srootliered 
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utv  oC  rorruption.  as  to  be,  in  cflh^  no  more  the 
*4  F.n^Ai%d,  a<  it  esist.s  in  theory,  tlian  it  is  tlic 
i^"i^  r^  C>-n<sT;iii;''mv{ile  or  Japan. 
1t&.'  5*^  pii^,  ^!iai  i»  }our  Ring?  Your  King  is  a  for- 
*rj:>^.  .ka  K?£'.<"  rtiTu  a  unlive  of  a  coinitry  that  holds  you  in 
iryr  r^*''^"-: :  ^b'^'n  j»*i  never  see*  nor  expect  to  see ;  who 
Ti-T-rr  .■**«>>^"!'  i"".  ;.->  \iMi  Ireland:  who.  with  all  the  ignorant 
^r*  ;;•:  **  ir  '  ;'.!  rrm!  passicm^  of  his  nation,  distributes  from 
•^>  !»-*•:  k'.  >-  JAXsae^'s.  by  the  ad\ire  of  his  British  Cabinet, 
T»i:  it:cyr«  i»i  re«Ani>  of  yocr  c«>Mntry,  either  among  English 
*7- -;rtfaa^<  *r  y^xr  -f^!*«piable  Iri'ih  apointates,  whose  stiTing- 
-■*ii  ?**-*?oLr:«!!xiA>io  v>  his  r3^ al  favor,  is.  that  thev  arc  ready 
IT  LI  ^*ii>fs.  ar«i  «is>iitx  sit'rvple.  tn  sacrifice  the  interest  and 
.:<.•' >-n:t?'>^  o<  iheir  native  land,  to  the  avarice  or  tiie  ambitimi 
4/  rI*-^ji»L  l>  KTP  a  Bun  of  vou.  that  is  not  convinced,  and 
tsa:  '^iks  »:«  sett,  tl^;  e^en  the  meanest  Englishman  consideni 
Hi7ss<-i:'a>  i?ttr  «:^ri*3r.  and  despises  an  Irishman  in  his  heart  ? 
a»!  biiVT  ^vitt  :»x  b^  a  thousand  occasions,  to  know  that  tho 
Ri=;j^  c^  F.^.j:ii9d  s.\>^«  as  rank  and  vulgar  [MTJudices  on  tliat 
frtxr.  15  'bie  lo%«*<  aad  mo^  ignorant  of  his  vassals  ?  tliat  he 
iricini«  >>Mt.  TSitX  a>  a  nation  of  valuable  subjects,  but  as  a  rab- 
ble c»f  m-in^^^cs  <Iav«-s,.  and  that  vour  whole  realm  is  not  of  as 
ri-4«-S  iru^v^jL>ii>-  ia  hi<  evrs.  a<any  one  manufacturing  town  in 
F.Ti;)ju>-i.    Pe^ipie  U  Ireland,  this  is  vour  absentee  Monarch  ! 

llii<  i-i  the  i«KtL  bef*«ffY  whom  vou  are  to  fall  down,  and  to  wor- 

■ 

«hin,  like  another  MokcK.  with  the  sacrifice  of  your  blood;  to 
pamprr  «  hn<o  priile  and  folly  and  ambition,  yoa  are  daily  call- 
ed npon  to  demote  your  tfVAsurr«  9nd  your  liveAp  your  individa* 
al  liberties,  and  theglor^k-  and  independence  of  your  natiTe  land; 
and  this  Is  the  sarntinient  mhich  is  called  loyalty,  by  thooe  wiio 
wish  to  deceive  and  to  mislead,  in  order  that  they  may  plunder 
and  oppress  you. 

But.  perhaps,  you  find  in  the  national  spirit  in  flie  patriotism 
and  virtue  of  the  other  twio  estates  of  your  legislature,  tiie  Lords 
and  the  Commons,  a  protection  from  the  minom  effiects  of  an 
oxccotive  power,  deposited  in  a  ibrrign  coimtij,  oomMCtod  with 
yoa  by  no  tics  of  interest  or  of  glory,  artnaled  solely  by  settsh 
natircsr  and  illiberal  prejudices,  and  who  is  uywaguted  bj  a 
hpcisM  pciwnagr,  boand  by  no  reapondbUi^,  sad 
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Sec  then  the  redoubtable  barrier  against  oppressiont  wlurh 
you  have  in  your  House  of  Lords  !  In  the  very  first  in- 
ctanccw  one  half  of  them  are  Englishmen,  who  never  saw  Ireland^ 
who  have  not  a  foot  of  property  there ;  who  do  not  think  it  worth 
their  while  even  to  visit  the  counti-y,  from  which  tliey  derive 
their  titles,  but  who  would  of  themselves  be  sufficient  to  stifle  all 
opposition  by  their  numbers,  if  tliase  noble  Lords,  who  are  in 
the  habit  of  attending  Parliament,  were  to  be  found,  miraculous- 
ly, in  op|X>Kition  to  the  mandate  of  tlie  British  Minister*  Tho 
means  by  which  a  Peerage  is  obtained  in  Ireland,  and  tlie  mo- 
tives which  determine  tlie  King  of  England,  the  fountain  of  hon- 
or,  to  raise  his  faithful  subjects  to  that  high  rank,  arc  of  suffi- 
cient notoriety.  It  is  well  known,  and  has  been  asserted  even  in 
your  Parliament^  that  the  honors  of  the  Peerage  are  prostitu- 
ted to  the  must  infamous  pui*poses  of  connijition ;  that  they  are 
bought  and  sold,  in  ojjcn  market,  and  at  a  stated  price,  or  made 
aaubjectof  a  more  ruinous,  tliough  less  disgraceful  commerce,  in 
debauching  the  otiier  branch  of  tlie  legislature;  that  sometimes 
a  man  is  made  a  Peer,  because  he  can  command  two  votes  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  sometimes,  because  he  can  com- 
mand five  tliousand  pounds  in  money ;  sometimes,  because  he  has 
been  obedient  as  a  judge  in  trials,  when  the  Crown  has  been  con- 
cerned, and  sometimes,  because  he  has  been  refractory  in  Pai*- 
liament,  and  it  is  necessar}'  to  H])i)eaKe  him.  If  there  were  any 
reason  to  expect  a  possibility  of  patriotism  or  public  vutue, 
from  a  body  thus  constituted ;  tlicrc  are  six  and  twenty  Bishops, 
many  of  tliem  Englishmen,  and  all  of  them,  expectants  of  tlio 
English  Government  for  promotion  or  translation,  ready  to 
itrangle  it  in  tlie  biilh.  Such  are  the  hereditary  counsellors  of 
the  Crown  in  Ireland,  the  Judges  in  the  last  resoi-t,  the  impar- 
tial and  incorruptible  guanlians  of  tho  Constitution,  against 
the  encroachments  of  the  people  on  one  side,  and  the  Ring  on 
die  other;  the  people  with  whom  they  have  no  common  interest^ 
and  the  King  who  names  the  Peerage  and  tlie  Episcopacy,  who 
dlBtribntes  ribbands  and  stai's,  and  mitiTs,  and  places,  and  pen- 
■ioDSi  at  his  pleasure. 

The  Cromi  and  tiie  Loi*ds,  being  thus  organized  against  you, 
and  having  confessedly  their  own  distinct  aad  separate  interests 
to  consult,  at  least,  it  is  to  be  hoped  thiit  the  tliird  estiite,  the 
your  representatives,  emanating  from  youi*selve8.  dr^ 
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riving  tlicir  existence  from  tlie  choice  of  the  ]ieopIe,  of  Miiichy 
they  make  a  part  surrly,  they  at  least  will  take  care  of  yoiir 
rights,  your  liberties,  and  your  interests  >vhirh  are  their  own ; 
proud  of  tlie  sacred  de]K)site,  which  you  have  confided  in  their 
hands,  they  will  magnanimously  resist  any  attempt  of  tlic  other 
two  estates,  should  any  Ruch  he  made,  to  invaile  the  inalienable 
prixileges  of  their  constituents :  amenable  to  tlic  tribunal  of 
your  opinion,  they  will  di-ead  the  disgi-ace  which  inevitably  at- 
taches uiKin  corruption  in  a  legislator,  even  more  than  death ; 
should  any  coui*tly  ])ander  be  found,  hardy  enough  to  risque  the 
attempt  to  debauch  their  stem  integrity,  they  will  turn  aside 
from  his  presence  witli  iiorror  and  disgust,  if  indeed,  the  first 
emotion  of  insultetl  virtue  does  not  ratlier  prampt  them  instant- 
ly to  seize  the  villain,  to  drag  him  from  his  den  to  public  view, 
and  denounce  him  to  the  nation,  as  tlic  most  atrocious  of  all 
panncides,  the  assassin  of  his  country. 

I  cannot  continue  this  irony !  The  subject  is  too  sorrowful 
to  excite  any  other  feeling  than  indignation,  lillio  are  tliosc 
abominable  slaves,  so  im|Hidently  miscalled  your  represent- 
atives ?  How  ai*e  thev  chosen  ?   Who  ai*e  tlieir  constituents  ? 

wr 

Is  it  not  so  notorious  as  no  longer  to  excite  sui*prisc,  or  scarcely 
resentmentt  tliat  the  most  ines-timable  of  your  privileges,  from 
which  all  othei*s  depend,  tlie  right  to  cho(»e  your  legislatoi*s,  is 
made  a  daily  subjtrt  of  a  base  and  villainous  traffic  ?  Tlwt  a 
station,  tite  most  honoi'able  to  which  man  can  aspire,  that  of 
iTpresenting  his  fellow  citizens  in  the  great  Council  of  the  nation, 
is  bought  and  sold,  and  that  seats  in  Parliament  are  become  a  sub- 
ject of  dirty  comniei*cial  s]ieculation :  so  tliat  any  feilow*  even  of 
tlic  most  infamous  ciiaracter,  provided  he  can  raise  three  diousaiid 
pounds,  may,  in  defiance  of  tlie  public  indignation  and  contempt, 
place  himself  triumpliantly  on  the  benches  of  your  Legislature-, 
and  make  laws  to  bind  millions  of  men,  any  oneofwliom  would 
scarcely  trust  himsc*lf  alone  in  his  comiNUiy,  or  sufier  him  to 
enter  his  house,  without  previously  locking  up  his  spoons.  Tlie 
temple  of  your  liberties  is  filled  with  buyers  and  sellers,  with 
money  changers  and  thieves ;  with  placemen  and  pensioners, 
those  unclean  and  ominous  harpies,  gorged  with  the  public 
spoil,  and  sucking  still,  like  insatiable  vampires,  the  last  drain- 
ings  of  the  vital  blood  of  their  country :  with  fraudnlent  bank- 
i*iipts,  w  Ik)  take  shelter  in  Parliament  htun  the  prasccutmi  of 
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tticir  ri^editorsy  and  purchase,  \\  ith  a  paii;  of  their  plunclery  the 
privilege  to  retain  tlie  i-est  in  security  ;  with  HjKTuIating  hiw- 
yers,  wlio.  without  prin<'iple  and  without  iimctice,  and  destitute 
of  talents  to  rise  in  their  own  profession,  take  up  the  more  gain* 
fid  trade  of  nraking  in  the  legislature  those  hiws,  which,  in  tlie 
Courts,  they  arc  unable  to  expound,  force  on  their  way,  with 
inveterate  pei«s<»verance,  a  servility  tliat  knows  no  scniple,  and 
impudence  incapahle  of  a  hlush,  repel  tlieir  abler  and  honcster 
brethn^n,  who  cannot  bend  to  those  vile  means  of  advancement, 
and  make  a  short  cut  thnuigli  Parliament  to  the  judgment  seat: 
with  those  miserable  automatons,  tiie  humble  deiK^ndants  of 
great  men,  who  ])lace  them  as  their  pupjiets  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  whose  condition  is,  I  know  not  whether  more  to 
be  pitied  or  despised ;  w  ith  young  coxcombs  of  fortune,  who 
think  a  seat  in  the  House,  like  their  whores,  their  hoi*ses,  and 
their  hounds,  a  necessary  appendage  to  tlieir  rank  and  dignity ; 
even  the  membei-s  for  your  counties,  where,  if  at  all.  the  public 
voice  might  be  supposed  to  have  some  little  influence,  even  in 
their  elections  a  system  of  coiniption  universally  prevails,  less 
compendious,  indeed,  than  that  which  exists  in  your  boroughs, 
but  more  scandalous  aTuI  desti-uctive,  I  do  not  fear  that  any  one 
man  in  Ireland,  even  on  your  treasury  bench,  will  be  found  with 
a  forehead  hard  enough  to  deny  one  syllable  of  what  I  have  here 
advanced,  or  even  to  asseH  that  tlic  picture  is  overcharged* 
Your  Parliament  has  long  lost  all  character,  as  it  has  lost  all 
decency ;  everv'  honest  man  despises  it ;  the  prostitutes  who 
compose  it,  know  tliis  and  trendile ;  in  vain  do  they  multiply 
laws  for  their  protection,  and  persecute,  without  remorse,  the 
slightest  invasion  of  what  they  are  pleased  to  vote  to  be  their 
privileges ;  tlic  sanction  of  character  is  wanting ;  tlie  public 
optnion  is  pronounced  against  tliem,  and  nothing  but  tlie  pres- 
sure of  an  incumbent  foire  has  prevented  tlie  indignant  spirit  of 
Ireland  from  bursting  fortli  long  since  and  levelling  with  tlie 
dast  the  edifice  of  her  oppression. 

From  a  Legislature  constituted  as  yours  is  is,  no  good  can 
flow.  Those  who  compose  it  have  no  common  interest  with  the 
peqde ;  they  feel  tliat  tliey  are  but  a  foi-eign  colony,  depending 
entirely  for  fheir  existence  on  the  connection  with  Kngland^ 
whose  power  alone  secures  them  in  possession  of  their  usurpa- 
tioiM.  If  they  had  the  inclination,  (of  which  I  am  far  from  sn9^ 
Vox.  II 36 
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pccting  them,)  they  have  not  the  courage  to  be  honest.  Tlie  fact 
and  truth  is.  tiiat  the  great  bulk  of  the  aristori*acy  of  Ireland, 
conscious  that  tlieir  estates  were  originally  acquired  by  tlie  most 
unjustifiable  means,  either  by  o(K'n  i*obbery.  swoi*d  in  hand^ 
or  by  the  more  infsinious  ])illage  of  tiie  laws,  dai'e  not  opiMfiC 
the  will  of  the  British  Minister,  fi'om  the  a])i)i'ehension  lest  he 
should  withdraw  his  protection  fn)m  their  [tarty,  and  leave 
tliem  to  the  mercy  of  the  majority  of  their  counti*ymen.  It  is 
vain  to  argue  with  men  under  the  influence  of  so  e\tivme  a 
fear.  Those  of  them  who  arc  moiT  enlightem^I,  and  who,  of 
course,  do  not  dread  a  r(\suni|)tion  of  ])ro|N^rty  w  hich  tlie  lajise 
of  time  and  change  of  ciiTiimstances  have  i'eiidei*ed  iinixissible, 
yet  affect  a  terror  they  do  not  feel,  to  confirm  the  delusion  of  the 
rest  and  profit  of  the  panic,  which,  in  a  gi*eat  degree,  they  have 
themselves  caused  and  diligently  cultivated,  to  govern  tlieir 
party,  and  to  peiiietuate  their  monoiNdy  in  ever}'  department  of 
tiie  state.  By  these  means  they  are  enabled  to  make  tlieir  bar- 
gain with  the  British  Minister,  and  nothing  can  be  imagined 
less  difficult  than  the  negotiation.  Their  language  is  simply 
this:  '*  Maintain  us  in  our  places,  our  ])ensioiis,  andour  power ; 
**  suffer  us  to  support  our  niistivsses,  our  dejiendants,  and  our- 
<<  selves  at  the  public  exix^nse  :  suiTender  to  us,  in  a  word,  tlie 
"  entire  patronage  of  the  cniwii :  in  i-eturn,  we  engage  to  sur- 
<•  i-eiulerto  you  the  commerce,  the  manufactures,  tlic  liberty, 
<<  and  tlie  independence  of  Ireland ;  we  will  support  you  in 
a  every  mesisure  which  you  may  devise  to  imjiovcrish,  to  divide^ 
*«  and  to  weaken  our  country ;  we  w  ill  abet  you  in  every  mad 
**  and  ruinous  war  in  which  you  may  tliink  proper  to  embark; 
^<  we  Will  squander  the  blood  of  Ireland,  without  limitation  or 
<^  reserve :  we  ivUl  stand  and  fall  with  Englani;  suffer  lis 
<<  only,  in  return,  to  appropriate  to  ourselves  such  portion  of 
^<  the  public  treasure  as  the  sacrifices  we  make  to  you  may  ap- 
<<  pear  to  desene." 

To  a  proposition  so  just  and  reasonable  in  itself,  it  is  not  to 
be  siipiiosed  tlie  English  Minister  can  be  so  captious  as  to  raise 
the  least  objection.  He  puiThases,  in  fact,  for  England  every 
advantage  slie  can  possibly  derive  from  the  connection  between 
the  countries,  without  putting  her  to  the  expense  of  six  pence; 
for  Ireland,  who  is  sold,  is  also  forced  to  raise  the  purchase  ukh 
ney ;  and  herein  lies  tiie  essential  diflference  between  tiie  polili- 
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cal  situation  of  England  and  Ireland.  In  the  former,  undoubt- 
eiliy  the  ronstitiition  is  depraved  and  degraded,  and  comiption 
raiTied  on  to  an  enormous  extent ;  tlie  liberty  of  the  people  is,  be- 
yond rontradiction.  sacrificed  to  the  arbitrary  will  and  pleasure 
of  the  King:  but,  at  the  same  time,  their  essential  interests  are^ 
in  all  otlier  inspects,  carefully  consulted  by  the  Government. 
The  Minister  there,  studies  to  advance  their  trade  aud  manu- 
factures by  all  ])ossible  means.  Justifiable  and  unjustifiable,  upon 
the  same  principle  that  the  farmer  manui-es  the  soil  he  means 
to  cultivate,  and  feeds  the  beasts  he  de.stines  for  labor.  Under 
tills  point  of  view,  I  have  no  he^fitation  to  admit  that  England 
is  essentially  well  and  wisi'ly  governed,  and  a  mere  merchant 
or  manufacturer  who  looks  no  further  than  his  wai-ehouse  or  his 
shop,  has  no  reason  to  wish  for  a  change.  But  do  you,  ray 
countrvmen,  lav  vour  hands  on  vour  heaiis,  and  ask  yourselves, 
is  all  tins  so  with  us?  I  do  not  fear  contradiction  when  I  an- 
swer for  vou,  that  the  direct  conti-arv  is  the  fact,  and  that  your 
legislators  aiv  hired  and  paid  by  the  English  Ministery  (paid 
with  your  own  mcmey,  I  bes(»ech  you  to  keep  ever  in  memory) 
to  destroy  and  smother  your  arts,  maniifactui^es,  and  commerce, 
in  the  cradle,  lest  they  might,  by  possibility,  interfere  with  the 
intei-est  of  England,  who  will  be  ever  undoubtedly  better  pleas- 
ed to  see  you  a  colony  of  idlei-s  to  consume  her  manufactures* 
and  to  recniit  her  fleets  and  armies,  than  to  meet  you  in  the 
markets  of  tlie  world,  an  active,  ente]*prising,  and  industi'ious 
rival.  No  English  Minister  would  have  the  folly  or  the  impu- 
dence to  pro]K)se  to  the  most  cornipt  and  profligate  of  his  de- 
pendants a  measui*e  subvei*sive  of  the  interests  of  tlie  nation, 
or  if  he  were  so  utterly  infatuated,  which  is  indeed  impossible, 
he  would  not  be  Minister  for  four  and  twenty  hours  after. 
When  a  member  of  Parliament  in  England  sells  himself,  it  is 
always  with  a  saving  clause :  there  are  things  he  will  not  do^ 
and  which  he  never  w  ill  be  asked  to  do ;  but  a  member  of  Par- 
liament in  Ireland  who  sells  himself  (as  they  all  do,  or  wish  to 
do)  is,  politically  siK^aking,  damned  without  reserve;  tlie  con- 
dition of  his  bargain  Is  to  surrender  his  countiy  for  ever  to  the 
mercy  of  England.  I  do  not  here  speak  of  your  liberties,  for, 
in  that  respect,  the  people  of  England  are  nearly  &s  badly  off  as 
yourselves ;  but  in  tlie  name  of  God,  consider  how  this  connec- 
tion affects  your  inteirsts,  and  see  how  absolutely  and  utterly 
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cUOerent  your  condition  is  from  theirs  in  that  respect.   He 
commerce  of  England  is  protected  and  chcrislied  and  fostered 
by  the  Government    On  a  question  of  trade,  all  consideration 
of  party  vanisli ;  every  man,  whatever  be  his  jiolitical  deiin- 
quency,  is  alike  eager  to  foi-ward  any  measure  which  promises 
to  be  beneficial,  and  even  the  most  abject  slaves  in  the  English 
House  of  Commons  are  honest  upon  that  score.    But  how  is  it 
with  tlie  prostitutes  of  tlie  Irish  House  of  Commons  P  The  indis« 
pensable  requisite,  the  fundamental  principle  of  tlieir  bargain, 
I  repeat  it,  is  the  sacrifice  of  tiieir  country  to  the  avarice  and 
umbition  of  England.    I  appeal  with  confidence  to  your  own 
unvarying  experience  to  determine  whether,  in  Ireland,  tiiere 
be  any  road  to  preferment  other  than  an  implitit  deference  to 
the  will  of  tiie  English  Minister.    Is  any  man  promoted,  or 
will  any  man  ever  be  promoted  to  power  or  station,  at  least 
while  the  connection  holds,  because  he  is,  or  is  even  suspected 
to  be  ilie  friend  of  his  country?   Would  not  such  a  suspicion 
(^rate  infallibly  to  his  exclusiony  And  hence  it  is,  that  it  is 
impossible,  under  the  present  system,  tliat  you  ever  can  have  an 
honest  Government,  because  the  English  Minister,  who  names 
your  rulers,  will  be  sure  to  exact  from  tliem  such  conditions  and 
engagements  as  no  honest  Irisliman  can  by  possibility  submit  to^ 
and  consequently  none  but  knaves  and  sycophants,  who  are  rea- 
dy, without  scruple,  to  take  this  abominable  covenant,  can  fill 
place  or  office ;  it  is  not  so  in  England,  because  there,  as  I  have 
ali'cady  said,  the  essential  intere^sts  of  the  nation  are  equally  the 
object  of  all  parties,  and  a  man  may  accept  a  situation  in  the 
Government  without  sacrificing  his  integrity  or  his  reputation ; 
but  I  defy  any  man  to  tiike  a  share  in  the  nieasui*es  of  the  Irish 
Government,  witliout  a  total  surrender  of  all  principle  and  cha- 
racter as  an  Irishman.   Number,  I  beseech  you,  your  tyrants ; 
coasider  the  most  virulent  of  your  oppi*essors,  man  by  man ; 
review  the  whole  of  their  political  cai-eer,  and  sec  what  are  tlie 
means  whereby  they  have  become  your  rulere.    Have  tliey  any 
other  merit  than  that  of  blind  submission  to  the  will  of  England, 
and  a  profligate  eagerness  to  sacrifice  the  very  existence  of  Ire- 
land to  her  arbitrary  will  and  pleasure?  Turn  then  to  those  who 
call  themselves  your  patriots,  and  see  whether  they  are  not  es- 
sentially as  much  your  enemies,  and  as  ready  to  prostrate  you 
lAid  themselves  at  the  feet  of  your  tyrant,  as  the  most  impudent 
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and  abandoned  of  Iter  acknowledged  hirclmgs.  Do  you  not  go 
to  your  legislature,  as  to  a  comedy,  to  be  amused  by  the  talents 
of  tiie  actors,  well  knowing  the  part  which  each  is  to  play,  and 
what  is  to  be  the  catastrophe  of  the  piece  P  Can  you  not,  on  every 
question  of  imiwrtance,  determine  before  hand  with  precision 
how  ever>'  individual  will  vote,  and  upon  what  motives?  Do 
you  believe,  on  your  honor  and  conscience,  that  you  could  find 
ten  men  in  your  entire  Legislature  wlio  act  upon  conviction  or 
principle?  Is  not  making  your  laws,  as  much  a  trade  as  making 
your  shoes,  and  not  the  thousandth  part  so  honest  or  respectable? 
And  if  all  tliis  be  so,  what  kind  of  administration  is  tliat  under 
which  you  groan,  for  a  bi*a^  e,  a  sagacious,  and  an  enlightened 
people  with  warm  hearts,  with  quick  feelings,  and  with  strong 
resentments? 

But  I  waste  time  in  dwelling  on  grievances  and  abuses  which 
you  all  know  and  feel.  The  difficulty  in  enumerating  tlie  suf- 
ferings of  Ireland,  is  not  wliat  to  choose,  but  wliat  to  reject ;  so 
many  abominations  crowd  at  once  upon  my  mind,  and  ever}'  one 
more  atrocious  than  tlie  other.  Let  me  turn  from  a  subject  so 
disgusting  in  all  points  of  view,  as  your  actual  Grovemment, 
and  contemplate  the  brilliant  prospect  which  lies  before  us,  the 
promised  land  of  liberty  and  happiness,  to  secure  tlie  possession 
of  which,  we  have  but  to  act  with  Ihe  spirit  of  men,  and  to  pro- 
fit of  the  great  occasion  which  Providence  has  at  lengtli  afford- 
ed us.  We  have  now  the  means,  in  the  first  place,  to  break  that 
execrable  slaver}',  by  which,  under  the  more  plausible,  name  of 
connection,  we  have  been  chuned  for  six  hundred  years  at  the 
ftet  of  England  ;  we  have  in  our  liands  independence  for  our 
country,  the  first  blessing  of  nations,  and  liberty  for  ourselves^ 
without  which  life  is  not  wortli  preserving ;  we  shall  no  longer 
be  dragged  perpetually  from  tlie  line  of  our  obvious  interests  by 
the  overbearing  attraction  of  our  tyrant,  nor  forced  to  run  and 
prostrate  ourselves  at  the  feet  of  an  English  Minister,  to  obtain 
his  permission  to  regulate  the  concerns  of  our  country.  The 
aristocracy  of  Ireland,  which  exists  only  by  our  slavery,  and  b 
maintained  in  its  pomp  and  splendor  by  tlie  sale  of  our  lives, 
libertieB,  and  properties,  will  tumble  in  tlie  dust ;  the  people 
will  be  no  longer  mocked  with  a  vain  appearance  of  a  Parlia- 
nent,  Oiver  whi(;h  tliey  have  neither  influence  nor  contral.  In- 
fltBMl  of  a  King  representing  himself,  a  House  of  Lords  repiv- 
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senting  tiioiiiscl  ves,  and  a  House  of  Commons  iTiiivscnting  tlicm- 
wlves,  wo  shall  have  a  ^ise  and  honest  Legislatui*e,  diosen  bjr 
the  people,  whom  they  will  indeed  ivjiresent  and  whose  inter- 
est, even  for  their  own  sakes,  they  will  mast  strenuously  sup- 
port   Our  ammieire  will  he  free,  our  arts  encouraged,  our 
manufactures  protected  :  for  our  enemie.s  will  he  no  longer  our 
law-makers.    The  benches  of  our  Legislature  will  no  longer 
groim  under  the  load  of  placemen  and  iKMisioners.  the  hirelings 
of  foreign  power,  and  the  heti-ayei-s  of  our  counti-y  :  we  shall 
have  upright  Judges  to  administer  the  laws,  for  the  road  to  the 
judgment  seat  will  no  longer  be  through  the  mire  of  Parlia- 
mentary corruption :  we  shall  have  honest  juries  to  determine 
on  our  liberties  ])roperties.  and  lives*  for  the  Crown  will  no 
longer  nominate  our  sheriffs  on  the  reconmiendation  of  this  or 
that  grandee :  the  host  of  useless  offices,  multiplied  without  cnd^ 
for  die  purposes  of  corruption,  will  be  ainiihilated,  and  men  will 
be  made  hereafter  for  places,  and  not  places  for  men :  the  bur- 
dens of  the  people  will  be  lightened,  for  it  will  be  no  longer  tiie 
custom  to  buy  majorities  in  Parliament ;  the  taxes  which  will 
be  hereafter  levied,  will  be  honestly  applied  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  state,  the  regulation  of  commerce,  the  support  of  a  constitu- 
tional army,  the  fonnation  of  a  navy,  tlie  making  of  roads,  the 
cutting  canals,  the  oiiening  mines,  the  deepening  our  barborsv 
and  calling  into  activity  the  native  energy  of  the  land.   Instead 
of  the  state  of  daily  suicide  wherein  Ireland  now  exists*  her  re- 
sources will  at  length  be  actively  employetl  for  her  interest  and 
her  glorv*.  Admission  to  tlie  Legislature  will  be  no  longer  to  b% 
purchased  by  money,  and  the  execrable  system  of  jobbing*  flo 
long  our  disgrace  and  ruin,  will  be  forever  destroyed.   The 
trade  of  Parliament  will  fail,  and  your  boroughmongers  become 
bankrupts.    Your  peasantry  will  be  no  longer  seen  in  rags  and 
misery ;  their  complaints  will  be  examined*  and  tiieir  suiiferings 
i*emoved ;  instead  of  the  barbaraus  policy  which  has  so  long 
kept  them  in  want  and  ignorance,  it  will  be  the  interest*  as  well 
as  the  duty  of  a  national  Govci-nment,  to  redress  their  griev- 
ances, and  to  enlighten  their  minds.    The  unnatural  union  be- 
tween church  and  state,  which  has  degraded  religion  into  an 
engine  of  policy*  will  be  dissolved.  Tythea,  tiie  pest  of  agriod- 
tHre,  will  be  abolished ;  the  memory  of  religioiiB  dlseenmae 
•vill  be  losty  when  no  sect  shall  have  an  exclusive  right  to  goma 
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their  fellow  citizens.  Each  sect  will  maintain  its  own  clergy, 
and  no  citizen  will  be  disrranchised  for  worshipping  God  ac- 
cording to  liis  conscience.  To  say  all  in  one  word,  Ireland  shall 
be  independent.  AVe  shall  be  a  nation,  not  a  province ;  citizens, 
not  slaves.  Every  man  shall  i*ank  in  the  state  according  to 
his  merit  and  his  talents.  Our  commerce  shall  extend  into  the 
four  quartei-s  of  the  globe ;  our  flag  shall  be  seen  on  the  ocean ; 
our  name  shall  be  known  among  tlie  nations ;  and  wc  shall  at 
length  assume  tliat  sbition,  for  which  God  and  natui-c  liave  de- 
signed us. 

I  feel  that  I  am  pmving  an  sixiom.  Can  any  honest  man  for 
a  moment  doubt  tliat  an  inde[)cn(lent  nation  will  better  I'cgulate 
her  own  concerns,  tlian  if  she  were  subjugated  to  another  cmin- 
try  whose  interest  it  is  to  oppress  her  ?  I  will,  tiierefoi'e.  as- 
sume as  a  fact,  that  indeix^ndencc  is  an  object  of  the  Iiighest 
possible  advantage  to  Ireland,  and  I  will  briefly  consider  what 
are  the  weighty  motives,  for  weighty,  indeed,  they  must  be, 
which  have  thus  long  induced  her  to  forego  so  great  a  bleasing 
and  to  remain  in  humble  subjection  to  England.  The  fli-st  and 
most  striking,  and,  in  fact,  tlie  true  i*eason,  is  tlie  dread  of  risk- 
ing a  contest  witli  a  power  which  we  are  habituated  to  look 
upon  as  our  superior.  Every  man  agrees  tliat  independence  is 
a  good  tiling,  if  it  could  be  had,  but  dreads  to  hazard  tlie  little 
be  eiyoys  in  surety  for  tlie  speculation  of  a  greater  benefit,  tlie 
acquisiticm  of  which  is  remote,  and  attended  with  unceKainty 
and  danger. 

Not  to  dwell  upon  tlie  pusillanimity  of  this  mode  of  reason- 
ing, the  first  answer  I  have  to  give,  is  conclusive.  It  is  no  long- 
er a  matter  of  choice;  we  must  take  our  party  on  the  instant 
and  decidedly ;  we  have  now  all  we  wanted :  allies,  arms,  and 
ammunition;  stores,  artillery,  disciplined  troops,  the  best  and 
bravest  in  Europe,  besides  the  countless  tliousands  of  our  own 
brave  and  hardy  peasantry  who  will  flock  to  the  standard  of 
ibeir  country.  The  sword  is  drawn,  tlie  Rubicon  is  passed,  and 
we  have  no  retreat ;  there  remains  now  no  alternative ;  if  we 
were  even  inclined,  we  could  not  return  to  the  state  in  which 
we  were  three  montlis  ago.  We  must  conquer  England  and 
her  adherentB,  if  any  yet  she  has  among  ourselves,  or  they  will 
GonqoeruSf  and  then  vtfie  vic/u/  Totlie  brave  ami  honest  ma- 
jority of  my  ooontrymen,  who  are  ready  to  sacrifice  their  Uvea 
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for  the  independence  of  Ireland,  I  do  not  now  address  myself; 
but  to  those  timid  and  cautious  speculators  who  may  hang  back* 
and  wait  upon  contingencies,  and  fluctuate  and  balance,  before 
ther  choose  their  paity.  To  such  men*  and  I  hope  at  this  glo- 
rious period  few  such  will  be  found,  I  appeal:  and  I  desire 
tiiem,  even  for  tlieir  own  sakes,  to  consider,  tliat,  in  a  war  like 
that  wherein  we  are  now  engaged,  tliere  is  no  neutrality ;  we 
fight  for  our  libciiies,  dearer  far  tlian  life,  and,  in  such  a  con- 
test he  that  is  not  with  tlie  people,  is  against  them ;  liim  we  do 
not  find  in  tlie  ranks  we  must  hold  as  an  enemy,  and  an  enemy 
in  the  highest  degree,  a  deserter  and  a  traitor  to  his  ctnintiy. 
If  any  man  dreads  the  issue  of  the  contest,  it  is.  notwitlistand- 
ing,  the  inteiTst,  as  it  is  tlie  duty,  of  even  that  man  to  come 
forward  in  the  defence  of  the  common  cause ;  fen*  it  is  only  in 
the  possibility  of  disunion  among  ourselves,  that  England  can 
form  tlie  slightest  hope  of  success  in  the  contest 

If  she  sees  all  ranks  and  description  of  IrishmcB  united  and 
determined,  she  will  balance,  alter  the  experience  of  America 
and  France,  before  slie  will  engage  in  a  third  cmsade  against 
the  liberties  of  an  entire  nation*  The  sure  way  to  avert  the  ca* 
lamities  of  war  from  our  country,  is,  to  show  we  are  to  a  man 
i^esolved  to  face  them  with  courage ;  or,  if  war  must  be,  the 
infallible  means  to  ensure  its  speedy  and  glorious  termination^ 
is  to  bring  to  bear  on  our  enemy  tlie  consolidated  force  of  tho 
entire  nation.  In  the  present  crisis  it  is,  therefore,  the  int»«s(« 
even  of  the  most  cautious  man,  to  step  forward  in  flie  Gause  of 
his  countr}',  unless  he  prefers  to  sacrifice  his  pnqperty,  his  ho- 
m»*,  perhaps  his  existence,  to  his  fears ;  for^  I  again  repeat  iff 
tn  a  war  far  our  tibertieSf  rot  can  admit  of  no  neitiraUiff. 

A  generous  mind  is  not  deterred  from  a  gloriooB  pnnuit  be- 
cause it  is  attended  with  danger.  It  is  our  duty  to  hazard  eve- 
ry tiling  when  the  object  is  the  independence  of  our  native  lamiy 
were  our  enemy  even  nKn«  powerful  than  she  has  been  describ- 
ed, or  we  have  been  used  to  conceive  her.  But  let  us  q^proach 
iSoB  gigantic  figure  by  which  we  have  hem  so  long  kept  in  awc^ 
attd  see  whether  our  own  a^rehensions,  as  well  as  Ac  artifiotf 
«r  oiir  oppreasmsy  have  not  magnified  tiie  object  of  our  ftanb 
TiM  En|^  fleet  is  veiy  fimudable,  but  we  have  littk  od»- 
BMrce^  and,  daring  the  Aort  oontimiaiioe  of  the  war^  wtt  em 
HMirilliit;  ft  liiot flrani  a ah^  will  not  kill «  nyn  a «MV^ 
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tier  of  a  mile  from  the  shore*  and  we  ha\'e  no  occasion  to  go  up- 
on the  seas  to  meet  tliem.  But  either  I  am  much  deceived  or  it 
will  be  found  that,  so  far  from  England  being  formidable  by  her 
fleet,  it  is  there  she  will  be  found  most  vulnerable.  Who  are  tJiey 
that  man  their  vessels?  Two-thirds  of  them  are  Irishmen ;  and 
will  those  brave  and  gallant  felloe's,  thousands  of  whom  have 
been  pressed,  and  the  rest  driven  by  famine  into  her  service, 
will  they,  I  say,  be  ready  to  turn  their  arm^  against  their  na- 
tive land,  against  their  fatliers,  their  brothers,  their  ^ives,  their 
children,  and  tlieir  friends?  It  is  not  to  be  supposed ;  besides 
that,  we  have  in  our  Iiands  tlie  means  to  secure  their  co-opera- 
tion in  the  glorious  contest  wherein  we  are  engaged,  and  in 
due  season,  it  w  ill  be  seen  tliat  we  want  neither  the  skill  nor 
the  spirit  to  employ  them* 

What  1  have  said  of  the  navy,  applies,  in  a  great  degree,  to 
flie  army  of  England ;  if  she  is  determined  to  make  war  upon 
us  she  will  not  venture  to  do  it  with  native  troops,  for  there  are 
too  many  Irish  in  the  ranks ;  she  must,  therefore,  do  it  with  fo- 
reign mercenaries,  if  she  can  find  the  means  to  land  them :  but 
tliose  mercenaries  are  not  to  be  had  witliout  money,  and  I  en- 
treat you  to  consider  what  will  be  the  effect  of  a  war  wifli  Ire- 
land uf  .m  her  finances,  Foui*  hundred  millions  of  debt  is  no 
slight  burden,  and  tlie  Minister  may  not  always  find  lenders. 
It  Is  no  secret  that  he  is,  at  this  moment,  in  considerable  diffi- 
culty, and  I  take  it  for  granted  we  shall  not  be  so  mad  as  to 
port  with  a  shilling  of  English  property  until  our  liberty  is  es- 
tablished ;  but  supposing  he  can  even  find  money,  money  will 
not  do  every  thing ;  the  gold  of  Cartilage  did  not  save  her  from 
flw  iron  of  Rome,  and  I  doubt  whether,  in  the  present  contest, 
flw  bank  paper  of  England  will  be  found  more  efficacious. 

But  granting  she  is  formidable ;  so  are  we ;  if  she  is  near  us, 
wt  are  near  her ;  our  people  are  brave,  and  hardy,  and  poor ; 
we  are  not  debauched  by  luxury  and  sloth ;  we  are  used  to  toil 
and  fiitigoe,  and  scanty  lining ;  our  miseries,  for  which  we  have 
to  thank  England,  have  well  prepared  us  to  throw  off  her  yoke. 
We  can  dispense  with  feather  beds,  with  roast  beef,  and  strong 
beer;  war»  if  it  makes  any  change  in  tiie  diet  of  our  peasants, 
mart  cbange  it  for  the  better ;  they  may,  in  that  case,  taste  meat 
and  bready  ddicacies  to  them,  and  which  a  great  majority  of 
iliem  seldom  see ;  our  soil  and  our  climate  we  can  well  support : 
Voj;.  II— S7 
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mr  can  sifep  in  our  bogs,  where  our  enemies  will  rot,  and  subsist 
on  our  raoantains.  where  they  will  8tar\^  We  fight  upon  prin- 
ciple and  for  our  liberties :  they  fight  because  they  are  ordered 
to  do  90 :  we  are  at  home ;  tliey  are  in  an  enemy's  country. 
Under  these  circumstances,  and  especially  with  a  just  and  right- 
eous cause,  he  must  be  timid  indeed  who  could  doubt  of  success. 

England,  witti  Ireland  at  her  back,  is  undoubtedly  formida- 
ble :  England,  ^ith  Ireland  neuter,  is  still  respectable ;  but 
England,  ^ith  Ireland  in  arms  against  her,  I  do  not  de- 
spair of  .«eeing  humbled  with  the  dast.  Add  to  what  I  have 
said,  the  discnntents  which  exist  even  in  her  own  bosom,  and 
wlkith  every  year*s  continuance  of  the  war  will  increase ;  re* 
nember  the  $tate  of  Scotland  two  years  since,  and  judge  wiie- 
ther  <he  may  not  seize  tlie  present  great  occasion,  and,  likeour- 
<eh  es.  asQMTt  her  ancient  independence ;  see  tlie  mighty  Frencli 
Republic.  Spain,  and  Holland,  uiuted  against  her,  and  friendly  to 
Ireland,  and  then  decide  wliich  of  us  has  most  to  dread  finmi  the 
other. 

I  lea\  e  this  point,  the  discussion  of  which  is  only  necessary 
fi^r  timid  souls,  and  I  come  to  another,  addressed  to  those  of  a 
more  generous  stamp.  It  may  be  said  that  we  are  inddited  to 
Englaml  for  protection  from  our  enemies,  and  fliat  we  are,  of 
I'dursc.  biMind.  in  gratitude  and  honor,  not  to  desert  lier  in  the 
hour  of  difficultv-.  If  this  argument  were  founded  in  fact,  I  should 
be  a<hamed  to  offer  a  sv  liable  against  it,  for,  with  nations,  as 
witii  individuals,  I  esteem  honor  the  first  of  all  objects,  and  no 
consideration  of  convenience  or  interest  should  be  suffiered,  Ibr 
an  instant,  to  stand  against  it.  But  in  God's  name,  who  are 
the  enemies  against  whom  we  are  protected  by  England?  With 
what  one  nation  on  eartli  ha\T  we  a  shadow  of  diflbrenoe?  Of 
what  people  existing  have  we  reason  to  complain,  ezoept  Eng- 
land herself?  It  is  true,  indeed,  that,  by  this  baneful  connection, 
which,  in  a  thousand  shapes,  presents  itself  for  the  destmctioQ 
of  our  interests,  we  are  dragged,  as  reluctant  parties,  into  every 
war  wherein  her  ambition  or  her  avarice  indoces  her  toembariL ; 
we  are  forced  to  forego,  for  tlie  time,  tiie  modicom  of  commeroe 
we  possess ;  we  are  loaded  vith  taxes ;  oar  people  are  presnd 
for  seamen,  or  listed  for  soldiers,  to  light  the  btttUes  of  Eag- 
land,  in  the  event  of  which  we  ha\-e  no  possible  interest,  nnhii^ 
Meed,  it  be  oar  interest  to  bedefbated,  fbr  die  pnMperitj  of 
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En^and  has  ever  been  the  depreasioii  of  Ireland.  In  this  very 
vary  which  she  has.  in  her  pride  and  folly,  waged  against  the 
French  Republic,  we  have  supplied  not  less  than  t\k'o  hundred 
thousand  of  our  gallant  countrrmen  to  combat  against  our  most 
essential  interests ;  and  this  is  the  protection  for  which  \^'e  are 
to  be  (^teliil!  If  a  man  sets  my  house  on  fire  first,  even  though 
he  should  afterwards  succeed  in  extinguishing  it,  am  I  to  be 
grateful  to  such  a  man?  If  a  man  drags  me  into  a  quarrel  for  his 
Interests,  wherein  I  ha^-e  nothing  to  do,  am  I  to  thank  him, 
even  fliough,  by  our  joint  exerticHiSv  I  escape  with  my  life«  after 
receiving  a  sound  beating,  and  losing  a  great  part  of  my  pro- 
perty? See,  then,  whether  the  protection  of  England  differs,  in 
any  respect,  from  the  cases  I  have  just  mentioned.  The  truth 
and  fact  is,  it  is  we  that  protect  England ;  it  is  our  provisions 
that  victual  her  navy ;  it  is  our  seamen  who  man  her  fleets,  and 
our  soldiers  who  fill  her  amUes ;  this  is  solid,  substantial  pro- 
tection, and  now  that  we  are  at  last  about  to  separate  from  her 
forever,  she  will  soon  experimentally  foel,  to  her  irrecoverable 
loss,  which  of  tiie  two  nations  it  is  that  has  thus  long  protected 
the  other. 

Independent  of  the  consideration  that  this  argument  is  a  cow- 
ardly one,  (for,  what  Irishman,  what  Irishwoman  would,  in  the 
hour  of  danger,  seek  shelter  under  the  arm  of  an  Englishman?) 
it  involves  a  gross  fallacy,  inasmuch  as  it  presumes  that,  with- 
out the  protection  of  England,  wc  could  not  exist  It  is  true 
that,  at  this  hour,  we  have  not  a  navy ;  neither  should  wc  ever 
have  one  to  tiie  end  of  time,  if  the  connection  with  England  were 
80  long  to  continue ;  but  the  moment  that  our  independence  is 
established,  and  the  resources  of  our  country  implied,  not  to  de- 
bauch and  anrupt  our  rulers  to  sacrifice  our  dearest  interests, 
but  to  cherish  and  bring  out  the  inborn  energy  of  the  land,  wo 
diall  soon  see  an  Irish  navy  on  the  ocean ;  we  shall  look  for  pro- 
tection only  to  God,  and  our  own  courage.  We  have  means  far 
bqrond  those  of  half  the  independent  states  of  Europe,  of  Den- 
■aric,  of  Sweden,  of  Portugal,  of  Naples,  of  Sardinia.  Who  at 
flJa  hour  protects  America?  Who  protects  Switxerland  ?  The 
ooaunoii  interest  of  Europe  protects  the  one,  the  valor  of  her 
peoffe  tlie  other.  We  unite,  in  our  case,  both  circumstances. 
When  we  have  once  broken  the  yoke  of  England,  do  not  believe 
that  015  maiitiiw  powcm  will  ever  see  us  return  to  our  bondage ; 
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if  even  our  means  wore  insufficient  for  our  protection,  (wliicli  I 
II ill  never  admits)  we  should  speedily  find  allies;  and,  I  pro- 
sume.  Xheve  is  liardlj  to  be  found  an  Inshman  who  so  little  re- 
spects his  country*,  or  himself,  as  to  doubt  tliat^  with  her  own 
resources,  and  the  assistance  of  France,  Simin,  and  Holland, 
Ireland  is  abundantly  competent  to  her  own  pi*otection* 

There  is  only  one  argument  more  which  suggests  itself  to  my 
mind,  in  support  of  our  dependance  up(m  England,  and  that  is, 
that  the  condition  of  Ireland  is,  latterly,  much  improved,  and, 
theivfiire,  we  should  not  desire  a  change. 

I  admit  our  condition  is  improved,  and  why?  In  1779,  wlien 
England  was  emhan'assed  by  her  frantic  crusade  against  Amer- 
ica, we  extorted  fnim  her  necessities  the  extension  of  our  trade ; 
this  was  a  great  impi*ovement,  but  is  it  the  connection  with  Eng- 
land we  are  to  thank  for  that  ?  So  far  from  it,  tliat  the  first  im- 
provement in  our  nmdition  was  tlie  step  wc  tlien  made  towards 
inde|)endonce.  In  1782,  wc  broke  another,  and  a  weighty 
-link  of  the  chain  which  bound  us  to  England,  by  establishing 
our  exclusive  right  to  legislate  for  ourselves ;  this  was  also  a 
great  improvement  in  our  condition,  inasmuch  as  it  placed  us  a 
step  farther  from  England,  we  had  then  the  means  to  be  honest, 
if  our  legislatoi-s  had  had  the  inclination,  and  if  we  have  not 
pmfited  of  tlie  advantage  "vi-e  then  obtained,  to  its  ful)  extent,  it 
is  because  we  yet  remained  too  near  our  enemy,  and  one  end  of 
our  chain  was  still  in  tlie  hands  of  the  despot  of  England.  In 
179.^3.  when  she  was  on  the  point  of  embarking  in  her  second 
rnisade  against  France,  the  union  of  the  Dissenters  and  Catho- 
lics took  place,  and  three  millions  of  Irishmen  were  restored, 
in  a  gi-eat  degree,  to  their  just  rights ;  this  was  flie  last  great 
improvement  in  our  condition,  and  of  tlie  very  highest  impor- 
tance, for,  by  making  us  at  length  one  people,  it  has  enabled  us, 
if  it  lie  not  our  own  fault,  to  throw  off  tlie  yoke  forever.  Thus 
it  apfiears.  that  every  step  tliat  we  have  made  towards  indepen- 
dence, has.  in  the  same  degree,  bettered  our  condition;  that  we 
ha\T  tit'cofiK*  prosperous,  as  we  hare  become  free ;  that  while 
we  wen-  bound  close  to  England,  we  were  poor  and  oiyrBgacd; 
that,  in  proportion  as  we  have  receded  from  her  banefid  influ- 
ence, we  have  risen  nearer  to  our  proper  level.  I  am  readjy 
therefore,  to  allow  fliis  argument  of  the  increasing  iiroBperity 
of  Ireland  its  fiiU  f<Mt:ey  buti  draw  therefrom  n  oonduiMi  vety 
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diflei*ent  from  tliose  who  advance  it  as  a  reason  for  our  remain- 
ing in  subjection  to  England.  For,  I  say,  that  if  the  imperfect 
shadow  of  inde|)endencc  we  have  enjoyed  for  the  last  seventeen 
years  has  ]}roduce<l.  as  all  pai*ties  will  acknowle-dge  it  has,  such 
beneficial  effects,  what  may  we  not  expect  from  a  full  and  com- 
plete enjoyment  of  actual,  national  independence,  when  the  pres- 
sure of  our  ancient  tyrant  is  once  removed,  and  we  are  left  at 
liberty  to  regulate  our  own  concerns,  to  study  our  own  interests, 
to  cultivate  our  means,  to  augment  our  resources,  to  profit  of 
our  natural  advantages,  in  a  word,  to  bring  into  play  all  tlie 
latent  energy  of  our  country,  ^<  that  noble  and  neglected  island^ 
**for  wliicli  Chd  has  done  so  much^  and  nian  so  little  ?^^ 

Look,  I  beseech  you,  to  America!  see  the  improvement  in  her 
condition,  since  she  so  nobly  asserted  her  independence,  on  a 
provocation  whicli,  when  set  beside  your  grievances,  is  not  even 
worthy  to  be  named.  Befo]*e  the  struggle^  she  too  was  flourish- 
ing in  a  degree  far  beyond  w  hat  you  have  ever  experienced ; 
England,  too,  was  then  infinitely  more  formidable,  in  every 
point  of  view,  than  at  this  hour ;  but  neither  tlio  fear  of  risquing 
die  enjoyments  she  actually  possessed,  nor  tlie  teiTor  of  the 
power  of  her  oppressors,  prevented  America  from  putting  all 
to  tlie  hazai'd,  and  despising  every  consideration  of  convenience 
or  of  danger  where  her  liberty  was  at  stake.  She  humbled  her 
tyrant  at  her  feet  and  see  how  she  has  been  rewarded !  contem- 
plate tlie  situation  of  America  before  and  since  her  independence, 
and  see  whether  every  motive  wiiich  actuated  her  in  the  contest, 
does  not  apply  to  you  witli  tenfold  force ;  compare  her  laws, 
compai'e  her  Govei*nmeiit  witli  yours,  if  I  must  call  that  a  Go- 
Temment  which  is,  indeed,  a  subversion  of  all  just  principle, 
and  a  total  destruction  of  tlie  ends  for  which  men  submit  to  be 
controlled,  and  see  whether  it  is  not  wortli  the  struggle  to  place 
yourselves  in  a  situation  equally  happy  as  hei*s,  for  yourselves, 
and  your  friends,  and  ten  times  more  formidable  for  your  ene- 
mies. 

I  have  now  done,  my  countrymen,  and  I  do  most  earnestly 
beseech  you,  as  Irishmen,  as  citizens,  as  husbands,  as  fathers, 
by  every  thing  most  dear  to  you,  to  consider  the  sacred  obliga- 
tion tiiat  you  are  called  upon  to  discharge,  to  emancipate  your 
countfy  from  a  foreign  yoke,  and  to  restore  to  liberty  your- 
^Ives  and  your  children :  look  to  your  own  resources,  look  to 
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those  of  your  friends,  look  to  tliose  of  your  enemiea ;  remem- 
ber tliat  you  must  instantly  decide  ;  remember  tiiat  you 
have  no  alternative  bet^^een  liberty  and  independence,  or 
slavery  and  submission ;  remember  the  wrongs  you  have  sus- 
tained fi-om  England  for  six  hundred  years,  and  the  implacable 
hatred,  or  still  more  insufferable  contempt*  which,  even  at  this 
moment*  she  feels  for  you :  look  to  tlie  nations  of  the  earth  eman- 
cipating themselves  around  you.  If  all  this  does  not  rouse  you* 
then  are  you,  indeed,  what  your  enemies  have  long  called  you* 
▲  BESOTTED  PEOPLE !  You  liave  now  arms  in  your  hands,  turn 
them  instantly  on  your  tyrants :  remember,  if  tliis  |;reat  crims 
escapes  you,  you  are  lost  forever,  and  Ireland  will  go  down  to 
postenty  branded  witli  that  infamy  of  which  the  history  of  the 
world  has,  hitherto^  for  the  honor  of  human  nature,  furnished  but 
oneinstance.  Tlie  Cappadocianshadonce  the  oBbr  of  liberty ;  tiiey 
rejected  it,  and  returned  to  their  chains.  Irishmen,  shall  it  be 
said  tliat  you  furnish  the  second,  and  more  disgraceful  instance? 
No,  my  countrymen,  you  will  embrace  your  liborly  with  trans- 
port, and,  for  your  chains,  you  will  ^<  hreak  them  on  ike  heade 
of  your  appreuors;**  you  will  sliew,  for  the  honor  of  Ireland, 
that  you  have  botli  sensibility  to  feel,  and  courage  to  resent, 
and  means  to  revenge  your  wrongs :  one  short,  one  gimious 
effort,  and  your  liberty  is  established.  Now,  or  keveb  !  xroWf 


AND  FOREVER  ! 


ADDRESS  TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  IRELAND. 


People  of  Ireland  :  Witii  a  most  fertile  soil,  rich  in  popo* 
htioiiy  and  in  every  natural  blessing  which  can  give  happinessp 
and  ought  to  diffuse  wealth,  your  country  has,  for  ages,  been 
longed  into  all  tiie  wretchedness  of  poverty,  at  the  contempla- 
tion of  which,  humanity  shudders. 

To  what  malignant  influence  can  tiiis  be  ascribed,  if  not  to 
the  tyrannical  dominion  of  a  country  which  avails  itself  of  a 
pretended  relationship^  in  order  to  monopolize  your  trade,  and 
whose  Government  widi  respect  to  you,  has  always  proved  the 
most  flagrant  despotism? 

From  the  first  invasion  of  your  island  by  the  English,  till 
flie  epocha  of  their  Revolution,  when  they  changed  one  despot 
tar  another,  let  its  circumstances  alter  as  they  would,  you  were 
ever  marked  out  as  the  devoted  victims  of  its  ambitious  system. 
When  you  remained  attached  to  the  family  of  tii«)  Stuarts,  how 
were  you  treated  by  tiie  English  Republican  faction  ?  and  when 
it  ]^eased  the  English  to  restore  that  fScunily  to  the  crown,  how 
was  the  fidelity  of  the  Irish  recompensed  ?  Did  not  flie  son  es- 
teblish  the  very  persons  who  had  pursued  his  &ther  to  death, 
in  the  possession  of  the  property  of  those  vdio  had  died  in  his 
service  ?  When  England  dismissed  the  second  James,  a  more 
jwt  conception  of  tiieir  own  interest  than  has  ever  yet 
Irish  politics,  seems  to  have  been  adopted ;  for  tiiey  gKve 
tn  asylum ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  care  of  the  English  to 
destroy  every  record  of  tlie  Parliament  held  by  him  in  Dublin, 
OMui^  still  exists  to  prove  that  their  object  was,  the  uulfpfii- 
im»  of  ttdamiL  This  Parliament  was  composed  of  Catholics, 
and  deariy  iias  their  overthrow  cost  the  nation.    A  timid  King, 


.•w 


296  APPENDIX  TO  PART  II. 

leading  a  fILsuiiited  people,  still  soi*e  with  mutual  injustice^  fell 
an  easy  sacrifice  to  Britain :  and  every  year  has  added  to  the 
weight  of  thase  penal  laws,  which  enslaved  the  people  almost  to 
brutality.  The  Catholics,  however,  were  not  the  only  sufferers. 
The  Presbyterians  weix?  also  includetl  in  several  disqualifying 
statutes,  because  their  sentiments  were  free,  and  their  race  Re- 
publican. They  wei*e.  therefoi'e.  held  up  as  scarecrows  against 
republicanism  to  the  loyal  Catholics^  whilst  tlie  monarchial 
Catholic  was  exiiihited  to  tlie  Dissenter  as  tlie  advocate  of  des- 
IKitism.  Thus  mutual  hatred  and  disti*ust  were  excited  to  keep 
tlieni  both  more  easily  under  subjection  ;  and  the  reign  of  su- 
pei-stition  and  fanaticism  pi-olonged,  to  foment  divisions. 

£ngi*ossed  then  by  intestine  broils,  the  Irish  did  not  think  of 
opposing  their  common  enemy,  till  at  lengtii  the  radiance  of 
tlie  French  Revolution  disjielled  tlie  cloud,   and  each  pArty 
viewing  the  other  thixHigh  a  new  medium,  tlie  Catholic  became 
the  friend  of  the  Pi'esby  terian ;  and  the  Presbyterian,  mom  ac- 
customed to  political  discussion,  the  steady  advocate  for  tlio 
rights  of  the  Catholic,  on  the  broad  basis  of  natural  justice. 
The  people  began  to  be  enlighteneil  by  these  forcible  aj^eab  to 
common  sense :  and  tyranny  trembled  on  its  tlirone,  until  cor- 
ruption came  to  its  assistance.    Givat  praise  has  been  given^ 
particulai'ly  at  this  period,  where  very  little  was  merited,  on 
accoimt  of  the  relaxation  of  the  |)enal  code ;  as  if  it  were  a 
benefit  done  to  the  people  to  repeal  laws  so  disgraceful  to  hu- 
manity, that  there  were  ver>'  few  of  tliem  wiiich  the  softened 
spirit  of  tlie  times  would  permit  to  be  mentioned,  much  lesB  ex- 
ecuted, according  to  the  letter :  but  in  what  respect  has  tbia  re- 
laxation, produced  by  the  natural  melioration  of  mannerst  which 
directs  the  progress  of  public  opinion,  benefitted  the  peaaant  ? 
Does  he  find  the  Catholic  landlord  more  easy  to  deal  withy  and 
less  exorbitant  in  his  demands  tlian  lie  found  tiie  Protestant  ? 
or,  does  the  Catliolic  magistrate  distribute  justice  more  impar- 
tially for  being  of  the  same  persuasion  ?    Have  tythea  been 
abolished  or  regulated  ?    Has  tiie  heartli  money  collector  paw- 
fd  by  the  poor  man*s  cottage,  where  tiiere  was  not  the  lozniy 
of  a  rliimncy  to  demand  his  entrance  ?   Have  the  manufiM^tiirBa 
of  the  country  been  encouraged  and  protected  ?  Where  then  are 
the  vaunted  fiivors  yielded  by  tlie  English  to  damp  the  rattn- 
fliasm  for  liberty,  ^at  is  spreading  itself  throughoiit  Europe  i 
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Is  not  their  present  conduct,  on  the  contrary,  only  a  continua- 
tion of  tiie  system  adopted  by  the  British  faction  that  presides 
in  Ireland,  the  annihilation  of  which  is  necessary  to  save  a  peo- 
ple, whose  talents  and  spirit  have  ever  been  bowed  down  by  the 
short-sighted  policy  of  an  invidious  neighbor.  Always  thrown 
into  tlie  back  gi-ound  us  subordinate,  your  very  individual  value 
as  men  has  only  been  known  when  you  fought  the  battles  of  Eng- 
land* and  conquei*ed  for  your  task  masters,  or  when  your  un- 
fortunate outcast  sons,  fell  covered  with  wounds  in  the  ranks  of 
foreign  armies? 

Libert}',  equality,  and  independence,  are  within  your  reach. 
Lose  not  the  golden  moment  Seize  upon  independence,  and 
every  good  will  follow.  Let  every  man,  rich  and  poor,  possess 
his  rights  by  equal  la^-s,  and  be  obliged  to  perform  the  duties 
of  a  citizen:  then  will  commence  the  reign  of  true  equality,  and 
talents  and  industry  having  fair  sc^pe,  the  aristocracy  fostered 
by  English  tyranny  will  insensibly  be  undermined.  Boused 
by  the  voice  of  i*eason,  tiiat  is  making  itself  heard  in  the  worldi 
will  tlie  mass  of  the  Irish  nation  still  bear  the  yoke  which  is 
dragging  their  friends  and  neighbors  to  America*  in  search  of 
a  Sfiot  of  uncultivated  land  and  freedom,  when,  by  a  little  exer- 
tion, they  may  become  tvce  and  prosperous  at  home?  No!  it 
cannot  be;  Irishmen  are  brave,  generous,  and  determined. 
Courage  and  prudence  will  establish  independence,  liberty,  and 
equality,  in  their  native  soil^  under  the  shade  of  their  own  moun- 
tains. 

The  French  Republic  has  risen  abo^-e  still  greater  difficulties. 
Despots  have  attempted  its  overthrow ;  but  disappointed  in  their 
Tiews,  now  tremble  at  its  strength.  France,  in  declaring  war  to 
tyrants,  offers  you  alliance  and  assistance,  for  where  could  it 
find  a  more  oppressed  people  ?  And  will  you  still  remain  the 
fliave  of  a  power,  that  for  seven  centuries  has  availed  itself  of 
all  yonr  vigor,  to  man  its  fleets  and  to  recruit  its  armies,  to 
protect  a  commerce  in  which  you  are  not  permitted  to  share  f 
Will  yon  not  rather  raise  your  drooping  head,  and  enable  your 
€oantry  to  rank  again  as  a  nation,  amongst  tlie  nations  of  Eu- 
rqie?  Rescue  it  from  oblivion  or  contempt  Assert  the  rights 
of  man,  and  secure  the  possession  of  those  rights,  by  establish- 
ing a  repr€$entaHve  Ugislaturc^  the  only  legitimate  Govwnment ; 
Vox.  II.— 38 
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tmi  Arv  ■■  afllaacc  vitk  the  Rrpublic  of  France,  to  promotr 
>uwroMHKrcialiiitrmt.  whilst  mniinning  your  independence. 

'!'«  kwi  vm  to  Ibrm  this  remlutioii,  it  is  only  nereflrary  to 
Mm  Taorancntion  towards  your  wrongs,  and  to  arouse  }'oa  ttom 
the  stapor  that  perpetuates  them,  and  unmans  youneh-es :  it  is 
aaBrient  to  appeal  to  rcamn.  biinging  fomard  truttis  that  are 
Ml  to  mforre  its  arguments.  From  tlie  time  of  the  desrent  of 
the  English,  during  tlie  reign  of  Henry  the  Second,  until  the 
present  moment,  it  lias  ever  hern  tlie  policy  of  Britun.  to  excite 
animoHities  and  encourage  jealousies  amongst  the  inhabitants  of 
Irelanil,  in  order  more  effectually  to  Rerure  to  itself  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  your  natural  advantages.  Not  allotted  to  live  under 
the  protection  of  the  laws  of  the  country,  which  assumed  a  do- 
minion over  you,  your  very  existence  has  been  undervalued.  The 
accidental  killing  of  an  Englishman  waspuniHlied  bydeatb,  on 
tlie  Irish  culprit;  whilst  the  penalty  incurred  by  tlic  muider  of 
an  Irishman,  by  an  Englishman,  was  only  the  fine  of  a  few  slul- 
lings.  llic  crime  of  the  one,  was  high  treason  against  the  state ; 
and  the  other',  merely  a  petty  misdemeanor. 

In  a  later  pcriixl.  when  liiimanitv  began  by  degrees  to  draw 
man  to  man,  and  it  was  obsef^ed,  tliat  several  of  the  English 
hadmixefl  witlitht-  Irisli,  preft-rring  the  Justice  and  simplicity  of 
the  old  Brelion  law,  tn  the  despotic  (Invemment  of  their  co-net- 
tln-s.  severe  jicnalties  were  enacted  against  all  tliow  who  should, 
b>  marriage,  or  ntliem'iso.  cimnect  themselves  with  the  Irish 
families,  and,  us  recn-unt  Britons,  they  became  liable  to  numor- 
ous  disqualiftcutions :  nay.  even  those  Irishmen  who  lived  with- 
in what  it  pleased  tlie  English  to  denominate  their  poK  were 
obliged  tndroptiieir  native  distinctive  iiaiaes,  and  toadoptaoMB 
rommon  English  appellation,  as  Carpenter,  Smith,  Black, 
Bi'own,  Buidi. 

At  lengtli,  Irelund  was  permitted  tn  partake  of  the  benefit  oT 
tlie  Bintinh  constitution :  uid  tiie  English  Monarch  changed  the. 
nniue  of  Lord  for  that  of  Kir^  of  Irvland. 

'llie  family  of  the  Stuarts,  and  particularty  CbnriM  the  8e- 
roml.  rxerciiied  tlie  pmi^tive  of  the  crown,  and  erected  aeverai 
rorporations.  to  which  was  granted  the  privilege  of  aending 
Meuibeni  to  Parliament.  But  these  grants  wen  generally  made 
to  aomn  EngUah  minioD,  under  the  pretext  of  cncounging  aew 
aettlcn,  awl  ufciTiUsing  the  countzy,  tlioa^  tbey  were  ia  reaU- 
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ty  enacted,  in  order  to  secure  to  Great  Britain  a  legislative 
dominion  over  that  nation ;  it  kecamcy  consequently,  tlie  inter- 
est of  the  proprietor  of  each  district,  to  which  the  privilege  w  as 
annexed,  to  prevent  tlie  incre^ase  of  population,  to  secure  more 
completely  to  himself  the  nomination  of  the  members  sent  to 
Parliament,  as  the  representation  of  tlie  people.  This  abuse, 
being  favorable  to  tiie  roLntaken  sinister  policy  of  England,  has 
always  been  countenanced  by  it.  Man  ^-as  never  tlie  object  of 
improvement  in  li^^land ;  on  the  contrary,  every  talent  which 
gives  dignity  to  the  human  siiecies,  has  been  not  only  disregard- 
ed)  but  discouraged,  as  destructive  to  tlie  interestof  Britain :  and 
even  nature  herself  has  been  made  to  take  retrograde  steps  to  pre- 
vent tlie  ailvance  of  civilization,  which  must  necessarily  have  led 
them  to  struggle  for  independence.  That  the  country  might  be 
entirely  devoted  to  the  raising  of  flocks  and  herds,  every  effort 
in  favor  of  tlie  agriculture  or  commerce  of  Ireland  has  been 
opposed  by  England ;  nay,  even  that  branch  of  ti*ade  which  con- 
sists of  the  manufactory  of  tlie  raw  materials  produced  on  her 
own  soil,  is  denied  to  Ireland,  and  absorbed  by  England.  Her 
raw  hides,  and  her  wool,  in  tlie  state  of  yam,  which  part  of  tlic 
labor  demands  many  hands,  and  is  not  paid  one  hundretli  part 
of  the  profit,  can  only  be  sent  to  the  English  gulph.  Deatii  is 
the  penalty  attending  the  exportation  of  wool  elsewhere.  Eng- 
land is,  of  course,  tlieir  only  market  and,  therefore,  it  fixes  its 
own  price.  In  pursuance  of  the  system,  above  animadverted 
npon,  a  vote  of  l^arliament  was  procured,  by  British  influence^ 
which  declared,  tliat  any  person  who  demanded  tythc  for  agist- 
ment, or  grazing  cattle,  was  an  enemy  to  his  country ;  though^ 
when  the  poor  farmer  applied  to  the  I'arliament  to  be  exempted 
from  tjrthe,  during  the  short  period  of  three  years,  for  such  bar^ 
ren  ground  as  he  should  reclaim  into  tillage,  the  bill  was  thrown 
oot  without  a  division. 

Tlie  British  Revolution  of  1688,  which  is  said  to  have  given 
a  oonatitiition,  and  restored  liberty  to  England,  had  indisputa- 
bly a  oonlnry  effect  in  Ireland,  and  plunged  tliat  people  into  a 
state  of  misery  and  suffering,  scarcely  to  be  imagined. 
•  At  tiie  epoch  of  the  Reformation,  the  Irish  Catholics  had  in- 
deed beeoGmdly  treated ;  but  it  was  the  tyranny  of  a  haughty 
oonquenNV  chasing  a  whole  people  from  their  home  and  proper- 
ty,  in  order  to  recompense  his  followers  with  tlicir  spoil.   The 
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expulsion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  five  noi'thcrn  counties,  and 
the  driving  them  over  the  Shannon,  in  the  ivign  or  Elizabetii, 
wu  not  BO  intolerably  arbitrary  an  tliat  infernal  Bystrin  or  the 
jienal  code,  which  was  introduced  ii>to  Ireland,  after  tlie  Revo- 
Iutinn> 

A  few  instances  v,  ill  give  some  faint  idea  of  tlie  sufiiTings  of 
the  Catliolir.s  under  tliat  accumulation oflpgal  injury  :  dejirived 
of  all  die  biestfings  o(  treviom,  tlie y  wn  denied  the  poosesaion 
of  arms;  they  had  no  right,  civil,  political,  or  religious,  to  de- 
(i'nd ;  arms  were,  thercfoiT,  unnecessary,  and  might  became  dan- 
gemus  to  their  masters,  should  tliey  aim  at  regaining  tiiem. 
Thry  were  also  debarred  of  education,  and  thus,  as  it  were,  sys- 
tematically brutalized. 

Did  a  Catholic  ride  a  horse  of  more  than  five  pounds  valuer 
if  a  Church  of  England  man.  who  had  perhaps  taken  afiini^to 
it,  offered  him  tliat  sum,  he  was  obliged  tn  dismoimt  and  yield 
it  to  this  authorized  robber.  In  like  manner,  ifamanofthe 
same  description,  a  favon.<d  son  of  tlie  religion  wedded  to  the 
crouiK  wished  to  dispossess  him  of  hia  farm,  the  iniquity  of  the 
law  was  such  that  he  could  be  ejected,  and  his  lease  become 
void  to  prevent  the  growth  af  Popery.  With  still  greater  re- 
finement of  cruelty,  the  ingratitude  of  children  was  stimulated 
and  rewarded.  If  the  son  recanted  the  errors  of  Papery,  and 
embraced  those  of  tlie  est^Iished  church,  the  property  of  the  fii- 
ther  devolved  immediately  to  him  ;  and  tliis,  not  once,  but  as 
oRen  as,  by  sucrcssion  or  industry,  it  should  hara  accumulated, 
BO  oftoD  the  father  was  obliged  to  be  accountable  Gir  it  to  his 
diild. 

If  it  did  not  favor  of  ridicule,  though  it  will  serve  to  ahowflie 
wanton  sportings  of  tyranny,  die  proposal  might  be  cited,  made 
by  the  famous  Harrington,  in  Cromwell's  time,  of  selling  Ire- 
land and  its  inhabitants  to  the  Jews  ;  and  tlie  bill  which  waa 
proposed  in  Pariiament  as  a  means  to  prevent  the  growth  of  . 
Pi^ry,  to  castrate  all  the  Catholic  clergy.  Besides,  an  act  was 
really  passed  to  rq(ulate  the  conduct  of  jndges  and  nagiatnte^ 
which  directed,  that  whenever  any  doubta  Bbould  arise  itmA- 
ing  Uie  exprcssiona  uaed  in  any  of  the  laws  agaiist  the  Cmio* 
liea,  the  most  rigcnwis  comtructlon  Aoold  be  adopted  ;  a>  i»*  . 
janction  directly  (^qposita  to  the  prindplea,  uid  even  the  practloe 
of  Great  Britain  in  tkB  eaftKing  of  aqy  pmal  atatotek 
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Let  UB  now  follow  the  Irish  peasant  to  his  hnt,  and  calculate 
his  resouiTCs*  Let  tlie  average  of  his  wages  tlirough  the  year 
be  fixed  at  sixpence  per  day^  which  is  a  high  rate  ;  deduct  Sun- 
days, holidays^  wet  days*,  and  the  time  he  is  occupied  in  his 
own  garden,  and  his  annual  gain  will  not  amount  to  more,  if  as 
much,  as  six  pounds  per  annum.  Let  us  afterwards  examine 
his  disbursements:  if  he  be  happy  enougli  to  get  a  cottage,  and 
half  an  acre  of  bad  groundf,  for  wliich  lie  is  charged  two  pounds 
per  aimum,  he  generally,  to  make  up  the  jxsnt,  works  through 
the  year  for  the  {lerson  from  whom  he  holds  it ;  and,  as  he  holds 
it  at  will,  he  is,  in  a  manner,  an  indentured  sen'ant  If  his  in- 
dustry has  procured  him  a  cow,  his  obligation  to  his  landlord  is 
increased,  by  his  permitting  it  to  gi'aze  on  tlie  outskirts  of  the 
farm,  at  tlie  rate  of  two  {lounds  per  annum  more^.  A  rood  of 
potutoe  ground,  for  which  we  suppase  him  to  have  tlie  necessary 
manure,  will  cost  him  sixteen  shillings ;  and  half  an  ai^re  of 
what  are  called  com  acres,  that  is,  some  spot  which  tlie  faimer 
has  neai'ly  run  out  by  tillage,  and  is  now  to  be  laid  down  iivith 
grass  seed,  >%ill  cost  him  for  seed,  ploughing,  &c.  at  least  thirty 
sliilliiigs  more.  Rate  his  taxes  and  tytlie  at  ten  shillings,  and 
it  will  be  found  that  his  disbursements  exceed  his  annual  receipt 
fifteen  shillings  per  annum,  not  reckoning  tlie  clothing  of  his 
family,  his  firing,  and  otiier  incidental  expenses.  How  is  this 
overplus  to  be  furnislied  ?  The  cow  produces  a  calf,  which  is  fat- 
tened to  make  veal ;  whilst  the  calf  is  feeding,  the  family  are 
stan'ing,  for  they  are  deprived  entirely  of  their  milk  and  butter ; 
potatoes  and  water  become  then  theu*  only  support  By  tliis 
parsimonious  economy,  however,  and  the  sale  of  his  calf,  his 
butter,  his  eggs,  his  poultry,  and  a  hog,  wldch  has  been  not  only 
his  inmate,  but  his  messmate,  he  is  enabled  to  make  good  his  en- 

*  U  atfie  eitttom  iu  Ireland,  when  the  diy'i  work  b  broken  by  the  inelcnicDej  of  die 
vetther,lD  dMwrse  the  laboren,  end  to  elkiw  them  fiir  onlv  biire  daj*i  work. 

t  In  geiwnl,  tboie  aoglet  of  great  rarma,  whieh  are  nade  bj  interaeeting  roads,  or 
■Hihy  ■^leoll■ble,and  uohealUijr  ipoii.  are  marked  out  by  the  proprielor  fiir  the  pur- 
poae  of  wnmmg  oabiaa  oq.  llie  buildinc,  roofing,  ke.  of  aooae  of  these  hnta  may  eoiC 
■bout  twelve  poondk 

f  I  have  known  a  penoo  of  the  fSrat,  and  fbrmerij  moat  opulent,  familj  of  Ireland, 
tnrned  from  Ike  ifiihv^  tffllee,  and  puraoed  with  the  ladies  of  a  horaewhip  aeross  her 
bare  lafs,  alrtndf  avoHen  by  the  eold,  in  so  inhoman  a  manner  as  to  aarnr  the  seara 
with  bcr  10  the  grove,  merely  beeanse  there  was  a  d<*(iaienc3f  of  a  few  shiUings  of  the 
rent  Aeooght  to  have  poU  for  the  grtgoig  of  a  eow,  the  sole  property  and  support  of 
koroalfaad  two  orphani. 
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gagementSf  and  to  drag  on  an  existence  from  year  to  yeai'.  I 
have  here  pictured  the  peasant  in  his  most  favorable  sitoationy 
where  he  can  find  a  ready  sale  for  every  thing  his  industry  and 
frugality  enables  him  to  take  to  market,  and  when  his  daily  wa- 
ges are  paid  to  him  in  cash. 

Now  let  tlie  haughty  and  self-sufHcient  Englidiman,  or  the 
moi*e  despicable  character,  tlie  renegade  Irishman,  hmk  at  this 
pictui*e ;  and  if  tliey  cannot  prove  tliat  it  is  overcharged^  surely 
they  must  blush  at  recollecting  that  tiiey  have  represented  the 
Irish  peasant  as  idle,  dissolute,  and  dislionest ;  nay,  if  a  spark 
of  humanity  remain  alive  in  theii*  hearts,  they  must  feel  some 
remorse  for  having  dared  to  make  what  is  the  effect  of  oppres- 
sion, a  plea  to  pei*petuatc  it 

Such  being  tiie  situation  of  the  Ii-isli  peasant  in  his  proflperity^ 
let  us  cast  our  eyes  on  him  whose  habitation  is  reared  against 
some  high  bank,  whose  dwelling  is  the  ditch,  whoso  roof  is  co- 
vered with  sods  taken  from  the  margin  of  the  roadf  whose  bod 
is  potatoc  stalks,  and  nightly  covering  only  an  old  cast  off  horse 
rug  from  tlie  squire's  stable ;  wiiUe  the  mantle  that  barely  covers 
tlie  mother  of  tlie  family,  and  the  tattered  remnant  of  a  frieie 
great  coat,  which  hangs  reluctantly  on  the  shoulders  of  the  br 
ther,  sufficiently  apologize  for  the  nakedness  of  the  diUdren: 
the  only  thing  of  value  which  the  eye  can  trace  is  an  iron  poty 
from  which  the  family  are  fed:  and  how  often  has  the  hearth  raf>- 
ney  collector  seized  tliis  single  necessary,  and  sold  it  at  tht 
door,  under  its  value,  to  pay  the  tax  of  two  shillings  for  a  heaitt 
that  did  not  exist !  It  may  appear  like  exaggeration  to  say^  that 
for  want  of  the  trifling  sum  of  two  sldllings,  he  is  redaoed  in 
this  necessity:  but  tlie  fact  is  notorious ;  and  tiie  well  known 
cause  is,  tiiat  instead  of  paying  him  for  his  labor,  Ua  master 
furnishes  him  witli  potatoes,  turf*  grain,  &c.  and  oontrives  to 
keep  the  wretched  object  forever  in  his  debt 

it  will  rather  seem  astonisliing  that  ttie  Iridi  peasant^  tins 
superlatively  miserable  and  oppressed,  can  value  his  existenoc^ 
or  preserve  any  attachment  to  his  native  soiL  The  slavee  in 
tiie  West  Indies  are  clothed  and  fed  by  those  who  benett  hf 
flieir  labors ;  and  the  expense  attending  the  replacing  of  ^stam$ 
makes  flieir  lives  valuable  to  their  masters.  Some  of  tiie  plan 
ters  who  reside  on  ttieir  own  estates,  we  are  told,  rente  Adr 
old  age  oomfinrtabk:  whether  this  be  the  fact  or  no^  in  Irdavi 
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it  is  certainly  the  contrary  ;  a  laborer  is  seldom  employed,  un- 
less lie  be  in  his  prime ;  and  if  illneas  and  premature  old  ago 
overtake  him,  he  depends  upon  the  charity  of  liis  fellow  laborers 
hr  relief,  whoso  own  wants  are  so  pressing,  and  he  sinks  into 
the  grave  from  extreme  misery,  {lerhaps  on  the  very  estate 
where  his  ancestors  have  lived  in  feudal  pomp,  and  on  which  h6 
had  himself  been  reduced  to  daily  labor  at  five  pence  per  day. 

Under  such  circumstances,  is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  tliat  tlie 
Irish  peasantry  exhibit  tiio  most  wretched  appearance  of  any 
people,  where  civilization  has  made  tlie  smallest  advances ;  or 
that  tlie  ferocity  called  forth  by  cruelty,  and  rendered  chai*ac^ 
teristic  by  ignorance,  should  )>r()duce  acts  of  barbarity,  which 
famish  their  t^-rants  witli  a  fresh  jiretext  to  depress  tliem  below 
the  level  of  improvement? 

The  situation  of  the  Irish  Catholic  farmer  is  not  much  more 
enviable  tiian  that  of  the  peasant:  exorbitant  rents,  short  ten- 
ures, and  high  taxes,  are  not  his  only  grievances*  A  Catholic 
does  not  go  to  market  upon  equal  footing  witli  his  Anglican 
neighbor :  notliing  is  more  common  tiian  for  a  person  who  has 
land  to  let,  to  say  to  the  Catliolic,  <*  I  can  have  as  much  from 
a  Protestant,  and  a  vote  into  the  bargain ;"  or  to  see  advertised, 
**  a  tract  of  ground  to  be  let  to  a  Protestant  tenant  only,''  and 
a  fuda  hentj  *<  that  no  preference  will  be  giren ;"  meaning  tliat 
the  person  whose  improvements,  and  the  benefit  of  whose  labor 
has  now  fallen  into  the  Lord,  shall  certainly  be  turned  out,  if 
another  will  offer  a  trifle  moi*e.  Add  to  this,  the  usually  adopted 
mode  of  getting  grounds,  which  is  to  receive  written  proposals^ 
and,  on  a  certain  day,  to  name  the  tenant. 

The  number  of  absentee  landlords  is  also  most  severely  felt 
by  all  descriptions  of  Ii4sh  farmers;  and  it  is  not  merely  the 
absence  erf  the  Lord,  but  tlie  extravagance  occasioned  by  his  re- 
nding at  a  fiyreign  court,  which  makes  it  generally  necessary 
fin*  him  to  employ  that  agent  who  can  remit  him  the  most  money. 
The  man  who  does  not  reside  on  his  own  estate,  having  no  so- 
cial datiea  to  ^Eercise,  easily  forgets,  in  tlie  search  of  pleasure 
to  vary  his  idle  existence,  that  reciprocal  duties  ought  to  bind 
him  to  his  tenantiy,  or  ho  becomes  the  leech  of  industry.  But 
instead  of  making  this  dbvious  reflection,  he  chooses  some  needy 
country  gentleman,  or  shrewd  attorney,  to  be  his  agent,  who 
generally  emnlatcs  the  state  of  the  proprietor,  witliout  having 
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the  Rame  iTsourcc  to  support  the  expencc ;  fiaKly  by  power, 
partly  by  Helling,  as  favor,  indulgenciefl  which  tlic  proprietor 
would  not.  and  indeed  could  not  refuse  to  grant :  and  partly  by 
holding  a  farm,  in  the  cultivation  of  which  he  calls  for  the  as- 
sistance of  liie  tenantry,  and  perhaps  employs  them  in  savuig 
his  harvest,  or  drawing  his  turf,  whilst  tlieir  own  lies  rotting 
in  the  fiehi,  he  contrives  to  maintain  liLs  hounds,  to  drink,  game» 
and  partake  of  all  the  vices  and  extravagance  of  his  titled 
neighbors.    At  last^  if  either  his  dissipation,  or  his  dishonesty, 
occasion  his  ivmoval,  it  frer|uently  happens  tliat  a  whole  te- 
nantry aiT  ruined  by  being  called  upon  by  his  successor,  or  the 
pr«)prictor  of  the  estate,  to  settle  acx:ounis  and  pay  off  arrears» 
wliich  have  been  ali*eady,  at  least  p.Trtly,  discharged,  but  for 
A\iiich  they  have  not  received  any  regular  receipts,  and  did  not 
daiT  to  demand  them,  lest  tliey  should  incur  the  resentment  of 
their  jietty  tyrant,  against  whose  injustice  they  had  no  appeal. 
The  system,  indeed,  of  a  well  known  character  in  Ireland, 
was,  as  landlonl,  still  moiv  infamous ;  for,  whenever  a  fitrm 
fell  into  his  hands,  he  cultivated  it  to  tlie  highest  degree  of  per- 
fection :  a  farmer,  dazzled  with  tlie  pros|iect  of  immediate  profit, 
consented  to  give  an  exoi*bitant  rent  for  it :  he  brought  his  flock 
upon  the  farm,  which,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  was  seized 
and  sold  for  an  arirar  of  I'ent  and  the  farmer  and  his  family, 
who  hatl  in  vain  imploitnl  to  be  released  from  the  inconsiderate 
bargain,  thrown  upon  the  world  without  a  penny,  whilst  tiie 
bai*onet  put  tlie  farm  again  into  a  condition  to  allure  and  ruin 
some  new  ailvcntuivr.   What  name  can  we  give  to  such  a  man? 
The  mercantile  then  appears  to  be  the  only  line  in  which  the 
Catholic  is  so  nearly  on  a  par  with  tlie  merchant  of  the  esta- 
blished church,   as  to  ho|ie  that  his  exertions  mi^  produce 
some  degive  of  independence ;  but  docs  tliis  proceed  from  Bri- 
tish justice  or  benevolence?  Surely  not:  on  flie  contrary,  the 
Protestant  and  Dissenter  have  to  lament  in  common  with  tiie 
Catliolic,  that  selfish  British  system  which  bas  prevented  Ire- 
land fitim  enjoying  any  share  of  the  prosperous  English  com- 
merce«  and  has  ever  cramjied  her  internal  industry,  so  nucb  as 
to  render  the  situation  of  a  trader  always  precarious,  and  too 
frequently  ruinous. 

But  had  this  order  of  men  the  full  liberty  of  cultivating  every 
advantage  which  nature  has  lavished  on  our  oounferyy  in  tka 
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aprataneous  fertility  of  her  soil,  her  numerous  and  well  situated 
harbors,  how  inconsiderable  would  the  number  of  persons  thus 
benefited  be,  wlien  compared  with  the  mass  of  tlie  Irish  nation 
beaten  down  by  tiic  British  selfishness,  whetlier  acting  through 
English  absentee  proprietors,  or  tlie  moi*e  despicable  willing 
slaves  to  England,  of  the  established  cliui-ch  who  inhabit  Ire- 
land, and  call  themselves  Irishmen ;  but  whose  short-sighted 
policy  makes  tiicm  assist  in  the  ilepression  of  their  countiT,  lest 
others  should  participate  in  those  emoluments  and  dignities 
which  England  now  bestows  exclusively  on  the  Anglo-Irish 
aristocrats. 

It  is  true,  that,  within  tliese  fourteen  years,  not  only  no 
statutes  have  been  enacted  against  the  Catliolics  alone :  but  tliey 
have,  in  appearance^  obtained  from  Government  some  alleviation 
of  their  former  resti*ictions.  Apparent  favors  have  been  grant- 
ed to  them  with  that  dexterous,  or  rather  sinister  policy  which 
has  served  to  raise  tlie  jealousy  of  tlieir  fellow-sufferers,  the 
Presbyterians,  and  excite  the  hatred  of  their  lordly  masters  of 
the  established  church.  The  free  exercise  of  their  religion,  and 
a  permission  to  puirhase  estates  for  any  term  not  exceeding 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  yeai's,  were  granted  to  the  Ca- 
tholics as  favors  of  the  gi*eatest  magnitude;  but  to  estimate 
these  at  their  prosier  value,  it  will  be  but  reasonable  to  examine 
the  grants  themselves,  as  well  as  their  natural  tendency ;  and 
it  wUl  then  bo  found,  tliat  instead  of  conferring  favors  on  them, 
the  English  Government  has  increased  their  duties,  and  added 
to  their  grievances. 

The  penalty  formerly  incurred  by  those  who  assisted,  or 
fliose  who  celcbrateil  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  Romish 
diurch,  were  abrogated,  and  tlie  permission  of  possessing  places 
allotted  for  the  worship  of  the  Deity  according  to  their  own  man- 
ner, necessarily  implied  tlie  permitting  a  clergy  to  perform  the 
rites  and  ceremonies  which  had  been  thus  legalized,  and,  conse- 
quently, the  Romish  clergy  were  then  authorized  to  demand 
sabristence  from  the  state.  But  by  whom  was  this  provision  to 
becmpplied?  By  the  Catholics  undoubtedly,  as  the  persons  who 
benefited  by  tfadr  appointment ;  and  on  them  alone  the  burthen 
ought  to  falL  But,  by  a  parity  of  reason,  that  sect  ought  to  have 
been  relieved  from  the  payment  of  any  other  clergy  than  their 
own ;  so  that  during  the  existence  of  that  most  bnrthensome  and 
Vol.  II._39 


806  APPENDIX  TO  PART  II. 

arbitrary  tax  of  tyflie»  ttie  Catholic  priest  ought  at  least  to  have 
shared  the  pillage  of  flie  farm^  with  the  church  of  England 
clergyman,  instead  of  which  the  Catliolic  finds  himself  obliged 
to  pay  both ;  and  is  flius  reduced  exactly  to  the  same  situation 
as  the  French  former  was  in  before  their  glorious  Revolution^ 
when  the  pressure  of  corottSy  gabellesj  mortmoiitf,  and  all  the 
extortions  attending  an  avowed  despotic  Government  with  feu- 
dal tenure,  left  him  for  himself  just  one-twentieth  share  of  the 
crop  to  stimulate  and  reward  his  industry. 

It  may  be  urged  that  the  English  Catholic  is  in  a  similar  or 
worse  situation,  as  he  pays  a  double  land  tax.  The  individual 
hardship  is  certainly  the  same  in  both  cases;  but  flie  number  of 
tiie  sufferers,  in  proportion  to  those  of  Ireland,  is  so  inconside- 
rable, as  to  render  the  grievance  almost  imperceptible ;  besides, 
the  established  is  indisputably  tbe  national  church ;  the  increase 
of  the  land  tax  being  a  stated  sum,  is  little  felt,  and  the  tythes 
in  England  materially  differ  from  those  in  Ireland,  both  in  the 
sums  assessed,  and  in  tbe  mode  of  assessing.  In  England,  tlie 
lythe  is  commonly  settled  by  a  modus  or  ancient  custom,  still, 
even  th»^  it  is  most  severely  felt,  though  paid  by  Englishmen 
to  Englishmen  of  the  same  persuasion. 

But  the  mode  of  levying  tythes  in  Ireland  is  still  more  oppressive 
than  the  tytlies  themselves;  the  crop  is  no  sooner  ripe,  than  the 
proctor  enters  the  field,  sur\  eys  the  crop,  and  sets  an  imaginary 
value  upon  it,  and  then  demands  a  certain  sum  as  an  equivalent  to 
the  tythe.  It  may  be  said,  that  if  the  sum  demanded  be  extravagant, 
the  farmer  at  the  worst  may  give  the  tythe  in  kind,  which  has,  ne- 
vertlieless,  been  calculated  to  amount  to  one-tiiird  of  the  profit 
of  tlie  whole  crop ;  but  this  cannot  be  done  in  Ireland.  Inde- 
pendent of  the  trouble,  vexation,  and  expense,  which  it  is  in  the 
power  of  the  tythe  proctor  to  give  the  farmer,  the  latter  has 
calculated  tiie  quantity  of  hay,^  grain,  and  straw,  which  is  ne- 
cessary for  his  consumption,  and  if  any  part  of  this  be  taken 
from  him,  he  has  no  market  to  recur  to ;  each  of  his  neighbors 
is  in  the  same  predicament ;  his  wants,  therefore,  if  urgent, 
must  be  supplied  from  the  haggart  of  the  rich,  at  an  exorbitant 
rate,  and  not  having  tlio  command  of  money,  tiiis  rate  becomes 
double  from  being  paid  in  service. 

It  has  been  before  observed,  that  the  impost  of  tythe  paid  to 
the  clergymen  of  the  established  church,  is  not  so  severely  felt 
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in  England  as  in  Ireland^  not  only  from  tlic  diiTcrcnt  mode  of 
collecting  it,  but,  likewise^  on  account  of  tiie  majority  of  the 
people,  belonging  to  tliat  chuirh  whose  ministers  receive  the 
imposition ;  and  it  may  be  very  fairly  inferred,  that  the  griev- 
ance is  greatly  aggravated  in  Ireland  by  another  circumstance: 
the  whole  Episcopalian  clergy  of  that  country  may  bo  said  to 
be  Englishmen,  or  at  least  they  are  persons  appointed  by  their 
interest,  who  have  no  natural  relation  witii  tiie  community  on 
whom  the  imposition  falls. 

In  general,  the  Irish  bishoprics  are  filled  up  by  tlie  prirate 
tutor,  the  domestic  chaplain,  or,  perhaps,  the  profligate  pander 
to  some  viceroy^  sent  to  revel  on  tlie  spoil  of  the  people  he  cor* 
rupts.  Following  the  example  of  his  patron,  therefore,  tiie  on- 
ly object  of  the  bishop  is  to  drain  as  much  money  as  he  can  from 
the  see  to  whicli  he  is  appointed.  He  fills  up  the  vacant  bene- 
fices, either  with  his  needy  I'elations,  or,  perhaps,  sells  them  at 
a  half  public  sale^  through  the  medium  of  his  lady's  maid,  or 
his  own  valet  Even  a  virtuous  man,  when  he  knows  that  he  is 
presenting  a  clergyman  to  a  living,  where  all  the  inhabitants 
are  of  a  different  religious  opinion,  may  be  led  to  look  upon  it 
as  naming  to  a  sinecure,  and  that  it  is  not  so  necessary  to  scru- 
tinize the  morals  or  the  manners  of  tlie  person  whom  he  instals^ 
as  if  he  was  to  become  the  confidential  adviser,  as  well  as  spirit- 
ual father  of  the  parishioners  from  whom  he  draws  his  support, 
and  who  are  thus  constructively  committed  to  his  care. 

The  second  concession  made  by  Great  Britain  to  the  Irish  Ca- 
tholics, that  of  being  enabled  to  possess  property  for  any  term  not 
exceeding  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  years,  is  not,  perhaps,  lia- 
ble to  equal  objections  with  the  former ;  but,  evidently,  it  can  only 
prove  favoi*able  to  the  rich,  and  must  increase  the  market  price 
of  land,  by  inducing  many  who  have  realized  money  in  trade,  to 
become  purchasers ;  and  owing  to  the  depression  of  the  manu- 
factures, the  proportion  of  farmers  is  already  greater  than  it 
ouf^t  to  be  in  a  well  regulated  state. 

At  tiie  a^^roach  of  the  present  war  with  France,  when  every 
thing  was  to  be  dreaded  by  the  English,  from  the  desperate 
sitnatioB  of  the  Irish  peasantry,  should  tiiat  island  be  attacked 
by  those  who  professed  to  be  tiie  harbingers  of  independence 
and  equality^  of  liberty  and  peace ;  and  whose  conquering  arms 
were  to  be  directed  only  against  the  tyrant's  palace,  whilst  they 
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respected  the  cottage  of  the  oppressed  people.  At  such  a  time^ 
it  liias  neressar>'  again  to  lull  tlic  Catliolics  to  sleep  on  their 
chains :  and  as  none  of  tlie  old  intrigues  could  prevent  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Catholic  convention,  the  next  c<msidei*ation  was  to 
render  their  design  abortive :  that  body  was,  therefore*  insidi- 
ously prevaile<i  upon  to  send  a  deputation  to  throw  themselves 
at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  and  pray  for  a  redress  of  grievances* 
In  tills  deputation*  as  it  is  affirmed,  the  English  Minister  had 
contrived  to  procure  a  secret  influence,  where  it  was  least  to  be 
expected.  It  was  well  known  tliat  many  of  tlie  Catholic  bishops 
and  ]iriests  had  been  gained  over  to  tlic  side  of  Government; 
some  had  accepted  pensions,  and  others  sums  of  money.  From 
tlie  natural  adheirnce  of  the  priestliood  to  tlie  aristocracy,  by 
which  they  were  chiefly  supported,  many  had  attached  Aem- 
selves  to  Lord  Kenmare,  and  tlic  party  that  liad  declared 
against  all  tlic  popular  proceedings  of  the  Catholics.  Five  lay- 
men were,  therefore,  appointed,  three  of  whom  wereindcjiendeht 
country  giMitlcinen,  the  fourth,  one  of  tlie  first  merchants  in 
Dublin,  and  the  fifth,  a  person  who  had  retired  from  trade  with 
an  ample  fortune,  of  whose  zeal  and  integrity  no  one  then  doubt- 
ed. The  nimor  which  has  since  gained  ground,  of  his  having 
been  corrupted  by  the  English  Minister,  appears,  however,  not 
to  be  entirely  void  of  foundation  ;  for,  notwithstanding  the  pru- 
dent scciTcy  with  which  the  debates  of  the  convention  were  con- 
ducted, it  transpired,  tliat  this  man  was  denounced  by  one  of 
liis  co-deputies,  for  having  had  some  private  interviews  with  the 
Secretary  of  tlie  Minister,  the  result  of  which  he  had  not  made 
known  to  the  rest  of  the  deputation.  Besides,  another  circun- 
stance  which  gave  a  decideil  influence  to  tlic  Minister^  in  ttie 
debates  of  tlie  Catholic  body,  was  their  application  to  Edmund 
Burke  to  become  their  meiliator,  who,  it  is  since  knowni  waa^ 
at  that  very  time^  pensione<l  by  the  British  GoTemment,  under 
a  fictitious  name,  to  betray  tlie  cause  of  the  people,  who,  grate- 
ful for  his  former  exertions  in  their  favor,  which  had  obtained 
tlie  repeal  of  some  of  the  most  absurd  penal  laws^  had  a  most 
perfect  confidence  in  his  honor. 

The  political  farce  then  commenced  with  tiic  usual  mock  so- 
lemnity. In  pursuance  of  a  recommendation  from  the  throne, 
in  the  King's  speech,  at  the  opening  of  the  ensuing  seaaiais  of 
Pariiament,  a  bill  was  brought  i%  which  was  fiMind  to  ooBteia 
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a  few  indemnities ;  yet,  even  these  only  extended  to  tiie  upper 
class,  such  as  allowing  tliem  to  become  magistratcf^  grand  ju* 
rors,  freeholders^  and  members  of  corporations ;  trifling  and 
limited,  however,  as  tliese  concessions  must  appear  to  the  eye 
of  justice*  they  were  obstinately,  and,  in  some  instances,  most 
illiberally  opposed  by  tiie  servants  of  the  Grovemment  Is  it 
then  carrying  suspicion  too  &r  to  conclude,  that  the  whole  scene 
was  a  finesse  of  the  British  cabinet,  devised  to  allay  the  heat 
rising  amongst  the  Catholica.  at  as  low  a  rate  as  passible ;  and 
to  make  tliein  believe  that  the  Ring  alone  was  tlie  friend  of  flie 
people  of  Ireland,  whose  good  intention  the  Parliament  had 
thwarted  ?  So  prevalent  was  tliis  opinion,  tliat,  before  the  ad- 
journment of  the  convention,  tliey  voted  a  sum  of  two  thousand 
pounds  sterling,  to  be  laid  out  in  erecting  a  statue  to  the  honor 
of  his  Majesty,  never  reflecting  tliat  tlie  Chancellor  alone,  their 
decided,  but  honorable,  because  their  avowed  enemy,  could 
nominate  magistrates ;  that  grand  jurors  are  appointed  by  the 
sheriff's,  who  are  named  by  tiie  aristocracy  of  the  country  :  and 
further,  that  torty  shillings  fi*eehold  could  only  be  acquired 
through  tlie  favor  of  those  Anglican  proprietors  of  land,  whose 
interest  it  was,  and  whase  determination  it  became,  to  prevent 
all  interlopers,  and,  particularly.  Catholics,  from  participating 
of  tlieir  power.  And,  as  for  the  admissions  into  corporations, 
it  was  doubly  nugatory,  because  the  city  of  Dublin,  without 
whose  brevet  merely  an  admission  into  a  corporation  secured 
BO  privilege,  had  loudly  and  frequently  declared  against  their 
admission,  and  had  even  instructed  their  representatives  to  op- 
pose the  bill.  Besides,  tlie  bill  itself  was  illusory,  not  having 
repealed  all  those  acts  which  made  certain  oaths  necessary,  that 
a  conscientious  Catholic  could  not  take,  yet  which  it  was  in- 
cumbent on  him  to  take,  in  order  to  fill  even  the  office  of  a  bea- 
dle in  the  corporation  of  which  he  was  now  allowed  to  become 
apart 

Such  was  the  reality  of  the  former  grants:  the  report  is,  that 
it  18  now  flie  intention  of  the  British  Minister  to  allow  the  Ro- 
man Catbolics  the  utmost  extent  of  their  original  demands ; 
nHiich  were  for  an  unlimited  participation  of  the  privileges  of 
tiieir  Anglican  neighbors.  This  design,  if  the  report  has  any 
foundation,  must  be  considered  as  a  (resh  manoeuvre  to  ensure 
the  aol^ectm  of  bfland  at  this  critical  juncture,  wlien  rumor 
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has  spread  abroad  that  an  invasion  of  Ireland  is  meditated  by 
the  French  Republic*  Should,  therefore,  the  obsequious  Parlia- 
ment, now  they  have  got  their  cue.  no  longer  shackle  the  good 
>%ill  nf  his  gracious  Majesty  towards  his  people  of  Ireland,  it  is 
hut  ju»t  in  apprehend  that  this  favorable  disposition  wUl  only 
U^r  Till  tlicy  nn  longer  dread  the  effect  a  sense  of  repeated  inju- 
ries might  produce,  whilst  the  conquering  arms  of  France  arc 
fl}inc  •^•'«  the  ^  in,s:>  of  victorj". 

N  i:  i::4livd  reasonable  to  take  for  granted,  that  Pitt,  or  any 
o^hcr  Briti^  Minister,  would  seriously  think  of  re-establishing 
'M  RiHiLin  Catholics  in  all  their  riglits  of  citizea<i|iip.  when  it 
^  hlM  be,  in  fACt.  to  overtura  tliat  whole  sy?<tem  of  Govem- 
iihrn:  ;k!T^  patronape.  the  extension  of  «hich  has  made  the  Eng- 
lish ru-^iTK't  so  tenaciously  contend  for  the  dominion  of  Ireland? 
1<  it  to  S*  eMTH  <ap{^]NtHl.  that  uben  a  >y>:efli.  at  the  expense  of 
millioiK  h^<  be^n  brought  to  bear,  ic  vill  be  calmly  abandon- 
eii.  cti^teiiAlN  when  the  patronage  exerrUed  in  Ireland  gives  so 
helping  A  hAmi  to  uwlermine  libertj  at  home  *  Is  it  probable  that 
tfie  F.ngii<h  court  wikiM  tfatt«  ex^^per^te  the  aristocracy  of  Irc- 
Un%L  that  i<.  the  member^  of  the  established  church,  who  are  the 
chief  {H^^neto^s.  and  have  the  power  and  profit  of  the  state  at 
their  di^jiiwal  K\Asperate  men  who  have  ever  been  the  willing 
sla\es  of  the  i'n>wn  of  Ensrlan*!.  in  favor  of  a  new  set  of  men, 
auHtu^t  whom,  if  ^me  were  found  as  corrupt  as  those  of  the 
establisliment.  it  would  still  be  necessary  to  advance  tlie  pur- 
chase nH)ney  anew :  whilst  oihois.  who  had.  peAaps  been  taught 
by  oppresMon  Ui  a«pirr  to  freedom,  might  assist  in  leading  their 
countr}'  on  to  independence,  the  only  change  which  would  essen- 
tiallv  benefit  the  Irish  nation. 

It  is  thf.*n  for  unf^|uivocal  independence  that  e^Try  patriotic 
Irishman  ougtit  to  struggle :  and  prostituted,  as  has  been  the 
namf  of  (isAtriot.  to  vanity  and  self-interest.  Ireland  still  con- 
tains njkfiy  gifUfHiUs  hearts  and  firm  spirits,  that  can  feeL  with 
true  entliUNiaMm.  tlie  value  of  the  blessing  they  wnaM  riaqpie 
their  liie^i  t/i  |iurrhase  for  their  country.  Glowing  widi  reaoit- 
ment  fur  injuries,  and  indignantly  marking  the  strides  of  in- 
justice, one  spark  of  hope  would  light  the  glorious  flame  ttai 
leads  on  to  certain  victory. 

Why  then  hesiUtetorouse  the  sleeping  fire?  for  was  tke  raai 
Htate  ^  Ireland  made  known  to  France,  there  is  ercry 
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/roni  lier  conduct  and  declarations,  to  conclude  that  she 
would  assist  to  emancipate  a  people  oppressed  by  her  mortal 
enemy,  and  Ii*eland  might  become  again  a  free  and  independent 
nation,  govemc<I  by  her  own  laws,  after  having  established  tlie 
constitution,  wliich  should  appear  to  the  convened  people  best 
adapted  to  tiieir  circumstances  and  situation.  There  is  little 
doubt  but  that  tliis  constitution  would  be  upon  a  popular  basis. 
Notwitlistanding  the  Catliolic  clergy  are  so  fully  and  so  bene- 
ficially to  themselves  occupied  in  preaching  up  submission  to 
those  who  are  put  over  us,  and  uttering  violent  philippics  against 
the  principles  and  die  conduct  of  the  French  Revolution,  their 
aim  is  obvious ;  yet  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  these  invectives 
have  received  great  force,  and  all  the  coloring  to  which  their 
success  is  owing  arises  from  a  momentary  deviation  from  one  of 
die  principles  of  the  French  Republic,  a  solemn  renunciation  of 
conquest  But  the  reign  of  liberty,  justice,  and  truth,  is  restor- 
ed to  France,  and  tyrants  tremble  on  their  thrones. 

In  such  a  case,  it  is  certain  that  France  and  Ireland  would  find 
their  mutual  interest  in  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  upon  the 
basis  of  equality ;  and  an  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  be- 
tween two  nations  that  had  escaped  from  a  bondage  equally  ig- 
noble, must  be  founded  on  just  principles.  The  idea  of  Ireland 
becoming  a  department  of  France,  (the  enemies  of  that  wretch- 
ed country  have  labored  to  insinuate  tliLs  fear)  would  be  as  unjust 
as  impolitic,  nor  is  it  to  be  dreaded,  for  the  most  superficial  ob- 
server must  clearly  percei\^  that  the  motives  of  tlie  Republic  of 
France  can  only  be  effected,  with  respect  to  Ireland,  by  restor- 
ing to  her  her  natural  and  her  ancient  energy,  which  would  be 
equally  cramped,  whether  she  wei*e  a  colony  of  England  or  a 
department  of  France.  But  when,  on  the  contrary,  once  free  and 
ind^ndent,  she  began  to  govern  herself,  religious  toleration,  in 
the  moat  extensive  sense,  would  take  plac^ ;  and  the  people  would 
only  bave  to  pay  their  own  clergy,  and  that,  in  whatever  man- 
ner tfaej  should  judge  most  expedient  All  church  and  college 
lands  would  probably  be  divided  into  small  farms,*  and  thus  an 
existence  secured  to  every  indindual ;  all  would  be  eligible  to 
the  honors  and  offices  of  the  state,  and  talents  and  industry'. 


*  Tbe  iknnk  m4  tollcge  lands  are  loppoied  to  be  aboat  ooe-third  of  IrelaDd,aiiil 
tfie  dhmtJ  finiUei  to  amomit  to  six  hundred  thontand. 


8ia  APPENDIX  TO  PART  II. 

railed  forth  by  encouragement^  might  naturally  be  e3cpected  to 
produce  their  usual  effects.  The  abolition  of  tythes  must  follow 
of  course ;  and  all  being  equally  under  the  care  of  the  law,  tlio 
disfranchising  statute  of  Henry  VI.  rendering  a  freehold  of 
forty  shillings  necessary  to  become  a  rotcr  at  tlie  election  of  the 
representatives  of  the  jieople,  could  no  longer  be  in  foixre.  Taxes 
also  being  equally  levied,  Avbich  is  the  comer  stone  of  freedom, 
and  the  poor  not  obliged  to  pay,  out  of  the  scanty  pittance  of 
misery,  for  the  luxuries  of  tlie  rich,  emigration'*^  would  become 
less  f]tM|uent,  till  emulation,  taking  place  of  discouragement^ 
and  plenty  of  penury,  Ireland  would  soon  exhibit  a  scene  of 
happiness  to  refresh  the  benevolent  heart  saddened  by  Hie  pre* 
sent  view. 

Did  the  people  once  act  in  concert  all  tlie  Irish  seamen  and  sol- 
diers, who  are  in  any  foreign  service,  would,  of  course,  be  re- 
called, and  all  those  who  have  property  ^^'ould  naturally  return. 
Indeed,  the  known  love  of  Irishmen  for  tlieir  native  coimtry, 
and  their  enthusiastic  attachment  to  liberty,  awakened  by  hope, 
mxHild  soon  induce  all  the  sons  of  Ireland  to  return  to  a  place 
which  misery  and  oppression  alone  had  forced  them  to  abandon. 
The  niililar}-  force  of  England  must^  consequently,  be  conmder- 
ably  diminislied,  and  her  marine  lose  nearly  two-thirds,  whilst 
the  army  and  navy  of  Ireland  would  be  augmented  in  the  same 
pm]M)rtion. 

The  suppression  of  pensions,  and  all  the  stipends,  held  under 
the  present  Government  necessarily  follow,  so  that  Ireland 
^-ould,  in  u  short  time,  be  enabled  to  fit  out  ana^ral  force  to  pro- 
tect her  trade,  which,  joined  to  that  of  France,  must  wrest  from 
England  that  tyrannical  dominion  she  has  hitherto  ezerdaed 
over  the  Ocean. 


*  The  tasci  which  Ihe  famen  of  Ireland  hbor  andcr,  are  very  mMqnilly  levied  h 
the  dilTereDt  barooin  t  nor  are  aU  to  oooUibute  lo  the  publia  veal  |  w,  for  eiample^ 
iTa  nev  road  it  desired  by  tome  propnetor,  Ihe  exfKiue  attending  Ike  pwehaw  of  the 
ground  it  paid  lo  the  proprietor,  and  levied  upon  the  farmer  i  and  the  eKpente.  Uke* 
wke,  of  nakinc  the  road,  and  all  in  fotore  repain,  are  levied  opott  hki  U  dw  wow 
time  he  pivt  rent  for  it  i  Tor  it  it  alvaja  meaiored  into  hit  farm.  An  ertate  belong 
ing  to  a  pariih  hat  been  mortgaged  to  ereel  a  ateeple  to  omawent  a  ProtMUnt 
diareh,  when  the  mam-hoate,  where  the  people  attended  wnnhip,  waa  withost  a. 
roof.  Thit  ttecple  wat  beat  down  bj  a  ilorm,  and  the  Calholie  people  were  taxed  to 
rebuild  ic.  The  espenie  oecationed  bf  the  taking  or  engraTiag  a  nap  of  Ihe  maaUf 
it,  by  net  of  Parliament,  fadd  on  the  farrocn,  and  paid,  hi  generals  hj  pcnoae.lh9 
whole  erenefwhotohoMea  would  he  eofwed  by  the  miprffccr  it  wtoprhtti  .'!! 
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Can  there  be  an  Irishman  whose  heart  does  not  glow  at  the 
prospect  of  his  country's  recovering  her  primitive  rights?  Let 
his  persuasion  be  what  it  will^  he  must  be  convinced,  fi-om  a  re- 
collection of  the  oppressive  and  perfidious  manner  in  which  tlio 
Irish  have  ever  been  treated  by  England,  tliat  their  prosperity 
depends  upon  a  total  emancipation  from  her  dominion. 

During  the  American  war,  when  Ireland  was  drained  of  all 
her  troops,  and  left  to  her  own  energy,  tliough  she  still  paid  for 
her  defence,  the  Ministry  was  little  aware  of  tlie  consequence 
which  might  attend  the  levying  of  fifty  thousand  volunteers,  who 
then  turned  out  in  arms.  The  discussion  of  the  subject  of  Ame- 
rican independence  naturally  made  tliem  think  of  their  ovm  op- 
pressions, and  led  them  to  call  for  independence  and  a  free  trade. 
The  artful  Minister  apparently  granted  their  demand,  and  of- 
fered a  set  of  propositions  to  ser\'e  as  the  basis  of  a  treaty  of 
commerce  between  the  two  countries.  These  being,  however^ 
founded  on  a  system  of  equality,  which  it  was  far  from  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Minister  to  establish,  he  contrived,  in  his  usual  way, 
to  get  them  opposed,  in  the  most  decided  manner,  when  brought 
before  the  English  House  of  Commons  for  their  sanction.  Tlie 
number  of  the  articles  were,  tlierefore,  increased  to  destroy  tlie 
tendency  and  spirit,  by  weakening  and  confusing  plain  demands ; 
and  one  was  added  which  he  well  knew  would  render  the  whole 
nugatory ;  for  it  was  proposed  to  be  enacted,  tiiat  all  the  laws 
relative  to  the  trade  of  both  nations  should  emanate  solely  from 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  the  Parliament  of 
Ireland  should  confirm  them  in  every  point  But  the  Irish  tool 
of  the  Minister  had  taken  advantage,  immediately  upon  the 
passing  of  the  first  proposition,  of  the  good  humor  of  the  nation^ 
and  procured  a  grant  of  four  hundred  thousand  pounds  to  assist 
Britain  to  protect  their  mutual  commerce,  which  the  Admiralty 
rf£ii|^bnd  was  to  receive,  and,  in  no  case  whatever,  to  be  ac- 
csooHtable  for  the  use  of  it  to  the  Irish  Parliament  Thus,  ac- 
cording to  his  constant  evasive  plan,  he  shuffled  off,  at  tliat  crit- 
ical mooMnt,  the  further  pursuit  of  the  commercial  treaty,  and 
got  into  his  hands  the  four  hundred  thousand  pounds  to  recom- 
pense his  minions,  and  silence  recreant  patriots. 

Several  of  tlie  fiiregoing  particulars  have  been  dwelt  minutely 
upon,  in  order  fliat  the  Irish  of  all  persuasions  may  be  put  on 
their  gnard  against  flie  offers  now  said  to  be  held  out  to  them  by 
Vox.  11—40 
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the  English  Crovemment ;  and,  by  showing  the  faUacy  of  every 
grant  which  has  hitlicrto  been  made  to  the  Irish  nation,  to  set 
before  them  the  absurdity  of  confining  their  views  to  partial 
benefits,  when  the  grand  remedy  for  all  their  ills  is  probably  so 
near  their  reach. 

After  having  thus  considered  the  various  abuses  of  an  illegiti- 
mate second-hand  Government,  it  would  be  absurd  to  turn  our 
attention  towards  partial  remedies.  Alleviations  have  been  too 
long  artfully  held  out  to  repress  murmur ;  and  laws,  they  could 
not  venture  to  defend,  have  been  allowed  to  become  obsolete* 
The  rigor  of  others  has  been  disguised,  to  silence  the  menacing 
growl  of  the  populace,  and  pretended  concessions  made  to  lull  . 
suspicion  asleep.  But  what  does  all  this  avail?  or,  what  would 
it  avail,  were  the  concessions  real,  and  the  professions  of  per- 
mitting Ireland  to  participate  of  the  prosperity  of  her  sister 
kingdom,  sincere?  But  these  are  evidently  empty  professions ; 
for  it  is  easy  to  prove  that  this  artificial,  mis-call^  relationship, 
instead  of  producing  affection,  stirs  up  all  the  little  degrading 
passions  which  generate  family  hatred ;  and  even  tliat  it  is  im- 
possible, with  the  purest  views  and  most  enlightened  under- 
standing, to  render  a  delegated  government  tolerable. 

The  permission  to  legislate  for  themselves  only  increases  tlie 
evils  of  colonial  government,  by  giving  the  semblance  of  free 
will  to  the  resolves  of  a  majority  corrupted  to  render  the  repre- 
sentation nugatory ;  and  the  corruption  does  not  rest  here  ;  for 
it  is  not  unfair  to  infer,  that  a  venal  senator  will  become  a  ty- 
rannical landlord. 

Tiie  root,  then,  of  the  evil,  the  moral,  nay,  physical  fause  of 
the  wretchedness  which  stops  agricultural  improvements  in  Ire- 
land, and  retards  the  general  melioration  of  manners,  that  leads 
to  a  more  perfect  civilization,  is  her  dependence  on  another 
country.  Dependence,  we  say,  the  import  of  which  the  English 
would  fain  persuade  us  is  merely  an  amicable  alliance,  the  na- 
tural dependence  of  a  lesser  on  a  greater  power,  when,  in  fact, 
it  is  tlie  subordination  of  slavery  ;  and  tlie  more  severe  for  not 
being  avowed.  Dependence^  or  the  paying  a  certain  price  for 
protection,  can  only  be  useful  when  it  is  an  alliance  to  prevent 
the  encroachments  of  an  ambitious  neighbor,  and  when  a  reci- 
procation of  benefits  permits  sincerity.  But,  when  one  party  is 
at  the  discretion  of  the  other,  friendship  quickly  slides  into  des- 
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putisnif  aiid  ilie  interest  of  tlie  feeble  dependant  is  sacrificed  to 
the  caprice  of  tbe  pretended  supporter. 

Not,  however,  to  weaken  tlie  clear  perception  of  truth  by  ar- 
gument, it  is  sufficient  to  assert  that  we  do  equal  violence  to 
natural  justice  and  common  sense,  when  we  take  from  a  peo- 
ple the  right  of  forming  and  directing  tlieir  own  social  institu- 
tions. Is  the]*e,  in  shoi*t,  any  otlier  way  to  call  the  moral  and 
physical  i)owei*s  of  a  people,  into  that  action  which  strengttieiis 
their  faculties,  than  that  of  leaving  them  free  to  secure  their  own 
interest,  by  tlie  formation  and  execution  of  the  laws,  which  tlieir 
situation  suggests?  Is  tliere  any  other  mode  of  promoting  tlie 
felicity  and  improvement  of  a  country  ?  In  order  tliat  life  and 
heat  should  be  equally  distributed  to  all  the  members  of  the  body 
politic,  the  government,  the  heart  of  society,  ought  to  be  in  its 
own  centre ;  the  contrary  savors  of  absurdity:  it  seems  like 
endeavoring  to  prove  the  truth  of  an  axiom,  that  is  self-evident 
Yet  accustomed  to  see  their  country  speciously  enslaved.  Irish- 
men rail  at  partial  arbitrary  acts,  passing  over  the  source  from 
whence  they  sprung. 

Let  us  state  some  simple  facts  to  open  tlie  eyes  of  tiiose  who 
do  not  clearly  perceive  that  a  delegated  goveiTiment  must  ever 
be  tyrannical.  Dependence  obliges  you  to  receive  a  viceroy ; 
that  is,  a  kind  of  political  monster ;  a  something  betii^^een  a  king 
and  a  minister.  Instead  of  a  magistrate  of  your  own,  you  are 
forced  to  acknowledge  die  authority  of  a  set  of  men,  creatures 
of  tiie  reigning  English  Minister,  who  are  often  sent  to  recruit 
a  shattered  fortune,  as  a  reward  for  having  betrayed  their  coun- 
try. It  is  not,  therefore,  extraordinary,  tliat  such  men  should 
wish  to  provide  for  their  parasites  witii  the  same  disregard  of 
justice ;  consequentiy,  the  taxes  wrung  out  of  poverty  are  la- 
vished on  foreign  sycophants,  who  do  not  even  scatter  it  abroad 
amongst  mechanics  and  artists,  in  search  of  luxuries,  which  al- 
leviate Hnd  oppression  in  England,  as  it  did  in  France ;  but  on 
the  oontnry,  the  fruit  of  industry  is  carried  clear  out  of  your 
social  circle^  to  pamper  your  tyrants,  and  render  others  more 
keen  in  tiMir  pursuit  of  plunder.  Your  national  rejveaentation 
is  made  to  conust  partly  of  foreigners,  in  order  to  pillage  your 
colfers  with  more  impunity.  Your  very  bishops  are  mostiy  Eng- 
lishmen, fio*  fWm  being  of  the  most  respectable  class  ;  and 
placemen  are  pensioned  on  you,  who  have  only  injured  your 
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oomitiy.  Toar  trade  has  been  shackled  wifli  every  posBibleenii' 
bairaflsment ;  and  yoor  nationd  Rspe^^  And 

to  all  jUs  joa  aobiaHy  becanse  IwreB  are  held  out  to  flie  aristo- 
cncy,  yfihOf  aDowed  to  oppreaa  their  oountrymen,  croadi  to  the 
power  Oat  abuses  by  sustaining  tiienu  What^  indeed,  does  this 
qrsteipi  produce  but  a  race  of  landhdders,  the  most  despotic ;  a 
set  of  petty  tyrants,  who  are  not  bound  to  tiieir  country  by  sen- 
tiONBt  or  prindplet  by  ambition  or  vanity?  Several  examples 
abeady  adduced,  will  illustrate  this  observation  to  every  think- 
ing or  benevolent  man,  coming  home  more  finrdbly  to  his  bosom 
and  interest* 

But^  were  Ireland  once  flree,  what  a  diflhrent  fiMin  woidd  evray 
thing  wear.  The  centre  of  emulation  being  within  her  own 
limili^  natioiial  talents  would  be  a  national  advantage ;  and  the 
virtues  broui^t  fintii  by  independence!  give  dignity  to  the  agree- 
able iqpudities  whkih  distinguish  tte  national  diara^  Until 
Ok  takes  place,  tte  nourishment  of  Ireland,  her  vital  heat,  wiU 
oonstantily  be  drawn  oH;'  and  her  energy,  only  extended  to  half 
way  measures,  will  but  tend  to  increase  flie  present  misery,  by 
riveting  flie  <Aaln  which  no  sq[ihisticalrduNm^ 
appear  a  band  of  fraternity;  besides,  alliances  drawn  too  close 
ara  ever  flie  traps  set  ftr  well  meaning  ignorance,  by  conning 
oeif4nterest  Tliat  friendship  is  destructive^  which  renders  an 
individual  inactive ;  but,  wlien  it  concerns  a  nation,  it  is  as  ab- 
surd tsar  one  nation  to  jMretend  to  govern  another,  as  for  one  man 
to  eat  to  nourish  anotlier.  I  am  again  bringing  forward,  una- 
wares, a  tratii  fliat  does  not  admit  of  illustration,  wliich  will  al- 
ways be  the  case  wiien  flie  principles  of  politics  are  sought  for, 
and  natural  justice  resorted  to  as  the  base  ot  government 

Tlie  question  respecting  tlie  happiness  and  emancipation  of 
Ireland  may,  in  shorty  be  reduced  to  one  point ;  if  the  govern- 
ment of  one  king,  however  he  may  identify  himself  wifli  the  peo- 
ple, will  infidlibly  become  a  tyranny,  wliat  must  be  the  situation 
of  a  people  who  have  a  whole  nation  of  kings,  to  lord  it  oyer 
tibem?  And  what  ought  to  he  tlie  conduct  of  a  pec^e,  when  they 
Sod  their  misery,  and  despise  flieir  slaveiy?  It  would  be  an  in- 
sult to  the  good  sense  of  tlie  nation  to  add,  fliat  it  is  their  duty 
to  take  advantage  of  tlie  moment  when  their  haughty  conquerors 
ara  humble^  and  by  boldly  daring,  deserve  to  be  free. 


AN  ADDRESS 

TO  THE  PEASANTRY  OF  IRELAND. 

BT  A  TRATEIISH. 

I 

1796. 


lb  the  PeoMantry  of  Irdand — 

CouNTRTM^N :  Great  pains  have  been  taken  in  order  to  mis* 
lead  and  misinform  you  on  the  subject  of  the  French  ReTolutioUf 
by  various  descriptions  of  people,  whose  interest  it  is»  and,  of 
course,  whose  policy  it  ever  has  been,  to  keep  you  in  ig^rance. 
They  have  endeavored  to  impress  you  with  horror  at  the  idea  of 
the  execution  of  the  king,  of  the  banishment  and  plunder  of  the 
nobility,  and  especially  of  the  clergy  ;  and,  in  short,  have  wish- 
ed to  persuade  you  that  the  whole  French  people  were  a  nation 
of  fiirious  cannibals  thirsting  for  blood,  eager  for  plunder,  wifli- 
out  faith,  honor,  or  religion,  the  enemies  and  the  scandal  of  the 
human  race.  It  is  time,  at  last,  to  show  you  the  truth,  and  a 
residence  of  some  time  in  France,  where  I  have  examined  every 
tiling  carefully  with  my  own  eyes,  enables  me  to  inform  you  of 
the  actual  state  of  that  country,  at  this  hour ;  particularly  as  it 
rdafaa  to  that  numerous  and  useful  body  of  the  community  who 
are,  like  yourselves,  the  tillers  and  cultivators  of  the  earth,  by 
whoae  labor  all  the  other  classes  are  supported  and  sustained. 

It  wodd  be  in  vain  to  deny,  that,  in  the  course  of  the  Revoln- 
thm  wmoj  honible  acts  of  cruelty  and  iiyustice  have  been  com- 
muted ;  tiie  Government  was,  unfortunately,  for  some  time,  in 
tiie  hands  of  men  utterly  devoid  of  humanity  and  feeling,  who 
■acriloedy  wiflioiit  distinction,  the  innocent  and  the  guilty  totiieir 
own  avarke,  anibition  or  revenge ;  but  the  French  people  are 
not  to  be  oonfimnded  with,  or  made  responsible  for  the  actions 
of  those  miscreantSy  which  they  regaled  with  horror  and 
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amazement ;  the  public  indignation,  felt  by  every  man  at  such 
atrocious  scenes,  at  length  broke  out  with  irresistible  fury,  and 
those  abominable  wretches  were  sent  to  the  same  scaffold  which 
had  but  too  long  been  the  instrumentof  their  savage  barbarity  and 
wickedness.  It  has  been  the  policy  of  your  oppressors  to  dwell 
upon  the  crimes  which,  unhappQy,  for  a  short  period,  disgraced 
the  Revolution,  which  exist  no  longer,  and  of  which  no  trace  re- 
mains ;  it  is  my  business  to  show  in  return  the  benefits  erf  the 
same  Revolution,  which  are  at  this  moment  in  full  effect,  and 
which  will  exist  from  generation  to  generation. 

Before  the  Revolution,  the  king,  the  clergy,  the  nobility  and 
gentry  possessed  at  least  four-fifths  of  all  the  land  in  France ; 
the  farmers  and  peasantry  there,  as  with  yourselves,  were  load- ' 
ed  with  rents,  taxes,  and  tythes.  You  need  not  be  told  that  the 
clergy  every  where  know  very  well  how  to  take  cars  of  them- 
selves ;  their  lands  paid  no  tax  whatever,  and  tiiey  had  immense 
possessions  ;  the  gentry,  who  possessed  all  tiie  offices  of  value, 
dvil  and  military,  were  likewise  exempt  from  taxes,  and,  of 
course,  the  whole  burden  of  the  state  fell  heavy  upon  the  people^ 
who  were  utterly  despised  as  well  as  plundered  by  the  ol^er  two 
q*ders*  The  inhabitants  of  the  towns,  by  their  trade  and  manu- 
factures, were  enabled,  in  some  degree,  to  support  the  arbitrary 
impositions  of  the  ancient  government ;  but  the  condition  of  a 
French  peasant  before  the  Revolution,  was  almost  as  deplorable 
as  your  own. 

In  the  first  place,  he  had  his  rent  to  pay  to  his  landlord ;  that 
was  the  least  and  lightest  of  his  burdens ;  he  had  the  tythes  to 
pay  to  the  clergy,  in  which,  however,  he  had  one  advantage 
over  you,  in  that  he  paid  them  to  a  priest  of  his  own  religion ; 
he  was  tormented  with  a  swarm  of  begging  friars,  who,  at 
ei^ry  fresh  crop  had  fresh  demands  upon  his  charity,  for  meal, 
for  wood,  for  meat  or  for  wine;  he  was  obliged,  perhaps,  in 
the  middle  of  Ids  littie  harvest,  to  set  off  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty 
miles  fi^m  his  cottag^e,  with  his  horse  and  cai*t,  and  work  for  a 
fortnight  on  the  public  roads,  during  which  time  he  must  sup- 
port himself  and  his  beast  at  his  own  expense ;  and  for  which 
he  was  not  to  receive  one  penny;  this  duty  was  called,  in 
France,  the  caroie.  He  was  subject  to  the  capitation  tax,  which 
was  fixed  by  the  law ;  he  was  subject  to  another  tax,  called  the 
iaiUCf  wliich  was  settled  according  to  the  good  will  and  pleasure 
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of  the  collector^  who  judged  of  his  ability  to  pay  according  to 
the  appearance  be  made,  so  that  a  peasant  was  afraid  to  be 
seen  in  a  whole  coat,  or  to  have  a  good  horse  in  his  cart,  for 
fiear  the  coliector,  seeing  any  thing  like  ease  or  comfort  about 
liim,  should  make  that  an  excuse  for  screwing  up  the  tax  still 
higher  upon  him ;  for,  as  I  have  already  said,  the  only  rule  for 
the  amount  of  the  tailUf  was  the  pleasure  of  the  tax-gatherer. 
Hie  peasant  was  subject  to  another  tax  still  more  odious  and 
unjust,  I  mean  the  tax  upon  industry.   The  tax-gatherer  took 
upon  him  to  decide  how  much  a  man  might  earn  in  the  year, 
and  he  rated  him,  accordingly,  at  the  price  of  so  many  day's 
labor.  Another  tax  was  the  heavy  excise  on  tobacco.  Another, 
and  a  most  uiyust  and  iniquitous  one,  as  it  was  managed,  was 
the  tax  upon  salt,  called  the  gabdlt*   Every  man  was  obliged 
to  pay  for  so  much  salt  as  the  collector  supposed  he  might  con- 
sume in  the  year,  and  this  tax,  which  was  a  very  heavy  one^ 
he  must  pay,  even  though  he  did  not  consume  a  single  grain; 
it  was  vain  for  the  peasant  to  say  he  had  no  occasion  for,  nor 
ever  used,  perhaps,  the  tenth  part  of  the  salt  that  he  was  rated 
at;  he  was  forced  to  pay  equally,  and  to  such  a  length  did  they 
carry  this  abominable  oppression  under  the  old  Government, 
that,  if  a  peasant  near  the  sea-coast  had  two  or  three  sheep, 
and  one  of  them  happening  to  have  the  scab,  should  follow  the 
natural  instinct  which  would  lead  it  to  wash  itself  in  the  salt 
water,  the  peasant  was  fined  heavily  for  this  indiscretion  of 
his  sheep^  and  obliged  to  pay  for  having  cheated  the  crown ; 
nay,  the  very  shell-fish,  which  they  picked  up  along  the  shore, 
they  dared  not  boil  in  the  sea  water;  the  element  which  God 
Buide  for  the  use  and  convenience  of  man,  was  forbidden  to 
the  French  peasant,  and  he  must  eat  his  fish  raw,  rather  than 
flie  King  should  lose  his  revenue.   If  a  man  used  salt  which 
had  not  paid  the  duty,  he  was  heavily  fined ;  if  he  had  not  mo- 
ney to  pay  the  fine,  his  little  moveables  were  sold  to  make  it 
good ;  if  he  was  caught  smuggling  this  indispensable  necessaiy, 
he  was  sent  to  the  galleys,  and  if,  with  arms  in  his  hands,  he 
was  hanged  up  directly,  without  ceremony.   All  these  heavy 
taaoea  and  inpoaitions  went  to  the  King;  and,  as  the  French 
have  a  King  no  longer,  I  leave  you  to  judge  whether  the  peas- 
ants, at  least,  have  any  reason  to  regret  his  loss. 


I  Ji 
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I  ha^'e  mentioned  the  rents  which  tlie  tenants  paid  to  tlie 
gentry,  and  where  tlie  hind  was  let  for  its  value,  that  was  but 
reasonable;  but  in  most  instances,  as  with  you,  flie  turns  were 
let  on  short  leases,  to  the  higliest  bidder,  and  at  rack  rents* 
and  the  tenant  was,  in  addition,  loaded  with  heavy  eoroto,  or 
duties,  of  various  kinds ;  he  was  bound  to  draw  home  his  land- 
lord's firing,  to  hardest  his  com,  to  cart  his  hay,  and  number- 
less other  impositions,  one  of  which,  at  least,  deserves  to  he 
mentioned.   In  some  districts,  the  landkwd  claimed  to  have  the 
first  night  of  every  new  married  woman,  and  the  tenant  wasy 
of  course,  glad  to  be  permitted  to  compound  tiiis  odioos  demamL 
f(M*  flie  payment  of  a  sum  of  money.   But  it  was  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  game  law^  that  tiie  tyranny  of  the  French  gentry 
was  most  remarkable ;  the  crops  of  tiie  peasants  were  abso- 
lutely laid  waste  by  the  immense  quantity  of  hares,  rabhitB, 
partridges,  and  pheasants,  who,  seeming  to  know  fliat  they 
were  protected  by  the  law,  devoured  his  property  beftare  his 
eyes;  and  if  the  unfortunate  peasant,  moved  either  by  rage  or 
hanger,  killed  one  of  these  invaders,  he  was  seised  and  con- 
demned to  tiic  galleys  for  life,  where  he  was  kept,  chained  as  a 
slave  to  the  oar,  or,  in  other  cases,  compelled  to  wmk  in  pri- 
sons, or  on  the  fortifications,  but  always  in  irons,  and  without 
hope  of  pardon*    To  such  an  extent  was  this  system  carried, 
that  when  his  crop  of  clover  or  of  lucerne  was  ripe,  the  tenant 
dared  not  cut  it  down  without  permission  of  the  head  game 
keeper,  and  if  one  of  the  under  game  keepers  owed  him  a 
grudge,  he  had  nothing  but  to  say  that  tiiere  was  a  partridge^s 
nest  in  the  field ;  the  unfortunate  peasant  must  be  ooninit  to 
see  his  hay  rot  and  waste  away  before  his  eyes,  witiMNit  daring 
to  put  a  scytiie  in  the  grass;  it  was  of  litfle  oonsefnenoe  that 
his  fellow  laborer,  the  horse,  or  his  cow,  the  sopport  of  his 
children,  should  starve  through  the  winter  (or  want  of  fiidder, 
provided  the  game  was  preserved  for  the  amaaenMnt  of  Us 
landlord.   What  1  have  now  said  is  suflkient  to  give  ym  mmm 
notiim  of  the  situation  of  your  brother  peasants  in  FtmnfOt,  he- 
finre  the  Revolution,  and  I  believe  you  will  see  ttat  thej  wun 
like  yourselves,  fleeced  by  flie  crown,  opptesBed  by  flie  gnftay* 
plundered  by  the  clergy,  and  despised  by  alL  Letmeaowdww 
ym  how  th^  stand  ainoe  thia  Revvihitioa^  iriuch  the  gea^ 
dergy  of  Irdand  npnoent  IB  sw^  hoRid  oolon. 
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The  first  consequence  of  tlic  Revolution,  was  tlie  abolition  of 
ill  the  unjust  and  oppressive  distinctions  which  existed  in  France, 
and  a  declaration,  that  all  men  were  free  and  equal  in  tlic  sight 
of  the  law.    Anotlicr  immeiliate  C4)nsequcnce,  was  tlie  removal 
of  all  those  severe  and  ruinous  burdens,  whicli  crushed  tlie  un- 
fortunate peasant    The  coroie  was  abolished,  the  tax  upon  salt 
was  repealed,  the  tax  ujMn  tobacco  was  rejiealed,  tlie  tax  u|)on 
industry  was  repealed,  the  tailU  was  repealed,  tlie  game  laws 
were  repealed,  the  duties  claimed  by  the  landlords,  which  were 
called  feudal-rights^  were  repealed,  and  lastly  tythes  were  re- 
pealed, and  every  one  left  at  liberty  to  pay  the  clergy  as  much 
or  as  little  as  they  pleased,  or  not  to  pay  Uiem  at  all,  if  they 
thouglit  proiier.    You  will  observe,  by  what  I  have  now  said, 
that*  though  the  gentry  and  the  clergy  have  suffered  by  the  Revo- 
lution, the  laborious  pe&santiy  of  France  are  immense  gainers ; 
they  are  no  longer  obliged  to  stand  bareheade<l  like  slaves,  be- 
fore their  landlords ;  tliey  ai*e  no  longer  afraid  of  being  sent  to 
the  galleys,  for  knocking  down  a  hare  or  a  partridge ;  their  to- 
bacco, for  which  they  used  to  pay  three  shillings  and  sixpence  a 
pound,  they  have  now  for  ten  pencx5 ;  their  salt  which  used  to 
cost  eight  pence  a  pound,  is  now  to  be  had  for  one  halfpenny  or 
less.  If  tiie  Revolution  had  done  no  more  than  remove  the  bur- 
dens, I  have  just  now  mentioned,  surely  it  was  a  blessing  to  the 
poor,  for  whom  it  seems  to  have  been  made ;  but  I  will  shew 
diat  it  has  done  infinitely  more,  and  tliat  it  has  not  only  remov- 
ed those  unjust  and  ruinous  burdens,  but  it  has  enabled  the  pea- 
santry of  France,  such  of  tliem,  at  least  as  were  industrious, 
to  acquire  a  property,  which,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  Revolution, 
fliey  could  hy  no  possibility  have  attained. 

All  the  taxes  before  mentioned,  which  were  principally  paid, 
as  aU  taxes  in  the  end  are  principally  paid,  by  tlie  poor,  having 
bwb  repealed,  it  became  necessary  to  look  about  for  other  means 
to  sapport  the  Government ;  for  this  purpose,  the  first  step  which 
was  taken,  was  to  seize  upon  all  the  lands  of  the  clergy,  and  set 
them  op  for  sale.  The  great  body  of  the  gentr}',  enraged  to  see 
the  peasantry  fireed  from  the  yoke,  and  to  lose  all  tlie  immense 
priTilq;e8,  which  they  enjoyed  under  the  old  Government  quit 
Franoeb  almost  to  a  man,  and  fled  to  the  different  Kings  of  Eu- 
rope^ whom  they  persuaded  to  make  war  on  their  country,  in 
•1^  to  restore  them,  to  what  they  called,  their  just  rights,  and 
YoK-II-^i 
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to  reduce  the  peasants  once  more  to  the  condition  of  slaves  and 
bondmen.  In  tliis  abominable  scheme,  tlie  King  of  France  ^^as 
weak  or  wicked  enough  to  concur,  and  the  consequence  was  that 
the  people  cut  off  his  licad,  and  changed  Uie  form  of  their  Go- 
vernment, from  a  Monairhy  to  a  Republic ;  they  confiscated  the 
property  of  all  tliose,  who  iiad  deserted  their  country,  as  I  have 
mentioned,  and  who  were  called  emigrants,  and  tliey  prepared 
resolutely  for  tiiat  war,  which  tliey  saw  ready  to  break  out 
against  them,  from  tlie  four  coi-ners  of  Europe. 

AVhat  tliey  expected,  came  to  pass ;  all  the  Kings,  all  the  no- 
bility, all  the  gentry,  and  especially  all  tlie  clergy,  joined  with 
all  their  might,  to  crosh  tlie  new  Republic,  but  in  vain ;  for  France 
alone  has  defeate<l  the  united  efforts  of  all  the  despots  of  Eu- 
rope* It  is  not  necessary-  for  me  here  to  go  into  a  detail  on  the 
war,  further  than  merely  to  sliew  how  much  the  peasantry  of 
France  have  gained,  by  the  very  means  which  were  employed 
by  tlicir  enemies  to  reduce  them  to  their  former  slavery.  In  or- 
der to  oppose  the  attacks  of  the  tyrants,  the  Republic  raised  at 
once  no  less  tlian  fouiteen  ai*mies,  amounting  to  above  one  mil- 
lion of  men :  the  expense  of  arming,  clothing,  and  paying  those 
troops,  amounted  to  an  incredible  sum ;  and  as  the  taxes  were 
almost  all  repealed,  in  favor  of  the  poor,  and  tlie  sale  of  the 
lands  or  the  clergy  and  emigrants  I'cquii'ed  time,  the  new  Gov- 
ernment was  obliged  to  issue  paper  money,  which  vrere  called 
assigtuits;  this  money  at  first,  went  for  its  value,  fliat  is  to  say, 
a  guinea  in  paper,  would  bring  a  guinea  in  gold  or  silver ;  but 
after  some  time,  as  they  were  obliged  daily  to  issue  more  and 
more  of  this  paix^r,  and  as  gold  and  silver  began  to  grow  scaroert 
tliose  that  had  any,  hiding  it  carerully,  the  assignats  fell  by  de- 
glt^es  in  their  value,  so  tliat,  latterly,  a  guinea  in  gold  would 
bring  near  a  thousand  bi  paper.  By  this  means  every  tiling 
had,  in  fact,  two  prices,  one  in  cash,  and  the  other  in  paper, 
and  the  yrice  of  all  kinds  of  provisions,  in  assignats,  rose  to  an 
astonishing  hciglit  This  was  tlie  harvest  of  the  peasantry  of 
France,  for  tlie  fainners  sold  the  produce  of  their  lands  at  this 
c\ti*avagant  price,  while  they  paid  their  rents  In  assignats  at 
theii*  nominal  value :  that  is  to  say,  if  flie  yearly  rent  amomited 
to  one  hundred  pounds,  for  example,  the  landlord  was  obliged 
to  take,  as  lawful  payment,  an  assignat  of  one  hundred  poiud% 
though  the  same  assignat,  in  fjnio  market,  woald  not  do 
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than  purchase  a  leg  of  mutton ;  by  Uiis  means,  (he  farmers,  in 
fact,  paid,  it  may  be  said,  no  rent,  while  they  sold  every  tiling 
they  could  raise  on  the  land  at  tenfold  its  former  price.  But 
this  is  not  all  that  the  Revolution  has  done  for  tlie  peasantry  of 
France.  I  have  mentioned  already  that  all  tlie  lands  of  the  cler- 
gy and  emigrants,  which  made,  perhaps,  tlii*ec-foui'ths  of  the 
land  in  the  nation,  were  set  up  to  sale  by  tlie  Groverament ;  ail 
tlie  payments  for  those  lands  were  made  in  the  paper  money, 
which  the  Government  was  obliged  to  receive  at  its  nominal 
value,  that  is  to  say,  an  assignat  of  an  hundred  pounds  was  re- 
ceived for  an  hundred  pounds,  while,  at  the  same  time,  a  sack  of 
wheat  would  bring,  at  market  ])orhai)s  seven  or  eight  hundred 
pounds  in  the  same  assignats*  By  this  means,  with  tlie  produce 
of  one  acre,  the  farmer  was  enabled  to  purchase  five  or  six,  and 
to  secure  to  himself  forever  tlie  land  to  which  he  was  formerly 
tenant,  for  infinitely  lesstlian  hefomnerly  paid  as  his  half  year's 
rent ;  and,  in  fact,  at  this  hour,  almost  all  the  lands  in  France 
are,  as  they  ought  to  be,  tlie  property  of  those  who  cultivate 
tliem ;  those  who,  before  the  Revolution,  were  no  better  than 
slaves,  like  yourselves,  are  now  become  substantial  proprietors, 
and,  instead  of  a  race  of  miserable  farmers,  oppressed  by  their 
landlords  and  fleeced  by  their  clergy,  they  have  obtained  for 
themselves  and  their  children,  forever,  every  man,  estate,  more 
or  less,  according  to  his  means  and  his  industry. 

I  am  not  afraid  of  what  I  have  here  said  being  contradicted, 
eitlier  by  your  landlords  or  your  priests ;  they  know  full  well 
that  I  advance  no  more  than  tlie  truth,  and  now,  my  country- 
men, let  me  ask  you  what  you  have  to  fear  from  such  a  revolu- 
tion as  that  of  France?  The  nobleman  who  loses  his  title,  tlie 
bishop  who  loses  his  lands,  tlie  esquire  who  loses  his  feudal 
rights,  and  the  parson  wlio  loses  his  tytlies,  may  lawfully  cry 
out  against  the  French  Revolution,  but  I  cannot  see  what  iiyury 
it  baa  done  to  the  peasants,  into  wliose  hands  it  has  actually 
transfinred  three-fourths  of  the  entire  landed  projierty  of  their 
country. 

In  all  great  questions  it  is  but  fair  to  hear  both  sides,  and  I 
believe  I  have  now  said  suflicient  to  shew  you  that  tliose  who 
faavc^  hitherto,  endeavored  to  turn  your  minds  against  the  Frendi 
Republic,  were  actuated  by  no  otiier  motive  than  their  own  pri- 
vate interestBy  and  the  apprehension  they  felt  lest  you  should 


i»k  APPENDIX  TO  PART  IL 

•tiiutf  it  dw  Tukt^  and  niw  Toursrlres  to  the  same  station  of 
iiuir  Olid  conJbrt  vi  your  fan-thmi.  titc  pi>a!uiitn'  or  Frxnre.  I 
will  odIt  add.  tliat  Amprica.  wliicli  1  liave  aino  visitcfl,  and 
&wa  wbom  the  Frrnch  have  btirmwed  manv  iLscful  hiiiti  Tor 
liirir  o«-n  Oovei-nment.  has  neitlier  king,  nobility,  nnr  cierg7 
eatablifihcd  by  law.  and  it  in.  nntwitlintaiiding.  I  am  sntisfied, 
at  tliif  hour,  the  Imppirst.  th<^  most  flourishing,  and  tlie  be.st  go- 
vei-ncd  Hpnt  on  the  fare  oT  the  eartli.  1  leave  it  to  your  om 
good  neiise  to  draw  the  ronrluxinn.  which  follows,  noressarilyi 
rmiii  tlio  tufcirraatirm  1  have  now  given  yon,  and  1  rrmain.  widi 
till-  Ninn-rrat  winhes  ibr  your  liltcrty  and  prosperity,  your  friend 
and  rounti'yinaii. 

A  TRAVELLER. 


TO  THE  MILITIA  OF  IRELAND. 

Brave  Soldiers:  The  ocra-sicm  so  long  desired  by  every 
good  liishman.  to  fnc  liis  rnuntry  Ironi  the  tvranny  and  vp- 
prewtion  of  England,  ia  at  lengtii  an-ived.  and  you  have,  now  an 
oppoilnnity  to  employ  yonr  valor  in  defence  of  your  native 
land.  The  French  Repithlir  has  Hnpplied  un  witli  arms,  ammu- 
nition, and  artillri^- :  shclia<<scntiiNtlinusnnds  of  her  best  troops, 
commanded  by  one  of  her  ahlent  gcnei-als,  not  to  invade  our  coun- 
try, hut  tn  enable  us  tn  aft'iert  our  liberty,  and  the  only  retuni 
she  expects,  or  deijirrs,  is,  that  we  sliall  huve  tlie  courage  to 
make  URT  of  the  means  which  fthe  pnts  into  our  hands. 

On  tliis  great  and  gloi-ious  occasion,  shall  it  be  said  that  tbe 
brave  militia  of  Ii-rland  were  her  only  enemies?  When  Uioa- 
sands.  and  tens  of  tliousands  of  their  countrymen  are  flocking 
to  the  standard  of  fi-eedoni.  will  they  alone  hang  hack?  Con- 
sider,  I  bcftecch  you,  liow  the  ([uestion  stands,  on  which  ytni 
must  now  decide.  You  must  choose,  and  that  instantly,  between 
England  on  tlieone  side,  and  thcunited  nationsof  France  and  Ir^ 
land  on  tlic  other,  or,  in  other  words,  between  slavery  uid  in- 
dependence. 

Buppom,  what  I  am  sure  will  not  happen,  that  you  dwiuld  be 
n  base  u  to  attach  yourselves  to  the  cause  (^England,  uidna 
what  you  biTe  ta  expect  In  the  first  place,  you  will  be  loaded 

tk  tfai  dlegrMe  ud  inbmy  of  figbting  againt  jonr  cnmti7t 
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more  terrible,  to  a  true  Irishmaiiy  tlian  death  itself:  in  the  next 
place,  you  will  have  to  plunge  your  bayonets  in  the  bosoms  of 
your  parents,  your  brotliei-s«  or  your  friends,  or  to  die  your- 
selves* in  return,  by  their  hands ;  in  the  next  place,  if  you  are 
defeated,  as  defeated  you  infallibly  will  be,  you  will  iiave  sacri- 
ficed your  lives,  niithout  the  consolation  of  suffering  in  an  honor- 
able cause ;  and,  if  you  were  even  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  ^ic- 
torious  in  tlie  contest,  what  would  be  the  consequence?  After 
having  slaughtered  thousands  of  your  countrymen,  and  after 
tluNisands  of  yourselves  had  been  slaughtered  in  return,  after 
having  brought  all  the  miseries  of  war  upon  your  native  coun- 
try, you  would  have  the  disgrace  to  see  her  once  more  chained 
like  a  slave  at  the  feet  of  England! 

Wiiat  does  the  enemy  offer  you,  to  compensate  you  for  this 
load  of  infamy  and  horror?  After  having  forced  you  into  tiieir 
service,  by  the  most  outrageous  means,  by  burning  your  houses, 
b>  laying  waste  your  little  farms,  and  hunting  you  down  like 
wild  beasts,  as  you  know  they  have  done  in  half  the  counties  of 
Ireland,  tliey  now  call  upon  you  to  spill  your  blood  in  defence 
of  the  very  men  who  have  massacred  hundreds  of  your  breth- 
ren. And  if  you  were  weak  or  wicked  enough  to  obey  those  ty- 
rants, against  your  country,  what  would  be  your  reward?  After 
serving  tiie  whole  of  a  bloody  war,  as  privates,  (for  I  suppose  I 
need  not  tell  you  that  not  a  man  of  you  has  tlie  smallest  chance 
of  ever  being  made  an  officer,)  you  will  be  disbanded,  without 
settlement  or  provision,  and  the  very  best  that  can  hap])en  you 
is,  that  such  of  you  as  have  their  limbs,  may  return  to  their 
spades,  and  drudge  once  more  under  tlieir  task  masters,  in  the 
bogs  and  ditches,  for  a  wretched  pittance  of  six-pence  or  eight- 
pence  a  day ;  the  others  may  go  beg. 

But  suppose,  on  the  other  hand,  that  you  act  as  becomes  brave 
adidien  and  good  Irishmen,  who  scorn  to  serve  the  cause  of  a 
tyrant  against  their  native  land,  and  see  what  a  brilliant  pros- 
pect liei  open  before  you.  In  the  first  place,  as  an  Irish  nation- 
al army  will  be  instantly  formed,  the  militia  will,  of  course, 
have  the  preference  in  all  promotions,  and  especially  those  who 
are  the  first  to  declare  for  their  country.  There  is  not  a  man 
of  yea  who  has  not  his  chance  of  being  made  an  officer,  for,  in 
framing  our  amy,  it  will  be  courage  and  talents  that  we  shall 
look  for,  and  not  rank  or  fiHrtnne ;  remember,  always,  that 
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tiie  moflt  famous  of  the  Generals  who  now  command  the  ar« 
niieft  of  France,  have  been,  in  the  beginning,  but  soldiers  like 
yourselves :  you  have  now  in  your  hands  tlic  same  oppoi'tiniity 
as  they  had,  if  you  have  but  tlie  sense  and  the  spirit  to  seize  it, 
to  raise  yourselves  fram  tlie  obscurity  of  your  present  condition^ 
to  Fame  and  ghiry,  and  at  once  to  establisii  your  own  fortune 
and  tlie  liberty  of  Ireland.  At  the  end  of  the  war,  those  of  yon 
who  arc  not  become  officers,  and  wlio  wish  to  retire  from  the 
service,  instead  of  being  turned  loose  to  shift  for  yourselves,  as 
will  be  the  case  in  the  senice  oFthe  enemy,  may  depend  on  the 
justice  and  gratitude  of  their  country,  to  secure  to  each  a  pro- 
vision in  land  forever,  more  or  less,  according  to  his  rank  and 
merits,  w  here  he  may  retire  in  ease  and  comfort,  and  Ii\'e  with 
honor  and  independence. 

See  now,  my  brave  countrymen,  how  the  matter  stands.  On 
tlie  one  hand,  what  does  the  enemy  oBer  you?  Hard  senice ; 
no  advancement ;  scanty  pay ;  at  the  end  of  the  war,  no  prori- 
sion :  infamy,  if  defeated,  when  fighting  against  your  native 
land,  or  victory,  more  disgraceful,  when  its  object  is  to  enslave 
your  country.  On  the  otlier  hand,  if  you  follow  the  call  of  your 
interest,  your  honor,  and  your  duty,  you  are  sure  of  immediate 
and  rapid  promotion ;  in  the  senice  of  Ireland  you  have  the 
chance  of  arriving  at  the  very  highest  rank  in  the  army,  you 
have  tlie  certainty  of  a  settlement  in  land,  at  the  conclusion  of 
tlie  war,  and,  above  all,  what  la  more  interesting  to  a  brave 
soldier,  and  a  g^ood  Irishman,  you  will  have  the  glory  of  having 
deserved  well  of  your  country,  and  of  having  contributedy  al 
the  hazard  of  life,  to  the  establishment  of  her  libertieB. 

SAR8FIELD. 


TO  THE  IRISHMEN 

■ 

Mnv  Merving  aboard  the  BritUh  JVbvy. 

CorNTRYMEw:  I  do  most  earnestly  entreat  your  attention  to 
tlie  following  obsenmtions ;  you  will  determine  fiir  youradvea 
whether  I  do  not  speak,  as  well  for  your  own  honor  and  interest 
as  tliat  of  your  country. 

Ireland  is  now  at  war  with  England,  in  defimce  of  her  liber- 
ties; France  is  the  ally  of.  Ireland,  and  Bngiand  ia  flie  oobumni 
enemy  of  both  natiooB.  Ton  are  aboard  flieBritirii  navy.  Tm 
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"will  probably  be  called  upon  immediately  to  turn  your  arms 
against  your  native  land,  and  the  part  which  you  may  take  on 
this  great  occasion,  is  of  the  vei^  last  importance.  I  hope  and 
rely  that  you  will  act  as  becomes  brave  seamen  and  honest 
Irishmen,  and  tliat  you  will  not  only  refuse  to  assist  in  once 
more  enslaving  your  country*  but  that  you  will  seize  tlie  oppor- 
tunity which  is  now  in  your  hands  to  secure  her  libei'tyy  and  to 
make  your  own  fortunes  forever. 

Remember  that  Ireland  is  now  an  independent  nation.  You 
are  no  longer  subjects  of  tlie  King  of  England ;  yon  are  at  the 
same  time  a  great  majority  of  those  who  man  his  fleet,  in  the 
proportion  of  at  least  two  to  one.  What  is  there  to  liinder  yoa 
from  immediately  seizing  on  every  vessel  wherein  you  sail,  man 
of  war,  Indiaman,  or  merchantman,  hoisting  the  Irish  flag,  and 
steering  into  the  ports  of  Ireland?  You  have  the  power,  if  you 
have  but  the  inclination,  and  it  will  be  your  own  fault  if  you 
are  not  immediately  raised  to  a  situation,  which,  in  the  service 
of  the  enemy,  you  durst  not  even  think  of. 

Suppose  you  profit  of  this  favorable  moment  to  do  what  is  but 
your  duty  as  good  Irishmen,  that  you  seize  upon  the  English 
vessels,  and  bring  them  into  your  own  harbors.  In  the  first 
place,  every  vessel  so  brought  into  port  shall  be  sold  for  its 
full  value,  both  ship  and  cargo,  and  the  price  faithfully  paid  you. 
Those  of  you  who  do  not  choose  to  go  to  sea  again,  shall  have 
an  immediate  dischai*ge,  and  return  to  their  families  with  their 
share  of  tlie  prize  money ;  and  as  the  vessels  will  be  directly 
put  in  commission  again,  under  the  Irish  flag,  those  brave  sea- 
men who  wish  to  serve  their  country,  and  to  make  their  fortunes 
at  the  expense  of  the  common  enemy,  will,  of  course,  have  the 
first  promotion,  and  every  man  will  have  his  chance  of  becom- 
ing an  oiBcer,  according  to  his  zeal,  courage,  and  talents.  In- 
stead of  being  cheated,  as  you  now  are,  in  the  division  of  your 
prize  money,  where  the  superior  officers  swallow  up  all,  and 
leave  the  brave  seamen  who  have  borne  tlie  toil  and  danger,  al- 
most nothing ;  where  an  Admiral  will  get,  for  his  share,  ten 
thousand  poands,  while  a  private  mariner  gets  perhaps  twenty 
shillings;  yoa  may  depend  on  a  Just  and  reasonable  distribution, 
where  every  man  shidl  receive  his  share,  in  a  fSair  proportion  to 
his  rank  and  his  merits. 

Countrymeny  now  is  your  time!  Remember  tliat  all  you  seize 
becomes  your  own  property  that  moment :  remember  that  you 
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arc  sure  of  immediate  and  speedy  promotion  in  the  scii'ice  (rf 
your  country ;  remember  tliat  the  whole  trade  oi  England  lica 
now  at  your  tnrrcy,  and  that  tt  will  be  your  own  fault  if  you  do 
not  immediatriy  possess  yourselves  of  her  nrli  East  Indianien, 
ber  West  ludiament  her  Strait's  fleet,  in  a  vrorA,  of  spoil 
sufficient  to  enable  you  to  roll  in  money,  and  to  make  your  own 
fortunes,  and  that  of  your  families  forever.  Remember  how 
you  have  been  pivs.sed  in  Uiousnnds,  and  sent  aboard  the  fleet 
of  the  enemy ;  remember  liow  you  liave  been  ^itan  ed  and  driven 
by  downright  hunger  into  licr  service ;  remember  how  long  she 
bas  kept  your  country  in  slavery.  Now  is  your  time,  my  brave 
countrymen,  to  revenge  your  own  wrongs,  and  tliose  of  Ireland ! 

What  is  there  to  hinder  you?  You  arc  two  to  one,  and  if  you 
were  but  equal  in  number,  I  hope  tliere  is  not  a  roan  of  you  but 
is  as  good  as  an  Knglislimiin.  liow  can  your  officers  preiTnt 
you.  if  you  are  determined  to  do  your  duty  to  your  country  and 
yourselves?  They  are  not  one  to  twenty,  and  it  will  be  your 
own  folly  if  ynu  allow  them  for  a  moment  to  stand  in  the  way 
of  your  advancement  on  this  givat  occasion.  Depend  upon  it 
tbey  dare  not  stir,  if  they  see  you  once  resolved ;  you  bavc  but 
to  make  the  attempt,  and  you  must  succeod. 

In  one  vord.  what  does  your  counti-)-  offer  you?  Immediate 
promotiim  in  the  Irish  senice.  and  prize  money  uitlmut limits^ 
for  tlic  whole  tnule  of  England  lies  at  your  merry,  if  you  have 
but  the  roui-agc  to  lay  hold  of  it  What  does  the  enemy  oflfep 
yon  on  the.  other  hand?  Fii-st.  the  infamy  of  fighting  against 
your  native  land,  against  your  parents,  your  relations,  and 
your  friends ;  next,  no  chance  of  plunder,  for  you  know  vtry 
well  that  neitiiei-  France  nor  Ireland  has,  at  tliis  mtKnent,  any 
merchantmen  at  sea :  consequently,  ynu  have  nothing  to  expect 
but  hard  blows ;  and  lastly,  your  British  officers  will  bestow  on 
you  a  i-ope's  end,  or  a  cat  o'  nine  tails,  in  order  to  keep  you  to 
your  duty,  which,  if  you  let  them  do,  yon  most  ricblj  dcscrva 
to  suSbr  both  the  punishment  and  tlie  disgrace.  Not  to  speak 
of  your  du^  to  your  country  as  good  Irishmen,  I  leave  yon  to 
judge  which  is  most  for  your  interest,  as  brave  and  hanly  sea- 
men. Remember  once  more,  now  or  never!  You  bare  tiie  whole 
navy  of  England  in  your  power;  if  you  do  not  avail  younelns 
of  the  present  opportunity  to  free  your  country,  and  to  maka 
your  own  fortunes,  yoa  deserve  to  reDuds,  u  yoa  wfll  r 
in  poverty  and  di^race  fotever! 
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Letter  to  Mrs.  Tone^  written  on  the  poifU  of  embarking  in  the 

Bantry  Bay  expedition. 

Head  Quarters,  at  Brest,  JVbv.  30,  1796. 

Mt  Dearest  Love  :  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  26th  of  May 
last,  desiring  you  to  remove,  witli  all  our  fiunily  to  France,  by 
the  first  opportunity,  but  tlie  sliip  which  carried  my  letter  ^'as 
taken  by  the  English,  so  I  suppose  you  never  received  it ;  I 
wrote  to  you  a  second  time,  repeating  my  orders,  and  giving 
you  very  full  directions  for  your  conducting  yourself,  in  case  of 
my  not  being  in  France  at  tlie  time  of  your  arrival ;  tliis  letter 
I  gave  to  the  American  consul  at  Paris,  who  promised  to  for- 
ward it  by  a  safe  hand,  on  the  28th  of  July  last,  so  I  am  in 
hopes  it  reached  you,  and  by  calculating  the  dates,  and  allow- 
ing for  your  lying  in  and  recovery,  I  presume  you  are  by  this 
on  your  passage  to  Havre,  and  I  cannot  expre&s  tlie  unspeak- 
able anxiety  I  feel  for  your  safety,  and  that  of  our  dear  little 
babies,  exposed  to  all  the  inconveniences  and  perils  of  a  win- 
ter passage.  I  trust  in  God  you  will  get  safe  and  well,  and 
that  by  the  time  you  will  receive  this,  we  shall  have  finished 
our  business,  in  which  case,  you  and  I  will  devote  the  remain- 
der of  our  lives  to  each  otiier,  for  I  am  truly  weary  of  tlic  per- 
petual separation  that  we  have  lived  in,  I  may  almost  say,  from 
the  day  of  our  marriage. 

The  Government  here  has  at  leng(h  seriously  taken  up  the 
affair  of  Ireland,  and,  in  consequence^  shortly  after  my  last 
letter  to  you,  I  received  orders  to  join  Qeneral  Mxhe^  wlio  com- 
mands the  expedition,  in  chief,  at  Btnnes^  where  he  was  quar- 
tered. After  remaining  at  Btnnes  near  two  months,  we  set  off 
fior  Bre$tf  in  order  to  jnticoed  to  our  destination,  but  great  bo- 
dies move  slow;  it  is  only  to-day  that  our  preparations  are  com- 
pleted,  and  the  day  after  to-morrow  I  expect  to  embark  on 
board  the  Indomptable,  of  80  guns.    Our  finnce  will  be  of  Sftp« 
ships  of  the  line,  and  ten  frigates,  and,  I  suppose^  ftr  I  # 
exacdy  know,  of  at  least  10,000  of  the  best  troops  !■  Vi 
If  we  arrive  8al!%  with  that  forces  I  have  not  the  least  do' 
macctm,  especially  as  Ireland  is  now  woiuid  «p  to  ik^ 
YiMU  11^-48 
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pitch  of  dtscontent  I  have  Uic  rank  of  Adjutant  GcncrcU,  and 
I  am  immediately  in  General  Hoche*s  family.  I  ofTereil  to 
ser\'e  with  tlie  grenadiers,  who  will  form  tlie  advanced  guard  of 
the  army,  as  being  the  post  of  danger  and  of  honor,  hut  the  Ge- 
neral refused  me,  very  iiandsomely,  saying  tliat  it  was  neces- 
sary for  his  arrangements,  that  I  should  be  irameiliatcly  about 
his  jici'son.  You  see  by  this,  that  as  a  militai^  man,  I  am  in- 
finitely better  off  than  I  had  any  reason  to  ex])ect.  Tliere  is 
tlie  very  best  spirit  in  the  troops,  botii  officers  and  soldiers,  and, 
in  short,  nothing  can  prevent  our  success,  unless  it  is  that  we 
should  be  totally  defeated  by  the  British  fleet  on  our  passage. 
I  have  no  doubt  but  they  are  cruising  to  intercept  us,  and  if  we 
fall  in  with  tliem,  the  engagement  will  be,  perhaps,  tiie  most 
desperate  one  that  has  ever  been  fought  at  sea  between  tlie  ti^-o 
powers,  for  our  onlers  are  to  submit,  (1  mean  tlie  army  on 
boani,)  to  tlie  Captain^s  orders,  in  ever}'  thing,  except  to  strike 
to  the  enemy ;  of  course  we  must  fight  to  the  last  extremity, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  but  we  will  do  so ;  if  we  should  even  be 
defeated,  they  will  not  take  us  all,  and,  in  tliat  case,  those  who 
escape  will,  I  hope,  push  on  for  Ireland  ;  in  sliort,  now  we  are 
at  sea,  I  think  we  will  not  turn  back,  witliout  finishing  our 
business. 

I  would  not  write  thus  to  terrify  you  needlessly,  but  long 
befoi-e  you  receive  my  letter  the  affair  will  be  over,  one  way  or 
the  other :  I  hope  happily  for  us,  in  which  case  I  once  more 
promise  you  never  to  quit  you  again  for  any  temptation  of  fame, 
honor,  or  interest  After  all  we  have  suffered,  a  little  tranquU- 
lity  is  now  surely  due  to  us. 

The  circumstances  under  which  I  write,  compel  me  to  ad- 
dress you  in  the  most  serious  style.  On  the  eve  of  such  an  ex- 
pedition as  I  am  about  to  embark  in,  and  with  tlie  prospect  of 
such  an  action  before  me,  as  that  in  which  it  is  likely  we  may 
be  engaged,  I  cannot  conceal  from  you  nor  myself  tliat  I  have 
to  expect  the  greatest  danger,  and,  it  is  possible,  in  short,  that 
I  may  (all  in  the  contest ;  should  that  event  happen,  I  hope  yon 
will  have  the  courage  to  support  the  loss  as  may  become  yooy 
as  well  for  your  own  sake  as  that  of  our  dear  children.  I  knoWy 
by  what  I  feel  at  this  moment,  how  severe  will  be  the  trial 
which,  in  that  case,  you  will  undergo,  but  the  evil  will  be  tinii 
inevitable,  and  the  duty  you  owe  to  our  darling  babies  must  in- 
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cite  you  to  a  great  exertion  of  the  finnnefls  «-hicb  I  know  you 
possess :  anil,  in  short,  whatever  the  effort  may  cost  you,  you 
must  not  sink  under  it.  I  need  not  add  any  cold  ailments  on 
tlie  fVtlly  of  grieving  for  what  is  not  to  be  retricTed,  I  entreat 
ynu.  as  you  love  me,  for  your  own  sake,  and  for  that  of  our 
little  ones,  that  you  may  collev^t  all  your  courage,  and  should 
the  very  worst  happen,  remember,  you  will  be  then  their  only 
parent    I  need  not.  indeed,  I  cannot  say  more. 

In  rase  of  any  thing  happening  to  me,  and  that  the  eiqiedi- 
tioii  Hhould  Bucrccd,  you  will,  of  course,  remove,  by  tho  first 
opportunity,  to  Ireknd.  I  do  not  think  so  ill  of  my  country,  or 
my  friends,  as  to  doubt  tliat,  in  that  case,  provision  vrill  be  made 
for  you  and  my  children.  In  case  of  my  death  and  tiie  failure  of 
the  ex|>eflition,  I  conless  I  am  at  a  loss  to  advise  you.  How- 
ei'cr,  not  to  be  wanting  to  yourself^  you  will  address  yoursd^ 
by  petition,  to  the  Freiirh  Executive  Directory,  and,  particu- 
larly, to  Camot.  with  whom  1  am  acquainted,  and  witli  whom 
I  have  done  all  my  business  since  my  arrival  in  France,  stat- 
ing the  circum.'ttances.  and  praying  relief;  you  will,  also,  ad- 
dress yourself  to  Oemral  Clarke,  to  whom  you  may  write  under 
cover  to  CarnoU  to  Colonel  8hee,  who  is  my  particular  inend, 
and  embarked  with  me  on  this  expedition,  and.  lastly,  to  QetU' 
rat  Iloche,  who  knows  my  sen'ices,  and  will.  I  am  sure,  in  that 
caf«,  be  of  use  to  ynu.  God  knows  whettier  all  this  may  pro- 
duce any  thing,  for  the  Government  here  is.  1  know,  in  ihe  last 
distress  for  money  ;  however,  you  will  at  least  try.  If  that  fkils, 
as  Matt  will.  I  trust  in  God,  be  with  you,  I  tcare  it  to  your 
common  judgment  and  prudence  to  determine  what  may  be 
most  advisable,  whether  to  remain  in  France;,  or  to  return  to 
America,  in  which  latter  case,  as  the  little  you  now  have  will 
be  almost  totally  gone,  you  must  go  to  Carolina  or  Georgia, 
where  alone  it  will  be  possible  for  you  to  exist,  and,  in  that  case, 
I  commit  you  to  the  goodness  of  that  Supreme  Power  who  bas 
80  often  almost  miraculously  preserved  us,  entreating  only  of 
Matt,  as  be  cherislies  the  memory  of  a  brother  irito  very  un- 
cen-ty  anil  nflcctioiiulel y  In^  ihI  him,  tliat  lie  may  not  qil) 
fur  a  moment,  while  he  can  be  useful  to  you,  1 
faithful  friend  to  you.  and  a  father  to  my  darling  h 

I  have  now  finish<Hl  the  most  painful  h'lui-  of  my  lifr  > 
advised  and  jtreparrd  yon  for  the  very  wont  CTiTbI,   *■ 
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sured  that  the  prospect  of  our  separation  cannot  be  more  terri* 
bic  to  you  than  it  is  to  me,  but  I  hope  ^^-e  have,  notwithstand- 
ingv  both  of  us,  courage  sufficient  to  contemplate  it  with  steadi- 
ness. Let  us  now  turn  tlie  picture,  and  see  what  tlie  bright 
side  of  it  offers  to  our  view. 

If  we  do  not  meet  the  English  fleet,  or,  meeting  them,  if  we 
force  our  way,  and,  in  shoi-t,  if  I  i-each  Ireland  in  safety,  {that 
i$  to  say^  with  my  ten  thmisand  French  laroers  at  my  back^)  there 
is  not  a  shadow  of  doubt  of  our  success*  and  when  the  country 
is  once  emancipated,  there  will  be,  I  think,  no  situation  that  I 
will,  in  reason,  demand,  which  will  be  refused  me,  and,  in  that 
case,  you  will  see  whetlier  or  not  the  principal  desire  of  my  life 
be  not  to  make  you  happy :  indeed,  my  dearest  love,  you  are  the 
main  spi*ing  of  every  action  of  my  life,  and  every  thought  of 
my  heart  Remember,  I  am  now  in  tiie  higii  road  to  fortune, 
and,  I  hope,  to  fame,  for,  if  we  succeed,  I  tliink  I  may  say  I 
have  earned  some  reputation,  but,  I  can  also  say,  that  neither 
fame  nor  fortune  ai-e  an  object  with  me,  further  than  as  tliey 
will  enable  me  to  manifest  my  sease  of  your  goodness  and  vir* 
tues.  As  I  shall  arrive  there  with  tiie  rank  of  Adjutant  Gene- 
ral, and  with  the  favor  of  tlie  Commander  in  ChieC  and,  I 
hope^  the  good  will  of  my  countrymen,  and,  as  an  Irish  army 
will  be,  of  course,  directly  formeil,  I  shall,  I  presume,  not  be 
offci'cd  a  lower  rank  tlian  1  now  hold,  and,  if  I  behave,  as  I 
hope  I  shall,  in  a  manner  becoming  a  good  officer,  I  have,  at 
least,  as  good  a  chance  of  promotion  as  anotlier,  so  at  last  I 
shall  be,  as  MLss  Mary,  to  whom  I  beg  my  compliments,  used 
to  say,  in  my  etat  milifaire.  In  tliat  case,  as  I  shall  have  at 
least  a  regiment,  I  shall  be  able  to  settle  Matt  to  our  satisbc* 
tion,  and,  I  tliink,  as  tlie  citizen  Artliur  has  made  a  ^"oyage 
also  in  tlie  cause^  I  will  have  a  right  to  demand  a  place  tat 
him  also ;  so  Miss  Mary  will  have  a  chance  to  see  three  of  her 
brothers  in  vcr}'  gaudy  green  coats,  and  with  long  sabres  by 
their  sides,  and  tlien  I  hope  she  will  be  easy.  1  wear  at  preaottt 
a  fine  embroidered  scarlet  cape  ami  cuifs  on  my  unifintD,  and  a 
laced  hat,  which  is  only  permitted  to  the  General  offionv,  hrt 
I  slmll  be  haj^y  on  tlie  first  occasion  (would  to  God  it  wcra  tor 
morrow)  to  change  my  blue  coat  for  one  as  green  as  a  lsdK|^ 
which  I  tliink  will  be  more  becoming*  If  I  arrive  in  safely 
other  ude,  the  first  thing  I  aliall  do  will  be  to  appomt  llatl 
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aid-de-camp,  in  his  ahaence,  and  that  will  set  bim  going  ad- 
vantageoualf ;  in  short,  I  have  a  thousand  fine  things  in  my 
bead  for  you  all,  if  Messtenrs,  die  English,  allow  me  to  pass 
dear,  for,  as  &e  poet  hath  it : 


It  ifl  not  our  buniness  to  fight  those  gentlemen  at  sea,  if  we  can 
possibly  avoid  it,  and  you  may  be  sure  we  will  do  every  flung 
in  our  power,  and,  I  hope,  yet  we  may  get  clear,  in  which  case, 
as  I  have  already  said  ten  times,  you  shall  see  what  you  shall 
see. 

I  have  now  finished  the  best  and  the  wont  that  can  haiqien 
us,  but  there  remains  a  third  way,  which  is,  that  it  may  happen 
that  we  should  be  beaten  back,  in  spite  of  all  our  efibrts,  and 
that  1  should,  so,  return  m  to/ety  to  France.  In  that  case^  I 
thii^,  I  shall  be  able  to  retain  my  pay,  as  Adjutant  G«ieral, 
which,  as  tilings  go  here,  will  be  a  vast  addition  to  our  little 
fitrtune ;  I  will  then  buy  or  hire  a  small  farm,  within  a  few 
miles  of  Paris,  and  devote  the  remainder  of  my  life  to  making 
you  happy  and  educating  our  children.  This  last  way,  though 
not  so  bad  aa  my  first  supposition,  is  yet  just  now  to  me  avery 
gloomy  prospect,  for  (he  reasons  I  am  ^MMit  to  mention. 

Since  my  arrival  in  France  1  have  had  no  communicatnm 
whatsoever  with  Ireland,  but  I  have  seen  the  English  papers 
[H'etty  regularly,  by  bvor  of  Madgett,  vba  is  in  die  Bureaa 
of  the  Minister  tar  Foreign  Aflkira ;  I  had,  in  ccMiaequence,  the 
mortification  to  read,  in  May  last,  that  John  Keogb  was  arrest- 
ed, by  wdcr  of  Government,  with  Sir  EUlward  Bellew,  (a  great 
aristocrat,)  and  several  others ;  however,  I  watched  the  papers 
eaKAilly,  for  some  months  after,  and  as  I  saw  no  further  men- 
ttoB  of  the  business,  I  am  in  very  great  hopes  that  they  were 
immediately  released,  and  that  the  affair  blew  over,  but  I  have 
no  certain^.  Since  that  time  (indeed,  within  these  few  days) 
while  we  were  on  our  march  to  Bns^  I  found  an  En^ish 
pnj)or,  wherein  their  wiw  an  article,  copied  fi-om  the  Nortlierii 
Star,  of  September  tG.  by  which  I  mm,  to  ny  most  unspeak- 
alile  distress  and  anxiety,  that  i/nrrf  BuitO,  ami  two  (lemons, 
of  tlie  name  of  Oabonu  and  Shansfkan,  hiil  i.  <>  jrnsted  that 
day.  at  BelTiLSl.  on  a  rharge  of  hfRl- 
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JSVilsan  and  Riissell  had  surrendered  themselves  voluntarily. 
You  will  judge  how  I  felt  tliis  blow  !  The  instant  I  an-ive<l,  I 
ran  to  IlKhe  to  communicate  tlic  news,  and  we  agi'eed  immc* 
diately  to  despatcli  a  pi'0|)er  {lerson  to  Ireland,  on  board  an 
American  vessel.  ]mrtly  to  obtiiin  intelligence,  but  princiiially 
to  give  notice  to  my  friends,  thi*ough  a  channel  which  I  pointed 
out,  to  avail  themselves  of  every  chicane  and  artifice  of  the  law 
to  put  off  their  trials,  in  oitler  to  give  us  time,  if  i)ossible,  to  ar« 
rive  lolheir  ivlief.  This  i^erson  lell  Bi*e.stUie  Ttli  of  tliis  month, 
and  1  trust  he  arrived  safe,  but,  in  the  mean  time,  I  am  in  the 
most  extivme  anxiety  and  distrt^ss  of  mind.  If  we  reach  Ii'e- 
laiuK  which  we  may  now.  as  I  hope.  do.  in  ten  days,  supposing 
no  unlucky  acridentt  we  shall.  I  trust,  be  in  time  to  extricate 
them,  hut  if  unfortunately  we  should  be  too  late  for  tliat.  at 
least  we  shall  be  in  time  to  revenge  them,  and,  in  tliat  case,  wo 
to  their  pei-secutors ! 

While  I  am  on  the  subject  of  my  friends,  I  am  to  acquaint 
you  that  our  poor  friend  Major  Sweetman  was  unfortimately 
killed  in  a  duel  near  London,  in  January  last  It  was  in 
the  Knglish  pa|M'rs  I  saw  tliis  intelligence,  and  I  do  not 
think  I  was  ever  moiT  shocked  in  my  life :  I  did  not  recover 
my  spirits  for  a  month  after,  and  even  yet  I  think  of  his  deatli 
w'\\]\  the  utmost  irgret,  in  which  I  am  sure  you  will  Join  me. 
Not  to  speak  of  my  pei^sonal  regift  for  him.  I  nee<l  not  men- 
tion ^\hat  a  loss  we  have  of  him  at  tiiis  moment,  when  his 
courage,  talents,  an<I  patriotism,  would  be  of  such  essential  ser- 
^  ice.  I  am  most  sinceiTly  son\v  for  him  on  every  account, 
public  and  private,  and  I  did  not  think  I  could  have  been  so  af- 
fected as  I  was  by  his  deatli. 

To  iTturn  to  our  own  affairs.  On  your  arrival  at  Havre  you 
will  of  course,  agreeably  to  my  former  directions,  have  writ- 
ten to  Madgett.  who  will  forward  you  this,  as  I  send  it  to  him 
under  cover.  My  first  design  was,  that  you  should  goon  to  Pa- 
ris, but,  on  furtlier  recollection,  living  there  is  so  ^^ery  expen- 
sive, as  well  as  travelling,  also,  that  you  had  better  fix  your- 
selves, until  you  hear  from  me^  at  some  of  the  villages  within 
a  few  leagues  of  Havre,  where  you  will  hire  lodgings,  and 
make  your  own  kitchen,  &c  Tliere  is  a  village  called  FvetoU 
that  I  think  would  suit  you.  If  any  thing  should  happen  to 
me,  you  will  have  no  business  on  to  Paris,  and,  in  fliat  case,  if 
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ytmr  determination  be  to  settle  in  France,  you  can  fix  yourself 
in  some  little  s]X)t  in  that  neighborhood  as  well  as  any  where 
else,  and  Matt  must  do  his  best  for  you  all,  in  my  place.  If 
you  should  resolve  to  return  to  America,  you  will  be  near 
Havre,  from  whence  you  will  have  tlie  most  frequent  opportu- 
nities :  and  I  can/ess^  under  the  circumstances^  I  would  recom^ 
mend  Carolina,  and  especialiy  C^eorgia^  where  land  is  very  cheap, 
before  France,  where  you  will  labor ,  I  fear ^  under  insurmount-' 
able  difficulties,  from  your  ignorance  of  the  language^  customs, 
and  manners*  If,  as  I  hope  and  trust,  I  arrive  safe  in  Ireland, 
and  we  succe  d,  as  in  that  case,  I  think  we  infallibly  shall, 
still  I  wish  you  rather  to  be  at  Vvetot^  for  example,  tlian  at 
Paris,  for  the  sake  of  economy,  as  well  as  a  thousand  other 
reasons.  If  you  do  not  arrive  soon,  it  is  probable  you  may  re- 
ceive another  letter  ^dth  this,  for  tlie  very  first  thing  I  shall  do 
after  our  landing,  will  be,  you  may  be  sure,  to  write  to  you, 
imder  cover,  as  before,  to  Madgett,  and  I  will  also  take  cai*e 
to  remit  you  money  for  your  occasions,  and  tlie  vei-y  fii*st  mo- 
ment that  my  duty  will  permit,  I  will  fly  witli  tlie  utmast  eager- 
ness to  embrace  you  all ;  Grod  only  knows  how  I  long  for  tliat 
moment 

This  letter  is  dreadfully  unconnected,  but  the  fact  is,  I  write 
in  a  state  of  the  utmost  anxiety  and  incertitude ;  if  I  remained 
in  France,  and  you  were,  with  my  babies,  on  tlie  ocean,  it 
would  be  full  sufficient  to  keep  me  in  continual  uneasiness :  or, 
if  you  were  here,  safe  arrived,  and  I  was  embarked,  though 
my  anxiety  would  be  infinitely  lessened,  still  I  should  have  full 
sufficient  to  occupy  me ;  but  situated  as  we  are,  I  have  both  to 
encounter ;  uncertain  of  your  fate  and  that  of  our  cliildren,  un- 
certain of  my  own,  in  which  you  and  tliey  are  so  deeply  inter- 
ested, I  think  it  is  hardly  possible  to  conceive  a  more  painful 
and  anxious  situation  ;  add  to  this,  that  I  am  obliged  to  devour 
my  uneasiness,  from  the  fear  of  appearing  disheartened  at  the 
moment  of  embarkation.  Well,  tlie  uncei-tainty  of  the  affair,  at 
least,  will  soon  have  an  end.  Ten  days,  I  think  now,  must 
8e;tle  it,  and  I  am  sure  no  extreiiiity,  scarcely,  can  be  so  terri- 
ble as  llie  state  of  suspense  in  which  I  now  find  myself.  If  we 
succeed  in  our  enterprise,  I  never  will  again  hazanl  my  happi- 
jnem  and  your's,  for  any  imaginable  temptation  of  honor  or  in- 
terest; if  we  fail,  at  least,  it  is  in  an  honorable  cause,  and  on 
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just  prucipks.  aaiL  in  ddicr  casr.  toh  jfaaD  not  hear  of  aj 
having  in  a  mamcr  to  auise  joa,  or  mj  diildrai,  to 


I  have  this  iDODieiitRceiTcd  orders  to  cmhari^ia  half  a 
I  have,  of  course,  time  to  add  no  more.    I  reoomiBead  ;«■  aB 
to  the  protertioD  of  HeaTOk    God  Almi(;htT  tanvrr  hleai 
presen  e  joo.    Adieu,  n j  deairsn  life  and  9onL   Kis  mj 
ling  babies  for  me  tea  thousand  times,  aad  hire  bk  ever  aa  I 

loTe  TOU. 

Once  more  adieu! 

T-  W.  TONE. 
BassTy  Ammfer  2,  1796. 
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DuBIlfG  THE  PERIOD  THAT  GENERAL  ToiYE  WAS  ATTACHES 

TO  THE  Army  of  Sambre  et  Meuse. 

[ AWe  rfthe  ErUitor— Aroidit  all  the  Agitation  of  mj  father'!  mind,  daring  the  ill-fated 
and  tantarntng  expedition  of  Bantry  Bay,  he  was  aware  that  hii  vile  and  three  in- 
fiint  children,  vhom  he  had  left  at  Prioeeton,  in  Nev  Jersey,  on  his  departure  firoa 
Ameriea,  were,  amidst  the  storms  of  that  wintry  season,  on  their  way  to  rtrjoin  him. 
The  feelings  of  the  most  affectionate  of  hiishands  and  of  fathers,  in  sneh  a  skaatioa. 
can  be  better  eooeeived  than  expressed.  In  fact,  embarked  on  an  American  Tessel  for 
Hamburg,  we  almost  crossed  him  in  the  British  Channel,  in  the  last  days  of  Decern* 
ber{  and,  after  a  tedious  and  rough  passage  of  two  months,  my  mother,  with  her  infiut 
fhmily,  landed  at  the  mouth  of  the  frozen  Elbe,  and  proceeded  to  Hambui^  in  an 
open  post  wagon.  In  that  commercial  city,  devoted  to  the  British  interest,  the  first 
news  she  receired  was,  that  of  the  failure  of  the  expedition,  embellished  with  a  thonsand 
exaggermiioos.  Her  anxiety  may  well  be  conceited  t  obliged  to  conceal  it,  as  well  m  her 
name,  her  only  consi>lation  was,  that  she  did  not  hear  that  of  Tom*  mentioned.  Al- 
ready hi  weak  and  shattered  health,  she  was  seised  with  a  nenront  fever,  and  remain- 
ed in  the  roost  cruel  perplexity,  amongst  strangen,  whose  very  language  she  did  not 
nndersiand.  She  wrote  instantly  to  Paris,  addressing  her  letter  to  Mr.  MadgeU,aiid 
the  answer  to  thb  letter,  which  came  in  due  time,  was  the  flnt  news  she  received  of 
his  safetj. 

Written  under  such  circumstances  of  disappointment  and  anxiety,  this  portioa  of 
my  father**  journal,  which  extends  to  the  period  when  we  joined  him  in  Holland,  was 
not  Ibept  with  the  same  reguUrity  as  the  former.  I  have,  therefiire,  saSijoined  a  few 
of  his  letters  to  my  mother,  daring  tliese  months,  which  givn  an  idea  of  the  slate  of  his 
mind  and  feelings.] 

jAlYUABTy    1797. 

JamMoni  1  to  Si.   It  is  exactly  one  month  to-dajr,  since  I 
wroie  a  line  by  way  of  memorandum.   It  will  be  well  stipposeil 
i  had  no  great  inclination,  nor,  in  fiu^  have  I  had  mndi  to  aav 
On  our  arrival  at  Brest  after  a  day  or  two^  there  wi 
intrigne  set  on  fbot  against  Geno^  Oroiadiy»  wMl 
lessen  flie  merit  of  his  services,  in  oonseqnenoe  of  w^ 
tomdned  to  send  me  to  Paris  with  his  dcapalohflBl 
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torv  and  Minister  of  War.    Simon  was  joined  witli  me  in  com- 
mission, and  Fairin  was  also  di'spatchcd  by  Clierin,  who  is  af 
tlie  head  or  tliis  cabal.  Grouchy  desired  nie  to  state  fairlv  what 
I  thought  of  his  confluct.  during  our  stsiy  at  Bantry  Bay,  to  the 
Government:  and  1  was  not  a  little  ])leased  witli  this  pit)of  of 
his  gtxMl  opinion.    We  set  off  on  the  fillth  of  Januarys  at  nightv 
and  arrived,  without  accident,  at  Pai*is  on  the  l^tlu    We  went 
immediately  to  the  Minister  of  War.  and  delivered  our  letters  ; 
we  saw  him  but  for  an  instant :  thence  we  went  to  the  Directoiy, 
wheiv  we  were  introihiced  and  had  an  audience  for  above  half 
an  hour,  at  which  all  the  Directors  assisted.    They  were  of 
opinion  on  that  day.  fi*om  the  latest  accounts,  that  Hoche  had 
eflfectuated  a  landing  with  that  part  of  the  army  which  had  been 
separated  off  Bantry  Bay,  and  in  conse<|uence  we  expected  orders 
immediately  to  ivturn  to  Brest.    Fi'om  tlie  Directory  I  went  to 
Doulcet,  a  member  of  tlic  Conseil  des  500,  brotlier-in-law  t» 
Grouchy*  for  whom«  as  well  as  for  Madame  Gi-ouchy«  I  had  let- 
ters from  tlie  General.  Doulcet  invited  me  to  dinner,  and  I  dined, 
acconlingly,  very  agreeably.    Madame  Doulcet  is  a  charming 
woman,  and  her  convei-sation  is  delightful.  The  next  day  Doul- 
cet intn^hiced  me  to  Lacuee,  of  the  Conseil  des  Anciens.  and 
the  chosen  friend  of  Carnot.  I  took  that  occasion  to  do  justice 
t^>  the  y.eiil  and  spirit  of  General  Gi'ouchy,  and  I  hope  I  succeeded. 
At  four  1  w  ent  to  dinner  w  ith  the  Minister  of  War.  and  at  eighty 
bv  a|>)iointmrnt.  to  tiie  Luxemliourg,  where  I  had  an  interview 
w  ith  C.*aniot  and  Lacuee.  for  about  a  rpiarter  of  an  hour,  on  tlie 
subject  of  McSh(H'hy*s  mission  to  Ireland,  tlie  general  result  of 
which  1  endear oi*ed  to  impi-ess  upon  Carnot    I  also  stated,  in 
the  strongest  manner,  what  I  felt  in  favor  of  Grouchy  ;  so  tliat^ 
so  far.  I  have  done  my  duty  by  him.    Several  days  elapsed  in 
this  manner,  waiting  continually  for  news  of  the  Genei-al,  until 
at  length,  on  the  1 5th.  he  arrived,  w  ith  tlie  Revolution  74,  at  La 
RtM'helle :  so  that  put  at  <mce  an  end  to  my  expectations  of  anjr 
thing  further  being  attempteil.  at  least  for  the  present    About 
the  2l8t«  the  General  arrived  at  Paris,  and  I  had  the  consolatioii 
to  leani  fmni  his  Aid-de-camp.  Poitou,  tliat  my  friend  Mr.  Shee 
was  safe,  and  in  tolerable  health.    He  had  suffered  dreadfiilly 
tWmi  the  gout,  never  having  quit  his  bed  during  the  whole  voymge 
of  a  month,  but  once,  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  The  morning 
after  his  arrival,  I  saw  the  General  for  five  minutes.  Hemehrr 
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ed  mc  leiy  favorably-,  and askpfl mc particiilai-ly  ab«iit McSIicc- 
lif  *s  cxpcditiun,  wliicli  I  detailed  to  liim,  and,  b}*  Ids  ttrders, 
gave  him  an  abstract  in  writing  next  morning.  He  asked  me 
wliat  I  was  doing  at  Paris.  1  told  liim  I  was  sent  by  General 
Gnnichy,  with  Ida  despatched),  and  that  1  waa  waiting  furtiicr 
orders.  Four  or  five  days  after,  the  General  was  named  to  t)ic 
command  of  the  army  of  Sambreet  Mcuse,  which  was  decisive 
with  regard  tn  our  expedition.  I  began  now  to  tliink  of  my  own 
situation  and  (^tiiat  of  my  family,  of  whom  it  is  at  length  sureljr 
time  to  speak.  On  my  an-ivai  at  Paris,  1  found  a  letter  from 
my  wife  at  Madgctt's,  dated  at  Hambui-gh,  and  infoi'ming  mc 
of  her  safe  arrival  tlierc,  about  the  20th  of  December,  with  my 
sister  and  the  children,  my  brotlier  liavii>g  decided  tn  settle  in 
America.  The  transports  of  Joy  I  felt  at  the  news  of  her  an-ival 
were  most  divailfully  corrected  by  tlie  account  she  gave  me  of  her 
health,  which  threw  mc  into  tlic  most  terrible  alarms.  I  wrote 
to  her  instantly  to  remain  at  Hamburgh  until  further  orders, 
and  by  no  means  to  think  of  ex|iosing  hci-self,  in  her  present 
weak  state,  and  our  dear  little  babies,  to  a  journey  from  HaiD- 
bui^h.  in  this  dreadful  season,  a  great  part  of  the  road  being 
through  a  wild  country,  w)icre  there  is  no  better  accommodation 
for  travelling  than  open  wagons.  In  my  wife's  letter  there  a 
an  account  of  an  aflfair  relative  to  my  sister.  A  person  who 
came  over  in  the  same  sliip,  a  yoimg  Swiss  merchant,  just  bo- 
ginning  tJic  world,  with  little  or  no  )tro|icrty.  thmight  pi-opcr  to 
fall  in  love  with  her ;  in  consequence,  I  received  by  the  samo 
conveyance  which  brought  my  wife's  letter,  one  from  him,  in- 
fonning  me  of  his  situation  and  circumstances,  of  iiia  love  tor 
my  sister  and  hers  for  him,  and  praying  my  consent  There 
was  an  air  of  candor  and  honesty  in  liis  letter  which  gave  me  a 
good  opinion  of  him,  nor  did  1  consider  myself  at  liberty  to 
stand  in  the  way  of  her  liap]Hness,  whicli  my  wife  mentioned  to 
me  was  deeply  interested.  I  wrote,  therefore,  giving  my  full 
consent  to  the.  marriage,  and  trust  in  God  tlicy  may  be  as  ha^py 
u  I  wish  them.  It  is  certainly  a  hazardous  step  in  favor  of  a 
man  whom  I  do  not  know  :  but.  as  alie  ia  pdusHHiatuly  fond  of 
him,  and  he  of  lier.  as  he  perlectly  knowB  bor  ritflStton.  and  hax 
by  no  means  endeavoreil  to  d  iHguise  or  FXsggvnte  hia  own.  I  am 
in  bopoi Ihry  may  do  wnIL  At  all rvent^,  I  ha"  vuii  nhU thn 
best  )ntentinn<i,  and  to  the  best  of  i  ■'       '  '-■ 
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cumstances.  They  will,  I  believe,  settle  in  Hamburgli ;  so^ 
tliere  is  one  more  of  ou*  family  dispersed.  I  am  sure  if  there 
were  five  quarters  of  tlie  globe,  there  would  be  one  of  us  perched 
on  the  fiRli.  Towards  the  end  of  the  montli  I  received  a  second 
letter  from  my  wife,  dated  December  27ih^  witii  a  postscript 
from  my  little  Maria«  being  the  first  line  I  have  seen  of  her 
writing.  It  brought  tlie  tears  fast  in  my  eyes.  Thank  God!  my 
dearest  love*s  liesdtli  is  a  little  better,  for  I  have  been  most  mise- 
rable ever  sinre  I  received  the  first  letter.  I  hope,  however, 
mine  may  airive  in  time,  as  well  as  a  second  which  I  despatched 
tliree  days  after  the  first,  to  {irevent  her  leaving  Hamburgh. 
But  to  return  to  my  aifairs.  On  the  SOth,  I  wrote  to  General 
Hoche^  on  the  subject  of  my  present  situation,  praying  him  to 
apply  to  the  Government  to  permit  me  to  retire  from  flie senicc, 
preserving  my  pay  and  appointments,  and,  at  tlie  same  time, 
offering,  at  any  future  period,  when  I  might  be  useful,  to  resume 
my  situation.  The  same  evening  I  had  a  note  from  the  General, 
desiring  to  see  me  early  the  next  morning,  and  accordingly  thia 
day,  31st  January,  I  went  to  tlie  Hotel  of  the  Minister  of  War^ 
where  lie  is  lodged,  at  8  o*clork.  On  my  calling  on  his  Aid-de- 
camp, Poitou,  who  makes  his  correspondence,  Poitou  showed 
me  my  letter,  with  a  note  in  the  margin,  written  by  the  Gene- 
ral: **Faire  une  copic  pour  etre  addressee  au  Diredoire^  avee  la 
demande  de  sa  conservation^  motiree  sur  Vutilitl  dont  U  pent 
etre ;  lux  /aire  une  reponse  Jlatteusef  et  lui  temoigner  ma  satii" 
faction  de  sa  amduite.**  Nothing,  certainly,  can  be  more  agreesr 
ble  to  me.  Puitou  also  showed  me,  in  confidence,  the  copy  of 
the  General's  letter  to  the  Directory  in  my  favor,  which  ia 
wonled  in  the  most  flattering  and  strongest  manner.  So  I  am 
in  hopes  I  shall  succeed  in  my  applicaaion.  From  Poitou,  I 
went  to  tlie  Generars  apartment,  who  received  me  like  a  friend  ; 
which  I  remarked  the  more,  because  his  manner  to  his  oflkers 
in  general  is  cold  and  dry.  He  told  me  he  had  written  to  flie 
Directoi7,  and  that  I  should  carry  the  letter  myself  to  General 
Dupont,  who  transacts  General  Clarke's  business  in  his  absence  ; 
that  Dupont  would  pi^esent  me  to  the  Directory  in  conseqaenn^ 
and  he  hoped  the  fldBTair  would  be  settled  to  my  satisfiftctkm.  I 
returned  him  my  acknowledgments,  and  in  the  course  of  what  I 
said.  I  mentioned  the  arrival  of  my  wife  and  fiunUy  at  Bam^ 
burgh,  and  sy  intentimi  of  going  thither  to  bring  ttcn  tm 
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France.  The  General  seemed  struck  when  I  mentioned  Ham- 
burgh, and  asked  mc  again,  Wbb  I  going  thither  ?  1  replied,  it 
was  m^  intention  as  soon  as  I  had  settled  the  aflair  he  was  so 
good  as  to  undertake  for  me.  Well,  then,  said  be,  pcriiapn  wo 
majr  find  something  for  you  to  do  there ;  there  is  a  person  there 
vhom  pertiaps  you  may  see.  Itidd  bim,  that  there,  or  any  where 
else,  where  I  could  be  useful  to  my  own  country  and  the  Repub- 
lic, I  was  ready  to  go,  at  an  hour's  warning.  I  added,  that, 
wlicn  I  asked  my  reb«at  for  the  present.  1  begged  him  in  re- 
member, that,  if  ever  our  business  was  resumed,  under  any  form, 
I  was  as  ready  and  desirous  w  ever  to  take  my  share  in  it  and 
that  I  did  not  at  all  despair  of  having  the  honor  of  serving  once 
more  under  hia  orders.  "The  aflkir,"  replied  he,  "iabiitBos- 
"  pended.  You  know  our  difficulties  for  money ;  the  repair  at 
"  our  fleet,  and  the  necessary  preparations,  require  some  con- 
'<  siderable  time,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  there  are  19,000  men 
"  lying  idle  below,  and,  in  fact,  we  cannot  even  feed  them  there. 
"  The  Directory  has  resolved,  in  tiie  mean  time,  to  employ  them 
'*  usefully  eUewhere,  and  haa  accepted  my  eervicea ;  but  be 
«  assured,  the  miHnent  the  enterprise  is  resomed,  that  I  will  re- 
"  turn  with  the  first  patrouiUe  which  embarks."  I  expreased 
the  aatiafactioD  which  this  assurance  gave  me ;  and,  after  a 
conversation  of  about  half  an  hour,  in  which  I  found  bim  as 
warm  and  steady  as  ever  in  the  buaineas,  I  took  my  leave ;  and 
to-oiorTow  I  am  to  have  my  letter  for  the  Directory.  This  con- 
TM-aation  with  Hoche,  has  given  me  spirits  to  recommence  these 
memorandams :  for,  in  fact,  my  mind  baa  been  in  a  state  of 
stiipiH'  ever  aince  I  landed  at  Brest,  from  our  unfortunate  expe- 
dition. Perfaapa  Providence  has  not  yet  given  us  up.  For  my  part, 
mj  conrage,  auch  as  it  la,  is  not  abated  one  single  jot  though  I 
aee  by  an  article  in  the  English  papers,  that  tbey  were  in  hopes 
to  catdi  the  vessel  aa  boardof  which  I  waa  embariud,  in  which 
case,  HiKf  were  kind  enou^  to  promise  that  I  should  be  pro- 
perly taken  care  of.  They  may  go  and  be  hanged,  and  "  Jds 
w(  iMiJw  thar  dtariot  of  a  nuh."  Bmiaparte  has  beaten  the 
Austrians  for  tlie  fivt-  and  fortietli  time  tlil-s  campaign  :  killed 
7,000  and  taknn  20.000.  I  mpntion  this,  because  it  may  bring 
about  a  prjKv  wilfa  the  Empcvor.  in  whifh  ca8f  we  shall  have 
nuttting  to  do  but  lay  along  vMi*  '<f  K'lf^lanil ;  and  pertiajM  we 
•ire  n«(  done  with  her  ycL  nVf.iU-  ticn*  i 
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I  \iill  ?9et  off  for  Hamburgh,  and  bring  niv  dear,  dear  lo^e,  and 
oiir  little  oncfly  and  I  think  I  will  plant  nivf^lfat  Nanterre,  be- 
side my  friend  Mr.  Sliee.  in  ortler  to  keep  tlie  communicatiou 
open  with  General  Clarke,  when  lie  I'eturns  :  and  may  be,  I  maj 
be  able  to  do  a  little  mischief  vet.  I  feel  tiiis  moment  like  a  man 
who  is  jtist  awakened  from  a  long  terrible  di-eam.  Vfho  is  my 
lover  that  I  am  to  see  at  Hanibui-gh*  in  God*3  name  ?  I  feci 
once  more  my  ancient  propciisities  revive.  We  sliali  see. 


February,  1797. 

February  1.  £•  3,  4,  5.  6.  7.  8.  Ye5(terday  morning  I  heard 
of  tlic  arrival  of  my  friend  Mr.  Shee,  from  Rochelle.  I  ran  off 
immediately  and  found  him  at  General  Clarke*s  apartments. 
He  was  delighted  to  see  me.  It  seems  tliey  had  a  dreadful  voyage 
of  it  in  the  Fraternite.  Tliey  sailed  at  one  time  four  and  twenty 
hours*  unnoticed,  in  the  very  middle  of  the  English  fleet  We 
soon  came  to  our  business,  in  which  he  seems  as  hearty  ase>xr ; 
he  tells  me  he  hoi)es  the  Government  will  renew  it*  by-and-by, 
on  a  grand  scale :  and  tliat  we  shall  have  the  co-operation,  so 
long  wished  for.  of  the  S]mnish  marine.  If  that  be  so,  all  may 
yet  be  i*eco^  ered.  He  tells  me  also,  that  he  had  seen  General 
Hoche.  and  spoken  to  him  about  me.  in  the  strongest  manner ; 
that  the  General  had  the  best  opinion  of  me,  and  had  applied 
personally  to  the  Director}'  and  to  General  Dupont*  in  whose  de^ 
partmentsuch  business  lies  during  the  absence  of  General  Clarke^ 
to  have  me  continued  on  the  tableau  of  tlie  army  :  that  the  Gene- 
ral also  told  him  of  my  desire  to  go  to  Hamburgh  to  bring  ray 
wife  and  family  to  France :  to  which  Mr.  Shee  observed*  Hmk 
I  might  be  more  usefully  employed  elsewhere,  and  that  he  knew 
me  so  well,  that  he  would  take  upon  himself  to  answer  fin*  nuv 
that  no  personal  considerations  should  prevent  me  going  wbere 
I  could  be  of  most  senice  to  tlic  cause.  I  told  Mr.  Shee  fliat  I 
waived  going  to  Hamburgtu  notwithstanding  the  state  ef  ny 
wife's  health,  and  was  ready,  in  an  liour,  to  go  wherever  the 
General  might  think  proper*  to  order  me.  I  tiben  mentioiied  to 
bim  General  Grouchy's  motives  for  sending  me  to  Paris,  and  I 
begg^ed  of  him,  if  he  fiMind  an  c^portunity,  to  express  to  Gemnl 
Hoche  the  favwabic  opinion  I  held  of  Groachy's  oondncb    Mn 
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Shee  told  mc  lie  was  very  glad  I  had  mentioned  that  circum- 
stance, as  it  gave  liim  tlic  key  to  one  or  two  tilings  wliirli  ap- 
peared unaccountable  to  liini ;  tliat  Grouciiy  uas,  at  present, 
rather  down  in  the  General's  opinion,  wliicli  lie  now  saw  must 
be  in  conse<iucnco  of  tlic  cabal  1  spoke  of,  but  tliat  he  would 
endeavor,  discreetly,  to  set  liim  right ;  so  I  am  in  bopea  I  have 
been  of  use  tu  my  lover  Grouchy  in  tlits  business.  I  do  not  know 
very  mucli  of  bim,  but  he  beliaves  like  a  gentleman ;  and  Jiia 
conduct  in  Bantry  Bay  was  as  spirited  as  1  could  desire,  and, 
besides,  I  liate  the  dirty  spirit  of  cabal  which  is  working  against 
him.  I  then  left  Mr.  Sliee,  having  fixed  to  call  on  bim  again 
tfaia  moi-niiig,  which  1  ilid  accordingly;  but  weliad  not  much 
conversation,  being  intciTupted  by  a  young  General  wlio  lost  a 
leg  at  Rastodt.  in  tlic  last  campaign  on  tlie  Rhine ;  liowevcr,  I 
gave  bim  McSliechy's  i-cfwrt,  Grouchy's  proclamation  to  the 
Irish,  and  my  own  opinion  at  the  council  of  war  held  in  Bantry 
Bay ;  I  also  gave  him  a  memorandum  of  the  namcA  of  tiie 
Nortiicm  Star,  Dublin  Evening  i'otit,  and  Cork  Gazette,  which 
I  strongly  pressed  him  to  have  procured  for  the  Directory ; 
and  he  went  immediately  to  sjicak  to  General  Dupont  on  tlie 
subject  I  am  tu  see  him  to-morrow  at  twelve.  -On  my  return, 
I  was  hailed  by  General  Uoche,  who  was  driving  through  tlie 
Rue  Montmartre,  and  informed  roe  tliat  my  affair  was  settled ; 
90  now  I  am  fixed  in  the  French  service,  if  nothing  better  offen 
in  my  own  country.  1  returned  tlie  General  my  acknowledg- 
ments, and  so  we  parted.  Altogether,  things  do  not  look  so 
gloomy  just  now  as  they  did  a  fortnight  ago.  If  the  Spaniards 
and  the  Directory  act  witli  siurit  and  decision,  all  may  yet  do 
well,  and  Ireland  he  independent.  As  to  myself,  I  can  at  least 
out  on  my  appointments,  and  if  I  had  my  family  here,  I  could 
be  as  happy  as  the  richest  man  in  Europe ;  but  the  state  of  my 
dearest  love's  healtli  keeps  me  in  the  most  mortal  inquietude. 
Two  nights  successively  1  have  started  out  t^  my  sleepy  in  a  cold 
sweat,  with  horrible  dreams  concerning  her.  I  have  read  her 
two  letters  a  thousand  times,  and  there  is  not  a  phrase  regard- 
ing her  health  that  I  have  not  turned  a  tliousand  diflerent  ways 
to  twinent  myBelf;  In  sliort.  I  am  truly  itiisproble  onhfritr- 
ooiuiL  To-muTow  I  uill  dcmanil  of  Mr.  Shcc.  whetlier  t  am 
to  be  em|iloyed  here  ur  not :  if  not.  the  moment  I  n««it«  mf  tA» 
pointmenta  I  will  set  out  In  meet  hn-.  If  I  »(ii  o^  v' 
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I  will  order  her  to  stay  at  Hamburgh  to  the  first  of  May,  whick 
is  about  three  months^  and  then  come  in  a  neutral  vessel  to 
Havre^  or  Dunkirk*  and  so  to  Paris.  I  hope  in  God  I  shall 
have  a  letter  from  her  now  in  two  or  tlircc  days,  in  answer  to 
mine  of  the  ISth  January :  it  is,  to-day^  tvrenty-six  days  since 
I  wrotp-v  and  I  think  I  must  soon  have  an  answer.  I  see  in  the 
English  papers  tliat,  in  a  late  debate  in  the  Irish  Parliamentf 
tlie  Lonl  Chancellor,  (my  old  friend  Fitzgibbon,  who  is  now 
Eai'l  of  Clare.)  did  me  the  favor  to  abuse  me  twice  by  name,  as 
the  fattier  of  the  United  Irishmen.  I  thouglit  he  had  forgotten 
me,  but  if  we  had  got  safe  into  Ireland,  ^ith  the  blessing  of 
Godf  I  would  have  rcfi-cshcd  his  memory.  In  the  same  debate, 
he  called  General  Ilochc  <*a  monsterf**  so,  at  least,  I  had  the 
pleasure  to  be  abused  in  good  company.  I  wrote  a  witty  note, 
in  an  unknown  language^  which  I  please  myself  to  call  French, 
to  the  General  tliei-eupon,  consoling  him  for  the  disgrace,  &c. 
I  tliink  I  am  gi-owing  sprightly  once  more,  but  God  knows  tho 
heart ! 

Febrtiary  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14.  15,  16,  17,  18.  Tliis  day  I 
removed  to  tlie  Hotel  des  Etats  Unis,  Rue  de  Toumon,  near 
the  Luxembourg,  as  I  have  been  very  inconveniently  off  at 
Mademoiselle  Boivei't*s,  my  ancient  landlady.  The  10th  in- 
8tant«  I  had  tlie  unspeakable  satisfaction  to  receive  a  letter  from 
my  dearest  love,  acquainting  me  that  her  health  was  much  bet- 
ter ;  she  had  received  my  two  Iettei*s,  and  tells  me  my  sister's 
maniage  was  fixed  for  tlie  second  day  after  :  so  I  am  in  hopes 
she  is  settled,  and  trust  in  God  she  will  be  happy.  Wrote  a  long 
letter  in  return  on  tlie  1 1  th.  General  Iloche  set  off  for  the  army 
on  the  13th.  Before  his  deiiarturo.  he  asked  Mr.  Shee,  whetiMr 
I  would  like  to  come  to  tlie  army  of  Sambre  et  Meuse  ?  To  which 
ho  answered  as  before,  tliat  he  was  sure  I  would  be  ready  to  go 
wherever  tiio  General  tliouglit  I  could  be  useful ;  on  which  the 
General  desired  him  to  propose  it  to  me.  This  was  in  conaequeMa 
of  a  conversation  I  had  with  Mr.  Shee,  in  which  I  mentkned 
to  him  that  I  thouglit  we  might  be  able,  in  conaequeiioe  of  my 
Bistorts  marriage,  to  open  a  communication  with  Irdand  fliroogh 
Hamburgh ;  at  which  General  Hoche  caught  direcfly.  It  was 
fixed,  in  consequence,  that  I  should  make  this  campaiga  wHh 
the  army  of  Sambre  et  Meuse,  in  order  to  be  near  his  penoB  | 
and  he  made  ajqplication  accordingly  to  flie  Directoy,  tat  my 
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brevet  as  Adjutant  General,  and  an  order  to  join  forthwith.    I 
learned,  in  the  Minister's  bureau,  that  I  am  designed  as  the 
officer  <<  charged  with  the  General's  foreign  correspondence." 
That  has  a  lofty  sound  !  Bruix,  who  is  Ms\jor  General  de  I'Ar- 
mee  Navale,  and  in  fact  conducted  tlie  naval  part  of  our  expe- 
dition, is  arrived  at  Paris,  in  order  to  confer  with  the  Directory 
and  Minister  of  Marine.   Ue  tells  Mr.  Shee,  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment will  grant  8,000,000  livres  for  the  navy,  he  will  engage, 
in  six  months,  to  have  thirty-five  sail  of  the  line  ready  to  put  to 
sea :  8,000,000  livres  is  about  jS  350,000.    I  trust  and  rely  the 
money  will  be  found ;  and  indeed  Truguet,  the  Minister,  told 
Mr.  Shee  that  he  had  made  out  some  part  already,  and  hopes  to 
secui'e  the  remainder.    The  Simniards,  I  believe,  will  give  us 
twenty-five  sail  of  tlic  line ;  and  if  we  can  make  out  even  twen- 
ty-five more,  that  will  make  fifty  sail.    Come,  all  is  not  despe- 
rate yet    In  tlie  mean  time,  I  see  in  the  English  papers,  that 
Government  is  arresting  all  tlie  world  in  Ireland.    Arthur 
O'Ccmnor,  who  it  seems  is  canvassing  for  county  Antrim,  is 
taken  up ;  but,  I  believe,  only  for  a  libel.    It  seems  he  was 
walking  with  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  when  he  was  arrested. 
It  is  not  for  nothing  that  these  two  young  gentlemen  were  walk- 
ing together.     I  would  give  a  great  deal  for  an  hour's  conver- 
sation with  O'Connor.    I  see  he  has  thrown  himself,  body  and 
soul,  into  tlie  revolution  of  Ids  country.    Well,  if  we  succeed, 
he  jrUl  obtain,  and  deserves,  one  of  the  first  stations  in  the 
Government    He  is  a  noble  fellow,  that  is  the  truth  of  it    I 
am  now  waiting  for  my  brevet  and  order  to  join,  and  eke,  for 
my  gratification  ff  entree  en  campagnCf  which  amounts  to  800 
livres,  together  with  two  months'  pay,  which  ^ill  make,  en 
wumtrairef  330  livres  more ;  and  my  trunk  has  not  yet  arrived 
from  Brest,  and  will  not  be  here  tiiis  month,  and  before  that 
time  I  may  bo  at  Cologne,  where  our  head  quarters  are  fixed ; 
and  in  my  trunk  are  two  gold  watches  and  chains,  and  my  flute^ 
and  my  papers,  and  all  that  makes  life  dear  to  me ;  and  so  I  am 
in  per|dexity  and  doubtful  dilemma.    I  must  see  and  spin  out 
tfie  time^  if  possible,  till  my  trunk  arrives,  or  I  shall  be  in  a 
atalDof  anxiety  thereupon,  which  will  be  truly  alarming.    I 
called  on  my  friend  Monroe  yesterday.  He  is  recalled,  and  tto 
Directory  have  refused  to  acknowledge  Pinckney,  who  m 
named  to  succeed  him.    He  leaves  Paris  in  ten  days  fi>* 
Vol.  11—44 
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rica,  and  I  want  to  write  bj  him  to  Dr.  Heynolib,  and  to  my 
brother.  If  Mat  were  here  now,  I  could  name  him  my  At^oiiit 
directly.  I  think  I  vnll  leave  his  comuig  to  his  own  (^oiu 
He  can  at  any  time  return  to  America ;  so  I  believe  I  vrill  write 
to  him  to  come  at  once. 

February  19*  20,  21,  22.  I  see  by  the  Courier  of  the  14tfa 
instant  that  Robert  and  William  Simms  are  arrested  for  pub- 
lishing Artliur  0*Connor*s  letter,  as  it  should  8eem»  for  the 
account  is  rather  confused.  I  collect  from  another  paragraph 
in  the  same  paper,  that  tliey  were  released  on  the  9tii ;  bat 
O'Connor  remains  in  custody.  He  has  proposed  himself  as 
candidate  for  county  Antrim,  and  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  return- 
ed ;  and  it  is  for  a  letter  to  tlie  electors  of  that  county  that  he  has 
been  arrested.  Government  will  mo^'e  heaven  and  earth  to 
keep  him  out  There  is  now  scarcely  one  of  my  friends  in  Ire- 
land but  is  in  prison,  and  most  of  them  in  peril  of  their  Uvea  ; 
for  the  system  of  terror  is  carried  as  fiir  there,  as  ever  it  was 
in  France  in  the  time  of  Robespierre.  I  tliuik  I  will  call  on 
Camot  to-day,  and  propose  to  him  to  write  to  Dr.  Reynolds,  te 
have  some  person  on  whom  we  can  depend,  sent  over  from  Ire- 
land, in  order  to  confer  with  the  Government  here.  It  may  ho 
easily  done,  and  my  letter  will  go  in  perfect  safety  by  Mon- 
roe. Allons ! 

February  23.  Called  on  General  Dupont  yesterday,  in  order 
to  go  with  him  to  Camot  Instead  of  bringing  me,  he  took 
upon  himself  to  give  me  instructions,  as  to  what  I  should  write. 
I  found  his  instructions  very  fiivolous.  I  will  write  now  on  nf 
o^n  plan. 

FdnTtary  24.  This  day  I  called  on  Monroe,  and  gave  him  a 
letter  of  eight  pages  for  Dr.  Reynolds,  in  which  I  gare  ft 
detidled  account  of  our  late  expedition,  and  assure  him  of  the 
determination  of  the  French  Government  to  persevere  in  oar 
business.  I  likewise  oflRer  him  a  rapid  sketeh  of  the  prcsent 
postore  of  the  great  powers  of  Europe,  in  order  to  satisfy  Urn 
of  the  permanency  of  the  Republic,  together  witii  a  brief  visv 
of  our  comparative  resources  as  to  England.  Finally^  I  deaiie 
him,  observing  the  most  profound  secrecy  and  rigid  cantioiip  te 
write  to  Ireland,  and  by  preference,  if  possibl^  to  R.  &,  te 
send  a  proper  person  to  Hamburgh,  addressed  to  the  Freacii 
Resident  there,  in  order  to  come  on  to  Paris  and  oonlBr 
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tbe  DirecbH?.  I  calculate,  if  nothing  extraordinai7  happens 
to  delay  hinit  that  that  person  may  be  here  by  the  middle  of 
July  next ;  finally,  I  desire  him  to  assure  my  friends  that  we 
have  stronger  hopes  than  ever  of  success,  and  to  entreat  them, 
in  the  mean  time,  to  remain  quiet,  and  not,  by  a  premature  ex- 
plosiiHi,  give  the  English  Government  a  pretext  to  let  loose  their 
dragoons  upon  them.  Such  is  the  substance  of  my  letter,  which 
I  have  every  reason  to  hope  will  go  safe. 
t  Fefrniary  85.  Walked  to  Nanterre  to  see  my  friend  Shee,  with 
whom  1  will  spend  two  days. 

FAruary  £6.  At  work  with  Mr.  Shee,  writing  a  memorial 
relating  to  our  business,  which  is  to  be  given  to  Lacuee,  of  the 
Council  of  Ancients,  with  whom  I  am  a  little  acquainted.  Be 
is  particularly  connected  with  Caniot,  which  is  the  reason  we 
address  ourselves  to  him.  It  is  in  the  form  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
SbiK  to  Qeneral  Clarke. 

FAruarii  S7.  Returned  this  day  to  Paris. 

Fefrmory  SB.  Called  on  Lacuee  with  tlio  memorial.  Found 
him  busily  engaged  with  his  Secretary.  Left  hun  the  paper, 
and  fixed  to  call  on  him  in  two  or  three  days. 


Makch,  1797. 

JfdrcA  ],  S,  3.  I  lead  the  life  of  a  dog  here  in  Paris,  where 
1  am  as  much  alone  as  in  the  deserts  of  Arabia.  This  night,  in 
downright  wretchedness,  I  am  come  to  a  tavern,  where  I  write 
thia  memorandum  in  a  little  liox  by  myself.  It  is  miserable.  I 
wmder,  shall  I  ever  be  so  hiqipy  as  to  see  my  dearest  love  and 
o>F  lltde  ones  mce  more.  My  mind  is  overgrown  with  docks 
tnl  tiustles,  for  want  of  cultivation,  and  I  cannot  help  it,  for  I 
IwTCBotasoultospeaktowhomlcareafartiiingabout  There 
an  aboat  half  a  dozen  Irishmen  here  in  Paris  that  I  have  seen, 
bat  ttwy  are  aad  vulgar  wretchee,  and  I  have  been  used  to  rather 
feetlwcoBipaRy  in  all  respects.  Well,  let  me  change  tiie  subject 
I  hne  beca  lately  introdnced  to  the  fiuDOUs  'Iltomas  Paine*  and 
like  him  very  well.  He  Ls  vain  bcyoiKl  all  bctk-f,  Imt  lit'  lia<; 
reason  to  be  vain,  and  for  my  part  I  forgive  him.  He  hax  iloiie 
wonders  for  the  cause  of  liberty,  both  in  Amerlni  aiwl  Enmpc, 
and  I  believe  him  to  be  conscientioii^Iv    ' 
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converses  extremely  well ;  and  I  find  him  wittier  in  discourse 
than  in  his  writings,  where  his  humor  is  clumsy  enough.    Ho 
read  me  some  passages  from  a  reply  to  the  Bishop  of  LandafT, 
which  he  is  preparing  for  the  press  in  which  he  belabors  the 
prelate  without  mercy.   He  seems  to  plume  himself  more  on  hiB 
theology  than  his  politics^  in  wliich  I  do  not  agree  with  him.   I 
mentioned  to  liim  tiiat  I  had  known  Burke  in  England,  and 
spoke  of  the  sliattered  state  of  his  mind^  in  consequence  of  tiie 
death  of  his  only  son  Richard.    Paine  immediately  said  that  it 
was  tlic  Rights  of  Man  which  had  broke  his  heart,  and  that  tlie 
death  of  his  son  gave  him  occasion  to  develop  tiie  chagrin  whidi 
had  preyed  upon  him  ever  since  the  appearance  of  that  work*  I 
am  sure  the  Rights  of  Man  have  tormented  Burke  exceedingly, 
but  I  have  seen  myself  the  workings  of  a  father*s  grief  on  his 
spirit,   and  I  could  not  be  deceived.    Paine  has  no  children  I'^ 
Oh  !  my  little  babies,  if  I  was  to  lose  my  Will,  or  my  litfle 
Fantom !  Poor  little  souls,  I  doat  upon  them,  and  on  their  dar- 
ling mother,  whom  I  love  ten  tiiousand  times  more  than  my  own 
existence.  Tliey  are  never  out  of  my  tlioughts.    But,  to  return 
to  Paine :  He  drinks  like  a  fish,  a  misfortune  which  I  have 
known  to  befall  other  celebrated  patriots.    I  am  told,  \hat  the 
true  time  to  see  him  to  advantage  is  about  ten  at  night,  with  a 
bottie  of  brandy  and  water  before  him,  which  I  can  very  well  con- 
ceive. I  have  not  yet  had  that  advantage,  but  must  contrive,  if  I 
can,  to  sup  witli  him  at  least  one  night,  before  I  set  off  for  the  ar- 
my. Three  days  ago  I  saw  sixty  stand  of  the  Emperor's  cokm^ 
jn-esented  by  General  Augereaii,  of  the  army  of  Italy.    They 
were  taken  in  Mantua ;  and  the  President  of  the  Directory, 
Rcwbell,  presented  Augereau,  in  return,  with  the  colors  of  tiie 
62d  demi-brigade,  which  he  had  carried  over  the  bridg^e  of  Lodi 
under  tlie  fire  of  tiie  enemy,  and  which  had  been  voted  to  him  in 
<x)nsequence  by  the  Conseil  des  500.  It  was  a  glorious  spectacle^ 
and  what  rendered  it  more  interesting,  the  father  and  mother  of 
Augereau,  (his  father  an  old  soldier,  and  his  mother  a  honne  hour* 
geoisCf)  were  close  beside  him  at  the  moment,  and  his  brother 
attended  him  as  his  aid-de-camp.    What  a  crowd  of  ideas  did 
this  groape  produce  instantaneously  in  my  mind !  Well,  if  we 
had  succeeded  in  our  expedition— —but  no  matter.— <<  Tomt  et  fid 
<«  tit  differi^  n^ut  pas  perdu.**  We  shall  see  yet  what  torn  tlili^ 
may  take.   The  adore  were  carried  by  sixty  old  mMkaen, 
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I  was  delighted  with  the  _fierU  with  wliirh  those  veterans  pre- 
sented tbemsclvcfu  I  find  the  spirit  of  enthusiasm  abate  daily 
inmymind.  "  Le temps  et  lenuiUiair oat fletrimoname."  Yetl 
could  not  be  insensible  to  tliis  Rpectacle,  which  bnnight  t^ieteara 
into  my  eyes  more  tlian  once.  I  thought  of  my  own  fatiier ;  how 
proud  be  would  be  of  me,  if  we  were  to  sur^ecd  in  Ireland. 
Well,  all  in  good  time. 

Mdreh  4, 5.  Gave  Mr.  Monroe  a  letter  Tor  my  brother,  under 
cover*  to  Dr.  Reynolds,  in  wbtrli  1  recommend  to  hiro  to  come  to 
France,  but  witliout  pressing  him  vi^ry  strongly.  I  wish  to  God 
he  were  hereto-night.  Monroe  willsctoffin  four  or  five  days. 

Mardt  6,  7,  %,  9,  10.  Receiveil  a  letter  from  Mary,  infonn- 
ing  mc  of  her  marriage,  and  written  evidently  with  a  contented 
heart  I  trust  in  God  she  wilt  be  happy.  Enclosed  was  a  letter 
tram  my  poor  dear  love,  about  whose  health  I  am  in  most  dread- 
ful anxiety.  She  has  removed  to  the  suburbs  of  Hamburgh, 
where  I  hope  she  will  be  better.  Maria  wrote  me  a  little  F.  S. 
She  writes  like  a  little  angel.  Aaswercd  the  two  letters  imme- 
diately, but  the  post  will  not  serve  till  the  thirteenth.  Received 
my  gratification  d'entree  en  campagne,  800Ls£33  sterili^. 

March  II,  12.  Applied  to-day  and  got  an  iH^er  fm*  my  ^ar- 
rears since  the  1st  Nivose.  In  the  mai^n  of  the  order  I  ob- 
■erved  the  following  note:  <'  Abto.  L'acti-citi  et  la  grandt  util- 
iti  deeeti^eur,  ont  iti athiUii par  le  Bureau de»  offiaen genf- 
ronx."  This  is  very  handsome. 

Mmh  13,  14,  19,  16,  17,  18,  19,  SO.  Dined  to-day  with 
Cherin,  who  sets  off  to-night  for  the  army  of  Sambre  et  Mcuse. 
I  hope  to  follow  him  in  a  week  at  farthest,  as  I  am  promised 
my  frttii  de  route  by  that  time.  Came  home  after  dinner. 
■ltd  aat  some  time  alone,  and  devoured  with  the  spleen.  Open- 
ed my  desk,  and  read  over  all  my  dearest  Io>Vs  letters.  They 
an  my  constant  refuge,  but  latterly  I  am  moat  terribly  alarm- 
ed for  her  health.  If  I  «'ere  so  miserable  as  to  lose  faer,  I 
do  not  think  I  could  ever  survive  it,  and  then  what  would 
become  of  our  dearest  little  babies?  Darling  little  things,  I 
4aat  on  than.  My  poor  Maria ;  tbere  are  two  postscripts  of 
her  wilting :  it  is  impossible  to  express  how  much  I  Imi'  lli<- 
ail ;  shall  I  ever  have  tJte  liappiiirss  1«  see  tjrem  again?  Well, 
I  must  not  think  of  that  now.   Sent  out  for  a  Ipmon  n 

d  determined  ti 
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pwMhJ^  Oh  tbat  my  dearest  love  were  at  the  other  side  of  flie 
little  table  where  I  am  writing  this:  <<  ^tianquam  oh  /''  There 
is  one  tiling  which  I  have  had  occasion  to  remark  to-night,  and 
a  thousand  times  before,  since  my  arrival  in  France,  viz.  <<  That 
it  is  not  good  for  man  to  he  alone.**  If  I  had  my  dear  and  un- 
fortunate friend  Russell  beside  me,  to  consult  on  every  occasion^ 
I  should  no  doubt  have  conducted  myself  infinitely  better,  and, 
at  all  events,  I  should  have  had  infinitely  more  enjoyment.  I 
have  read  a  good  deal  latterly,  but  with  very  little  profit  In 
reading,  an  observation  has  struck  me ;  veiy  well ;  but  I  have 
nobody  to  communicate  it  to ;  I  cannot  discuss  it,  nor  follow  it 
up  to  its  consequences.  In  an  hour  it  is  lost,  and  I  remember  it 
no  more;  whereas  if  I  had  a  friend  to  whom  I  could  open  myself 
it  would  have  become  a  principle.  All  this  is  not  my  fault  Of 
all  the  privations  I  have  ever  suffered,  tlmt  which  I  most  sensibly 
fed,  is  the  want  of  a  friend  since  my  arrival  in  France,  toiiriiom 
I  could  open  my  heart  If  William,  if  Matt,  if  Russell,  wore 
here,  what  a  difference  would  it  make  in  my  situation  to-nigfat 
Well,  I  will  go  to  my  dreary  bed;  I  declare  I  am  weary  (rf my 
existence. 

March  21,  22,  23,  24.  Received  this  day  a  letter  from  my 
sister,  which  has  thrown  me  into  the  greatest  distress.  I  mach 
fear  that  I  shall  lose  my  best  beloved  wife ;  I  cannot  write. 

March  25.  Wrote  to  my  wife  and  sister,  promising  to  join 
them  in  a  month  if  possible ;  took  my  place  in  the  Diligmce  Sat 
Liege  for  the  29th,  having  received  my  frais  de  route  yesterday. 

March  26,  27,  28.  Blank. 

Journey  to  Colooite. 

March  29.  Set  off  from  Paris  at  three  in  the  aftemooBy  in 
the  Diligence,  for  Liege ;  travelled  all  night 

March  30.  Breakfast  at  Soissons ;  supper  at  Rheims,  wfaichf 
from  the  little  I  saw  of  it  seems  to  me  a  delightful  spot;  visited 
the  Cathedral  where  the  Kings  of  France  used  to  be  consecraled; 
it  is  a  noble  Godiic  structure^  but  I  fancy  it  will  be  some  Htm 
before  that  ceremony  will  be  again  perfonned  fliere;  drank 
excellent  red  champaign,  which  is  called  Yin  Rose,  and  set 
travelled  all  night  again. 

March  31.  Dined  at  Lannay,  a  village,  and  arrived,  ii 

evening,  atMe8ieraB^a8tireda8ahor8e;gottobedeai^i 
slept  like  a  top. 
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April,  1797. 

April  1.  Slept  at  Rocroy,  famous  for  the  battle  gained  in 
1643,  by  the  great  Conde,  in  which  he  annihilated  the  Spanish 
infantry,  and  thereby  changed  the  destiny  of  Europe.  I  should 
have  observed  that  we  crossed  the  Meuse  at  Mezieres,  wh^re  it 
is  not  very  considerable.  I  have  now  traversed  Champagne^ 
and  have  seen  nothing  remarkable ;  it  is  a  flat  country,  inter- 
esting only  from  the  high  state  of  its  cultivation.  Rheims  is 
the  best  thing  in  it. 

April  £.  Slept  at  Givet,  immediately  over  which  is  Charie- 
moot,  a  place  I  should  judge  impregnable  from  its  situation  on 
a  rock^  great  part  of  which  is  inaccessible.  There  are  three  no- 
ble barracks  at  Givet,  one  for  cavalry  and  two  for  infantry.  In 
the  b^inning  of  the  war  the  Austrians  penetrated  as  far  as  the 
hills  <^posite  Givet,  but,  upon  observing  Charlemont  with  their 
perspectives,  it  held  out  so  little  temptation  to  them,  that  they 
socm  retired;  crossed  the  Meuse  again,  which  is  beginning  to 
grow  interesting.  The  banks  on  each  side  rise  boldly,  and,  in 
many  places,  are  covered  with  wood.  Passed  a  chateau  belong- 
ing to  the  civedant  Duke  de  Beaufort,  who  has  had  the  good 
sense  not  to  emigrate ;  it  is  a  most  delicious  spot,  on  the  edge 
of  flie  river,  highly  fertile  and  cultivated,  which  is  well  con- 
trasted by  the  lofty  rocks,  which  rise  bare  and  perpendicular 
on  flie  opposite  bank  to  an  uncommon  height  Entered  the  For- 
est of  Ardennes,  which  brought  Touchstone  immediately  to  my 
mind:  «  WeUy  now  lam  in  ArdenneSf  the  more  fool  Ij  when  I 
was  at  homej  I  was  in  a  better  place.'*  A  most  infernal  road, 
but  a  most  romantic  country ;  dined  at  Feray,  which  is  com- 
pletely Llangollen ;  I  never  saw  a  completer  Welch  landscape 
tat  moontains,  wood,  and  water. 

J^rU  3.  Breakfasted  at  Dinant,  on  the  road  to  which,  close 
to  the  edge  of  the  Meuse,  is  a  remarkable  sugar-loaf  rock,  which 
rins  to  an  immense  height  The  road  passes  between  this  su- 
gar-loaf and  an  immense  pUe  of  rocks  on  the  oflier  side ;  and 
thwe  is  not,  I  amsure,  a  foot  more  than  flie  breadtii  of  the  car- 
tinge ;  the  paasage  was  opened  by  Loois  the  XIY.  Ofp^ 
Dinanft  is  Bonvines ;  fliis  count^^  is  a  sort  of  daMici 
finrnFrendiolloer*  Since  I  have  last  crossed  flieBleM 
are  bq^inning  to  wear  a  FlemiA  appearancse;  pw 
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Ciiiey.  where  there  was  a  fiuTy  not  very  unlike  an  English  or 
Irish  one ;  slept  at  Freneux. 

j^priM.  Crossed  the  Meuse  again,  and  arrived  at  Liege 
about  ten  o'clock ;  on  the  road  neai*  Liege  is  a  most  magnifi- 
cent abbey  of  Benedictines,  which  Is,  in  fact  a  palace.  At  pre* 
sent,  however,  tlic  French  have  laid  their  ungodly  hands  on  the 
revenues,  so  I  do  not  know  how  tlie  Reverend  Fathers  make  it 
out.  llie  approach  to  Liege  put  me  in  mind  of  that  to  Birming- 
ham ;  not  that  the  face  of  tlie  counti*y  is  tlie  same,  but  that,  in 
both  cases,  tlicrc  is  a  great  number  of  neat  country  botxes, 
extremely  well  kept,  that  the  fields  are  well  drest,  and  the 
gardens  highly  cultivated,  a  proof  that  the  inhabitants  are  al 
their  ease,  as  is  generally  the  case  in  great  manufacturing 
towns.  Liege  itself  is  a  melancholy  dirty  spot ;  the  palace  of 
the  Prince  Bishop  has  the  air  of  a  convent ;  it  is  a  square 
building ;  the  inside  of  which  forms  a  court,  round  which  runs  an 
arcade,  wliere  there  arc  little  shops  of  divers  sorts ;  by-tiie-by 
even  in  the  Palais  Royal,  at  Paris,  tlie  ground  floor  of  the  Duke 
of  Orleans*  apai*tments  is  laid  out  in  shops,  which  has  oftm 
surprised  me.  An  English  nobleman  would  not  sufier  flie  inte- 
rior of  the  palace  to  be  so  shabbily  occupied.  Walked  about  the 
town,  which  offers  nothing  remarkable  except  the  number  of 
little  boys  who  exci-cise  tlie  tratlc  of  pimping,  and  handle  the 
cudiiceus  with  gi*eat  dexterity.  A  stranger  Is  beset  with  them  at 
every  comer;  the  instant  he  arrives,  thiee  or  four  of  tiiem 
round  him :  ^*  Mmsieun  monsieur  I  Vonlcz  vans  queje  vau$ 
duise;  ^in7icans$  qiiinxemis;  laplusjoliefemmtdelaviUem*^ 
Yet  Liege  has  always  been  under  an  ecclesiastical  Govemment- 
The  Cathedral  was,  I  believe,  magnificent  but  the  French  hsve 
demolished  it,  and  it  is  now  a  heap  of  ruins.  The  courts  of  justice^ 
&c.  are  held  in  the  Episcojial  palace.  Supped  in  company  widi  a 
Pole  named  Mokosky,  who  was  secretary  to  Kosciusko ;  found 
him  extremely  interesting,  which  might  in  some  degree,  periuqpe 
result  from  the  similarity  of  our  situations,  each  of  us  being  ban- 
ished from  our  coimtry,  and  seeking  refuge  in  France,  from  flie 
same  motives :  sate  late  with  him ;  the  only  pleasant  evening  I 
have  had  on  my  journey ;  I  like  him  ^-ery  much ;  he  idolim 
Kosciusko^  and  speaks  of  him  as  of  a  being  of  superior  order  ; 
his  amversation  brought  a  thousand  ideas  fresh  into  ny 
Wel^  let  me  have  done  with  that  subject  for  the  present; 
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a  time  for  all  tfainga ;  and  mine  may  come  yet  The  country 
abont  Li^e,  especially  ttie  garden  belonging  to  tlie  Bout^eois,  is 
in  the  highest  possible  state  of  cultivation.  Tliua  far  I  have  re- 
marked no  traces  of  the  raragea  of  war,  except  a  part  of  one  of 
the  fauxboui^  which  was  destroyed  by  the  fire  of  the  Au3> 
faians. 

Jpril  5.  Traversed  the  Duchy  of  Limbourg;  a  rich  parterre 
country,  the  verdure  of  which  is  not  exceeded  by  that  of  Ire- 
land, and  which  is  kept  with  an  exactness  and  pn^ricty  of 
cultivation  which  I  have  not  remarked  even  in  tJic  finest  parts 
of  England.  The  peasants  are  sturdy  and  tall,  well  fed,  and 
well  cloUied ;  most  of  them  wear  blue  smock  frocks ;  the  farm 
houses  are  capital  mansions ;  and  every  thing  hears  the  appear- 
ance of  ease  and  plenty ;  the  horses  are  remarkably  well  kept ; 
in  short,  I  thought  myself  in  the  very  finest  part  of  Yorkshire; 
bat  Limbourg  has  the  advantage  in  point  of  cultivation.  Ar- 
rived in  Qte  evening  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  but  too  late  to  see  any 
thing.  Every  thing  now  is  Gennan. 

Jpril  6.  Set  olTtliis  morning  in  an  open  carriage^  with  the 
wind  in  my  face,  and  a  snow  storm ;  traversed  the  Ouchy  of 
Jnliers;  a  corn  country,  well  cultivated,  but  very  inferior  to 
Limbourg  in  the  appearance  of  every  thing,  especially  the  farm 
houses,  which,  in  Julters,  are  very  mean,  and  grow  worse  as 
we  tq;)proached  Cologne,  where  we  arrived  at  six  in  the  even- 
ing. Hit^nis  longcE,  chartseqve  vixque.  In  the  course  of  this 
jonmey,  I  am  surprised  at  the  insignificance  of  the  observa- 
tions which  presented  themselves  to  me ;  in  fact,  my  journal  is 
tiie  counterpart  of  Kid  Codling's  rcmarlis,  **  Memorandum, 
fcathen  wiU  gwim  in  the  salt  sea,"  but  many  reasons  concur 
to  render  my  tour  barren.  In  the  first  place,  my  mind  is  totally 
occnpied  by  the  state  of  my  dearest  life's  health,  to  the  exclu- 
aton  of  all  other  objects.  I  can  safely  say,  that  since  I  left 
Faria,  she  has  never  been  one  instant  out  of  my  thoughts.  I 
an  more  unhappy  about  her  than  I  can  express.  She  is  the 
ddight  (tf  my  eyes,  the  joy  of  my  heart,  the  only  object  for 
wbidi  I  wish  to  live.  I  doat  upon  ber  to  distraction.  We  are 
now  nearly  twelve  years  married,  aiiU  1  loit-  lici'  t.rt  llmusand 
times  more  than  the  first  liour  of  our  union.  Oil  Bty  life,  my 
love,  wh»t  should  1  do,  if  I  were  so  miserabV  IV  *"  '"w  ■ 

t  me,  if  possible,  banish  tlji'4  liurrilt!< 
rot.  11—45 
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placcy  I  apprehend  tliat  I  have  not  the  talent  for  obscrvatioiu 
nor  pei*haps  the  knowledge,  or,  rather,  the  reading,  necessary : 
For  I  perceive  tliat  tours,  to  borrow  Steiiic's  comparison,  as 
well  as  books,  are  made  like  apothecai*ies*  mixtui'es,  by  poui*- 
ing  out  of  one  vessel  into  another.  There  aiv  five  hundi-ed 
Vade  niecums,  by  the  aid  of  w  hirh  I  see  any  bo«ly  may  write 
a  tour,  hilt  for  my  pai*t«  I  am  lieinously  unprovided,  seeing  that 
1  have  not  e\en  the  Livi-e  des  Postes,  for  want  of  which,  I 
hav(%  in  my  journal  of  the  2d  instant  placed  Funiay  after 
Givet,  whereas,  any  well-informed  tourist,  who  will  only  take 
tlie  trouble,  without  quitting  his  fii*eside,  to  o])en  his  eyes  ami 
h)ok  on  tlie  map,  will  see  that  Firmay  precwles  Givet,  whereby 
I  am  convicted  of  an  unpai-donable  eri-or  in  geography,  and 
such  as  may  raise  in  disinterested  miiuls  a  doubt  whether,  in 
fact,  I  ever  visited  tliase  i*emote  countries,  of  \>hich  I  pretend 
to  speak.  In  tlie  next  phtce^  I  am  quite  alone,  witliout  a  soul 
to  siK'ak  to,  that  I  care  one  fai-tliing  about^  or  that  cares  one 
fai-tliing  for  me.  If  1  wei-e  to  make  the  tour  of  Europe  to  my 
mind,  I  would  choase  for  my  compagnotis  de  xoyage^  my  wife* 
Russell,  and  George  Knox.  It  would  be  a  most  delicious  pai*- 
ty.  I  love  Gi^orge  Kiu)x  de^irly ;  and  for  my  wife  and  Russell, 
they  make,  1  may  say,  a  pai-t  of  my  existence.  Well!  when 
the  peace  comes,  we  shall  see  moi*e.  In  the  last  place,  I  have 
been  sluit  up,  all  ah^ng.  in  an  execrable  diligence^  irom  which 
it  is  almost  imi)ossibIe  to  see  any  tiling,  and  when  we  aiiived 
in  tlie  evening,  at  our  station,  I  was  generally  so  fatigued,  that 
my  first  object  was  to  get  to  bed  as  s<H)n  as  jjossible.  I  there- 
fore i*efer  my  dearest  h)ve  and  my  little  babies,  for  whom,  and 
for  Russell  alone,  I  write  these  memorandums,  to  tlie  innumeo 
rable  toui*s  which  have  been,  and  may  be,  written  throagh 
Fi-ance  and  the  Pays  Bas,  for  that  infonnation  in  which  I  am 
so  scandalously  deficient,  notwithstanding  that  I  have  spent 
eight  or  nine  whole  days  in  tlie  stage  coach,  between  Paris  and 
Cologne,  and  have  traversed  at  least  four  hundred  miles  of  the 
territory  of  the  Republic. 

^pril  7.  Cologne. — (Tliat  I  take  to  be  the  true  style  of  a  mo* 
dem  tourist)  In  Cologne  I  see«  as  yet,  nothing  remariLahku. 
"^'ent  with  the  Adjutant  Genei*al  Gastines,  with  w^hom  I  tn- 
veiled  to  tlie  quartier  OeneraL  The  General  busy,  and  ooald 
not  see  us,  but  sent  to  invite  us  to  dinner.  Dinner  veiy 
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ant.  1  should  be  as  happy  as  an  Emperor,  if  it  were  not  for 
the  increasing  anxiety  I  feet  for  my  dearest  life  and  soul,  wliich, 
at  every  instant,  shoots  across  my  mind.  If  ever  I  feel  myself 
for  a  moment  disposed  to  enjoy  any  tiling,  that  cruel  idea  recurs 
to  me,  and  sinlut  roe  at  once.  My  situation  is  most  cruel  at 
this  moment ;  just  at  tlic  opening  of  the  campaign,  I  am  obliged, 
if  I  can,  without  disgrace,  to  quit  tiie  army,  or,  if  I  stay,  I 
risque  the  death  of  my  wife,  to  mc  tlie  most  terrible  of  all 
events,  and  1  leave  my  tlirce  little  children  at  Hambnrgh  with- 
out the  protection  of  father  or  mother,  depending  solely  on  the 
fKendship  of  my  sister,  who  is  lierself  depending  on  tier  hus- 
band, to  whom  I  am  an  utter  stranger.  It  is  terrible!  I  have 
already  uTitten  twice  to  my  dearest  love,  tliat  I  will,  if  possi- 
ble, proceed  from  Cologne  to  join  lier.  I  must  now  sec  how 
that  can  l>c  done  with  honor;  if  it  cannot  be  done  with  honor, 
it  is  not  my  f^uiit;  and,  in  that  rase,  if  we  must  all  perish,  we 
must,  and  there  is  no  remedy.  My  mind  is  distaw^ted  to-night 
with  a  thousand  opposite  thoughts,  luid  I  know  not  wliere  to 
fix.  I  ammoRttruly  mlsemble!  Went  to  the  Spectacle  for  want 
of  other  idleness.  Saw  (Edipe  d  Cologne  butchered;  a  wicked 
punster  beliind  me,  said  it  was  truly  (Edipe  d  Cologne. 

JlprU,  S.  Ml'.  Stiee  is  at  Bonn,  five  leagues  from  this.  He  is 
appointed  by  the  General  President  of  the  Committee  of  Ad- 
ministration of  the  Pays  Canquls.  Took  leave  of  the  General, 
and  set  off  for  Bonn  at  txa  o'clock,  in  the  Diligence.  Found 
Mr.  Slice  in  the  gout  in  his  bed,  and  Ids  brother  commission- 
ers at  work  about  liim.  Fixed  to  see  him  early  to-moi-row, 
when  I  will,  if  I  can,  settle  witJi  liim  what  I  am  to  do  under 
the  present  painful  circumstances. 

JprU  9.  Called  on  Mr.  Slice  early,  and  mentioned  to  him 
my  present  situation.  After  turning  it  in  all  possible  lights, 
'we  agreed  tiiat  I  should  write  a  letter  to  the  General,  suggest- 
ing the  necessity  of  opening  a  communication  witii  Ireland, 
and  offering,  in  case  lie  had  not  otherwise  disposed  of  me,  to 
go  in  person  to  Hamburgh  for  tliat  purpose.  Wrote  the  letter 
jicconlingly.  wliirli  Mp.  Slice  tntntiliilnl,  siiiil  I  sigtu-il.  I.rfl 
Mr.  Shee  with  his  commissionefs.  and  walked  about  Tlmin, 
which  is  a  cliarming  little  tonii.  It  wtu  (he  rcridenrr  itf  tlie 
Elector  uf  Cologne,  wlio  hax  a  mont  snjrrti  ><  '  rtidecdf 

cvcrpt  the  Chateau  Av  Vcrsnill'-.. 
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ever  saw;  the  King  of  England  has  nothing  like  it  It  is  now 
converted  into  an  hospital  for  tlie  French  soldiers,  and  I  am 
sorry  to  see  it  already  a  good  deal  damaged.  The  garden  is 
likewise  metamorphosed  into  a  park  of  artillery,  in  which,  how- 
ever, tlierc  are  at  present  but  a  few  caissons.  About  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  from  tlie  town,  tliere  is  a  scoind  palace,  not  so  mag- 
nificent as  the  fii*st,  but  which  I  should  certainly  prefer  for  a- 
residence ;  it  is  called  Poppelsdorf,  was  the  Elector's  country 
seat,  and  has,  I  am  told,  a  handsome  jardin  Anglais.  It  iSf 
also,  converted  into  an  hospital.  Before  tlie  war  tlie  road  from 
Cologne  to  Bonn,  being  fifteen  miles,  was  planted  on  boHi 
sides  like  an  avenue,  but  all  tlie  trees  are  now  cut  down,  and 
the  beauty  of  the  i-oad  is  lost  This,  however,  is  one  of  the  least 
inconvrniences  of  war.  Opposite  to  Bonn,  on  tlie  other  side  of 
tlie  Rhine,  are  the  Seven  Mountains,  which  form  a  very  strik- 
ing and  picturesque  object  Three  of  them  are  surmounted  by 
castles,  and  furnished,  in  former  days,  a  retreat  to  the  famous 
Robert  chef  de  brigands.  The  Rhine  itself  presents  nothing 
very  remarkable  here  ;  it  seems  to  me  something,  butnotmud^ 
larger  than  the  Shannon,  at  Athlone :  tlie  water,  just  now,  is 
muddy,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  always  so.  On  the 
opposite  bank  is  also  the  abbey  of  Siegburg,  situated  on  llie 
summit  of  a  hill,  which  forms  a  very  striking  object  I  entered 
one  or  two  of  tlie  chuirhe^,  in  wliich  there  are  abundance  of 
very  middling  pictures,  and  execrably  bad  statuary.  Dined 
with  MM.  tlie  commissioners,  very  agreeably.  From  the  win* 
dows  of  the  dining  room  I  saw  the  advanced  posts  of  the  enemy» 
on  tlie  otiier  side  of  tlie  Rhine.  Tliey  are  only  a  small  detach- 
ment of  O'DonnePs  free  coqis,  dressed  in  green  jackets  and 
red  pantaloons,  with  ca]is  and  white  belts.  Came  home  early 
and  went  to  bed.  I  am  not  at  all  well !  The  continual  chagrin 
and  uneasiness  of  my  mind,  in  a  certain  degree  afiecta  my 
health.  What  a  difference  would  it  make  in  tlie  day  I  ban 
spent  at  Bonn,  if  I  had  my  poor  love  with  me.  What  shall  I 
do,  if  tlie  General  does  not  send  me  to  Hamburgh? 

Jpril  10.  Called  on  Mr.  Shee  early,  and  found  him  engaged. 
All  the  places  in  the  Diligence  for  Cologne  were  taken  tD-d«j^ 
so  I  must  wait  till  to-morrow.  Confound  it !  I  am  in  flie  utmoai 
impatience  to  know  what  decision  the  General  will  take  vnA 
regard  to  my  application.  Walkedroond  the  town  and  enviroBS 
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two  hours.  It  is  fortified,  "o/ter  a  maniwr;"  but  tlieyar^  I  be- 
lieve, tlic  moat  peaceful  fbrtifications  in  Europe.  Tlie  fosse  is 
oonvcrtcd  into  a  number  or  little  gardens,  wliich  are  admirably 
well  kept ;  tlic  interior  of  the  bastions  fonn  also  so  many  gar- 
dents  in  cacb  of  whirh  in  a  bandsome  summer-bouse ;  one  nf  them 
contains  tbe  Uorlut  Sotamcus,  with  a  delightful  bouse  in  the 
middle.  I  ha\'G  not  seen  any  thing  so  pretty  for  a  long  time.  I 
tliouglit  immediately  if  1  bad  that  bouse  and  garden,  with  a  de- 
cent competence,  and  my  dearest  love  and  our  Uttle  babies  about 
tnc,  I  should  be  tbe  happiest  man  in  Europe.  Spent  half  an  hour 
contemplating  the  Sept  Mmtagnes,  wbich  appear  more  and  mora 
jMcturesijuc  and  striking.  Higher  up  Uie  river  is  a  hill,  not  very 
liigli,  but  whicb  rises  abruptly,  tlie  top  of  whicb  is  crowned  by 
a  caaUe  of  constderabJc  extent ;  I  do  not  know  its  name,  but  it 
is  a  noble  object  on  the  landscape.  On  my  return,  discovered  a 
deliglttful  Uttle  farm  liousc,  with  a  patch  of  woodland  behind, 
and  a  few  acres  of  excellent  land  around  it,  which  would  suit 
me  to  a  miracle.  I  think  I  am  grown  covetous  to-day ;  I  want 
eveiy  tiling  that  I  see.  Altogetlter,  tlie  town  and  environs  of 
Bonn  arc  charming,  and  if  my  mind  were  at  ease,  I  should  en- 
joy this  litUe  trip  exceedingly.  What  would  I  give  to  liave  my 
poor  love  with  me  to-day.  Well,  come  what  will,  I  will  not 
speak  of  lier  again,  if  possible,  until  we  meet  I  am  weary  of 
complaints,  wliicit  profit  nothing.  Let  me  see  what  General 
Hoche  will  determine.  I  hear  the  campaign  will  open  the  1  SUi* 
it  is  a  good  time  for  me  to  propose  going  to  Hamburgh.  I  can- 
not concMve  a  situation  much  more  painful  tlian  mine  is  at  tliis 
moment. 

^pril  11.  Returned  to-day  to  Cologne,  and  dined  at  tbe 
Quartier  Cicneral.  Gaie  my  letter  to  I'uitou ;  so  to-morrow  I 
SttpfMiHe  1  shall  ba\e  an  answer.  One  wayorothcr,  I  shall  know 
ny  dcHtination  soon. 

Jprtl  12.  Saw  tiie  General  to-day,  for  an  instant,  before  din- 
ner. He  told  mehe  bad  read  my  letter,  aiqirovedoftlieplan,  and 
had,  in  consequence,  de«iretl  foitou  to  make  out  a  permission 
for  me  to  go  to  Hamburgh.  I  did  not  like  tbe  word  "permu- 
Mwn,"  and  thfrefori'  tmik  1111  npiM>i-tiiuity  to  speak  to  luui  ui^ain 
ailcr  dinner,  when  1  tuld  him  ibutldid  uotdctiiiv togotollam- 
burgh  unlciH  he  liimself  thought  it  adviitable,  and  vvK)ii>!nlcil,|lMfc 

Ibat  case,  he  would  give  me  an  order,  specifically,  fi 
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pose,  as  otherwise  it  might  appear  that  I  had  applied  for  %congi 
at  the  ^-ery  opening  of  the  campaign,  wliich  was  not  the  case. 
He  entered  into  my  view  of  the  business  directlv,  and  promised 
me  to  have  tlie  order  made  accordingly ;  so  I  am  in  hopes  that 
affair  will  be  settled  to  my  mind.  I  took  this  occasion  to  ask 
him  if  he  had  any  particular  directions  to  give  me,  or  any  pai"^ 
ticiilar  jK'i'son  to  whom  he  wished  1  should  address  myself.  He 
told  me  not.  That  all  I  had  to  do  was  to  assui*e  my  friends  that 
both  the  Flinch  Grovennnent  and  himself^  individually,  were 
bent  as  much  as  ever  on  the  emancipation  of  Ii*eland ;  that  pre- 
paratioius  were  making  for  a  second  attempt,  which  would  be 
concluded  as  s])ccdily  as  llie  urgency  of  affairs  would  admit ; 
that  it  was  a  busincKs  which  the  Republic  would  never  give  up, 
and  that  if  three  expeditions  failed,  they  would  try  a  fourth,  and 
ever,  until  they  succeeded.  He  desiixHl  me  also  to  recommend 
tliat  this  determination  should  be  made  knowTi  through  the  me- 
dium of  tlie  patriotic  prints  in  Ireland,  in  order  to  satisfy  the 
people  tliat  we  had  not  lost  sight  of  them.  I  then  took  my  leave, 
and  we  wished  each  other  mutually  a  good  voyage.  I  am  very 
well  siitisfie^l  with  the  tuni  which  tliis  affair  Is  like  to  take, 
and  e^qiecially.  I  am  infinitely  indebted  to  General  Hoche 
for  his  kindness  to  nie  jiersonsilly.  On  leaving  the  General  I 
called  on  Poituu,  and  mentioned  to  him  what  I  had  said  aboat 
tlie  oi-der.  I  likewise  wrote  aline  to  the  General,  requesting  my 
frais  de  ronte^  but  1  doubt  my  success  in  this  application,  as  our 
military  chest  here  is  heinously  unfurnished.  At  all  events,  I 
have  money  enough  to  carry  me  to  Hamburgh.  Come,  all  is 
not  lost  that  is  in  danger.  I  have  now  the  Generates  word  that 
our  business  will  be  undei*tuken  again. 

^pril  13.  To-day  tlie  General  set  off  for  Coblentz,  I  walked 
all  tlie  forenoon  about  Cologne,  and  entered  diverse  churches ; 
saw  a  ]iroccssion  of  priests  carrying  the  host.  To  a  devout 
Catholic  it  must  a])iiear  very  striking,  but  to  me,  who  am  not  a 
Catholic,  it  was  no  great  things  ;  however,  I  am  glad  I  hare 
seen  it  for  one  must  see  every  thing.  Saw  sundry  live  Frian 
and  Monks,  <<  Blackf  tchittf  and  grqf,  with  all  tlieir  frmnpery.^ 
Visited  the  port,  and  went  on  board  a  Dutch  galliotc,  where 
tiiere  was  an  apartment  of  four  little  rooms,  the  neatest  and 
prettiest  things  I  ever  saw.  I  should  delight  to  make  a  voyap 
down  tlie  Rhine  with  my  dearest  love  aboard  such  anotiMrii 
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Ycstci-day  and  tcMlay  above  6,000  men,  witii  a  train  of  artillery, 
have  entered  Cologne,  including  Die  Legion  dcs  Fi-anrs  and 
S4th  denii  brigade  of  light  infantry  ;  titey  are  to  be  incorpo- 
rated and  serve  with  a  company  of  light  ardllery  on  the  advan- 
ced guard,  and  as  they  have  been  ti-aiiicd  to  the  petite  guerre  in 
La  Vendee,  I  tliink  they  will  be  a  match  for  an  equal  number 
of  the  light  troo]is  of  the  enemy.  Met  scvei-al  of  my  connais- 
sanca  ex^ditionTiairet,  among  the  rest  Waudie.  of  the  artillerie 
Ugere,  who  was  with  me  on  board  the  Indoniptable,  and  who 
I  liked  very  much.  He  asked  me,  "  was  I  of  tl>c  army  of  Sam- 
Are  et  Meia^'  And  when  I  told  him  1  was,  "  Eh  bien,  said  he, 
&est  un  hrave  de  plua."  It  was  handsomely  said  of  him.  It 
seems,  in  the  distribution  of  officers,  I  am  cimrged,  being  at- 
tached to  tlie  Etat  Major,  witli  the  ^^Amilmeni,  eqnippement  et 
habiiltmtnt  des  troupes."  I  know  no  more  tlian  my  boot  what  I 
shall  have  to  do,  but  I  know  that  I  have  at  least  80,000  men  to 
arm,  clothe,  and  equip.  "  Sy'r  lafaa,  a  parUmsJearl"  I  have 
not  got  my  onler,  nor  my  fraia  de  route  yet,  but  Poitou  has  pro- 
mised to  send  me  at  least  the  order  from  Bonn,  and  I  have  writ- 
ten a  line  to  Mr.  Shee  respecting  tlic  money,  but  I  have  no  vio- 
lent hopes  of  SUCCCS.S.  It  costs  me  a  very  liaiil  struggle  to  leave 
the  army  Just  now,  and  nothing  under  heaven  but  the  state  of 
my  poor  love's  health  could  induce  me  to  make  such  a  sacrifice  ; 
liutwben  that  is  at  stake,  every  other  consideration  must  give 
way.   I  would  sacrifice  my  soul  for  tier. 

Jprii  14,  15,  16.  I  have  been  lounging  tliene  three  days  about 
Cologne;  stupid  enough.  Yesterday  I  entered  a  church  alone, 
Ibr  I  \isit  all  the  churches ;  there  happened  to  be  no  one  in  the 
place  but  myself,  and  as  I  was  gazing  about,  I  perceived  the 
ovner  of  a  green  silk  curtain  beliind  a  thick  iron  lattice  lifted 
up)  and  some  one  behind  It  I  drew  near,  in  order  to  discover 
vim  it  might  be,  and  it  proved  to  be  a  nun,  young  I  am  sure* 
and  I  bdieve  handsome,  for  I  saw  only  her  moutli  and  chin,  but 
a  more  beautiful  mouth  I  never  saw.  We  continued  gazing  on 
one  another  in  this  manner  for  five  minutes,  when  a  villanous 
onrgrown  friar  entering  to  say  his  mass,  put  her  to  the  rout 
Poor  Willi.  I  piliiil  her  fnini  Ihc  very  bottom  of  my  henrt,  nnd 
laying  aside  all  grosiiM^r  conuidcrations,  iihoulil  havo  rejoiced  lo 
have  buttered  down  the  gales  of  the  convent,  and  r 
fitmi  hrr  prison-    These  convcnfci  aivmost  inT- 1 


_      Htim  urr  prison,    i  ucsc  c 
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but,  at  the  peaces  I  trust  the  Republic  will  settle  that  bnslnesa 
bercy  where,  bj-the-by,  the  people  are  dreadfully  superstitious. 
All  this  last  week  we  have  had  nothing  but  religious  proces- 
sions, particularly  on  tlie  14th,  being  Good  Friday.  Went  to- 
day, being  Easter  Sunday,  and  heard  High  Mass  in  the  Ca- 
thedral, but  tlie  ceremony  was  very  modest ;  I  fancy  they  hare 
concealed  their  plate  and  ornaments  for  fear  of  us,  and  they  are 
very  much  in  the  right  of  it  After  mass,  went  to  another  church* 
and  hcanl  a  Capuchin  friar  preach.  Crossed  the  Rhine  to-day, 
on  the  pont  volanU  and  took  possession  of  the  rive  droite  in  the 
name  of  the  Re]iublic.  ^*  Thus  far  roe  have  advanced  into  the 
<<  bdcels  of  the  laiid.^*  There  is  giTat  talk  of  an  armistice  with 
the  Emperor,  but  I  doubt  it :  it  is  too  good  ne)»?  to  be  true. 
If  we  had  once  peace  with  him,  we  could  bend  all  our  atten- 
tion, and  all  our  resources,  on  England.  I  wonder  I  have  heard 
notliing  yet  about  my  order. 

Jpril  17.  Tliis  day  Fairin,  aid-de-camp  to  General  Cherin, 
brought  me  the  onler  for  my  departure,  enclosed  in  a  \erj  friend- 
ly letter  from  tlie  General-in-Chief.  I  do  not  see  any  thing  con- 
cerning my  frais  de  rmite,  so,  I  presume,  tliat  part  of  the  busi- 
ness is  refused.  It  is  well  it  is  no  worse^  Walked  out  in  tiie 
evening  to  a  guinguette,  delightfully  situated  on  the  banks  of 
tlie  Rliine,  and  drank  a  bottle  of  Hock.   Pas  mat ! 

JSpril  18.  Wrote  tliis  morning  to  my  dearest  love,  and  to  Mr. 
Shee,  to  notify  my  intended  deimrtui'c.  I  tliiiik  I  wiU  go  no  fiir- 
tlicr  tlian  the  frontier  of  Hanover,  whei'e  I  have  desired  my 
family  to  meet  me.  Called  on  General  Coulanges,  Sous  Chef 
de  TEtat  Major,  to  apprise  him  of  my  departure.  Took  my 
place  in  tlie  Diligence  for  Nimeguen,  from  whence  I  shall  pro- 
ceed, by  Utreclit,  to  Amsterdam.  By  the  time  my  voyaging  is 
finished,  I  shall  have  made  a  pretty  handsome  tour  of  it. 

Jpril  19,  blank. 

JOUBICET  THROUGH  HOIXAND. 

^pril  20.  Set  out  from  Cologne,  at  five  in  the  morning,  ^^ 
<<  most  of  the  docksy^^  on  my  way  to  join  my  dearest  love.  Dined 
at  Neuss,  an  inconsiderable  town.  At  three  readied  Crevdty 
the  most  beautiful  village  I  ever  saw ;  the  country  all  around  it 
is  flat,  but  highly  cultivated;  as  to  the  town  itself,  it  is  a 
delicious  spot;  Ukereis  a oonnderable  mamifiM^tory  of  aalk 
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carried  on  there,  which  greatly  enlivens  the  place ;  the  inhabi- 
tants it  is  easy  to  see,  are  rich  and  comfortable.  Four  leagues ; 
travelled  all  night. 

.April  21.  Passed  Gucldcrs,  the  capital  of  the  Duchy  of  that 
name,  iu  a  broken  slumber.  I  can  assure  all  those  whom  it  may 
concern,  that  a  German  iM)stwagon  is  not  tiic  most  eligible  con- 
trivance for  sleeping  in.  I  vmt  ut  this  moment  ereinti.  as  tlie 
French  say.  Breakfasted  at  Cleves,  and  made  my  toilette  to 
refi'esh  me.  Shaved  by  a  surgeon  for  three-iience^  for,  in  Ger- 
many, the  ancient  fraternity  between  tlie  barbers  and  surgeons 
still  subsists.  Thought  of  Partridge's  lamentation  on  their  se- 
paration.— Set  off  again  in  my  wagon  at  one.  At  four  entered 
the  territory  of  the  Batavian  Republic.  At  six  reached  Nime- 
guen,  which  is  my  first  halt  Secured  my  place  in  tlie  Utrecht 
Diligence  for  to-morrow  morning.  Walked  aliout  tlie  town  for 
an  hour ;  I  am  enchanted  with  it  I  never  saw  any  tiling  so  neat 
and  well  kept,  and  a  young  German,  who  is  my  fellow  ti*avel- 
ler,  assui-es  me  that,  as  we  proceed,  I  shall  find  the  cleanliness 
and  exactitude  increase.  Passed  by  two  or  three  coi'ps-de-gai'de ; 
the  Dutch  ti*oops  very  handsome  fine  fellows,  and  extremely 
well  kept.  It  is  to  be  remembered  tliough,  that  our  ragamuffins 
made  them  fly  like  chaff  before  tlie  wind.  The  Dutch  officers 
wear  gold-laced  hats,  like  the  British,  and  our  Gt^nerals ;  the 
French  plan  is  better  in  all  respects.  Saw  several  young  Dutch- 
women at  tlieir  doors  and  windows,  who  seem  to  me  to  be  charm- 
ing creatures,  dressed  well,  and  with  taste.  I  find  that  I  had  a 
very  erroneous  idea  of  Holland.  Well,  after  all,  there  is  noth- 
ing like  travelling,  to  dispel  prejudice ;  with  which  obiKrvation, 
as  it  is  perfectly  original,  and  I  am  sure  never  occurred  to  any 
body  before,  I  will  conclude  this  day's  journal. 

■^prii  £2.  Set  out  from  Nimeguen  in  tlic  Utrecht  Diligence, 
between  seven  and  eight  A  Dutch  officer  of  dragoons,  who  tra- 
vels with  me,  tells  me,  in  a  barbarous  jargon,  worse  tlian  my 
owi^  tiiat  a  letter  is  just  arrived  at  the  Municipality,  with  tlie 
news  that  an  armistice  with  the  Emperor,  for  four  montlis,  is 
agreed  upon.  I  liope  in  God  the  news  is  true ;  it  would  make  a 
marvdlous  change  for  the  better  in  our  aflTairs.  I  am  exceed- 
ingly pleased  with  my  tour ;  tiiere  is  sometiiing,  after  all,  in 
the  view  of  Hdland,  notwithstinding  its  monotony,  which  to 
mt,  at  least,  is  not  disagreeable.  The  features  of  a  Dutch  Int- 
Vnjs.  11—46 


i; 


S6S  JOURNAL  OF  APRIL,  1797. 

scape  are  an  immense  tract  of  meadows,  till  tlic  view  is  lost  in 
the  distance,  intersected  either  by  deep  and  wide  ditches,  or  by 
fences  of  wicker,  made  as  neat  as  basket  work ;  large  plantsi- 
tions  of  willow's ;  small  brick  farm  houses,  covered  with  i*cd 
tiles,  and  in  excellent  order ;  here  and  there  a  chateau  of  a 
Seigneur,  sun-ounded  by  a  garden  in  the  tnie  Dutch  taste.  I  am 
not  sure  that  for  a  small  garden,  that  taste  is  a  bad  one ;  its  neat- 
ness, exactitude,  and  regularity,  agree  admirably  with  what 
one  ex])ects  to  find  thei*e.  It  is  true  it  has  not  the  picturesque 
beauty  of  an  English  gaitlcn,  but  it  has,  notwithstanding,  its 
own  merits  and,  in  short,  I  like  it  well  enough  in  miniature* 
In  a  Dutch  garden  all  is  straight  lines,  and  right  angles ;  in  an 
English,  all  is  sinuasity.  The  Dutch  garden  is  that  of  a  ma- 
thematician, tlie  English  that  of  a  poet  No  question  the  Eng- 
lish taste  is  far  superior,  but  all  I  contend  for,  is,  that  tlie  Dutch 
is  not  without  its  beauties,  and  by  no  means  inciits  the  indis- 
criminating  ridicule  which  is  attempted  to  be  thrown  upon  it 
But  I  am  writing  an  essay  upon  gardening,  about  which  I  know 
nothing.  To  irtum  ;  I  never  saw  such  neat  fanning  as  in  Hol- 
land ;  the  English  brag  vcr^^'  much  of  tlieir  farming,  and  to  hear 
them  talk,  they  are  the  fu'st  agriculturists  in  the  world,  as  well 
as  the  bravest  wittiest,  wisest,  and  greatest  people  which  has 
ever  existed.  I  am  no  practical  fai'mer,  but,  to  my  eye,  every 
thing  in  a  Dutch  farm  is,  beyond  all  comparison,  neater  than  iu 
nil  English  one,  and  especially  that  striking  and  important  ar« 
tide,  the  fences,  to  form  which,  it  is,  that  they  make  such  im- 
mense plantations  of  willows ;  tlie  i)astui*age  seems  most  luxu- 
riant, and  every  thing,  in  short  in  a  Dutch  farm,  wears  the 
appearanre  of  ease  and  plentj".  There  is,  liowevcr,  a  stinking 
contrast  bctw(M:'n  the  neatness  and  beauty  of  tlie  (arm  houses, 
and  tlie  mean  and  rustic  api)earance  of  the  owners ;  I  saw  scle- 
ral very  ordinary  looking  b<iors  IcNlged  in  mansions,  whicliv 
with  tis.  would  suit  a  gentleman  of  from  three  hundred  to  one 
thousand  pounds  sterling  a  year.  A  great  number  of  these  cot- 
tages have  Apiaries  of  twenty,  thirty,  forty,  and  one  or  two  tliat 
I  remarked,  of  above  one  hundred  liives«  1  cannot  see,  or  rath- 
er I  see  plain  encHigh,  why  our  jymr  peasantry  have  not  been^ 
which  requii-e  so  little  expense,  and  of  which  their  childrent  of 
which  they  never  fail  to  have  plenty,  might  take  rare.  I  mads 
the  sume  remark  with  regai'd  to  the  ordianls  in  Nonaimdyt 
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vbeu  t  first  arrived  in  France,  but  he  who  can  barely  fiml  po- 
tatoes for  his  family,  is  little  solicitoun  about  apples :  he  whose 
constant  beverage  is  water,  drrains  neither  of  cider  or  mead. 
Well,  if  we  succeed,  may  be  \ve  may  put  my  poor  counti^men 
on  somewhat  a  better  establishment  >Vc  shall  see.  But  to  re- 
turn. Tlie  storks  here,  wlin  arc  never  disturbed,  build  on  tiie 
banis  and  chiirchea ;  I  saw  several  at  work  on  their  nests ;  it  la 
a  superstition  of  tlic  country.  Breakfasted  at  Wyck.  On  the 
back  of  our  postwagon  was  painted  a  representation  of  Noah's 
ark ;  I  thought  it  no  bad  allusion  to  the  interior  of  the  machine, 
and  if  the  painter  intended  it,  I  give  him  credit.  The  guard  at 
Wyck,  is  blue,  faced  sky  blue,  and,  as  at  Nimeguen.  very  liand- 
Home  fine  fellows.  After  passing  Wyck,  observed  that  there  was 
considerably  more  com  grown  than  I  had  hitherto  seen,  but  t)ie 
neatness  of  cultivation  continues  invariably.^At  seven  in  tlie 
evening  arrived  at  Utrecht,  of  which  I  saw  almctst  notliing.  !iH  I 
alighted  atone  gate,  and  traversed,  without  stopping,  apart  of  the 
city  to  the  canal,  from  whence  proceeded  the  bai^  for  Amater- 
daou  I  remarked,  however,  tbat,a3  at  Bonn,  tlie  bastions  were  con- 
verted into  little  gardens,  and  summer  houses,  but,  at  Utrecht, 
they  are  infinitely  more  in  number,  neater  kept,  and  higher  or- 
namented. Tlie  quarter  thi-ough  which  I  passed  put  me  strongly 
in  mind  of  Philailelpliia,  which,  to  my  eye,  it  i-cscmblcs  exceed-, 
ingly  in  the  exterior  of  the  houRt-s,  the  footways  paved  with 
brick,  ibfe  trees  planted  in  the  streets,  the  fountains,  and  even 
the  appearance  of  the  inhabitants,  which  is  very  like  that  of  tlie 
American  Quakers.  I  am  ver>-  apt  to  see  analogies  and  like- 
nesses between  places  and  individuals,  which  I  fancy  exist  often  in 
my  imagination  only ;  bethatasit  may,  Utrecht  put  me  strongly 
in  mind  of  Philadelphia. — At  eight,  set  off  in  tbc  Trakschuyt,  a 
villanons  barge,  which  is  to  the  grand  canal  packet  boat  what 
a  Qennui  postnagon  is  to  a  neat,  well  hung  Engliidi  chariot 
The  grand  cabin,  which  is  very  small,  being  hired,  I  was  stow- 
ed away  amongst  tiie  common  lumber.  We  were  about  thirty 
pancngeiB,  one  half  Jews,  every  man  with  liia  pipe  in  mouth. 
I  was  suffucatrdl  I  tlmuslil  my  entry  into  thf  boat  v.itidd  balM~ 
bi-i-n  solemnized  by  a  liallli-.  Uiiviiig  nothing  but  Fmi*h  i 
nry,  whej)  I  cauic  to  pay  for  my  passage  tiic  Mkipjier  rcTna 

I.  which  threw  me  into  unspeakable  confusion.  A« 
Mudiig  my  difficidty.  utTui'ed  t»  change  me  a  [hooo m' 
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into  Dutch  money.  I  thanked  him,  and  accepted  his  offe r.  (It  ui- 
to  be  observed  that  at  par  tlie  Dutch  sol  is  exactly  double  the 
French,  cousequenlly.  1 00  FiTuch  sous  shouhl  pi*ocui*c  50  Dutch.) 
But  my  Jew  knew  the  course  o(  exchange  too  well  for  that  traf- 
fic, and,  taking  my  piece  of  100  sous,  gravely  handed  me  38 
sous  d* Jfollandtj  by  wliich  I  should  have  lost  exactly  24  sous. 
I  was  at  first  i*ather  suqirised  at  liis  im]iudence^  but,  recollect- 
ing myself  immeiliately,  I  looked  him  mildly  in  tlie  face,  and* 
with  great  gravity,  n^piired  him  instantly  to  refund.  Jew  as 
he  wtis,  this  thi*ew  him  out  of  his  play,  and  he  immediately  of* 
foiTd  me  four  sous  d*IMlan4le  moi*e.  I  told  him  that  I  perceived 
he  was  a  Hebi*cw.  and  that  if  he  would  give  me  one  hundred,  he 
sliould  not  have  the  piece ;  on  which  he  subniittecL  AH  this  is 
matter  of  inducement.  (How  the  deuce  came  I  to  remember  so 
nmch  law?)  Immediately  tifter,  a  man  would  enter  tlie  boat  per 
foire«  and  sat  himself  down  in  tlic  lap  of  anotlier,  who  repelled 
him  with  great  violence,  and  threw  him  u|M)n  me,  just  as  I  was 
endeavoring  to  comi)ose  myself  to  sleep^  of  which  I  had  great 
neeti.  I  rose  immediati'ly^  and^  seizing  him  by  the  collar,  was 
proceeding  to  inflict  an  unheai*d  of  chastisement  upon  him,  to 
which  my  adventui^  of  the  Biscaineer  at  Trenton  would  have 
been  nothing,  when  my  Jew,  who  had  not  digested  his  aShmt 
and  his  lass,  thought  proper  to  interfere,  on  which  I  instantly 
(|uit  my  antagonist  and  attacked  the  Ilebi-ew  with  great  vio- 
lence. All  the  world  knows  tliat  a  Dutch  Trakschuyt  is  a  noost 
inconvenient  scene  for  a  battle:  for,  to  go  no  farther^  it  is,  in  the 
first  place,  impossible  to  stand  upright  thei*ein,  and  we  were^ 
besides,  stowed  away  in  bulk,  like  so  nniny  herrings.  I  could^ 
therefoi*e,  do  liKle  more  tlian  swear  and  call  names,  which  I  did 
in  broken  French,  to  the  great  astonishment  of  the  Dutchman 
and  terror  of  the  Israelite,  whom  I  tlii*eatencd  with  I  know  not 
what  degi*ee  of  punishment^  w  hich  should  make  him  an  example 
forever  to  all  the  {posterity  of  Abi*aiiam.  He  demanded  pardon 
with  great  marks  of  contrition,  which  I  at  length  accorded  hiniy 
and  the  intruder,  who  was  the  first  cause  of  the  dispute,  being 
turned  out  by  common  consent,  the  tranquillity  of  the  packet  boot 
was  restored.  My  sleep  was,  howe\'er,  fled,  and  the  smoking 
continued  w  ith  g^reat  perseverance^  so  tliat  I  was  devoured  witli 
ennui.  R])ix>sitc  mo  was  placed  a  fat  Dutchman,  with  his  niii- 
tress,  I  believe;  m),  to  divert  myself  and  support  tfao  hflwr  of 
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iht  Republic,  I  determined  to  act  the  Celadon  with  Mademoi'* 
selle,  who  did  not  know  one  word  of  Fi*encli.  That  did  not^ 
however^  prevent  me  from  making  great  way  in  her  good  graces» 
and  Hans,  who  perceived  he  was  losing  ground  fast,  very  wisely 
determined  to  renounce  the  contest,  to  which  he  found  himself 
unequal,  pulled  his  cap  down  over  his  eyes  and  composed  him- 
self to  sleep.  I  laid  my  head  down,  without  ceremony,  in  tfi^ 
lap  of  Mademoiselle,  and  in  five  minutes  was  as  fast  as  a  church. 
The  lady  followed  tlie  example  of  her  two  lovers,  and,  in  this 
manner,  at  five  in  the  morning  we  reached  Amsterdam.  I  ccr« 
tainly  had  no  right  in  the  world  to  teize  poor  Hans  ;  but,  *^Des 
Chevaliers  Francais  id  est  le  caractere  ;*^  besides,  that  he  seemed 
'<  not  to  be  made  of  penetrable  stvff.*^  I  will  not  venture  to  say 
as  much  of  Mademoiselle,  who,  by-the-by,  was  very  pretty. 

Jlpril  23.  At  G,  i*eached  the  Jiuberge  l^EtoUe  in  the  Neuss  or 
Neiss,  for  I  am  not  sure  of  the  orthography,  and  got  imme- 
diately into  bed,  of  which  I  had  great  occasion  :  for  I  have  not 
liad  a  good  night's  sleep  since  1  left  Cologne^  Of  three  nights^ 
I  have  spent  two  on  tlie  wagon  and  Trakschuyt ;  and  the  inter- 
vening one,  at  Nimeguen,  I  passed  very  badly,  fi-om  the  reflec* 
tion  that  I  had  to  get  up  very  eai'ly  the  next  morning — a  circum- 
stance which  always  spoils  my  rest,  and,  indeed,  was  the  casQ 
the  night  before  I  left  Cologne ;  so  I  may  say  I  have  passed  four 
nights  without  a  good  sleep,  and  tiiat  is  too  much,  and  I  am  as 
tired  as  a  dog.  My  journey  from  Cologne  to  Amsterdam,  in- 
cluding expenses  of  all  kinds,  has  cost  me  about  36  livres  of 
France,  or  £1  105.  sterling.  Very  cheap  and  inconvenient. 
Rose  at  10.  **Mem.  Uandsj  but  not  face.'*  It  is,  to-day,  Sun- 
day. Dined  at  the  table  d'hote  very  agi*eeably,  at  one ;  drank 
a  bottle  of  <•  delicate  wine  of  Lucenay**  or  rather,  indeed,  most 
excellent  claret,  and  set  out  alone  to  see  the  lions.  The  Stadt' 
hwfs ;  a  most  magnificent  building,  which  perfectly  satisfied 
die  conception  I  had  formed  of  it  Beside,  it  is  the  AVic;  Church; 
80  called^  I  presume,  because  it  was  new  when  it  was  built  by 
die  Spaniards,  before  the  foundation  of  the  Dutch  Republic 
Assisted  at  divine  service,  with  which  I  was  much  pleased.  The 
people  here  seemed  devout,  but  I  remarked  tliat  the  cong^ga- 
ihm  Gonsisted  entirely  of  persons  advanced  in  life,  or  of  chil- 
dren. I  believe  I  was  the  youngest  man  in  the  church.  The 
orptn  18  tiie  largest  and  most  magnificent  I  ever  saw.   It  is 
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truly  a  noble  instrumrnt  When  the  minister  prayed*  eveiy  ana 
took  off  his  baty  and  when  he  read  tlie  scriptures,  put  it  on  again. 
1  do  not  understand  the  etiquette  of  tliat  Is  it  that  they  think 
it  would  not  be  respectful  to  God  AUnighty  to  addi*ess  him  with 
a  hat  on?  But,  surely  if  tlie  scriptures  be  the  word  of  God,  it  in 
not  respectful  to  listen,  no  more  than  to  speak  to  your  superiors 
with  your  hat  on.  Saw  the  tombs  of  De  Kuy ter  and  Van  Galen. 
That  of  De  Ruyter  is  in  the  place  whei^,  in  a  Catliolic  church, 
would  be  tlic  high  altar.  The  tomb  of  that  brave  man  occupies  it 
nioiv  honorably.  He  is  I'epresented  lying,  as  well  as  Van  Galen. 
I  wished  at  fii*st  he  had  been  in  an  erect  posture,  but,  on  second 
tlioughts,  I  l)elieve  it  is  best  as  it  is.  I  was  extremely  affected 
by  the  figure  of  Van  Galen,  who  is  represented  as  deiid,  with 
his  tmnclieon  grasped  in  his  right  hand,  and  his  left  on  bis 
breast  It  is  a  glorious  recomiicnse,  a  monument  erected  to  tbs 
memory  of  a  brave  man  by  his  country.  I  am  rather  afraidthat 
we  have  but  few  Van  Ti-omps  and  De  Ruyters  in  the  Dutch  navy 
of  the  piTscnt  flay.  M'silked  round  by  the  quays,  which  are  kept^ 
as  every  tiling  else  in  Holland,  with  astonishing  neatness.  Look- 
ed into  the  cellars  where  the  sailors  eat.  The  cleanliness  of  every 
thing  in  tliem  might  tempt  the  appetite,  of  a  prince.  I  tliought 
of  George's  quay,  and  *<  Ship^s  kettles  cooked  here^**  with  somo 
little  hmniliation.  In  point  of  cleanliness,  to  speak  tlie  truth, 
we  are  most  terribly  behind  the  Dutch.  Coffee-house  and  the 
papers.  It  is  fated  that  my  national  pride  is  to  be  humbled  to- 
dav.  In  tlie  Leydcn  Ga/.ette  I  had  the  modification  to  read  the 
Ibllowing  obser\'ation,  relative  to  tlie  peaceful  disarming  of  the 
pro>iiice  of  Ulster:  <'  ^uelques  menu^nutc$  qiie  soyetU  sovvent 
ies  disponitions  des  Irtandais*  rarenient  on  les  a  vu  produire  de  . 
bien  terrildes  ejfets.^*  The  devil  of  it  is,  tliat  tlie  observation  is 
too  well  founded.  Fitzgibbon  was  right  when  he  said,  that 
<♦  We  weiv  a  iKH)ple  easily  i-ouscd  and  easily  appeased.'' 

•9pril  ^4.  I  am  more  and  more  plcase<l  witli  Amsterdam ;  it 
is  the  first  city  of  the  world  to  walk  in,  and,  in  that  res|)oct^  I 
prefer  it  infinitely  citJier  to  London  or  Paris.  Visited  the  Stadt- 
buys  agiiin.  It  is  a  most  magnificent  stnicture,  and  one  of  the 
few  public  buildings  which  I  have  seen,  which  completely  answer-' 
cd  my  idea  of  it.  It  is  exactly  what  it  ought  to  bo,  vast^  sim* 
ple«  and  grand.  I  know  nothing  in  tlie  worhi,  of  architecture,  but 
I  have  scarcely  ever  been  so  plesised  ^\ilh  any  thing  as  wifli  flw 
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Stadthuys  of  Amsterdam.  There  is  a  set  of  bells  in  the  dome 
which  ornaments  the  front  of  the  building,  tUat  execute  airs  and 
short  pieces  of  music,  with  an  inconceivable  precision*  In  ge- 
neral, I  detest  the  sound  of  a  bell,  so  that  when  I  was  at  the 
Temple  in  London,  surrounded  by  five  or  six  churches,  I  often 
wished  myself  in  Turkey  or  some  peaceable  Maliometan  coun- 
try, where  bells  are  forbidden.  But  the  chimes  of  the  Stadthuys 
are  quite  another  affair.  I  stood  to-day  t^ice,  for  neai*Iy  half 
an  hour,  and  listened  to  tliem  witli  the  greatest  pleasure.  The 
hackney  coaches  are  here  fixed  on  sledges,  and  drawn  by  one 
horse;  they  are  convenient  and  ugly,  but  tlie  horses  arc  superb. 
Traversed  tlie  JFarmoes  straaty  which  is  the  Rue  St  Ilonore  ot* 
Paris,  the  Strand  of  London,  and  the  Damc-street  of  Dublin. 
The  K'elver  straat  may  be  called  tlie  Cheapside  of  Amsterdam. 
I  had  a  very  high  notion  of  tlie  dignity  of  commerce  from  seeing 
tiie  city  of  London,  but  I  have  a  much  higher  one  now,  since  my 
\isit  to  Holland.  What  must  the  trade  of  tliis  city  have  been 
before  the  war?  Bought  a  set  of  duetts  at  Hammers,  on  the 
Zokkin,  to  have  it  to  say  that  I  had  been  in  the  first  musical 
magazine  in  the  worlil.  Subscribed  for  a  proof  impression  of  a 
mexxO'tinto  of  Buonaparte,  eight  livTCs.  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  is  like,  but  it  is  a  very  good  print.  Called  on  the  artist,  who 
is  an  Englishman,  one  Hodges,  and  sat  half  an  hour  chatting 
with  him  ;  he  has  promised  to  chuse  me  out  a  choice  impression. 
I  have  the  cakoethes  emendi  strongly  on  me  to-day,  but  luckily 
I  have  so  little  money  that  the  disease  must  soon  exjiirc  for  lack 
of  nourishment 

JSpril  25.  Rose  at  nine.  <<  Chid  Balphfor  mislaying  my  Macro 
$topper.**  Wrote  to  my  deaivst  love,  appointing  to  mee^t  her  at 
Groninguen,  the  tiiird  or  fourth  of  next  month.  Changed  fifteen 
louis  d'or  for  Dutch  money ;  lost  tiiereby  nine  li\Tes,  which  is 
just  sixpence  per  louis ;  it  is  not  much.  At  Uie  Cofiec  House : 
IbundEnglishpapersdown  to  the  fourteenth  instant;  nothing  ma- 
terial, but  it  was  agrcat  enjoyment  to  me.  Several  Uniteil  IrLsh- 
nenacquitted,  whose  names,  however,  are  not  mentioned.  There 
18  a  schism  in  tiic  yeomanry  corps,  many  of  whom  are  dlsgust- 
od  by  the  tyranny  exercised  over  tiie  people  of  the  North,  and 
especially,  by  some  proclamations,  lately  imblislied  by  General 
Lake^  which  I  should  be  glad  to  see,  and  which  appears  to  be 
verji^  violent    There  have  been,  in  consofiiicnc  e,  i-e^Hdntions, 
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counter  remlutionsy  and  protests ;  in  shorty  tliere  is  a  feud  in  the 
enemy's  camp,  and  the  English  Government  can  count  no  more 
upon  the  yeomanry  corps.    Mr.  Pitt  has  despatched  Mr.  Ham- 
mond to  y  ienna«  either  to  negotiate,  or,  as  I  rather  tiiink,  to  pre- 
vent the  Emperor  from  negotiating  with  tiie  French.    The 
outcry  for  peace  is  universal,  and  petitions  pouring  in  trom 
all  parts  to  that  effect    Thei'e  is  one  from  tiic  City  of  Dublin^ 
moved  by  Grattan,  and  seconded  by  Ponsouhy,  at  an  aggregate 
meeting  of  tlic  citizens,  and  carried  without  a  dissenting  voice. 
I  see  those  illustrious  patriots  are  at  last  forced  to  bolt  out  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  come  amongst  the  people,  as  John 
Keogh,  advised  Grattan  to  do  long  since.   An  attempt  was  made 
to  declare  tlie  county  Armagh  in  a  state  of  disturbance,  but  the 
scheme  was  defeated,  and  altogetlier.  thero  seems  ti>  be  a  faint 
appearance  of  a  better  spirit  rising  in  tli<it  unfoi-tunate  country.  I 
do  not  however  build  an  inch  high  on  it  The  Ki  ng  and  Titt  seem 
determined  to  die  lianl.    He  has  refused  to  receive  tlic  address 
of  tlie  City  of  London,  sitting  on  tlie  thnnic :  anil  the  Livery,  to 
the  number  of  5,000,  have  voted  unanimously,  that  it  is  tlie  in- 
herent right  of  the  City  to  pi*csent  tlieu*  petitions  in  this  man- 
ner, and  so  they  ai*e  at  issue.    If  they  carry  their  point,  (which 
they  will  not)  the  King  will  l>c  obliged  to  give  an  answer,  which 
is  the  ground  of  the  dispute.  The  storks  wei*c  as  low  as  49}  ,bat 
Hammond's  mission  has  sci*cwed  them  up  to  52.  For  my  pai% 
I  look  on  it  as  a  mere  tub  to  tlic  whale,  whilst  the  loan  is  nego- 
tiating, which  Ls  for  JC  15,000,000  sterling,  but  notliing  is  too 
improbable  for  John  Bull  to  believe,  especisUly  when  he  desires 
it  J^Iem*  »Vr.  jyisbifs  opinion  thereon. 

•Spril  S6.  Having  three  or  four  days  to  dispose  of,  I  resolved 
to  see  the  Convention  Batave,  and  in  consequence,  set  off  this 
rooming  at  five,  in  tlie  Tinkschuyt,  for  the  Hague.  At  Haer- 
lem,  saw  a  regiment  of  Dutch  troops,  preparing  for  the  parade; 
uniform  blue,  fiiccd  red,  and  the  men  in  general  of  a  very  fine 
apjMitaronre ;  their  arms,  clotlies,  and  accoutrements,  inexoellcut 
order.  Travelled  as  far  as  Leyden  with  a  Dutch  Admiral,  who 
had  tlie  politeness  to  invite  me  into  the  state  cabin,  which  he  bad 
lured  for  himself:  I  do  not  know  his  name,  but  he  apoke  veiy 
good  French,  <<  much  better  French  than  yon  or  L  Chnilemm  if 
flu  Jury.^^  I  foimd  his  conversation  very  agreeable ;  his  unifiNrni 
was  blue  with  a  red  cape  and  cuff^  embroidered  in  goldf  and  a 


JOURNAL  OF  APRIL,  1797.  369 

white  ostrich  Teather  all  round  his  hat    He  is  just  i*etumcd 
from  tlie  Tcxel,  where  tliei'e  arc  fifteen  sail  of  the  lino,  t'eiidy 
and  full  manned,  for  sea.   That  would  be  very  good,  but  unfoKu- 
nately.  Hie  Dutch  seamen  have  manifested  such  a  terrible  spirit 
of  mutiny,  insubordination,  and  ill  will,  tliat  there  is  no  reckon- 
ing ujMu  them ;  witness  their  running  away  with  tlie  Jason 
frigate,  and  Uieir  infamous  behavior  under  Admiral  Lucas,  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.    By-the-by,  I  have  never  been  tiio- 
rougliiy  satisfied  with  reganl  to  the  conduct  of  tlie  said  Admiral, 
in  that  expedition.    God  knows,  but  it  may  be  a  present  of  fif- 
teen sail  of  the  line  that  we  are  making  to  the  English.    I  ask- 
e4l  the  Admiral  what  he  thought  of  Coi'dova's  battle  with  Jar- 
vis  the  other  day,  when,  with  twenty -seven  sail  of  the  line,  he  con- 
tri  vcd  to  be  beaten  by  fifteen,  and  to  lose  four  ships,  and  whether  he 
tliought  it  was  through  cowai-dice  or  ignorance.    The  Dutch- 
man bluntly  answered  me,  <<  Both.''  And  I  believe  he  was  right. 
He  also  told  me,  that  the  celebrated  navigator  Bougainville,  is 
named  to  tlie  command  of  the  fleet  at  Brest  I  am  heartily  glad  of 
it — ^To  rctuni  to  my  voyage.  All  along  the  banks  of  the  canal  I 
observed  a  pixNligious  number  of  wild  fowl,  who,  indeed,  could 
hardly  be  called  wild:  for  they  let  us  pass  within  twenty  yards 
of  them,  without  seeming  to  take  notice  of  us.  Having  been,  in 
tlie  days  of  my  youth,  sometliing  of  a  sportsman,  I  felt  my  an- 
cient propensities  begin  to  revive.  There  wci-e  green  and  grey 
plover,  redshanks,  snipes,  hares,  without  number.  Tliey  arc  littlo 
disturbed:  for  the  law  here  is,  that  every  man  is  to  sport  only  on 
his  0W7I  ground ;  and  I  conclude  the  Dutch  arc  either  too  busy  or 
too  lazy  to  follow  much  that  amusement    I  wonder,  shall  I  ever 
have  a  day's  partridge  shooting  in  Ireland  again?  The  last  day 
Iwasoot,  was  with  my  dear  fi-iend  Russell.  Poor  fellow !  God 
knows  what  may  be  his  situation  this  day,  or  whether  he  has  not 
been  sacrificed  by  tliat  infernal  Government  of  Ireland.  Well, 
let  me  think  no  more  of  that   Tlie  banks  of  the  canal,  as  we 
apprdached  tlie  Hague,  are  covered  with  villas,  as  thick  as  tliey 
can  stand,  and  kept  with  an  astonishing  neatness :  under  the  lo- 
cal difllculties  of  situation,  it  is  astonishing  how  much  tliey  have 
contrived  to  make  of  their  country.  They  have  <«  turned  diseas- 
es to  commodity  f^  but  to  judge  of  this,  it  is  necessary  to  be  on  the 
flpot,  and  see  what  they  have  done.   Nothing  short  c^  Dutch  ] 
tience,  perseverance,  and  resolution,  could  have  romnieiicdt< 
Vol.  II.— 47 
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tinued,  and  concluded,  the  astonishing  works,  which  are  executed 
every  where  in  Holland,  A  Dutchman  cultivates  liis  garden  witli 
a  precision  inconcei  veable,  and  brings  it  to  a  state  of  absolute  per* 
fection ;  and  within  fift}'  yards,  he  has  a  wind-mill  built  for  pump- 
ing offtlie  water,  which  is  constantly  at  work ;  and  were  it  to  cease, 
he  and  his  garden  would  be  inundated  in  twenty-four  hours.  I 
have  remarked  twenty  villas,  built,  literally,  in  tlie  water,  to 
which  tlic  master  entei-ed  by  a  bridge ;  and  ttiey  were  the  neat- 
est boxes  I  e\  IT  8aw.<— Arrived  at  the  Hague  at  five  o'clock. 
My  journey  of  thii-teen  leagues,  has  lasted  twelve  hours.  To 
Monastere\cn«  fi-om  Dublin,  which  is  pretty  nearly  the  same 
space,  it  occupies  nearly,  as  well  as  I  can  remember,  the  same 
time,  and  costs  five  shillings.  In  the  Dutch  Canal  there  are  no 
locks ;  tlie  boat^  which  is  much  inferior  to  our  packet  boats,  in 
size^  beauty,  and  in  all  respects,  is  drawn  by  one  horse,  who 
makes,  regularly,  about  three  miles  an  hour :  so  that  here  they 
say,  indifferently,  **  Sucli  a  place  is  so  many  leagues,  or,  so  ma- 
ny hours  off/'  Set  lip  at  the  Seven  Churches,  which,  however 
the  intelligent  reader,  >\  ho  knows  his  Geography,  will  be  care- 
ful not  to  confound  with  a  place  of  the  same  denomination  in 
county  AVirklow,  which  is  called  by  the  natives  Glendalough. 
Dined  at  the  Table  dMiote,  with  nine  members  of  tlie  Dutch  Con- 
vention, very  plain  and  res]x^ctable  looking  men,  and  put  me  ex- 
ceedingly in  mind  of  my  old  and  much  and  ever  respected  mas- 
tei-s  of  tlie  General  Committee.  I  feel  the  tears  gush  in  my  eyes, 
and  my  pulse  beat  fast,  in  writ!  ngtliat  sentence.  After  dinner^ 
walked  out  alone,  to  see  tlie  town :  visited  sundr}*  places,  of  which 
I  know  not  yet  the  names ;  found  myself  at  last  in  a  wood,  inter- 
sected by  a  noble  avenue,  on  the  right  side  of  which  was  a  Dutch 
regiment  (the  uniform  blue,  faced  white^)  at  exercise,  and  on 
the  left,  a  battaliim  of  French.  The  Dutch  exercise,  beyond  all 
comparison,  with  moi*e  precision  than  our  troops ;  they  are  taller 
and  stouter  men,  better  dressed  and  kept,  tlieir  arms  and  accou- 
trements in  better  order.  At  fifty  yards  distance,  to  see  them 
together,  there  is  no  man  who,  at  the  first  blush,  would  not  give 
the  preference  to  the  Dutch.  But  I  looked  closer  at  them  when 
the  exercise  was  over,  and  saw,  at  once^  in  the  French,  some- 
tliing  of  a  fire  and  animation  that  spoke  that  ardent  andimpeto- 
oos  courage  which  is  their  chief  characteristic,  and  whidi  ttm 
others  totally  wanted.    I  would  not,  after  tliat  glance»  hentalie 
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•uc  instant,  with  our  little  battalion,  to  attack  tlie  Dutch  regi- 
ment, which  was  at  least  twice  as  strong,  and  we  would  beat 
them.  It  was  very  amusing  to  me,  to  observe  the  Jierie  of  our 
soldiers,  as  tliey  marched  by  the  othei's ;  tlicre  was  a  saucy  air 
of  civil  superiority,  which  made  me  laugh  excessively,  both  then 
and  ever  since*  The  physiognomy  of  the  French  is  sharp,  quick, 
and  penetrating ;  that  of  the  Dutch,  round,  honest,  and  unmean- 
ing ;  the  step,  air,  and  manner,  of  the  former,  are  free  and  as- 
sured; they  are  the  true  stuff  whereof  to  make  soldiers*  There 
are,  however,  some  important  points  to  be  considered.  Tou  must 
leave  tlie  French  grenadier  permission  to  wear  a  very  large 
cravat,  if  it  be  the  fashion,  tied  just  as  he  likes.  His  hat  is  like- 
wise his  absolute  property,  in  tiie  disposition  of  which,  he  is  by 
no  means  to  be  interrupted  or  constrained ;  he  must  try  it  on  in 
every  possible  shape  and  form,  and  wear  it  absolutely  in  that  po- 
sition which  best  becomes,  as  he  conceives,  the  cast  of  his  fi- 
gure. When  satisfied  in  those  important,  indeed  indispensable 
points,  he  is  ready  for  every  thing,  and  Csesar  himself  is  not  so 
brave  as  those  Petit  maitres :  for  every  soldier  in  France  is  a 
Petit  maitre.  I  have  seen  them,  God  knows,  ragged  enough, 
but  I  never  saw  them  but  with  their  cravat,  well  and  fashiona- 
bly arranged,  and  tlieir  hat  cocked  and  put  on  with  an  air.  To 
return.  Once  again  it  was  curious  to  see  them  march  by  the 
Dutch.  In  the  manner  with  which  they  regarded  the  others,  most 
of  wliom  were  tlie  head  and  shoulders  taller  than  they,  there  was 
a  certain  assurance  which  pleased  me  exceedingly ;  the  Dutch- 
men looked  to  me  like  so  many  tailors  beside  them.  Saw  a 
corps  de  garde  of  Dutch  cavalry,  uniform  white,  fiiced  black, 
and  lined  red,  buff  vest  and  breeches,  buff  cross  and  waist  belts, 
black  cockades.  So  many  colors  had  not  a  good  effect;  I  should 
like,  however,  to  see  the  regiment  mounted. 

•April  27.  Visited  ttiis  morning  the  Convention  Batave;  it 
is  held  in  the  palace  of  the  cidevant  Stadtholder,  in  tiie  room 
which  was  formerly  tlie  ball  room,  the  orchestras  whereof  are 
converted  into  tribuniSf  as  they  are  called  here  and  in  France, 
and  galleries  with  us.  The  tribunes  are  open,  and  no  introduc- 
tkm  by  a  member  is  necessary.  The  room  is  handsome,  but  has 
nothing  particularly  striking ;  it  is  an  oblong  of,  I  judge,  about 
ISO  ftet  by  50,  illuminated  by  six  large,  and  as  many  smaller 
windows,  over  the  others,  of  plate  glass.  The  President  is  placed 
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on  a  bnnquctte,  raised  fmir  stops,  open  to  tlie  front,  and  railed 
in  on  the  otiier  tliree  sides :  on  iiis  riglit  and  left  hand  are  t\vo 
tablei),  and  seats  for  four  secretaries :  opposite  to  liim  is  the  bar; 
his  table  is  covered  with  a  crimson  velvet  cloth,  laced  with  gold, 
and  his  chair  is  covered  and  trimmed  in  like  manner:  he  wears 
a  silk  scarf  of  red  anil  white,  passed  on  his  right  shoulder  and 
round  his  waist,  and  he  is  furnished  with  a  middling  sized  ivory  • 
mallet,  with  which  he  announces  the  decision  of  tlie  assembly 
by  a  st]*oke  on  the  table.  The  mallet  I  do  not  like :  it  gives  tlie 
President  terribly  the  air  of  an  auctioneer,  but  nobody  hero 
minds  it.  On  his  right  hand,  but  on  the  floor,  is  a  small  kind 
of  pulpit,  fi*om  which  all  re]H)rts  of  committees  are  read  by  tlie 
iTspective  chairmen.  I'hc  membei's,  who  are  126  in  number, 
are  placed  round  the  three  sides  of  the  room :  there  are  fi^'e 
i"ows  of  benches,  raised  one  above  the  other,  covered  with  green 
cloth :  every  mcniber  has  before  him  pajier,  pens,  and  ink :  the 
places  aiT  all  numbei*ed,  and  every  fiReen  days,  at  the  election 
of  the  PiTsident,  whose  office  lasts  no  hmger,  the  members 

draw  for  their  seats,  hv  w  hich  means  thev  avoid  the  denomina- 

»  * 

tions  of  right  and  left  sides,  Govei*nment  and  opposition  sides, 
&c.  They  receive  ten  florins  a  day,  which  is  nearly  the  same 
pay  as  in  France,  being  about  iGs.  8(/.  sterling,  English,  It  is 
modenite  enough,  if  it  he  not  too  mo<Ierate :  for  my  principle 
is,  that  public  functionaries  should  he  liberally  paid,  but  receive 
no  fi»es  of  oflice.  AVhen  you  pay  liberally,  you  can  insist  that 
he  wlioin  you  employ  shall  do  his  duty,  and  infinitely  fewer 
hands  aw  necessary.  I  have  seen  siinicieiitly  in  France  the 
mischief  of  a  difToi^ent  system,  where,  for  want  of  being  able 
to  pay  their  public  functionaries,  even'  one  was  careless,  and 
ten  |K'i*sons  were  requii*ed  to  do  the  work,  and  do  it  ill,  which 
mig1)l  be  well  done  by  one,  and  lor  the  fouHli  of  the  expense  in 
the  upshot.  Liberality  is,  in  many  instances,  ti*ue  economy. 
The  membei*s  wei-e  extremely  decoraus  in  tlieir  manner  and  ap- 
jiearance,  and  onler  is  sufficiently  kept :  infinitely  better  for  ex- 
ain])le,  than  in  the  Consril  des  500,  but  not  quite  as  well  as  in 
the  English  House  of  Commons.  I  obsen'cd  ^^ery  few  members^ 
who  w  ere  not  at  least  thirty -five  yeai-s  of  age,  and  most  of  tliem 
seemed  to  me  to  be  forty  and  upwards ;  tliey  wear  no  distinctive 
mark  of  any  kind,  Altogetlier,  I  was  extremely  pleased  wifli 
tlie  dccoiiim  and  appearance^  both  of  (be  assembly  and  anditam. 


JOUHNAL  OF  APRIL,  1797.  873 

'nio  tribunes  wore  fiill,  but  not  rmwdMl ;  tliere  were  some  wo- 
inrii  of  a  ilecrnt  appearance,  ami  in  tlie  tribune  o]i)XMitf  to  the 
President,  vliich  is  reserved  for  tlie  rrieiids  of  the  members, 
tJierc  were  some  very  Imndsomc  and  well  flressed — When  Cen- 
tered, the  liouse  was.  as  we  would  say,  in  committee,  un  some 
urdinary  business,  and  the  Prciiident  pro  tempnre  wore  a  black 
velvet  scarf  over  liis  rig)it  shoulder,  with  tlic  wonls  Republiquc 
Bala\'e,  embmidcred  in  gold  on  the  front  At  twelve,  tlie  hnUKO 
resumed,  end  tlic  President  took  tlie  rhair.  as  1  have  described. 
The  question  for  discussion  was,  wliethei-  tlie  Dutch  people 
slNHild  or  should  not  be  obliged,  by  the  constitution,  to  pay  the 
clergy.  I  know  not  what  may  be.  but  I  know  very  well  what 
(Might  to  be.  their  decision.  In  France,  where  there  is  nu  reli- 
gion, tliere  is  no  salary  fixed  by  law  for  tlie  priests.  In  Ame- 
rlca.  whore  there  is  a  great  deal  of  religion,  there  is  no  salary 
settled  by  law  forthe  clci^-.  Tlie  Catholic  priests  and  tiie  Dis- 
senting minisUrs  of  Ireland,  are  paid  by  the  voluntary  subscrip. 
tions  of  their  hearers,  and  after  all  tliesc  examples,  I  lia\'c  no 
doubt  as  to  the  inconvenience  of  a  church  establishment.  By- 
the-by,  tlierc  are  several  of  the  clei-gy  members  of  the  Con- 
vention Batave;  I  saw  to-4lny  one  Catholic  priest,  and  tlirce 
Protestant  ministers  sitting  in  tlieir  places,  and  tJie  priest  spoke 
in  the  debate;  I  know  not  what  ho  said,  but  he  made  tlic  assem- 
bly laugh  heartily.  There  arc  likewise  some  of  the  noblesse  in 
die  convention,  and  I  liml  they  do  not  vote  as  a  caste ;  some  of 
them  are  patriots,  and  others  aristocrats.  All  this  information 
was  given  me  by  an  honest  Dutch  patriot,  who,  seeing  me  in  a 
French  unUorm.  was  so  good  as  to  do  me  tJie  honors  of  the  as- 
sembly, and  point  out  to  me  the  most  distinguislicd  members, 
particiilariy  Van  Kastacle,  who  is  tlie  leader  of  the  democratic 
intercflt  It  seems  tlie  principle  which  divides  tlie  assembly,  is 
nnify  or  federalism.  The  democrats  arc  fur  the  first,  tiic  aris- 
tocrats for  tltc  latter,  and  they  have  succeeded  in  carrying  their 
pMnt  in  tlw  plan  of  tlie  intendnl  constitution ;  but  my  Dutch 
friend  tells  mc  he  hopes  tliat  for  that  very  reason,  tlic  constitu- 
tion will  be  rejected  by  the  people,  in  their  primary  assemblies. 
ne  likewise  informed  me  that,  under  tlie  intended  constitution, 
the  clergy  ai-e  to  be  excluded  from  seats  in  tlio  legiKlatuni. 
that  lie  wished  to  God  they  would  exclude  the  lawyer 
were  intrig;uei-s  and  caballcrs.  and  from  being  more  infl 
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of  public  speaking,  and  confounding  right  and  wrong,  were  often 
able  to  confute  and  silence  honester  and  abler  men  than  themselves. 
I  could  not  help  laughing  internally  at  this  sketch  of  my  cidcvant 
brethren  of  the  Dutch  bar*  I  find  a  lawyer  is  a  lawyer  all  over 
the  world.  The  most  scandalously  corrupt  and  unprincipled 
body,  politically  speaking,  timt  I  ever  knew,  was  the  Irish  bar; 
I  was  a  black  sheep  in  tlieir  body,  and  I  bless  Grod  that  I  am 
well  rid  of  tliem ;  rot  them !  I  hate  the  very  memory  of  the  four 
courts,  even  at  this  distance.  Well,  ^itli  God's  blessing,  no 
man  will  ever  see  me  again  in  a  black  gown  and  nonsensical 
big  wig ;  so  let  the  profession  of  tlic  law  go  and  be  hanged*  I 
am  happily  done  with  it  To  return  :  I  have  now  seen  the  Par- 
liament of  Ireland,  the  Parliament  of  England,  the  Congresa 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  the  Corps  LcgLslatif  of  France^ 
and  the  Convention  Batave ;  I  have  likewise  seen  our  shabby 
volunteer  Convention  in  1783,  and  the  General  CommittBe  of 
the  Catholics  in  1793 ;  so  that  I  have  seen,  in  the  way  c^  delibe- 
rative bodies,  as  many  I  believe  as  most  men ;  and  of  all  tiiose 
I  have  mentioned,  beyond  all  comparison  tlie  most  shameleBsiy 
profligate  and  abandoned  by  all  sense  of  virtue,  principle^  or 
even  common  decency,  was  the  legislature  of  my  own  uofiirta- 
nate  country' ;  the  scoundrels,  I  lose  my  temper  every  tune  I 
think  of  them. — Dined  at  my  aubtrge;  at  the  dessert  there  en- 
tered a  sort  of  a  band  of  music,  consisting  of  four  women,  (two 
of  whom  were  pretty)  and  two  men.  One  of  the  women  had  a 
tambour  de  basque,  the  rest  had  violins :  they  played  and  song 
alternately,  and  not  ill.  I  observed  tliey  sung  in  partsy  flnfc 
second,  and  bass ;  they  finished  with  tlie  Marseillaise  hymn  in 
their  patoiSf  and  the  prettiest  of  the  women  then  went  ronnd 
witli  a  plate  to  make  her  cx)llection.  I  am  not  sure  that  I  afaoold 
have  b€«n  as  much  pleased  witli  better  music ;  I  thoaght  at  the 
time,  of  the  ballad  singers  of  Ormond  quay,  and  blushed.— Went 
to  the  coffee  house,  and  read  the  Paris  papers,  Was.  the  RoynlHit 
ones,  which  were  the  only  ones  I  could  find ;  excessivdy  dis- 
gusted with  their  dullness  and  impudence ;  the  liberty  of  At 
press  is  not  yet  understood  in  France;  the  indecent  attadki 
which  are  made  with  impunity  on  the  Government,  are  acndft- 
lous  and  abominable.  In  England  there  is  not  one  of  Hum 
scoundrelly  journalists,  but  would  be  sent  to  Newgale  ftr  two 
years,  for  one  fiftieth  part  of  the  libels  which  are  pnbliafaed  if^r 
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after  day  in  Paris,  with  the  most  perfect  impunity ;  yet  the  ras- 
cals cry  out  that  tliey  are  enslaved,  and  call  tiie  Directory  ty- 
rants and  oppressors,  whereas,  tlie  proof  that  the  most  unbound- 
ed liberty,  or,  to  speak  more  properly,  the  most  outrageous  li- 
cense, exists  in  France,  is,  that  such  audacious  libels  are  pub- 
lislied,  and  that  the  autliors  are  not  sent  instantly  to  the  galleys. 
All  over  Europe,  there  is  not  a  tyrant  whose  subjects  dare  out- 
i-age  Iiim  with  such  impunity ;  and  it  is  hard  that,  in  the  only  Go- 
vernment emanatory  from  the  choice  of  the  people,  liberty 
should  be  made  the  instrument  of  her  owti  destruction.  But, 
would  I  destroy  ttie  liberty  of  the  press?  No!  but  I  would  most 
certainly  restrain  it  within  just  and  reasonable  limits.  All  fair 
and  cool  discussion  I  would  not  only  permit,  but  encourage ; 
but  the  infamous  personalities,  tlic  gross  and  vulgar  abuse  that 
disgrace  the  Paris  journals,  I  would  most  severely  punish.  Li- 
berty of  the  pi-ess,  somebody  has  very  well  said,  Is  like  the  li- 
berty to  carry  a  stick,  which  no  man  should  be  hindered  from 
doing ;  but  if  he  chooses  to  employ  it  in  breaking  his  neighbor's 
bead,  or  his  windows,  it  is  no  breach  of  his  liberty  to  make 
him  answer  for  the  mischief  he  has  committed.  In  short,  I  am 
of  opinion — and  if  ever  I  have  the  opportunity  I  will  endeavor 
to  reduce  that  opinion  to  practice,  that  the  Government  of  a  Re- 
public, properly  organized,  and  freely  and  frequently  chosen 
by  the  people^  should  be  a  strong  Government,  It  is  tlie  interest 
and  security  of  the  people  tliemselves,  and  the  truest  and  best 
support  of  their  liberty,  that  the  Government  which  tliey  have 
chosen  should  not  be  insulted  yniib  impunity ;  it  is  tlie  people 
themselves  who  are  degraded  and  insulted  in  the  persons  of 
their  Government  I  would,  therefore,  have  strong  and  severe 
laws  against  libels  and  calumny,  and  I  do  not  apprehend  the 
least  danger  to  the  just  and  reasonable  liberty  of  the  press, 
from  the  execution  of  those  laws,  where  the  magistrates,  the 
jadgesy  and  ihe  jury,  are  freely  named  by  the  people.  The  very 
same  laws  which,  under  the  English  constitution,  I  regard  as 
tyrannical  and  unjust,  I  would,  in  a  free  Republic,  preserve, 
and  even  strengtiien.  It  is  becaase  the  King  names  the  judges 
and  the  sheriffs ;  because  the  sheriRs  pack  the  juries ;  and  a  thou- 
aand  otlier  obvious  reasons,  that  I  regard  the  English  trials,  in 
many  instances,  as  a  mockery  of  justice ;  it  is  not  tliat  in  theory 
the  law  is  bad,  but  that  in  practical  execution  it  is  tyrannical ; 
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anil,  as  I  have  already  said,  I  do  not  sec  why  tyi-aiits  alone 
should  be  protected  by  the  laws,  and  liberty  left  unprotected 
and  derenceless.  I  lio])e  I  aiu  deceived,  but  I  much  fear  the 
FiTnch  Govemincnt  will  liavc  ivascin  sonly  to  i-epent  their  ex- 
travagant caution  witli  ivguinl  to  inrringiiig  tlie  libei*ty  of  the 
press.  It  is  less  dangenius  for  a  Government  to  be  feared,  or 
even  hated,  than  despised:  and  1  do  not  see  how  one  which suf- 
fei*s  itself,  day  after  dsiy,  witiiout  ivniission,  to  be  insulted  in  Uie 
most  outrageous  manner,  witii  the  most  i>eHect  impunity^  can 
avoid,  in  tlie  long  run.  falling  into  disrejMite  and  contempt.  In 
America,  such  gross  indecency  would  not  be  suiTei^ed  to  pass 
unpunished ;  and  suivJy,  ifnitional  liberty  exists  u[X)n  the  earth, 
it  is  hi  the  Uniti*d  States.  <*  litre  endeth  thejirst  lesson  on  the 
liberty  of  the  press.^*  I  have  now  disburtliened  my  soul  of  the 
indignation  which  was  kindled  in  it  by  thase  abominable  libels.-— 
To  i*etum ;  walked  forth  into  the  wcmhI  in  quest  of  the  palace  of 
the  cidevant  Stadtliolder,  but  could  not  find  it,  so  that  must  be  for 
to-morrow.  Returned  to  my  auberge,  somewhat  afflicted  witli 
tlie  blue  devils:  I'cinembei'ed  one  of  Volt.iirc's  pit?!cepts  in  such 
casc»s.  •'()*«  bien  buvcz:  c  est  un  parfi  fort  sage;**  AoierminsA 
to  put  it  in  )H-actice.  Got  off  my  boots  and  coat,  got  into  my 
wrapiier  and  slipiiers,  and  determined  to  enjoy  myself.  I  do 
not  see  why  I  should  come  to  the  Hague,  without  tasting  some 
Holland  gin.  •'  The  liquor^  tvlten  o/ire,  rvhose  very  smell  I  did 
detest  and  loathe**  Called  for  gin.  water,  and  sugar*  **on  ivhkk 
the  waiter  disappeared^  and  returned  instantly  with  tlie  iwgginm*^ 
IVrlornied  the  pail  of  LoihI  B.  with  infinite  address:  drank  «to 
tlie  health  of  my  deai*est  love:'*  '*our  friends  in  Ireland ;** 
<»tiie  French  Republic,  with  thi*ee  times  three:''  '^a  speedy  Re- 
public to  lj*eland,  with  loud  and  universal  acclamations;''  << Ge- 
neral Iloche.  and  the  army  of  Sanibrc  et  Meiisc,"  Tlie  evening 
concluded  with  the  utmost  festivitv. 

■r 

Jlpril  C8.  As  I  am  about  to  leave  tlic  Hague  to-morrow, 
bought  the  Traveller's  Guide,  in  onler  to  amuse  myself  in  the 
boat  by  i-eading  what  I  ought  to  have  seen  whilst  I  was  there, 
I  do  not  much  sec  the  good  siMise  of  iny  purchase,  but  I  perceive 
I  am  of  that  class,  res|iiTtable  at  least  for  its  inimbers,  who  art 
c4^Iebrated  for  their  facility  in  parting  witii  tlieir  money,  irf 
which,  by-the-hy,  it  may  be  supplied  I  am  not  just  now  afflict- 
ed witli  a  pi-odigious  quantity.  Dinner  as  usiial,  but  the  comp*- 
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nj  more  mixed  ;  at  the  lower  end  of  the  table  sat  a  member  of 
the  Convention,  wortli  a  plunij  and  a  stauncli  patriot ;  next  hinu 
in  order,  wei-e  tliree  plain  men,  ^^said  they  were  farmers — in- 
deed  looked  like  farmers^  in  boots,  and  spattered.^*  They  and  the 
representative  of  tlie  Convention  had  a  long  discussion.  I  ob- 
served he  listened  to  them  with  great  attention,  and  took  notes  of 
fiieir  remarks.  This  is  as  it  ought  to  be.  After  dinner  a  concert^ 
as  yesterday,  but  the  band  was  differently  composed:  <<  On  n'y 
voyaitni  tetons  ni  beaux  yeux.**  In  plain  English,  tlie  perform- 
ers were*  men,  except  one  woman,  who  sung,  agreeably,  two  or 
tliree  duos,  the  other  part  being  performed  by  a  little  bossu,  about 
three  feet  high,  but  who  was  peneti*ated  to  the  very  soul  by  his 
o^n  music.  I  was  exceedingly  amused  by  his  style  of  singing 
and  acting :  for  he  acted  also,  and,  at  the  end  of  the  concert, 
gave  him  a  trifle  for  himself.  I  could  not  help  thinking  what  a 
choice  morceau  Sterne  would  Iiave  made  out  of  one  of  these  con- 
certs and  this  poor  little  bossu^  who  seemed  a  sort  of  enthusiast 
in  his  art  lliese  ambulant  musicians  are  nothing,  if  you  tliink 
of  tlie  opera ;  but  if  you  tiiink  of  the  ballad-singers  of  other  coun- 
tries, they  are  highly  respectable,  and,  in  fact,  I  remarked  two 
or  Hiree  among  tliem  whom  I  would  have  been  very  glad  to 
equal  on  tlieir  instilments.  After  dinner  strolled  out  about  tlio 
Hague :  '*  People  may  say  this  and  tliat  of  being  in  MwgatCf 
buU  for  my  part,  I  find  Holland  as  pleasant  a  place  as  ever  I  was 
in  in  my  life."  It  is  delicious.  I  am  tempted,  as  I  walk  about 
the  Hague,  to  cry  out  <<  Tlum  almost  persuadest  me  to  be  a  Butch" 
man."  Whoever  may  be  Ambassador  from  tlie  Republic  of  Ire- 
land to  Holland,  will  not  be  the  worst  off  of  tlie  future  Corps 
Diplomatique.  Returned  to  the  auberge ;  demanded  of  the  waiter 
*^ifhe  could  help  me  to  a  glass  ofgenever,  or  so  ?**  (I  defy  man, 
woman,  or  child,  to  track  me  in  that  quotation.)  The  waiter 
produced  the  needful — Lord  B.,  &c 

Jlpril  29.  Set  off  this  morning,  in  tlie  trakschuyt,  for  Am- 
sterdam ;  saw  two  storks,  male  and  female,  at  work  building 
tiicir  nest;  it  was  a  delightful  emblem  of  a  bon  menage,  and  I 
cannot  express  the  pleasure  I  felt  in  obsening  how  intent  tliey 
were  on  their  work,  and  the  assistance  they  mutually  gave  each 
other.  How  my  dearest  love  would  have  enjoyed  it  Travelled 
with  tlie  citizen  Van  Amstel,  a  deputy  to  the  Convention,  whom 
I  had  already  met  at  dinner,  and  who  had  been  pointed  <Nit  ta 
Vol.  11—48 
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me  ^'hcn  I  went  to  the  assembly,  by  my  Dutch  acquaintaticei 
<<  whose  name  Iktunv  noU  but  whose  persoti  I  rccerencef**  as  a 
most  excellent  patriot  and  i*epublican.  We  soon  found  one  ano^ 
Iher  out ;  he  tells  me  tliat  tlie  Committee  for  Foreign  Aflairs 
iiave  received  an  express  from  General  Daendels,  Commander-* 
in-chief,  that  tlie  preliminaries  of  the  peace  between  the  French 
Republic  and  the  Em[>ei*or  are  certainly  signed,  and  that  they 
have  no  doubt  but  that  tiie  fact  is  so ;  if  so,  it  is  most  excellent 
news,  indeed  the  best  we  could  desire :  but  I  have  a  mighty  good 
rule,  from  which  I  will  not  now  depaii;,  which  is  to  believe  all 
excellent  news  alwavs  four-and-twentv  hours  after  all  mankind 
is  convinced  of  its  certainty*  lie  gives  me  anottier  piece  of  in- 
telligence, which,  if  it  be  tnie,  I  regard  as  scarcely  of  less  im- 
portance tlian  tlie  peace  witti  tlie  Kmperor,  viz.  That  there  baa 
been  a  mutiny  aboanl  the  English  fleet :  tliat  tlie  seamen  bad 
neai*ly  tlirown  tlieir  Admiral  overboard,  and  that  they  had 
tried,  condemned,  and  hanged,  one  of  their  comrades  for  oppos- 
ing their  measures.  This  is  too  gcMKl  news  to  be  true,  and  I 
long  most  anxiously  to  see  it  explained.  It  has  been  communi* 
rated  to  the  Comite  des  Relations  Extcrienres  from  Hambufgh, 
so  I  shall  probably  learn  tlie  tiiitli  w  hen  I  meet  my  family  at 
Groninguen.  At  our  parting.  Van  Anistel  requested  to  see  me 
on  my  return  to  the  Hague,  and  offered  his  services,  if  he  could 
be  of  any  convenience  to  me  there,  on  which  "  IJburished  mf 
hands  three  times  orcer  my  head  in  tlie  most  graceful  mannerf** 
and  took  my  leave.  I  think  I  will  ask  him  to  introduce  my  dear- 
est love  into  the  grand  gallery-  of  tlie  Convention.  Returned  to 
my  old  hutch  in  tlie  Neiiss,  wliere,  by-tlie-by,  I  am  very  wdl 
and  reasonably  lodged.   I  like  tlie  Dutch  inns  mightily. 

j9prt{  SO.  Set  off  on  my  journey  to  Groninguen,  where  I  have 
given  my  wife  and  babies  a  meeting ;  crossed  tlie  Zuyderzec  ui 
the  night;  it  took  us  just  twelve  hours. 


MAY,  179r. 

Miy  1.  Arrived  at  Lemmer  at  eight  in  the  morning,  and  writ 
off  instantly  in  the  trakschuy t  for  Strobosch ;  a  delightful  day 
and  beautiful  breeze  all  the  way ;  immense  quantities  of  game 
all  along  the  canaL  Planned  a  voyage,  to  be  execotedy  God. 
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knows  when,  by  my  wife,  Russell,  and  myself;  to  hire  a 
trackschuyt  for  a  month  certain,  to  go  where  we  liked,  and 
stop  when  we  liked,  to  live  aboard  our  boat,  to  bring  guns, 
fishing  tackle,  fee.  and  in  tliis  manner  make  a  tour  tlirough  a 
gi*eat  part  of  IloUand*  It  would  be  delicious ;  ^a  very  pretty 
journey  indeed^  and  besideSf  where  is  the  money?**  Oh  Lord!  Oh 
Lord! 

May  Qd.  Slept  last  night  at  Strobosch  in  a  six  bedded  room, 
the  other  five  beds  being  occupied  by  five  snoring  Dutchmen ; 
genteel  and  agreeable.  Arrived  at  Groninguen  at  12  o*clock; 
tlie  town  extremely  neat  like  all  tlic  Dutch  towns,  but  not  as 
handsome  as  most  of  thase  I  have  seen ;  put  up  at  the  Nieuwc 
Munstcr. 

J^!ay  3,  4,  5,  6.  Tormented  with  the  mast  terrible  apprehen- 
sions on  account  of  tlie  absence  of  my  dearest  love,  about  whom 
I  hear  nothing ;  walked  out  every  day  to  the  canal,  two  or  three 
times  a  day,  to  meet  tlie  boats  coming  from  Lieuschans,  where 
she  will  arrive:  No,  love!  no,  love!  I  never  was  so  unliappy  in 
all  my  life.  One  evening  went  to  the  Dutch  comedy ;  I  am  en- 
raged to  see,  every  instant,  how  unjustly  the  Dutch  are  treated 
by  otiier  nations ;  this  was  but  a  strolling  company,  and  tlie 
theati-e  was  patched  of  boards,  being  a  temporary  building  raiseil 
for  tlie  Fair  only,  which  lasts  here  three  weeks.  The/ played, 
however,  a  translation  of  Voltaire's  Merope  very  decently,  and 
the  afbcr-piece,  which  was  the  Tableau  parlant^  exceedingly 
well ;  better,  for  example,  than  I  have  seen  it  played  ii^  French 
at  Rennes  and  at  Brest  Saw  a  battalicm  of  Chasseurs  in  dark 
green  coat  waistcoat  and  breeches,  with  crimson  cape  and 
cufTs ;  two  or  three  companies  were  armed  with  rifles,  witli 
which  I  saw  them  fire  at  tlie  target  very  badly,  though  they 
liad  a  machine  to  rest  their  firelocks  upon,  which  is  a  vile  cus- 
tom; at  150  yards,  not  one  in  ten  of  tliem  struck  a  tai-get  of 
three  or  four  feet  ^nd  not  one  of  them,  by  any  chance,  tlie  bull's 
eye.  The  fourth  Dutch  demi  brigade  is  here,  in  garrison,  blue 
fiu^ed  pale  yellow,  and  makes  a  very  good  appearance ;  there  is, 
likewise,  a  regiment  of  Hussards  in  dark  blue^  like  our  sixth 
regiment  which  looks  very  well, 

JMby  7*  At  last  this  day,  in  the  evening,  as  I  w*as  taking  my 
iMud  walk  along  the  canal,  I  had  tlie  unspeakable  satisfaction  to 
see  my  dearest  love,  and  our  little  babies,  my  sister,  and  her  bus- 
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band,  all  arrive  safe  and  Tvell ;  it  is  impossible  to  descibe  the 
pleasure  I  felt  (Here  is  an  end  of  my  journals  now,  for  seme 
time  at  least)  Since  I  came  to  France,  which  is  now  above 
fourteen  months,  I  have  continued  them  pretty  regularly  for  tho 
amusement  of  my  dearest  love«  As  wc  ai*e  now  to{;e1her  once 
more,  they  become  unnecessary;  wo  must  wait  for  another 
paration. 

Amsterdam,  Mdy  15,  1797* 
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LETTERS  FROM  GEN.  TONE  TO  HIS  WIFE. 

Fabis,  ISthJanvaiy,  1797. 

Mt  dbaukbt  love  :  I  have  this  instant  received  your  lettert 
Thich  I  have  read  with  a  mixture  of  pleasure  and  pain  which  I 
cannot  describe.  Thank  God,  you  are  safe  thus  far,  with  our 
darling  babies!  I  will  not  hear,  I  will  not  believe,  that  your 
health  is  not  in  the  best  possible  state ;  at  the  same  time,  I  en- 
treat yoD,  as  you  value  my  life,  that  you  may  take  all  possible 
care  of  yourself :  for  you  know  very  well,  if  any  thing  were  to 
happen  you,  I  could  not  survive  you,  and  then  what  would  bo- 
come  of  the  little  things?  But  let  me  tell  you  first  about  myself 
I  am  only  this  morning  arrived  at  Paris,  from  Brest,  whence  I 
was  despatched  fay  the  General  commanding  the  army  intend- 
ed tor  Ireland,  in  tlie  absence  of  General  Hoche,  in  order  to 
commanicate  with  tiie  Executive  Directory.  I  am,  at  jvesen^ 
Adjutant  General,  and  I  can  live  on  my  appointments ;  and  when 
flie  peace  comes,  we  will  rent  a  cabin  and  a  garden,  and  be  as 
hmppj  as  Emperors  on  my  half-pay ;  at  the  same  time,  I  am 
not  witboqt  hopes  that  the  Go^'cmment  here  may  do  something 
bcAter  for  me ;  but,  for  all  this,  it  is  indispensable  that  you  be 
hi  rude  health.  Who  will  milk  the  cows,  or  make  tiie  butter,  if 
yon  are  not  stout?  Indeed,  my  dearest  love,  I  cannot  write  with 
the  least  connection  when  there  is  question  of  your  Baf<^ ;  let 
ne  begin  again.  The  sixteenth  of  last  month  we  suled  from 
Brest,  wifii  seventeen  sul  of  the  lintv  berides  frigates,  kc,  to 
the  nombea*  in  all  of  forty-three  sail,  having  on  board  15,000 
troops,  and  45,000  stand  of  arms,  with  artiUary,  Ac  We  were 
intended  for  Ireland,  but  no  unfortunate  ttcet  was  ever  so  tossed 
by  storm  and  tempest ;  at  length  the  division,  in  which  1  ■ 
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barked,  was  forced  to  return  to  Brest,  the  second  of  tliis  mon&t 
after  lying  eight  days  in  Bantry  bay,  near  Cork,  witiiout  bo- 
ing  able  to  put  a  man  ashore.  We  brought  back  about  5«000 
men,  and  as  the  General  has  not  yet  returned,  we  are  in  great 
hopes  that  he  has  effected  a  landing  with  tlie  other  10,000,  in 
wliich  case  we  shall  retrieve  every  thing.  In  the  mean  time*  I 
ain  hei-c  waiting  tlie  orders  of  tiie  Government  If  the  expedi- 
tion be  renewed,  I  shall,  of  course,  return  to  Brest ;  if  not,  I 
w  ill  await  your  arrival  at  Paris.  This  is  a  hasty  sketch  of  mj 
affairs,  but  I  have  a  journal  for  you  in  eleven  little  volumes.  I 
have  only  to  add,  tliat  I  am  in  the  higliest  health,  and  should 
be  in  as  good  spirits,  if  it  were  not  for  tliose  two  cruel  lines 
where  you  speak  of  yourself.  Let  me  now  come  to  your  affair, 
or  rather  Mary*s.  I  will  give  my  opinion  in  one  word,  by  say- 
ing that  I  leave  every  thing  to  her  own  decision :  I  have  no 
right,  and,  if  I  had,  I  have  no  wish  to  put  the  smallest  constraint 
upon  her  inclination ;  I  ceHainly  feeil  a  satisfaction  at  the  pros- 
pect of  her  being  settled,  and  I  entreat  her  to  receive  my  most 
earnest  and  anxious  wishes  for  her  future  happiness.  As  fiuv 
tlierefoi-c,  as  my  consent  may  be  necessai*y,  I  give  it  in  the  fullest 
and  freest  manner,  and  I  MTite  to  Monsieur  Giauque,  according- 
ly, by  the  same  past  which  brings  you  tliis.  >Vhen  an  affair  of 
tliat  kind  is  once  determined  upon,  I  do  not  see  tlie  use  of  dclay^ 
and,  therefoi*e,  I  think  tliey  had  better  be  married  in  Hamburgh; 
but  I  hope  Monsieur  Giauque  will  have  the  goodness  toseeym 
safe  into  France,  when  the  season  is  sufKciently  advanced  to 
admit  of  your  travelling  :  for  I  will  not  hear  of  your  exposing 
yourself,  and  our  cliildren,  in  this  dreadful  season.  Indeed^  at 
any  rate,  until  my  business  hei'e  is  decided,  you  had  better  re- 
main at  Hamburgh,  or  some  village  in  tlie  neighborfaoody  ac- 
cording as  you  find  most  agreeable  to  your  health  and  circmi- 
stances  ;  the  expense  will  be  much  tlie  same  as  in  France^  and 
you  will  not  hazard  your  safety.  I  shall  soon  know  now  wbeOn 
er  our  affair  will  be  prosecuted  or  not;  if  it  is,  I  am  of  ooiirse 
compelled  to  take  my  share,  and  must  return  to  my  post ;  if  it  is 
not,  1  will  go  for  you  myself  to  Hamburgh ;  but,  in  all  events^  I 
positively  desire  and  enjoin  you  not  to  stir,  until  the  season  ^rill 
admit  of  your  travelling  without  iiyury  toyourhealth,  and  I  hopa 
the  marriage  of  Monsieur  Giauque  and  Mary  may 
your  stay,  for  a  short  period,  both  convenient  and  agroeabfe 
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1  return  to  my  own  affaii-s ;  you  desire  me  to  write  sometliing 
comfortable,  and,  in  conseciuence,  I  tell  you,  in  the  first  place, 
that  I  doat  upon  you  and  the  babes ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  that 
my  pay  and  appointments  amount  to  neai*  eight  thousand  livres  a 
year,  of  which  one  fourtli  is  paid  in  cash,  and  the  remainder  in  pa^ 
per ;  so  tliat  I  receive  now  about  eighty-four  pounds  sterling  a 
year,  and  when  we  come  to  be  paid  all  in  cash,  as  we  shall  be 
some  time  or  other,  my  p<iy  will  be  about  thn*e  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  sterling  a  year ;  but  supposing  it  be  no  more  than  Hghty- 
four  pounds  sterling  a  yeai*,  I  will  i*ent  a  cottage  and  a  few  acix^s 
of  land,  within  a  few  miles  of  Paris,  in  order  to  be  on  tlie  spot, 
and  witli  our  eighty-four  {lounds  a  year,  a  couple  of  cows,  a  liogi 
and  some  poultry,  you  will  see  whetlier  we  will  not  be  happy* 
That  is  the  worst  tliat  can  hapjien  us :  but  if  our  expedition  suc- 
ceeds, of  which,  as  yet,  I  know  notliing  but  which  a  very  few 
dajTs  must  now  decide,  only  tliink  wiiat  a  change  that  will  make 
in  our  affairs,  and  even  if  any  tiling  should  happen  me,  in  that 
event  you  and  the  babies  will  be  the  care  of  tlie  nation ;  so  let 
me  uitreat  of  you  not  to  give  way  to  any  gloomy  ideas.  I  look 
upon  Mary's  marriage — supposing  tlie  young  man  to  have  a  good 
character,  and  an  amiable  tem[KT,  which  I  tiiist  he  has,  from 
your  reiiort,  to  be  a  very  fortunate  circumstance ;  for,  as  to 
riches,  you  and  I  well  know  by  our  experience  how  independent 
happiness  is  of  wealth* 

Wlien  I  tell  you  that,  after  tossing  three  weeks  on  a  stormy 
sea,  I  have  passed  the  last  seven  days  in  a  carriage  almost  with' 
out  sleep,  you  will  not  wonder  at  the  want  of  connection  in  this 
letter,  but  I  am  obliged  to  write  in  order  to  catch  the  post. 
Your  letter  is  dated,  generally^  Ilamburgh,  but  I  put  mine  in  a 
train  tliat  I  hope  it  will  reach  you*  Henceforward  I  will  direct  to 
yoa  at  tlie  Post  Office,  where  you  must  send  Monsieur  Giaiiqu^ 
to  look  for  my  letters*  I  will  write  to  you  again  by  the  next 
post  but  one,  by  which  time  I  hope  to  have  some  news,  one  way 
or  other,  for  you.  Direct  your  answer  to  Le  Citoyen  8miih,  Ft- 
Hie  Bue  6t  Boclu  Poissoniere,  JVb*  7,  a  Paris.  Once  more, 
keep  op  your  spirits ;  be  sui*e  that,  if  I  am  not  ordered  on  tlie 
affair  you  wot  of,  I  will  go  myself  and  fetch  you  from  Uam^ 
burgh,  and,  as  the  weather  will  not  admit  of  your  stirring  for  a 
short  period,  there  is  no  time  lost    My  sincere  leve  to  Mary 


■A^ 
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and  fho  little  ones.   God  Almighty  forever  bless  you,  because  I 
doat  on  you. 

Yours,  ever, 

J.  SMITH. 

Let  Monsieur  Giauque  give  liis  address,  and  your's,  to  flw 
gentleman  ^iio  will  hand  you  tliis,  in  case  I  should  find  it 
cessary  to  write  by  the  same  channel. 


Petite  Rue  St.  Rocu,  Foirso^iviere,  No.  7» 

Pflm,  Jan.  17,  1797. 

Deaeest  Love  :  I  \iTotc  to  you  the  IStli  instant,  being  flie 
day  after  my  arrival  at  Paris,  from  Brest,  whence  I  was  des- 
patched by  tlie  General  witli  letters  to  the  Directoire.  My  mind 
was  so  affected  then  (and  still  is)  by  the  apprehension  of  your 
illness,  that  I  scai*ccly  know  what  I  wrote  to  you.  and  I  do  not 
believe  my  present  letter  will  be  moro  connected.  To  begin 
with  what  intei-ests  me  most,  your  health,  I  positively  ciydii 
you  not  to  attempt  coming  to  France  until  I  give  yon  further 
orders.  I  suppose  I  need  not  say,  that  my  impatience  to  em- 
brace you,  and  our  dear  little  ones,  is  fully  equal  to  that  iriiich 
I  know  you  feel  to  see  me  once  more ;  but  I  cannot  permit  ym 
to  undertake  a  joui*ney  of  tliat  nature  in  this  dreadful  seaaony 
when  there  ai*e  so  few  conveniences  for  travelling,  when  your 
health  is  so  delicate^  and  you  have  thi*ee  childi-en,  whose  con- 
stitution cannot  possibly  suppoii;  the  fatigue  and  the  cold.  I 
desire  you  may  immediately,  and  on  tlie  most  economical  fl^ya- 
tcm,  take  a  lodging  for  yourself  and  tiie  babies,  and  make  it 
out  as  well  as  you  can  until  the  beginning  of  April.  In  tidiy 
Mons.  Giauque,  to  whom  I  wrote  in  vile  French  by  tlie  last  poatt 
will  of  course  assist  you.  I  presume  you  will  be  accommodated 
equally  wtU,  and  much  cheajier,  in  some  of  the  villages,  within 
a  few  leagues  of  Hamburgh,  than  in  the  city ;  but  you  will  de- 
cide for  yourself.  My  wish  is,  howc\xr,  that  you  should  rather 
be  in  a  village,  if  it  were  only  for  tlie  purity  of  tlie  air,  and  tiie 
convenience  of  having  new  milk,  of  which,  I  beg  you,  make  tibe 
principal  part  of  your  diet  llie  children,  too^  will  be  betkeBi 
By  the  beginning  of  April  the  stormy  season  will  be  mttf  and 
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then  I  tliiiik  your  best  method  will  be  to  come  in  a  Danish  ves- 
sel, or  any  otiier  neutral  bottom,  to  Ilavre  de  Grace.  It  will 
be  mucli  cheaper,  especially  if  you  have  any  baggage,  much 
shorter,  and,  what  I  tliink  more  of,  will  fatigue  you  and  the 
childiTn  inrinitely  less,  than  a  journey  of  a  tliousand  miles  by 
land.  I  s[)eak  in  tliis  manner  on  the  supposition  that  I  should  be 
at  that  time  on  service;  of  which,  as  yet,  I  know  notliing;  If  I 
am  not,  tlic  moment  I  am  satisfied  I  can  quit  tlie  army  with 
honor,  I  will  the  same  iastant  set  off  for  Hamburgh,  and  bring 
you  witii  me  to  France.  In  my  last,  I  wrote  you  tliree  words 
on  tlie  fate  of  tlie  expedition.  What  the  furtlier  decision  of  the 
Government  hei*e  may  be,  I  know  not ;  but,  at  any  rate,  I  am 
almost  sure  I  shall  i-eceive,  w  ithin  three  or  four  days,  orders  to 
return  to  Bi-est  to  head  quai-ters,  and  probably  some  time  will 
elapse  after,  before  we  know  wlictlier  any  tiling  furtiier  will  bo 
done  or  attempted  in  the  business ;  so  that  you  see  by  remain- 
ing, as  I  desire,  at  Ilamburgh,  you  lose  nothing  :  for,  if  you  were 
even  in  France,  we  could  not  for  some  time  be  togetlier,  and 
the  expense  will  be  just  the  same.  If  I  find  the  expedition  will  not 
take  place,  I  will  apply  immediately  for  leave  of  absence  and  join 
you  :  so,  once  more,  I  positively  desire  you  may  not  attempt  to 
expose  yourself  and  tlie  children  to  the  perils  and  fatigues  of 
such  a  journey  at  this  time  of  yeai* :  only  think  if  you  were 
taken  ill  bytlie  road  !  On  your  allegiance  do  not  stir  until  fur- 
ther orders,  and  count  upon  my  impatience,  in  tiie  mean  time, 
being  equal  to  yours,  which  is  saying  enough. 

With  regard  to  your  finances,  all  I  have  to  say  Ls,  that 

**  When  both  booie  and  land  b  tpenC, 
'*  Then  learning  n  most  excellent." 

I  desired  Reynolds,  in  my  letter,  to  get  you  specie  for  your 
stock,  and  not  to  meddle  witli  bills  of  exchange,  and  I  see  he  did 
not  pay  the  least  attention  to  my  request,  **far  which  his  own 
*^god$  damn  himP^  I  do  not  well  understand  tiiatpart  of  your 
letter,  where  you  speak  o{ your  having  a  bill  on  London,  for  g500, 
which  is  not  received*  However,  as  Mons.  Giauque  is,  or  is  about 
to  be,  one  of  our  family,  and  as  he  is  a  man  used  to  commercial 
affairsy  of  which  I  know  notiiing,  I  presume  he  will  do  his  best 
to  recover  the  money  for  you ;  but,  if  it  should  be  lost,  let  it  go  ! 
we  shall  be  rich  enough  to  make  ourselves  peasants,  and  I  will 
hay  yon  a  handsome  pair  of  «(i6o/5,  (in  English,  wooden  sh^^s.) 
Vol.  11—49 
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and  another  for  myself:  and  you  will  see,  with  my  half-pay, 
which  is  the  worst  that  can  hapjien  us,  we  shall  be  as  happy  as 
tlie  day  is  long.  I  will,  the  moment  I  am  clear  of  the  busineas 
in  which  I  am  engaged,  devote  tiic  i-emainder  of  my  life  ta 
making  you  happy,  and  educating  our  little  ones ;  and  I  know 
you  well  enougli  to  be  convinceil  that,  wlicn  we  are  once  togethov 
all  stations  in  life  ai-e  indifferent  to  you.  If  you  are  lucky 
enough  to  i*ecover  your  five  hundred  dollars,  donottakeanothtr 
bill  of  exchange ;  but  keep  your  money  by  you  until  you  hear 
again  from  me. 

I  am  surprised  you  did  not  receive  my  last  letter  addresaed 
to  you  at  Princeton,  be(*auHe  I  enclosed  it  in  one  to  Reynolds  and 
Rowan  jointly,  which  it  seems  they  received,  which  is  a  Kttk 
extraoniinary ;  however,  as  it  hap{)ens,  it  is  no  great  matter^ 
for  it  is  little  more  than  a  duplicate  of  tlie  one  you  got  by  way 
of  Havre.^ 

I  am  heartily  glad  that  Matt  is  safe  and  well.  If  I  had  him 
here  now  I  could  make  him  a  captain,  and  my  aid-de-camp^  fiir 
a  woi-d's  s))eaking  to  the  CTenei*aI :  so  that,  if  he  has  any  wish 
for  a  military  life,  it  is  unlucky  that  he  did  not  come  with  yoiit 
as  I  desired  in  my  letter  to  you  which  miscairied :  but  perhaps 
it  is  all  for  the  better,  and,  at  any  rate^  it  is  now  too  late  to  write 
for  him  on  that  topic.  If  we  succeed,  by-and-by  I  shall  be  able 
to  provide  for  liiin,  and  all  my  friends  who  neeil  my  asststanoef 
and  who,  luckily,  are  not  many.  Our  ex[MKlition  is,  at  present 
but  susj)ended ;  it  may  be  resumed,  and  if  we  once  reach  our 
destination,  I  have  no  doubt  of  success,  and,  in  that  case,  I  will 
ivserve  for  Matt  tlie  very  fii*st  com|Kiny  of  grenadiers  in  the 
ai*my ;  so  Mary  will  have  two  bi-others,  in  tliat  case,  ot^eBiat 
•Milifaire,  insti*ad  of  one ;  and  [)erlia[)s  she  may  have  three-y  fiir 
Arthur  {of  whom  I  have  not  heard  oiie  word  since  he  left  PAibl- 
delphia)  is  now  old  enough  to  can*y  a  pair  of  colors. 

The  uncertainty  in  which  I  am  with  regard  to  the  expeditioi^ 
embarrasses  me  a  good  deal  in  wTiting  to  you.  If  it  goes  01^ 
I  pi-oceed,  of  course,  with  tlie  army ;  and,  in  tliat  case,  I  havs 
the  warmest  expectations  of  success,  which  will  set  us  at  imos 
at  our  ease.  If  it  is  laid  aside,  that  instant  I  will  set  out  to 
oin  jyou ;  and  console  yourself  for  the  delay  by  the  reiloctiQi^ 

*  TlieSe  Irtten  conUiined  directinnt  (o  my  moUier  to  carry  the  Mpn*  MiA  c* 
thing  from  AmeriM.   Cao  It  be  that  Ueynoldi  alnaul/  ncdilMed  to  keep  IImh  P. 
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thaty  for  tlie  reasons  I  have  already  given  you,  we  lose  no  time: 
for  at  present  it  is  absolutely  impossible  that  you  should  travel. 

In  my  last  as  well  as  in  my  letter  to  Mons.  Giauque,  I  gave 
my  consent  fully  to  bis  marriage  with  Mary.  I  presume,  in 
eonsequence,  they  will  make  no  delay.  If  they  should  be  mar- 
ried when  you  receive  this,  give  them  my  warmed  and  sincercst 
wishes  for  their  happiness.  Mary  knows  how  well  I  love  her, 
and  I  hope  and  trust  she  has  made  a  proper  choice.  I  rely 
upon  the  friendship  of  Mons.  Giauque,  to  show  you  all  possi- 
ble assistance  and  attention  during  your  stay  at  Hamburgh. 

Adieu,  dearest  love.  I  send  tliis  under  cover  to  a  gentleman 
at  Hamburgh,  who  will  I  hope  find  you  out.  Write  to  me  in- 
stantly, and  tell  me  tliat  you  arc  well,  and  as  happy  as  you  can 
be  while  we  are  separated.  Kiss  the  babie^s  for  me  ten  tlioiisand 
times.  If  I  am  ordered  off,  as  I  expect,  I  will  ^Tite  again  be- 
fore I  leave  Paris.  God  Almighty  for  ever  bless  you,  my  deai*- 
est  life  and  soul.    Tours  ever, 

J.  SMITH,  Mj.  Qen.!!!! 

I  send  you  the  names  of  several  villages  in  the  neighborliood 
•f  Hamburgh,  viz.  Mtona;  GnhdeU  hors  de  la  porte  de  Dam* 
than;  Limsbutteln  hors  de  la  porte  d*JUona;  Ham^  hors  de  la 
porte  de  Steinthor;  Eppendorfe.  hors  de  la  porte  de  Damthon* 
The  address  of  the  person  who  will  (I  hope)  deliver  you  this, 
iAJHon$.  Holterman^  demeurant  Mven-M^allf  No.  123.  If  you 
remove,  as  I  beg  you  may,  to  some  village  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, it  will  be  to  him  I  shall  direct  my  letters,  so  you  will 
take  care  to  give  him  your  addre&s.  In  all  this,  J^Jbns.  Oi- 
auque  will,  of  course,  assist  you.  Adieu,  once  more,  my  dear- 
est love.  Do  not  attempt  to  quit  Hamburgh  until  Iderire  you, 
HI  yon  value  my  affectum.  I  will  not  attempt  to  express  the  ad- 
miration I  feel  for  your  courage,  but,  remember,  courage  and 
ruhness  are  two  different  things.  For  my  sake,  and  for  the  sake 
of  our  dear  babies,  take  care  of  your  liealth.  I  am  in  a  state  of 
anxiety  on  your  account,  which  no  words  can  express ;  I  doat 
upon  you ;  my  life  lies  in  you ;  I  could  not  survive  you  four  and 
twenty  hours.  If  you  do  not  wish  to  deprive  our  children  of 
both  Aeir  parents,  do  not  attempt  to  stir  until  I  permit  you. 
CJoant  upon  my  love  for  you,  and  our  dear,  dear  babies.  The 
teara  gush  into  my  eyes,  so  that  I  can  scarcely  see  what  I  wtiIp. 
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and  I  am  not  very  subject  to  that  weakne^ss.  I  trust  in  (Sod  it 
is  only  the  fatigue  of  tlic  jouniey  from  Cuxhavcn  that  has  af- 
fected you.  Dear,  dear  love,  take  cai*e  of  youi-self,  and  do  not 
let  your  impatience  to  see  me,  induce  you  to  expose  your  health. 
If  diut  will  not  do,  I  oi-der  you,  as  a  General^  not  to  quit  your 
post  \vitliout  my  [)crniission.  J.  S. 


11 /A  Fetniary,  1797. 

Mt  deabest  life  and  sofl:  Your  letter  erf  the  26th  of 
last  month,  lias  taken  a  mountain  oflT  my  breast  I  hope  and 
trust  you  are  daily  getting  better,  and  that  tlic  terrible  vippr^ 
hensions  which  I  have  been  under  since  the  receipt  of  your  firsts 
will  be  belied  by  tlie  event.  You  do  not  know,  you  ugly  thing* 
how  much  I  love  you.  I  hojie  you  ai*e.  by  this,  settled  some- 
where near  Hamburgh,  where  you  may  live  at  less  expense 
than  you  can  in  the  city,  and  with  moi*c  comfoi't;  live  with  the 
greatest  economy,  unless  where  your  health  is  c^ncemed,  and 
in  that  case  spare  notliing.  Drink  new  milk,  and  if  it  dis- 
agi*ees,  as  perhaps  it  may,  witli  your  stomach,  you  are  in  flie 
vei*}'  country  to  get  Seltzer  water .  and  I  beg  you  may  lay  in  a 
little  stocky  and  mix  it  with  your  milk.  I  ivniember  you  used 
to  like  it  foi*merly.  If  you  have  a  cough,  put  on  a  flannel  waist- 
coat under  your  chemise^  and,  if  neceasary,  a  slight  blister 
between  your  sliouldei-s ;  above  all  tilings,  avoid  wetting  your 
feet,  or  any  thing,  in  short,  tliat  can  give  you  cold.  Make  veal 
brotii,  so  strong  as  to  be  in  jelly  when  it  cools,  and  take  a 
small  basin  of  it  two  or  tliiTe  times  a  day.  In  one  word*  take 
the  greatest  iK>ssible  care  of  yourself,  for  ten  thousand  reason^ 
one  of  which  is,  tliat  if  any  thing  wei-e  to  hap])en  you»  I  ooold 
not,  I  think,  live  without  you.  >Vhen  I  ha\e  lately  been  fiiroedp 
once  or  twice^  to  contemplate  tliat  most  teri'iblc  of  all  eventi^ 
you  cannot  imagine  to  yourself  what  a  dreary  wildemeas  tte 
world  apiieared  to  me^  and  how  helpless  and  desolate  I  seemed 
to  myself.  But  let  us  quit  this  dispiriting  subject^  and  torn  ts 
another  more  encouraging. 

I  gave  you,  in  my  last,  a  short  sketch  of  our  unlockj 
dition^  for  tlie  failure  of  which  we  are,  ultimately,  ts 
the  winds  alone^  for^  as  to  an  enemy,  we  saw  none.  Jb  te 
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eraif*  tlie  Britii^li  took  but  one  frigate  and  two  or  three  trans* 
porte;  so  you  see  the  rhodomontadea  which  you  read  in  tha 
English  papers  were  utterly  false  I  mentioned  to  you  that  I 
had  been  sent  by  Oenertd  Grouchy,  with  his  despatches,  to  the 
Birectoire  ExecitliJ.  which  you  are  not  to  wonder  at,  for  I  am 
highly  esteemed  by  the  said  General ;  inasmuch  as,  '*the  jirsl 
"day  Imarcked  before  him,  thinking  of  you,  Imissed  the  tfep^ 
"and  threw  the  Tvhote  line  into  conftision;  upon  which  I dettr- 
"  mined  to  retrieve  my  credit,  and  exerted  myself  so  much,  that, 
"at  the  end  of  the  review,  the  General  thanked  me  for  my 
*'  behavior,"  I  hope  you  remember  that  quotation,  which  is  a 
choice  one.  I  tliought,  at  the  time  I  wrote,  that  I  should  be 
ordered  hack  to  Brest,  but  General  Hoche,  who  commanded  our 
expedition  in  chief,  has,  it  seems,  taken  a  liking  to  me :  for,  this 
ver}'  blessed  day,  he  caused  to  be  signified  to  mc,  that  he  thought 
of  taking  me,  in  liis  family,  to  the  array  of  Sambre  and  JSeuaef 
which  he  is  apiminted  to  command ;  to  which  I  replied,  as  in 
duty  bound,  tliat  I  was,  at  all  times,  ready  to  obey  his  orders; 
BO,  1  fancy,  go  I  shall.  I  did  not  calculate  for  a  campaign  on 
the  lUiinc.  tliuugh  I  was  prepared  for  one  on  the  Shannon; 
however,  my  honor  is  now  engaged,  and,  therefore,  (sings,) 

"  Were  Ihe  whola  irmj  liM  id  Hooke, 
■'  Were  ibeM  die  but  wunli  that  I  fdu, 
"  I  nnr  (mdi)  iuoa  me  if  I  jvke,) 
"  1  had  ralber  be  with  you." 

K  I  go,  as  I  believe  I  shall,  you  may  be  very  sore  that  I 
shall  take  all  care  of  myself  tliat  may  be  consistent  with  my 
da^ ;  and,  besides,  as  I  shall  be  in  the  General's  family,  and 
immediately  attached  to  his  person,  I  shall  be  the  less  exposed ; 
and,  finally,  "  dost  think  that  Hawser  Trunmon,  -who  has  stood 
**  Ac  Jbrt  of  so  many  floating  batteries,  rwna  any  risk  from  the 
**  imujr  pop*  of  a  landtmany  I  rely  upon  your  courage  in  this, 
as  on  evei7  former  occasion  in  our  lives;  our  situation  is,  to- 
day, a  thousand  times  more  desirable  tlian  when  I  left  you  in 
Princeton;  between  ourselves,  I  think  I  have  not  done  badi; 
abice  ny  arrival  in  France ;  and  so  you  will  say  when  you  read 
my  meniurandums.  I  came  iiere  knouiiig  not  ii  ^iw^U'  sihjI.  :iiid 
acarcely  a  word  of  the  language:  I  have  luul  the  good  fianuiii>, 
Ihus  far,  to  obtain  the  confidence  of  the  GorcnimeBt  tabra^ 
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was  necessary  for  oar  affair,  and  to  secure  tlie  good  opinion  of 
my  superior  officers,  as  appears  by  the  station  I  hold.  It  is  not 
every  stranger  tliat  conies  into  France,  and  is  made  Adjutant 
General,  **  %vitli  two  points  on  his  shoulder,"  as  you  say  right 
enough ;  hut  tliat  is  nothing  to  \v  hat  is,  I  hope,  to  come.  (Sings) 
**  Zoumlsn  I  will  smn  be  a  Brigadier/**  if  I  join  the  army  of 
Samhrc  and  .Meuse^  I  shall  be  neai-cr  to  you  than  I  am  hcve, 
and  wo  can  corresiiond,  so  tliat  in  tliat  respect  we  lose  nothing; 
and,  as  my  lot  is  cast  in  tlie  army,  I  must  learn  a  little  of  the 
business,  because  I  am  not  at  all  without  very  well  founded 
expectation  tliat  we  may  have  occasion  to  display  our  military 
talents  elsewhere;  in  the  mean  time,  I  am  in  the  best  schoolf 
and  under  one  of  the  best  mastei's  in  Europe.  I  cannot  ex- 
plain myself  further  to  you  by  letter;  remember  the  motto  of 
our  arms,  •^  never  despair/**  and  I  see  as  little,  and  m/lmldy 
less  reason  to  despair  this  day,  than  I  did  six  months  after  my 
first  arrival  in  France,  so  (sings)  ^Madam^  you  know  my  trade 
is  war/**  I  think  tliis  is  a  very  musical  lettiT. 

I  have  written  by  this  past  to  Mons.  Giauque,  widi  a  post- 
script to  Mur}>  on  tlie  supposition,  tliat  they  are  married.  I 
most  siiicei*ely  wish  thein  happy :  yet  I  cannot  help  tiunkiBg 
how  oddly  wc  are  dispersed  at  this  moment ;  no  two  of  us  to- 
gctlior!  I  iiin  sui*e  irthei*e  wei*e  Jive  quarters  in  the  globe*  one 
of  us  would  be  perched  upon  tlie  fifth.  M.  Giauque  wrote  to 
me  about  a  claim  he  has  on  the  Fi^ench  Government.  If  I  had 
staid  at  Pains,  I  would  lia\'c  exerted  myself  to  tbo  utmost^ 
tliough  I  cannot  say  I  should  have  succeeded,  for  we  have  here 
infinitely  more  glory  tlian  cash ;  however,  I  hope  I  sbonldy  at 
least,  have  got  an  aaswer ;  but  now,  as  I  go  to  the  army,  (pro- 
bahly)  there  is  nobody  here  whom  I  can  trust  with  the  ^ppUcft- 
tioii ;  so  1  have  WTitten  to  hiin  to  keep  the  papers,  &c.  till  nj 
return,  when  I  will  do  every  tiling  possible  to  recover  flie 
ney,  or  at  least  a  part  of  it.  If  I  slioiild  not,  after  all,  be 
dei*cd  to  the  banks  of  tlie  Rhine^  I  will  immediately  write  him 
word,  and,  in  tliat  case,  I  will  lose  no  time  to  make  the  proper 
application. 

As  to  Arthur,  I  am  sorry  for  the  account  you  give  me  of  hiflk 
Without  going  into  a  history  of  my  reasons,  I  would  adrin 
you  not  to  send  for  him,  until  further  advice.  A  few  nonttB 
liencc  will  do  as  well,  and,  in  the  mean  time^  my  advice  is  to 
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let  him  remain  as  he  is.  If  I  had  him  here^  aetuaUy  with  mtf 
on  the  spot,  I  miglit  be  able,  by-and-by,  to  place  liiin  ;  but  wc 
have  not  the  time  to  wait,  and  so,  once  again,  let  him  for  tlie 
present,  remain. 

As  to  Russell,  I  have  known  of  his  situation  near  three 
months.  Judge  of  the  distress  I  have  felt  and  feel  on  his  ac- 
count, and  that  of  his  fellow-sufferers.  One  of  tlie  git^atest 
pleasures  I  had  proposed  to  myself,  if  our  expedition  had  suc- 
ceeded, was  to  break  their  chains,  and  to  make  an  example  of 
tlicir  oppressors.  I  could  give  any  tiling  to  see  tlie  letter  which 
you  found  in  tlie  pajiers.  If  you  can  lay  hands  on  it,  or  a  copy 
of  it,  enclose  it  to  me  in  your  next;  make  Giauque,  or  Mr. 
AVilson  search  for  it  (Apropos,  I  have  been  at  Madgett's  about 
Mr.  Wilson's  letters,  but  they  are  not  yet  an-ived.)  I  am  ham- 
mering at  tlie  possibility  of  writing  a  line  to  one  or  two  friends 
of  mine  by  way  of  Hamburgh.  Do  you  know  whetlier  Giauque 
has  a  safe  correspondent  in  London?  Consult  with  him,  as 
to  tliis,  but  witli  the  most  profound  secrecy.  If  he  can  be  ser- 
viceable, it  may  have  a  beneficial  effect  witli  regard  to  his 
claim  here,  for  obvious  reasons.  I  hope  and  rely  he  is  a  man 
in  whom  I  may  confide,  especially  in  an  affair  which  may  ma- 
terially serve  him,  and  can  put  him  to  no  possible  iiiconvc« 
Bience.   Let  me  see  how  well  you  will  arrange  all  this. 

As  I  shall  remain,  at  all  events,  for  a  few  days  at  Paris,  I 
will  write  to  you  once  or  twice  more  before  my  depaHure.  I 
must  take  up  the  remainder  of  this  with  a  line  to  a  young  lady 
9t  my  acquaintance,  who  has  done  me  the  honor  to  begin  a 
oorrespondence  witli  me. 

Your  ever  affectionate  husband, 

J.  S.  MjU  Gen.! I  Huzza,  huzza! 

Dbasxst  Babt:  Tou  ai*e  a  darling  little  thing  for  writing 
to  mcy  and  I  doat  upon  you,  and  when  I  read  your  pretty  let- 
ter, it  brought  the  tears  into  my  eyes,  I  was  so  glad.  I  am 
delighted  with  the  account  you  give  me  of  your  brothers ;  I 
ttink  it  is  high  time  that  William  should  begin  to  cultivate  his 
imderstanding,  and,  therefore,  I  beg  you  may  teach  him  his 
letters,  if  he  does  not  know  them  already,  that  he  may  be  able 
to  write  to  me  by-and-by.  I  am  not  surprised  that  Frank  is 
tt  bully,  and  I  suppose  he  and  I  will  have  fifty  battles  whea  W' 
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meet  Has  he  got  into  a  jacket  aiid  trowsers  yet?  Tell  your 
Mamma*  from  me,  <<  we  do  defer  it  most  slmmtfuU^j  Mr.  Sham' 
dy/'  I  hqie  you  take  great  care  of  your  poor  Mamma,  who,  I 
am  afraid,  is  not  ^ell ;  hut  1  need  not  say  tliat,  for  I  am  8ur» 
you  do,  because  you  are  a  dai-ling  good  child,  and  I  love  yon 
more  than  all  the  world.  Kiss  your  Mamma,  and  your  two  littln 
brothers,  for  nie,  ten  tliousand  times,  and  love  me,  as  you  pro* 
mise,  as  long  as  you  live. 

Your  affectionate  Fadoffj 

J.  SMITH. 

P.  S,  Gret  paper  like  tliLs,  to  write  upon,  and  fold  your  letters 
square^,  like  mine :  or,  ratiier,  let  M.  Giauque  do  it  for  yon. 
Let  him  also  pay  Mr.  Holterman  the  postage  of  my  letters  to 
you. 


Paris,  March  10,  1797, 

My  dearest  life  and  soul:  I  have  this  instant  recelTed 
your  letter,  and  you  sec  with  what  eagerness  I  fly  to  answer  it» 
You  air,  liowever,  to  consider  this  but  as  the  proline  to  aiio* 
tlier,  whicli  will  follow  it  in  four  or  five  days.  I  must  again 
begin  with  what  interests  me  moi'e  tlian  all  otiier  things  on 
earth,  your  health.  Let  me  enti-eat  you,  light  of  my  eyes  and 
pulse  of  my  heai-t,  to  have  all  possible  care  of  yourselil  Ton 
know  well  tiiat  I  only  exist  in  your  well  being,  and,  though  I 
desii-c  you  to  live  and  take  cai*c  of  our  babies,  whatever  be- 
comes of  me,  I  feel,  at  the  same  moment,  that  I  am  giving  coun- 
sel which  1  have  not  firmness  myself  to  follow.  You  know  the 
cftovi  the  imagination  has  on  tlie  constitution ;  only  believe  yonr- 
self  better ;  count  upon  my  ever  increasing  admiration  of  yoor 
virtues,  and  love  for  your  person ;  think  how  dear  you  are  to 
me — but  that  is  too  little;  think  tliat  you  are  indispensablo  to 
my  existence ;  look  at  our  little  children,  whom  you  have  tiio 
unspeakable  happiness  to  see  around  you ;  remember  that  nj 
very  soul  is  wrapt  up  in  you  and  tliem,  and  but  I  need  odd 
no  more ;  I  know  your  love  for  me,  and  I  know  your  conmgni. 
We  wUl  botli  do  what  becomes  us. 
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In  reading  the  Iiistory  of  your  complaints,  I  have  at  least  the 
melancholy  consolation  to  see  that  that  horrible  disorder  which, 
of  all  others,  I  most  dreaded,  makes  no  part  of  tiiem ;  thank 
God,  you  have  no  cough !  If  1  were  i*ith  you,  I  am  sure,  what 
witli  my  attentions  about  you,  and  what  with  my  prescriptions, 
(for  I  tliink,  in  your  case,  I  would  become  no  mean  physician,) 
I  should  soon  have  the  unspeakable  happiness  to  see  you  as  well 
as  ever.  Rely  upon  it,  that  1  will  force  the  impossible  to  join 
you ;  but,  if  I  cannot  succeed,  (without  a  forfeiture  of  charac- 
ter, which  you  would  not  desire,  nor  I  submit  to,)  we  must  en- 
deavor to  accommodate  ourselves  to  a  few  months*  additional 
aeporation,  which,  alter  all,  considering  what  we  have  so  long 
and  80  often  experienced,  we  may  well  submit  to.  This  very 
day  the  Executive  Directory  has  ratified  the  nomination  of 
Ctentral  HocKtf  and  I  am,  to  all  intents  and  purposes.  Adjutant 
Oeneralf  destined  for  the  army  of  Sambre  and  Meuse.  It  is 
barely  possible  that  I  may  be  able  to  change,  or,  at  least,  to 
postpone  my  joining  the  army  for  some  time,  in  which  case, 
need  I  say,  you  may  rely  upon  my  going  to  seek  you ;  if,  how- 
ever, I  should  not  be  able  to  effectuate  this  point,  I  count,  once 
more,  upon  your  courage  to  sustain  a  separation  which  is  no- 
thing in  comparison  of  what  we  have  suffered  hitherto. 

I  purpose  dedicating  the  next  week  to  a  negotiation,  in  order 
to  see  if  I  can,  honorably^  avoid  joining  tiie  army,  which,  after 
all,  I  may,  fty  possibilityf  be  able  to  do,  and,  in  that  case,  I  will 
^^fly  ^pon  the  Tvings  of  lave  in  the  Exeter  ivagon^*  to  join  yoii 
and  the  little  things  whom  I  doat  upon ;  if  I  fiul,  I  fail,  and  in 
one  case  or  the  other,  I  will  write  to  you  instantly,  to  let  you 
know  the  result ;  but  remember,  dearest  love  and  life,  that,  cir- 
dunstanced  as  I  am  here,  my  duty  supersedes,  and  must  super- 
sede every  other  consideration. 

I  look  over  your  letter  {malgrt  certain  passages  thereof) 
with  delight  <<  Jacfc  th(m^rt  a  — ,  thmCrt  a  — ,  thou^rt  a  taptr^ 
lePt  have  father  qiuartJ^  (I  beg  you  may  sing  that  passage,  or 
thebetfuty  of  the  quotation  is  lost)  What  do  you  think  I  would 
give  to  craek  a  hottU  with  you  and  Mary  to-night  ?  By-the-by, 
you  aretwo  envious  pusses:  for,  in  my  last  letter  to  her,  there 
were  diven  quotations  well  worth  their  weight  in  gold,  of  which 
neiflier  of  you  have  the  honesty  to  take  notice,  though  I  lattic- 
ed myself  excessively  at  writing,  as  I  havo  kd  doubt  you  dU  at 
Vol.  II 50 
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reading  them ;  but  I  see  green  envy  gnawed  yotir  souls ;  between 
ouraelvcsy  I  grudge  you  tlie  **  ten  pounds  Jive  shillings  and  two 
pentx^*  which  I  confess  would  fairly  purchase  all  flie  wit  in  my 
last  letter.  Well,  God  knows  the  heart;  (Sings)  <<  When  oi  / 
sat  in  Pahilon — and  a  thousand  vagrant  posies;  Pauian  iff  m§ 
hearts  I  have  a  greater  mind  to  cry.** 

Mirch  11.  This  letter,  which  I  began  last  night,  is  in  the 
style  of  all  well  ^Tittrn  novels,  including,  if  I  mistake  not^  Bel- 
mont Castle,  where  you  always  find  two  or  three  difibrent  data 
in  the  same  epistle.  If  yon  like  it  yourself,  I  can  liave  not  the 
least  objection  to  your  visiting  at  tlie  Minister's:  for,  I  amann^ 
tn  your  present  circumstances,  you  ought  not  to  n^use  yonr- 
sclf  any  relaxation  that  was  proper,  and  that,  is  botli  proper  and 
respectable.  I  nee<l  not.  at  the  same  time,  observe  to  yoa  the 
necessity  of  your  being  extivmely  guai*ded  in  your  conduct^  in 
all  respects,  for  a  thousand  reasons;  but  this  is  unnecessary. 

The  more  I  think  of  it,  tlie  more  I  fear  I  shall  not  be  able  to 
join  you  before  this  campaign  is  finished.  ^^Mddanu  jfou  know 
my  trade  is  war.**  At  the  same  time,  it  is  not  my  intention  to 
keep  you  in  press  at  Hamburgh,  if  you  do  not  yourself  desire 
it  The  beginning  of  May*  if  you  find  yourself  stout»  you  nmj 
come  by  sea.  in  a  neutral  bottom,  to  Havre  de  Grace,  as  Mr. 
Giauque  wiU  fix  for  you,  and  so  on  to  Paris,  or  fix  yourself  fiir 
the  summer  in  some  of  the  villages  near  tlie  sea  side,  asyoa  aee 
best ;  but  this  we  will  settle  hereafter.  What  have  yoa  done 
with  your  bill  on  London  ?  I  suppose  you  know  by  this  tlmt 
the  Bank  of  England  has  stopped  payment,  and  God  btwwB 
what  confusion  that  may  produce  in  the  commercial  #orM; 
perliaps  we  may  lose  all,  which  will  be  truly  agreeable ;  let  mm 
know  about  tliis  in  your  next  I  have  written  by  a  safe 
to  America,  to  Reynolds  and  Matt;  and  I  have  left  it  to 
to  decide  whetiier  the  latter  gentleman  shall  corae  on  a 
The  dog;  if  he  were  here  now,  I  could  make  him  my  aid-d»<nBqi 
for  a  word's  speaking.  Mr.  Wilson's  letters  never  came 
Dear  love,  I  cannot  express  to  yon  how  weary  I  am  of  lUa 
iial  separation,  and  how  1  long  once  more  to  aoe  yon  and  Hm 
babies.  I  would  give  a  great  deal  of  lunxH"  now  for  a  Uttk 
mestic  comfort;  but  what  can  I  do  ?  Ton  know  my  dnlj^ 
need  say  no  more.  You  know  I  am  now  in  the  pay  of  Iha-Bft^ 
public.  (Sings)  <<  Eere  is  a  guinea  and  a  crovmf  haiiis  He  filiil 
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ktunca  vhai  rfnavrn,"  and,  besides, — but  what  need  I  multiply 
rraaons.  I  n\y  alwaj's  upon  your  courage,  and  you  may  be  sure 
OD  my  part,  1  ahall  expow  myself  to  no  unncrcssary  dangers ; 
the  campaign,  too,  will  probably  be  pacific  enough  on  our  side^ 
tor  it  should  seem  the  great  push  will  be  made  in  Italy.  I  rou»t 
finish  this  with  a  line  to  the  B^.  God  bless  you.  I  will  write 
again  in  a  week,  but  do  you  in  the  mean  time  answer  this. 
J.  SMITU. 

Dearest  Baby  :  1  cannot  express  to  you  tlie  pleasure  I 
felt  at  receiving  a  letter  from  Mamma,  with  a  postscript  of  your 
writing.  I  am  delighted  that  your  boys  are  well  and  good;  I 
desire  you  may  not  let  William  fot^t  his  fadoff;  as  for  Sir 
Faniom,  1  can  hardly  promise  myself  he  will  remember  me. 
Take  all  the  care  in  the  world  of  youi-darling  Mamma,  because 
you  know  there  ia  nobody  in  the  world  that  cither  you  or  I  love 
kalf  so  much ;  above  all  tilings,  do  not  let  bcr  catch  cold.  Havo 
you  any  books  to  divert  yourself  witli  ?  How  do  you  like  Ham- 
burgh? Which  would  you  rutUer  be,  there  or  in  Princeton? 
Write  to  mo  as  floon  as  you  get  tliis.  God  bless  you,  my  dear- 
est b^y. 

J.  SMITH. 


Pabis,  .MiircA  25,  X79r. 

Deabest  Love  :  I  wrote  to  you,  I  think  it  was  the  I2t1i 
instant,  so^  to-day,  according  to  all  probability,  you  should  ]la^'e 
By  ktter.  I  promised  you  to  write  again  before  I  left  Paris,  and 
jOQ  see  I  keep  my  word.  I  received  yesterday  my  order  to  join, 
and  flw  money  for  my  expenses,  and  I  was  in  hopes  to  have  set 
drto.day,  but^  unluckily,  all  the  places  in  the  Diligence  were 
tftkeOr  idiich,  together  with  some  trifling  preparations  which  I 
luTe  atill  to  make,  {oei'ented  me ;  however,  I  have  secured  my 
ieat  tar  the  29tb,  which  makes  only  four  days  difference,  and  I 
hope  to  be  ID  Cologne  by  the  third  of  next  month.  From  Co- 
logne to  Hamburgh  is  not  so  far  as  fhHn  New  York  to  Paris, 
and  I  give  you  my  word,  most  sulciniily.  Umt  the  instant  I  sot 
General  Hoche  I  will  demand  perrnksion  t<i  go  and  see  7 
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and  I  hardly  Uiink  he  will  refuse  me,  for  rcaaona  which  I  wiQ. 
Gxphdn  to  you  «ii«i  wc  niect,  which  I  luipo  and  tnixt  we  may 
now  expect  about  the  latter  end  of  April  at  faiihcst,  viz.  in  « 
montli  from  tliis.  Dearest  love,  you  cannot  couceivo  tiK  impa* 
ticnrc  I  feel  to  join  you  and  the  little  babies  once  more — an  im- 
patienre  whii'li  U  multiplied  a  thousand  fold,  by  the  anxiety 
Mliich  I  feel,  uncea'iirigly.  on  account  of  your  health ;  I  am  mcHC 
unha]>py  on  titat  score  tlian  I  am  able  to  cxprcas.  I  hope  you 
tiikc  givat  care  of  yoiiiiielf,  and  that  you  hare  advice,  if  it  be  nc- 
cpsnary,  though,  after  all,  1  am  sure  I  would  bo  your  best  pby- 
tticiati.  If  I  nuccccd  in  the  arrangement  I  meditate,  with  tlw 
Griiei-al,  I  shall  stay  for,  perhaps,  two,  or  it  may  ho,  thrae 
montlis  in  Ilambut^h,  and  then  I  will  bring  you  and  Qie  little 
things  w  ith  me  intij  Franre.  and  we  shall  have  a  mont  ddicioua 
jnumry  through  Holland,  and  Uic  Low  Countries,  in  the  fine  soa- 
snn ;  but,  in  oi-dcr  to  execute  Uie  aforesaid  Journey,  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  you  preserve  your  health,  and  keep  up» 
fxpedali^,  your  spirits.  I  hate  five  hundred  little  tilings  to  oc- 
cupy nie  tiefore  I  M-t  off:  y»ii  must  be  contented  with  a  vety 
shui*t  letter,  whicli  you  necil  not  ansn-ei-,  for  the  reasons  berciB 
before  set  furtli.  >•  Oh,  I  have  tnalnts*  would  employ  m  agt, 
**aHdhave  not  half  an  hour  to  do  it  in."  Adieu,  dearest  Ub 
and  soul,  and  light  of  my  eyes ;  I  shall  have  a  budget  of  news 
for  you  when  we  meet  Oh  how  I  lung  fortliat  meeting  ! — God 
Almighty  fni-cvcr  bless  you  and  preserve  you,  fur  me  and  our 
darling  babies  ! 

Your  ever  affectionate^ 

J.  S. 

Dear  Baby  :  I  wrote  you  a  few  lines  in  my  last,  and  I  hi^ 
yon  gottlicni  siife.  Kiss  your  Mamma  for  inc  ten  thousand  timt% 
and  Uie  little  DiUTs ;  the  ugly  Hltlc  things !  I  know  you  hata 
thciii.  and  yiHir  Fadoff.  But  what  will  you  say  one  of  tliew  fliN 
mornings  when  I  walk  in  and  catch  you  all  together  ?  Do  yoa 
know  that  1  intinid  going  to  Hamburgh  very  aoon,  and  Uiat  t 
will  bring  you  all  witli  nic  to  Paris,  and  fix  you  deligbtfid^? 
AVill  you  love  me  then,  you  ugly  tiling  ?  I  hope  you  nune  y 
poor  dear  Mamma,  for  my  sake,  fur  I  love  her  even  n 
lore  you,  Miss  Baby — I  doat  upon  you  all,  you  little  tl 
God  Almighty  bless  you,  my  darling  child. 

Tear  offectionato  fitOmv  , 
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Da  not  say  a  -word  to  mortal  tkat  you  escpect  nu  in  Sunburgh^ 

nor  do  not  be  unbitppy  if  1  am  nut  there  to  the  hour  I  mention ; 

it  may  be  a  few  days  later ;  but  your  own  good  sense  will  sug- 

Sest  all  that    Once  man  adieu  t  J.  S. 


Pabis,  29tt  JfiwcA,  1797. 

Dbahbit  Lots  :  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  29th  instant,  inform- 
ing you  of  my  speedy  departure  from  Paris.  I  have  settled  all 
my  afbiiB  here,  and,  to-day,  at  throe  o'clock,  I  set  uif  for  Liege, 
whence  I  proceed  directly  to  Cologne ;  I  suppose  I  shall  reach 
Cologne  in  eight  days,  and  from  the  moment  of  my  arrival  [ 
■hall  take  my  measures  for  jaining  you  as  speedily  as  possible. 
1  hardly  think  I  shall  he  refused,  and  you  may  be  sure  that 
nothing  sliort  of  a  peremptory  order  to  remain,  shall  keep  mc 
from  you;  at  tlic  same  time,  that  I  do  not  disguise  from  you  that 
I  make  a  very  great  sacrifice  in  acting  thus,  and  such  as  no- 
thing, but  the  intolerable  anxiety  i  feel  for  your  health,  could 
induce  me  to  submit  to ;  but,  when  that  is  at  stake,  I  would  sa- 
crifice all  the  world  to  you. 

I  recei?ed  your  letter,  with  poor  Tom*s  address,  two  days 
•go ;  it  was  a  limg  time  coming,  for  it  was  dated  the  third  inat 
I  beg  you  will  return  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Wilson  for  the  trouble 
be  was  so  kind  as  to  take  in  transcribing  Russell's  Icttw.  Th« 
pacquet  addressed  to  him  never  came  to  hand. 

Monsieur  Bcnard,  the  gentleman  who  ilellTCred  me  your  last^ 

ud  who  is  Giauque*8  correspondent  in  Paris,  spoke  to  mc  of 

Ub  (Giaaque*B,)  claim  on  the  French  Government,  and  told  me 

lint  he  was  in  some  negotiation  with  some  person  who  had,  or 

jwttwiiifd  to  have,  influence  here,  and  who  was  to  assist  him 

in  recovwing  the  money.    I  did  not  conceal  my  opinion  from 

Monsimr  Benard:  for  I  know  that  Paris  swarms  with  adven- 

tarna,  and  especially  of  that  class  who^  like  Air.  Lofty,  prc- 

tmd  ts  inftnence  with  persons  whom  they  never  saw;  so  that  the 

[  l)irecU)r3  uHii  Mini-.Ur-i  lutvi:  ni(nv  iJiiin  imrc  ailvertiswl  lije 

L|HiblJr,  ill  the  papciVi  to  be  on  tlirir  guiinl  against  a)l  surli.    I 

fwlKh,  Ihcrefore,  Ciiauquc  unless  lie  biu  verj  giwd  n-iiMtn  to  be 

L  Mtisficd  tliat  he  is  at  prvscnt  in  a  mft  and  good  tnuk*  would 
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suspend  all  Tiirthcr  pursuit  until  my  return  to  Farifly  eqiedally 
its  I  expect  to  see  him  in  person  in  a  month  or  six  weeks ;  per- 
haps I  may  be  able  to  be  of  use  to  him,  but,  at  all  eventSi  In 
will  be  sure  his  affairs  will  be  in  the  hands  of  a  person  on  wfaon 
he  can  rely.    I  write  to  him  by  this  opportunity  to  that  efltet 

Having  written  to  you  so  very  lately  I  have  nothing  to  add. 
Dearest  love,  keep  up  your  spirits,  and  be  in  good  healthy  and 
let  mc  (iiul  you  getting  daily  stronger  and  better.  I  love  yon 
and  tlic  little  things  more  tlian  all  the  world,  ten  thousand  times ; 
kiss  Uiem  all  for  mo,  and  love  mc  ever  as  I  love  you.       J.  S. 

Do  not  say  a  word  to  mortal  of  my  visit  to  Aumbur^  fmr  I 
shall  keep  a  dose  incognitOf  and  caution  Giauque  and  Maiy  to 
that  efiect    Sarvict  to  Saul  and  the  kitten. 

J  oti  vgly  thingj  I  doat  on  you* 

BikBT  :  Kiss  your  little  boys  for  me  a  thousand  timcs^  and 
take  can''  of  poor  Mamma,  because  we  both  love  her  so  mndk  I 
expect  to  see  you  in  a  month.    God  bless  you.  J.  & 
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Dearest  Life  :  I  have  tliis  moment  obtained  my  leave  of  ab- 
soncc,  and  the  day  after  to-morrow  I  set  out  to  join  yon.  I  AaH 
proceed  thi*ougli  Holland,  as  far  as  the  frontiers  of  Germany  ;  but 
as  George  the  Thinl  by  tlie  grace  of  God,  happens  to  be  aba 
Elector  of  Hanover,  I  will  not  tinist  my  jierson  in  his  dominionB ; 
you  ynl\f  therefore,  on  receipt  of  tiiis,  prepare  to  set  off  to  meet 
me  at  the  place  which  I  shall  point  out  to  yon  in  my  next  lettert 
but  which  I  do  not,  as  yet,  myself  know.  I  rely  on  the  fHeod- 
ship  of  Giauque  to  escort  you,  and,  if  Mary  can  be  of  the  paHty, 
I  need  not  say  it  will  infinitely  increase  the  pleasure  I  shall  UL 
at  our  meeting.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  I  should  see  GiamJMb 
for  reasons  which  I  will  explain  to  him,  when  I  have  the  plan* 
sure  to  see  him.     I  write  to  him  by  this  post 

You  will,  of  course,  bring  all  your  baggage,  and  yonr. 
ney,  if  any  you  have.  I  am  not  very  rich,  you  my  well 
ceive,  but  I  learn  ^fliatyihmi  the  first  Floreal9(vii.fliedi^elhr 
to-morrow,)  the  army  will  be  paid  entirely  in  speck^  aid  it  9^ 
I  shall  be  able  to  carry  on  the  war  tiderably. 
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*'  Tbe  cloak  which  I  left  behind  me  at  Tarsus,  when  thou 
«<  comest,  bring  vith  tbee ;  and  liliewise  tho  books,  but  espe- 
"  ciaiiy  the  parchments."  lu  plain  English,  take  care  to  briog 
m}r  jupers. 

Dear  love,  I  cannot  express  tho  joy  I  feel  at  be  prospect  of 
•eeiog  you  once  again !  I  bare  an  immensity  of  news  for  you, 
and  all  good  news,  both  public  and  ^vate.  I  say  nothing  i^ 
your  health,  because  I  will  not  suppose  that  you  are  not  wcIL 
I  hope  you  have,  before  this,  two  letters  I  wrote  you  before 
my  departure  fivm  Paris.  I  will  write  to  you  again,  most 
prcA^ly  from  Amsterdam.  I  have  voyaged  so  much  of  late 
that  I  tiiink  now  1  could  go  round  tite  world  in  a  h(^  stej^  and 
a  jump;  and  my  voyages  are  not  finished  yet  (Sings,}  "In 
Salif,  Oermuny,  France  I  have  been."  I  do  not  know  so  great 
a  Toyager  except  Master  Fantom,  who  had  crossed  the  Atlantic 
twice  before  he  was  three  years  old.  Robinson  Cmsoe  was  a 
fool  to  me.  1  am  writing  sad  nonsense,  but  I  am  so  happy  at 
flw  thoughts  of  seeing  you  that  I  cannot  help  it.  I  ha^-o  every 
reason  in  the  world  to  be  pleased  with  my  situation,  and  so  you 
will  say  when  we  meet,  which  I  hope  now  will  be  in  about  three 
weeks.  Ailieu,  dearest  life  and  soul ;  I  must  go  now  about  my 
lawful  occasions,  and  to  prepare  for  my  Journey.  I  embrace 
you  with  all  my  heart  and  soul ;  kiss  the  babies  for  me  ten 
thousand  times.  You  shall  have  my  next,  with  full  dircctionqf 
fSor  U"  five  days  alter  this.  My  lore  to  Mary. 
Your  ever  affectionate, 

J.  SMITB,  Mjt.  OenL  j-c 

DeasbbtBabt:  larojustsettingofftojoinyouandMamma, 
tod  I  hope  to  have  you  berth  in  my  arms  in  a  fortnight  or  three 
weeks.  Love  your  boys  for  mc,  and  let  me  see  that  you  bring 
Ibna  and  Mamma  safe  and  well  to  your  affcctumate  Fado£ 

J.  S. 

Renember,  it  is  you  that  have  the  charge  of  the  fiuiily  on 
yoiL 

Sal^Baht  DaflyBab! — Isui^meeall  my  words  are  out  of 
date,  nd  that  you  have  got  new  ones.  But,  no  nutter;  I  will 
MOB  lean  them.  KJss  yoor  boys  tatwih  mj  dmrart  baby.  X 
d»at  nn  vnii. 
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Amstebdam,  JSlpril  25^  ir9r» 

Dear  Lote:  I  trust  you  have  received  my  letter  from  Ci>- 
logne,  of  the  1 8th  itisU  and  that  you  have  made  your  prepara- 
tions to  set  out  without  delay,  to  join  me*  All  things  consider- 
ed, I  fiml  I  cannot  pnulently  advance  beyOnd  the  Dutch  terri* 
tnry,  and,  therefore,  I  have  written  to  Giauque,  by  this  posty 
to  conduct  you,  by  the  shortest  route,  to  Groningueih  which  is 
the  town  tlic  noiu^t  to  you  that  I  could  fix  upon.  You  wiU  have 
tliis  letter,  I  trust,  the  29th,  and  if  so,  and  nothing  unforeaceia 
happens  to  prevent  you,  you  may  be,  I  learn,  here  at  Gfnmm- 
guen  in  three  daj^ ;  but  I  allow  one  or  two  days  for  accidents. 
so  I  hope,  deducting  all  reasonable  deiluction,  to  see  you  aboat 
tlie  3d  or  4th  of  next  month,  at  which  time  I  diall  be  in  waiting 
at  Groningturu  I  rather  suspect  I  need  not  press  you  to  lose  m 
time,  as  I  judge  of  your  impatience  for  our  meeting  by  my  own. 

I  hope  to  see  you  so  soon  tliat  I  will  not  write  you  a  long  letter  ; 
all  I  have  to  tell  you  is,  that  every  thing  is  going  on  to  my  mind. 
Riss  my  babies  for  me  ten  thousand  timers,  and  make  great 
haste,  but  not  more  than  good  HfoeA,  to  join  me.  I  insist  upon 
your  not  over  fatiguing  yourself;  a  day,  more  or  less,  makes 
little  or  no  difierence,  and  may  materially  affect  your  heahlu 

Adieu,  dearest  love.  Go<l  bless  you.  J,  S. 

I  send  this  under  cover  to  Mons.  Holterman ;  that  to  GianqiM 
I  enclose  to  Victor  Pi'ctre.  Bemember  to  take  leave  of  the  French 
•Minister 


Dear  Babt:  **Ihave  nothing  to  add.^* 

Your  affectionate  Fadoff, 

J.  SMITB, 

My  best  respects  to  the  young  gentlcmeui  your  brotliers. 


.    .        A  ^  •  M..— 
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*Abiibb  de  Saubbe  bt  Medsb.  "l 
Etat-Majos  Gevbbal.       j 
Jw  <fuartier'€HniTal  d  Friedberg,  k  14  Prairiat,  Can  S 
de  la  Bipubtiqut  Fraiicatae,  ime  et  indivitible. 

XIBERTE,  BOAUTB,  nUTEBITITE. 

Deabeit  Lote  :  Tdu  see  what  a  flourishing  sheet  of  paper  I 
write  to  70U  on ;  but  the  fact  is,  I  have  got  no  other.  I  arrived 
Itere  yesterday  evening,  safe  and  sound,  which  is,  in  mie  word* 
bU  the  news  I  have  to  communicate  to  you.  The  General  is  out 
w  a  tour,  whtdi  may  detain  him  five  or  six  days,  ao  I  have  noit 
■een  him  yet ;  in  the  mean  timcv  I  hare  got  very  good  quarters, 
and,  as  we  all  live  in  one  family  at  the  Etat  Major,.!  am  as 
veil  and  as  happy  as  I  can  reasonably  expect  to  be  in  your  ab- 
lence.  It  is  much  toon  to  the  credit  of  the  French  than  it  is  to 
nine,  fliat  I  have  the  good  fortune  to  stand  perfectly  well  widi 
aU  my  comrades.  You  may  Judge  how  a  Frenchman  in  Eng- 
land would  find  himself  in  similar  circumstances  ;  but  this  ob- 
Bcrration  1  believe  1  made  to  yuu  already. 

Dear  love,  I  look  back  on  our  last  tour  wiUi  the  greatest  de- 
light; I  never  was,  I  think,  so  happy,  and  more  happy  I  never 
can  expect  to  he  in  future,  whatever  change  for  the  better  may 
take  place,  (if  any  does  take  place,)  in  our  circumstances.  It 
was  delightful ;  1  recall,  with  pleasure,  every  spot  where  wa 
passed  together ;  I  never  will  forget  it 

But  that  is  not  what  I  sat  down  to  »Tite  about  How  is  your 
health  at  present  ?  Uow  are  your  spirits  f  Are  you  at  Nanterre  f 
Have  you  seen  Madame  Sfaee  >  How  do  you  like  Mademoiaelle  i 
Are  you  Axed  in  lodgings  to  your  mind  ?  Have  you  heard  from 
Mary  ?  Has  Giauque  got  you  your  money  i  Have  you  bought 
your  musical  glasses  ?  How  are  the  babies  i  Does  Maria  pick 
at  her  guitar .'  Is  Will  as  good  as  ev»  ?  Is  Frank  as  great  a 
tyrwati 

"  Atclbciromutdibenlliaaifiiir? 

I  desire  yoB  may  answer  all  thne  questiona,  Mpedally  the  tW9 

last  which  I  look  upon  as  of  the  most  iniportancr,  and  have, 

•Th»«e  t*o  tetlsn  were  wrhtui  on  m,  fniNr'i  rclin-a  10  Ifc*  unj 
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OCXIHO  THZ  PBKIOD  THAT  GeFEBAI.  ToUB  WAS  ATTACBBB 
TO  TBB  BaTATIAH  AkHT. 

XMiletfIb  Editor. — On  (he  ytrf  iajBtmjfktherSirfartan.wmtoa^tihieft- 
■OWbMlltofNcawiBil,  md  beion  b«  mehed  AnMenfam,  Ihe  wmr  mm  BOncliMlFd, 
■nd  HaAt  Moptmhu  sveeraTTwUinr  b;  Oie  ncari  of  the  tniM  *itfa  AiiMriB,eancliHM 
kf  Buooipute.  Hf  fitUwr'imeelingiiilh  hh  &niflir  vuthorttnd  dcliihrial.  Hctr*- 
nlkd  via  al  ibonl  I  Smniftbt  ihrodih  Halhnd  Hid  Bel|[hm,  Irft  i»mt  BroMek,  ^  «■ 
Om  tttb  rf Mij  wa  ■Iraad)'  rrtarwd  ta  bod  qotften  M  Cola(nF,  vhibi  wr'fn«*s- 
•ndad  a*  lo  Pun.  The  Imporlinl  trcnu  which  egancd,  arc  eaetMcd  fa  (be  ii)>' 
Imriig  Joorail,  vhiefa  be  roamed  with  aBawipiritnn  haanfral.] 

Cob^w,  May  S6. 1  see  to-day,  in  the  JoarnBl  General,  an  arti- 
cle celled  from  an  English  paper,  dated  about  a  fortnight  ago, 
wUch  mentions  that  a  discorery  had  been  made  in  Ireland  of  a 
conimuiiication  between  the  discontented  party  thwe  and  the 
French ;  that  one  of  the  party  had  turned  traitor,  and  im- 
peached the  rest,  and  that,  on  his  indication,  near  Afty  permns* 
in  and  near  Belfast,  had  been  arrested,  one  of  them  a  ikiasent- 
iag  Clergyman ;  that  their  papers  had  lieen  all  seized,  and  flia^ 
OB  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pelhani,  the  English  Secretary,  they  ^'en 
to  be  aabmitted  to  the  inspection  of  a  secret  committee  of  the 
Home  of  Commons.  All  this  looks  very  serious.  There  has 
Wen  a  formal  measage  from  the  Government  on  this  business 
For  my  pu%  all  I  can  say  is,  that,  if  communication  has  beea 
kad,  it  was  vittout  my  knowledge ;  but,  even  so^  I  am  heartily 
glad  of  it ;  the  Dissenting  Clergyman  is  Sinclair  Rilbume,  a> 
I  aaw  in  a  newspaper  at  Amsterdam ;  but  I  wonder  who  was 
tlie  traitor ;  metbinks  I  should  be  C 

Bcmainder  of  May,  blank. 
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June  ly  %,  5.  Blank. 

Jtine  4,  FrUdberg.  In  the  Monitcur  of  the  srth  is  a  long  arti- 
dc^  copied  from  the  English  papers  of  the  18th  May,  and  om- 
taining  the  substance  of  tlie  report  made  by  the  Secret  Commit 
tec  abovementioned ;  most  of  the  facts  contained  in  it  I  was  al- 
ready acquainted  ^ith ;  the  organization  is,  ho^'ever,  muck 
more  complete  than  when  I  left  Ireland.  The  most  material 
fact  is,  that  above  100,000  United  Irishmen  exist  in  the  NorHi 
of  Ireland,  and  that  they  have  a  large  quantity  of  arms,  and  at 
least  ciglit  pieces  of  cannon  and  one  mortar  concealed.  I  |m- 
sume  tliat  martial  lavr  is  proclaimed  long  before  this,  as  I  see^ 
in  the  Frankfort  Gazette,  an  article  from  England  of  the  SSd 
May,  viz.  fi\'e  days  after  that  in  the  Moniteur,  which  mentioBB 
two  or  three  skirmishes  between  the  army  and  some  detailed 
]Mt>portion  of  tlie  people,  who  are  denominated  the  rdieh,  in 
which  the  army  had,  of  course,  the  advantage.  I  do  not  at  aH 
believe  that  the  people  arc  prepared  for  a  serious  and  general 
insurrection,  and,  in  sliort,  why  should  I  cmiceal  the  fiu^t,  I  da 
not  believe  tliey  have  the  spirit.  It  is  not  fear  of  the  ara^y, 
but  fear  of  tlie  law,  and  long  habits  of  slavery,  tiiat  keep  then 
down ;  it  is  not  fear  of  the  General,  but  lear  of  the  Judge.  In 
the  mean  time,  it  seems  Marquis  Comwallis  is  named  to  As 
command  in  Ireland,  and  that  Lord  0*NeU,  Mr.  ConoUy,  and 
tlie  Duke  of  Leinster,  have  resigned  tlieir  regiments.  ITie  ex- 
ample of  the  last  has  been  followed  by  all  the  officers  of  the 
Kildarc  militia;  this  last  circumstance  is,  in  some  dcgi-ee^  oan- 
solatory. 

June  5,  6,  7«  8,  9,  10,  11.  Tlie  sedition  continoes  aboard  As 
English  fleet,  and  has  reached  the  army.  For  the  present, 
ever,  tliey  seem  to  be  appeased,  but  at  the  expense  of 
a  number  of  officers  of  the  navy  who  were  obnouous  to  the  sen 
mm,  and  increasing  tlie  pay  both  of  seamen  and  soldiers.  WImi 
a  Government  is  forced  to  such  concessions,  it  seems  to 
inevitable  syni]itom  of  decaying  empire.  Martial  law  ia 
claimed  in  Dublin,  and  I  see  that  the  presses  of  the  Norflieni 
Star  have  been  broken  and  burnt  in  Beliast  by  tte  llnnfipil 
militia.  In  return,  it  is  said  that  Buonaparte  has  sdaed  on  tUp« 
^-two  sail  of  the  line,  and  twent}'-six  frigates,  at  Venice;  b«k 
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if  the  hidf  of  that  only  be  true,  it  is  a  great  prize.  It  is  also 
certain,  I  believe,  that  Massaredo  has  sailed  from  Cadiz,  w  itli 
the  Spanish  fleet,  on  the  21st  May.  I  wisli  he  ^cre  sale  and 
well  in  Brest  Harbor.  To-day  1  rode  out  nvitli  tlie  rest  of  the 
Etat  M^jor  to  pay  our  respects  to  the  Landgrave  of  Ucssc  Cas- 
m1»  who  passed  by  Friedberg  on  his  way  to  Hanau,  where  he 
reviews  his  troops  to-morrow ;  I  wish  I  were  there.  Tliere  is 
great  talk,  at  head  quarters,  of  an  immediate  rupture  between 
the  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Prussia,  which  last  is  supjiorted 
by  the  Landgrave.  Time  will  show. 


tFritten  aboard  the  VryhUd  of  7 A  guns,  commanded  by  Mmiral 
Devnnterj  at  the  TexelfJuly  10,  1797. 

It  is  a  long  time  since  I  have  made  a  memorandum,  notwith- 
standing I  have  been  fully  employed ;  but  tlie  fact  is,  I  have  liad 
loo  much  business.  All  1  can  now  do  is  to  make  an  imperfect 
abstract  of  what  has  passed,  that  is  most  material,  in  tiie  last 
month. 

Jwu  IS.  Quartier  General  at  Friedberg.  This  evening  the  Ge- 
neral called  me  into  the  garden  and  told  me  he  had  some  good 
news  for  me.  He  then  asked,  <<  Did  I  know  one  Lewincs?'*  I 
answered  I  did,  perfectly  w*ell,  and  had  a  high  opinion  of  his 
talents  and  patriotism.  **  Well,"  said  he,  <•  he  is  at  Neuwied, 
waiting  to  see  you ;  you  must  set  oB*  to-morrow  moniing;  when 
you  join  him,  you  must  go  together  to  Treves,  and  wait  for 
farther  orders."  The  next  morning  I  set  off,  and,  on  the  14th, 
in  the  evening,  reached — 

Jime  14,  JVhiwteil ;  where  I  found  Ijcwines  waiting  for  me. 
I  caniiDA  eoqiress  the  unspeakable  satisfaction  I  felt  at  seeing 
Urn.  I  gave  him  a  fell  account  of  all  my  labors,  and  of  every 
flung  that  had  happened  since  I  have  been  in  France,  and  he 
inlbmied  me^  in  return,  of  every  thing  of  conse<iuenoe  relating 
to  Irdandf  and  especially  to  my  friends  now  in  jeopardy  there. 
I  caniiDA  pnflend  to  detail  his  conversation,  which  occupied  us 
fully  during  our  stay  at  Neuwied,  and  our  journey  ti^— - 

Jume  17f  IVrves  ;  where  we  arrived  on  the  17tiu  What  In 
most  matarial  is,  fliat  he  is  sent  here  by  the  Executive  Cmnmlfc* 
Ire  ef  the  United  People  of  Ireland,  to  solicit*  m  their  parly  tba 
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assistance  in  troops,  arms,  and  mone  j,  necessary  to  enable  then 
to  take  the  field,  and  assert  their  liberty ;  the  organizatum  of 
the  people  is  complete,  and  nothing  is  wanting  but  flie  point 
d'appui.  His  instructions  are  to  apply  to  France,  Hollasidy  and 
Spain.  At  Hamburgh,  where  he  passed  almost  two  monfliBy  ha 
mot  a  Seftor  Nava«  an  officer  of  rank  in  the  Spanish  navy,  seat 
thither  by  the  Prince  of  Peace*  on  some  mission  of  consequence } 
he  opened  himself  to  Nava,  who  wrote  off.  in  consequence,  tohii 
court  and  i-eceived  an  answer,  general,  it  is  true,  but  in  the 
highest  degree  favorable ;  a  circumstance  which  augurs  welly  iip 
that,  in  forty  days  from  tlie  date  of  Nava*s  letter,  he  received  the 
answer,  \\iiich  is  less  time  than  he  ever  knew  a  courier  to  arrife 
in,  and  shews  tlie  earnestness  of  the  Spanish  Minister.  Le- 
wine*s  instructions  are  to  demand  of  Spain  J8500,000  Btg.  and 
30,000  stand  of  arms.  AtTrevcs,  on  the  19th,  Dalton,  theGe- 
neraPs  Aid-de-camp,  came  express  ^ith  orders  for  us  to  letam 


June  21,  Coblentz  ;  where  we  arrived  on  the  £lst,  and  met 
Creneral  Uochc*  He  told  us  that,  in  consequence  of  the  airiTal 
of  Lewines,  he  had  sentoffSimon,  one  of  his  Adjutant  GeneralSr 
who  was  of  our  late  expedition,  in  order  to  press  the  ExecutiTe 
Directory  and  Minister  of  the  Marine  ;  tliat  he  had  also  sent  co- 
pies of  all  the  necessar}'  papers,  including  especially  those  latdy 
prepaivd  hy  Lewines,  with  his  own  obvervations,  enforcing 
in  the  strongest  manner ;  that  he  had  just  received  the 
of  all  parties,  which  were  as  favorable  as  we  could  desire ;  but 
that  the  Minister  of  the  Marine  was  absolutely  for  making  tte 
ex])edition  on  a  grand  scale,  for  which  two  months,  at  the  very 
least,  would  still  he  necessary ;  to  which  I,  knowing  Brest  of 
old,  and  that  two  montlLS,  in  the  language  of  tlie  Marine,  meant 
four  at  least,  if  not  five  or  six,  remarked  the  necessity  of  an 
immediate  exertion,  in  order  to  profit  of  the  state  of  mutiny  and 
absolute  disorganization  in  which  tlie  English  nayy  is  at 
thifl  moment,  in  which  lewines  heartily  concurred ;  and  we 
both  observed  that  it  was  not  a  strong  military  force  that  we 
wanted  at  this  moment,  but  arms  and  ammunition,  with  troc^ 
sufficient  to  sene  as  a  noyau  (rarmie^  and  protect  the  people  in 
their  first  assembling;  adding,  that  5000  men,  sent  now,  wlm 
the  tiling  was  feasible,  would  be  far  better  than  25,000  in  Oree 
months,  when,  perhaps,  we  might  find  ourselves  again  blocksl 


JOURNAL  OF  JUNE,  1797.  409 

vp  in  Brest  Harbor;  and  I  besought  the  General  to  remember 
that  the  mutiny  aboard  the  English  fleet  would  most  certainly 
be  soon  quelled,  so  that  there  was  not  one  minute  to  lose ;  that, 
if  we  were  lucky  enough  to  arrive  in  Ireland  before  that  took 
place,  I  looked  upon  it  as  morally  certain,  that,  by  proper 
means,  we  might  gain  over  the  seamen,  who  have  already  spo- 
ken of  steering  the  fleet  into  the  Irish  harbors,  and  so  settle  the 
business,  periiaps  without  striking  a  blow.  We  both  pressed 
these,  and  such  other  arguments  as  occurred,  in  the  best  manner 
we  were  able ;  to  which  General  Hoche  replied,  he  saw  every 
thing  precisely  in  the  same  light  we  did,  and  that  he  would  act 
accordingly,  and  press  the  Directory  and  Minister  of  the  Marine 
in  the  strongest  manner.  He  shewed  Lewines  Simon's  letter, 
which  contained  the  assurance  of  the  Directory,  <^  that  they 
would  make  no  peace  with  England  wherein  the  interests  of  Ire- 
land should  not  be  fully  discussed  agreeably  to  tlie  wishes  of  the 
people  of  that  country.''  This  is  a  very  strong  declaration,  and 
has  most  probably  been  produced  by  a  demand  made  by  Lewines 
in  his  memorial,  <<  that  the  French  Government  should  make  it 
an  indispensable  condition  of  peace,  that  all  the  British  troops 
be  withdrawn  from  Ireland,  and  the  people  left  at  full  liberty 
to  declare  whether  they  wished  to  continue  the  connexion  with 
England  or  not"  General  Hoche  then  told  us  not  to  be  discour- 
aged by  the  arrival  of  a  British  negotiator,  for  that  the  Direc- 
tory were  determined  to  make  no  peace  but  on  conditions  which 
would  pat  it  out  of  the  power  of  England  longer  to  arrogate  to 
herself  the  commerce  of  the  world,  and  dictate  her  laws  to  all 
the  maritime  powers.  He  added,  that  preparations  were  making 
also  in  Holland  for  an  expedition,  the  particulars  of  which  he 
would  communicate  to  us  in  two  or  three  days,  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  he  desired  us  to  attend  him  to— 
.  Jme  84f  Cologne ;  for  which  place  we  set  off,  and  arrived  the 
Mtiu 

Jurne  25.  At  9  o'clock  at  night  the  General  sent  us  a  let- 
ter from  General  Daendels,  Commander-in-chief  of  the  ar- 
my of  the  Batavian  Republic,  acquainting  him  that  every 
thing  was  in  the  greatest  forwardness,  and  would  be  ready  in 
a  very  few  days;  that  the  army  and  the  navy  were  in  the  best 
poasible  ^irit;  that  the  Committee  for  Foreign  Affairs  (the  Di- 
rectnry  per  interim  of  the  Batavian  Republic)  desired  most  car- 
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ncstly  to  see  liim  without  loss  of  time,  in  order  to  make  the  de- 
finitive arrangements ;  and  especially  they  prayed  him  to  brinC 
with  him  the  deputy  of  tlie  people  of  Ireland,  which  Daendela 
re [leatcd  two  or  three  times  in  liis  letter.  In  consequence  of  tUib 
I  waited  on  the  General,  whom  1  found  in  his  bed  in  the  C<mr 
Imperiale,  and  received  his  oniers  to  set  off  with  Lewinea  with- 
out loss  of  time,  and  attend  him  at — 

Jinir  27.  Tiie  Hague ;  whore  we  arrived  accordingly,  heviog 
travelled  day  and  night  In  tlie  evening  we  went  to  the  Cone- 
die^  where  we  met  the  General  in  a  sort  of  public  incognito;  fluii 
is  to  say,  he  iiad  combed  the  powder  out  of  his  hair,  and  was  m 
a  plain  regimental  frock.  After  the  play,  we  followed  him  to 
his  lodgings  at  the  Lion  d^or,  where  lie  gave  us  a  full  detail  of 
what  was  preparing  in  Holland.  He  began  by  telling  oa  fluii 
the  Dutch  Governor  General  Daendels,  and  Admiral  Dewuitery 
were  sincerely  actuated  by  a  desire  to  effectuate  something  strik- 
ing to  rescue  their  country  from  that  state  of  oblivion  and  itr 
cadence  into  which  it  had  fallen ;  that,  by  tlie  most  indeiktigalik 
exertions,  on  tlieir  part,  tliey  had  got  together,  at  the  Tezely 
teen  sail  of  the  line^  and  eight  or  ten  frigates,  all  ready  lor 
and  in  the  highest  condition ;  tliat  they  intended  to  embaik 
15,000  men,  tlie  whole  of  their  national  troops,  3,000  stand  off 
arms,  80  pieces  of  artillery,  and  money  for  their  pay  and  sub- 
sistence for  tliree  months ;  tliat  he  had  tlie  best  opinion  off  the 
sincerity  of  all  jmrties,  and  of  the  courage  and  conduct  of  the 
General  and  Admiral,  but  that  here  was  the  difficulty :  Tke 
French  Government  had  demanded  tliat  at  least  5^000  FVench 
troo]is,  the  elite  of  the  army,  should  be  enrimrked,  instead  off  n 
like  number  of  Dutch,  in  which  case,  if  the  demand  was  ac- 
ceded to,  he  would  himself  take  the  command  of  the  united  arnqr^ 
and  set  off  for  the  Tcxcl  dii'ectly ;  but  that  the  Dutch  Gofvcnh 
ment  made  great  difficulties,  alleging  a  variety  of  reasons^  of 
which  some  were  good ;  that  they  said  the  French  troofs 
would  never  submit  to  the  discipline  of  the  Dutch  navy,  ani 
tiiat,  in  that  case,  they  could  not  pretend  to  enfiiroe  it  mi 
their  o^ti,  without  making  unjust  distincUonSy  and  giTii^  a 
reasonable  (ground  for  jealousy  and  discmitent  to  their  niaqr  S 
<'  but  the  fact  is,''  said  Hoche,  «<that  the  CommittMb 
dels,  and  Dewinter,  are  anxious  tiiat  the  BataTiaa 
should  hnxt  the  whole  glory  of  the  ezpeditkni^  jf  It 
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tkey  feci  thnt  their  coantry  has  been  Toi^tten  in  Europe,  and 
the]'  are  risking  «very  tiling,  even  to  their  last  stake :  for,  if 
this  &ils,  they  are  ruined — in  order  to  restore  the  national  cha- 
racter. The  demand  of  the  French  Government  is  now  before 
the  Committee ;  if  it  is  acceded  to,  1  will  go  myself^  and,  at  all 
events,  1  will  present  you  both  to  the  Committee,  and  we  will 
pnAably  then  settle  tlie  matter  definitively."  Both  Lewines 
and  I  now  (bund  ourselves  in  a  considerable  difficulty.  On  the 
one  side,  it  was  an  object  of  the  greatest  impiHtance  to  have 
Hoche  and  his  5000  grenadiers ;  on  the  other,  it  was  most  unrea- 
sonable to  Tiropose  any  thing  which  could  hurt  the  feelings  of  the 
Dutch  people,  at  a  moment  when  they  were  making  unexampled 
exertions  in  our  favor,  and  risking,  as  Hoche  himself  said,  ttieir 
last  ship  and  last  shilling  to  emancipate  us.  I  cursed  and  swore 
like  a  dragoon ;  it  went  to  my  very  heart's  blood  and  midrifT  to 
give  up  the  General  and  our  brave  lads,  5000  of  whom  I  would 
{Hvfer  to  any  10,000  in  Europe;  on  the  other  hand,  I  could  not 
but  see  that  the  Dutch  were  perfectly  reasonable  in  tite  desire  to 
have  the  whole  reputation  of  an  affair  prepared  and  arranged  en> 
tirely  at  their  expense,  and  at  such  an  expense.  I  did  not  know 
what  to  say.  Lewiites,  however,  extricated  himself  and  me  wifli 
cmsiderahle  address.  After  stating  very  «-ell  our  difficulty,  be 
asked  Hoche  whether  he  thought  that  Dacndels  would  serve  under 
hifl  orders,  and,  if  he  refused,  whateB^  tliat  might  have  on  the 
Batavian troops?  Iwill  never fbrgettbe  magnanimity  of  Hocheon 
thisoccasion.  Hesaid  he  believed  Daendels  would  not,  and,  there- 
Ibre^  that  the  next  morning  he  would  withdraw  the  demand  with 
regard  to  the  French  troops,  and  leave  the  Dutch  Government 
at  perfect  liberty  to  act  as  Ihey  thought  proper.  When  it  is  con- 
aidered  that  Hoche  has  a  devouring  passion  for  lame ;  that  his 
great  object,  on  which  he  has  endeavorcil  to  establish  his  repu- 
tatioii,  is  the  destruction  of  the  power  of  England ;  that  be  has, 
Cw  two  yearn,  in  a  great  degree,  devoted  himself  to  our  busi- 
ness, and  made  the  greatest  exertions,  including  our  memorable 
expedition,  to  emancipate  us ;  that  he  sees,  at  last,  the  basioess 
likdy  to  be  accomidished  by  another,  and,  at  course,  all  the 
^ory  ho  had  {ffomised  to  himself  ravished  fron  him ;  when,  in 
addition  to  all  tliia.  it  is  coiifliilrrcd  tliHt  be  rould.  by  a  woril's 
Kpntking.  prevent  (he  jiossibility  of  thnt  rival's  moving  one 
step,  and  find,  at  the  samr  time.  pJausihle  r 
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justify  his  own  cunducty — ^I  confess  his  renouncing  the  ritnatkNi 
which  he  might  conunand  is  an  effort  of  very  great  virtne.  It 
is  true  he  is  doing  exactly  what  an  honest  man  and  a  good  dd- 
zen  ought  to  do;  he  is  preferring  the  interests  of  his  oonntiy  to 
his  own  private  views ;  that,  however,  does  not  prevent  my  ro- 
garding  his  conduct  in  this  instance,  with  great  admiratioiiy 
and  I  shall  never  forget  it  This  important  difficulty  being  re- 
moved, after  a  good  deal  of  general  discourse  on  our  bunineaSi 
we  parted  late,  perfectly  satisfied  with  each  oilier,  and  luiTiqg 
fixed  to  wait  on  the  Committee  to-morrow  in  the  forenoop* 
All  reflections  made,  the  present  arrangement,  if  it  haa  ito 
dark,  has  its  bright  sides  also,  of  which  hereafter. 

June  28.  This  morning,  at  ten,  Lewines  and  I  went  with  Ge* 
neral  Hoche  to  tlic  Committee  for  Foreign  Affairs,  which  we  fiNmi 
sitting.  There  were  eight  or  nine  members,  of  whcmi  I  do  not 
know  all  the  names,  togetlier  with  General  Daendels.  Thoae 
whose  names  I  learned,  were  citizens  Hahn,  (who  seoned  to 
have  great  influence  among  them,)  Bekker,  Van  Leydei^  and 
Grasveldt  Genci*al  Hoche  began  by  stating  extremely  wdl 
the  history  of  our  affairs,  since  he  had  interested  himself  in 
them ;  he  pressed,  in  the  strongest  manner  that  we  could  wiihf 
the  advantages  to  be  reaped  from  the  emancipation  of  Irdaii^ 
the  almost  certainty  of  success,  if  the  attempt  were  once  madc^ 
and  the  necessity  of  attempting  it  if  at  all,  immediately.  It  waa 
citizen  Halm  who  replied  to  him.  He  said  he  was  heartily  glad  to 
find  the  measure  sanctioned  by  so  high  an  opinion  asfliat  of  G^ 
neral  Hoche ;  that  originally  the  object  of  the  Dutch  GovemnMOt 
was  to  have  invaded  England,  in  order  to  have  operated  a  dt 
version  in  favor  of  the  French  army,  which  it  was  hoped  would 
have  been  in  Ireland ;  that  circumstances  being  totally  changifid 
in  that  regard,  they  had  yielded  to  tlie  wishes  of  the  FVendi 
Government  and  i-esolvcd  to  go  into  Ireland ;  that,  for  Ada 
purpose,  they  had  made  the  greatest  exertions,  and  had  now  at 
the  Tcxcl  an  armament  of  16  sail  of  the  line,  10  frigatesi  15,000 
troops  in  the  best  condition,  80  pieces  of  artillery,  and  pay  lor 
the  whole  for  throe  months ;  but  that  a  difficulty  had  been  raiaed 
within  a  few  days,  in  consequence  of  a  requisition  of  the  Ifi- 
nistcr  of  Marine,  Tniguet  ii^'ho  wished  to  have  5,000 
troops,  instead  of  so  many  Dutch,  to  be  dtsembariced  in 
quence.  That  this  was  a  measure  of  extreme  risk,  inaanmcli 
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as  the  discipline  of  the  Dutch  navy  was  very  severe,  and  such 
as  the  French  troops  would  probably  not  submit  to ;  that,  in 
that  case,  they  could  not  pretend  to  enforce  it  with  regard  to 
their  own  troojis,  the  consequence  of  which  would  be  a  relaxa- 
tion of  all  discipline.  This  was  precisely  wiiat  General  Hoclte 
told  us  last  night  He  immediately  replied,  that,  such  being  the 
case,  he  would  take  on  himself  to  withdraw  the  demand  of  the 
Minister  of  Marine,  and  satisfy  the  Directory  as  to  the  justice 
of  their  observations ;  and  that  he  hoped,  all  difficulty  on  tliat 
head  being  removed,  they  would  press  the  embarkation  without 
a  moment's  delay.  It  was  easy  to  see  the  most  lively  satisfac- 
tion on  all  their  faces,  at  this  declaration  of  General  Hoche, 
which  certainly  does  him  the  greatest  honor.  Creneral  Daendcls, 
especially,  was  beyond  measure  delighted. — ^Thcy  told  us  tlien 
that  they  hoped  all  would  be  ready  in  a  fortnight,  and  Hahn 
observed,  at  the  same  time,  that,  as  there  was  an  English  squad- 
ron which  appeared  almost  every  day  at  the  mouth  of  the  Texel, 
it  was  very  much  to  be  desired  that  the  Brest  fleet  should,  if 
possible,  put  to  sea,  in  order  to  draw  off  at  least  a  part  of  the 
British  fleet,  because,  from  the  position  of  the  Texel,  the  Dutch 
fleet  was  liable  to  be  attacked  in  detail,  in  sailing  out  of  tlie  port ; 
and  even  if  tliey  beat  the  enemy,  it  wottld  not  be  possible  to  pro- 
ceed, as  they  must  return  to  refit  To  this,  General  Hoche  replied, 
that  the  French  fleet  could  not,  he  understood,  be  i-eady  before  two 
months,  which  put  it  out  of  the  question ;  and  as  to  the  necessity 
of  returning  to  refit,  he  observed  that,  during  the  last  war,  the 
British  and  French  fleets  had  often  fought,  botli  in  the  East  and 
West  Indies,  and  kept  the  seas  after ;  all  that  was  necessary  being 
to  have  on  board  the  necessary  articles  otrechange;  besides,  it 
was  certainly  the  business  of  the  Dutch  fleet  to  avoid  an  action  by 
all  possible  means.  Creneral  Daendels  observed  that  Admii'al  De- 
winter  desired  notliing  better  tlian  to  measure  himself  with  the 
enemy,  but  we  all,  tiiat  is  to  say,  General  Hoche,  Lewines,  and 
myself^  cried  out  against  it,  his  only  business  being  to  bring  his 
convoy  safe  to  its  destination.  A  member  of  tlie  committee,  I 
believe  it  was  Van  Leyden,  then  asked  us,  supposing  every  thing 
succeeded  to  our  wish,  what  was  the  definite  object  of  the  Irish 
people.  To  which  we  replied  categorically,  that  it  was  to  throw 
off  the  yoke  of  England,  break  forever  the  connection  now  ex- 
isting with  that  country,  and  constitute  ourselves  a  free  and  in- 
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dependent  people.   They  all  expressed  their  satisbctioii  af  tUi 
reply*  and  Van  Leyden  observed  that  he  had  travelled  Hiroogh 
Ireland,  and  to  judge  from  the  luxury  of  the  richy  and 
misery  of  the  poor,  no  country  in  Europe  had  so  crying  a 
cessity  for  a  revolution.   To  which  Lewines  and  I  replied»  m  ii 
most  religiously  the  truth,  that  one  great  motive  of  our  ooadact 
in  tliis  business,  was  tlie  conviction  of  the  wretched  state  of  oar 
peasantry,  and  the  determination,  if  possible,  to  amend  iL  Tte 
political  object  of  our  visit  being  now  nearly  ascertainedf  Hah^ 
in  the  name  of  the  committee,  observed  that  he  hoped  tlfhat 
Ijewines  or  I  would  be  of  tlic  expedition,  as  our  presence  wifli 
tlie  General  would  be  indispensable.   To  which  Hoche  repliei 
<<that  I  was  ready  to  go,"  and  he  made  tlie  oflfer,  on  my  pai% 
in  a  manner  peculiarly  agreeable  to  my  feelings.   It  was  thn 
fixed  that  I  should  set  off  for  the  army  of  Sambre  et  Meue  ftr 
my  trunk,  and  especially  for  my  papers,  and  that 
should  remain  at  the  Hague,  at  the  orders  of  the  committee, 
til  my  return,  which  might  be  seven  or  eight  days.   The 
ing  then  broke  up.  Wc  could  not  possibly  desire  to  find 
attention  to  us,  personally,  or,  which  was  far  more  impolaB^ 
greater  zeal  and  anxiety  to  fon^-ard  this  expedition,  in  whidi 
tlie  Dutch  Grovemment  has  thrown  itself  << il  corp$perdiu^*  Thej 
ventui-e  no  less  than  the  whole  of  tlieir  army  and  navy.    As 
Uoche  expressed  it,   <«thcy  are  like  a  man  stripped  to  his 
breeches,  who  has  one  shilling  left,  which  he  throws  in  the  lot- 
tery, in  the  hope  of  being  enabled  to  buy  a  coat."  The  coDunit 
tee  arc  vci*y  plain  men  in  tlieir  appearance,  not  unlike  my  eM 
masters  of  the  sub-committee.   On  our  return  to  the  auboge 
with  Hoche,  we  took  occasion  to  express  our  admiration  of  tiie 
singularly  disinterested  conduct  which  he  had  manifested  on  fliis 
occasion.    He  tlten  told  us  his  plan ;  that  the  Minister  of  the 
Marine,  thus  far,  had  not  been  lucky,  counting  tmat  his  ei^o* 
dition  agaiiLst  Sardinia,  in  the  beginning  of  flie  war ;  tliat  ke 
had  the  greatest  desire  to  do  something  which  mi^t  pve  edat 
to  his  administration;  that  he.  General  Hoche,  had  ceded  to 
the  wish  of  the  Dutch  Government,  principally  becanae  ke 
would  press  no  measure,  however  grateful  to  himself^  wUdi 
might  cool  tlieir  zeal  in  this  great  bosiness ;  and  in  Ike  mat 
place,  because  he  knew  that  tlie  instant  the  Dutch  fleet  wis  ttt 
sea,  Truguet*s  vanity  w*oidd  be  piqued,  and  that  he  wodd 
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heaven  and  earth  to  follow  them,  and  instead  of  waiting  to  com- 
plete the  expedition  on  a  great  scale,  according  to  Iiis  present 
qrsteni,  would  despatch,  instantly,  whatever  was  ready  for  sea; 
ao  tiiat,  in  all  probability,  if  we  reached  Ireland,  the  French 
army  would  be  there  in  a  fortnight  after  us.  He  told  us,  like- 
wise, tbat  the  Dutch  army  was  not  now  what  it  had  been  in  tlie 
commencement  of  the  war ;  that  they  had  numbers  of  French 
among  them,  particularly  in  the  artillerio  legere ;  that  tlicy  had 
also  a  great  quantity  of  Austrians,  particularly  of  the  garrison 
of  Luxembourg,  and  especially  that  Dacndels  was  an  excellent 
officer,  and  as  brave  as  Ciesar,  on  whom  we  might  rely;  tliat 
be  would  send  all  such  plans  and  papers  as  miglit  be  of  service 
to  him  in  fliis  business,  and,  finally,  that  he  hoped  we  would  all 
speedily  meet  in  Ireland.  The  main  business  being  finislied, 
we  talked  of  other  matters,  particularly  of  the  present  state  of 
Paris,  where  the  audacity  of  the  Royalists  seems  to  liave  no 
bounds.  Hoche  made  use  of  these  remarkable  expressions; 
<<If  these  rascals  were  to  succeed  and  put  down  the  Govern- 
ment, I  march  my  army  that  instant  against  Paris,  and  when 
I  have  restored  the  constitution,  I  break  my  sword  and  never 
touch  it  aftn^ards."  Our  meeting  then  brake  up ;  the  General 
fet  off  for  head-quarters  at  four^  and  I  followed  him  at  six  in 
the  evening. 


July,  1797. 

JUy  1.  Arrived  at  Cologne,  where  I  found  the  GeneraL  He  told 
Hbatf  as  he  had  expected,  tlie  Minister  of  Marine  was  piqued, 
and  had  given  orders,  in  consequence,  to  prepare  every  thing 
«t  Bmt  with  the  greatest  possible  expedition ;  that  he  had,  if 
uonmujf  £300,000  at  the  disposal  of  the  Minister;  that  he 
had  jolt  received  orders  from  the  Directory  to  proceed  instantly 
to  Paris,  by  way  of  Dunkirk ;  tluit  frmn  Paris  he  would  set  c^ 
tat  Brest,  where  every  thing  would  be  ready  in  a  fortnight,  and 
in  a  mmitii  he  hoped  to  be  in  Ireland.  He  then  ordered  me  JS  50 
■terling,  with  orders  to  return  immediately  to  the  Hague,  with 
a  letter  fin*  General  Daendels.  I  told  him,  that  if  he  expected 
to  be  nady  so  soon,  it  was  my  wish  not  to  quit  him.  He  replied, 
he  had  oonaidefed  it,  and  thought  it  best  I  should  accompany 
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Daendels,  on  which  I  acquiesced.  I  then  took  occasion  to  qwak 
on  a  sabject  which  had  weighed  very  much  upon  my  mind»  I  nwm 
the  degree  of  influence  which  the  French  might  be  digpoaed  to 
arrogate  to  tlicmsclves  in  Ireland,  and  which  I  had  {pneat  nmnm 
to  Tear  would  be  greater  than  we  might  choose  to  allow  then- 
In  the  Gazette  of  that  day  tiierc  was  a  proclamation  of  BooBft- 
parte's,  addi-esscd  to  the  Government  of  Genoa,  which  I  Hkmii^ 
most  grossly  impi*opcr  and  indecent,  as  touching  on  the  iii&- 
pensable  rights  of  the  people.  I  read  tlie  most  obnoxious  pas- 
sages to  Iloche,  and  obsen^ed,  that  if  Buonaparte  commanded 
in  Iix^land,  and  were  to  publish  there  so  indiscreet  a  prodamar 
tion,  it  would  have  a  most  iniinous  effect ;  tiiat  in  Italy  aoch 
dictation  might  iiass,  but  never  in  Ireland,  where  we  undentaod 
our  rights  too  well  to  submit  to  it.  Hoche  answered  me^  <<  I 
«*  undei-stand  you,  but  you  may  be  at  ease  in  that  reepeet; 
<«  Buonaparte  has  be^^n  my  sciiolan  but  he  shall  never  be  nqr 
<<  master."  He  tlien  launched  out  into  a  very  severe  critiqae 
on  Buonaparte*s  conduct,  which  certainly  has  latterly  been  ter- 
ribly indiscreet,  to  say  no  worse  of  it,  and  observed  tliati  as  to 
his  victories,  it  was  easy  to  gain  victories  with  such  troops  as 
he  commanded,  especially  when  the  General  made  no  dificoHj 
to  sacrifice  tlic  lives  of  his  soldiers,  and  that  these  victories  hai 
cost  the  Republic  200,000  men.  A  great  deal  of  what  Hodbib 
said  was  very  tnie,  but  I  could  sec  at  tlie  bottom  of  it  a  Torjr 
gi'cat  Jeakmsy  of  Buonaparte*  I  am  also  sorry  to  see  Hie  latter 
losing  so  fast  tliat  spirit  of  moderation,  which  did  him  as  mdl 
honor  at  first  as  his  victories.  Hoche  and  I  then  talked  of  oar 
own  business :  He  said  wc  must  calculate  on  being  oppose^  at 
the  landing,  by  8  or  10,000  men ;  tiiat,  if  they  were  not  tlmtv 
so  much  the  better,  but  we  must  expect  them ;  tiiat  the  BrilUi 
would  probably  act  as  tliey  did  in  America  last 
and  burn  the  towns  behind  them ;  that  he  did  not  desire 
tlian  twelve,  or,  at  most  fifteen  tliousand  troops,  and  had  Tiwlftlpis 
arrangements,  so  that  the  maintenance  of  that  force  shoald  Ml 
cost  tlic  Irish  people  above  12,000,000  li\Te8,  equal  to  £5O(VQ0(l 
sterling.  He  then  promised  to  send  me  his  instnictloBS  lor  cv- 
r}'ing  on  the  war  in  La  Vendee,  which  wouldt  exactly  ^flj.to 
our  case  in  Ireland ;  and,  giving  me  a  letter  for  General  Dsifr 
dels,  in  which,  amongst  other  things,  he  demanded  ftr  bm  tttt 
rank  of  Adjutant  Geneitd  in  the  service  of  the  Batovian 
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tiCf  we  embraced  each  other  and  parted.  He  set  ofT  that  evening 
lor  Bonn,  and  I  the  next  mornings  at  fire,  for  tlie  Uagae,  where 
I  arrived  in  tlie  morning  of— • 

July  4.  Instantly  on  my  arrival  I  waited  on  General  Daen- 
delsy  whom  I  found  on  the  point  of  setting  out  for  the  Texel.  He 
rcail  the  letter,  and  told  me  every  tiling  should  be  settled  with 
regard  to  my  rank,  and  tiiat  I  should  receive  two  months'  pay 
in  advance,  to  equip  me  for  the  campaign.  His  reception  of  me 
w&s  extremely  friendly.  I  staid  with  Lewines,  at  the  Hague, 
three  or  four  days,  whilst  my  regimentals,  &c«  were  making  up, 
and  at  length,  all  being  ready,  we  parted,  he  setting  off  for  Paris, 
to  join  General  Hoche,  and  I  for  the  Texel,  to  join  General 
Daendcls. 

July  8.  Arrived  early  in  the  moniing  at  the  Texel,  and  went 
immediately  on  boai-d  the  Admiral*s  sliiji,  the  Vrj'heid,  of  74 
guns,  a  superb  vessel.  Found  General  Daendels  aboard,  who 
presented  me  to  Admiral  Dewinter,  who  commands  the  expedi- 
tion. I  am  exceedingly  pleased  with  both  one  and  the  other; 
there  is  a  frankness  and  candor  in  their  manners  which  is  higlily 
interesting.  * 

July  10.  I  have  been  boating  about  tiie  fleet,  and  aboard  seve- 
ral of  the  vessels ;  they  are  in  very  fine  condition,  incomparably 
better  than  the  fleet  at  Brest,  and  I  learn  from  all  hands  that 
the  best  possible  spirit  reigns  in  both  soldiers  and  sailors.  Ad- 
miral Duncan,  who  commands  the  English  fleet  off  tiie  Texel, 
sent  in  yesterday  an  officer  with  a  flag  of  truce,  apparently  ^ith 
a  letter,  but  in  fact  to  reconnoitre  our  force.  Dewinter  wwa 
even  with  him :  for  he  detained  his  messenger,  and  sent  back  the 
answer  by  an  officer  of  liis  own,  with  instructions  to  bring  back 
an  exact  account  of  the  force  of  the  enemy. 

July  11.  Thisday  our  flag  of  truce  is  returned,  andtheEnglisli 
•fBoer  released.  Duncan's  fleet  is  of  eleven  sail  of  the  line,  of 
which  three  are  three  deckers.  1  do  not  yet  exactly  know  oui- 
force,  either  by  sea  or  land,  but  I  must  endeavor  to  learn  it 

July  IS.  1  iuive  had  a  good  deal  of  discourse  to-day  witli 
General  Daendels,  and  I  am  more  and  more  pleased  with  him. 
His  plan  is,  to  place  such  of  our  people  as  may  present  them- 
•dves  at  first  in  the  cadres  of  the  regiments  which  wahii^^i 
■ntil  onr  battalions  are  1,000  each  ;  that  then,  we  maj  ii 
rorp%  and  he  will  give  us  proper  offirm  to  diacipliar 
Vol.  11^—53 
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gaiiizc  it ;  that  he  will  keep  tlic  main  army  of  18  or  20,000 
in  activity,  and  leave  the  sei*urity  of  our  communications,  tbe 
guai-ding  ofpasflCfi,  rivers,  Ace.  to  the  national  troops,  until  fliej 
are  in  a  certain  degree  di.sriplined.  A  great  deal  of  tliis  is  good^ 
but  we  must  be  bitHight  more  forward  in  tlie  picture  than  that, 
lor  evei*}'  reason  in  the  world.  I  replied,  tliat  tlic  outline  of  his 
plan  was  just,  but  that  ca.ses  might  occur  where  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  de|Mrt  tnm\  it  otxaHionally.  For  instance*  if  the  mi- 
litia were  to  join  us«  tliey  ought  not,  nor  would  they  consent  ts 
be,  in4*or]X)rated  in  tite  Dutch  battalions.  Daendels  said,  <*cep- 
tsiinly  not ;  tliat  he  knew  what  tlie  esprit  dc  corps  was  too  well, 
to  think  of  it ;  that  the  militia  battalions  would,  in  that  caae^ 
he(*ome  themselves  cadres  of  regiments  ;*'  so  that  affair  will  be 
Nettled  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  ])arties.  AVe  then  spoke  of  tiie 
administnitiont  and  I  gave  him  an  idea  how  we  had  been  cir- 
cumstanceil  in  tliat  I'egai'd  intlieBi*estex])edition,  where  we  had 
a  little  army  of  commissaries,  i-eady  to  eat  up  tlie  country,  whe 
would  sacrifice  the  liberty  of  Ireland,  the  interests  of  tlie  Repub- 
lic, and  tlie  honor  of  the  General,  for  half  a  crown  ;  and  I  did 
not  restrain  myself  in  sjieaking  of  those  gentry  as  tliey  deserve. 
Daendels  i*e])lied,  that  his  instructi(nis  were  to  leave  all  the  de- 
tails of  supplying  the  army  to  tlie  Irish  people  ;  tliat  he  bnwght 
with  him  hut  five  commissHries,  who  wei*e  to  superintend  the 
forage,  the  bread,  the  meat.  Alc.  and  that  all  their  proceedings 
sliould  he  subject  to  his  own  immediate  ins])ection,  and  nothing 
stand  goo'l  that  was  not  authorised  by  his  signature ;  tliat  he 
prided  himself  more  on  his  ( hai*acter  for  admiubitration  thanfiv 
military  talents,  and  that  I  miglit  rely  on  it  wc  should  have  ne 
(lifliculties  on  that  head.  I  was  very  glad  to  hear  all  tliis,  th^ 
moil'!  JMTause  1  have  confidence  in  him.  If  the  Brest  expeditioii 
Inid  Slice  ceded,  we  should  have  had  damned  work  with  those 
s<N)uiidirlly  administrations,  but  I  had  made  up  my  mindonfliat 
head,  sls  to  what  we  should  do.  AVith  tlie  Dutch  I  have  by  ne 
means  tlie  same  um-asiiiess,  and  this  is  one  of  the  circumstances 
M  hei-e  we  gain  by  tlie  pivsenl  expedition.  But  eiiou^  of  this 
Tor  the  pi*csent.  ••Jill  is  far  the  beat  in  thi$  best  of  aUpombb 
worlds.-^ 

July  14.  General  Daendels  showed  me  to-day  his  instmctioiie 
fn>m  the  Dutch  Government  They  are  fair  and  honest*  and  I 
have  no  doubt  he  will  act  up  to  them.   The  spirit  of  them  is  nK 
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wajs  to  maintain  the  character  of  a  faithful  ally,  not  to  interfere 
in  the  domestic  concerns  of  the  people ;  to  aid  them  by  every 
means  in  his  power  to  establish  their  liberty  and  independence ; 
and  to  expect  no  condition  in  return^  but  that  we  should  throw 
offthoEnglish  yoke^  and  that,  when  all  was  settled  onthatscon% 
we  should  arrange  our  future  commerce  with  the  Dutch  ReiHib- 
lic«  on  the  basis  of  reciprocal  advantage  and  accommodation. 
Nothing  can  be  more  fair  and  lionorable^  and  I  am  convinced, 
from  what  I  see  of  Dacndels,  and  the  frankness  of  his  character, 
that  he  will  act  up  to  his  instructions.  The  report  to-day  is,  that 
we  shall  get  under  way  to-morrow,  and  I  see  a  bustle  in  tlie  ship, 
which  seems  to  confinn  it :  but  I  follow  my  good  old  rule,  to  ask 
no  questions.  Several  boats  full  of  troops  have  passed  us  to-day, 
going  on  board  the  different  vessels ;  the  men  arc  in  the  highest 
spirits,  singing  national  songs,  and  cheering  the  General  as  tliey 
pass  ;  it  is  a  noble  sight,  and  I  found  it  inexpressibly  aSccting. 
Daendels  assures  me,  that  in  the  best  days  of  the  French  Revo-^ 
lution  he  never  witnessed  greater  enthusiasm  than  reigns  at  pre*- 
Bent  in  the  army.  It  is,  to  be  sure,  glorious,  tlie  prosjiect  of  this 
day.   The  following  is  our  line  of  battle: — 

Jvant  garde.  Jupiter,  74  guns.  Vice  Admiral  Reyntzies ; 
Cerberus,  68,  Capt.  Jacobson ;  Haarlem,  68,  Capt  Wiggerts  ; 
Alkmaar,  56,  Capt  Krafit ;  Delft,  56,  Capt  Verdoom.  Vrigaten^ 
Monnikendam,  44,  Capt  Lancaster ;  Minerva,  24,  Capt  El- 
bracht ;  Daphne,  16,  Lieut  Fredericks.  Five  sail  of  tlic  line, 
and  three  frigates  and  sloops. 

Corps  de  Baiaille.  Yryheid,  74,  Admiral  Dewinter  and  Capt 
Von  Rossnm  ;  Staatcn  General,  74,  Rear  Admiral  Story  ;  Ba- 
tavia,  56,  Capt.  Souter ;  W&ssenaer,  68,  Capt  Holland ;  Ley- 
den,  68,  Capt  Musquettier.  Frigates^  Mars,  44,  Capt  Rolff; 
Fdrie,  Capt  Buschman;  Galatea,  Lieut  Rivery;  Atalanta. 
Fire  sail  of  the  line,  and  4  frigates  and  sloo|is.  ' 

Arriere  garde.  Brutus,  74,  Rear  Admiral  Van  Tresling ; 
Hercules,  68.  Capt  Reyscort ;  Glykht*id,  68,  Capt  Ruysch  ; 
Admiral  De  Vries,  68,  Capt  Zeegers ;  Beschermer,  56,  Cajit 
Heinst  FrigateSf  Embuscade,  44,  Capt  Huys :  Waakzenheid, 
24,  Capt,  Nicrop;  AJax.  Five  sail  of  the  line,  and  tliree  fri- 
gates and  sloops,  with  27  sail  of  transports,  from  1 50  to  450 
tons  burthen. 
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Our  land  force  I  do  not  yet  accurately  know.  I  shoaM  have 
remarked,  iliat  two  or  tlirec  days  ago  Noel,  Minister  of  tiw 
French  ReiHiblic,  dined  aboard  us,  with  his  wife.  AU  was  in 
grand  cofitume,  tlic  shrouds  manned,  and  21  guns  fired  at  his 
depailure.  He  was  dressed,  like  a  represcntant  du  peapb 
aus  armees,  in  blue,  with  a  tri-color  sadi,  and  bis  bat  A  Ift 
Henry  IV,  with  a  band  and  panache,  also  ^^  auxtrM  oandtMnm^ 
Yesterday  tlie  Swedish  Ambassador  dined  ititfa  iis»  witfaluB 
unchat,  &c.  He  is  a  damned  dog,  and  a  dunce,  and  an  Englidi 
partizan,  as  I  soon  found  out,  and,  I  understand,  a  spy.  Hm 
radical  !  To-day,  indeed  at  this  present  writing,  I  can  aoefrooi 
tlie  cabin  windows  ten  sail  of  English  ships  of  war,  little  and 
big.  who  have  presented  tliemselves  oifthe  mouth  of  the  TexA 
It  put  me  in  mind  of  the  Goulet  of  Bluest,  where  I  have  ben 
often  regaled  in  tlie  same  manner.  Nobody  here  seems  to  muid 
them,  and  so,  <<  Je  nCenJidiet  alUms  / 

J\d\j  15.    The  human  mind,  or,  at  least,  my  mind,  is  a  sin- 
gular machine^    I  am  liei*e  in  a  situation  extremely  intcrestiqgy 
and,  on  the  result  of  which,  every  thing  most  dear  to  me  aa  a 
man  and  a  citizen  depends,  and  yet  I  find  myself  in  a  state  of 
indifference,  or  rather  apathy,  which  I  cannot  myself  oonifre- 
bend.   My  sole  amusement  is  reading  an  odd  volnmeof  Vol- 
taire- s,  which  I  found  by  chance  ;  and,  for  our  expedition^  I  d^ 
dare  I  ttiink  no  moiT  of  it  than  if  it  were  destined  for  Ji^aa^ 
whirh  indifiei-ence,  on  my  part,  as  I  have  already  said,  IcaniMk 
(^ompiThend,  but  so  it  is.    Yesterday  I  wrote  to  my  wife^  o^ 
closing  a  bill  which  Admiral  Dewinter  accepted  for  250  floffiasy 
<<  moyennantf^*  the  like  sum  iiaid  into  his  hands ;  also  to 
Udchcy  to  Mr.  Shee,  to  my  sister,  and  toLewines.  I  hare 
finislied  all  my  business,  and  to-morrow,  I  understand,  we  prt 
to  sea,  if  tlie  wind  permits.  It  is  strange,  but  I  fed  as  if  I 
to  set  out  in  the  trakschuyt  from  the  Hague^  to  go  to 
dam.   Hove  up  one  of  our  anchors ;  it  was  beantiful  to  see  tte 
men  at  work,  in  which  our  chasseura  assisted  heartily ;  all 
executed  in  cadence  to  the  music    General  Daendels  dwwed 
a  letter  from  General  Dupont,  announcing  the  immediate  de- 
parture of  General  Hoche  for  Brest ;  he  also  told  me  tbat  be 
and  I  would  go  on  board  a  sloop  of  war,  and  not  mount  Urn  Ad- 
miral*s  ship  until  the  issue  of  the  aflhir  (if  any  there  awgr  te) 
between  the  t^o  fleets  is  determined.   I  am  not  aony  ftr  ttift 
arrangement. 
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July  16.  The  General  tells  me  just  now  that  a  spy,  sent  out 
by  the  Admiral,  returned  last  night  with  the  newsthat  the  Eng- 
lish fleet  is  strong  twenty-four  sail  of  the  line.  A  few  da^^s 
ago  he  said  nineteen,  but  he  explains  that,  by  saying  that  five 
sail  had  been  detached  to  assist  at  the  execution  of  Pari^er,  the 
mutineer.  The  Admiral*s  opinion  is,  that  the  fellow  is  a  double 
spy,  and  that  tlie  story  of  24  sail  is  a  lie,  in  which  I  join  him.  In 
the  Morning  Chronicle  of  the  6th  instant,  is  an  article  which 
mentions  that  Admiral  Duncan  had  demanded  a  reinforcement, 
and  that,  in  consequence,  three  sail  had  set  off  to  join  him^ 
which,  with  ten  or  eleven  that  he  had  before,  and,  perhaps,  two 
which  he  might  draw  from  the  Dogger  Bank,  where  they  are 
stationed  to  protect  the  fishery,  may  bring  him  up  to  fifteen  or 
sixteen  sail,  and  this  calculation  agrees  witli  the  reports  made 
to  the  Government,  and  those  of  neutral  vessels  which  have 
lately  entered.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  Admiral  summoned  this 
morning  all  the  Admirals  and  Captains  of  the  fleet,  and  gave 
them  their  last  instructions,  which  were,  that  tiie  frigates  of  44 
guns  should  fall  into  the  line ;  that  they  should  fight  to  the  last 
extremity,  even  to  sinking  of  their  vessels,  in  which  case  they 
were  to  take  to  their  boats  ;  that,  if  any  Captain  were  to  attempt 
to  break  the  line  and  hang  back,  the  others  should  immediately 
fire  on  him.  This  is  resolute  of  Dewintor,  and  I  have  every 
reason  to  think  his  fleet  will  second  him.  He  has,  in  the 
mean  time,  sent  off  a  courier  to  the  Government,  to  announce  all 
this,  and,  if  the  wind  springs  up  in  our  favor,  we  will  set  off  in- 
stantiy,  without  T^^iting  for  the  answer. 

Julif  17.  Yesterday  evening  the  Admiral  told  me  his  plan,  as 
above  set  forth.  He  is  a  fine  fellow,  that  is  tfie  God*s  truth. 
Becdved  yesterday  a  letter  from  my  dearest  love,  dated  the 
ninth.  Thank  God,  she  and  tiie  babies  are  well  and  in  spirits. 
To-day  I  received  two  letters,  one  from  Madgett,  and  the  other, 
dated  tiie  ISth  June,  from  Napper  Tandy,  to  which  I  have 
written  two  answers,  which  I  will  not  despatch  till  we  are  just 
settiog  off.  The  wind  is  as  foul  as  the  devil.  At  Brest  we  had, 
against  all  probability,  a  fair  wind  for  five  days  successively, 
during  all  which  time  we  were  not  ready ,  and,  at  last,  when  we 
did  arrive  at  our  destination,  the  wind  changed  and  we  missed 
our  blow.  Here  all  is  ready,  and  nothing  is  wanting  but  a  fair 
wind.    We  are  riding  at  single  anchor.    I  hope  the  wind  may 
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not  play  as  a  trick.  It  is  terribly  foul  this  evening.  Hang  it, 
and  damn  it  for  ine  !  I  am  in  a  rage,  wliich  is  truly  astoniflhii^ 
and  ran  do  nottiing  to  lielp  myself.    Well !  well ! 

Jidy  18.  The  wind  is  as  foul  as  possible  this  momiiig;  it 
cannot  be  worse.  Hell!  Hell!  Hell!  Allah!  Allah!  Allah!  I 
am  in  a  most  devouriiip;  rage!  M'elK  what  can't  be  cured  luiiBt 
be  enduixMl.  as  onr  ancestoi*s  have  wisely  remarked.  An  oiBccr 
sent  out  in  disguise  to  rec^onnoitre,  is  just  i*etumed;  his  repoK 
is  favorable:  lie  saw  the  English  fleet  strong  twelve  sail  <iftii0 
line,  and  seven  or  eight  frigati*s ;  one  of  the  frigates  bore  doiw« 
on  the  AdmiraU  and  spoke  him,  on  which  he  instantly  made 
signal,  and  the  whole  squadn>n  stood  to  the  S.  W.  I  do  not 
conn*ive  w  hat  could  be  the  reascm  of  that  manceuvrey  for  it  kftvca 
us  clear,  ir  the  wind  would  let  us  stir  out  Pcriiaps  fliey  are 
going  to  reinforce  tlie  fleet  before  Brest  periiaps  sometfiingliaa 
happene<l  again  at  the  Nore.  1  should  have  mentioned  ye8ler> 
day,  in  its  place,  that  when  the  Admiral  had  determined  ta 
fight  the  enemy  in  the  manner  1  have  recited,  he  supposed  thea 
to  be.  at  least  iiinetiH^n  sail  of  the  line  strong,  wlitch  does  ths 
more  honor  to  his  courage.  It  is  most  terrible  to  be  locked  op 
by  the  wind,  as  we  are  now. 

Juitf  VX  Mind  foul  still.  Hon*ihle!  Horrible!  Admiral  D^-^ 
winter  and  1  endeavor  to  pass  away  the  time,  playing  the  flute^ 
\ilii(li  he  does  very  well;  we  have  some  good  duets,  andtbit 
is  some  i*eliel*.  It  is.  however,  impossible  to  concei\'e  any  thing 
more  irksome  than  waiting,  as  we  now  aiv,  on  tlie  wind ;  what 
is  still  \\orse.  the  same  wind  which  IrK'ks  us  up  here,  is  esnctty 
favonibh*  for  the  an-ivul  of  reinfoirements  to  Duncan*  if  Lord 
S|)enrer  means  to  send  him  any.  Naval  expeditions  are  terrihb 
for  their  unceilainty.  I  see,  in  the  Dutch  papers,  fiir  I  ■■ 
beginning,  with  the  help  of  a  dictionai^y,  to  decypher  a  littte^ 
that  the  Toulon  fleet  is  at  sea  since  tlie  SOtli  June,  strongt  six 
sail  of  the  line,  two  of  80,  and  four  of  74  g^ns,  and  six  fri- 
gates. I  wish  tlieni  safe  and  well  in  Bit^  harbor.  There  never 
was,  and  never  will  be^  such  an  expedition  as  ours,  if  it  wtc^ 
ceeds:  it  is  not  mei*ely  to  deteinninc  wliich  of  tifvo  despots  shall 
sit  upon  a  throne,  or  whetlier  an  island  shall  bdong  to  ttia  ST 
that  state ;  it  is  to  change  the  destiny  of  Europe,  to 
pate  one,  |)erha)is  three,  nations  ;  to  open  the  sea  to  the 
recirc  of  the  world ;  to  found  a  new  empire ;  to  deOBKiilah 
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it  one :  to  8iibi~ert  a  t>'rtinny  of  six  hundiTd  years.  And 
all  this  hangs  to-day  u[>on  the  wind.  I  cannot  express  tlie  anx- 
iety I  feci.  Well,  no  matter!  I  can  do  notliing  to  )iclp  niyscir, 
and  tliat  aggravates  my  rage.  Our  ships  exercise  at  girat  guna 
and  small  arms,  one  or  other  of  them,  every  day ;  tliey  fire  in 
general,  incomparably  well,  and  it  is  a  noble  spectat'lc. 

Jidtf  SO.  This  evening  I  had  tlie  pleasure  to  count  nineteen 
•lul  of  British  vessels,  uliich  passetl  tlie  mouth  of  tlie  Texel, 
ander  an  easy  sail.  Tlie  General  assures  me,  however,  that 
there  arc  not  uho^e  twelve  sail  of  the  line  among  them,  accord- 
ing to  the  comparison  of  tlie  hest  accounts  which  have  been 
nreired.  Wind  foul,  as  usual.  The  following  is  a  state  of  our 
army.  Infantry,  eighteen  battalions,  of  453  men,  8,136;  Chas- 
setira,  four  battalions,  at  340  men,  2,160;  Cavalry,  eight  squad- 
nwu,  1,650;  Artillery,  nine  comjianies,  1,049;  Light  ArtU- 
kry,  two  companies,  380;  Ktat  M^or,  160:  total,  13,544.  It 
is  more  than  sufRrient  Would  to  God  v  e  were  all  arrived,  sale 
and  well,  at  our  destination. 

July  21,  8S.  S3.  I  |>asa  my  time  here  in  an  absolute  torpor. 
When  I  was  at  Brest  1  was  bad  enough,  but  at  least,  we  had 
■ome  convei-sation.  But  here — well,  iijc  The  Admiral  tells  me 
to-day,  tliat  he  had  a  letter  from  London,  dated  tlie  16th,  which 
mentions,  that  Lord  Bridport  has  put  in  fw  fresh  pravisiona* 
and  that  three  of  his  ships  are  still  in  revolt  Tliat  his  destin»* 
tion  is  for  before  Brest ;  that  Sir  Edward  Pellew  is  arrived  at 
Falmouth,  and  that  his  report  is,  that  the  French  fleet  appean 
in  a  state  not  likely  soon  to  put  to  sea;  which,  by-the-by,  Do- 
winter  believes  to  be  tlie  case,  and  attributes  to  want  of  money. 
That  Duncan  has  applied  for  a  reinforcement  but  that  the  reply 
was,  that  they  must  fii-st  finish  the  trial  of  the  mutineers,  in 
order  to  reduce  the  rest  to  a  sense  of  their  duty,  from  whence  I 
ia&r,  that  they  arc  afi-aiil  as  yet  to  send  the  ships  at  the  ^ore 
to  aea ;  however,  tlie  Warrior,  ot  74  guns,  is  arri\xd,  which 
kringa  Duncan  up  to  thirteen  sail  of  tlic  line  Hia  report  in 
England,  is,  that  we  have  twenty,  (I  wish  wc  had)  besides 
IHgates,  with  15,000  Inmps,  embarked,  and  30,000  stand  4^ 
arms,  but  tiiat  our  destination  in  a  secret  The  wind  is,  to-day« 
at  N.  W.  vbich  is  not  quite  so  execrable  as  yesterday,  and  the 
day  before.  Witli  a  N.  N.  K.  tiic  Adniintl  sayi*  we  might 
<mt ;  prgo,  vf.  nant  yet  hIx  |Miiit»  of  th^  ronipass.  Di 
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eternity  far  me.  Was  there  ever  any  thing  so  tetrible?  Wrote  to 
my  wife  on  ihe  21st  instant 

Jif/y  24,  25, 26.  To-day  I  saw  in  the  Dutch  papers  that  great 
changes  have  taken  place  in  tlie  French  Ministiy.   TaUeyraad 
Perigord,  cidevant  Bishop  of  Autun*  whom  I  saw  in  PhUadd- 
phia,  is  appointed  to  tlie  Foreign  Aflairs,  in  place  of  Charhi 
dc  la  Croix ;  rievilie  Pclet  to  the  Marine,  in  place  of  Trugnel; 
Lenoir  Lai'oche  to  the  Police,  in  place  of  Cochon;  Franfoisde 
Neiifchateau  to  the  Interior,  in  place  of  Bcnezech;  and  HodM 
to  tlie  War  Department,  in  place  of  Potiet.    Of  all  these  new 
men  I  only  knew  lloche.  Sat  down  immediately  and  wrote  him 
a  letter  of  congratulation*  in  wiiich  I  took  occasion  to  mentkNi 
the  negotiation  now  going  on  at  Lisle,  with  tlie  Englidi  Pku* 
poteutiary.  Lord  Malmesbur}',  and  prayed  him,  in  case  tbat 
peace  was  inevitable,  to  exei*t  his  interest  to  get  an  artick  in- 
sertrdy  to  restore  to  their  counti*y  or  liberty  all  the  Irish  pa- 
triots who  are  in  exile,  or  ui  prison,  and  assuring  him,  at  tbs 
same  time,  tliat  I  should  never  pmfit  of  such  an  article^  aa  1 
never  would  return  to  Iifland  whilst  she  remained  in  alaTeiy. 
The  wind  has  been  detestable  these  three  days.  At  this  moomt 
tlie  Admiral  tells  me  it  is  hauling  to  the  nortliward,  and  tbal  he 
will  weigh  one  anchor  to-night  and  heave  short  on  tfacotfaerf  tohs 
read>;  to  pi-ofit  of  the  fii-st  favoniblc  breeze.    God  send !  Bnt  I 
am  sworn  never  Ui  believe  tliat  our  expedition  will  snooeed^ 
till  I  am  once  nioi*e  uimmi  the  sod.    I  am,  to-day,  eightem  diqra 
aboard,  and  we  have  not  had  eighteen  minutes  of  fair  wimL 
WVll,  **  'Tis  but  in  vain,"  &c. 

July  ^7.  28.  Yesteinlay  we  had  a  sort  of  fair  wind,  but  which 
came  so  late^  and  was  so  feeble,  tliat  we  could  not  weigh  anchor  S 
at  eight  in  the  evening  it  came  round  to  the  west,  as  bad  aa 
ever,  and,  to-day.  it  is  not  much  better.  I  am  weaiyof  mylife^ 
llie  French  ai'c  fitting  out  a  squadron  at  Brest,  which,  it  now 
apjx^rs.  is  to  be  only  of  twelve  sail  of  the  line.  Lord  Brid- 
port's  fleet  is  twenty-two  sail ;  ergo^  he  may  detach,  with 
tcct  security,  seven  sail,  to  reinforce  Duncan,  who  will 
have  at  least  nineteen  sail  against  our  fifteen;  eegfh  he  will 
beat  us,  &c.  Damn  it  to  all  eternity  for  me.  I  am  in  a  trans- 
port of  rage,  which  I  cannot  describe.  Eveiy  thiiig  nnw  dfr^ 
pends  uiioii  tlie  wind,  and  we  are  totally  helpless.  Man  b  a 
poor  being  in  that  respect    Fifty  millions  of  mongr 
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purchase  us  an  hour  of  fair  wind,  and  talents  and  courage  avail 
no  more  tlian  money.  But  I  am  moralizing  like  an  ass.  *^Damn 
morality f  and  let  the  amstable  be  married.*^  Well,  *^*Tisbut 
in  vain  far  soldiers  to  complain^*'  (for  tlie  595th  time.)  (Six 
o'clock.)  I  am  now  alone  in  tlie  great  cabin,  and  I  see  from 
the  window  twenty -two  sail  of  English  vessels,  anchored  witli- 
in  a  league  of  our  fleet  It  is  impossible  to  express  the  va- 
riety of  inuuinci*ablc  ideas  which  shoot  across  my  mind  at 
this  moment  I  think  I  should  sufier  less  in  the  middle 
of  a  sea-fight ;  and  tlie  wind  is  still  foul.  Suspense  is  moiHS 
tcmblc  tlian  danger.  Litlle  as  I  am  of  a  Quixote,  loving 
as  I  do,  to  distraction,  my  wife  and  dearest  babies,  I  wish  to 
heaven  we  wei*e  this  moment  under  way  to  meet  the  enemy, 
with  whom  we  should  be  up  in  an  hour.  It  is  terrible  to  see  the 
two  fleets  so  near,  and  to  find  ourseh  es  so  helpless.  The  sea 
is  just  now  as  smootli  as  a  mill-pond.  Ten  times,  since  I  be- 
gan tliis  note,  I  have  lifted  my  eyes  to  look  at  tlie  enemy.  Well, 
it  cannot  be  that  tliis  inaction  will  continue  long.  I  am  now 
aboard  twenty  days,  and  we  have  not  had  twenty  minutes  of  a 
lair  wind  to  carry  us  out    Well !  Well ! 

July  29.  Tills  morning  the  wind  is  fair,  but  so  little  of  it 
that  we  cannot  stir.  About  mid-day  it  sprung  up  freshy  but  the 
tide  was  spent,  and  it  was  too  late.  To  sail  out  of  the  Texel  tliere 
must  be  a  concurrence  of  wind  and  tide.  The  Admiral  went 
ashore  to-day,  and  mounted  tlie  Downs  with  his  perspective 
glass,  like  Robinson  Crusoe ;  he  counted  twenty-five  sail  of 
three-masted  vessels,  and  six  luggers,  or  cutters,  of  the  Eng- 
lish, at  anchor;  he  concludes  they  are  about  fifteen  or  sixteen 
of  the  line,  the  rest  frigates.  He  tells  me  also,  that  his  idea  is, 
that,  if  there  is  any  thing  like  parity  of  success,  in  case  of  an 
action,  Admiral  Duncan  will  not  push  the  fight  to  extremity, 
as  he  is  on  an  enemy*s  coast,  and  if  any  of  his  ships  are  dis- 
masted, he  must  leave  them;  that,  in  that  case,  the  action 
will  be  a  cannonade  until  night,  when  both  parties  will  draw 
off,  Mng  Te  deuttty  and  claim  the  victory;  in  which  case  ho  will 
immediately  push  off  with  his  convoy,  and  such  of  his  sliips  as 
will  be  in  state  to  keep  the  sea.  I  like  Dewinter*s  behavior 
Tery  much ;  there  is  notliing  like  fanfaronade  in  it ;  and  I  fancy 
Duncan  will  have  warm  work  of  it  to-morrow  morning.  Tlie 
wind  to-niglit  is  esDcellent,  and  blows  fresh  ;  if  it  holds,  as  I  trust 

in  God  it  may,  to-morrow,  at  eight  o*clock,  we  shall  be  under 
Vou  U— 54 
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way,  being  the  hour  of  the  tide.  God  knows  how  earnesfly  I 
long  for  that  moment.  I  hear  nothing  of  our  mounttng  a  cntteTf 
as  tlio  General  mentioned  to  me,  so  I  may  happen  to  be  takoi 
in  a  sea-fight  against  my  exiiectation.  Well,  if  it  must  be^ 
it  niiiRt  be,  but  I  had  ratlier  not.  I  do  not  love  your  sea*llgbti 
at  all:  however,  happy  go  lucky !  We  shall  see  what  is  to  be 
done  in  that  case.  (Sings.)  ^^Madanif  you  know  my  trade ii 
tvarn  &c. 
Jtily  SO,  Sly  blank. 


August,  1797. 

Jiut^Mst  \f  S.  Every  thuig  goes  on  here  from  bad  to  wom^ 
and  I  am  tormented  and  unliappy  more  tluui  I  can  expreaSy  so 
tliat  I  hate  even  to  make  these  memorandums.  Well,  it  cannot 
be  heli)ed.  On  the  SOth,  in  the  morning  early,  the  wind  was 
fair,  iJie  signal  given  to  prepare  to  get  underway,  and  eveiy 
tiling  ready,  when,  at  the  very  iastant  we  were  about  to  wei|^ 
the  anchor  and  put  to  sea,  the  wind  chopped  about  and  left  Mi 
Nothing  can  be  imagined  more  tormenting.  The  Admiral,  liaT- 
ing  .some  distnist  of  his  pilots,  (for  it  seems  the  pilots  here  are 
all  Orangists,]  made  signal  to  all  the  chiefs  of  the  fleet,  to  know 
if  they  thougiit  it  possible  to  get  out  with  tlie  wind  which  flien 
blew,  (E.  S.  £.)  but  tlieir  answer  was  unanimous  in  the  n^ga- 
ti\'e.  so  there  was  an  end  of  the  business.  In  an  hour  after,  the 
wind  hauled  round  more  to  the  S.  and  blew  a  gale,  with  thmi- 
dcr  and  lightning ;  so  it  w as  well  we  were  not  caught  in  the 
shoals  which  environ  the  entry  of  tliis  abomuiable  road.  At 
last  it  fixed  in  the  S.  W.  almost  the  very  worst  quarter  poan- 
blo,  wheiv,  it  has  i*emained  steadily  ever  since.  NottolosetiBW^ 
tiic  Admiral  sent  out  an  officer  w  itli  a  letter  addressed  to  Ad- 
miral Duncan,  but,  in  fact,  to  reconnoitre  tlie  enemy's  fimei 
Ue  returned  yesterday  with  a  ivport  that  Duncan's  fleet  is  of 
seventeen  sail  of  the  line,  including  two  or  three  three-deckiBi% 
which  is  ple:isant  It  is  decided  that  we  all  remain  on  board  flie 
Yr}iieid  and  take  our  chance,  which  is  very  brave  and  fooliib : 
for  there  is  no  manner  of  projiortion  between  the  good  to  be  ob- 
tained, and  the  hazard  to  be  run — a  rule  by  which  I  am  fend  la. 
examine  ciuestions.  If  General  Daendels  is  killed,  ou 
tion  will  bo  at  least  greatly  embarrassed,  and,  periiafs^  bil 
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tally  thereby ;  and  as  to  my  personal  concerns,  if  I  get  knocked 
on  the  head,  and  the  cxi)edition  does  not  take  place  after,  botii 
which  circumstances  are^  at  least,  probable,  what  will  become 
of  my  dearest  love  and  our  little  babies*  left  without  protection 
or  suppoi't  ?  I  cannot  bear  to  think  of  it  If  I  were  in  Iivland, 
once  fairly  landed,  and  that  I  were  killed,  tliey  would  be  taken 
care  of  by  my  country ;  but  here  I  have  no  such  consolation.  It 
is  teri'iblc  !  but  I  cannot  help  it  <*  Slave  !  I  have  set  my  life  up- 
"  on  the  castf  and  I  will  stand  the  hazard  of  the  die.**  With  all 
submission,  it  is  a  very  idle  point  of  honor  of  General  Daendels, 
but  it  is  determined,  so  there  is  an  end  of  it  One  tiling  more — 
If  we  should  hap^ien  to  be  taken,  the  re^st  will  be  prisoners  of 
war,  but  liow  will  it  be  with  me  in  that  case  ?  <<  C^cst  une  chose 
"  a  voir.**  We  shall  see.  Wi-ote  to  Genei'al  Hoche,  Lewines, 
and  my  wife.  Wind  still  S.  W.  Damn  it !  damn  it !  damn  it ! 
I  am,  to-day,  twenty-five  days  aboard,  and  at  a  time  when  twen- 
ty-five hours  are  of  importance.  Tliere  seems  to  be  a  fate  in 
this  business.  Five  weeks,  I  believe  six  weeks,  the  English  fleet 
was  paralyzed  by  the  mutinies  at  Portsmouth,  Plymouth,  and  the 
Nore.  The  sea  was  open,  and  nothing  to  prevent  both  the  Dutch 
and  French  fleets  to  put  to  sea.  Well,  notliing  was  ready ;  tliat 
precious  opportunity,  which  we  can  never  exi>ect  to  return,  was 
lost ;  and  now,  that,  at  last,  we  are  ready  here,  the  wind  is 
against  us,  the  mutiny  is  quelled,  and  we  are  sure  to  be  attack- 
ed by  a  superior  force.  At  Brest,  it  is,  I  fancy,  still  worse. 
Had  we  been  in  Ii'eland  at  the  moment  of  tlie  insurrection  at  the 
Nore,  we  should,  beyond  a  doubt,  have  had.  at  least,  tliat  fleet 
and  God  only  knows  the  influence  which  such  an  event  might 
have  had  on  the  whole  British  navy.  The  destiny  of  Europe 
might  have  been  changed  forever ;  but  as  I  have  already  said, 
that  great  occasion  is  lost,  and  we  must  now  do  as  well  as  we 
can.  "  Le  vin  est  tirif  ilfaut  le  boire** 

Jugttst  3,  4.  Wind  foul.  Proiiosed,  to-day,  to  the  Admiral, 
to  try  an  experiment  in  firing  shells  fi-om  the  lower- deck  guns. 
He  said  he  tiiought  it  would  not  answer,  but  tliat  he  would  try, 
notwithstanding.  J^ine  at  night,  tried  the  shell  witli  a  thirty- 
six  pounder,  and  found  it  answer  famously.  The  Admiral,  I 
fancy,  will  profit  of  this  circumstance,  in  case  of  an  action  with 
the  Engll^  and  I  am  in  hopes  it  will  produce  a  considerable 
eflfect 
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Augtiit  5.  This  morning  arrived  alfoafd  the  Yryheid, 
ry,  or  county  Down,  member  of  tlic  Executive  Committee*  waA 
John  Tcnnanty  of  Beirast  I  am  in  no  degree  delighted  with  Ike 
intelligence  which  they  bring.  The  persecution  in  Ireland  is  aft 
its  height,  and  tlie  ])eople  tliere,  seeing  no  prospect  of  aiioooiuv 
which  iias  been  so  long  proinisnl  to  them,  are  beginning  to  kae 
confidence  in  tliemst^lves,  and  tlieir  chiefs,  whom  thejr  alnaosfc 
suspect  of  deceiving  them.    I'hey  ground  tlieir  suspiciona  on  the 
girat  crisis  of  the  mutiny  being  sufTriTil  to  pass  by,  without  tiie 
Fi-cnch  Government  making  the  smallest  attempt  to  profit  of 
it^  and  1  can  hanlly  blame  them.     They  held  out  till  the  24tih 
of  June,  the  last  day  allowed  by  the  British  Government^  in  tiie 
proclamation  offering  a  general  pardon,  and,  that  day  being  ar- 
nved,  tiiey  have  almost  entiiTly  submitted,  and  taken  the  oslh 
of  allegiance ;  most  of  them  have,  likewise,  gi^-en  up  their  nrni% 
but  it  appears  that  tlie  number  of  fiirlocks  was  much  leas  than 
was  imagined.    In  conserjuence  of  all  this,  the  Executive 
mittec  has  doubled  its  efToi'ts.    M*Neven  was  despatched 
Dnblin  to  France,  and  sailed  frcun  Yarmouth  on  the  rtli  Jn|j{ 
of  course  he  is,  1  reckon,  long  before  this,  in  Paris.    Lowijf 
Tennant,  and  Baiiholomew  I'eeling,  came  together  to  Ham- 
burgh,  ^vhere  tliey  aiTiveil  about  a  fortnight  ago,  and  findiflg 
the  letter  I  wrote  t4)  my  sister,  acquainting  her  with  my  being 
here,  Teeling  immediaU^ly  sailed  for  Kngland,  and  I  ani  in 
hopes  he  will  get  back  safe,  in  which  case  his  arrival  will  fgn% 
courage  to  the  iieople ;  the  other  two  came  here*  All  this  is  veiy 
disagreeable,  but  in  fact,  the  matter  depends  upon  one  cirann- 
stance.    If  either  tlie  Dutch  or  tlie  Fix^nch  can  effectuate  a  land- 
ing, I  do  not  believe  the  present  submission  of  the  peo^  will 
prevent  their  doing  what  is  right;  and  if  no  landing  can  becfr 
fectuated,  no  part  iTmains  for  the  people  to  adopt,  but  anbmis- 
sion  or  flight.  By  what  Lowiy  and  Tennant  tell  me,  thereaeenM 
to  me  to  have  been  a  great  want  of  spirit  in  the  leaders  in  Dnk 
lin.    I  suspected  it  ver}'  much  from  Lewine^a  account,  tfaoof^  I 
saw  he  put  the  best  side  out :  but  now  I  am  sure  of  it    How- 
ever, I  did  not  say  so  to  them,  for  the  tiling  is  pasaedt  andcriti* 
cising  it  will  do  no  goofi,  but  tlie  reverse.     The  people  hnvo 
been  urgent  more  than  once  to  begin,  and,  at  one  tioM^  ci^t 
hundrefl  of  the  garrison  offered  to  give  up  the  barracks  of  IMb- 
lin,  if  the  leadoi-s  would  only  give  the  signal;  tiic  mHitin 
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almost  to  a  man  gained  over,  and  numbers  of  these  poor  fe]lo«-8 
have  Tallen  i icttmH  in  consctjuenre.  It  is  hard  to  .judge  at  this 
distance,  but  it  sccm.1  to  me  to  have  been  an  unpardonable  weak- 
ness, if  not  downright  cowardice,  to  let  such  an  occasion  slip. 
Witit  eight  hundred  of  the  garrison,  and  the  barracks  to  begin 
with,  iu  an  hour  they  would  have  had  the  whole  capital,  and  by 
a^ing  the  persons  of  half  a  dozen  individuals,  paralyzed  the 
whole  Government,  and,  in  my  opinion,  accomplished  the  whole 
revolution  by  a  single  proclamation.  But,  as  I  said  already, 
it  is  hard  to  judge  at  a  distance.  Keogb,  I  know,  is  not  fit  for 
a  "  coup  de  main  ;"  he  has  got,  as  Lewines  tells  mc,  M'Cormick 
latterly  into  his  hands,  and  besides,  Dick  is  now  past  the  age  aS 
adventure.  I  am  surprized  that  Emmet  did  not  show  mor« 
energy,  because  I  know  he  is  as  brave  as  Ciesar  of  bis  person. 
It  seems  to  mc  to  have  been  such  an  occasion  missed  as  we  can 
liardly  expect  to  see  return.  Lowry  and  Tennant  say  there  are 
BOW  at  least  80,000  men  in  Ireland,  of  British  troops,  includ- 
ing the  militia  and  yeomanry  corps,  who.  together,  may  make 
35,000 ;  but  in  this  account  I  am  sure  tlicre  is  great  exaggera- 
tion :  for  tliey  spoke  very  much  by  guess,  and  a  number  tliat  it 
guessed,  as  Johnson  remarks,  is  always  exaggerated.  I  sup- 
pose, however,  there  may  be  50,  or  perhaps  55,000,  of  all  kinds, 
and  it  is  not  that  force^  compnacd  as  I  know  it  is,  that  would 
make  me  despair  of  success,  if  we  could  once  get  out  of  tliia 
damned  hole,  of  which  1  see  no  sign  ;  and,  to  comfort  me  still 
more,  I  learn  that,  in  general,  the  \vesterly  winds,  which  lock 
OS  ap,  prevail  during  tlic  whole  of  tliis  montli,  befiire  Uicend  of 
which  time,  we  shall  have  eaten  up  our  provisions,  and  probably 
be  encumbered  with  ^ck:  for  it  can  hardly  be  supposed  the 
troops  will  keep  their  health  so  long,  cooped  up  as  they  are  in 
transports,  where  they  are  packed  like  herrings.  Add  to  tliis, 
fliecbMiceof  a  peace  being  concluded  witli  England,  and  I 
(bink  I  am  not  too  gloomy  in  saying  that  notlitng  can  well  be 
more  unpromising  tlian  the  appearance  of  tilings  to-day.  I  have 
made  out  a  list  of  Duncan's  fleet,  from  Steel's  list  of  the  nai-y, 
and  I  see  be  has  two  sliips  of  98,  two  of  80,  two  of  74,  eight  of 
64,  ftod  three  ctf  50  guna,  besides  frigates.  ll\'ind  still  foul,  viz. 

w.  s.  w. 

.litest  G.  7.  8.  Vi'm]  foul.  Wc  have  tiow  lifn  detained  here 
so  long,  that  our  huiK's  of  undertaking  1!ie  esjuiliiion  totlf 
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arc  beginning  exceedingly  to  i-elax>  and  I  more  than  suspect  ttii 
General  is  speculating  on  one  elsewhere,  for  I  have  remariud 
him,  witliin  these  thi*ee  days,  frequently  examining  a  map  of 
England,  particularly  the  eastern  coast,  about  Yarmouth,  and  h» 
has  asked  nie  sevei*al  questions  which  lead  tliat  way.  As  Lowry 
and  Tennant  travelled  that  road  very  lately,  I  learn  fh>m  thcB' 
that  tliere  are  few  or  no  troops  on  tiiat  coast,  except  a  small 
camp  at  Ipswich,  about  iialf  way,  or  sixty-nine  miles,  to  London. 
In  conse(|uence,  last  night  when  the  Greneral  and  I  were  walk* 
ing  alone  on  tlie  quarter  deck,  and  cursing  tlie  wind,  be  began 
to  mention  his  a]>prehensions  on  tlie  score  of  our  provisions 
running  short,  as  well  as  the  danger  of  attempting  the  passags 
noKh  about  so  lata  in  the  season,  and  he  began  to  moot  again  the 
point  about  Yarmouth.    1  said,  that  if,  unfortunately,  we  wa« 
detained  so  far  in  tlie  season  as  to  render  the  Irish  expedition 
utterly  impracticable,  it  was,  undoubtedly,  desirable  to  do  some- 
tliing  in  England,  as  well  for  the  glory  of  the  Dutch  annsy  aa 
that  all  tlie  expense  hitlierto  incun*ed  in  the  affair,  might  not  be 
lost   Tliat,  in  that  case,  my  idea  was,  to  run  over  to  the  Eng- 
lish coast  and  debark  the  army,  not  at  Yarmouth,  but  at  Har>' 
wich,  or  neuHT  London,  if  possible ;  to  carry  nothing  witb  ns 
but  bread  Tor  six  days,  and  ammunition  ;  to  make  a  desp^rafa 
plunge,  by  foired  mairlics,  for  tlie  ca]>ital,   where  I  did  not 
consider  it  ini]K)ssible  to  arrive,  before  the  enemy  could  be  in 
sufficient  rt)rce  Ui  op])ase  us,  snpiM>sing  the  eastern  coast  to  be 
as  untnniishcd  of  tiH>ops  as  Lowry  and  Tennant  had  represent- 
ed. Tliat,  it'  we  wei'e  once  thei*e,  wo  might  defy  all  the  finroeof 
England  :  Tor,  if  they  were  assembled  to  the  number  of  100»000 
in  Ilyde  Pai*k,  we  could,  at  all  times,  make  conditions*  1^^ 
tlirealening,  in  case  they  drove  us  to  extremity,  to  set  firs  to 
tbe  city,  at  the  four  cornei*s,  and  defend  ourselves  afterwuds 
to  the  List  man  ;  that  I  had  no  doubt,  but,  with  such  a  pledge  in 
our  hands,  we  might  make  our  own  terms;  and  I  dwelt  n 
good  deal,  I  cannot  say  with  any  great  success,  on  the  glory  of 
such  a  desi>eratc  enterprise,  if  we  had  the  good  fortune  to  snc- 
ceed,  whidi  seemed  to  me,  though  very  fiir  from  oertainy  yet  at 
least  so  ]K>ssible  as  to  deserve  serious  consideration.  I  mentiMMI- 
ed  likewise,  as  a  subordinate  circumstance^  that^  if  we 
reached  London,  we  should,  to  a  certainty,  find  a  strong 
ibrcement,  inasmuch  as  a  large  portion  of  the  moby  and 
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Tciy  desperate  fellows,  consisted  of  Irishmen,  to  the  amount 
of  many  thousands,  who,  I  was  sure,  would  desire  nothing 
more  than  to  have  their  will  of  tlie  English.  All  these  ail- 
ments acemcd,  liowever,  to  make  no  great  impression  on  Daen- 
dels,  who  atlll  recurred  to  his  Yarmouth  scheme.  He  seems 
to  me  to  expect  some  co-operation  there,  on  what  grounds  I 
know  not ;  but  I  fancy  he  will  find  himself  cgregiously  deceived. 
If  any  thing  can  be  done  in  England,  it  must  be,  in  my  mind, 
by  a  "coi^demain,"  whereas,  ho  talks  of  maintaining  himself 
for  sometime  in  the  country,  which,  with  14,000  men,  Is  flat 
nonsense.  He  asked  mc,  if  he  were  to  land  on  the  eastern  coaa^ 
woulii  it  not  be  possible  for  any  of  tlie  Irish  to  effectuate  a  land- 
ing on  the  other  side,  cross  the  country  and  join  him — when  he 
would  give  tfaem  arms  ?  To  this  most  extravagant  of  all  ques- 
tions, I  contented  myself  witii  declaiing.  gravely,  that  I  looked 
■pon  it  as  impracticable.  To  be  sure  it  is  most  egregious  non- 
•enso  to  suppose,  for  an  instant,  that  such  a  measure  could,  by 
any  possibili^,  be  executed  by  a  body  of  unarmed  men,  without 
a  single  ship  prepared  to  carry  them  over.  Far  from  invading 
England,  I  wish  to  heaven  they  were  able  to  take  the  field  in 
tiieir  own  country.  I  cannot  conceive  how  such  a  wild  ides 
could,  for  a  moment,  enter  Daendel's  head ;  yet  he  seemed  tii 
be  in  earnest  To  return  to  my  scheme.  I  think  timt  Charles 
XII.  with  14,000  men,  would  execute  it,  supposing  he  could 
eSffectuate  tlie  landing ;  but  I  readily  admit  that  it  requires  much 
such  a  head  and  heart  as  his  to  attempt  such  an  enterprize.  Ccr- 
tun  it  is,  thatwewillnottry  it.  Daendeis*  answer  at  length  was, 
titat  be  was  of  opinion  that  tlie  Dutch  Government  would  not 
OODBCnt  to  it,  and  that,  even  if  they  did,  it  would  require  too 
siucb  time,  as  lie  must.  In  that  case,  new  model  the  army,  which 
I  do  Dot  understand.  I  think  Uoche,  with  15,000  French  gre- 
Mditn,  would  effectuate  it,  but  for  the  Dutch  I  cannot  pretend 
to  aay ;  it  seems  to  me,  liowever,  at  least  possible.  From  Har- 
wich to  Limdon,  tlic  distance  is  but  seventy-two  miles,  which 
could  be  made  by  forced  marches  in  threcdays,  supposing  we  had 
borsea  to  draw  the  artillery,  which,  in  that  case,  we  must  bring 
vidi  oa.  But  this  is  raving,  for  the  thing  will  not  be  done ;  so 
there  is  an  end  of  it 

Jugvst  9.  This  morning,  the  General.  LowTy.  Tenniinl,  and 
Biysrif,  took  a  walk  ashore  for  a  couple  of  lioiir^.  He  rxandllMB 


■•/"L 


438  JOURNAL  OF  AUGUST,  1797. 

them  particulai'ly  as  to  what  tiiey  knew  of  the  state  of  flie  pi^ 
lie  mind  in  Scotland,  and  the  possibility  of  meeting  support 
from  tiie  patriots  in  that  country,  in  case  the  expedition  to  Ii«> 
land  were  so  long  delaycfl  as  to  bociime  impracticable^  and  ttift 
he  should  deride,  in  consequence*  to  try  an  attack  on  Bootland. 
They  answere<l  him  ver}'  rationally:  it  seems  emissaries  Imvi 
been  sent  fi*oni  tlie  norUi  of  Ii*eland  to  tliat  country^  to  propa 
giite  tlie  system  of  the  Unites!  Irislimen,  and  tliat  tliey  hnve^  ti 
a  certain  dcgi*ee,  succt*c(led  in  some  of  tlic  principal  nianirfac* 
tunng  towns,  such  as  Paisley  and  Glasgow,  wliere  societies 
already  organized,  and,  by  tlie  last  accounts,  they  had 
advanced  so  far  as  to  have  fomie^l  a  pmvincial  committee ; 
iTrthelcss.  they  obsen  ed  that  these  farts  rested  on  the  veracity 
of  the  agents  sent  from  the  north,  tiie  Scotch  having  sent 
of  tlieir  body  in  ivtiuni ;  that  they  cotdd  notpiTtcnd  to  say 
ther  Uie  Scoti*h  ]iatriots  wei-e  np  to  such  a  decided  par^  aa  to 
take  arms  in  casi*.  of  an  invasion,  but  their  opinion  father  wai^ 
that  t!iey  weit;  not  so  far  advanced.  As  to  tlie  possibility  of 
assistance  from  lirltmd,  on  which  head  Daendels  examined  them 
pi*etty  clasely,  they  wei-e  decidedly  of  opinion  timt  it  vaa  at- 
terly  impracticahle,  and  not  to  be  tlimight  of.  Certainly,  it  is  a 
most  extravagant  exi>c:  tation.  After  discussing  the  qoeatloB 
fully,  we  parted,  the  General  returning  aboard  the  Vryluidy  and 
JLowry.  Tennant,  and  I,  setting  off  lor  the  Tesel,  where  tligr 
aro  tolerably  Imlged  in  a  little  village.  Wc  walked  over  a  groat 
part  of  the  island,  which  is,  by  natuiT,  one  of  the  roost  barmy 
uncomfortable  spots  that  can  be  imagined  ;  but  such  are  the  bk^ 
conceivable  efforts  of  liberty  and  gcMNi  government,  thattiua  un- 
grateful soil  is  in  a  gi*eat  dogi*ee  reclaimed,  enclosed,  and  drain- 
e<i,  covered  with  flocks  and  herds,  filled  with  neat  and  mag 
dwellnigs.  and  snp]K)rting  five  little  towns,  which  are  beautiial 
in  tlieir  kind.  Tlie  po|mlation  is  inconceivable  for  the  cxftai^ 
and  tlie  peasants  all  well  fed  and  dotlicd.  I  thought  of  Ireland 
a  tliousund  times,  with  her  adniii*able  soil  and  climatSy  and  tta 
rast  advantages  wliicli  nature  has  showered  down  upon  her*  asA 
which  arc  all  blasied  by  the  malignant  influence  of  her 
ble  govcrnmenti  till  my  blood  boiled  within  me  with  rage 
vexation.  Well,  I  cannot  help  it,  so  let  me  tliinknonMm^ir 
po&siblcy  on  that  melancholy  subject. 
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August  10,  1 1.  Passed  two  days  very  agreeably  with  Lowry 
and  Tennant,  and  then  retumetl  on  lumrd.  They  are  a  couple 
of  fine  lads,  especially  LowTy,  whom  I  like  extremely.  I  think 
lie  will  make  a  figure,  if  ever  we  have  the  good  fortune  to  reach 
our  own  country. 

JIuguBt  1 3.  llie  General  has  been  making  an  excursion  ashore 
and  is  not  yet  returned.   The  wind  is  as  foul  as  ever,  and  I  be- 
gin fairiy  to  desiiair  of  our  enteriirise.   To-niglit  Admiral  De- 
winter  took  me  into  secret  and  told  me  lie  had  prepared  a  me- 
morial to  his  Government,  stating  that  the  design  originally 
was  to  be  ready  for  tlie  beginning  of  July,  and  that  every  thing 
was,  in  consequence^  embarked  by  the  9tli ;  that  the  Englisli 
fleet  at  tliat  time  cx)nsisted,  at  tlie  very  most,  of  thirteen  sail  of 
the  line,  which  could  not  make  any  effectual  ojqiosition ;  tliat 
contrary  winds  having  prevailed  ever  since,  witliout  an  hour's 
intermission,  the  enemy  had  had  time  to  reinforce  himself  to  tlie 
number  of  seventeen  sail  of  the  lino^  so  tliat  he  had  now  a  supe- 
riority in  force  over  the  Dutch  fleet,  which,  of  course,  rendered 
the  issue  of  an  engagement,  to  a  certain  degree,  doubtfiil ;  that, 
by  this  unforeseen  delay,  which  might,  and  probably  would,  con- 
tinue still  longer,  a  g^reat  additional  consumption  of  provisions 
had  taken  place,  so  that,  in  a  very  few  days,  tliere  would  be 
barely  sufficient  for  the  voyage   north  about;  tliat  the  sea- 
son was  now  rapidly  passing  away,  and,  if  the  foul  wind  con- 
tinued a  fortnight  longer,  the  voyage  would  become  highly 
dangerous,  if  not  utterly  impracticable,  with  a  fleet  encumbered 
with  so  many  transports,  and  amounting  to  near  seventy  sail,  of 
all  kinds ;  and  that,  in  conse(|uence,  even  a  successful  action  with 
the  English  would  not  ensure  the  success  of  the  enterprise, 
which  the  very  season  would  render  impracticable ;  that,  for 
all  Ihese  reasons,  his  opinion  was,  tliat  the  present  plan  was  no 
longer  advisable,  and,  in  consequence,  he  proposed  that  it  should 
be  industriously  published  tliat  the  expedition  was  given  up ; 
that  the  troops  should  be  disembarked,  except  from  2,500  to 
8,000  men,  of  the  elite  of  the  army,  who,  with  twenty  or  thirty 
piecea  of  artillery,  and  all  the  arms  and  ammunition,  should 
remain  on  board  the  frigates,  and  one  or  two  of  tlie  fastest  sail- 
ing transports ;  that,  as  the  vigilance  of  the  enemy  would  pro- 
bably be  relaxed  in  consequence,  this  flotilla  should  profit  of 
the  first  bvorable  moment  to  put  to  sea  and  push  for  their  ori- 
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ginal  destiiiationf  where  they  should  land  the  mfm,  armsy  anl 
artillery,  and  he  would  charge  iiimself  wifli  the  execotioB  of 
this  plan ;  that»  by  this  means,  even  if  they  failed,  the  BepafaGe 
would  be  at  no  very  great  loss,  and,  if  they  succeeded,  amrt 
gain  exceedingly :  that  she  would  preserve  her  grand  fleelf 
which  was  now  her  last  stake,  and*  during  the  winter,  would  ht 
able  to  augment  it,  so  as  to  open  the  next  campaign,  in  gim 
peace  was  not  made  during  tte  winter,  wifli  twenty  anil  of  tlM 
line  in  the  North  sea,  whereas,  on  the  present  aystem,  to  tlM 
execution  of  which  were  opposed  the  superiority  of  tbe 
extra  consumption  of  provisions,  and,  especially,  the  lal 
of  the  season,  a  succeMiful  engagement  at  sea  would  not 
the  success  of  the  measure,  and  an  unsuccessful  oa^  by  ndning 
the  fleet,  would  render  it  impossible  for  the  Republic  to  noorav 
for  a  long  time  at  least,  the  blow.  Tliese  are,  nMMt  ccrtaii^f 
very  strong  reasons,  and,  unfortunately,  tlie  wind  gives  tbeniy 
every  hour,  fresh  weiglit  I  answered,  fliat  I  did  not  see  at  pre- 
sent any  solid  objection  to  propose  to  his  system ;  and  tiiat  ail  I 
had  to  say  was,  tliat,  if  the  Batavian  Republic  sent  but  a  cor- 
poral's guard  to  Ireland,  I  was  ready  to  make  one.  So  here  is 
our  expedition  in  a  hopcfid  way.  It  is  most  terrible.  Twke^ 
within  nine  months,  has  England  been  saved  by  the  wind.  It 
seems  as  if  the  very  elements  had  conspired  to  perpetuate  oar 
slavery  and  protect  tlic  insolence  and  oppression  of  our  tynvtb 
Wiiat  can  I  do  at  this  moment  ?  Notiiing.  The  pO(^e  of  lie- 
land  will  now  lose  all  spirit  and  confidence  in  themaclvea  and 
their  chiefs,  and  God  only  knows  whctlicr,  if  we  were  even  nUn 
to  cfTccti^atc  a  laiuling  with  3,000  men,  they  might  act  witt 
courage  and  decision.  I  hope  they  would,  and  believe  it ;  yet^  after 
ail,  it  is  uncei-tain,  their  hopes  have  been  so  c^fben  deceive^ 
and  they  have  suffered  such  a  dreadful  persecution  in  conse- 
quence of  what  tliey  have  already  done  in  this  busineea ;  yelf 
tiicir  suBerings  must  have  only  still  more  exasperated  flicir' 
minds,  and  I  cannot  suppose  tliat,  if  tliey  saw  the  arms,  tlMj 
would  not  instantly  seize  and  turn  them  on  their  opprrosorfc 
I  cannot  doubt  it  At  all  events,  w^  should  at  least  know  tte 
worst,  and,  if  tliey  had  not  courage  to  assert  thdr  liberty,  fliegf 
deserve  to  suffer  tlieir  present  slavery  and  degradation  B«t 
once  again,  I  do  not  believe  it  I  shall,  in  conae^ oenoe^  as  fiv 
as  in  me  liesi  support  the  Admiral's  plan,  the  mocc^  ttlit  bk  I 
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aee  now,  our  only  resource,  and  feeble  as  it  is,  it  is  still  better 
than  nothing.  We  must  now  begin,  if  at  all,  like  the  French  in 
La  Vendee.  Well,  we  have  a  good  cause,  and  they  had  a  bad 
one ;  wc  are  tiie  I'eople,  and  they  were  but  a  faction  of  two  pro- 
vinces ;  we  have  powerful  means,  and,  on  the  present  plan,  we 
must  use  them,  all.  All  things  considered,  I  do  not  know  but 
there  is  something  in  the  proposed  expedition,  more  analogous 
to  my  disposition  and  habits  of  thinking ;  which  is  a  confession* 
on  my  part,  more  honest  than  wise ;  for  I  feel  very  sensibly 
that  there  is  no  conraion  sense  in  it ;  but,  after  all,  it  is  my  dis- 
position, and  I  cannot  help  it  I  am  growing  utterly  desperate, 
and  there  are  times  in  which  I  would  almost  wish  for  deatii,  if  it 
were  not  for  the  consideration  of  my  wife  and  my  darling  little 
babies,  who  depend  for  their  existence  upon  mine.  God  Almighty 
fivever  bless  them !  But  this  is  a  subject  on  which  I  must  not 
think.    Let  me  quit  it  here. 

Jhiguii  13.  The  General  returned  last  night  from  his  excur- 
sion, and  this  morning  he  mentioned  to  me  the  AdmiraPs  plan, 
in  which  he  said  lie  did  mo*  well  see  his  way,  and  was  proceed- 
ing to  give  nie  his  reasons,  when  we  were  interrupted  by  Gene- 
ral Dumonceau,  our  second  in  command,  and  a  heap  of  officers, 
who  broke  up  our  conversation.  When  he  renews  it.  I  will  sup- 
port Dewinter's  plan,  as  far  as  I  am  able.  The  wind  is  as  foul 
as  ever,  viz:  S.  W.;  in  or  near  which  point  it  has  now  continued 
thirty-six  days  that  I  am  aboard,  viz :  since  the  8tii  of  July 
last  (At  night:)  Tlie  General  and  I  have  been  poring  over  the 
nap  of  England,  and  he  has  been  mooting  a  jdan,  which,  in  my 
■und.  Is  flat  nonsense,  viz :  to  land  at  or  near  Lynn,  in  Lincoln- 
shire, with  his  14,000  men,  where  ho  thinks  he  could  maintain 
Mmsdf  until  the  fleet  could  return  and  bring  him  a  reinfcMrement 
of  as  many  more,  and  then  march  upon  London  and  stand  a 
battle.  It  is  hardly  worth  while  combating  a  scheme  wliich  will 
certainly  ne^'er  be  adopted ;  it  is  sufficient  to  observe,  that  his 
plan  necessarily  includes  that  he  must  be  absolute  master  of  the 
sea,  during  the  whole  time  necessary  for  its  execution,  which, 
without  going  further,  is  saying  enough.  Besides,  I  presume 
it  is  hardly  to  be  expected  tiiat,  with  even  28,000  men,  sup- 
poring  he  had  horses  to  mount  his  cavalry  and  draw  his  artil- 
lery, which  he  would  not  have,  that  he  would  be  able  to  force 
his  way  throngh  an  enemy's  country  for  above  one  hundred  miles. 


436  JOURNAL  OF  AUGUST,  ir97. 

who  ^AtNilcl  have  time  more  tlian  sufficient  to  oolkct  his  SaroB^ 
and  make  tiic  nccessai*y  di8|Mi»itions  to  give  lum  a  warm  reoip' 
tion.  But  it  is  unnecessary  to  combat  tiiis  idea*  becaiuw^  at  I 
have  said  already*  it  will  never  be  attempted ;  so  let  it  lie  tbaic 
JiugHii  14.  The  General  Ls  gone  off*  again,  on  a  party  of  pkft- 
Kure  to  North  Holland,  lie  iii\ited  me  to  accompany  himf  bstf 
have  no  stomacli  Tor  pleasure  or  enjoyment  of  any  kindf  so  1  ra- 
fused,  and  set  ofT  for  the  Texel  to  see  Lowry  and  Tennant,  and 
talk  over  the  Admiral's  new  plan,  in  order  to  liave  their opiniiMi 
therruiMin.  After  dinner  wc  walked  out  to  a  pretty  little  ianSf 
about  hair  a  mile  from  the  town,  where  tliey  are  lodged,  and  lat 
down  on  a  hill(x*k,  whei-c  we  had  a  view  of  the  fleet  riding  at  aa* 
chor  below.  1  ihen  told  them  tliat  I  looked  upon  our  expeditioBy 
on  the  piTsent  scale,  as  given  up.  and  I  stated  tlic  reasons  aaaigiH 
e<l  by  Dew  inter,  and  which  ai*o  unanswerable.  I  then  commnat* 
rated  his  plan,  and  desii*ed  their  aflvice  and  opinion  on  the  iH^ok^ 
and  esiHTially  as  to  tlie  material  fact,  whetlier  they  thoii|^  tte 
people  would  join  us,  if  tliey  saw  no  more  than  3,000  meik 
After  a  long  ccmsultiition,  their  opinion,  finally,  was,  that  flue 
scheme  was  practicable,  but  difficult,  ]|nd  that,  by  great  exer- 
tions and  hazai-ds  on  the  ]mrt  of  tlieir  chiefs,  the  peqile  might 
be  bi-ought  fonvard  :  but  that  for  tliat,  it  was  indisiiensable  that 
the  landing  should  be  effected  in  the  counties  of  Down  or  As- 
trim,  but  es]iecially  the  former,  wIicit  there  were,  in  June  las^ 
twenty -four  regiments  ofa  tliousand  men  eacli,  ready  organiaed^ 
with  all  their  oOicei*s  and  sub-oflicei-s.  They  mentioned,  at  Aa 
same  time,  that,  if  the  expedition  had  taken  place  three  mcmtba 
ago  with  five  luiiidn*d  men,  it  could  not  have  failed  of  success; 
but  that  public  spirit  was  exceedingly  gone  back  in  thattinM^ 
and  a  great  number  of  tiie  mast  active  and  useful  chieb  were 
eitlier  in  prison,  or  exile,  which  would  considerably  increase 
the  difficulty  of  carr>  ing  the  present  system  into  execution.  I 
saw  tliey  were  a  g(M)d  deal  dejected  by  the  change  of  the  plaoy 
and  conse(|Ucnt  diminution  of  our  means,  and  did  my  best  ts 
encourage  tluMn.  At  htst  we  all  got  into  better  spirits,  consoling 
ourselves  with  the  inflection,  that,  if  we  succeeded  with  so  slen- 
der a  force,  the  gloi'y  of  our  success  would  be  tlio  greater,  and  if 
we  failed,  there  would  be  the  less  iTason  to  reproach  us.  We 
ugi-eed  that  we  should  be,  at  our  landing,  in  the  case  of  men  who 
have  burned  tlieir  sliips — that  we  hud  no  retreat,  but  must  coB- 
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ijucr  or  die ;  and  we  counted  a  good  deal^  and  I  think  with  rea- 
sont  on  the  spirit  of  enthusiasm  which  we  would  be  able  to  raise 
in  the  people.  We  likewifie  agreed,  that  we  would  stop  at  no 
means,  necessary  to  ensure  our  success,  ratlicr  than  turn  back 
one  inch  from  our  purpose.  After  this  discussion,  we  returned 
to  the  inn,  where  we  supped,  and,  after  divers  loyal  and  con- 
stitutional toasts,  retired  to  bed  at  a  very  late  hour. 

August  15.  As  it  will  require  from  tliree  weeks  to  a  month, 
to  arrange  matters  for  tlie  expedition  on  tiie  present  plan,  Lowry 
and  Tennant  have  determined  to  go  on  to  the  Hague,  and  if  they 
have  time,  to  Paris,  in  order  to  see  Mac  Neven  and  Lewines, 
and  to  join  with  them  in  endeavoring  to  procure  assistance  from 
France ;  and  especially,  if  possible,  to  obtain  a  small  armament 
to  co-oporatc  witli  that  from  tlie  Texel,  and  which,  by  spreading 
the  alai*m,  and  distracting  the  attention  of  the  enemy,  must 
produce  tlie  most  beneficial  effects.  It  is  likewise  their  wish 
that  I  should  accompany  them,  and  if  I  had  the  time  and  money 
to  spare,  I  should  like  it  well  enough,  and  I  tliink  it  might  do 
good*  In  consequence,  it  was  determined  this  morning,  that  I 
should  return  immediately  aboard  tlieVrylicid,  and  propose  tlic 
measure  to  Admii-al  Do  winter.  I  rotumed  accordingly,  but  the 
Admiral  was  not  on  board.  At  my  airival,  I  found  three  fri- 
gates and  four  armed  brigs  just  getting  under  weigh,  which 
surprised  me  a  little.  Late  in  tlie  evening  tiie  Admiral  rotumed, 
and  I  told  him  of  our  project,  which  he  ajqiroved  highly,  and 
will  give  Lowry  and  Tennant  letters  of  introduction  to  the 
Dutch  Government  I  said  nothing  of  my  going  until  I  see  the 
General,  who  is  not  yet  returned  from  his  party.  De^intei* 
told  me,  that  tlie  English  frigates  having  approached  vciy  near 
flie  road,  and  stopped  two  or  tliree  neutral  vessels  laden  with 
timber,  he  had  ordered  out  a  flotilla  to  the  entry  of  the  road, 
partly  to  protect  tiie  commerce,  and  partly  to  give  tlie  change 
to  the  enemy  on  tlie  subject  of  our  present  plan,  by  habituating 
them  to  sec  the  frigates  going  out  and  in ;  his  order  being,  that 
they  should  never  hazard  an  action.  He  has  not  yet  received 
the  answer  of  the  Dutch  Government  to  his  plan.  Grasveldt, 
who  came  aboard  the  Vi*}  lieid,  asked  me  what  I  tliouglit  of  it. 
I  answered  tliat,  undoubtedly,  tliere  was  not  an  equal  certainly 
of  moGCSHy  with  our  meaits  so  mutilated,  as  on  the  original  plan  t 
but  that,  nn'ertheless,  there  was  such  a  probability  as,  comparing 
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the  object  with  the  risky  ought  to  decide  the  GorerniBeHl  li 
try  the  enteriirize.  and  that  such  was  also  the  opiiuoii  of  my  twa 
fKcnds.  Grasvcldt  upon  tiiis  wrote  a  letteTf  (I  preamiM  to  ttt 
Committee  for  Foreign  Affairs, )  in/oror  of  Dewintei^s  phk 
I  should  iiave  observed  in  its  place,  that  Ihe  Gencralf  when  It 
was  setting  oflT  yestei'day  morning,  told  me  that  he  was  rttijf 
on  his  iKirt^  to  undertake  the  command  with  2,500  meB,  |n» 
\ided  he  saw  such  a  pi'obability  as  would  acquit  him  in  tteejci 
i^  the  world  or  downright  insanity,  in  throwing  away  himadf 
and  his  army :  and  that,  in  consequence,  he  would  rapport  tta 
Admirers  plan.  We  must  now  wait,  to  see  flie  answer  €f  Ae 
Dutrli  Government :  and«  for  that  reason,  I  wish  we  wen  al 
tlii*re  at  the  Ilague :  perhaps  our  opinion  might  decide 

.^npist  16.  Went  to  the  Texel  to  see  Lowiy  and 
and  siicnt  the  day. 

•jfficriis/ 17.  We  all  tlii*ec  came  aboard  the  Vryheid,  in 
to  settle  abotit  our  journey  to  the  Hague,  and  on  our  srrival 
found  things  as  unpleasantly  situated  as  possible.  I  see  dearij 
llierr  is  a  coolness  pretty  far  ailvanced  between  the  Adrntral  and 
the  General,  whose  manner  towaitls  each  other  is  maitod  wtt 
a  manifest  dryness  wliirli  bodes  no  good.  The  General  waa  tit 
lirst  who  spoke  to  me.  lie  said,  tliat  with  4,000  men,  vis :  Ibar 
battalions  of  yagers.  2.  DOG ;  two  battalions  of  grenadierSy  1»S00; 
two  squadrons  of  hussars,  400 ;  a  company  of  light  artOkiji 
150:  artillerists,  100;  and  officers  of  tlic  Etat  Miyor»  50^  In 
would  undertake  the  enterprise,  but  not  with  less;  tiia^  if  Irii 
Government  onleivd  liim,  he  wcmld  go  with  one  battaJioiiy  Wt 
would  give  his  opinion,  decidedly,  against  trying  the  meaaara 
witli  less  tlian  4.000  men.  I  replied  that,  undoubtedly,' ttelMA 
Govemment  would  be  decided,  witli  regard  to  a  military  npawh 
f  ion,  by  liLs  opinion,  which  must  necessai*ily  inAuenoe  ttnirtL  I 
then  addressed  myself  to  tlie  Admiral,  to  whom  I  oommmdcaM 
what  tlic  (veneml  had  said,  witii  regard  to  the  number  of  traQ|B 
which  he  thought  indisiiensable.  The  Admiral  answnmd  aimn^ 
that  it  was  impossible,  and  tliat  2, 500  was  the  very  ntmoal  ttal 
he  would  undertake  to  transport ;  and  tliat  even  tiiat  fbron  wmU 
I'oquire  eighteen  sail  to  car>'  them,  viz :  six  frigatea,  which  nrigtt 
carry  600  men ;  six  large  transports,  1800»  and  tiw 
100,  in  six  luggers  and  cutters.  I  think  fliia  calcnlatiml 
reasonable.  At  Brest  wc  had  350  men  on  board  of  eacb  Afgillk 
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Wkiereas  Dewinter  allows  but  100;  certainly*  they  might  carry 
MO  each.  The  Admiral  also  objected  to  tlie  hussars,  as  being 
unnecessary,  and  requiring  too  much  room  for  their  baggage ; 
in  which  I  by  no  means  agree  with  him.  In  short,  our  expedi- 
tion seems  now,  independent  of  all  other  reasons,  to  be  aground 
«!  the  same  shoal  where  so  many  others  have  been  shipwrecked ; 
I  mean  the  disagreement  between  the  land  and  sea  service,  about 
which  I  can  no  longer  doubt    It  is  pleasant ! 

Jhiguit  18.  This  morning  we  have  had  the  same  scene  re<* 
peated,  which  has  happened  to  us  once  or  twice  already.  At 
four  or  five  in  the  morning,  the  wind  came  round  to  the  east ; 
ihe  signal  was  given  to  prepare  to  get  under  weigh,  ttie  cap^ 
stem  was  manned,  one  anchor  heaved,  and  tlie  other  hove  short 
to  be  ready  for  the  tide ;  the  Admiral  and  (general  prepared  tlieir 
despatches,  and  I  wrote  to  my  wife.  At  nine,  at  length,  the 
wind  slackened,  and  at  ten  came  round  to  the  old  point,  S.  W., 
where  it  stuck ;  so,  there  was  an  end  of  the  business.  I  have  been 
80  often  and  so  long  disappointed,  that  I  am  now  used  toit ;  I,, 
therefore,  bore  this  very  quietly.  To  console  me,  I  received  a 
letter  from  my  wife,  which  gave  me  unspeakable  satisfaction^ 
Thank  God,  she  is  well,  and  my  poor  little  babies.  May  God 
Almighty  bless  them  all ! 

Jhigust  19,  20.  Yesterday  morning  the  General  and  Gras* 
vddt  set  offfor  the  Hague  in  one  carriage,  and  Lowry,  Tennant, 
and  I,  in  another.  We  arrived  safe  this  evening,  per  varios  easnSf 
per  iot  diMcrimina  rerum. 

Jiugust  21.  Breakfisisted  with  the  GeneraL  He  told  me,  in 
the  first  place,  that  the  Gk>vemment  liad  rejected  the  plan  pro- 
posed by  the  Admiral,  viz :  to  transport  2,500  men,  and  the 
arms,  stores,  and  ammunition,  and  had  determined  to  persist  in 
tkeir  original  design ;  that,  however,  in  consideration  of  the 
iatfitteas  of  the  season,  he  had  prepared  a  memorial,  which  he 
showed  me,  for  a  new  arrangement,  which  is  siioHly  tliis :  To 
sail  out  and  fight  Admu-al  Duncan.  If  the  issue  of  the  battle  bt 
fiftvoraUe^  to  pass  over  immediately  15,000  men,  or  as  many 
moreaa  wo  can  send,  in  every  tiling  tiiat  will  swim,  to  Scotland ; 
to  aein^  in  the  first  instance,  on  Edinburgh,  and  march  right 
an  Olaagowy  taking  every  possible  means  to  alarm  the  enemy 
widi  the  idea  that  we  meant  tu  penetrate  by  tlic  Nortli  of  Kng- 
hnd^  wUdi  in  to  be  done  by  detaching  flying  parties,  making 
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requisitions,  &c.  on  that  side ;  to  maintain  oundm^  mean  Umitg 
behind  the  canal  wliirh  joins  the  Frith  of  ForA  to  tbb  C^ydb^ 
having  our  right  at  Dumbarton  and  our  kit  at  Falkirk,  as 
as  I  can  remember,  for  I  liave  not,  at  prr«ient,  either  ibit 
or  the  memorial  befoi-e  me :  to  collect  all  the  Ycaacfa  Ib  tto 
Clyde,  and  pass  over  tlie  army  to  the  North  of  Ireland ; 
roumK  wiiiist  these  military  o|Ycrations  were  going  cm  bj 
the  frigates,  and  sucii  ti"ansports,  as  few  as  possible,  as  fld^ 
hcnecessai'y,tocan'yovertlicartillei7,  stores,  &&  Pinalljryttit 
the  English  would  pmbably  he  alarmed  by  all  this  for  flwfar  owfe 
country,  and  perliaps  recall  a  part  of  their  troops  from  IrelaH^ 
which  would  very  much  farilitate  the  success  of  flic  enterprise. 
He  added,  in  addition,  that  we  waited  only  for  GieneTal  Dgeas, 
who  commands  the  aimy  of  the  North,  in  oi^erto  settle  with  Usi 
the  militan'  arrangements,  and  that  tlic  Government  wiouM  pio- 
bably  be  decided  in  a  day  or  two.    In  the  meantime,  lie  derired 
ns  to  wait  u]xm  Van  Kastade,  President  of  the  ConrentiiNiy 
wliich  we  did  acconlingly.  Van  Kastacle  received  us,  fitoimnt, 
very  civilly,  and  said,  that,  in  case  the  Government  hsd  wmf 
questicms  to  pniiiose  to  ns,  he  would  send  to  request  ooir  atluil 
ancc ;  on  which  we  took  our  leave. 

Jugust  '22,  '23.  Bn*akfasted  all  three  with  Van  Leyden^  8e^ 
cretary  to  the  Committee  for  Foirign  Affairs,  whom  I  had 
with  Lewines.  >Ve  had  a  good  deal  of  conversation  on  tiie 
of  Ireland,  but  notiiing  new,  as  it  consisted  entirely  of  qiiestiasi 
on  his  part,  and  answers  (jn  oui*s.  He  was  so  good  as  ts  gffS 
us  £nglish  papei*s  from  tlie  1st  July  to  the  10th  Angns^  irift 
w^hich  we  retii-ed  to  our  lodgings  and  set  ourselves  ts  Jmusi 
them. 

JiugHSt  24.  Hani  work  at  the  newspapers.  AH  wb  ksve 
found  remarkable  is.  that  Roger  O'Conncr  ^uirendersd  ldBMd( 
and  was  disiliai-ged  about  tlic  middle  of  July ;  Artbor  (FCtth 
ner,  the  3d  of  July,  his  sui*cties  being  Fitzgerald  and  BflUBsl; 
and  it  should  seem,  tliough  it  Is  not  very  clearly  expraase^ 
nearly  if  not  the  wliole  of  the  otiier  state  prisoners  luiTe 
also  enlarged.  God  Almighty  send !  If  wc  arrive^  thegr  wffl  Ifi 
of  use ;  if  we  do  not,  at  least  they  are  not  langaislung  in 
Jliignsf  25,  26.  The  General  has  submitted  his  plan  ts 
ral  Dejean,  who  approves  of  it  entirely  in  a  miliCsrj  |iaiai  if 
view,  provided  the  frigates  can  get  round  to  meet  itf|  bflMf 
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this,  barring  some  unforeseen  accident,  I  think  there  can  be  little 
doubt,  inasmuch  as  the  Admiral  himself,  who  seems  at  present 
cool  enough  in  all  that  concerns  the  expedition,  has  already,  in 
his  project  of  the  1 0th  instant,  not  only  given  his  opinion  in  favor 
of  the  possibility  of  effectuating,  with  frigates,  the  passage  North 
about,  but  even  offered  to  command  the  expedition.  The  Gene- 
rates plan  is  now  before  the  Govemmentt  with  General  De- 
jean's  approbation,  and  he  tells  me  he  has  strong  hopes  it  will 
beadopted. 

Jhgust  27,  28, 29,  SO.  The  General  set  off,  27th  August,  on 
his  return  to  the  Texel,  where  we  follo^^'ed  him  next  day,  and 
arrived  on  the  30th. 


Seftbmbbb,  1797. 

September  I.  A  new  system,  rendered  indispensable  by  the 
course  of  events,  has  been  mentioned  to  me  to-day  by  the  Ge- 
neral, which  will  probably  oblige  me  to  make  a  course  to  the 
head-quarters  of  the  army  of  Sambre  and  Meuse,  and  from 
thence  to  Paris.  Admiral  Duncan's  fleet  has  been  reinforced  to 
twenlj-one  sail  of  the  line,  so  that,  even  if  the  wind  come  round  in 
our  favor,  it  would  be  madness  in  us  to  venture  an  action,  with  such 
a  terrible  inferiority  offeree ;  in  addition  to  which,  we  have  now, 
inconsequence  of  the  delays  occasioned  by  the  wind,  not  above 
ten  days*  provisions  remaining  for  the  troops  on  board.  The  plan 
pn^osed  is,  in  fact,  but  an  improvement  on  the  last^one,  viz. 
to  land  the  troops,  and  quarter  them  in  the  neighborhood,  so  as 
to  be  able  to  collect  them  in  forty-eight  hours ;  to  appear  to  have 
renounced  tlieidea  of  tlie  expedition,  but  in  the  mean  time  to  re- 
Tictaal  the  fleet  with  all  diligence  and  secrecy,  which  may  occu- 
py probably  a  month ;  to  endeavor  even  to  reinforce  it  by  one 
or  two  vessels,  who  might,  in  that  time,  be  got  ready  for  sea. 
An  this  will  bring  us  to  the  time  of  the  equinox,  when  it  will 
be  impossible  for  the  enemy,  who  will,  besides,  it  is  probable, 
have  relaxed  in  his  vigilance,  in  consequence  of  these  manceu- 
vres,  to  keep  the  sea.  When  all  is  ready,  the  troops  are  to  be 
reimbarked  with  the  greatest  expedition,  and  a  push  to  be  made 
instantly  for  Scotland,  as  already  detailed*  '<  Capat  m^  M  if 
Yoc.  11-^56 
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itearM  aface.^*  Such  is  tlie  pi-esent  idea,  which  we  shall  proba- 
bly lick  into  more  sliape.  Tlie  General  talks  of  sending  ine  te 
tlic  Hague  to  conrer  with  the  Dutch  Government  and  Geimil 
Dcjcan,  from  thence  to  Wetzlar,  to  communicate  with  Hocbt^ 
and  from  thence  to  Paris»  to  open  tlie  aSair  to  the  Minister  of 
Marine.  •  ^d  very  pretty  journey  indeed^  and^  bendes,  whenfs  Ac 
money  /**  IVell,  I  do  not  sec  how  I  can  be  so  well  employed  dn^ 
ing  this -vacant  month ;  so,  in  God*s  name,  I  am  ready. 

Sqiiemher  2.  3.  This  day  the  General  gave  me  my  instroD- 
tions  to  set  off  to  join  General  Hoche  at  Wetzlar,  and  give  Urn 
a  copy  of  the  memorial  containing  the  plan  already  mentioned. 
In  addition,  he  gave  me  verbal  instructions  to  tfie  fbUowiag 
imiNji-t:  that,  in  addition  to  tlic  written  plan,  it  mightbeei^fr- 
dient  to  follow  up  the  first  debarkation  by  a  second  of  19x000 
of  the  FiTnch  troojKu  now  in  the  \^y  of  Holland,  witii  which 
iTinforcenient  the  army  being  brought  up  to  30,000  menyOOuM 
maintain  itself  in  Scotland  in  spite  of  any  force  that  conld  he 
brought  against  tliem :  that  they  might  even  penetnte  Infti 
England,  and  by  that  means  force  tlie  enemy  to  a  peace  ;  that 
25,000  might  be  employed  on  this  service,  and  the 
5,000  detached  into  Ireland,  from  whence  it  was  morally 
that  a  great  {toilion  of  tlie  tixiops  would  be  withdrawn  to 
England  itself.  Tliat,  if  General  Hocho  would,  in  tiiat 
tiike  tlie  command  of  the  united  armies,  he  (Dacndels)  deHiel 
notliing  better  than  to  serve  under  him;  if  not,  hewasfea^y 
to  sene  under  any  otiier  FiTiich  General,  being  a  senior  oficv^ 
in  which  case  each  army  v^  as,  as  to  all  matters  of  dinripBni^ 
administration,  &c.  toremainunder  their  respective duefr.  Hs 
mentioned  Cliaumont  as  a  proper  person,  in  case  Hoche  ^■^^'■^ 
to  comin  and  tlie  expedition ;  MacDonald*  to  command  the  VnmA 
troojiH,  and  himself,  of  course,  tlic  Dutch.  He  desired  me  UIdd- 
wise,  but  this  was  matter  of  great  confidence,  to  tell  Hocte 
that  in  case  he  appi-oved  of  the  plan,  he  should  write  to  the  Di- 
rectory, i-ecommending  to  them  to  press  the  Dutch  GorsmsMnt 
strongly  to  the  adoption  of  it ;  that  to  this  efRect,  the  Digediwy 
should  write  a  letter  to  the  Committee  for  Foreign  AAirs  stllii 
Hague,  flattering  and  praising  them  extremely  for  what  fl^^ 
had  hitherto  done,  and  the  great  exertions  they  had  unde^  and 
exhorting  them  to  continue  the  same  laudable  sealf 

*  Now  Duke  ofTweatek 
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tfaem  that  France  was  now  negotiating  with  England,  and  if  it 
were  not  for  the  interests  of  her  allies,  could  have  an  honorable 
peace  in  an  hour ;  that  the  success  of  the  enterprise  in  question 
would  exceedingly  strengthen  her  hands,  and  infallibly  secure 
tiie  restitution  of  all  the  Dutch  possessions  in  both  Indies; 
finally,  to  make  them  feel  that  it  was  incumbent  on  them  to  make 
every  effort  on  their  part  to  second  tlie  Republic,  at  a  time  when 
she  was  exposing  herself  to  war,  merely  for  their  interests ; 
when  she  could,  by  renouncing  them,  secure  that  peace  so  ne- 
cessary to  herself,  in  all  respects,  at  this  moment  In  addition  to 
all  this,  Daendcis  desired  me  to  explain  to  Uoche  the  necessity 
of  a  greater  degree  of  communication  on  the  part  of  tlie  French 
Goremment ;  tliat  of  tlie  Batavian  Republic  being  in  utter  ig- 
norance of  the  state  of  preparations  at  Brest  and  elscwhci-e, 
and  whether  any  or  what  degree  of  su|>port  or  co-operation 
might  be  expected,  which  naturally  threw  a  certain  degree  of 
damp,  and  had  a  sinister  effect  on  their  operations.   With  these 
instructions,  I  set  off  the  same  day  with  Lowry  and  Tennant, 
who  determined  to  take  this  opportunity  to  go  to  Paris ;  tiie 
Creneral  accompanied  us  as  far  as  Alkmaer,  whera  we  lay  this 
night,  and  pursue  our  journey  at  six  next  morning. 

8epttmber  4  to  13.  Those  eight  days  I  spent  on  the  road  Hwixt 
Alkmaer  and  Wetzlar.  I  came  by  Brussels,  though  it  was  out 
if  my  way,  in  order  to  accommodate  my  comrades,  whom  I  put 
into  the  Diligence  for  Paris  on  the  8tli»  At  Brussels,  we  heard 
the  first  rumor  of  the  conspiracy  of  Pichegru, ,  Carnot,  and 
the  dpwnfal  of  the  Royalists,  on  the  1 8th  Fructidor.  Having 
aent  them  off,  I  proceeded  by  Liege  to  Juliers,  where,  luckily, 
finding  the  Courrier  des  armees,  I  got  with  him  into  the  mail, 
and  travelling  day  and  night,  arrived  at  length  at  head-quarters, 
extremely  fatigued ;  my  journey  from  Brussek  having  cost  me, 
one  way'M*  other,  about  160  livres. 

Septewiier  13.  This  day  I  saw  General  Hoche,  who  is  just 
retomed  firom  Frankfort ;  he  has  been  very  ill  with  a  violent 
ooldy  and  has  still  a  cougli,  which  makes  me  smously  uneasy 
abont  him ;  he  does  not  seem  to  apprehend  any  thing  himself, 
but  I  flhoold  not  be  surprised,  for  my  part,  if^  in  three  months, 
he  wore  in  a  ra^  consumption.  He  is  dreadfldly  altand 
has  a  dry,  hollow  cough,  that  it  is  distressing  to  tlia  to 
to  hear.   I  should  be  most  sincerely  and  tmly  flpi 
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thing  were  to  hi^ipni  him.  but  I  Ter7  mnch  fear  ht  viD  ■can^ 
ly  throw  off  his  prment  iltnem.  I  imnwdJatdj  eqUMd  to  Ua 
diccauarofmyamr&l.  gavehimDaendersplui.  iBdAeB^iC 
Scutluid,  and  such  ftiilhrr  elucidation  u  I  wu  afaie^  In  onnw 
aation.  He  shook  his  head  at  the  idea  of  a  ncood  eodMurkttfw 
at  die  mouth  of  the  CiTdr.  and  observed,  that,  if  wa  gut  nA 
into  Srotlaud,  tlic  Brttiah  would  immediately  detadi  k  npnAvi 
(if  trif^atrfl  into  (he  Irisli channel,  which  would  arriveto  ft  ■ml 
rrrtaintv  before  tlic  Dutch  frigates,  which  were,  accortfaigli 
the  plan  pro|xised.  to  go  North  about,  and  tiiat  th^ifoiild  ttH 
rut  iH  off  from  nil  communication  with  Inland.  As  to  ttft 
oflireRi  wlioiii  Dacndela  named,  he  obseriTd  that  *■ 
was  as  much  of  a  General  as  be  waa  that  bottle,** 
one  tliat  stood  on  the  tabic  before  him;  ('that,  aa  to  MtD« 
naMt  he  was  a  good  oiBcer,  but  tie  knew  he  would  not  gOk"  E 
replied  that,  as  to  the  second  embarkation,  I  waa  catiRlr  af  Mi 
npinion.  and  looked  upon  it  aa  inexecutable ;  that,  nem4wka^ 
1  tlHiiight  well  of  tlic  project,  as  a  mcasun  against  Eagliai! 
that  it  would  enilinrrasa  lior  moxt  extremely  if  it  sacceededr  lal 
if  it  failed,  tlie  Kiviich  Rc]Mib]ic  would  not  lose  a  mui  aw  a 
i-liilltng.  and  that.  r(Hiso(|uently,  it  was,  1  thought,  a  muBtmmt 
which  should  be  adopted,  or,  at  leaat,  very  maturely  "tghti^ 
as  it  might  be.  f«>r  example  in  his  hands,  susceptible  of  gmt 
imjirovetuenbt.  He  then  told  me  (Imt  he  would  take  it  iato  Hft 
most  xeiious  consideration,  and  let  me  know  tlio  result  ia  ttHB 
or  four  davs :  in  tlie  mean  time,  I  am  to  attend  to  hia  mliia 
Uiir  cou^  ei'Hatioii  ended,  lir  his  ilesiriiig  me  to  pvc  him  ft  Boli 
f>f  the  pi-iitriiuil  events  which  took  place  on  board  tte  Dafcfc 
fle4-t  whilst  1  lay  at  the  Tcxel.  and  so  we  parted. 

Septenibcr  14. 1  have  rtaillliis  day  a  great  number  of  tiM|taM 
relative  to  the  last  Royal  conspii-ary :  tlicro  can  be  m  do^  tf 
the  guilt  of  llchrgru  and  Hcveral  othcni.  It  seems  that,  ao  ftr 
hack  aa  tliree  years  ago.  when  he  commanded  the  army  of  tha 
Rliine.  ho  was  in  treaty  witli  Prince  Conde  to  proclaim  Larii 
XVllI.  and  march  u|)on  I'sria:  and,  had  it  not  bven  fiir  flm  ■(»■ 
pid  obstinacy  of  Cundo,  who  refused  to  let  tlie  Austrians  ImM 
any  share  in  the  business,  which  I'ichegru  made  an  iliriinw— 
Me  condition,  tiie  treason  would  have  taken  effect ;  Hmt  ia,  n 
fai'  HS  Pichegni  could  ensure  it:  for  I  have  no  doubt  but  ba  waaH 
have  found  himself  speedily  di'sertnl  by  Iiis  army,  aa  matfMfc 
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ficoondrd  Dumouricr  before  him.  Such  treacherj  in  a  man  of 
the  situation,  character,  and  high  reputation  of  Pichegru,  is 
enough  to  put  a  man  out  of  humor  with  human  nature.  If  I  had 
any  doubt  of  his  guilt,  the  proclamation  of  Moreau  to  his  army 
would  decide  me,  where  he  mentions  that  papers  had  fallen  into 
his  hands,  which  proved  the  fact  of  the  correspondence ;  which 
papers  he  had  transmitted  to  the  Directory  on  the  17th  Fructidor, 
the  day  before  Pichegru  and  the  other  conspirators  were  ar- 
rested. This  testimony  is  tlie  stronger,  inasmuch  as  Moreau 
has  been  the  pupil  and  friend  of  Pichegru,  and  is,  at  this  mo- 
ment, on  bad  terms  with  the  Directory.  With  regard  to  Car- 
not  who  surprizes  me  much  more,  and  who  has  made  ids  es- 
cape, I  see  nothing  to  prove  his  guilt  in  the  pieces  as  yet  pub- 
lished. There  are  two  Directors,  f 'amot  and  Bartlielemi,  alxNit 
seventy  Deputies  of  both  Councils,  and  as  many  journalists, 
transpurted  by  oi*der  of  tlie  Corps  Legislatif ;  the  report  is,  that 
tiiey  will  be  sent  to  Madagascar.  For  this  time  the  Republic  is 
triumpliant ;  I  hope  to  God  tlicy  may  know  how  to  make  a  pro- 
per use  of  their  victory. 

September  15,  16,  17.  The  General's  hcaltii  is  in  a  mast 
alarming  state,  and  nobody  here  seems  to  suspect  it,  at  least,  to 
the  extent  that  I  do.  I  look  on  it  as  a  moral  impossibility  that 
he  should  hold  out  long,  if  he  persists  to  remain  at  the  army,  as 
he  seems  determined  to  do.  As  for  his  physician,  I  have  no  great 
faith  in  liis  skill,  and,  in  short,  I  have  the  most  serious  alarms 
for  his  life.  I  should  be  sincerely  soiTy,  for  every  reason,  pub- 
lic and  private,  that  we  sliould  lose  him.  Urgent  as  the  affair 
18  on  which  I  am  here,  I  have  found  it  impossible  to  speak  tx» 
him  about  it,  and  God  knows  when,  or  whether  I  may  ever  find 
an  opportunity,  which,  in  addition  to  my  personal  regard  and 
love  for  him,  is  a  circumstance  which  very  much  aggravates 
my  uneasiness.  To-day  he  has  been  removed  by  four  grenadiers 
Irom  one  cliamber  to  anotlier:  for  he  is  unable  to  walL  It  is 
terrible  to  see  a  fine  handsome  fellow,  in  the  very  flo^-er  of  his 
yoiifli,  and  strength,  so  reduced.  My  heart  bleeds  for  him.  I 
am  told  that  flie  late  attacks  made  on  him  by  tlie  royalists  in 
tlie  Conventiout  and  tlie  journalists  in  their  pay,  preyed  exceed- 
ingly on  his  spirits,  and  arc  tlie  probable  cause  of  his  present 
illness.  Is  it  not  strange  that  a  man  who  has  faced  dealh 
thousand  times,  with  intrepidity,  in  the  fielil,  should  siidL  ^^ 
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the  calumny  of  a  rabble  of  miscreantB?  Wrote  jmlbai&Mf  % 
General  DaendelB,  to  apologize  for  my  silence,  letting  hii 
that  I  found  it  as  yet  impossible  to  speak  to  General 
about  our  aflUr^  partly  on  accoimt  of  tiie  state  of  his 
and  partly  on  account  of  his  being  so  extremdy  occupiedp  as 
well  by  the  command  of  the  two  armies  of  the  Rhine- and  8aM- 
brc  ct  Mouse,  as  by  the  late  invents  in  Paris,  promi8Ui|^  aft  Ae 
same  time,  to  write  again  in  tliree  or  four  days,  and  entreating 
him.  in  the  mean  time,  to  continue  his  preparations  on  the  qfa* 
tcin  we  had  settled  at  my  departure  from  tiie  Teiri.  I  did  nai^  in 
this  letter,  let  him  know  the  very  dangerous  state  in  wluck  I  enih 
sidcr  the  General  to  be.  Tlicre  is  a  rumor  here  tiiaft  MaaaareA 
and  Jar\  is  liave  had  a  fight  off  Cadiz,  and  that  the  iattor  had 
tiic  worst  of  it  It  is  too  good  news  to  be  true,  and,  cnnmijnBBfl 
ly,  I  do  not  belie\T  it  I  remember  the  last  drubbing  wUck  tte 
Spaniards  got  from  Janis,  was,  in  like  manner,  preceded 
seven  or  eigiit  days,  by  the  report  of  a  grand  victory, 
ncur  and  Marct  arc  recalled  from  Lisle,  and  two  others^  ^Mb 
iiard,  I  tliink,  and  anotlier,)  named  in  tiieir  place.  This 
not  look,  in  my  mind,  like  a  speedy  termination  of  the 
tion  witli  England.  Merlin  de  Doiiai,  late  Minister  of  JhHbi^ 
and  Francois  de  Ncufchateau,  late  Minister  of  the  Interior, 
nominated  to  replace  in  the  Directory,  Bartlielemi  and 
Tliere  is  no  man  in  France  so  obnoxious  to  tiie  Roydiala  as 
Merlin  de  Douai,  of  course  his  nomination  is  a  proof  that  ttef 
are,  at  tiiis  moment,  completely  down.    All  is  quiet  at  Pttria. 

September  18,  19.  My  fears,  witii  regard  to  General  Hodli^ 
were  but  too  well  founded.  He  died  this  morning  at  four  o^dacki 
His  lungs  seemed  to  me  quite  gone.  This  most  onfoiinnate 
has  so  confounded  and  distressed  me,  tiiat  I  know  not 
tiiink,  nor  what  will  be  the  consequences.  Wrote  to  my  iriftj 
and  to  General  Daendels  instantly.  Yesterday  Simon,  hj  M 
GcneraKs  orders,  after  communicating  with  me,  wrote  to 
Minister  for  Foreign  Aflairs  and  of  the  Marine,  bat  I 
not  to  what  effect 

September  20,  2 1 .  Tlie  death  of  General  Hoche  havi^f  1 
my  connection  with  tiie  army  of  Sambre  et  Meaac^  where  I  kaM 
no  longer  any  business,  I  applied  this  day  (SOthy) '  fiir 
to  set  off*  for  Paris,  wliich  I  obtiuuod  instantiy  tpom 
lirfolnre.  who  commands  in  chief,  per  interim^    Set  off  at 
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o*clock  and  travelled  all  night;  arrived  at  twelve  on  the  2 let, 
at  Coblentz,  and  at  night  at  Bonn. 

Septewbtr  22.  This  is  the  1st  Yendemiaire,  the  anniA'crsarj 
of  tlie  establishment  of  tlie  French  Republic.  Called  early  on 
my  (riend  Mr.  Shee,  wiiom  I  found  occupied  preparing  for  tlie 
fete  which  is  to  be  celebrated  on  the  occasion.  At  twelve,  assist- 
ed at  the  fetcy  where  Mr.  Shee  pronounced  a  discourse  as  Pre- 
sident of  tlie  Cimmissionlnitrmediairt.  Atone,  accompanied  the 
proce&sion  to  tlie  grahde  place,  where  the  Municipality  plant- 
ed the  Tree  of  Liberty  under  the  auspices  of  France,  and  pro- 
claimed the  Republique  CU-Ehenane.  The  same  ceremony  has 
taken  place  at  Cologne,  Coblentz,  and  other  cities,  and  the  idea 
is  to  erect  the  country  between  the  Meuse  and  Rhine  into  an  in- 
dependent Republic,  in  order  to  terminate  the  differences  be- 
tween France  and  the  Empire  as  to  tliat  territory.  After  the 
ceremony,  dined  in  state  witli  the  Commission  Intermediaire^ 
the  Municipality  of  Boni^  the  constituted  autliorities,  and  drank 
vondry  loyal  and  constitutional  toasts,  &c  but  not  too  many 
as  appears  by  this  journal,  which  I  am  peaceably  writing  at 
my  inn.  After  dinner,  Mr.  Shee  told  me  he  had  just  received 
intelligence,  from  a  quarter  on  which  he  very  much  relied,  tliat 
the  negotiation  with  England  was  knocked  on  the  head,  which, 
if  it  be  true,  as  is  highly  probable,  is  excellent  news.  Settled 
to  call  upon  him  to-morrow  early,  and  show  him  sundry  papers, 
&c*  and  came  home  soberly  and  wrote  to  General  Daendels. 
I  had  promised  a  very  pretty  woman  at  dinner,  whose  name  I 
know  not,  but  whose  person  I  reverence,  to  meet  her  to-night 
at  a  grand  ball  given  by  the  Municipality,  but  I  will  deceive 
her  like  a  ialse  traitor,  and  go  to  my  innocent  bed ;  yet  she  ia 
▼my  pretty  for  all  that,  and  speaks  very  pretty  German  French, 
and  I  am  sure  has  not  one  grain  of  cruelty  in  her  composi- 
tion, and  besides,  <<  d  (a  guerre^  eomme  d  la  guerre;*^  but  then, 
I  must  set  off  to-morrow,  and  so,  <<  Oh  crudfate  that  gave  thee 
^to  the  Moor.**  Besides,  I  have  just  received  a  delightful  letter 
from  my  dearest  love,  written  three  months  ago,  which  has  put 
me  out  of  conceit  with  all  women  but  herself,  so,  as  before,  I 
will  go  to  my  virtuous  bed. 
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OCTORERy    1797. 

N.  B.  Mroember  21.  It  is,  to-day,  upwards  of  two  months 
since  I  made  a  memorandum;  which  is  downright  scandalous: 
for  many  important  circumstances  have  happened  in  that  time. 
The  only  good  in  my  journals  is,  that  they  are  written  at  the 
moment,  and  represent  things  exactly  as  they  strike  me,  where- 
as, when  I  write  after  an  interval  of  some  time But  I  am 

going  into  an  essay  on  journal  writing,  instead  of  my  business. 
Let  me  endeavor  to  take  up^  as  well  as  I  can,  from  memory, 
the  thread  of  my  history. 

October  1,  or  thereabouts,  I  arrived  in  Paris,  where  I  had 
tiie  satisfaction  to  find  my  wife  and  little  babies  in  bealtii  and 
spirits ;  went  to  Lewines,  who  is  in  high  favor  here  witii  every 
body ;  he  is  all  but  acknowledged  as  Minister  from  Lreland,  and 
I  am  heartily  glad  of  it:  for  I  have  an  excellent  opinion  of  hiH 
integrity  and  talents.  He  has  flie  entrees  libres  witii  Barras, 
Pleville  Lepelley,  Minister  for  tiie  Marine,  and  Talleyrand 
Ferigoirif  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  whom  I  saw  in  Plula- 
ddphia*  when  we  were  both  in  exile.  In  a  day  or  two  we  went 
together  to  tiie  Minister  for  the  Marine,  in  order  to  ask  him  to 
give  me  a  note  of  introduction  to  Barras,  but  we  were  not  able 
tolieat  it  into  his  head  that  we  did  not  want  him  to  present  me* 
formally  to  tiie  Directory,  as  an  agent  from  some  foreign  power. 
On  whidi  I  set  him  down  in  my  own  mind  for  a  dunce.  In  omh 
sequence  of  bis  refusalf  we  determined  to  go  oursdves  to  0m» 
Vol.  11—57 
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Luxembourg,  which  we  did  accordingly,  two  or  liiree  evadngi 
after.  We  found  Barras  at  home,  giving  favorable  audimoe  to 
Madame  Tallien*  with  whom  he  retired  into  an  iimer  rooBp 
wliere  they  continued,  I  have  no  doubt,  very  serioualy  emploj- 
cd  for  about  half  an  hour.  On  his  return,  we  preacntpd  our- 
selves, and  1  delivered  him  tlic  memorial,  which  Gleneral  Di 
dels  had  entrusted  me  with,  for  General  Hoche,  and,  at  the 
time,  detailed  to  him  fully,  all  the  verbal  instructioiia  I  had  ro- 
ceived  from  General  Daendels.  He  heard  me  very  attentivdj, 
and  told  me  in  reply,  tliat  he  eicpected  General  Ddbelle^  bratlMr- 
in-law  to  General  Hoche,  in  town  every  day,  who  had  tiie  thread 
of  our  affairs  in  his  hands,  and  tliat,  on  his  arrival,  I  should  ad- 
dress myself  to  liim.  We  then  took  our  leave,  after  a  ahoK 
conversation  between  him  and  Lewines.  Lewines  tells  me,  ttat 
he  has  Bairas^s  word,  tliat  if  tlie  Directory  can  make  a  aepa- 
i-ate  peace  with  tlie  Emperor,  they  will  never  quit  £ii|^aad| 
until  our  independence  shall  be  recognised.  This  is  gmnga  vcty 
givat  length  on  their  part 

October  5,  or  thei-eabouts.  General  Debelle  arrived,  and  I 
immcfliateiy  waited  on  him,  agreeably  to  Barras*s  orders.  Af^ 
ter  telling  hini  all  that  I  was  instructed  to  do,  he  desired  me  to 
make  a  note  or  it,  which  I  did  accordingly,  and  delivered  to  him 
a  day  or  two  afUT.  Some  short  time  after,  he  told  me  generally 
that  the  Directory  were  determined  to  take  upourbudnesB^aBd 
tliat  most  probably  it  would  be  Simon,  Adjutant  General  fat  the 
army  of  Sanibi'e  et  Meu.se,  and  who  was  in  the  same  capad^ 
M  ith  us,  in  the  exi)cdition  to  Bautry  Bay,  who  would  he  chaiK* 
cd  with  the  command,  I  saw  clearly  the  fact,  that  Debelle 
knew  notliing  of  the  determination  of  tlie  Government ;  how- 
ever, I  received  his  information  tliankfully,  and  told  him,  aaia* 
deed  the  fact  was,  that  I  had  a  very  good  opinion  of  Simon,  and 
that  if  tliey  were  decided  to  try  an  expedition,  on  a  small  acale^ 
I  would  not  desu-e  a  better  General  to  command  it  Ddidle 
set  off  for  the  army  in  a  day  or  two  aflier,  and  I  have  not  asm 
him  since.  As  it  was  now  time  to  think  a  little  of  my  own  af- 
fairs, I  applied  to  General  Hedouville,  whom  I  had  known  at 
Bennes  and  Brest,  and  who  has  just  been  nominated  to  the 
command  of  St  Domingo,  to  obtoin  me  an  order  to  ataj  in 
Paris,  in  oi*der  to  follow  up  tlic  aSkir  wherewith  I  was  dmrgel 
by  Generals  Hoche  and  Daendelsi  and  to  receive  flie  aireamof 
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my  appointments  which  are  due  to  me.  General  He«IouviIIe 
charged  himself  with  my  business,  in  a  manner  so  friendly,  that 
I  shall  never  forget  it.  Besides  speaking  to  Barras,  he  brought 
me  to  the  Luxembourg,  and  presented  me  to  La  Reveilliere  Le- 
pauxy  to  whom  he  spoke  of  me  in  terms  of  great  commendation. 
La  Reveilliere  received  me  with  attention,  and  desired  me  to 
draw  up  a  memorial  stating  my  request,  and  to  get  it  certified 
by  the  Ministers  at  War  and  for  Foreign  Affairs.  In  conse- 
quence, on— - 

October  15,  General  Hcdouville  introduced  me  to  Talley- 
rand Perigord,  who  signed  my  memorial  immediately,  and  the 
same  day  to  Soberer,  Minister  at  War,  to  whom  he  presented 
my  memorial.  Scherer  took  it,  and  promised  to  expedite  it  di- 
rectly, but  from  that  to  this,  (viz.  Nov.  21,)  he  has  given  him- 
self no  concern  about  it,  which  delay  on  his  part,  I  attribute  to 
tiie  circumstance  of  my  being  attached  to  General  Hoche,  whose 
very  memory  Scherer  abhors,  and  to  my  having  spoken  re- 
spectfully of  him  in  my  memorial.  If  that  be  so,  it  is  siiabby 
in  the  last  degree  in  Scherer,  but  we  shall  sec  more  about  it 

The  peace  is  at  last  concluded  with  the  Emperor,  and  Eng- 
land only  remains.  With  the  conditions  of  the  peace,  strictly 
speaking,  I  have  nothing  to  do,  my  great  object  and  wish  be- 
ing confined  to  the  prostration  of  English  tyranny.  Yet  it 
is  a  great  satisfaction  to  me,  to  see  that  they  are  as  favorable 
as  I  think  any  reasonable  man  can  desire.  The  Cisalpine  Re- 
public is  acknowledged,  and  I  fancy  we  have  got  the  Rhine  for 
our  limit  Venice  goes  to  the  Emperor,  which  is  bad,  if  it 
could  be  helped,  but  we  cannot  get  every  thing.  Greneral  Ber- 
tfaier  was  the  bearer  of  this  great  news.  Firing  of  cannon,  bon- 
fires, illuminations— -Paris  was  that  day  in  great  glory. 

The  day  after  tiie  proclamation  of  the  peace,  I  saw  an  arrit6 
of  the  Directory,  ordaining  the  formation  of  an  army,  to  be 
called  VarmU  d*JlngUterre ;  and  appointing  Buonaparte  to 
command  it  Bravo!  This  looks  as  if  they  were  in  earnest  Ge- 
neral Desaix,  of  the  army  of  the  Rhine,  who  distinguished  him- 
self 80  much  by  his  defence  of  Kehl  against  Prince  Charles,  in 
Hie  last  campaign,  is  ordered  to  superintend  the  organization  of 
the  army  until  the  arrival  of  Buonaparte.  All  this  is  famous  news. 

It  is  singular  enough,  that  I  should  have  forgotten  to  mention 
in  its  place,  the  famous  battie  fought  on  the  Uth  of  October^ 
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between  the  English  fleet,  under  Admiral  Dnncaiit  maA  tte 
Dntch,  commanded  by  Dewinter.  It  ahowa  the  Beoearity  of 
making  memorandums  on  the  moment.  Tliere  nerer  waaa 
more  complete  victory  than  that  gained  by  the  Eiq^Uah.  lit 
fleets  were  equal  in  number,  but  they  had  the  adraiitagB  &i 
number  of  guns  and  weight  of  metaL  Dewinter  fimght  Hka  a 
lion,  and  defended  himself  to  the  last  extremity ;  but  was  at 
length  forced  to  strike,  as  were  nine  of  his  fleet  out  of  siztoo^ 
whereof  it  consisted.  With  him  were  taken  the  Admirals  Bejflt- 
zies,  who  is  since  dead,  and  Meurer.  Bloys  lost  hia  rigiit 
and  Story  is  the  only  one  who  came  off  clear ;  the  two  last 
not  taken.  I  cannot  conceive  why  the  Dutch  Government 
out  their  fleet  at  that  season,  without  motive  or  object,  as  bras 
I  can  learn.  My  opinion  is,  that  it  is  direct  treason,  and  Aal 
the  fleet  was  sold  to  Pitt,  and  so  think  Barras,  Pleville  leFel- 
ley,  and  even  Meyer,  the  Dutch  Ambassador,  whom  I  have  aen 
once  or  twice.  It  was  well  I  wa9  not  on  board  the  Yryheid.  V 
I  had.  it  would  have  been  a  pretty  piece  of  business.  I  fiuM^  I 
am  not  to  be  caught  at  sea  by  the  English:  for  this  is  flie 
cond  escape  I  have  had,  and  by  land  I  mock  myself  €t  tiieni. 


NovebTbeb,  1797. 

Mareetiiber  1, 2, 3.  My  brother  Matthew  joined  me  from  Han- 
burgh,  where  he  arrived  about  a  month  ago.  It  is  a  great  satis- 
faction to  me^  and  I  hope  he  arrives  just  in  time  to  take  a  pait 
in  the  expedition. 

JS'^rcember  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9*  This  day  General  HedouviDe 
brought  mc  to  General  Berthier,  and  presented  me  to  him,  re- 
commending me  in  the  warmest  manner.  We  had  vety  litth 
conversation,  but  he  promised  to  speak  of  me  to  General  Buo- 
naparte, whom  he  sets  off  to  join,  in  three  or  fimr  days.  Two 
days  after,  I  called,  and  left  for  him  a  memorial  of  aboat  flva 
lines,  addressed  to  Buonaparte,  ofikring  my  services,  ftc  It  is 
droll  enough  I  should  be  writing  to  Buonqmrte. 

Mroember  20.  Yesterday  General  Hedonville  laesmtad  sas 
to  DesauE,  who  is  arrived  within  these  few  days.  I  oodd  ast 
possibly  desire  to  meet  amors  bvorabb  reception ;  ho 
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me  a  good  deal  as  to  the  localities  of  Ireland,  the  face  of  the  coon- 
tryy  the  facility  of  finding  provisions ;  on  which  I  informed  him 
as  well  as  I  could.  He  told  me  that  he  had  not  directly  the  power 
himself,  to  name  the  officers  who  were  to  be  employed  in  the  army 
of  England,  but  that  I  need  not  be  uneasy,  for  I  might  rely  I 
should  be  of  the  number.  His  expression,  at  parting,  was  ^Lais^ 
**  ux  moi  fairCf  nous  arrangerons  tout  cda.**  So  I  may  happen 
to  have  another  offer  at  John  Bull  before  I  die.  God  knows  how 
I  desire  it  I  like  Desaix  at  least  as  well  if  not  better  than  any 
of  his  confreres  I  have  yet  seen.  There  is  a  soldier-like  frank- 
ness and  sincerity  in  his  manner,  from  which  I  augur  every 
thing  favorable. 

Mrcember  21,  22,  23,  24,  25.  This  day  we,  viz.  Lewines, 
Lowiy,  Tennant,  Orr,  Teeling,  and  myself,  gave  a  grand  din- 
ner at  Meots,  to  General  Desaix,  Hedouville,  Watrin,  Mermet, 
Dufalga,  and  one  or  two  of  their  aids-de-camp.  Watrin  and 
Mermet  we  asked  as  being  friends  of  General  Hoche,  and  em- 
barked in  the  expedition  of  last  year.  Our  dinner  was  superii, 
and  every  thing  went  off  very  well';  we  had  the  fort  of  Kehl  re- 
presented in  the  dessert,  in  compliment  to  Desaix. 

Mrcember  26,  27,  28,  29.  This  day  received  my  arrears  for 
fomr  months,  so  now  I  am  at  my  ease  as  to  cash — ^2,330  livres. 


December,  1797« 

December  1  to  10.  This  day  was  a  grand  fete,  to  receive  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  of  peace  by  the  Emperor,  which  has 
been  brought  up  by  Buonapfurte  in  person  to  the  Directory.  It 
was  saporb,  and  I  was  particularly  pleased  witii  Barras,  the 
Presid^t's  speech,  wherein  reigns  a  spirit  of  the  most  determin- 
ed hostility  to  England.  As  far  as  I  can  observe,  all  parties  in 
France  are  sincerely  united  in  this  sentiment 

December  11,  12.  Called  this  day,  with  Lewines,  on  General 
Desaix,  and  gave  him  Taylor's  map  of  Ireland.  He  tells  us  to 
be  under  no  anxiely ;  fliat  tiie  French  GovcmiMiit  will  never 
quit  tiie  grip  iriiich  flicy  have  got  of  En|^ad^  i 
lier  to  the  dust;  that  it  is  their  wish,  and  tMrl 
all  France^  em  weB  as  of  Ireland,)  ttat  Hbm  ^ 
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hid  means,  and  powerful  ones,  particularly  aatijf  and  flhqf 
ffould  devote  Uipm  all  to  thin  great  object ;  it  niif^  be  a  littfi 
Mtnner  or  a  little  later,  but  that  the  auccen  of  the  d 
inevitable.  Barras  has  lately,  in  one  or  two  d 
tions.  gcme  as  far  with  Lewines  aa  Deaaix  witii  dm 

December  13.   TallejTand  Pcrigord  sent  for  ] 
morning,  to  tell  him  that  the  Directory  were  poNtivelj  d 
mined  on  our  business ;  that tbe  arrangementa  wereall  o 
upon,  and  tltat  every  tiling  would  be  ready  for  April  nex^  abnt 
four  monlhs  from  tliis.     All  tliis  is  very  good. 

Baxmber  14.  15,  16,  17.  Called  «1th  I>wiiMi  on  Deadly 
and  gave  him  a  letter  Awn  General  Darndcls.  Deaaix  repealsl 
the  assurances  whirh  TallejTsnd  had  given  <hi  ttielSth,  udtdl 
lis  fiirtlier,  that  Buonaparte  ami  the  DirectCHT  werenmro 
cd  in  the  reoi^anization  of  the  marine,  and  the  fi 
when  that  wm  arranged,  tlie  military  part  of  the  b 
be  easily  settles).  Finally,  he  detiired  us  to  set  oar  beuta  it 
ease:  Tor  that  every  thing  was  going  on  aa  well  ■■  ve  omH 
possibly  deijtrc  it. 

Ikcemher  18,  19,  SO,  SI.  General  Dnalx  brooght  LeviMi 
and  me  this  morning  and  intrwluccd  us  to  Buonaparte,  at  Ul 
house  in  the  Rue  Chantercine.  lie  lives  in  the  greatest  nnpUci^ 
hiH  house  is  small,  but  neat,  and  all  the  furniture  and  omameata 
in  tlie  most  rla^siral  tnsle.  lie  is  about  fi\'e  feet  six  incbea  Ugl^ 
slender,  and  well  made,  but  stoops  cnnsiderably  ;  be  looki  it 
lr»>^t  ten  years  older  than  he  is,  owing  tn  the  great  htigan  he 
undrrwTnt  in  his  immortal  caminign  nf  Italy.  Hia  (ace  is  tkat 
of  a  profound  Ihinkrri  but  bears  no  marks  of  that  great  r  iithwl 
asm  and  uncrating  activity  by  which  he  has  been  m  nnch  db> 
Anguished.  It  is  rattier,  to  my  mind,  the  countenance  of  a  jb^ 
tliematicion  tlian  nf  a  General.  He  has  a  fine  eye,  and  a  gteat 
firmness  about  bis  mouth ;  be  speaks  low  and  hollow.  So  maA 
for  bis  manner  and  figure.  We  had  not  much  diacourae  witt  U^ 
and  what  little  there  was,  was  between  him  and  Lewiae^  ti 
whom,  as  our  Ambassador,  I  gave  the  put.  We  tdd  bin  tt^ 
Tennant  was  about  to  depart  for  Ireland,  and  waa  lea^y  tl 
ciiargc  himself  with  his  orders  if  be  had  any  to  giTe.  He  d^* 
sired  us  to  bring  him  the  same  evening,  and  so  we  took  oar  lean 
In  the  evening  we  returned  with  Tennant,  and  Lewinaa  fcida 
good  deal  of  conversation  witli  Iiim ;  that  ia  to  i^f  Lawk  i^ 
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sensed  him  a  good  deal  on  Irish  affairs,  of  which  ho  appears  a 
good  deal  uninforme<!:  for  example,  he  seems  convinced  that  our 
population  is  not  more  tlian  t^'o  millions,  which  is  nonsen5M% 
Buonaparte  listened,  but  said  very  little.  AViien  all  this  was 
finished,  he  desired  tliat  Tennant  might  put  off  his  deiiarture  for 
a  few  days,  and  tlicn,  turning  to  me,  asked  whether  I  was  not 
an  Adjutant  General.  To  which  I  answered,  that  I  had  the 
honor  to  be  attached  to  General  Hoche  in  that  capacity.  Ho 
then  asked  me  wiiere  I  had  learned  to  speak  French.  To  which 
I  replied,  that  I  had  learned  the  little  that  I  knew,  since  my  ar- 
rival in  Fi*ance,  about  twenty  months  ago.  He  then  desired  us 
to  return  the  next  evening  but  one,  at  the  same  hour,  and  so  we 
parted.  As  to  my  Fi-ench,  I  am  ignorant  whether  it  was  tlie  pu- 
rity or  barbarism  of  my  diction  wliich  drew  his  attention,  and 
as  I  shall  never  inquire,  it  must  remain  as  an  liistorical  doubt, 
to  be  investigated  by  the  learned  of  future  ages. 

December  22.  Good  news  to-day.  The  merchants  of  Paris 
have  presented  a  famous  address  to  the  Directory,  encouraging 
them  to  tlie  war  witli  England;  and  (which  is  the  criterion  of 
tlieir  sincerity)  offering  to  advance  money  for  tliat  pui7x>se.  The 
Directory,  of  course,  received  them  with  the  greatest  respect, 
and  made  a  flourishing  reply ;  which,  as  well  as  tlie  address, 
they  transmitted  immediately  to  the  two  Councils,  where  the 
news  was  received  with  great  applause  and  satisfaction.  I  re- 
gard this  as  of  great  consequence ;  not  so  much  on  account  of 
the  money,  (25,000,000  livres,  as  I  undei-stand,)  though  that 
sum  is  very  convenient  just  now,  as  on  account  of  the  spirit 
which  dictates  tlie  loan,  and,  above  all,  of  the  confidence  which, 
it  seems,  the  moneyed  men,  (no  bad  judges  in  such  affairs,)  have 
in  the  establishment  of  the  Government  I  have  no  doubt  butt 
in  this  point  of  view,  it  will  produce  a  great  effect  on  the  mind 
of  every  thinking  man  in  England.  It  will  prove  fliat  the  Re- 
public and  Directory  have  taken  an  asriette  or  apbmft  which  may 
embarrass  J.  Bull  not  a  little  in  his  future  discussions  with  flie 
Chreat  Nation,  as  the  French  have  begun  latterly,  and  not  with- 
out great  reason,  to  call  themselves.  This,  without  doubt,  is 
the  money  to  which  Desaix  alluded  the  otiier  day. 

December  23.  Called  this  evening  on  Buonaparte,  by  a]qN»nt- 
ment,  with  Tennant  and  Lewines,  and  saw  him  for  about  five 
minutes.  Lewines  gave  him  a  copy  of  the  memorials  I  delivered 
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to  the  Government  in  February,  1796,  (nurijtwoyem  ag^ 
Mid  which,  fiHtunatelyt  have  been  well  \-erifle(]  in  vnrj  biIb- 
rial  fact,  by  every  thing  that  has  taken  place  in  iRiaud  Abb, 
He  also  ga\'e  Iiim  Taylor's  map.  and  showed  him  half  a  daaw 
of  Hochc's  letters,  which  Buonaparte  read  over.  He  fliCD  deanl 
us  to  return  in  two  or  three  days,  with  suchdommentardaliiig 
to  Ireland  as  we  were  possessed  of,  and,  in  ttie  moui  tiiae.  Art 
Tennant  should  postpone  Wa  departure.  We  then  Mt  hi^  Bk 
manner  is  cold,  and  he  speaks  very  little ;  it  is  not,  bomtf^ 
so  di-)-  as  that  uf  IIoclic,  but  seems  rather  to  proceed  froK  ks- 
guor  than  any  thing  else.  He  is  perfectly  civU,  bo«cnr,tov; 
but,  fmin  any  tbing  we  have  yet  seen  or  heard  from  him,  it  li 
impossible  to  augur  any  thing  good  or  bad.  We  have  now  na 
the  greatest  man  in  Europe  tlirce  times,  and  I  am  aatoniAed  li 
tiiink  iiow  little  I  have  to  record  about  him.  I  am  sure  I  imli 
ten  times  as  much  abcMit  my  first  interview  with  Cbarhs  da  h 
Croix,  but  tlten  I  was  a  grccniiom  ;  I  am  now  a  littte  and  ta 
see  great  men,  and  great  statesmen,  and  gnat  gennala,  nt 
that  lias,  in  some  degree,  broke  down  my  admiration.  Te^  bBbt 
all,  it  is  a  dn>ll  thing  tliat  I  sliould  become  acquainted  irift 
lIuonapai*te.  This  time  twelve  months  I  arrived  iaBroatr  tkim 
ray  e\|NHlitiim  ti>  Baiitry  Bay.  Well,  Hie  third  time,  tbey  mjt 
in  the  chami.  My  next  chance.  1  iiopc,  will  be  witii  tite  J 
AnsiUUrre — SUons  !  Vixe  la  Beptibliqiu !  I  make 
dunis  now  at  all,  which  i»  grievous ;  but  I  have  BOtUag  te 
write. 
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January  1.  I  wish  myself  the  compliments  of  Uie  a 
merry  Christmas  and  a  happy  New  Tear.  Received  a  k 
my  sister,  wherein  she  informs  me  that  my  fUho 
received  a  letter  from  my  brother  William,  of  wbam  I  h 
beard  since  1794 ;  he  is  alive  and  well,  in  the  aervka  of  Aa 
Mahmtta's,  witli  a  liberal  appmntment  of  iBrSO  per  wumm, 
and  this  is  the  whole  of  what  she  telli  m^  and,  I  t^gnmtf  ii 
what  she  knows.  It  is  most  provoking  that  fliqr  HA  Mt,a«i 
her  bis  letter,  or  atleaatao^y  of  it;  I  donotenakMir^ifelt 
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'datei   I  cannot  express  the  satisfiiction  I  feel  at  this  news,  which 
is  certainly  not  diminished  by  tlie  reflection  that  he  is  not  in  tlie 
British  service.   Poor  fellow !   Well,  we  may  meet  yet :  for  our 
tumUjf  I  see,  are  not  to  be  sunk ;  we  are,  to  be  sure,  a  strange 
set,  for  proof  of  which,  see  the  history  of  my  life  and  apinionSf 
written  by  myself.  Wrote  to  my  sister,  desiring  her,  of  all  love, 
to  procure  and  forward  me  a  copy  of  Will*s  letter.   One  or  two 
things  have  happened  lately  which  gave  me,  personally,  some 
pleasure:  The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  has  written  to  the 
Minister  of  Police,  that  whereas  Pitt  may  probably  endeavor  to 
slide  in  some  of  his  emissaries  under  the  character  of  Refugee 
United  Irishmen,  none  be  permitted  to  remain  but  such  as  I 
may  vouch  for ;  which  shows  they  have  some  confidence  in  me^ 
and  the  Minister  of  Police  has  given  his  order  in  consequence. 
The  first  use  I  made  of  it,  was  to  apply  for  the  liberty  of  two 
lads,  named  Burgess  and  Maran,  who  are  detained  at  Liege, 
and  I  hope  they  are  enlarged  before  tliis.    Another  thing  is,  a 
young  man,  whom  I  do  not  know,  named  McRenna,  who  was 
recommended,  as  he  says,  by  Tallien,  applied  to  Buonaparte  to 
be  employed  as  his  Secretary  and  Interpreter.    Buonaparte^ 
after  some  discourse,  gave  him,  for  answer,  to  address  himself 
to  me,  and  that  I  should  report  tliereupon  to  liim,  Buonaparte. 
An  this  is  very  good ;  I  have  not  seen  the  General  since,  but 
i<xpect  I  shall  in  a  few  days. 

January  £  to  6.  Called  on  my  old  friend  General  Clarke, 

who  is  at  last  returned  to  Paris ;  his  close  connection  with  Car- 

not  has  flirown  him  out  of  employment,  and  I  am  heartily  sorry 

for  it :  fcHT  I  have  a  very  good  opinion  of  him.    He  is,  however* 

'very  well  with  Buonaparte,  to  whom  he  tells  me  he  has  spoken 

•f  me  in  the  strongest  manner,  for  which  I  feel  most  sincerely 

obliged.  Buonaparte,  among  otiicr  things,  asked  him  whom  be 

llad  moat  confidence  in  as  to  Irish  affairs^  and  Clarke  answered 

«<  in  me^  by  all  means  ;'*  I  thanked  Clarice  heartily  for  all  this, 

andff  at  the  same  time,  explained  to  liim  the  nattire  of  Lewines* 

misBioii,  and  my  wish  to  cede  him  the  pas  on  all  ocxasious ;  we 

talked  agreatdeal  of  Hoche,  of  our  Bantry  Bay  expeditions,  &c. 

and  parted  the  best  friends  in  the  worid ;  I  was  very  glad  to  see 

ClariLe,  and  it  is  a  great  loss  and  pity  tliat  he  is  rot  employed. 

JoMMory  6  to  IS.  Saw  Bu<maparte  tliis  evening  with  Le^ 

winesy  w*ho  delivered  him  a  whole  sli<^f  nf  papcr««  iflatire  ti> 

Vol.  11—58 
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Ireland,  including  my  two  memorials  of  1795,  great  part  tf" 
which  stands  good  yet.  After  Lewines  had  had  a  good  deal  of 
discourse  with  him,  I  mentioned  the  aflhir  9t  McKcuay  wh» 
desirrs  to  he  employed  as  Secretary.  Buonaparte  obaei'iied  ttat 
he  beliered  the  world  thought  he  had  Ifty  Socretarieo^  wlienaa 
he  had  but  one;  of  course  there  was  an  end  of  fliat  koaiBeaa; 
however,  he  bid  me  sec  wliat  the  man  was  fit  for,  and  kt  Um 
know.  I  took  tliis  opportunity  to  mention  the  desire  all  Ike 
Refugee  United  Irishmen*  now  in  Paris,  bad  to  bear  a  part  in 
the  expedition^  and  tlie  utility  they  would  be  of  in  caae  of  a 
landing  in  Ireland.  He  answered  tliat  tliey  wonld  all  be  wi- 
doubtedly  employecK  and  desired  me  to  give  bim  in,  for  that 
purpose,  a  list  of  tlirir  names.  Finally.  I  spoke  of  myself^  tell- 
ing him  that  General  Dcsaix  had  informed  me  that  I  was  car- 
ried on  tlie  tableau  of  the  Armee  d'Angletcrre ;  he  said  **  I 
was.  **  I  then  obsened  tiiat  I  did  not  pretend  to  be  of  the  aaudl- 
est  use  to  him  whilst  we  were  in  France,  but  that  I  hoped  to  ba. 
sen  ireable  to  him  on  the  other  side  of  tlie  water ;  tliat  I  did 
not  give  myself  to  him  at  all  fur  a  militaiTman,  having  nrithcr 
the  knowledge  nor  the  experience  that  would  justify  me  in  dttirg- 
ing  myself  ^ith  any  function.  *^*Mais  rms  iitM  ftrore,'* 
he,  interrupting  me.  I  replied  that,  when  tlic  occasion 
itself,  that  would  appeal* ;  ^  Eh  bieth**  said  he,  <<  eda  m^fBU^ 
ySv  tlien  took  our  leave. 

January  Uto  22.  There  has  been  an  t8tli  FmctidOTiBHoDairit 
and  some  of  those  whom  I  saw  at  tlie  Hague,  at  Uie  head  of  af- 
fail's,  are  now  in  nriTstation,  particularly  Becker  and  Haluk 
It  was  tlahn  who  drew  up  tlie  prorlamatioii  which  wastolwTS 
been  publishefl  on  our  landing,  in  case  the  expedition  had  taksB 
place.  It  is  tlirei*  months,  at  least,  since  Meyer,  the  Dotch  Ash 
hassador  here,  told  Lewines  and  me  that  tliis  event  woold  taks 
place ;  and  the  fact  is,  it  seems  to  me  to  have  been  full  m 
<  essnry  in  Holland  as  in  France.  If  the  late  Government 
honest,  which  I  very  much  doubt,  they  were  evidently  jncsptt* 
blc ;  witness  their  conduct  in  the  maritime  alhirs  of  their 
tr}-,  and  especially  their  sending  out  Dewinter  to  be 
on  tlie  1  itli  of  October,  w  ithout  riiyme,  reason,  orappsrest 
Ject,  that  I  can  hear  of  from  any  quarter.  Some  tinse 
Daeiidels  sent  up  Adjutant  General  Visclieiy,  whs  bimiglt 
a  letter,  desiring  me  to  present  him  to  General 


-.-^ 
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*>n  in  whom  Dacnilels  liad  tiie  utmost  confidence,  which  I  did 
accordingly,  witliout  prying  at  all  intd  the  nature  or  object  of 
bis  mission.  From  the  conversation^  however,  I  could  collect 
that  the  French  Govenuuent  were  determined,  at  lengtli,  to 
apeak  intelligibly  to  tlie  Dutch,  uid  give  tliem  to  know  diat 
they  must  adopt  a  more  decided  and  eiiei^tic  line  of  conduct. 
Desaix'a  expression  was,  <*  Fui$que  vous  ne  vouUz  pa$  vaug 
/aire  mm  anutiftt/ion,  ou  vom  priera  iTea  acctpter  que^  et  fes^ 
pere  que  vaus  ne  la  refaeerex  pasm**  I  could  likewise  see  that 
the  support  of  tiie  Fi^nch  was  in  a  manner  set  up  to  auction  be- 
tween tiie  party  tliat  is  in,  and  the  party  that  wants  to  get  in^ 
iu  Holland,  and  I  was  very  glad  to  find  the  price  was  to  be 
paid  in  maritime  support  The  party  now  uppermost  oflfered 
twenty-five  sail  of  the  line  for  tlie  appituichiiig  campaign^  which 
I  learn  firom  Vischcry  absolutely  exceeds  the  faculties  of  tlie 
Dutch  Republic  to  accomplish  ;  however,  if  they  promise  twen^ 
ty*five,  it  is  probable  they  will  have  eigliteen,  or  perhaps  twenty; 
at  least  it  is  certain  they  will  move  heaven  and  earth  to  bring 
it  to  bear.  If  tlie  late  Government  had  not  sacrificed,  either 
through  treachery  or  incapacity,  the  fleet  of  Dewinter,  there 
might  have  been,  by  April  next,  a  fleet ^of  at  least  twenty-five 
sail  of  the  line  at  tlie  Texel,  in  which  case  the  English  would 
have  been  obliged  to  keep  one,  of  at  least  thirty  sail,  in  tlie 
NorUi  Sea:  for  tiiey  would  not  hazard  an  equality  of  force; 
and  then  what  a  iiowerful  diversion  would  timt  ha^'e  been  for 
4Mr  projected  invasion  ?  Tliis  Is  one  of  the  fruits  of  the  incqia- 
dty,  or,  as  I  rather  think,  the  treachery  of  the  late  Dutch  Govern- 
ment.  Well,  I  h<^  no  w  they  are  in  a  great  degree  r^eneraled,  and 
especially  as  France  has  interfered  with  a  high  hand,  that  they 
may  conduct  fliemselves  better  for  tlie  future.  I  cannot  blame 
the  French  at  all  for  their  interposition  in  this  occaskm ;  hav- 
ing conquered  Holland,  they  had  a  right,  if  they  pleased,  to  have 
thrown  it  into  the  Zuyderzce.  Instead  of  that,  they  left  tlie 
Dutch  at  liberty  to  organize  tlieir  own  Government,  and  frame 
their  own  Constitution.  After  nearly  throe  yearsof  independence, 
they  are  not  farther  advanced  than  tliey  were  the  first  month ; 
flie  plan  of  the  ConBtitution,  which  they  devised,  Imving  been 
rejected  by  an  immense  imyority  of  tlie  ]ieoiile.  Under  these 
circnnwtanoes^and  especially  in  a  crisis  like  tlic  present,  %h€ve 
great  and  active  energy  is*  ^o  ncrcssary.  the  Fii*iirh  are  justi- 
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Acd  in  retracing  tiieir  stpps,  and  obliging  Oe  Dutch  to  aooepi  i 
Conititution,  since,  after  three  yean*  experimenty  thegr  Imw 
shown  that  tliey  want  eitlier  talents  or  intrgrity  to 
for  themseh-es.  Individually»  I  wish  most  heartily  it 
wise:  for  I  am  sorry  to  see  apeople  incapable  toprott  of  saAa 
great  occasion  as  the  Dutch  have  had  in  their  hands ;  bat  iC  M* 
fortunately,  the  fact  be  against  them,  I  roust  once  more  aoqril 
the  French  for  their  interposition';  and,  I  think  I  shoiiM  do  Mb. 
e^en  in  the  rase  of  my  own  country,  if  she  wereto  riiowfliBdlaK 
incapacity  in  like  circumstances,  which,  however*  I  am  fivflfWl 
apprehending.  I  do  not  know  how  Daendels  may  stand  aawt 
but  I  hope  well:  for  1  have  an  esteem  for  him*  and  riioald  be 
soiry  he  were  to  lose  the  confidence  that  his  past  serrieoB 
sacrifices  have  procured.  Meyer  is  decidedly  with  flie 
and  I  know  he  has  no  great  devotion  for  Daendels.  Wdl^ 
^ill  show. 

Jamtary  S3  to  31.  Blank. 


FEBHCARTy    1798. 

February  I.  The  number  of  Irish  refugees  is  coMiderabjy 
incrraNCf].  Independent  of  Lcwines,  Tennant,  and  Lowiy,  rf 
whom  I  linve  s|iokcn.  there  are  Tecling,  of  Lisbum,  Qns  of 
Den-}',  M*Mahon,  of  County  Do^in,  Macan  and  BurgesBi  iff 
County  Lowth.  Nap])cr  Tandy,  and  my  brother.  There  b 
also  one  Maguiit!^,  w  ho  was  sent  by  Reynolds  tkwok  Philadd- 
phia«  in  consequence  of  my  letter  to  him  by  Monroe*  and  ooi 
Ashley,  an  Englishmant  formerly  Secretary  to  flie  Coim^oadp 
ing  Society,  and  one  of  those  who  was  tried  with  TboDM 
Hardy,  in  London,  for  high  treason.  Vfe  all  do  ^-ery  woD  CKr 
ccpt  Napi)or  Tandy,  who  is  not  behaving  correctly.  He  bcgoi 
some  months  ago  by  calialiing  against  me  with  a  priest  of  Ih0 
name  of  Quigloy,  wiio  is  since  gone  off,  no  one  knows  whitlNrj 
the  circumstances  of  tiiis  petty  intrigue  are  not  worth  ay  up* 
cording.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  Tandy  took  on  liin  to  mmth- 
mon  a  meeting  of  the  Irish  refugees,  at  which  I^winea  o«4  € 
were  to  be  arraigned,  on  I  know  not  whatchargeay  bj 
and  Quiglcy.  Le  wines  refused  to  attend^bnt  I  wen^ 
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I  ^qirarcdt  there  wan  no  one  founii  to  bring  forward  a  rtiai^ 
■gainHt  me,  tliough  I  called  three  times  to  know,  •'  wlit-thcr 
nay  peraoH  bml  any  thing  to  offer."  In  runacqiienre  of  tliis 
manoeuvrr,  I  liuve  hail  no  comniunicatinn  siiiro  vitli  'l'an(lj> 
who  has  aim  loat  ground,  by  this  ineiin  belmvior.  witli  all  tlie 
rest  of  his  countrymen ;  he  iB,  I  fancy,  pmtcring  the  Govern. 
ment  licre  with  applications  and  inemoriulA,  and  givpB  liiniself 
out  for  on  old  ofilccr,  and  a  man  of  great  pn)|>crty  in  Irelaiidf 
« I  judge  from  wliat  General  Murat  Raid  to  inc  in  speaking 
of  him  tlie  otiior  night  at  Buoiuipurtc'A.  He  ottked  me  did  I 
know  one  Tandy,  "mr  andea  mUitaire,  n'ett  ce  pat?  I  aaid  I 
did  know  hiin.  but  could  not  say  that  lie  was  exactly  "  un  anrion 
militaii-c,  as  he  had  new  Mervod  but  in  the  voluntt-cr  corps  of 
Ireland,  a  body  wlucli  i-enemhlcd  pretty  much  tlic  Gardt  mation- 
oie  of  France  at  thA  beginning  of  the  Revolution."  V*Vai>c'M( 
«n  trtt  riefit'**n^rietaire,"  I  told  him  I  believed  be  wan  always 
in  easy  circuiasbuiccii :  and  there  tlic  discourw  ended.  By  tliht 
J  see  how  he  is  showing  himself  off  here^  Ue  has  gut  lately  a 
coB<yutor  in  tlie  famous  Thoinaa  Muir,  who  is  ai-rivcd  at  I'arLi, 
and  has  inserted  two  or  tlirce  ve-ry  foulisli  articles,  n-lating  to 
the  United  Irislinien,  in  the  I'aris  papers,  in  conse(|uence  uf 
which,  at  a  meeting  of  tlte  Uiiitcd  Iriidimen,  now  in  Paris, 
with  the  exception  of  Tandy,  it  was  settled  that  Lowiy,  Orr, 
Lewines,  and  inynelf,  should  wait  upon  Muir,  and,  after  tliank- 
ing  him  for  his  good  intentions,  intreat  him  not  to  introduce 
our  butiinefls  into  any  publications  which  Ito  might  hereafter 
think  proper  to  make.  Accordingly,  we  waited  on  him  a  few 
days  sinro,  but  of  all  the  vain,  obxtinate  blockheads  tiiat  ever 
I  met,  I  never  saw  his  «)ual.  I  could  scarcely  conceive  such  a 
degree  of  self-suflicieiicy  to  exist.  He  told  us  roundly  that  he 
knew  as  nmch  of  our  country  as  we  did,  and  would  venture  to 
My  be  had  as  much  the  conRdence  of  the  United  Irishmen  as  we 
had;  that  he  had  no  doubt  we  were  very  i-es^iectable  individu* 
als,  but  could  only  know  ua  as  such,  having  sliown  him  no 
powers  or  written  authority  to  prove  diat  we  had  any  mission. 
llwt  lie  aeldum  acted  witlioiit  due  reflection,  and  when  he  had 
once  taken  bis  party,  it  was  impoBsible  to  change  him ;  and 
fii»t,  a.s  to  nliitt  he  lt»il  wrillen.  rulalitc^  to  the  L'iiIumI  liisb- 
,'ncn,  he  had  thi:  sanctinn  uj^  Jh»  wnxlil  - '  .  the  moHt  n-Aprcta- 
Wr  indiviiliial  of  that  bu<if>  -■ '  '  'I"hc>-vc<1  t.i  liave, 


■  'P 

•'  -ry- 


'.•»li! 


462  JOURNAL  OF  FEBBUABT,  vm. 

Ihdr  entire  confidence  and  approbatmit  md  wboie 
he  must  and  did  consider  as  justifying  evcrj  bjIIsMii  ke 
advanced.  This  most  respectable  individoal  of  As  bo^,  im 
pt^csame  to  be  Tandy:  for  we  did  not  ask  bli  muBMi  So  ttiib 
after  a  discussion  of  nearly  three  honrsb  ire  irere  ^mgf<  M 
come  away  re  infeelA,  except  that  we  gave  Mr.  Mair 
that  lie  had  ncitlier  license  nor  authority  to  ^eak  in  Ae 
of  tlie  Peo])Ie  of  Ireland*  and  tliat  if  we  saw  any  riaflar 
ductioiis  to  those  of  which  we  complained,  we  ahoald 
to  take  measures  that  would  conduce  neiflier  to  his 
respectability :  for  that  we  could  not  soflhr  the  piihBc  to  to 
longer  abused.  Ontliese  terms  we  parted  very  drily 
sides.  The  fact  is,  Muir  and  Tandy  are  puffing  one 
here  for  their  private  advantage ;  tiiey  are  aqiporttog 
fselvcs  by  endorsing  each  other's  credit,  anA  isaai^  if  I 
so  say,  accommodation  bills  of  reputatiout  TUb 
has  given  tlio  amp  de  grace  to  Tandy,  wiUi  hia 
here,  and  he  is  now  in  a  manner  completely  m  Covmtiy»  Be 
desenes  it  These  details  are  hardly  worth  writii^  hat  m 
there  may  be  question  of  the  business  hereaflery  I  ttom^  I 
might  as  well  put  them  do\^iu 

Febrnarji  Z  to  10.  Le wines  was  the  other  night  witfi 
parte,  when  a  conversation  took  place,  which  I  tUak 
relation  of  it,  worth  recording.  Since  flie  18th  Pniftltoiv  flu 
Jacobins  arc,  in  a  certain  degree,  more  toleraliBd  bj 
mriit  tlian  formerly,  and  some  of  their  Ieaden»  who 
tried  at  Vcndome  witli  Babceuf,  venture  to  show  theHniiM  i 
little.  On  that  evening,  a  person  called  on  the  GcMni  flmtttti 
l^Iinister  of  Police^  and  spoke  to  him  for  a  consideraMe  Hihi 
in  a  low  voire,  so  that  Le  wines  did  not  hear  what  he  aal^  Ml 
it  appears  by  the  sequel,  that  it  was  probably  relative  to  MM 
overtures  from  (he  HiicCi  of  that  party:  forBoonqittto^  diJl 
once,  spiling  into  the  middle  of  the  room,  with 
said,  *'  What  would  these  gentlemen  have?  France  ia 
««tionizc«l!  Holland  is  revolutionized !  Italy  is  refobttoBlMM! 
«•  Switzcriaml  is  revolutionized !  Eunqie  will  soon  he 
<<tionized!  Out  tliis,  it  seems,  is  not  enough  to  cmiwi 
<•!  know  well  what  tliey  want;  tiiey  want  the  damtuttrnm^ 
<«thii"ty  or  foKy  individuals,  founded  on  flie  nNMncMof  iHMIi 
<« or  four  millions;  they  want  the  coBStMntion  of  17Mb 
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**  shall  not  have  it,  and  death  to  him  who  should  demand  it  We 
<<did  not  fidl  to  reduce  them  to  order,  when  we  had  but  1,500 
<«men,  and  we  will  do  it  much  easier  now,  when  we  have 
*<  30,000*  We  will  have  the  present  constitution,  and  we  will 
'<  have  no  other,  and  we  have  common  sense  and  our  bayonets 
<<to  maintain  it  I  know  these  persons,  in  order  to  give  them- 
« selves  some  little  consequence,  affect  to  spread  reports  of 
•<  some  pretended  disunion  between  the  Government  and  tlie 
«  Legislative  Body.  It  is  false.  From  the  foundation  of  the 
**  Republic  to  this  day,  there  never  w&s»  perhaps,  a  moment^ 
<*  where  tiiere  reigned  such  perfect  harmony  between  the  con- 
^•stituted  authorities,  andy  I  may  aild,  since  it  seems  tlicy  are  so 
<<  good  as  to  count  me  for  something  in  tlie  affair,  that  I  am  perfect- 
**ly  in  onion  of  sentiment  and  esteem  witlithc  Government,  and 
^  they  with  me.  He  that  fears  calumny  is  below  me.  What  1 
<<liave  done^  has  not  been  done  in  a  boudairt  and  it  is  for  Eu- 
«<rope  and  posterity  to  judge  me.  No!  we  will  not  have  tlie 
<<  assistance  of  those  gentlemen  who  call  themselves  chiefs  and 
^  leaders  of  the  people ;  we  acknowleilge  no  chiefs  or  leaders 
<<  but  those  pointed  out  by  tlie  Constitution,  tlic  Legislative 
<<  Body,  and  the  Executive  Directory ;  and  to  them  only  will 
*<  W€  pi^  respect  or  attention.  For  the  otliei*s,  we  know  very 
<'  well  how  to  deal  with  them,  if  necessary,  and,  for  my  part, 
*<  I  declare  for  one,  that  if  I  had  only  the  <qition  between  roy- 
<'alty  and  the  system  of  those  gentlemen,  I  would  not  hesitate 
<<one  moment  to  declare  for  a  Ring.  But  we  will  Jiave  neitlier 
*^the  one  nor  tlie  other;  we  will  have  tiio  Republic  and  tlWt 
**  Constitution,  with  which,  if  those  persons  pretend  to  intcr- 
**ttrtf  they  sliall  soon  be  made  sensible  of  tlieir  absolute  nul- 
^  litgr.^  He  spoke  to  tliis  effect^  as  Lewines  I'eportcd  to  me,  but 
in  a  strain  of  the  greatest  animation,  and  with  admirable  clo- 
qnenoe.  From  two  or  three  words  lie  dropped,  Lewines  con- 
cludes fliat  Sotin,  the  present  Minister  of  Police,  will  probably 
not  continue  long  in  office. 

FAruanf  1 1.  In  conversation,  to-day,  with  Gen.  Clarke,  I 
mentioned  to  him  how  haj^y  I  was  when  the  no^ii  of  the  ar- 
nustice  between  Buonaparte  and  the  Austrians  arrived,  as  I 
began  to  be  eitremely  uneasy  at  his  situation.  Clarke  assured 
nel  was  quite  right  in  that  respect;  that  the  fact  was,  tlie  dl- 
.vMon  of  JoiibiTt  was  completely  beaten  out  of  the  Tyrol  by  1h» 
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peaunts,  with  fw  betttr  amu  than  chum  ftirafalie^  dinm  k 
eliibfi  and  atickn.  with  whirh  tbej  charged  the  1 
madmen,  and  di-orr  lK-r«re  them  tlie  very  a 
so  often  drfntod  the  best  disriplined  farcea  of  ^ 
Of  such  an  iinrcrtain  nntiin:  is  tlie  courage  of  i 
murli  are  tlii-y  ilinronrrrted  by  a  mode  of  fightii^  i 
flvm  tliat  to  which  tliey  liad  been  acciutomed.  tbaiX  tfa*  Tmb- 
tians  were  rising  en  maau,  and  Trieste  was  retrnka^  m»  Ikrt 
Ihf  commnnication  witli  Italy  was  exceedingly  •obamMii 
That,  if  the  army  had  met  with  tlie  least  check  fat  Ovat  It 
was  niincit.  and  evrry  step  that  Buonaparte  ndrance^  b- 
rreanrd  his  dilGcultirs  and  multiplieil  the  probabilitieB  ■^fat 
him.  1  was  glail  to  hrar  my  o«-n  opinion  conflmed  fey  ClHfti^ 
niio  is  a  military  man  of  experience  and  ritanctn^  aBdaipk 
rially  wIhi  was  at  tlic  spnt*  on  tlie  n 
yaruari/  13  (0  28,  blank. 
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Mireh  I.  An  event  has  taken  place,  of  a  magnltod*  tcmvn, 
ifat  all.  inferior  in  im|)ortance  to  that  of  tito  French  lliiinlMlIlM 
Thr  I'opc  is  drthnnied  and  in  exile.  The  circumstanoM  rdnflbg 
to  tliis  great  event,  are  such,  as  to  satiHfy  my  mind^  Aat  tfwi 
isasiicrial  Providence  guiding  tiic  aiTairH  irf  Enrr^  itttMsnor 
niciit.  and  tnming  every  tiling  to  tlic  great  cud  of  Uic  innanripa- 
tiiHi  nf  mankind,  from  tlie  yoke  orreligioui  nnd  jmlitical  super 
stilinn.  iindrrwhich  tlicy  have  so  long  gronned.  S»i»e  months 
ag<i.  in  tlic  rarrrr  of  liis  victories,  DuonaparU^  HccordeO  a  peace, 
and  a  gcnei-ons  one,  to  the  Pope ;  it  was  signed  at  Tulentino,  and 
Louis  Diinnapartr,  bi-otlicr  to  the  General,  proceeded  to  Ri>nip, 
as  tlic  first  AmIiasNador  from  tlic  Republic  Many  jirojilf 
Ihouglit  nt  the  lime,  and  I  was  of  tJic  number,  that  it  was  imwiM 
to  let  slip  so  favorable  an  o|)pDrtunily  to  di-Htroy  for  ever  Hit 
I'npal  tyranny  ;  but  it  should  seem  the  nect!»ity  of  following  up 
cloNC  tlio  iinpiTMion  made  on  the  Anstrian  armies,  ovvrbuK  nil 
inft>rinr  concerns,  nnd  as  f  hat's  said  already,  pence  whs  maiW 
with  the  cabinet  of  Rome,  One  would  have  tlionglit  that  m  ntf 
>ow.an  escape  miglit  have  jHvventcd  the  Pu|>e  from  raslilyl^H 
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liarking  into  a  second  contest  with  the  Republic,  holding,  as  lie 
did,  his  verjr  existence  dependent  on  the  breath  of  Buonaparte, 
who  might  with  a  single  word  have  annihilated  him.  But  Pro* 
vidence,  for  its  own  wise  and  gpreat  purposes,  the  happiness  of 
Bian,  and  the  complete  establishment  of  civil  and  religious  liber- 
ty, seems  to  have  utterly  taken  away  all  sense  and  understand- 
ing from  the  Pope  and  his  councils.    After  a  fruitless  attempt 
to  trepan  the  French  ambassador  into  a  fabricated  insurrection, 
they  procured  a  tumultuous  mob  to  assemble  under  the  windows 
of  his  palace,  and  within  the  circuit  of  his  jurisdiction ;  the 
guards  were  immediately  called  out  and  began  to  fire ;  the  am* 
bassad^M*  rushed  out  attended  by  Grenerals  Duphot,  Sherlock, 
and  some  other  officers,  all  dressed  in  the  costume  of  their  re- 
flective situations,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  restore  tranquillity, 
or  assert  at  least  the  neuti*ality  of  the  enceinte  of  tlie  ambassa- 
dor's palace,  which  is,  in  all  nations,  privileged  ground  :  They 
are  received  with  a  running  fire,  which  levels  Duphot  to  the 
ground ;  he  recovers  his  feet,  tliough  dreadfully  wounded,  and 
whilst  8upi)orting  himself  on  his  sabre,  a  corporal  advances  and 
discharges  his  piexre  in  his  bosom.    The  ambassador  and  his 
suite  escaped  the  fire  as  it  were  by  a  miracle,  and  regained  the 
palace  by  a  back  way,  leaving  the  body  of  Duphot  attiie  mercy 
of  his  assassins,  who  covered  tt  with  wounds,  and  had  even  the 
barbarity  to  pelt  it  with  stones.    The  unfortunate  Duphot  had 
commanded  tlie  grenadiers  of  the  army  of  Italy,  and  was  the 
next  morning  to  have  been  married  to  the  ambassador's  sister- 
in-law.    That  no  doubt  might  remain  as  to  who  authorized  this 
massacre,  both  the  captain  who  commanded  the  guard,  and  the 
corporal  who  committed  the  murder,  were  rewarded,  and  the 
latter  promoted  to  the  rank  of  sergeant  But  now  the  measure 
of  the  folly  and  wickedness  of  the  Papal  government  was  filled, 
even  to  running  over.    The  ambassador  instantly  quitted  Rome 
with  his  family,  announcing  these  events  to  tlie  Directory,  who 
gave  orders  to  General  Berthier,  to  advance  with  the  invincible 
army  of  Italy  on  the  ancient  capital  of  the  worid.     A  few  days 
put  him  in  quiet  possession  of  Rome,  from  whence  all  tliose  con- 
cerned in  the  late  abominable  transaction  had  fled ;  the  Po|)e 
alone  remaining.    On  his  arrival,  tlie  Roman  {leople  assembled 
in  the  Capitol,  formally  deposed  the  Pope,  and  declared  them- 
selves free  and  independent :  choosing  a  provivory  govt mment, 
VoT«  11—59 
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under  the  ancient  Roman  names  of  Consuls,  Prftton,  .aBl 
iiScliles.  Two  or  three  days  after,  tlie  Pope  left  Rome,  atteal- 
ed  by  tivo  French  aids  dc  raniiK  and  ^iiere  be  is  gom  txs  I  i» 
not  jet  know.  Thus  has  terminated  the  temporal  reign  of  fkt 
Popi\s9  after  an  existence  of  above  1  «000  years.  What  cha^gei 
this  great  and  almost  unparalleled  event  may  produce  on  tte 
moral  and  political  system  of  Eumpe,  I  cannot  pretend  to  oon- 
jecture :  but  tliry  must  be  numerous  and  of  the  last  imporCuneb 
It  seems  to  mc  once  more,  to  be  an  absolute  fatality,  whidi 
drove  that  unfnrtunate  and  guilty  govei-nment  into  tiiis  ■MMt 
frantic  of  all  attempts,  at  the  pm*ise  time  when  all  the  ]iQtai* 
tales  of  Europe  were  oljlii;ed  to  i*eceive  the  law  from  the  Tic- 
torious  Republic ;  without  friends,  allies,  or  support,  withoil 
pi-etext  or  excuse,  to  wantonly  commit  a  most  barbarous  ontrtgi 
on  tlie  person  of  a  gallant  officer,  on  the  dignity  of  France,  and 
the  allowed  rights  of  all  civilized  nations,  is  such  a  degree  of  in* 
fatuation  as  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  conceive*  especially  in  B 
coiii-t  so  long  celebrated  for  the  depth  of  its  cunning,  and  its  ait 
and  addi'ess  in  steering  with  whatever  wind  might  blow.  8e 
it  is,  however — the  fact  is  ceHain,  and  the  Pope,  who  Ims  le 
often,  at  his  will  and  pleasure,  disposed  of  crowns  and  monan^ 
Ls  himself  de|K)scd  without  effort  or  resistance,  **  How  art  ttan 
fallen  from  Heareiu  Oh  Lucifer,  Son  of  the  J^tbrning!^  Tlie  Re- 
velations have  many  fine  things  on  this  subject,  tonching  Ae* 
•*  Beast  and  Babylon.''  &c.  **  Of  the  Pope's  fen  Aonu,  Ood  Um' 
as,  Pre  knocked  off  four  alremhj.^*  He  is  now  a  Prelmte  im  fNtf^ 
tihus,  his  means  ai*e  gone,  his  cardinals,  his  court,  hia  weiiltt^ 
all  disapi)eai-ed,  and  nothing  remains  but  hia  keys.  It  ia  %wA 
downfal  for  the  «« Servant  of  the  Servants  of  God.**  Bnt  F 
sconi  to  insult  the  old  gentleman  in  his  misfitrtunea :  fffgaimcitf 
in  pace! 

•Varr/i  2.  Received  a  letter  from  General  Daendobp  deaiiipg 
me  to  send  on  Aherne  to  him,  without  loss  of  time,  tobe  emplogred 
on  a  secret  mission.  The  letter  also  confauns  a  very  favoraUi 
testimony  tc  my  gcNnl  conduct  during  the  time  I  had  tte  ad* 
vantage  to  Ik  attached  to  him  in  Holland,  which  certificate  I 
vcr>'  proud  of  and  will  cai*efully  keep.  Gave  Aherne 
ately  his  instructions  to  set  off  in  a  very  fcwdaya. 

JIarch  3.  1  have  seen  lately  in  the  paper,  called  the  Men  lb* 
/ormft  two  articles  relating  to  Napper  Tandy,  wliidi 
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ladiculous  riiodoinontadcs.  Thi^  descril>c  him  as  an  Irish  ge- 
oeral.  to  whose  standard  30.000  United  Irishmen  will  fly  tlie 
moment  lie  displays  it,  and  otiicr  trash  of  tlie  like  natui'c.  l^iis 
must  come  directl}  or  indii*ectly  from  himself;  for  I  remember 
some  time  ago,  at  a  dinner  given  to  him,  Mailgctt,  and  myself 
by  Aherne,  as  soon  as  he  got  warm  with  wine,  he  asserted  he 
would  answer,  himself,  for  raising  all  the  yeomanry  of  Ireland, 
who  were  at  least  30,000  men,  precisely  tlie  number  above 
stated.  This  is  sad  pitiiul  work,  pulling  a  man's  self  in  this 
manner,  especially  Mhen  it  is  not  true* 

March  4.  On  the  1 9tli  Fcbruai*}'  last,  as  I  see  in  the  Cou- 
rier of  the  26th,  Lord  Moii'a  made  a  motion  of  gi*cat  expectation 
in  the  Irish  Uouse  of  Lords,  tending  to  condemn  tlic  vigonms 
measui'es  which  have  been  {Hirsued  by  tlie  British  government  in 
that  counti-}',  and  to  substitute  a  milder  system.  I  wits  exceed- 
ingly disappointed  at  hLs  six^ech,  which  was  feeble  indeed,  con- 
taining little  else  than  declamation,  and  scarcely  a  single  fad^ 
at  a  time  when  thousands  of  crimes  of  the  most  atnK*ious  nature 
have  been  [ieiiM*t  rated  for  montlis  over  the  whole  face  of  the 
country.  In  times  like  ours,  half  friends  are  no  friends.  A 
man  in  his  situation,  who  can  tell  the  truth  with  safety,  or  even 
with  danger,  and  does  not.  is  a  feeble  character,  and  his  support 
is  not  wortli  reci^iving.  He  must  s[)eak  out  all,  boldly,  or  be 
ttilent.  Indei)endent  of  tliis,  which,  I  cannot  but  consider  as  a 
timid  and  unmanly  suppression  of  facts,  which  at  this  great  oc- 
casion, especially,  should  be  sounded  through  Europe  if  possible, 
by  every  man  having  a  drop  of  genuine  Irish  blood  in  his  veins, 
there  is  intitxluced  a  strained  compliment  to  the  virtues  of  the 
King,  and  a  most  extravagant  and  fulsome  eulogium  on  the 
magnanimity  of  his  Royal  Highness  Greorge  Prince  of  Wales, 
which  completely  disgusted  me.  A  pretty  time,  indeed,  to 
come  out  witli  a  panegyric  on  the  royal  virtues,  and  the  virtues 
of  tlie  princely  heir,  when  his  ministers  and  his  army  are  laying 
the  country  waste  with  fii-e  and  with  swonl.  *'  /  hate  $tich  half- 
faced  feUowship.**  His  loi*dsliip,  at  the  conclusion  of  this  milk 
and  water  hai'angue,  conies  to  his  conciliatory  plan,  which  is  to 
check  the  army  in  their  barbarities,  and  to  grant  Catholic  eman- 
cipation, and  parliamentary  reform.  It  is  really  amusing  ta 
see  the  various  aliifts,  and  struggles,  and  turns, and  twists,  and 
wry  faces,  the  noble  Lord  makes,  before  he  can  bring  bimaelf  te 
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swallow  tiiifl  last  bitter  pilL  This  kind  of  condwt  wfll 
do  well  at  any  time,  but  it  is  downright  fidly,  in  tfanes  Ukm 
present  His  Lordship  has  mortally  oflhnded  one  jntjf  wad 
at  all  satisfied  the  other,  as  will  iJways  be  the  case  in  dnOar 
circumstances,  1  am  sorry  for  all  tids^  because  I  eatoi 
personally ;  politically  I  must  give  him  np^  the  more  ao^  m 
OUGHT  TO  HATE  KKowif  EETTER.  But  if  Lonl  Mmm  Bpeali 
in  this  half  and  half  style,  the  Chancellor,  on  the  other  aide^  ap- 
pears not  to  have  been  so  reserved ;  he  openly  calls  Hnt  DnilBl 
Irishmen  rebels;  and  says  they  should  be  treated  as  aodi;  he 
mentions  me  by  name,  as  having  been  Adljutant  Geocml  in 
Hochc's  expedition,  and  ^ain  in  the  armament  at  tiie  Teirit 
and  says  1  am  at  this  very  moment  an  accredited  envoy  at  Ftei% 
from  that  accursed  Society,  who  had  also,  as  he  is  ^eaaed  ta 
say.  their  envoys  at  Lisle,  by  whose  insidious  and  infernal  wm^ 
chinations,  it  was,  that  Lord  Malmesbury's  negotiatioB  wae 
knocked  on  tlie  head,  lie  also  makes  diverse  conunentariea^  ett 
a  well  known  letter,  ^Titten  by  mo  to  my  friend  Ruaadl,  in 
1791,  and  which,  one  way  or  other,  he  has  brought  regularly  be- 
fore tlic  House,  at  least  once  a  session  ever  since,  and  wtuch 
figures  in  tiic  secret  report  made  by  Secretary  Pelham,  in  tta 
last  one.  From  all  these  facts,  and  diverse  otiiera  wiiidl  ha 
enumerates,  he  infers,  that  the  design  of  the  United  Irishnw 
is  to  separate  Ireland  from  Great  Britain,  and  that^  oonaeqimt* 
ly,  all  measures  to  destroy  that  infamous  conspiracy,  are  Ur 
anfl  lawful ;  of  which  opuiion  the  House  of  Lords  was  alss^ 
Lord  Moira*s  motion  being  rejected  by  a  large  mqority*  1  can 
hardly,  I  think,  be  suspected  of  partiality  to  the  Chanoelloiv  bol 
1  declare  I  have  a  greater  resp«i  for  his  conduct  on  this  occa- 
sion, tiian  for  that  of  Lord  Moira.  He  is  at  least  an  c^en  asi 
avowed  enemy ;  he  takes  his  party,  such  as  it  is,  like  a  maa 
who  expects  no  quarter,  and  is,  therefore,  detennined  to  giie 
none.  Had  Lord  Moira  brought  as  much  sincerity  to  the  attMl^ 
on  that  most  atrocious  of  all  Governments,  as  the  Chanocibr 
did  to  its  defence,  though  I  am  far  from  flunking  he  woall 
have  been  able  to  influence  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Lard% 
he  would  at  least  have  been  able  to  scandalise  it  to  all  Eurofe» 
Insteail  of  that,  he  has  trimmed,  and  by  trimming  haa  lost 
self:  for  to  repeat  it  once  more,  in  terrible  times  aa  oon 
are,  a  man  must  speak  out  the  whole  troth  or  be  aUenti  Ttoii 


JOURNAL  OF  MARCH,  1798.  469 

is  no  mean,  especially  when,  as  in  the  case  of  Lord  Moira,  he 
may  do  it  with  perfect  safety  to  his  person.  But  to  return  to 
my  friend  Fitzgibbon.  Though  his  sjieech  be  sincere,  I  cannot 
think  it  very  wise,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  If 
the  people  of  Ireland  had  any  iloubts,  as  to  the  determination  of 
the  French  Government  to  support  tliem,  he  has  taken  care  to 
remove  them  all,  by  dwelling  on  the  reception  their  envoys  have 
met  with  here.  If  the  United  Irishmen,  gixmning  so  long  under 
a  horrible  persecution,  might  be  supposed  to  relax  a  little  in 
their  resolution,  he  has  been  so  kind  as  to  raise  their  drooping 
spirits,  by  showing  them  that  a  simple  emissary  from  their  So- 
ciety has  had  such  influence  with  the  Executive  Directory,  as 
to  outweigh  all  tlie  oiTers  of  his  Majesty's  Ministei*s  to  obtain 
peace,  and  even  to  cause  tlie  sending  away  of  his  amhassador, 
in  a  manner  certainly  not  the  most  grateful  to.  his  feelings;  in 
shoi*t,  he  has  let  out  the  grand  secret,  that  there  i»  a  regular  com- 
munication between  the  Patidots.or,  as  he  is  pleased  to  call  them, 
the  rebels  of  Ireland,  and  the  Flinch  Executive ;  that  the  inde- 
pendence of  our  country  is  the  common  object  of  both,  which 
they  are  determined  to  pursue  in  concert,  until  it  is  attained ; 
and  tliat  all  the  efforts  of  Government,  to  stop  tlic  progress  of 
this  nr»st  fearful  event,  have  been  and  continue  to  be  vain. 
Whetlier  this  candid  avowal  of  such  important  facts,  coming 
from  such  autliority,  be  likely  to  raise  the  spirits  of  the  adhe- 
rents to  the  Englisii  Government,  and  to  extinguish  all  hope  in 
tlie  bn^asts  of  the  |Kitriots,  is,  I  confess,  moi*e  than  I  can  bring 
myself  to  believe.  On  tlie  whole,  I  do  not  tliink  the  Chancellor's 
speech  that  of  a  profound  and  tem])erate  statesman ;  such  as  it 
is,  however,  I  will  take  care  to  submit,  or  cause  it  to  be  submit- 
ted, to  Buonaparte,  and  one  or  two  other  Republicans  here,  who 
I  think  will  be  edified  by  the  contents  thei-eof.  With  regard  to 
what  he  says  of  Lewines  and  myself,  wlio.  I  presume,  are  the 
envoys  of  this  pernicious  Society  that  be  alludes  to,  his  informa- 
tion,  wlierever  he  got,  or  however  he  came  by  it,  is  correct 
enough ;  what  relates  to  me,  is  quite  right ;  and  as  to  Lewines, 
tlKMigh  he  certainly  was  not  at  Lisle,  artfully  undermining  Lord 
Malmesbury,  I  do  admit  he  was  doing  his  best  to  defeat  him  at 
the  Luxemhourgand  elsewhere,  and  I  hope  and  believe  with  suc- 
cess. What  weight  his  representations  may  have  had,  we  camiQ^ 
exactly  know,  not  being  in  the  secrets  of  the  Directonyf.li 
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without  vanity,  he  may  reasonably  conclude  that  aome  weight 
they  certainly  had,  and  if  it  was  tliey  which  turned  off  my  Lord 
Malmesbury,  according  to  the  Chancellor's  asaertioiit  Lewinei 
nay  boldly  say  tliat  he  has,  in  that  instance,  deserved  weU  of  his 
country.  The  fact  is.  he  and  I  have  both  done  our  beat  here,  to 
serve  the  cause  ot  liberty  in  Ireland,  but  we  have  neither  done 
as  much  good,  nor  as  much  evil,  as  Fitzgibbon  is  pleased  to  lay 
to  our  charge,  and,  for  example,  in  the  present  instance,  I  da 
not  til  ink  in  my  conscience,  tliat  it  was  vrCf  who  bunted  Lord 
Mahnesbury  out  of  the  country, — JUlonsI 

starch  5  to  20.  It  is  with  tiic  most  sincere  concern  and  anx* 
iety.  that  I  see  in  tlic  late  English  papers,  that  Arthur  0<Cob« 
ner  has  been  airested  at  Margate,  endeavoring  to  procon  a 
passage  for  France;  the  circumstances  mentioned*  indicate  B 
degree  of  rashness  and  indiscretion  on  his  part,  which  is  aston- 
ishing. It  seems  he  set  off  from  London  in  company  with  fimr 
others,  viz.  Quigley  the  Priest,  who  was  some  time  since  in 
Paris,  and  of  whom  I  have  no  gre-at  reason  to  be  an  adminrt 
Binns  of  the  Corresponding  Society,  Alley,  also  of  the  Correa* 
ponding  Society,  and  his  servant  of  the  naime  of  Leaty,  Quig* 
ley  called  himself  at  first  Captain  Jones,  and  afterwards  Colo- 
nel Morris,  the  otiiers  passed  for  hissen'ants.  Their  first  attempt 
was  at  a  ])luce  called  Whitstable,  where  the  vigilance  of  tha 
customhouse  oflicers  embarrassed  them.  They  then  hired  a  cart^ 
wliicli  they  loailed  witli  their  trunks,  of  which  it  seems  they 
were  sufficiently  provided,  and  crossed  the  country  on  foot  fiir 
twenty-five  miles  to  Margate.  It  does  not  appear  they  made 
much  mystery  of  tlieir  intended  destination,  but  be  that  as  H 
may,  at  Margate  tliey  were-  arrested  by  tlie  Bow-street  ronnenb 
Fugin  and  Rivet,  who  had  followed  tliem  d  la  piste  from  Lon- 
don. From  Margate  they  were  brought  back  with  their  log- 
gage  to  London,  where  they  were  examined*  two  or  fliree  suc- 
cessive days,  before  tlie  Privy  Council,  and  finally  committed  to 
the  Tower.  Since  their  committal,  several  other  persons  have 
been  arrested,  particularly  a  Colonel  Despard,  a  Mr.  Bonlian^ 
a  Mr.  Evans.  It  is  inconceivable,  that  five  men  should  attenqit 
such  an  enterprize,  and  witli  such  a  quantity  of  luggage ;  h  if 
equally  incredible,  tliat  they  should  bring  papers  with  tlien^  of 
which  the  newspapers  say  several  have  been  fimndy  and  espe- 
cially one  in  thegi*eat  coat  pocket  of  Quiglej,  porportiiqp  to  ka 
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tak  address  from  the  Executive  Directory  of  England  te  that 
of  France,  and  desiring  the  latter  to  give  credit  to  Quigley,  as 
being  <*  the  worthy  dtixtn  whom  they  had  lately  seen.**  These 
last  expressions  stagger  me,  or  I  should  not  believe  it  possible 
any  man  living  would  leave  a  paper  of  such  consequence,  in 
such  a  careless  extraordinary  place.  Otiier  newspapers,  how- 
ever, say  that  no  papers  have  been  found,  but  the  expressions 
above  quoted  shake  me  a  good  deal.  It  is  also  said  that  O'Con- 
nor  has  said,  that  his  friends  may  be  easy  about  him,  as  he  has 
nothing  to  fear.  God  send  it  may  be  so,  but  I  am  very  much 
afraid  he  will  find  it  otherwise.  It  is  dreadful  to  think  of  a  man 
of  his  situation,  character,  and  talents,  being  caught  in  so  extra* 
ordinary  and  unaccountable  a  manner.  I  cannot  conceive  it 
Time,  and  time  only,  will  explain,  whether  there  is  any  treach- 
ery in  the  business.  It  is  certain.  Government  had  notice  of 
fheir  intentions  before  they  set  off:  for  the  Bow-street  ofiicers 
left  London  as  soon  as  they  did.  The  report  is,  that  they  will 
be  tried  at  Maidstone,  by  a  special  commission  consisting  of  Jus- 
tices Buller,  Heatli,  and  Lawrence :  wliich  is  expected  to  sit 
before  the  1 0th  of  April.  I  expect  tliat  event  with  the  most  anx- 
ious solicitude,  but  fear  the  very  worst,  for  a  thousand  reasons. 

March  21  to  24.  This  day  I  received  my  orders  to  set  off  for 
head-quarters  at  Rouen,  where  I  am  to  remain  at  the  suite  of 
tiie  Etat  Major,  till  further  orders.  There  is  at  least  one  step 
made. 

March  25.  Received  my  letters  of  service  from  the  War  Of- 
fice, as  Adjutant  General  in  the  Armee  d'Angleterre.  This  has 
B  lofty  sound  to  be  sure,  but  God  knows  the  heart!  Applied  to 
flie  Minister  at  War  for  leave  to  remain  a  few  days  in  Paris, 
to  settle  my  family,  which  he  granted. 

MarA  26.  I  see  in  the  English  papers  of  March  17th,  from 
Irish  {N^ers  of  tlie  ISth,  news  of  the  most  disastrous  and  afflict- 
ing kind,  as  well  for  me  individually  as  for  the  country  at  large. 
The  English  government  has  arrested  the  whole  committee  of 
United  Irishmen  for  the  province  of  Lcinster,  including  almost 
every  roan  I  know  and  esteem  in  the  city  of  Dublin.  Amongst 
them  are  Emmet,  M^Neven,  Dr.  Sweetman.  Bond,  Jackson, 
and  his  son ;  warrants  are  likewise  issued  for  the  arrestation  of 
Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  M'Cormirk,  and  Sampson ;  who 
lutve  not  however  yet  been  found.     It  is  by  far  the  most  terri- 
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ble  blow  which  the  cause  of  liberty  in  Ireland  has  yet  wuitminrfi 
I  know  not  whether  in  tlie  whole  party  it  would  be  poaaible  to 
replace  tiie  energy,  talents,  and  integrity,  of  which  we  are  d^ 
prived  by  this  mast  unfortunate  of  events.    I  have  not  reoeiTed 
such  a  shock  from  all  that  has  passed  since  I  left  Ireland.    It  ii 
terrible  to  think  of^  in  every  point  of  view.    Goremnient  wiD 
move  heaven  and  earth  to  destroy  them.     What  a  triumph  at 
this  moment  for  Fitzgibbon.     These  arrcstations,  following  so 
close  on  tliat  of  O*  Connor,  give  rise  to  very  strong  auspidoiia  of 
treachery  in  my  mind.     I  cannot  bear  to  write  or  fliink  loagv 
on  tliis  dreadful  event.     Well,  if  our  unfortunate  country  is 
doomed  to  sustain  the  unspeakable  loss  of  so  many  brave  and 
virtuous  citizcas,  wo  be  to  their  t^-rants,  if  ever  we  reach  oar 
destination.     1  feel  my  mind  growing  every  hour,  moTB  and 
more  savage.    Measures  appear  to  me  now  justified  by  neces- 
sity, which  six  montlisago,  I  would  have  regarded  with  horror. 
Thei'e  is  now  no  medium.    Government  has  dra^n  the  sword, 
and  will  not  recede,  but  to  superior  force — ifrotr  Ihal^faTet  at* 
rives.    But  it  docs  not  signify  threatening.    Judge  of  my  feel- 
ings as  an  individual,  when  Emmett  and  Russell  are  in  prison, 
and  in  imminent  peril  of  a  violent  and  ignominious  death*  What 
revenge  can  satisfy  me  for  the  loss  of  tiie  two  men  I  moat  esteem 
on  cartli  ?  Well,  once  more,  it  does  not  signify  threatening.    If 
tiiey  arc  sacrificed,  and  I  ever  arrive,  as  I  hope  to  do,  in  Ir^ 
land,  it  will  not  go  well  with  their  enemies.    This  blow  has 
completely  deranged  me — I  can  scaixre  write  connectedly. 

March  27,  28,  29.  The  last  arrcstatioiis  seem  to  be  followed 
up  by  others — GoveiTinient  will  now  stop  at  nothing. 

Mirdi  30,  31.  Called  witJi  Lewines  on  Talleyi*and^  tbo  Mi- 
nister for  Foreign  Affairs,  to  take  leave  previous  to  my  Betting 
off  for  tlic  army,  and  met  with  a  gracious  reception.  I  toolL 
Uiat  oppoi-tiinity  to  tell  iiim,  that  1  had  reason  to  thinkt  Aat  Le- 
wines and  I,  as  is  the  fact,  wei*e  exposed  to  some  little  diilj 
intrigues  here,  and  that  all  we  desired  was*  tliat  he  would  judge 
us,  not  after  any  calumnious  irjwrt,  but  after  our  conductp  mudk 
as  he  himself  had  obser>'ed  it  lie  replied,  that  wc  might  make 
ourselves  easy  on  tliat  head  ;  that  he  had  heard  nothing  diaad- 
vautagi'ous  with  regard  to  us,  but  even  if  he  had,  he  should  paj 
it  no  attention;  the  opinion  of  government  being  made  up  in  oar 
favor.    This  is  pleasant,  tlie  more  so  as  poor  Lewinea  wmd  Jt 
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hai'e  been  tormented  latterly  with  dirty  cabals  and  factions, 
which  I  scorn  to  commit  to  pi^r.  Wc  have,  Crod  knows,  done 
our  best  to  content  every  body,  but  we  find  it  impossible,  whilst 
one  of  us  is  Adjutant  General,  and  the  other  is  well  received, 
and  with  attention  by  the  French  Government  I  solemnly  de- 
clare I  believe  the5«  are  our  sole  offences,  but  also,  they  are 
offences  not  to  be  forgiven.  I  hate  such  pitiful  work,  and  I  am 
heartily  glad  I  am  getting  off  to  tlic  army,  where  I  shall  be  out 
of  the  reach  of  it  If  I  would  dirty  my  paper  with  them,  I  could 
recoi*d  some  aneaiotes  which  are  curious  enough,  were  it  only 
for  tlicir  singular  meanness ;  but  1  will  not :  let  them  die  and 
rot ;  my  conduct  will  stand  the  test,  and  to  that  I  trust  When 
a  man  knows  he  has  nothing  to  accuse  himself  of,  it  is  not  very 
difficult  to  bear  the  malevolence  of  others,  with  which  profound 
observation  I  dismiss  this  chapter. 


Aprii.,  ir98. 

j9priZ  1,  2«  Lewines  waited  yesterday  on  Merlin,  who  is 
President  of  the  Directory  for  tliis  Trivuslref  and  presented  him 
a  letter  of  introduction  from  Talleyrand.  Merlin  received  him 
with  great  civility  and  attention.  Lewines  pressed  him,  as  far 
as  he  could  witli  propriety,  on  tlie  necessity  of  sending  succors 
to  Ireland  the  earliest  possible  moment  especially  on  account  of 
the  late  arrestations  ;  and  he  took  that  occasion  to  impress  him 
with  a  sense  of  tlie  merit  and  sen  ices  of  the  men  for  whom  he 
interested  himself  so  much  on  ever}*  account,  public  and  per- 
sonal. Merlin  replied,  that  as  to  tlie  time  or  place  of  succour, 
he  could  tell  him  notldng,  it  being  tlu  secret  of  tlie  State  :  that,  as 
to  the  danger  of  bis  friends,  he  was  sincenrly  sorry  for  the  situ- 
atioB  of  so  many  brave  and  virtuous  patrifits;  that  however, 
fhouf^  be  Goukl  not  enter  into  Uie  details  of  the  intended  expedi- 
tion, he  would  tell  him  tluis  much  tor/imfort  him«  ''  That  France 
neoer  rcauU  grant  a  peace  to  England  <m  anjf  terniM^  slun-t  of  tlie 
independence  of  MrelaiuL**  Thlt  is  grand  d<;ws.  It  is  far  more 
direct  and  explicit  than  any  aft-iurafir-e  we  have  yet  got  Le- 
wines made  the  proper  acknowledgments,  and  tbca  ran  off  to 
me  to  commnnicalc  tlK  Mma.  Tbo  Ikct  is,  whitefw  H^  '^ 
Vox.  11—60 
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oar  ccNintrsnneii  here  may  tliink,  Lewities  is  doing  his  bnsiiWBi 
here  fair  and  iktU,  and  like  a  man  of  honor.  I  wish  others  of 
ttem  whom  I  could  name^  had  lialf  as  good  principles. 

JlprU  3.    Lewines  is  determined  to  take  a  journey  to  Hol- 
land or  perhaps  to  Hamburgh,  on  his  private  affairs ;  he  will 
probably  set  off  about  the  same  time  I  do ;  He  waited,  in  conse- 
quence, to-day,  on  Barras,  who  by-the-by^  it  seems  has  been  look- 
ing for  him  these  some  days.     From  Barras,  in  tte  course  of 
conversation,  he  received  a  confirmation  of  the  assurance  fliat 
Meriin  had  given  him  two  days  ago,  <<  that  the  French  Govern- 
ment would  never  make  peace  with  England^  until  onrindepeii- 
dence  was  acknowledged/'  which,  indeed.  Barras  had  promised 
himself,  conditionally,  before  the  peace  with  the  Emperu*.  My 
name  liiqipening  to  be  mentioned,  Lewines  spoke  of  me  as  he 
thought  Barras  replied,  that  the  French  government  were  sen- 
sible of  the  merits  of  Adjutant  General  Smith.  All  this  is  damm^ 
edjine,  as  poor  Will  used  to  say — Well :  we  shall  see.    Apro- 
pos of  Lewines*  private  affairs.     He  has  been  now  on  the  con- 
tinent for  the  public  business  above  fifteen  months,  at  his  own 
expense,  to  tlie  amount  of  at  least  £500  sterling ;  during  which 
time  his  colleagues  at  home  have  not  thought  proper  to  remit 
him  one  farthing :  and  it  is  now  in  order  to  raise  money  that  he 
is  going  to  Holland.     It  is  to  me  unaccountable  bowmen  under 
whose  good  faitli  and  authority  he  came  here,  can  so  neglect 
tiieir  engagements,  the  more  so.  as  M^Neven,  when  he  was 
here,  undertook  to  remind  them  of  their  duty,  and  that  proper 
remittances  should  be  made.  It  is  the  less  excusable,  as  severs! . 
of  the  individuals  concenied  are  not  only  in  easy,  but  in  affln- 
ent  ciirumstances.     So,  however,  it  is,  and  what  is  better,  Le- 
wines is  accused  here  by  some  of  his  countrymen  and  fdhyw 
sufferers,  of  neglecting,  if  not  sacrificing  the  public  cause  to  his 
own  private  interests :  in  which  accusation,  by-the-by,  I  have 
the  honor  to  find  myself  included  ;  but  as  to  that  *^je  mfehJUAM, 
Mans  !    To  be  sui-e,  if  any  thing  could  shake  the  determinaHon 
of  a  man,  who  has  made  up  his  mind  on  our  question,  it  would 
be  the  pitiful  and  mean  jiersecution  which  he  and  I  find  onr- 
selves  exjiosed  to  here,  for  some  time  back.     There  is  no  sort  of 
(lesagrimtnt  that  we  have  not  suffered.    Well,  it  is  no  matter; 
Diat  will  all  pass  away,  and,  in  the  long  run,  it  will  be  seeoy 
whether  we  have  not,  each  of  us  in  his  vocation,  done  our  beit  te 
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tbe  country.  Certain  it  is,  however,  that  the  pleasure  I  former- 
ly felt  in  pursuing  this  great  object,  is  considerably  diminished 
by  recent  experience.  But  once  more,  no  matter :  It  is  my 
duty  to  go  on,  and  go  on  I  will,  arrive  what  may.  I  hope  yet 
to  do  some  good  and  prevent  some  mischief,  and  I  foresee 
sufficient  grounds  to  exercise  me,  both  at  one  and  the  other.  At 
all  events,  I  will  do  my  duty,  and  discharge  my  conscience, 
and  then  come  what  may,  I  can  abide  the  consequences. 

dpril  4.  This  day,  at  three  o'clock,  having  previously  re- 
ceived my  letters  of  service,  order  to  join,  frais  de  route,  &c. 
I  set  off  for  the  head  quarters  of  the  Jrmie  d*JhigUierre  at 
Bouen, 

Jlpril  5,  After  travelling  all  night,  arrived  at  twelve  next 
day,  and  took  up  my  lodgings  at  the  Maison  WatteL  Met 
General  Kilmaine  by  accident,  who  invited  me  to  dinner;  where 
I  found  General  Lemoine,  and  Bessierres,  Commandant  of  the 
guides  of  Buonaparte,  &c.  &c.  Comedy  in  the  evening. 

Jfyril  6.  Strolling  about  the  town,  which  is  large,  ugly,  and 
dirty.  It  wears,  however,  a  great  appearance  of  manufactur- 
ing and  commercial  activity,  which,  I  have  no  doubt,  in  time 
of  peace,  is  considerably  augmented.  Tlie  Cathedral  is  a  beau- 
tiful relic  of  Gothic  architecture.  I  have  seen  the  inside  of 
Westminster  Abbey,  and  Notre  Dame,  of  Paris,  as  well  as 
several  others  in  Germany  and  elsewhere,  but  I  prefin*  the  in- 
side of  the  Cathedral  of  Bouen  to  them  all.  It  is  a  magnificent 
coup  d'ceil.  But,  what  is  provoking,  between  tbe  body  of  the 
church  and  choir,  some  pious  Archbishop,  who  had  more  mo- 
ney than  taste,  has  tlirown  a  very  spruce  colonnade,  of  pure 
Corinthian  arcliitecture,  which  totally  destroys  the  harmony 
rf  the  building,  and  ruins  what  would  otherwise  produce  a 
■MWt  magnificent  eflfect  This  little  specimen  of  Grecian  archi- 
tecture is  more  truly  Gothic  than  all  flie  rest  of  flie  edifice. 

Ipril  7.  On  a  second  inspection  of  the  Cathedral  this  day^ 
I  find  that  the  Corinthian  colonnade,  which  is  described  in  terms 
of  such  just  indignation  in  yesterday's  journal,  turns  out  to  be 
loolc,  but  all's  one  for  that  The  Archbiabqi  I  still  hold  to  be 
B  blockhead  in  all  the  dialects  of  Greece,  and  all  the  orders  of 
architecture;  and,  moreover,  be  is  a  fellow  of  no  taste. 

•fpril  8«  Heard  part  of  a  sermon,  this  being  Easter  Sunday. 
Sad  tradi!  a  long  paralld,  whidi  I  thought  would  never  end,  be- 
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t\v'een  Jesus  Christ  and  Joseph,  followed  by  aaeoondy  equally  ed- 
ify ing,  comparing  him  with  the  prophet  Jonas*  showing  hcyvrtha 
one  lay  three  nights  in  the  tomb,  and  the  other  three  nights  in 
the  belly  of  a  great  fish,  &c« ;  at  all  which,  I  profited  exceed- 
ingly. Tlic  church  \vbs  full  of  women,  but  I  did  not  see  twenlj 
men.  I  wonder  how  people  can  listen  to  such  abominable  bob- 
sense. — Apropos,  I  should  have  mentioned  in  its  plaoov  that 
Lewines,  called  a  day  or  two  before  we  left  town,  on  Bnei 
parte,  to  endeavor  to  interest  him  in  behalf  of  our  nnfiirtimate 
friends  now  in  arrcstation,  and  try  whether  it  would  be  ten- 
blc  to  obtain  a  declaration  from  tlie  Directory,  sinular  to  Ihit 
which  they  Issued  in  the  case  of  the  patriots  of  the  Paya  de 
Vaud,  for  whose  safety  they  made  the  aristocracy  of 
personally  responsible.  Buonaparte  replied,  tiiat  the 
totally  different ;  with  regard  to  tlie  Swiss,  France  was  in  a 
situation  to  follow  up  the  menace  by  striking  instuitty ;  wilh 
England,  it  was  not  so.  She  was  a  power  of  the  first  raai^ 
and  the  Republic  must  never  tlireaten  in  vain.  Under  fliese 
circumstances,  he  thought  any  interposition  on  the  part  of  flie 
Fi'cnch  Government,  in  favor  of  the  Irish  patriots,  mi^t  in- 
jure tliem  materially,  by  inflaming  still  more  the  Engliah  Go- 
vernment agaiast  them,  and  could,  at  the  same  timc^  do  ttoB 
no  |K>ssiblc  service.  In  this  reasoning  Le^ines  was  obliged  4a 
ac/[uiosce,  and^  in  fart,  tlic  argument  is  unanswerable.  Le- 
wines«  however,  has  the  consolation  to  think  he  has  left  notUpg 
untried,  on  his  part,  to  rescue  our  unfortunate  friends  fnm  fte 
peril  which  menaces  tlieir  lives.  It  is  a  melancholy  oontB^ 
but  Ktill  it  is  some  comfort 

Jtpril  9  to  15.  This  day  I  ha^-e  got  lodgingSyby  order  of  Adj. 
Gen.  Boulant*  Provisoirement  Chef  de  PEiat  MyoTf  in  the  hoose 
of  Citizen  Bigot  It  is  a  large  hotel,  and  I  am  well  lodged.  Mim 
host  invited  me  to  dinner,  which  passed  tdte-A-tAte.  Ho  has 
been  President  a  mortier  in  the  d-devant  Partewieni  it  JVbr- 
mandie.  His  father  has  been,  I  believe,  Maire  de  Aweiiy  andir 
the  anden  regime^  and  they  have  lost  a  considerable  pi^mierlj 
besides  lying  eleven  months  in  prison  daring  the  temeor.  It  b 
easy  to  judge  from  all  this,  that  my  host  is  no  great  admirer 
of  the  Revolution,  which  he  always  qualifies  with  tiie  tide  ef 
mal  lietireuse.  I  forgive,  with  all  my  soul,  ariatocrats  of  Ua 
description,  who  were  really  something  befiire  tiw 
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and  who  find  themselves  now  nothing  or  worse;  besides,  he 
seems  a  man  of  a  gentle,  not  to  say  timid  temper,  and  1  rather 
fimcy  his  sufferings  and  his  fears  have  weakened  his  mind ;  if 
it  be  not  so,  justice  must  have  been  strangely  administered  in 
France,  in  times  when  men  of  his  capacity  could  arrive  at  tlie 
first  stations  in  the  law.  He  is  downright  weak ;  however,  I 
sat  him  out  witii  great  civility,  though  it  was  a  terrible  corvee 
to  me^  and  we  parted  very  good  friends.  He  has  asked  me  again 
for  the  day  after  to-morrow,  when  there  is  to  be  company.    I 
am  glad  of  that  circumstance,  for,  in  trutli,  1  have  no  great 
stomach  for  another  dinner  t6te«a-t6te.    My  landlord  ia  a  bore. 
JprU  16  to  20.  I  pass  my  time  here  ^  worse  than  the  muHne$ 
im  the  hilhoes^^  but  there  is  no  remedy,  so  ^  what  can*t  be  cured 
must  be  enduredj'*  as  the  poet  sweetly  sings.   Seeing,  yester- 
day, in  the  papers,  an  article,  that  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald 
had  made  his  escape  from  Ireland,  and  got  safe  into  France,  I 
wrote  immediately  to  the  Chef-de-Bureau  in  the  police,  charged 
with  the  Foreigner's  Department,  to  know  if  tiio  report  were 
true,  and,  in  that  event,  praying  the  Minister  to  show  Lord 
Edward  every  attention,  &c. ;  but  I  am  afraid  it  is  too  good 
news  to  be  true.    Walked  out  this  evening  along  the  river,  to 
see  the  batteaux  plats  which  are  building  hero  for  the  descent 
There  are  ten  of  them,  four  of  which  are  launched.    I  judg^  the 
whole  might  be  ready  in  three  weeks  or  a  month  at  farthest;  they 
cost  13,000  livres  apiece,  or  £541  ISt.  4d.  sterling.    Apropos, 
of  the  expedition.     I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  what  to  think  since  my 
departure  from  Paris.     Dosaix,  whom  I  hoped  to  find  here^ 
seems  certainly  to  be  at  Toulon ;  and  the  report  in  the  papers 
of  fliis  day,  as  well  as  in  my  brother  Mathew's  letter,  is,  that 
Buonaparte  is  to  set  off  in  three  days  to  join  him,  and  take  the 
Gommand  of  the  inconceivable  armament  which  is  preparing  in 
the  portsof  the  Mediterranean,  the  destination  of  which  nobody 
knows.    It  is  certain  that  Buonaparte's  guides  set  off  firom  this 
on  the  road  to  Paris,  throe  days  ago.  In  the  mean  time,  it  seems 
General  Rilmaine  commands,  jierinlmiii,  the  army  ofEngland. 
All  this  I  confess  utteriy  deroiUes  me.  <<  lam  lost  in  sensations 
^  trombUd  emotions.**    The  prevailing  opinion  in  the  Paris  pam- 
pers is,  that  Egypt  is  the  object  of  this  armament,  and  that  the 
Turk  is  to  concur  with  us  in  the  expedition.    If  it  were  not  for 
ow  own  business,  I  sliould  like  extremely,  in  that  case^  to  be 
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^ith  General  Desaix.  But  that  is  <*  castle  building.'*  Whatp  i^ 
when  all  w&s  embarked,  Buonaparte  were  suddenly  to  turn  ta 
the  right  on  Gibraltar,  and  surprise  Lord  St  Vincent  with  b 
visit  one  of  these  fine  momings.  But  I  am  aTraid  he  wont— 
the  thing  is,  liowever.  possible.  His  lordship  would,  in  thatcafle^ 
find  hiniseir  between  two  fires,  and  it  may  be,  at  last,  thma 
miserable  bpaiiiiirds  might  make  an  exertion.  But,  no  !  Wdly 
i— time  will  show  more,  which  observation  I  take  to  be  a  Twy 
safe  one  on  my  side.  It  is  not  a  fortnight  since  the  Dlrectaiy 
passed  a  decree,  confemng  the  command  of  both  fleet  and  amj 
to  Buonaparte,  with  orders  to  render  himself  at  Brest  in  ten 
days.  How  is  that  to  be  reconciled  with  the  present  rcpiiHs  f 
At  any  rate,  all  this  is  well  calculated  to  puzzle  John  Bull:  tat 
I  am  SUIT,  1  am  ]>uzzlrd  with  a  vengeance.  In  short.  I  wiU  to^ 
ment  myself  no  more  with  coi\jectures,  in  which  I  only  lose  mj» 
self — ^time  will  explain  all. 

^pril  2\  to  24.  The  last  Paris  papers  mention,  tiiat  Bnnns 
parti*'  is  decidedly  set  off  to  take  the  command  of  the  cxpaditien 
wliich  is  preparing  in  tiie  Mediterranean.  It  is,  I  leanif  to  oon- 
sist  of  thn*e  divisions,  one  to  embark  at  Toulon,  commanded  bf 
Buonaparte,  in  iierson ;  another  at  Genoa,  by  Kldier ;  and  flie 
third,  at  Civila  Vecchiiu  by  Desaix.  The  object  dedaredii 
Egypt  and  Syria.  Witii  regard  to  tliis  last  country*  in  which 
Palestine  is  included,  I  see  to-day  an  article  in  the  Telegraphf 
which  has  struck  me  very  much.  It  is  a  proposal  to  invite  As. 
Jews  from  all  quartei's  of  the  world,  to  return  to  thrir  psnnt 
country  and  iTstore  their  ancient  temple ;  it  has  not  struck  SM 
so  much  in  a  )Mditiral.  as  in  a  far  different  point  of  yiew.  I  re* 
member  Whitley  Stokes,  more  than  once,  mentioned  to  me  an 
opinion  of  liis.  founded  on  an  attentive  study  and  medftathni  sf 
tlie  Old  and  New  Testament,  that  he  did  not  despair,  even  In  Ul 
own  life  time  and  mine,  of  seeing  tiiis  great  event  take  piaos{ 
and  I  remember  I  lauglie<l  at  him  heartily  for  his  qiinhm,  wUc^ 
however,  seems  this  day  far  less  visionary  than  it  was  at  ttst 
time,  in  1793.  It  Ls  now  not  only  possible,  but  highly  piobshk^ 
that  tiie  Jews  may  be  once  more  collected,  and  the  temple 
stored.  The  French  will  naturally  take  care  to  stipalate 
advantages  in  return,  and  there  is  a  giant's  stride  made  at 
into  Asia,  the  extent  and  consequences  of  which  I  am  at  this 
ment  utterly  unable  to  calculate  or  perhaps  to  oompiehend.  I 
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every  day  more  and  more,  tiiat  after  ten  years  of  war,  and  the 
defeat  of  all  tlie  despots  of  Europe  united,  the  French  Revolution 
is  but  yet  begun;  the  Hercules  is  yet  in  swaddling  bands. 
What  a  people !  Combining  this  intend^  measure  with  the 
downfal  of  the  Pope,  already  accomplished,  I  have  no  doubt  but 
a  person  who  had  made  tlic  pmpliecies  and  revelations  his  study, 
(Stokes  for  example,)  might  build  very  exti*aordinary  systems. 
For  my  part,  I  happily  know  notliing  of  Daniel  and  his  seventy 
weeks,  nor  of  St  John  in  his  island  of  Patmos.  I  leave  divinity 
to  those  who  have  a  turn  that  way,  and  confine  my  humbler 
speculations  to  tlie  state  of  this  world.  I  do  not  see  the  prodigious 
^Mid  sense  of  the  Great  Turk,  in  abetting  and  encouraging,  as  he 
seems  to  do,  this  grand  operation.  I  do  not  think  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  French  will  be  wholesome  for  tlie  crescent ;  but  that 
is  bis  affair.  Moreover,  if  the  Jews  ai'e  restored,  as  their  wealth 
is  immense  in  £ui*ope  and  in  Asia  incalculable,  tlie  Republic 
will  of  course  exact  certain  *^  shekels  of  goldf**  before  tiiey  con- 
sent to  the  elevation  of  the  Tabernacle,  which  will  be  convenient. 
I  would  I  had  a  good  map  of  Asia,  to  see  how  far  it  is  from 
Jenisalem  to  Madras,  for  I  have  a  great  eye  upon  the  Camatic. 
Once  again  I  lose  myself  utterly  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
present  position  of  the  Republic,  What  miserable  pigmies,  we 
unfortunate  Irish  are  !  But  that  is  no  fault  of  ours;  we  may  be 
better  yet  It  is  a  great  consolation  to  me,  tlie  assurance  of  Mer- 
lin and  Barras  witii  regard  to  our  independence — ^I  count  upon 
it  firmly. 

Jlpril  25;  Wm.  Hamilton,  who  married  J.  RusselPs  daugh- 
ter, is  arrived,  a  few  days  since,  in  Paris.  He  was  obliged  to 
fly  fh>m  London,  in  consequence  of  the  arrestation  of  O'Con- 
nor and  his  party.  On  his  way,  he  met  Lewines  at  Brussels, 
and,  also,  saw  in  «n  English  paper,  of  the  Sd,  that  the  Re\'olu- 
tkm  in  Ireland  was  commenced,  having  broken  out  in  the  South, 
and  that  General  Abercrombie  and  the  army  were  in  full  march 
to  suppress  it  Both  he  and  Lewines  believe  it  For  my  part, 
I  do  not— it  is,  at  most,  some  partial  insurrection— and  so 
much  the  worse.  I  wrote,  however,  to  General  Kilmaine,  to  re- 
quest an  order  to  join  him  at  Paris,  in  case  tlie  news  was  true, 
which,  however,  I  am  sure  it  was  not  My  brother  writes  me 
word  tiiat  there  is  a  person  waiting  for  Lewines,  at  the  Hague, 
'who  has  made  his  escape  with  plans,  charts,  and  other  military 
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inforraatiant  and  that  Lewines  is  expected,  vhh  biim  in  Parii 
«'eiy  day.   Who  can  thia  be?  I  wLili  Lewitiea  ma  retumd. 

•April  S6>  I  w«  in  tlir  Pam  jnpers  to-day,  extncta  tkom 
English  ones,  of  a  late  date,  by  whirh  it  approra,  aa  I  SD«pKt- 
pd,  that  Dig  nev-^  of  an  insurrpction  in  Ireland  wiSt  na  je^  pn- 
mature .:  norerthrlesH,  tilings  in  that  rountry  seem  to  be  drftwiic 
faxt  to  a  rinse.  There  isa  procloniationof  Lord  Camdei^wyEh 
ifi  tantamount  to  a  declaration  of  war ;  and  theaystHn  of  polifX^ 
if  pnlire  it  can  be  called,  is  for  more  Mtrocious  than  it  ever  WH.fai' 
France  in  the  lime  of  the  terrear.  There  is,  boweveri  no  ■■• 
thciitic  account  of  any  hostilities,  except  at  a  place  called  Hi^f 
Cross,  where  the  people  were  ewtily  dispersed  bytbe  CaiM 
Frncihle  Cavalry,  and  a  party  of  the  Lowtli  Militia.  wiAtki 
loss  of  three  killed,  and  about  twenty  wounded  and  priaonenj 
but  tliat  ia  nothing.  I  see  it  is  tiic  policy  of  GoTenuneat  to 
employ  snrh  Irish  troops  as  tliey  can  depend  upon,  to  aviddt  or 
at  least  lessen,  tiie  odium  which  would  (all,  otlwrwiae«  on  flr 
English  and  Scotch.  It  should  seem,  however,  that  th^  cib> 
not  reckon  nn  all  the  troops:  for.  in  the  same  papera,  tfaem  ii  a 
report,  but  it  is  only  n  report,  that  several  regiments  of  nUtia 
liad  refused  to  march  against  the  People.  What  tb^  Migbt  to 
do,  if-tlioy  wei-e  in  canicfit,  would  be  to  march  and  Aon  jail 
Iheni.  On  the  whole,  notwithstanding  tlie  menacing  ^^pHiN 
aiicc  nf  things  in  Ireland,  it  is  ray  belief  that  there  will  be  m 
serious  hostilities  there,  unless  the  French  aniTe.  Tllec^  Indea^ 
it  would  not  be  Lord  Camden's  proclamation  wfaich  wooid  itf 
our  Revolntion.  I  sre,  also,  in  the  papers,  that  Aitiinr  0*CtMMr 
is  transfen-ed  to  Maidstone,  where  bis  trial,  and  that  of  tfea 
others,  will  come  on  immediately,  I  attend  the  result  with  ttl 
most  anxious  expectation.  Whatever  may  be  O'Cooma'a  ht^ 
he  will  at  least  sustain  the  dignity  of  his  situatian,  aad  a  11b 
worst  event,  he  will  bear  it  like  a  man. 

Jpril'27.  I  am  sadly  off  for  intelligence  ben,  baTiBgaaOiaf 
but  the  imperfect  extracts  in  the  Paris  papera.  I  mb  to^a^ 
and  am  very  glad  to  sec  it,  that  my  friend.  I^r  Lan-rcDce  P|^ 
Hons,  has  resigned  the  command  of  the  King's  cunntj  miltt(| 
ill  consequence  of  the  sanguinary  measures  about  to  he  aiUip 
by  tlie  English  Government,  in  which  be  will  take  no  shi 
Ilis  example  should  be  imitated  by  every  country  gi-nlkinaadi 
Ireland;  but  they  have  neither  tiie  sense  uar^  % 
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that  Alarming  as  tlie  state  of  Ireland  really  and  tnily  is  to  the 
£agliah  Govemiuent,!  havenodoubton  my  mind  tliatitis  their 
fnacnt  policy  to  exaggerate  the  danger  as  much  as  posaible,  in 
order  to  terrify  tlie  li-i^  8^^  °^^  o^  ^cir  wits,  and,  under 
cover  of  tlus  universal  panic,  to  crush  the  spirit  of  the  People, 
and  reduce  the  country  to  a  state  of  slavery  more  deploriUile 
than  that  of  any  former  period  of  our  deptorabie  history.  They 
take  a  chance  againvt  nothing.  They  see  that  Ireland  vill  es* 
cape  tliem  without  a  struggle,  if  they  adopt  lenient  meawuea. 
They,  tlierefore,  prefer  force.  If  it  succeeds,  well  and  good; 
if  it  fails,  still  Ireland  is  the  material  sufferer;  it  is  she  that 
beats  all  the  actual  calamities  of  war;  and  if  England  must,  at 
last,  renounce  her  sovereignty,  at  least  she  will  desolate  what 
ibe  cannot  subdue.  It  is  a  UKMt  infernal  policy,  but  no  new  one 
ftar  her  to  adopt  In  this  point  of  view,  the  ctmduct  of  the  £ng- 
liah  Government,  though  atrociously  wicked,  is  by  no  means 
deficieat  in  system  and  arrangement  They  have  begun  by  seiz- 
ing almost  the  wliole  of  the  Chiefh  of  the  People,  and  now  they 
are  about  to  draw  the  swwd,  in  order  to  antidpate  the  possi- 
bility of  assistance,  and  to  reduce  ^em  to  that  state,  that,  if  as- 
iistance  should  at  length  arrive,  they  may  be  unable  to  profit  of 
it  In  this  last  design,  however,  I  am  sure  they  will  find  thrai- 
■elves  mistaken ;  the  siHrit  is,  I  think,  too  universally  spread 
to  be  checked  now,  and  the  vengeance  of  the  People,  whenever 
tiie  occasion  presents  itself,  will  only  be  the  more  terrible  and  san- 
guinaiy.  What  miserable  slaves  are  the  gentry  of  Ireland!  The 
only  accusation  brought  against  tlie  United  Irishmen,  by  their 
enemies,  is,  tliat  they  wish  to  break  the  connexhHi  with  EnH^nd, 
or*  in  other  words,  to  establish  the  independence  of  their  coun- 
try ;  an  object  in  which,  surely,  the  men  of  property  are  most 
iaterested.  Yet  tiie  very  sound  of  independence  seemi  to  have 
tirriAedthemoutof  allBense,spirit,  orhonesfy.  Iftheyhadone 
4rop  of  Irish  blood  in  their  veins,  cme  grain  of  true  courage  or 
genuine  patriotism  in  their  hearts,  Qiey  should  bare  been  the  first 
to  BiiH>ort  this  great  object ;  the  People  would  have  supported 
flmm ;  the  English  Government  would  never  have  dared  to  at- 
tempt tlic  nira-surca  titvy  have  niace  triuiujitiautly  ituisiitd,  and 
I  continue  to  purnuc ;  oar  Rcrtdntion  woul'l  Iihvi-  liifii  lu-roui* 
1  plUlied  without  a  shock,  w,  perlut[>i.  ■>•>•■  'h'>|i  ufblootl  Hpilk'd; 
^  which  now  can  sucuxd*  If  it  i'  vt<ly  bv  all  Um  ca* 
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laniiiics  of  a  most  furious  and  sanguinary  rontpst :  fin*  the  w«r 
in  Ireland,  whenever  it  does  take  place^  will  not  be  an  ardinaiy 
one.  The  armies  will  i-egardearh  other,  not  as  soldiers,  bat  m 
deadly  enemies.  >Vho,  then,  arc  to  blame  for  this?  The  Umted 
Irishmen,  who  set  tlie  question  afloat,  or  the  English  Gorem- 
ment  and  their  partisans,  the  Irish  gentry,  who  resist  it.  If 
inde|)endrnre  be  a  good,  for  a  roinitry,  as  liberty  for  an  indiTi- 
dnal,  the  question  will  be  socni  decided.  Why  does  England  aa 
pertinaciously  resist  our  independence?  Is  it  for  10^*0  of  us-— is  it 
l)ecauKe  she  thinks  ire  arc  better  as  we  arc?  That  single  args- 
nient^  if  it  sto<Ml  ahme.  should  deteionine  e^Tiy  honest  Irishniu. 
But,  it  will  he  s;ud,  the  United  Irishmen  extend  their  Tiews  br* 
thcr  :  they  go  now  to  a  distribution  of  property,  and  an  Agn- 
rian  law.  I  know  not  whether  tiiey  do  or  no.  I  am  snre^  in 
June.  ]r9.>,  when  I  was  forced  to  leave  the  coimtry,  tliej  ea* 
trrtaiiied  no  such  ideas.  If  tliey  have  since  taken  root  among 
them,  the  Irish  gentry  may  accuse  themselves.  Even  tlicn»flM7 
made  themselves  parties  in  the  business:  not<^ntcnt  with  disdain- 
ing to  hold  communication  w  ith  tlie  United  Irishmen,  they 
among  the  foremast  of  their  persiTutors:  even  those  who 
pleaseil  lo  denominate  themselves  Patriots,  were  more  eager  to  Til* 
ify.and.  if  they  could,  todegrado  them,  than  the  most  devnled  and 
Hubniissive  slaves  of  the  English  Government.  What  wonder^  if 
the  leaders  of  (he  United  Irishmen,  finding  tliemselvcs  not  on^ 
descried,  but  attackeil.  by  those  who,  for  every  reason,  should 
have  been  their  su])portcrs  and  fellow  laborers,  felt  themselrea 
no  longer  called  u{K)n  to  observe  any  measures  with  men  odj 
distinguished  by  the  su{)erior  vindence  of  their  persecuting  qd- 
rit  ?  If  such  men,  in  the  issue,  lose  their  property,  Hiej  are^ 
themselves,  alone  to  blame,  by  deseHing  the  first  and  most  sa- 
cred of  duties — the  duty  to  their  country.  They  have  incmred 
a  wilful  forfeiture,  by  disdaining  to  occupy  the  station  fliey 
might  have  held  among  Uie  People,  and  which  the  PCf^e  woaM 
have  been  glad  to  see  them  fill :  tliey  left  a  vacancy,  to  be  seised 
by  those  who  had  more  courage^  more  sense,  and  more  huuesty; 
and  not  only  so,  but  by  this  base  and  interested  desertion,  thqr 
furnished  tlieir  enemies  with  every  argument  of  justice,  jMejf 
and  interest,  to  enforce  the  system  of  confiscation.  Besides,  if 
tlio  United  Irismen  succeed,  there  is  no  rational  man  can  dooM 
but  that  a  very  short  period  will  suffice  to  do  awaj  the  erill 
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iraoparablc  fit>in  a  contest ;  and  that,  in  seven  yearn,  or  less, 
after  tiic  independence  of  Ireland  is  establisbed,  when  bhe  can 
apply  all  her  energy  to  cultivate  Tier  natural  resources — her 
trade,  commerce,  agricultui'e,  and  manufaictures  will  be  aug- 
mented to  a  degi-ee  amply  suflicient  to  recomixsnsc  her  for  tlie 
ftacrifices  she  will  be  undoubtedly  obliged  to  make,  in  onlcr  to 
purchase  her  liberty.  The  example  of  America  is  an  evidence 
of  this  truth;  and  England  knows  it  well ;  it  is  one  reason  why 
she  is  so  eager  in  the  contest  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  English 
part}'  succeed,  and  the  United  Inshmen  ai'c  put  down,  what 
will  be  the  coii8e<[uenrc  to  Ireland?  ller  eti*i*nal  prostration 
at  tlie  feet  of  her  tyrant,  witliout  a  pi*osi)ect  of  ever  being 
able  to  rise.  What  tlien  is  to  bo  said  of  a  faction,  to  ^^'hom 
defeat  Is  extermination,  and  whose  victory  would  be  but  the 
jierpetuation  of  their  slavery?  At  least,  the  United  Irishmen 
liave  a  great  and  gloi'ious  object  to  terminate  Uieir  pi-osjioct, 
and  which  sanctifies  almost  any  means  tliey  may  take  to  attain 
it  The  best  tliatcan  be  said,  in  ])alliation  of  tlie  conduct  of  tlio 
English  party*  is,  tliat  they  aiv  content  to  sacrifice  the  liberty 
and  iude])endence  of  theij*  country  to  tlie  pleasure  of  i-evenge, 
and  tlicir  own  ]K'rsonal  security.  They  sec  Ireland  only  in  theu* 
i^nt  itiUs,  tlieir  places,  their  {mtronage,  and  their  jiensions. 
niieit*  is  not  a  man  among  tliem,  who,  in  the  bottom  of  his  soul^ 
does  not  feel  tliat  he  is  a  degraded  being,  in  compaiison  of 
thoflc  whom  he  brands  with  the  names  of  incendiaries  aqd  trait- 
ors. It  is  tliis  stinging  reflection  which,  amongst  other  power- 
ful  motives,  is  one  of  the  most  active  in  spurring  them  on  to 
revenge.  Their  dearest  interests,  tlieir  warmest  passions,  are 
equally  engaged.  Who  can  forgive  the  man  tliat  forces  him  to 
confess  that  he  is  a  voluntary  slave,  and  tliat  he  has  sold,  for 
money,  every  thing  tliat  should  be  most  pi'ecious  to  an  honorable 
heart?  That  he  has  trafficked  in  the  liberties  of  his  children,  and 
his  own,  anil  tliat  he  is  hired  and  paid  to  commit  a  daily  parri- 
cide on  Ills  country  ?  Yet  these  arc  charges  which  not  a  man  of 
that  infamous  r&ste  can  deny  tohimself,  befoi*e  the  sacred  tribunal 
of  his  own  conscience.  At  least,  the  United  Irishmen,  as  I  have 
already  said,  have  a  grand,  a  sublime  object  in  view.  Hieir 
eneroira  have  not  as  yet,  ventured,  in  tlie  long  catalogue  of  tlieu* 
accusations,  to  insert  the  charge  of  interested  motives.  Whilst 
that  is  the  case,  tliey  may  be  feared  and  abhorred,  but  they  can 
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never  be  despsed ;  and  I  believe,  there  are  few  dmb  ^tk&  d» 
not  look  upon  contempt  as  the  most  insuflerable  of  all  humaa 
evils.  Can  the  English  faction  saj  as  much?  In  vain  do  thaj 
crowd  together,  and  think,  by  their  numbers*  to  diiqpiiae  or  ka- 
sen  their  infamy.  The  public  sentiment  the  secret  voice  of  their 
own  corrupt  hearts,  has  already  condemned  tiieni.  Thej 
their  destruction  rapidly  appoaching,  and  they  have  tiie 
sciousness  that,  when  they  falK  no  honest  man  will  fity 
«  They  shall  perish  like  their  own  dung;  those  who  have  9om 
*^  them  shall  say^  9r here  are  they  y* 


Mat^  1798. 

From  April  S7  io  May  17.  Having  obtained  leave  of 
for  two  decades,  I  lia^^e  spent  the  last  twenty  daya  delickma^y 
with  my  family,  at  Paris.  During  that  time^  we  received  a  let 
ter  from  my  brother  William,  dated  from  Poonakp  the  7lh  af 
January,  1797.  sixteen  months  ago,  at  which  tune  be  waa  la 
health  and  spirits,  being  second  in  commandof  flieinfiuitiyof  the 
Peschwa,  or  chier  of  the  Mahratta  state,  vitfa  ajqiCMiitnienta  af 
500  rupees  a  month,  which  is  about  750/.  steriing  a  year.  I 
cannot  express  tlie  pleasure  which  this  account  of  his  am 
gave  us  all ;  great  as  has  been  his  good  fortune,  it  ia  not 
rior  to  his  merit  Six  years  ago  he  went  to  India  a  private  aol- 
dier,  unknown,  unfriended,  and  unprotected ;  he  had  not  ao  nadl 
as  a  letter  of  introduction :  but  talents  and  courage  like  U%- 
were  not  made  to  rust  in  obscurity ;  he  has  forced  hia  wagr  la  a 
station  of  rank  and  eminence,  and  I  have  no  doubt  fliat  Us 
views  an<l  talents  are  extended  with  his  elevation.  The  trat 
war  in  India,  we  shall  hear  more  of  him.  He  complains  ef 
having  received  a  letter  from  me,  (his  being  addreased  to  Ji 
Bell,  in  Dublin,)  by  which  I  see,  that  one  I  wrote  to  Uoif  la' 
June-,  1795,  when  1  was  on  the  point  of  sailing  for  Amerieai 
never  came  to  his  hands.  I  nvTote  to  him  on  the  8th  inataa^  ia: 
aa  clear  a  manner  as  I  durst  venture,  mentioning  aimpljr^liat' 
my  adventures  had  been  neariy  as  romantic  aa  hia  own ;  that  ia 
conse(|uenre  of  my  political  conduct  I  hid  been  obliged  te  it 
into  exile  ia  America^  after  narrowly  esci^g  irilb  Mjf 
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iVom  Ireland  ;  that  since,  I  had  come  to  France,  ^hei*c,  after 
some  time,  I  had  risen  to  tlie  rank  of  Adjutant  General,  ^iliich 
1  then  lield,  and  that  I  tliought  about  one  year  would  settle  my 
fate  definitively,  for  g(K>d  or  evil.  I  desii*ed  him  to  write  to  me 
under  co^-er,  to  Mr.  G.  Meyer,  at  Mr.  Edward  Simeon,  Bish- 
opsgatp-street  London ;  and  also,  in  case  of  meeting  an  Ameri- 
can ship  at  Bombay,  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Franklin  Bache^  at  Phi- 
ladelphia :  tliis  letter,  to  wliich  every  body  added  a  postscript^ 
I  sent  to  Meyer  at  Hamburgh,  to  be  forwarded  to  his  brother  at 
London,  and  so  by  way  of  tlie  India  house  to  Leonard  Jacques, 
Esq.  at  Bombay,  who  is,  it  seems,  William's  agent,  and  to  whom 
be  desires  Bell  to  address  his  answer.  It  is  very  uncertain 
whether  my  Ictti^r  will  ever  reach  him,  having  so  many  diffi- 
culties to  encounter  in  the  way,  and  our  name  being  a  suspi- 
cious one  in  the  English  post  office ;  at  any  rate,  my  father, 
mother,  and  Bell,  can  write  to  him  with  greater  certainty  ;  so, 
one  way  or  other,  I  am  in  hopes  he  will  hear  of  us.  His  letter 
was  enclosed  in  one  from  my  mother  to  Mary,  by  which  I  see, 
she  and  my  father  are  in  health  and  spirits.  Two  or  three  days 
after  the  i-eceipt  of  WilPs  letter,  we  were  agreeably  surprised 
by  one  from  prmr  Artliur,  of  whom  we  had  no  news  for  a  long 
time,  viz:  since  Mat  parted  from  him  at  Philadelphia,  some 
time  in  July  last,  at  which  period  ho  spoke  of  making  a  voyage 
to  the  West  Indies,  where  he  had  been  once  already.  His  letter 
is  dated  from  Hamburgh,  where  Meyer  had  shown  him  all  pos- 
sible kinilness  and  friendship.  We  answered  it  immediately,  de- 
airing  him  to  come  directly  to  Paris,  where  I  judge  he  may  ar- 
rive in  about  a  month.  Poor  fellow,  he  is  but  sixteen  years  of 
age,  and  what  a  variety  of  adventures  has  he  gone  through.  It  is 
now  two  years  and  a-half  since  he  and  I  parted  at  Philadel- 
phia, when  I  sent  him  home  in  the  Susannah,  Captain  Baird,  to 
notify  to  my  friends,  my  immediate  departure  for  France.  It 
was  a  delicate  commission  for  a  boy  of  his  age,  and  be  seems  to 
have  acquitted  himself  well  of  it ;  at  least,  I  ha^'e  heard  no  com- 
plaint of  his  indiscretion.  When  the  first  arrestations  took  place 
in  Ireland,  in  September,  1796;  when  my  dear  friend  Tom 
Rossell,  Neilson,  and  so  many  others,  were  arrested  in  Belfiiist ; 
those  of  my  friends  in  Dublin,  who  were  in  the  Becrct^  dif 
ing  the  possibility  of  the  Government  seising  on  Artti 
either  by  art  or  menaces,  wringing  it  trout  hfaOy  tttB 
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and  sent  him  again  to  America,  with  the  conaent  of  myt&tbcr 
and  roothcr*  who  were  with  reason  afraid  for  his  personal  safe' 
t}\  In  America,  where  he  arrived  after  my  wife  and  fiunily  had 
sailed  for  Europe,  he  met  with  Mat  and  after  some  little  tuMV 
embarked  on  board  a  sloop  bound  for  the  West  Indies  ;  on  his 
return  from  this  voyage,  he  again  met  with  Mat.  who  was  on 
tlie  point  of  sailing  for  Hamburgh,  in  consequence  of  my  in- 
fstructions.     At  riiiladelphia  they  parted,  and  what  poor  Ar» 
tliur*s  adventures  have  been  since,  1  know  not.  He  is,  howevcTy 
safe  aiui  sound,  having  suppoiied  himself  these  two«yeai% 
w  itiiout  assistance  from  any  body,  ^lien  I  saw  him  last,  he  was 
a  fine  manly  boy,  with  a  beautiful  countenance.    I  1m^  and 
trust  he  will  do  well ;  if  we  ever  come  to  ha^-e  a  navy  in  Irrianit 
he  is  the  very  stuff  of  which  to  make  a  Jean  BarU  I  do  not  yet 
know  what  we  shall  or  can  do  for  him,  but  when  he  arrives,  we 
shall  see.    Perhaps  I  may  be  able  to  accomplish  sometfaim^ 
tliit>ugh  Admiral  Druix,  who  is  now  Minister  of  the  Marine^  and 
with  whom  I  became  acquainted  at  Brest,  at  the  time  of  oar 
last  expedition,  tlic  nautical  part  of  which  he  in  cflbct  cxmdnctedi 
I  see  ill  the  papers,  that  Bedout,  who  commanded  the  Indompk 
able^  on  board  or  whicli  i  was  embarked,  is  returned  Awn  a 
cruise  in  the  West  Indies,  and  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Aduiiral,  which  his  services  have  well  merited.  Perhqis,  by 
or  botli  of  these  channels,  I  may  be  able  to  fix  him,  espedaDly 
if  Be<iout  takes  a  part,  as  I  sincei-ely  hojie  he  may,  in  the  pee- 
Rcnt  expediti(m.  i  am  not  sujierstitious.  yet  I  cannot  hut  reoiaik 
the  singularity  of  the  ciiTumstance,  that  Mary,  Mat,  AiUmv 
and  myself,  with  my  family,  should,  after  such  a  divfennty  sf 
strange  events,  be  all  I'e-assembled  in  Finance,  on  the  cveof  ttis 
great  exjKMiition.  and  that,  pi'ccisely  at  the  same  time,  wediodl 
have  the  happiness  of  hearing  from  my  father  and  mothers  and 
rs|»ociaIly  ffoui  >VilK  after  a  silence  of  above  four  years.  It  h 
one  of  the  singular  ti*aiU  in  the  history  of  our  family,  and  in* 
creases  tlie  confidence  1  feel,  that  we  shall  all  meet  together  ye^ 
well  and  happy.    *'  >Vliicli  that  we  may  do,'*  &c  hCf  as  the 
Parson  ends  his  Sermon.  Well,  we  shall  see. 

JUay  18.  Dined  UMlay  witli  Adjutant  General  Rivand^  Chsf 
d'Etat  Major  par  interim  of  the  army  of  England ;  there 
also.  General  Marescot,  of  tlic  Engineers,  and  Ailjutant 
i-als  Boulaiit  and  Dugommicr.  Ilie  last  is  son  to  Dnfomad8% 
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Avho  retook  Toulon,  and  was  afterwards  killefl,  commanding  the 
army  of  the  Pyrenees ;  the  dinner  was  very  pleasant ;  all  tlic 
war  was  talked  over :  the  chai-actei's  of  tlio  Generals  canvassed, 
&€•  At  the  battle  of  Jemmap^ies  the  French  were  50,000,  the 
Austrians  18,000 ;  tlie  Fi*cnch  lost  3,500  killed  and  wounded, 
every  man  of  whom  might  have  been  spared,  as  the  enemy's  po- 
sition could  have  been  turned,  in  which  case  they  had  no  choice 
but  to  evacuate  their  redoubts  or  be  taken  prisoners.  It  is  to  be 
observed,  however,  in  defence  of  Dumourier,  that  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary,  at  that  time,  to  gain  a  victory,  in  onler  to  raise 
the  credit  of  tlie  French  arms,  and  tlie  spirit  of  thesoldiera,  both 
of  which  were  sunk  very  low  by  a  succession  of  unfortimate 
events.  It  is  certain  that  Houchard  might  have  taken  tlie  Duke 
of  York,  and  his  whole  army,  at  the  time  of  his  famous  retreat, 
or  rather  flight,  from  before  Dunkirk.  There  was  but  one  pas- 
sage open  by  which  he  could  possibly  escajie,  and  Jounlan,  with 
his  division,  was  witliin  half  a  league  of  it.  ^\hen  Houchard's 
orders  overtook  him,  commanding  him  to  halt  instantly,  on  pain 
of  immediate  dcstituticm.  In  consequence,  he  was  obliged  to  stop 
short,  and  had  the  mortification  to  see  the  English  army  defile 
quietly  before  him,  every  man  of  whom  he  could  have  made  pris- 
oner. By  this  account  it  appears  that  Ilouchard,  at  least,  was 
justly  condemned.  On  the  whole,  I  got  over  this  day  pretty  well. 
JUhy  19.  I  do  not  know  what  to  think  of  our  expedition.  It  is 
certain  tl^at  tlie  whole  left  wing  of  the  army  of  England  is,  at 
this  moment,  m  full  march  back  to  tlie  Rhine :  Buonaparte  is, 
God  knows  where,  and  tlie  clouds  seem  thickening  more  and 
more  in  Germany,  where  I  have  no  doubt  Pitt  is  moving  hea- 
ven and  hell  to  embroil  matters,  and  divert  the  storm  which  was 
almost  ready  to  fall  on  his  head.  In  the  mean  time,  Treilhard, 
principal  negotiator  at  Rastadt,  is  elected  into  tlie  vacant  place 
in  the  Directory,  in  the  room  of  Francois  de  Neufchateau,  and 
Sieyes  goes  to  Berlin  as  Ambassador  Extraonlinary,  taking 
Rastadt  in  his  way.  Perhaps  we  may  be  able  to  airange  mat- 
ters ;  I  look  for  great  things  fi-om  his  talents  and  activity.  The 
Toulon  expeilition,  of  whicli  so  much  was  lately  said,  is  no  more 
spoken  of,  and  the  otliei*s  from  Genoa  and  Civita  Vecchia,  are 
said  to  be  given  up.  The  fact  is,  that  the  gazettes  speak  in  such 
various  and  contradictory  terms  with  regard  to  these  eqwdir 
Hons.  tbat.it  is  impossible  to  make  any  thing  mit  of  thsp 
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only  concliuuan  I  diaw  is,  that  tiiey  know  nolhuig  whataoeiw 
of  tiic  matter.  Nranr  home  hoiic\-er.  theiv  luu  boat  aa  eq». 
dition,  the  failure  of  which  lias  vexed  me.  not  on  "'•vrut  of  fls 
importance  of  the  aflair.  fur  it  was  a  trifle,  but  for  tbe  waka  of  iB> 
ample.  A  flotilla  of  about  tliir^gun-boata,  undw  the  coiBBaal 
of  Maskrin,  an  otRrer  wlra  hail  made  himmlf  a  reputBtua  ia  ttii 
kind  <if  pftitt  gurrre,  fuiilcd  from  Lahoguc  to  attack  tbe  Mm 
•tfarrou ;  he  bad  uu  board  a  detachment  of  tbtt  4tfa  demi-bripAh 
It  appears.  Iraw ever,  ttiat,  on  their  arrival  befora  the  t«i«^m^^  g^f^ 
Riul  only  attacked,  and  the  remainder  kept  out  of  tbit  twqpa  rf 
fire;  in  cuRsc(|ueiire,  aHer  a  cannonade  of  thnr  or  taar  b«M% 
the  five  sail  were  obliged  to  fall  bark,  having  lost  lix  nea  kiU 
and  fiflccn  wounded.  Tlie  outcry  is  now  againut  Huakein,  vImi 
conduct,  tlie  «'its  *A  Lahogue  say,  BmelU  not  of  MBak ;  Ihy 
have  ••  viadt  baUada  iipon  Aim,  and  ling  them  fo  JUlhf  tmami' 
and  tbe  report  is,  that  he  is  disoiissed.  and  that  Rear  ftihaiial 
Lacronsc  takcd  the  command.  I  know  Lacrosse^  havu^asa 
him  in  our  last  expedition,  where  be  commanded  Zea  JMk 
dt  CAomnie.  and  dintinguished  himself  in  an  action  wHh  t«» 
frigates  under  Sir  Edward  Pellew.  which  ended  in  hia  diinw 
one  of  the  frigates,  and  being  hiinself  driven  aahon;  ho  ■•■■ 
of  the  holdeNt  officera  in  tlie  French  navy,  and  is,  at  tUiB»r 
Rteut.  confined  to  his  room  by  a  wound  which  be  reeci%-a4  ia  a 
reneonln  with  Genoi-al  \'andam.  But  to  return  to  this  chuck ;  I 
am  sorrj-  fnr  it,  principally  on  tw  o  accounts,  firs^  that  it  VQ 
have  a  bad  cRrct  on  tlic  airirit  of  the  ti-oops,  and  peili^a  dii|Hk 
tiiem  with  niaritiinr  exjicditianN ;  and,  secondly,  on  the  aooaatf 
reputation.  What!  may  the  English  well  say,  yoa  are  goiM  In 
conquer  Knglaiid,  aiid  you  cannot  conquer  the  Isles  Maicaa!  It 
is  a  bad  business,  take  it  any  way.  I  wonder  will  tte  niicUMj 
cxtuniiic  into  it.'  If  tliey  do  not  scriouMly  etttabliah  a  rigid  t 
sibility  in  the  Marine,  it  is  in  vain  to  think  of  ojif 
by  sea.  There  is  a  bad  spuit  existing  in  fliat  cwpif  and  I  Ml 
nor  hear  of  any  meHiui  taken  tu  correct  it  "  Tkuf  dp  mA  tnfav 
Ihit  thing  belter  in  Fratice." 

.Way  ■SO.  During  my  stay  in  Paris,  1  reuil.  in  tli«  Enj 
papci-s,  a  long  acrmuit  from  tlie  Dublin  Juui-nal,  of  a  v 
held  by  the  Chuncellur  in  Trinity  tMleg^r,  tin-  itsiilt  aTvU 
was  the  expulsion  of  nineteen  students,  ami  I 
thrceycu^oruyfricnd  Whitley  Stoker  J 
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communicated  to  Sampson,  who  commanicatcd  to  I^ord  Moira, 
a  paper  which  he  had  previously  traasmitted  to  tlic  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, and  which  contained  the  account  of  some  atrocious  enor- 
mities committed  by  tlie  British  troops  in  the  South  of  Ireland. 
Far  less  than  that  would  suffice  to  destroy  him  in  the  Chancel- 
lor's opinion,  who,  by-the-bye,  has  had  an  eye  upon  lum  this 
long  time  :  for  I  remember  he  summoned  Stokes  before  the  Se- 
cret Committee  long  before  I  left  Ireland.  I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther to  be  vexed  or  pleased  at  this  event,  as  it  regards  Whitley; 
I  only  wish  he  had  taken  his  part  more  decidedly:  for,  as  it  Ls, 
he  is  destroyeil  with  one  party,  and  I  am,  by  no  means,  clear 
that  he  is  saved  with  the  otlier.  He,  like  Parsons  and  Moira, 
have  either  their  consciences  too  scrupulous,  or  tiieir  minds  too 
little  enlarged  to  embrace  the  only  line  of  conduct  in  times  like 
ours.  They  must  be  witli  tlie  People,  or  against  them,  and  that 
for  the  whole,  or  they  must  be  content  to  go  down  without  the 
satisfaction  of  serving  or  pleasing  any  party.  With  regard  to 
Btokes,  I  know  he  is  acting  rigidly  on  principle  :  for  I  know  he 
is  incapable  of  acting  otiierwise ;  but  I  fear  very  much  that  his 
very  metaphysiral  unbending  purity,  which  can  accommodate 
itaelf  neither  to  men,  times,  nor  circumstances,  will  always  pre- 
vent his  being  of  any  ser\'ice  to  his  country,  which  is  a  thousand 
pities :  for  I  know  no  man  whose  virtues  and  whose  talents  I 
more  sincerely  reverence.  I  see  only  one  place  fit  for  him,  and, 
after  all,  if  Ireland  were  independent,  I  believe  few  enlightened 
Irishmen  would  oppose  his  being  placed  there-^-I  mean  at  the 
head  of  a  system  of  national  education.  I  hope  this  last  speci- 
men of  Fitzgibbon^s  moderation  may  give  him  a  little  of  that 
political  energy  which  he  wants  :  for  I  have  often  heard  liim  ob- 
serve, himself,  that  nothing  sharpened  men's  patriotism  more 
ttian  a  reasonable  quantity  of  insult  and  ill  usage ;  he  may  now 
be  a  living  instance^  and  justify  his  doctrine  by  his  practice. 

Jfoy  SI.  Rivaud,  Chef  de  TEtat  Major,  tells  me  this  morn- 
ing that  the  English  have  landed  about  10,000  men  near  Ostend, 
undoubtedly  with  a  view  to  bombard  it,  ami  bum  the  shipping 
and  small  craft  preparing  there  for  the  expedition ;  I  believe  the 
ttUBt  be  extremely  exaggerated :  be  that  as  it  may,  he 

already  collected,  and  that  is  more  than 

1  aocount of  10,000  English.   Champion- 

md  Bessieres  is  in  the  town. 
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wliere  there  is  a  garrison  of  about  700  men,  which  is  not,  by.aaf 
means,  enough.  If  they  suffice^  however,  to  firevent  ttut  cneaqr 
from  succeeding,  by  a  coup  de  main,  that  will  be  sufllcient :  ftr 
a  very  few  days  will  bring  together  a  force  which  will  make  the 
English  remember  the  attack  with  a  vengeance.  In  tiie  mean 
time.  Rivaud  has  dispatched  expresses  to  tlie  Directoty  and  ta 
General  Kilmaine^  Commander-in-chief.  To-morrow  will  kt 
us  Ikuow  more  of  the  matter. 

Jiaji  22.  23.  Yesterday  passed  wifliout  any  news  ;  to-daj  the 
Journals  announce  that  the  English  have  attempted  to  bondmri 
Ostend ;  that,  to  this  eflect,  tliey  landed  4,000  men,  who  wwi 
almost  immediately  attacked  and  defeated,  the  General  wooimM 
and  taken  witli  2,000  men,  besides  3  or  400  killed  or  womdedi 
five  or  six  pieces  of  cannon,  and  about  forty  boats.  This  is  aH 
that  tlie  Journals  mention,  tlie  ne^-s  having  come  by  the  Td^ 
graph ;  of  course  we  must  wait  for  tiie  .imrticulars  till  the 
courier.  Rivaud,  in  speaking  of  this  affair  to-day,  made 
mark,  which  I  tliink  wortli  iTconling.  He  said  the  French  ga* 
nerals  of  to-day  undoubtedly  had  not  tlic  extent  and  Tmttj  if 
knowledge  of  tliose  under  the  old  ivgime ;  but  they  made  op  ftr 
tliat  deficiency  by  superior  intrepidity:  and  where  the  chieA  am 
intrepid,  the  French  soldier,  who  is  intrepidity  itself,  will  al» 
ways  follow  tliem,  and  undoubtedly  beat  any  troops  they  meet 
with.  I  have  no  doubt  but  Rivaud  is  riglit  There  is  ft  Teiy 
circumsbintial  accoimt  in  tlie  Journal  of  to-ilay,  of  the  arrival  of 
Buonaparte  at  Toulon,  which  I  cannot  yet  bring  myself  entirB^ 
to  credit:  tliey  go  so  far  as  to  give  his  sjieech  to  the  aniqr,  which 
seems  however  to  me  somewhat  apocn-phal ;  at  leasts  if  it  be  ge- 
nuine, it  is  not  in  his  best  manner.  On  the  whole,  I  doabt  tte 
autlienticity  of  the  intelligence,  as  well  as  of  anotlicr  arCiGle  whkk 
comes  from  Dunkirk,  and  mentions  the  English  being  off  ttat 
coast  with  eight  sail  of  the  line  and  400  transports.  That  eeeos 
to  mc  ratliei*  too  mucli — fOO  transports  wouM  easily  canjr 
60,000  men,  witli  tlieir  horses,  stores,  and  artillery,  for  m  Aoit 
a  passage,  lliat  the  English  arc  off  the  coast,  I  wdl  belienb 
but  not  in  such  numbers. 

Jlay  24,  25.  It  is  certain  that  Buonaparte  is  at  Tonkfi  aad 
embarked  since  tlie  14th  :  his  siieech,  as  I  sospected,  is  not « It 
was  given  in  the  last  journals.  The  genuine  one  I  readto-da|t 
and  there  are  two  sentences  in  it  which  puule  me  coaqiM^. 
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In  the  lint,  at  the  bcginnitig  or  the  addrftw.  he  tells  tixt  trnops 
thattlii^y  fonn  a  i\iiig  of  the  Army  of  Eiigtanil;  in  tlto  M^oiid, 
towurtls  the  end.  be  reminds  tiicm  that  they  have  tlie  g}ory  of  the 
French  natnt'  to  sustuiii  in  countries  and  Mva  the  most  di*)tat)t> 
What  does  UiHt  nicjin  ?  Uho  ];;ning.  fttlrrall,  tn  fndiit  ^  Will  )ie 
mutkr  a  short  cut  to  London  by  way  of  Calcutta  >  1  begin  foully 
to  tiuNpcct  it.  Ilr  has  kII  Wk  savanlt  embarked  with  him.  with 
their  apparatus ;  Uiat  ran  hanlly  be  for  England.  As  for  Kj^ypl, 
of  which  HO  much  has  hrcn  said,  1  never  paid  much  attention  to 
tlie  rqiort.  If  it  be  for  India.  I  wish  to  God  I  were  » itii  hint ; 
I  miglit  be  able  to  ro-uporate  uitli  Will,  and  perhaiw  be  of  ma- 
terial Hervire :  but  what  would  become  of  my  family  in  my  ab- 
sence ^  1  am  in  more  perplexity  at  thin  moment  Utan  I  have 
been  in,  Mince  my  arrival  in  Fnuire.  I  have  a  gotxl  mind  to 
write  to  the  Minister  at  War.  or  of  the  Marine,  wiiom  I  know. 
Why  not  to  Barras  .'  Allons!  1  wilt  wiito  to  Bruts — happy 
go  Incky. 

•Uoy  iG,  I  have  changed  my  mind,  and  written  tJiis  day  a 
letter  to  General  Kilmnine,  acf|uainlingbimwith  Will's  present 
situation  in  India,  and  offering  to  go  tliither.  if  the  gnrernment 
IIiinkN  that  my  srrt  tctv)  can  he  uiicl^il.  rcqitt^itting  scciTcy  ant]  a 
apceily  answer.  I  know  not  how  thli  may  turn  out.  It  is  a  bold 
mcaHtire;  my  only  difllcnlty  is  about  my  family:  but  if  the  Di- 
rcctnry  accept*  my  offer,  I  har«lly  think  they  will  n-fiw  ti>  pay 
my  wife  one  half  of  my  ap|iointmenla  during  my  absence  ;  if 
diey  do  that,  I  will  go  cheerfully  ;  notwithntaiiding  that  the  age 
for  enterprize  in  alotoHtover  with  me.  Myhlocal  is  cooling  fatt. 
"My  Maif  »/  lifr  is  falling  to  the  tfar,  the  yelluw  leaf."  Ituould 
bo  nir^lar.  if.  aftrr  all,  I  were  to  go  out  tii  India.  Twice  or 
thrtcr  already.  I  have  narrowly  Ptcaped  the  voyage,  and  I  con- 
fern  my  rage  fur  hucIi  an  rxjiedition  i.4  considendily  abaU'd; 
nevertlM-lexK,  umlerall  tlie  rircuniiitances,  I  have  thought  it.  on 
due  reSectton,  my  duty  to  make  the  offer,  and  it  rests  aow  witli 
the  Goiernmcnt  to  decide ;  a  few  ilayK  and  I  nball  pnib^ly 
know  the  mtult.  In  tlie  mean  time,  there  i»  no  more  iiuealion  or 
appearance  liore  of  an  attempt  on  England,  than  of  one  on  the 
Moon,  and  I  am  in  coa-teiiuence  devoured  wilh  ennui.  The  ta.it 
papet^  bring  no  further  newif  of  Hubnaitartr  and  bix  expeilition. 
wlikh  seems  ti>  be  mill  at  Toulon:  but  I  lec  that  Admiral  Nel- 
son lia*  joinetl  Karl  St.  Vincent  Iiefore  Catliz.  which  will  not 
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much  facilitate  the  Kortic  of  the  Toulon  fleet  in  case  tlieir 
tination  should  be  to  pass  the  Sti-aits  of  Gibraltar.  I  see  also 
tliat  it  iKas  a  body  of  only  SOO  French,  of  tiie  46th  and  94th 
demi-brigadcs,  who  defeated  the  English  before  Ostend,  aad 
made  1 ,500  prisoners.    It  was  a  most  brilliant  exploit. 

•Vay  27.  28.  The  English  having  appeared  in  force  befim 
Havre,  and  attempted  to  throw  some  bombs  into  the  citj,  Ad> 
jutant  General  Rivaad,  Chef  de  TEtat  Major,  determined  to 
send  me  oifat  a  moment's  warning  to  join  General  Bethenconr^ 
who  commands  the  division.  In  consequence,  having  reoeivid' 
orders,  and  made  up  my  kit,  I  set  off  post,  and  ran  all  nighL 

Jfay  29*  Arrived  tliis  moniing  at  Uavre,  about  four  o'docL 
At  twelve^  waited  on  General  Bethencourt,  who  received  bb 
very  politely.  This  being  tlie  Fete  de  la  Yictoire^  idl  the  oH- 
cers  in  ganison  accompanied  the  General  to  the  Munidpnli^y 
in  oinler  to  assist  at  tlie  ceremony.  The  President  made  an  es* 
cellent  discourse^  full  of  animosity  against  the  English,  wbichl 
perceived  was  most  cordially  received  by  tlie  military.  In  tbe 
evening,  the  Spectacle;  very  bad.  On  my  retui*n  home,  aaw  tun 
conTttes,  working  out  of  the  basin,  in  order  to  put  to  sea*  Gad 
send  them  well  over  it  I  am  lodged  in  the  same  hotel  when  I 
put  up  at  my  first  landing  in  France.  Uow  many  Bcenes  bafe 
I  witnessed  since  ! 

.Vay  30.  This  morning  at  four  oVlock,  tlieru  was  a  heavy 
cannonade  to  the  southwaitl,  which  continued  at  intervals  untO 
ion.  The  weather  is  hazy,  so  tliat  we  can  see  nothing  dislanct|]r* 
1  walked  out  on  the  batteries  three  or  four  times,  but  could  nwlGB 
nothing  of  it:  I  fear  however  the  worst  for  our  corvettes.  Dined 
with  Genei*al  Bethencoui-t,  and  made  after  dinner  the  tour  of  tbe 
ramparts  witli  him  and  Captain  Gourege*  who  commands  I'lndi- 
enne,  a  44,  now  in  tiie  basin.  He  tliinks  the  corvettes  are  driven 
ashore.  I  am  as  melancholy  as  a  cat  upon  these  news.  I  aee^  too^ 
in  the  papers,  that  the  system  of  persecution  goes  on  wiHiont  in- 
termission in  Ii*eland  ;  the  Government  has  seized  five  pieces  if 
cannon  at  Clarke^s,  in  King-stivet,  and  I  know  not  how  nuoy 
pike  staves  in  Bridgefoot-street  I  hope  sincerely  poor  Clarke 
may  c^me  to  no  trouble,  for  I  never  can  forget  his  kindness  to 
my  father.  Altogetherf  I  am  devoured  this  evening  by  tiie  Uns 
devilsy  and  I  must  be  on  the  batteries  again  to  nightf  mt  tan^  b^ 
ing  the  hour  of  high  water,  with  General  Bethencourt  **  Mti^ 
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ho!  Wheuoi  I  sat  in  Babylon/  And  a  tlumsand  fragrant  posie$.*' 
Mtrqi  on  mtf  I  have  a  great  mind  to  cry.  Ten  at  nightm  Took 
a  walk  alone  round  tiic  battcriog,  and  delivered  to  tlie  command- 
ant of  the  place*  a  message  from  tlic  General.  Home  and  to  bedy 
where  1  slept  like  a  top. 

May  31.  My  fears  were  too  true  about  the  corvettes.  Tliey 
fell  in  with  a  squadron  of  five  English  frigates,  and  immediate* 
ly  the  captain  of  the  Vesuve  of  thirty -two  g^ns,  took  fright  and 
ran  his  ship  ashore ;  his  name  is  TEccolier.  He  fired  but  two 
broadsides.  His  comrade,  however,  who  commanded  the  Con- 
fiante,  and  whose  name  is  Pevrieux,  fought  his  sliip  in  anotlier 
guess  manner ;  he  engaged  the  Diamond  within  pistol  shot  for 
three  hours,  and  it  was  not  until  tlie  rest  of  the  squailron  were 
closing  fast  around  liim,  tliat  he  ran  his  ship  ashore,  where  he 
continued  to  defend  himself  for  two  hours ;  so  that  tlie  English 
could  not  succeed  in  tlieir  attempt  to  bum  her ;  but  she  is  dis- 
masted and  torn  to  pieces  by  their  shot  This  affair  is  tlie  more 
honorable  for  him.  as  the  Diamond  carries  t\('enty-four  pound- 
ers, and  his  sliip  twelve  pounders.  In  the  mean  time,  there  are 
two  corvettes  gone,  though  there  are  some  liopes  the  Vesuve  may 
be  got  off.  All  this  does  not  promise  violently  in  favor  of  the 
invasion,  and  indeed  the  English  seem  by  the  papers  to  have  no 
longer  any  uneasiness  on  that  score.  What  will  be  the  result 
after  all,  God  only  knows.  Twelve  at  night ;  rode  out  with  Ge- 
neral Bethencourt,  and  made  the  tour  of  the  different  posts  and 
batteries.  **  All's  well !''  Retumeil  in  perfect  safety,  having  met 
with  nothuig  vforse  tlian  ourselves.  <<  Dan  caught  nothing  in  his 
metJ*  Laughed  immoderately  at  tliat  foolish  quotation  as  v^'e 
rode  away. 


Juirs,  1798.^ 

June  1.  Read  this  morning  an  article  in  a  Paris  Journal, 
which  astonishes  me  more  than  I  can  express.  It  states  that 
General  Daendels  has  fled  from  the  Hague,  and  has  been  pro- 
claimed a  deserter  by  tlie  Dutch  government.  It  seems  orders 
were  given  to  arrest  biniy  which  he  avoided  by  flying  into  France^ 
and  it  is  supposed  he  is  now  at  Paris.    The  true  iMSon ' 
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to  be  his  having  given  his  opinion  too  unguardedly  mi  flie 
Rurefl  or  hiR  Government  This  is  the  whole  of  flie  artid€y 
I  oonliMs  it  a-stonishes  me  most  completely.  Judging  fttm  mj 
own  experience,  1  would  say  that  Daeiidds  is  an  honeat  nnui 
and  a  gooti  citizen,  ir  tiirre  is  one  existing ;  and  I  feam  tj  a 
letter  from  Lewines,  dated  May  tlie  4tli,  and  w  hich  a 
in  some  parts.  fiMm  a  pnident  caution,  that  parfiea 
ingly  high  in  Holland,  so  that  I  must  conclude  be  is  a  Tidan  ti 
his  principles.  Go  now  and  make  revolutions  !  Dneaddi  was 
obliged  to  fly  to  France  ten  years  agOp  from  the  ftaiy  of  As 
Orange  faction :  in  his  absence  he  was  beheaded  in  cilgy*  la 
1794,  he  retumeil  triumphant  witii  Pichegru.  anotlieir  BMnMn* 
ble  instance  of  the  caprices  of  fortune,  and  was  appointed  to  As 
chief  command  of  the  Batavian  army.  Now,  in  1798,  he  ii 
obliged  to  fly  to  France,  with  the  disgraceflil  epitfiet  of 
ter  attached  to  his  name,  to  avoid,  as  I  conclude  IktMn 
stances,  the  fury  of  the  Democratic  party.  It  is  with  nM 
proof  of  a  man*s  integrity,  when,  in  times  of  re^trintionb  he  ii 
sacrificed  alternately  by  botli  parties ;  but  certainly  lAat  hi 
gains  on  tiie  score  of  principle,  he  loses  on  that  of  coaunom 
In  order  to  do  any  good,  witli  any  party,  a  man 
great  sacrifices,  not  only  of  his  judgment,  but 
worse,  1  fear  of  his  conscience  also.  If  he  cannot  bring  his: 
to  tliis,  tlicre  is  but  one  line  of  conduct  for  him  to  pursne^ 
to  quit  the  field.  He  is  the  best  politician,  and  tiie 
man,  who  does  the  most  good  to  his  country  and  tlie  leaet  0fl: 
for  evil  there  will  be,  in  his  despite,  and  lie  most  be  aft 
himself  the  instrument  thereof,  whatever  it  coat  him.  He 
keep  a  sort  of  i-unning  account  witli  liLs  conscience,  where  hek 
to  set  off*  the  good  against  tlie  bad,  and  if  the  balance  he  hi  hb 
favor,  it  is  all  he  can  expect  This  is  but  a  melancholy  spoca 
lation  for  a  man  at  the  beginning  of  his  political  careert  M I 
am  afraid  that  it  will  be  found,  in  eff*oct,  the  only  practicalde  OMb 
If  ever  1  am  thrown  by  chance  into  a  political  aituatieBy  Gel 
knows  how  1  may  act  Thus  far,  at  least,  I  have  preoMfei  py 
principles,  and  tlierefore  I  register  my  qiinion 
I  may  see  how  my  practice  will  square  with  it,  in 
already  said,  that  tlie  occasion  ahonU  ever  present  ilBilf }  tf 
which,  at  this  day,  there  is  very  slight  appearance  indeedi  Mr 
Dacndcls!  I  am  sincerely  sorry  for  him,  and  wlH  MVit^§|Mi 
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liim  Dp  on  any  charge  that  is  not  accompanied  by  an  abaoluta 
demonstration  of  his  guilt,  wliirh  I  do  not  af^nvhend  will  ever 
be  the  case.  I  see  also  in  the  papers,  that  they  have  begun  to 
arrest  the  women  in  Ireland,  Tor  wearing  United  Irish  rings. 
Vill  the  men  submit  to  tliis,  or  is  it  humanly  possible  for  them 
to  resist  ?  I  hate  to  turn  my  thoughts  that  way.  and  avoid  it  as 
much  as  possible.  I  have  already  done  all  that,  iiumanly  speak- 
ing, 1  could  do,  to  sei-ve  my  country  In  France  I  can  only  now 
wait  the  event 

JvMc  2.  Last  night,  walked  all  round  the  ramparts,  and  in- 
sprcted  the  state  of  the  works  «ith  General  Bethencourt  Went 
tbe  rounds  with  him,  as  far  as  tlic  battery  oTLall^ve,  which  is 
above  a  league  from  the  town,  among  tite  rocks,  and  returned 
at  one  this  morning.  «'  ffirni  mrrrify  ire  lixt  tliat  uldifrM  be." 
All  tliis  afternoon  there  has  been  a  honvy  cannonade  to  tiie  south- 
ward, (qqioBite  the  Pointe  de  Dives.  We  conjecture  it  is  tlie  flo- 
tilla oTMuskein,  which  is  endeavouring  to  return,  and  having, 
as  we  suppose^  fallen  in  with  the  Englisli,  has  taken  sheitrr 
vnder  a  little  fart  of  four  pieces  of  cannon  at  the  point  Be  that 
M  it  may,  the  fire  lias  continued  until  an  hour  after  dark.  Walk- 
ed out  with  the  General  to  the  Battery  de  la  Neigc,  in  order  to 
try  an  experiment  which  did  not  succcetl,  for  setting  Arc  to  the 
enemy's  vessels,  by  a  kind  of  combustible  machine,  attached  to 
an  eighteen  pound  shot  It  will  never  answer.  We  are  am  not 
mtn  that  we  may  not  be  attacked  ouraclves  to  night  1  do  not, 
however,  apprehend  it 

June  3.  Last  night  passed  over  quietly,  but  this  morning  at 
rix,  tbe  cannonade  recommenced  at  tbe  Pointe  de  Dives,  which 
ii  abont  seven  leagues  to  the  southward  of  this.  We  can  see  the 
ire  distinctly  from  tlic  tower.  There  are  five  frigates,  which 
iclieve  each  other  alternately,  and  there  are  generally  three  at 
« tim^  on  the  poor  little  fort  of  four  guns:  for  we  see  no  tracn 
of  Muskein's  flotilla.  At  one  o'clock,  whilst  I  write  this,  the 
tra  sttU  continues  with  great  violence,  and  the  fort  still  bcdds 
ont^  I  am  astonialied  it  is  not  torn  to  pieces  long  since.  J(  nigM. 
tho  Are  slackened  soon  after  one,  and  the  tide  beginning  to 
ebb,  ti>e  frigates  retired,  but  a  bombketcb  cootinned  to  throw 
shclK  from  time  t«  limn,  till  half  aftcrtwoi « 
alw.  Ail  quiet  for  Uic  rest  <ri'  the  day. 

JutK  4.  Twtcrday  I  roci-ived  a  letter  from  \i''it 
ral  Rivauii.  inrorming  mc  that  1  might  rcttu-u  < 
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I  pleased.  I  answered  it  to  day.  letting  liim  know  thai  as  4e 
enemy  continued  still  before  the  place.  I  coiradered  it  my  dalf 
to  remain  until  further  onlers.  Nominated  the  citizens  FayoDa^ 
Captain  of  Infantn\  and  Fa^-ory,  of  the  Engineers,  to  fee«j 
Adjoint^,  and  despatched  the  letters  of  nominationto  the 
at  War.  So  now  I  am  fairly  afloat  « IJ I  had  bought 
in  SmithfiM,  I  n'tre  manned^  horned^  and  irrred.^  I  had  Shs 
to  have  forgotten.  This  is  his  Majesty^s  birth  day.  (Si^gk) 
«•  God  save  Great  George  nur  King,**  I  feel  myself  c^Jitmne^y 
loyal  on  tlic  sudden,  mcthinks.  Well,  <^God  knows  fliehmt 
Many  a  body  says  well,  that  thinks  ill,''  &c.  Ac.  &r. 

June  5.  Last  night  went  my  rounds  as  Adjutant  General,  ii 
all  tlie  forms.  <•  1  broughi  in  the  hoar'i  head,  and  quiiiei 
a  man.*'  I  do  not  see«  myself,  that  this  quotation  is 
apjmsite ;  but  no  matter.  1  like  the  idle  activity  of  a  mHitaiy 
lite  well  enough,  and  if  I  were  employed  in  an  Irisii  amgry  I 
should  make  a  tolerable  goofl  officer ;  but  tlie  diflkrence  of  tte 
language  here,  is  terribly  against  me.  However,  I  made  myself 
undei-stood  at  all  the  outixxsts,  which  is  sufficient  for  nqr  fi^ 
|K)se.  Ilrf  la  Repnblique.  I  do  not  know  what  that  saUyislrirf 
I  am  SUIT.  The  rrjioi-t  in  Havre  tliis  morning  is,  that  the  T%a> 
Ion  fleet  has  ho«il(Mi  an  Knglisli  squadron  in  the  MeditemnesB* 
nud  taken  four  sail  of  Uic  line.  •^^  ffauld  I  could  secitfqmaihMhd 
Hugh.'' 

June  6,  7.  8.  Citi/en  Fayolles,  my  Adjoint,  is  arrived  fipM 
Rouen,  so  I  am  sonuHhing  more  at  my  case.  Testerdaj  Ab. 
enemy  ap|)eaivd  before  Ha\Te,  and  from  their  manoenTres  tro 
exiMTted  an  attsick.  In  consequence,  all  the  batteries  wore  math 
ued  and  the  furnaces  heated.  I  was  stationed  iu  the  Pstflfin 
Nalionale.  AlKiiit  tliree  oVlock  in  tlic  afternoon,  tibqr 
down  ujHin  u.s  within  two  cannon  shot :  but  after  some 
time,  hauled  their  wind  and  stood  oflf  again :  so  we  were  qnitir 
tiie  fright.  As  they  jmssed  the  battery,  at  the  Pmnte  la  Hiin^ 
tliey  threw  about  half  a  dozen  shells,  to  answer  as  many 
the  liattery  liad  fired  at  them,  d  taute  voUe*  but  neither  the 
nor  the  other  did  any  damage.  1  saw  three  of  the  shells  fldttt; 
Hit  water,  and  all  the  shot.  Two  of  the  latter  passed  rtrfi 
the  himibketcfa.  but  the  distance  was  entirdy  too 
wonder  the  General  does  not  give  orders  never  ts  §ttj 
tanre  to  do  mischief.  If  the  encmv  waste  their' 
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there  is  no  reason  we  should  waste  ours,  ^u  resie^  it  was  a  fine 
sight,  and  I  should  have  eiyoyed  it  more,  had  it  not  been  for 
certain  <<  speculations  on  futurity  and  the  transmif^ration  of 
soulsy"  which  presented  themselyes  to  my  fancy  at  times.  I  defy 
any  man  to  know  whether  he  is  brave  or  not,  until  he  is  tried, 
and  I  am  very  far  from  boasting  of  myself  on  that  score ;  but 
the  fact  is,  and  I  was  right  glad  of  it,  that  when  I  found  myseir 
at  my  battery,  and  saw  the  enemy  bearing  right  Aoyfn  upon  us, 
and  as  I  thought  to  begin  the  cannonade,  though  I  cannot  say 
with  truth,  that  I  was  perfectly  easy,  yet  neither  did  I  feel  at  di 
disconcerted ;  and  I  am  satisfied,  as  far  as  a  man  in  that  situ- 
ation can  judge  of  himself,  that  I  should  have  done  my  duty 
well,  and  without  any  great  effort  of  resolution.  The  crowd  and 
the  bustle,  the  noise,  and  especially  the  conviction  that  the  eyes 
ft  the  cannoniers  were  fixed  on  the  ehapeau  gaUmnif  settled 
me  at  once ;  it  is  the  etiqilette  in  such  cases,  that  the  General 
stands  conspicuous  on  the  parapet,  whilst  the  cannoniers  are 
covered  by  the  epaulmenU  which  is  truly  amusing  for  him  that 
commands.  Nevertheless,  1  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  easier  to 
behave  well  on  the  parapet,  exposed  to  all  the  fire,  than  in  the 
battery,  where  the  danger  is  much  less.  1  had  time  to  make  all 
these,  and  diverse  otlier  wise  remarks  during  my  stay:  for  it 
six  in  the  evening  before  the  English  stood  ott;  and,  on  the 
of  an  honest  man,  I  cannot  truly  say  I  was  sorry  when  I 
saw  them  decidedly  turn  their  backs.  There  were  eight  sail,  viz : 
fbur  frigates,  two  bombketches,  one  brig,  and  one  cutter.  Huz- 
sa!  Vive  la  Republique!  **  Thm  far  our  arm$  have  mth  sue* 
can  been  crowned.  For  though  ive  have  notfmghtf  yet  have  we 
fimmd  no  enemy  tojight  withaL**  HwG»aI  Hnxxa! 

Jane  Qy  10, 1 1,  12.  Yesterday  I  read  in  the  French  papers, 
9M  account  of  the  acquittal  of  Arthur  O'Connor  at  Maidstone, 
and  of  his  being  taken  instantly  into  custody  again.  Undoubt- 
edly Pitt  means  to  send  him  to  Ireland,  in  hopes  of  finding  there 
a  OMMPe  complaisant  jury.  Quig^y,  the  priest,  is  found  guilty; 
it  seems  he  has  behaved  admirably  ¥Fell,  which  1  confess  was 
■Mire  than  I  expected ;  his  death  redeems  him.  Alley,  Binns» 
aad  Leary,  the  servant,  are  also  acquitted  and  discharged. 
i^pears  to  have  behaved  with  great  intrepidity.  On 
Hite  GUfldody,  he  addressed  tlie  judges,  desiring  to 

with  his  brother,  wiio^  like  him,  was 
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arquittrd  of  high  treasi>n.  and,  like  him,  was  arrested  in  the  very 
court  The  jiulge,  Bullcn  answered  liim  coldly,  that  their  com- 
mission  expired  when  tlie  sentence  was  pronounced,  and  fliat 
tlic  court  could  do  nothing  farther  in  the  husiness.   He  was  in- 
stantly committed.  My  satisfaction  at  thisViumph  of  O'Connor. 
is  almost  totally  destroyed  by  a  second  article  in  the  same 
\vik\^r.  which  mentions  that  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  has  been 
arivsted  in  Thomas-street  Dublin,  after  a  most  desperate  re* 
sistance,  in  which  himself,  the  niagisti-ate,  one  Swan,  and  Ci^~ 
tain  Hyan,  who  commanded  the  guard,  were  severely  woand* 
ed.  1  cannot  describe  die  eflect  which  this  intelligence  had  on 
uie ;  it  brought  on,  almost  immediately,  a  spasm  in  my  sla- 
mach,  which  confined  me  all  day.  1  knew  Fitzgerald  but  voy 
little,  but  1  honor  and  venerate  his  character,  which  he  hai 
uniformly  sustained,  and,  in  this  last  instance,  illustrated.  What 
miserable  wretches  by  his  side  ara  tlie  gentr}'  of  Ireland!  I 
would  rather  be  Fitzgerald,  as  he  is  now,  wounded  in  his  dsn- 
geon.  than  Pitt  at  tlie  head  of  the  British  Empire.  What  a 
noble  fellow !    Of  the  first  family  in  Ireland,  with  an  eaqr  Ifar- 
tune,  a  beautiful  wife,  and  family  of  lovely  children,  the  cer- 
tainty of  a  splendid  appointment  under  Government  if  he  wmrii 
condescend  to  sup))ort  their  measures,  ho  has  devoted  hinadf 
wholly  to  the  emancipation  of  his  country,  and  sacrificed  every 
thing  to  it,  even  to  his  blood.    My  only  consolation  is  the  hope 
that  his  enemies  have  no  capital  charge  against  hiniy  and  wiD 
be  obligeil  to  limit  their  rage  to  his  imprisonment  The  cil^'anl 
county  of  Dublin  are  proclaimed,  and  under  martial  law.  What 
I  combine  this  with  the  late  seizure  of  cannon  at  ClarioB^Sy  I 
am  strongly  inclined  to  tliink  tliat  Fitzgerald  was  organisnig 
an  attack  on  the  capital.  Poor  fellow.  He  is  not  the  first  TOi- 
gerald  who  has  sacrificed  himself  to  tlie  cause  of  his  cunaliy. 
There  is  a  wonderful  similarity  of  principle  and  fiirtoae  to* 
tween  him  and  his  ancestor  Lord  Thomas,  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
VII,  who  lost  his  head  on  Tower-hill,  for  a  (pillant,  but  IMI- 
less  attempt,  to  recover  tlie  independence  of  Ireland.  God  sent 
tlie  catasti'ophe  of  his  noble  descendant  be  not  the  samt^  I  drttd 
every  thing  for  him,  and  my  only  consolation  is  in  qpecnlstiOM 
of  revenge.    If  tlic  blood  of  this  brave  young  man  be  shsdlijf 
tlie  hand  of  his  enemies,  it  is  no  ordinary  Tengeanoe  whidl  wtt 
content  the  People,  whenever  the  day  oi  retribntiiHi  tftivM  1 
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canuot  expresa  the  rage  I  feel  at  my  own  helplessness  at  this 
inoment;  but  what  can  I  do?  Let  me  if  possible  ttiink  no  mora; 
it  sets  me  half  mad. 

June  13.  Yesterday  evening,  about  six  o'clock,  the  enemy 
approached  again,  almost  witliin  random  shot  of  the  batteries. 
Tbty  were  immediately  manned,  and  the  furnaces  heated,  bat 
the  enemy  keeping  a  cautious  distonccy  notliing  ensued.  We 
fired  two  or  tiiree  tiLot  irom  tlie  Batterie  du  Nord,  hut  observ- 
ing tiiey  fell  short,  we  ceased  firing ;  the  enemy  did  not  return 
one  gun,  and  stood  off  at  eight.  This  morning,  at  eight  o'clock, 
I  was  roused  by  two  or  tlirec  guns ;  1  dressed  myself  in  a  hun7, 
and  ran  to  the  batteries,  where  I  arrived  before  the  cannoniers, 
or  any  of  my  comrades ;  tlic  enemy  were,  as  the  evening  before, 
something  more  tiian  a  random  shot  from  the  line.  The  gunboats 
had  opened  their  fire,  but  to  no  efirct;  of  at  least  one  hundred  shot, 
not  one  reached  aboard,  though  the  guns  were  admirably  point- 
ed. By  what  I  can  obscn'c,  we  always  b^in  to  fire  a  great 
deal  too  soon,  lliey  cmnplain  here  that  the  English  powder  is 
better  than  the  French,  in  the  proportion  of  near  two  to  one. 
Tet  wc  fire  on  tliem  at  full  one-tliii-d  more  than  the  distance. 
We  fired  two  or  tliree  shot  from  the  batteries,  merely  to  slfltw 
the  gunboats  that  wc  were  tliere  to  support  them ;  but  without 
any  expectation  of  i-cacliing  the  enemy,  who,  all  this  time,  never 
condescended  to  return  us  one  gun.  After  about  half  an  hour 
the  fira  ceased,  and  tlie  enemy  stood  off.  I  do  not  well  coocei\-e 
Ifae  object  of  these  two  visits,  last  night  and  tliis  morning.  It  is 
now  eleven,  A.  M.  and  we  expect  them  again  with  tiio  evening 
tide ;  may  be  then  wc  shall  see  something.  I  ha^'e  been  running 
over  in  my  mind  ttic  list  of  my  friends,  and  of  the  men  whom, 
without  being  so  intimately  connected  with  them,  I  most  es- 
teem. Scarcely  do  I  find  one  who  is  not  or  has  not  tieen  in  exile 
urfnimn,  and  in  jeopardy  of  his  life.  To  begin  with  Russell  and 
Emraett,  the  two  dearest  of  my  friends,  at  this  moment  in  prison 
on  a  capital  charge.  M'Neven  and  J.  Sweetman,  my  old  fel- 
low-laboreitf^in  tlic  Catliolic  cause ;  Edward  Fitzgerald,  Artiiur 
wid  Rf^er  O'Connor,  wliom,  though  I  know  less  personally, 
I  do  not  less  esteem;  Sampson,  Bond,  JjackMD  aoA  his  sou, 
Miil  in  prlKuii;  Robert  and  Williani  Biuuus,  the  mm  in  tlt<- 
world  to  whose  frirndidiip  I  tuu  most  QbUgcd«  but  just  dls- 
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mirk,  absrondcd  :  Rov'an  and  Dr.  Reynold!  in  America;  I^- 
uines,  Tennant,  Lawry,  Hamiltoiv  Teeling.  Tandy,  &c.  and 
otlicrfl^  with  wltom  1  have  little  or  no  acquaintance,  but  «lMMn  I 
inuxt  preHume  to  be  victims  of  tlkeii'  patriotiam,  not  to  speak  of 
my  own  Tamily  in  France,  Gprmany,  and  elsewhere.  Stokea 
dJHgraceil  on  suspicion  of  virtue.  It  is  a  gloomy  cmtali^iie  ftr 
a  mnn  to  cant  bia  eyes  over.  Of  all  my  political  connectiaH  I 
see  but  John  Keogh  who  has  escaped,  and  how  he  baa  had  tbit 
inmnroivable  good  fortune,  is  to  ine  a  miracle. — Tenatm^iL 
I  have  been  tliesc  two  Ihnifb  at  tlie  batteries,  but  the  enemy  ketfl 
at  a  most  prudent  distwice.  It  is  downright  wearying  to  be  ia 
rmitinual  exiicrtation  of  an  attack,  and  1  begin  to  lose  ny  p^ 
tience.  To-night  I  was  almost  wire  we  should  have  had  a  biwdh 
but  it  ended  in  nothing.  Confound  them,  tbey  team  um;  '*«f 
Moufiin  amu,  and  eager  far  the  fray,"  and  the  enany  want 
indulge  nie,  wliich  is  unkind.  It  is  not  that  I  thirst  unteaaonaUy 
fortlifirdratructinn  ;  for  lam  like  Parson  Adams,  **lTOmiId»at 
have  the  blood,  even  of  the  icicked  vpon  me."  Apropos.  I  ahoiild 
remark  that  tiie  cannoniers  of  the  town  sliew  the  greatest  ical ; 
they  wrrv  tliis  morning  the  first  oh  the  battcriea.  and  I  rcmaiked 
among  them  several  coUefs  nmrt.  (royalists.)  who  seemed  to  ds- 
»ire  notliing  better  Uian  to  begin  the  rannonadcb  The  fiu:t  i% 
that  Uic  French  are  a  most  intrepid  people,  and  I  fbrgive  lbs 
jeunet  getta  a  great  deal  of  tlicir  frivolity  and  nonaense  in  &Tar 
of  their  courage.  For  my  pai-t,  I  was  nn  my  parapeti  and  I 
could  not  lielp  laughing  at  my  own  wit.  or  ratlier  Bbcridaa'^ 
in  a  bright  ijuotation  I  made  from  Acres,  iu  tlie  Itivals,  "  01* 
thai  Ivere  at  Ctodhatl  now,  or  that  I  eottld  be  that  before  Iwui 
aware."    Allons!  Courage!  Vive  la  Republique! 

June  14,  15,  16.  Last  night,  at  the  Cmnedie,  I  bad  a  coar^ 
aation  witli  General  Kilinaine,  who  has  been  here  these  two 
days,  which  did  not  much  encourage  me,  on  the  present  postan 
of  our  affairs.  lie  began  on  Uie  subject  oT  my  letter  of  tbe  S6th 
May,  ofK'ring  to  go  t»  India.  He  said  he  had  not  answered  )t, 
because  the  Dirertory  not  having  commnnicatcd  to  bin  tta 
object  of  the  Toulon  expedition,  if  he  hail  made  ttie  oIRr,  em 
my  part,  it  would  have  looked  as  if  ha  were  fishing  for  infimai^ 
tion ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  would  keep  it  in  his  niad,  and 
mention  it,  if  he  saw  n  At  occasion.  I  told  him  it  was  aat  ■ 
'thing  that  I  pressed,  or  wished  to  give  for  non  than  it  wm 
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worth ;  my  object  was  merely  to  inform  the  Government  tliat^ 
if  nothing  were  likely  to  be  done  in  Europe,  and  an  attempt 
were  to  be  made  in  India,  if  tiiey  thought  that,  under  the 
cin-umstanoesy  my  services  could  be  of  any  use,  I  was  ready 
to  go  in  twenty-four  hours.  General  Kilmaine  answered,  tliat 
a  short  time  would  let  us  see  the  object  of  Buonaparte*s  plan ; 
that,  in  die  mean  time,  there  was  a  supplementary  armament 
preparing  at  Toulon,  of  two  ships  of  the  line,  with  some  frigates 
and  transports,  and,  if  it  were  destined  for  India,  we  would 
then  see  what  was  to  be  done.  This  conversation  naturally  in- 
troduced the  subject  of  the  grand  expedition  against  England 
or  Ireland,  of  which,  from  Kilmaine's  report,  I  do  not  see  the 
smallest  probability.  The  Marine  is  in  a  state  of  absolute  nul- 
lity ;  tlie  late  Minister,  Pleville  Lepeley,  towards  the  end  of 
his  ministry',  hafl  disarmed  all  the  ships  of  the  line,  so  that  when 
he  was  pressed  by  the  Directory,  it  appeared  that  notliing  was 
ready,  and,  in  consequence,  after  about  a  month's  shuffling,  he 
was  obliged  to  resign.  I  mentioned  that  I  had  better  hopes  c^ 
the  present  Minister,  Bruix,  who,  besides  being  a  man  of  ac- 
knowledged talents  and  activity,  was,  in  a  certain  degree,  bound 
in  honor  to  try  the  expedition,  having  taken  so  active  a  part  in 
conducting  the  last  and  been  even  indirectly  implicated  by  Ids 
enemies  in  its  failure,  which  ought  naturally  to  pique  him  to 
make  tlie  {greatest  exertions.  Kilmaine  said,  <«that  was  all 
true :  but  what  could  Bruix  do  ?  In  the  first  place,  he  had  no 
money ;  in  the  next,  the  arsenals  of  Brest  were  empty,  and 
what  stores  they  had  in  other  ports,  they  could  not  convey 
tliitlier,  from  the  superiority  of  tlie  naval  force  of  the  enemy, 
which  kept  every  thing  blocked  up ;  finally,  that  of  fourteen 
sail  of  the  line,  now  in  the  port  of  Brest,  there  were  but  three 
in  a  state  to  put  to  sea ;  that  the  Government,  towards  the  end 
€l  Pleville  Lepeley*s  ministry,  being  apparently  uninformed  of 
flie  real  state  of  the  Marine,  had  ordered  him  (Kilmaine)  to 
have  the  army  prepared;  in  consequence  of  which,  he  had 
marched  about  17,000  men  towards  ttie  coast,  where  they  still 
remained,  viz.  six  demi-brigades  of  infantry,  one  regiment  of 
dragoons,  one  of  hussars,  and  one  of  chasseurs,  besides  tlie  artil- 
lery; but  that  there  was  no  manner  of  appearance  of  any  tiling  be- 
ing done  by  tiie  Marine.*'  All  this  Ls  as  bad  as  can  be.  I  then  ask- 
ed whether  he  could  tell  roe  tho  determination  of  the  Government 
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\\ith  iTganl  to  the  cadres  of  regiments,  formed  by  General 
iloche  for  the  last  exjiedition,  and  whctlier  the  Irishmen  now  in 
Paris  i^ere  to  be  employed  in  them  ?    He  said  he  had  spoken 
of  it  twenty  times  to  tlic  Dii*ectors  ;  tliat,  in  fiEict,  the  existence 
of  those  cadivs  was  autliorized  by  no  law»  and  if  there  was 
any  question  about  them,  the  consequence  would  be  their  inu 
mediate  siqipressitm :  that,  if  the  expedition  took  place,  the 
matter  wouhl  be  managed :  but,  in  tlie  mean  time,  nothing 
could  be  done,  the  constitution  being  expi*ess  against  employing 
ft)reigne]*s,  and  that  jeakmsy  carried  so  far,  tliat  the  Directoiy 
wero  obliged  to  refuse  the  offer  of  a  regiment  of  hussars,  made 
to  them  by  the  Cisaljnnes  :  which  fact  I  i-ememher  myself^  and, 
in  truth,  cannot  blame  tlie  French  for  adopting  a  principle  so 
reasonable  in  itself.  1  then  mentioned  that  the  situation  of  those 
young  men  now  in  Paris  was  very  painful,  and  that  I  was 
afraid,  if  something  were  not  done  in  tlieir  behalf,  they  would 
be  reduced  tn  great  difficulties.    He  said  he  felt  all  that;  at  tin 
same  time,  the  conduct  of  many  of  the  Irish  in  Paris,  was  snd 
as  to  reflect  credit  neitlier  on  themselves  nor  their  country. 
That  there  was  nothing  to  be  heard  of  amongst  them,  but  de- 
nunciations, and  ir  vwvy  one  of  them,  sejiarately,  spoke  truthf 
all  llie  rest  were  rascals.  At  tiie  same  time,  there  was  one  tiling 
in  their  lavor :  hitherto  they  had  asked  nothing  for  tbemselveB^ 
w  liich,  in  some  degree,  saved  thcii*  credit — except  one,  named 
(rFiiin,  wlin  a])i)eared  in  the  light  of  a  mere  adventurer;  that 
Tandy  had  also  ajiplied  for  assistance,  and  that  he  (Rilroaine) 
believing  the  {hmh'  old  man  to  be  in  distre^ss,  had  signed  a  paper 
to  t)ic  Minister  at  War,  requesting  he  might  be  employed.  I 
answered,  tiiat  I  was  heaiiily  sorry  for  the  account  he  gavene 
of  the  conduct  of  our  countrymen,  which  I  had  some  reasmi  Id 
belie\e  he  had  not  exaggei-ated,  having  been  denounced  myself 
more  than  once,  for  no  other  offence,  as  I  believe  in  my  oonsdeno^ 
than  the  rank  I  held  in  the  French  army,  which  caused  heait* 
burnings  amongst  them ;  that  the  misfoi-tuno  was,  that  they  came 
into  Franco  with  their  ideits  mounted  too  high;  from  having 
had  a  ceHain  degree  of  influence  among  tlie  people  athonei  and. 
finding  themselves  absohitely  without  any  in  France,  their 
pers  were  sounnl,  and  tlieir  ill  humor  vented  itself  in 
lions  of  each  other.    I  tlien  took  occasion  to  ask  the  Genend^ 
w  hetlier,  in  the  w  orat  events  of  a  general  pcace^  leaving  Irdani 
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under  tlie  British  yoke,  he  thought  the  French  Government 
would  do  any  thing  for  the  Irish  patriots,  wiio  had  suffered  so 
much  in  their  cause;  and  who,  by  the  number  of  men  they  em- 
ployed, and  the  quantity  of  money  tiiey  had  cost  England, 
had  served  as  a  powerful  diversion  in  favor  of  the  Republic, 
without  putting  her  to  the  expense  of  one  shilling;  and  I  men- 
tioned the  example  of  England,  after  the  revocation  of  tlic  edict 
of  Nantz,  who  had  received  with  open  arms,  and  given  all  pos- 
sible encouragement  to  the  French  Protestants,  with  far  less 
reason  than  in  the  present  instance.  The  General  answered, 
that  in  the  event  I  mentioned,  he  had  no  doubt  but  the  French 
Government  would  give  every  possible  encouragement  to  the 
Irish  Refugees.  I  then  observed  to  him,  that  1  lia^  been  think- 
ing, whether  tlie  islands  in  tlie  Gulf  of  Venice*  Corfou,  &c., 
did  not  offer  a  convenient  occasion  for  affording  a  settlement, 
and  especially  as  their  destiny  was  yet  unsettled — at  the  same 
time,  that  I  merely  threw  it  out  as  a  hint  for  him  to  think  of, 
having  myself  no  definite  ideas  on  tlie  subject  He  said  he  would 
turn  it  in  his  mind,  and  so  our  conversation  ended.   All  this  Is 
as  discouraging  as  it  can  well  be.    I  am  sworn  not  to  despair. 
It  is  my  motto,  but  if  it  were  not  for  tliat  I  know  not  what  I 
should  do  to-day.    It  is  now  t^'enty-eight  days  since  Buona- 
parte sailed  from   Toulon,  and  the  only  certain  news  that  we 
have  from  the  Mediterranean  is,  that  Lord  St  Vincent's  fleet 
has  been  reinforced  by  six  sail  of  the  line  from  England,  and 
four  from  Portugal,  (these  last  Portuguese ;)  that  he  has  left 
eighteen  sail  to  blockade  Cadiz,  and  has  passed  the  Straits  of 
Gibraltar  with  sixteen  sail,  of  course  his  prime  vessels ;  if  that 
be  so,  and  he  falls  in  with  the  French  fleet  of  thirteen  sail,  en- 
cumbered with  a  large  convoy,  there  is  an  end  of  the  Toulon 
expedition,  even  supposing,  what  I  hardly  think  possible,  that 
the  French,  with  that  inferiority,  should  not  be  utterly  defeat- 
ed. It  is  dreadfuL  I  should  have  observed  in  its  place,  that  Ge- 
neral Kilmaine  told  me,  that  denunciations  of  the  Irish  bad 
even  reached  the  Government  and  had  of  course  lowered  the 
nation  in  their  esteem ;  he  added  tliat  Lewines,  however,  was 
not  implicated,  of  which  I  am  heartily  glad.  I  did  not  ask  him 
how  it  was  with  regard  to  myself. 

January  17,  18.  The  news  I  have  notmdk  «      -Mmiing, 
partly  by  tiie  papers^  and  partly  by  kttm  t 
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brother,  are  or  the  last  importance.  As  1  suspectadt  the  kiws 
and  unfortunate  Fitzgerald  was  meditating  an  attack  on  the  car 
pital,  which  was  to  have  taken  place  a  few  days  after  that  on 
which  he  was  arrested.  He  is  since  dead  in  prison  ;  his  career 
is  finished  gloriously  for  himself,  and,  whatever  be  flie  evenly 
his  memory  will  live  forever  in  the  heart  of  every  honest  Irisli* 
man.  He  was  a  gallant  fellow.  For  us,  who  remain  aa  yet,  and 
may  perhaiis  soon  follow  hinit  the  only  way  to  lament  his 
is  to  endeavor  to  revenge  it  Among  his  papers,  it  aeem 
found  tlie  plan  of  the  insurrection,  the  proclamation  intended  ti 
be  published,  and  several  othenu  by  which  fliose  i^  the  Icadi 
of  the  People,  who  have  thus  far  escaped,  have  been  implicaftBi^ 
and  several  of  tlicm  seized.   Among  otiiers,  1  see  Tom  Braug- 
hall.  Lawless,  son  of  Lord  Cloncurry,  Curran,  son  of  the  Bai^ 
rister.  Chambers  and  P.  Byrne,  printers,  with  several  Mian, 
whom  I  cannot  recollect    All  this,  including  the  deafli  of  tta 
brave  Fitzgerald,  has,  it  appears,  but  accelerated  mattera ;  tte 
insurrection  has  formally  commenced  in  several  conntieB  of 
Leinster,  especially  Kildare  and  >Ve3Lford ;  the  details  in  tta 
French  pajiers  arc  very  imperfect  but  1  see  there  have  besn 
several  actions.  At  Monastereven,  Naas,  Clain,  and  Proaperaa^ 
the  three  last  immediately  in  my  ancient  neighboriiood,  flNn 
have  been  sk\rmishes,  generally,  as  is  at  first  to  be  expected^  ti 
the  advantage  of  the  army :  at  Prosperous,  tlie  Coric  militia  woe 
surprised  and  defeated.    Tlie  villains — ^to  bear  arms  apdvt 
their  country-.  Killcullen  is  bunit ;  at  Carlow,  fonr  hundred 
Irish,  it  is  said,  were  killed ;  at  Castletlermot  fifty ;  in  retv% 
in  County  Wexford,  where  ap]K*ai-H  to  be  their  principal  feroe^ 
tliey  have  defeated  a  party  of  six  hundred  English,  kilkd  flues 
hundred,  and  the  Commander,  Colonel  Walpole,  and  taken  ivi 
pieces  of  cannon.    This  victory,  small  as  it  is^  will  give  tiha 
people  courage,  and  show  tliem  that  a  red  coat  is  no  moie  in- 
vincible than  a  grey  one.  At  Rathmines,  there  has  been  an  at 
fair  of  cavalry,  where  the  Irish  had  the  worst,  and  two  of 
leaders,  named  Ledwich  and  Keogh,  were  taken,  and,  I 
sume,  immediately  executed.  I  much  fear  that  Out  lafl(t  ia  Car- 
nelius,  eldest  son  to  my  friend,  J.  Keogh,  and  a  gallant  Udj 
if  it  be  so,  I  shall  re-gret  lum  sincerely ;  but  how  many  ottir 
valuable  lives  must  be  sacrificed,  before  tlie  fortmie  of  blind 
be  decided!   Dr.  Esmmde,  and  eight  other  gntknMnaf  J^T 
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County*  hare  been  banged ;  at  Nenagh,  tlie  English  wbip  the 
■lost  respectable  inhabitants,  till  their  blood  flows  into  the  ken- 
nel, llie  atrocious  barbarity  of  their  conduct  is  only  ro  be  ex- 
celled by  the  folly  of  it ;  never  yet  was  a  rebellion,  as  tliey  call 
it,  quelled  by  such  means.  The  eighteen  tliousand  victims  sa- 
crificed by  Alva  in  the  Low  Countries  in  five  years,  and  on  the 
acafTold,  did  not  prevent  the  establishment  of  the  liberty  of  Hol- 
land. From  the  blood  of  every  one  of  the  martyrs  of  the  liberty 
of  Ireland,  will  spring,  I  hope,  thousands  to  revenge  their  falL 
In  all  this  confusion  of  events,  there  is  one  circumstance  which 
looks  welL  The  English  Government  publish,  latterly,  no  de- 
tailed accounts,  but  say,  in  general,  that  all  goes  well,  and  that 
a  few  days  will  suffice  to  extinguish  tiie  rebellion ;  at  tlie  same 
time  they  are  fortifying  the  pigeon  house  in  Dublin,  in  onler  to 
secure  a  retreat  for  the  Government  in  case  of  the  worst,  wliich 
does  not  savor,  extremelv,  of  tlie  immediate  extinction  of  the 
rebellion.  Those  are  all  the  details  I  recollect,  and  tliey  are  of 
the  last  importance.  What  will  -he  French  Government  do  in 
the  present  crisis?  After  all,  their  aid  appears  to  be  indispen- 
sable: for  the  Iiish  have  no  means  but  numbers  and  courage- 
powerful  and  indispensable  instruments,  it  is  true,  but  which, 
after  all,  rec|uire  arms  and  ammunition,  and  1  fear  tliey  ai'e  but 
poorly  provided  with  either.  They  have  an  army  of  at  least 
60,000  disciplined  men  to  deal  with:  fon  to  their  immortal  dis- 
g^race  and  infamy,  the  militia  and  yeomanry  of  Ireland  concur 
with  the  English  to  rivet  tlieir  country's  chains,  and  their  o^^ ; 
and,  to  my  great  mortification,  1  see  some  of  my  old  friends  in 
the  number ;  Griffith  and  his  yeomen,  for  example,  in  County 
Kildare,  and  Plunkett,  in  the  House  of  Commons.  They  may 
yet  be  sorry  for  this  base  prostitution  of  their  character  and  ta- 
lents. If  ever  the  day  of  retribution  arrives,  as  arrive  I  think  it 
must,  they  will  fall  unpitied  victims,  and  thousands  of  other  par- 
ricides like  them,  to  the  just  fury  of  the  People,  which  it  will  be 
impossible  to  restrain.  What  must  I  do  now?  General  Bethen- 
Goort  returns  this  evening,  the  English  seem  to  have  given  up 
all  idea  of  an  attack  on  this  port,  so  1  may  go  w  ith  honor.  I 
will  apply  for  an  order  to  join  General  Kilmaine  at  Rouen,  and 
when  we  are  there,  we  will  see  farther* 

Jwne  19.   This  evening,  at  five,  set  off  for  Booeii,  having 
taken  leave  of  General  Bethenronrt  last  ughC  ' 
Vol.  JI— 64 


5U6  JOURNAL  OF  JUNE,  1798. 

with  civilities.  Arrived  at  five  in  the  evening,  and  met 
Rivaiid.  General  Kilmaiiie  is  also  arrived ;  so  I  shall  aee  him 
to-morrow.  General  Grouchy,  who  commanded  the  Armie  OD- 
fcdiiionnaire  in  Banti-y  Bay,  and  to  whom  I  was  much  attadiedy 
ifl  also  here.  I  had  written  him  a  letter,  two  days  agow  fnm 
Havre,  to  felicitate  him  on  his  appointment  to  the  command  of 
the  cavalry  or  the  Army  of  England.  Rivaud  tells  me  lie  was 
delighted  to  hear  I  was  employed,  and  intended  toapplj  for  flw 
to  be  his  Adjutant  General,  of  which  1  am  very  glad,  for  a  Tar 
riety  of  reasons.  I  will  call  on  him,  and  on  the  General-in-dikC 
to-morrow  morning.  No  news  yet  of  the  Toulon  expeditio»-« 
it  is  inconceivable! 

June  20.  To-day  is  my  birtli-day.  I  am  thirty-five  yean  of 
age ;  more  tlian  half  the  career  of  my  life  is  finished,  and  how 
little  have  I  yet  been  able  to  do.  Well,  it  has  not  been,  at  ksas^ 
for  want  of  inclination,  and,  I  may  add,  of  efforts.  I  had  bopest 
two  years  ago,  that,  at  the  period  1  write  tliis,  my  debt  to  wj 
country  would  have  been  discliargcd.  and  tlie  fate  of  Irelaad 
settled  for  good  or  evih  To-day  it  is  more  uncertain  than  even 
1  Uiink,  however.  I  may  safely  say,  1  have  neglected  no  step  to 
which  my  duty  called  nie.  and,  in  that  conduct,  1  will  peraiat  ti 
the  last  Called  this  morning  on  General  Grouchy— I  find  him 
full  of  a]*dor  for  our  busineas ;  he  has  read  all  the  details,  and 
talks  of  going  to  Paris  in  two  or  tliree  days,  to  press  Hie  Direc- 
tory upon  that  subject  11  is  idea  is  to  try  an  embarkaticHi  aboaid 
the  corvettes  and  privateers  of  Nantes  ;  on  which,  he  tiiink% 
at  least  SODO  men  with  20,000  muskets  can  bo  stowedy  and  he 
speaks  as  if  he  meant  to  apply  for  the  command  of  this  little  ar- 
roanient  What  would  1  not  give  that  he  should  succeed  in  the 
ap]dication.  1  once  endeavored  to  be  of  service  to 
Grouchy,  wlien  I  saw  him  unjustly  misrepresented,  after 
return  from  DantiTr  Bay,  and  he  does  not  seem  to  have  forgot* 
ten  it:  for  nothing  could  be  more  friendly  and  aflectionate  tiiaa 
his  Inception  of  me  to-day.  We  talked  over  the  last  ezpeditioni 
He  said  lie  had  shed  teai-s  of  rage  and  vcscation  fifty  times  sinee^ 
at  the  recollection  of  the  opportunity  of  which  he  had  iieen  d^ 
prived :  and  there  was  one  thing  which  he  would  never  pardon  in 
himself— that  he  did  not  seize  Douvct  by  the  collar,  and  throv 
him  ovcriioard,  tiie  moment  he  attempted  to  raise  a  diflcaltgr  ta 
to  tiie  landing.  lie  also  mentioned  his  intention  toqppiy 
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fo  be  hifl  Adjutant  General,  of  which  I  am  ver>'  glad,  and  addcd^ 
that  as  he  believed  he  would  have  the  command  of  tlic  fourth 
division  of  the  Army  of  England,  besides  his  command  of  the 
cavalry,  in  which  Nantes  was  included,  in  case  the  Govern- 
ment relished  his  offer,  he  would  be  at  hand  to  execute  our  plan, 
making,  at  the  same  time,  a  great  parade  at  Brest,  and  else- 
where, to  divert  tlie  attention  of  the  enemy.  In  short,  he  shows 
the  same  zeal  and  ardor  in  our  cause  that  I  had  occasion  to  i*e- 
mark  in  him  during  tiie  late  expedition ;  and  I  look  on  it  as  a 
fortunate  circumstance  for  me  to  be  attached  to  him.    From 
General  Groucliy  I  went  to  \isit  the  General-in-chief,  Rilmaine, 
and  mentioned  to  him,  that,  under  the  circumstances,  especially 
as  there  was  no  appearance  of  any  event  at  Havre,  I  had  thought 
it  my  duty  to  return  near  him,  to  receive  his  orders.  He  said  I 
did  veiy  right  but  he  was  sorry,  at  tlie  same  time,  to  tell  me,  that 
he  was  much  afraid  tlie  Crovernment  would  do  nothing ;  and  lie 
read  me  a  letter  from  the  Minister  of  Marine,  which  he  had  re- 
ceived this  very  morning,  mentioning,  that  in  consequence  of  the 
great  superiority  of  tlie  naval  force  of  the  enemy,  and  diiBciilty 
of  escaping  from  any  of  the  ports  during  the  Ane  season,  tlie  Di- 
rectory were  determined  to  adjourn  the  measure,  until  a  more 
favorable  occasion.  I  lost  my  temper  at  this,  and  told  him  that  if 
the  affair  was  adjourned,  it  was  lost    Tlie  present  crisis  must 
be  seized,  or  it  would  be  too  late  ;  tliat  I  could  hardly  hope  the 
Irish,  unprovided  as  tliey  were  of  all  that  was  indispensable  for 
carrj'ing  on  a  w  ar,  could  long  hold  out  against  the  resources  of 
England,  especially  if  they  saw  France  make  no  effort  whatso- 
ever to  assist  tliem  ;  that  thus  far,  they  had  been  devoted  to 
flie  cause  of  France,  for  which,  if  they  had  not  been  able  to  do 
much,  at  least  tliey  had  sufficiently  suffered ;  but  who  could 
say,  or  expect  that  this  attachment  would  continue,  if^  in  tlie 
present  great  crisis,  they  saw  tiiemselvcs  abandoned  to  their  own 
resources ;  that  now  was  the  moment  to  assist  them — in  three 
months  it  might  be  too  late^  and  the  forces  then  sent  if  the 
Irish  were  ovei-povi*ercd  in  the  mean  tune,  find  tliemselves  iin« 
.supported,  and,  in  their  turn,  be  overpowered  by  tlie  English. 
General  Kilmaine  answered,  tiiat  he  saw  all  that  as  well  as  I 
did ;  but  what  could  lie  do?  He  had  pressed  the  Directory  again 
and  again  on  the  subject  but  they  were  afhud  to  ina*"*  <^ 
diarge  of  Mcrilicing  a  handful  of  tte  troops  of  the  Bag 
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would  not  try  the  enterprise  except  on  a  grand  scale.  He  ttoi 
bIiowciI  me  two  different  plans  he  had  prepared,  the  one  fiir  aa 
einbarkment  of  ir,500  men,  the  second  for  about  9p5(Mlf  bolh  «f 
which  he  had  sent  by  his  Aid-de-camp  to  Paria*  and  eapurlBd 
bis  return.  I  answered,  tliat  I  should  be  heartily  glad  ttat 
either  one  or  the  other  were  adopted,  but  that  I  saw  inHwito  Ht 
ficulties  in  the  way,  and  had  always  been  of  (qftinkm*  that  fyON 
men  that  could  be  sent,  were  better  tlian  50,000  that  oouU  not 
I  added,  tliat  one  dcmi-brigaile  of  light  infantiy,  with  two  m 
three  companies  of  liglit  artillery,  at  tliia  moment,  aright  ha 
better  tlian  20,000  men  in  six  months.  He  shook  hia  head*  aai 
replied,  he  was  morally  certain  the  Dii-ectory  would  attwft 
noUiing  on  so  small  a  scale.  He  tlien  gave  roe  the  French  pap 
pers,  and  after  settling  to  dine  with  him,  we  parted.  I  aee  in 
tlie  {lapers,  first  of  all^  the  safe  arrival  of  my  fHend,  GrCfaenl 
Uedouvillo,  at  St  Domingo,  of  which  1  am  sincerely  glad:  ftr 
I  shall  never  forget  his  kindness  to  me  on  my  return  to  Ftai% 
after  the  death  of  (Sonera!  Hoclic — poor  Hoche!  It  ia  now  thai 
we  feel  the  loss  of  liLs  friendship  and  influence!  If  he  wan  alivc^ 
he  would  be  in  Ireland  in  a  month,  if  he  went  only  with  Ui 
Etat-major  in  a  fishing  boat  1  fear,  after  all,  we  shaD  net 
easily  meet  with  his  fellow.  I  sec,  likewise,  that  n^  fHend 
Dacndels  is  returned  in  triumph  to  the  Hague,  where  he  haa 
smashed  the  Dutch  Directory  like  a  pipe  stalk,  diaadTod  Ae 
G(»vcniment,  and  framed  a  new  one,  at  the  head  of  which  faek 
himself.  All  this,  certainly,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Fkvnch 
Government  and.  as  it  appears,  with  that  of  the  Dutch  Peapb 
also.  Charles  Dc  la  Croix,  who  was  the  support  of  the  lata 
Dutch  DiiTctory,  is  i*erallcd,  and  General  Joubert,  whowaaaC 
the  opposite  party,  continued  in  the  command  of  the 
t.roo|>H  in  Ilolland.  I  do  not  see  my  way  clearly  in  all 
movements :  however,  I  have  the  best  opinion  possible  of 
dels,  and,  to  say  the  tnith,  my  anxiety  for  Ireland  at  tide  ■#• 
ment  leaves  me  very  little  leisure  or  inclinaticn  to  think  of  tta 
p(»litics  of  otlier  countries.  Quigley  has  been  executed,  and  died 
like  a  hen)!  If  ever  I  reach  Ireland,  and  that  we 
our  liberty,  I  will  be  tlie  first  to  propose  a  monument  l» 
memory  ;  his  conduct  ftt  tlie  hour  of  his  death, 
tiling.  ^^JKbthing  in  his  life  became  Aim,  like  ttr 
Poor  Pamelas-she  is  in  London,  which  she  hai 
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ifoit  in  three  dtys.  The  night  of  her  husband's  arresUtion,  slie 
wu  taken  in  labor,  and — will  it  be  believed  hereafter^  not  one 
Pbysician  could  be  found  in  Dublin,  hanly  enough  to  deliver 
her.  The  villaim!  tbepuBiUanimous  and  barbaronascoundrela! 
It  waa  a  lady,  vbo  was  not  even  of  her  acquaintam^,  that  as* 
«sted  ber  in  her  perlL  I  do  not  diink  there  ia  a  parallel  instance 
of  inhumanity  in  the  annals  of  mankind.  She  is  said  to  be  in- 
consolable for  the  death  of  Fitzgerald.  I  well  believe  it — beauti- 
fnl  and  unforturrate  creature !  Well,  if  Ireland  triumphs,  she  shall 
have  her  full  aliare  of  the  victory,  and  of  the  vengeance.  Therein^ 
also,  under  the  bead  of  Waterford,  £d  June,  an  article  which 
gives  me  the  higtwst  satisfaction,  inasmuch  as  it  proves  tha^ 
notwithstanding  the  deatii,  exiles  and  arrcntation  of  so  many 
leaders  of  tlie  Irish,  enough  are  still  at  large  to  conduct  their 
afiairs.  and  gi^-e  them  a  cwisistency  which  I  was  afraid  tliey 
wanted.  It  is  an  extract  from  the  proclamation  of  the  Supreme 
Committee,  as  it  is  called  in  the  French  pi4>ers,  consisting  of 
three  articles.  The  first  invites  all  Irishmen,  absent  from  their 
native  country,  to  return  instantly,  or,  if  tliatbe  impossible,  to 
transmit  all  succor  in  their  power,  in  money  or  otherwise,  in 
order  to  assist  their  countrymen  in  throwing  ulT  tlie  jokit  of 
English  tyranny.  The  second  eiyoins  all  Iri^roen  in  the  Bri- 
tid  service  to  quit  it  instantly,  under  pain  of  fbrfeiling  their 
rights  as  Irish  citizens.  All  Irish  in  the  British  sen'icc^ 
now  employed  in  Ireland,  who  shall  be  taken  with  arms  in 
their  hands,  to  be  shot  instantly.  The  third  is  a  scdeoin  fn- 
mise  to  recompense  all  soldiers  and  seamen  who  abandon  the 
enemy  to  join  tlie  standard  of  titeir  country:  all  ships  brought 
in,  to  be  the  property  of  the  captors,  and  preference  to  be  given, 
in  tbe  distribution  of  the  national  {Hoperty,  to  such  as  shall  act 
in  omfonni^  with  the  present  proclamation.  These  three  arti- 
cles are  of  the  highest  importance,  as  they  diow  the  existence  of 
aomething  like  regular  Buthorit>  among  the  Irish.  It  is  curious 
tiiat  tbey  are  contained,  almost  verbatim,  in  the  memorial  I  de- 
livered to  the  Executive  Directory,  two  years  ago.  ( Vide  te- 
taHi.JtiemoritUt  JMidcM  2,  S,  4.)  I  am  anxious  to  see  the  effect 
_  tfiis  will  pnHlurc*    It  is  Inti-r  in  dftU-than  any  Irish  news  I  have 

1  Keen.  The  militia  hut  e  thus  far.  iks  vt-ll  as  the  yeomanry, 
eternal  tlrgmdatiiin.  supported  the  enemy.    If  the  Irish 

■  ludd  OBt  ttl)  Winter,  I  have  every  rrason  to  hope  that  the 
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French  will  assist  tliem  effrctually.   All  I  dread  u,  that  fli^y 
may  be  overpowered  before  that  time.    What  a  state  my  iniiid 
is  in  at  tliis  moment!   In  all  this  business  I  do  not  see  one  qrl- 
lable  about  the  North,  which  astonishes  me  more  than  I  caa 
express.    Are  tJiey  afiaid  P  Have  they  changed  their  o|HiiioaB? 
Wiiat  can  be  tlie  cause  of  their  passive  submission,  at  this 
ment,  so  little  suited  to  tlieir  former  zeal  and  energy?  I 
ber  what  Digges  said  to  Russell  and  me,  five  or  six  yean  ago: 
«<  If  ever  tlie  South  is  roused,  I  would  rather  have  one  Soutlicn 
<•  than  twenty  Noi*thems.'*    Digges  was  a  man  of  great  aeoM 
and  obsenation.    He  was  an  American,  and  had  no  local  or 
provincial  pn^judices.    Was  he  right  in  his  opinioii?   A  vny 
little  time  will  let  us  see.  If  it  should  prove  so^  what  a  rooriil- 
cation  to  me»  who  have  so  long  looked  up  with  admiratioB  to 
tlic  North,  and  especially  to  Belfast   It  cannot  be^  that  tfccj 
have  changed  their  principles  ;  it  must  be,  that  circumataiioeB 
render  all  exertions  on  their  part,  as  yet,  impossible. 

June  20  to  SO*  Having  determined  to  set  off  for  Pari%  in 
sequence  of  tlic  late  news  fram  Ireland,  I  gQt  leave  of 
for  a  fortnight,  from  Genei'al  Kilmainc.  My  Adjoiot,  CikiBeB 
Favory,  called  on  me  the  next  morning  after  my  arrival^  to 
inform  me  tliat  the  Minister  of  War  had  despatched  an 
for  me  to  come  to  Pai'is  in  all  haste.  I  waited  upon  him  in 
sequence.  He  toUI  me  it  was  the  Minister  of  Marine  who  had 
denmnded  me,  and  gave  me,  at  the  same  time,  a  letter  of  intro- 
duction for  him. 

CJSTERA  DESUNT. 
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THE  THIRD  AND  LAST  EXPEDITION 

FORTHB 

MMtttuUon  of  Krelantr, 

AMD   OF 

lU  Capture,  Trial,  and  Death,  oj  Theobald  Wolfe  llbne. 
Bt  the  Editor 


IN  order  to  give  a  clear  and  full  narrative  at  the  third  and 
lant  expedition  (br  the  deliverance  of  Ireland,  it  will  be  neceH- 
aary  to  ascend  somewhat  higher.  When  Camot,  the  only  able 
and  honest  man  in  the  Councils  of  the  Directory,  waa  pro- 
scribed, and  when  General  Hocbe  died,  the  friends  of  a  re- 
volution in  that  Island  lost  every  chance  of  assistance  from 
France.  Those  two  great  statesmen  and  warriora,  earnest  in 
tfie  cause,  of  which  they  perceived  tiie  fall  importance  to  the 
interests  of  their  country,  and  to  the  extension  of  Republican 
principles,  had  planned  the  expeditions  of  Bantty  Bay,  and  of 
Ute  Texdt  on  the  largest  and  most  effective  scale  which  the  na- 
val resources  of  France  and  Holland  could  aSbrd.  The  former 
Uled  partly  by  the  miscimduct  of  the  navy,  and  partly  by  the 
indecision  of  Grouchy,  of  that  honest  but  wavering  man  who 
twice  held  the  fate  of  Europe  In  his  hands,  at  Banti7  Bay  and 
at  Waterloo,  and  twirc  let  it  slip  thraujB;h  them,  from  waitt  of 
resolution.  The  second  fnilcd  only  ttmwgh  the  faalt  ofthr  city 
mcnts. 
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On  the  death  of  Horlte,  the  Prencb  OoTerninaik  reolledf  to 
flucceed  him.  thr  most  iltuRtrioua  of  thfir  wamorB';  he  i4b 
aAerwards  wielded  tlie  de»tiiiics  or  Europe,  and  who  tlMn,  ■■- 
derthe  nanic  of  General  Buonaparte,*  vas  already  wdkauw- 
Ie<lgcd  die  first  Conimanilcr  of  tlie  age :  and  jet  it  was  bb  aga 
fertile  in  great  Cliiefs.  But  he  who,  before  the  age  of  tUrt;ff 
had  already  acliieved  tlie  immortal  rampaignii  of  Italj ;  wA* 
dued  that  beautiful  country- ;  founded  one  RepubliCi  (the  Cbd- 
piiie.)  and  extinguished  another,  (Venice;)  humbled  the  paw 
uf  Austria,  and  compelled  her,  by  his  private  autlioritjtf  ti 
liberate  Lafayette  from  the  dungeons  of  Olmutz,  and  acfaiMr- 
Icdgc  tlie  Frcncli  Republic  by  the  treaty  of  Campo  WatmSo, 
was  more  tlian  a  mere  General.  It  is,  bowerer,  vitti  natiiit 
rclurtaacc  tliat  I  feci  myself  called  upon,  by  the  natare  of  bj 
Huhjert,  to  jioint  out  any  errors  in  the  conduct  of  ttie  aorerdg^ 
chief,  and  bcncfactur,  under  wliom  1  boremy  firet  anna  and  re- 
ceived my  first  wounds ;  of  him  who  dcrorated  me  widi  tibe  hh 
sigDJa  of  the  Icgiun  of  honor,  and  whom  I  served  with  oomtiat 
fidelity  and  drvution  tu  tlie  last  moment  of  his  ragii.  Bat  fte 
im|icrious  voice  of  truth  compels  me  to  attribute  to  tin  iirflw^w 
and  prejudices  of  General  Buonaparte,  at  that  period»  the  friai 
cause  of  tlie  failure  of  tlie  third  expedition  for  tin  libnmtioa  cf 
Ireland. 

'i'hc  loss  of  Ilochc  was  irreparable  to  the  Iriih  nniin  i^ 
though  he  died  in  the  prime  of  his  youth— and  hia  d 
by  those  of  his  still  greater  rival,  are  now  nearly  C 
that  period  tliey  wei-e  competitoni  in  glory,  and  i 
opjmsite  parlies  in  the  army.  Tlie  Generals  and  oOceaa  if  Hb 
two  Schools  continued,  for  a  long  time,  to  view  eadi  other  «M 
dislike.  Botli  these  great  men  were  ambitious;  botii  cagi^Ar 

■  The  pctljr  ird  impotent  miliee  of  IhK  |re*l  mu^  adferw^M  ■■•  rny  aaluckr 
U  (hi-  ehi>l«  of  Itw  niekiimnn  bj  ahiiih  thei  eboM  to  nil  Un.  U  hen  th*  Kn^hk 
iroulil  on]}'  ulilriMii  Ihe  Ho)al  {irMDaer,  ■liOK  Mt  thcj  bvl  f  ill;  Bct^Bowlcdgnl,  ii 
llie  Cnnrtrcntei  of  Clulillon,  kj  die  *|>pcll»iiHi  of  Geurd  BwMipun*.  ihry  pn  hn. 
UtenKiM  illaMrioai  n*me  which  t[>pekn  on  (He  paget  of  falUfy.lrnD  Itw  dafiol  *Bl>- 
^uitT,  kj4  one  which  thiiiM,  pcrhtpi,  *ith  [mm-  loMK  thaa  iWt  (f  lh(  Empcnr  K«> 
polcon.  U'htn  Uie  French  HoTilinipreterMlcd  thu  AtcWM.tBd  nMJVdJMfaM.  v« 
ba  ml  mine,  they  verc  pn>l»l>lj  jgnnrwit  tlattlM  liHyliUBfUn  wooi.in  Gn«L,b 
dcriicd  rmm  Vktor^. 

t  Hit  Dinctnr?  ircirabr  rnm  ■ppiminK  nf  Ibb  nsbleMt,  ilnl  thfj  *MUlt 
even  slkiw  Ltbf  rite  to  rctim  to  Fnoer.  It  vn  Ml  tU  Nipelron  bcnms  1^ 
•111,111(1  wulhervhj    riublcd  to  (tmI  thk  p< 
onr  «f  ibe  fint  act*  of  bii  idmaiiHruian . 


THEOBALD  WOLFE  TONE.  5l3 

their  penmRl  &ine,  and  for  that  of  France :  and  bent  on  rais- 
ing her  to  »n  unequalled  rank  amongst  nations.  But  Hochc  \va.i 
an  ardent  and  atncere  Republican  :  he  could  sacnfice  his  own 
kopcs  and  prospects  to  the  cause  of  liberty,  as  he  nobly  proved, 
vhen  he  resigned  to  Daendels  the  command  of  the  Texel  expe- 
dition. Buonaparte  always  associated  in  his  mind  the  power  of 
Fnnce  and  bis  own  aggrandizement ;  nor  could  Ike  be  satisfied 
with  htr  being  raised  to  the  pinnacle  of  power  and  prosperity, 
anless  ht  was  the  guide  of  her  march  and  the  ruler  of  her  des- 
tinies. Admirably  formed  fay  nature  for  a  great  administrator 
and  organizer,  he  meditated  already  in  his  mind  those  vast  cre- 
ations which  he  afterwards  accomplished,  and  wliich  required 
an  unlimited  authority  for  their  execution ;  he  loved  the  prompt 
obedience  and  regulated  order  of  absolute  power,  and  felt  a  se- 
cret difllike  to  the  tumultuous  and  wavering  conSicts  of  a  Re- 
publican Government,  whose  energy  is  so  frequently  counter* 
acted  by  tiie  disunion  of  its  parties,  and  the  necessity  of  persuad- 
ing instead  of  commanding.  In  short,  he  never  was  a  Repub- 
lican. This  feeling  he  could  scarcely  disguise,  even  then,  when 
it  was  most  necessary  to  conceal  it:  for  no  man  who  ever  rose 
to  such  power,  perhaps,  ever  made  bo  little  use  of  dissimulation. 
'Stem,  reserved,  and  uncommunirAtive,  he  repelled  with  haughty 
disdain  the  advances  of  the  Jac(Ain8 ;  and  tho  Emperor  Napo- 
leon,  the  future  sovereign  and  conqtierer,  might  already  be  dis- 
eemed  in  the  plain  and  austere  General  of  the  Republic* 

But  circumstances,  at  tliis  precise  period,  rendered  that  con- 
duct the  best  which  be  could  pursue.  The  enthusiasm  of  de- 
mocracy was  extinct  in  France  ;  the  People  were  weary  of  the 
■Hcccssive  revolutions  wliich  had  [daced  so  many  weak  and 
worthless  diaractcrs  at  the  head  of  afiairs,  and  longed  for  the 
firm  hand  and  the  bit  and  bridle  of  a  ruler.  The  mean  and  ra- 
padous  members  of  the  Directory,  wlw,  in  expelling  tiieir  col- 
league Camot,  had  driven  all  credit  and  respectability  from 
^ir  councils,  sought  support,  ai.-l  thought  to  make  this  young 
mnd  p(^Iar  Chief  ttieir  instrumcnL  He  was  courted  by  e>'ery 
party*  He  felt,  however,  tlie  public  pulse,  and  judged  tliat  a 
premature  attempt  would  be  hopeless.  It  was  then  that,  giWng 

-  til-  >»  |Ik<  trti  ruin  wlm.lan.t  lo  <ln*e  f«mi  lili  il<v,n  ihe  "  lh.mn  ife  r*  llnllc." 
ornilivnnicii  afFm-M.  iihen  ihct  mid*  m  amgratnltfc  hin  on  hi,  tHMoriei.  One  (nmt 
b>&iaPiitr«llhlliE  tiMon  iitili*  SU-tnlaina  *»»§ 

Vol,.    ll^R^ 
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up,  for  the  iiioinent,  his  designs  in  Europe,  he  began  to  ■Bdilato 
a  brilliant  pngect  for  his  personal  glory  and  aggrandixcnMiit  in 
tlic  East :  a  plan  to  iTgenerate  those  regions,  and  bethe  finndar 
of  a  new  Empire,  by  means  of  the  victorious  arms  ci  FmnoOi 
This  plan  was  only  defeated  by  the  battle  oi  the  Nile»  and  tha 
resistance  of  St  John  d'Acre. 

To  tlie  entei-prise  against  Ireland,  the  favorite  object  of  HodMji 
and,  to  prosecute  which,  he  was  ostensibly  recalled,  be  Ui  a 
secret  but  strong  repugnance.  Tliough  the  liberation  ci  ttift 
country  might  prostrate,  forever,  the  power  of  Englandf  and 
raise  tiie  Republic  to  the  pinnacle  of  fortune,  (a  circiunstnaoe  Ar 
which  he  did  not  yet  ^isli,  as  it  would  render  his  aenicesnead- 
less.)  it  offei-eil  no  prospects  of  aggrandizement  to  luni;  it 
strengthened  lliat  Republican  cause  which  he  disliked,  and  Iha 
principles  of  tlie  Irish  leaders,  when  he  investigated  flie 
ness,  appeared  to  him  too  closely  allied  to  tlioae  of  tlie 
Neither  did  he  ever  sutSciently  appreciate  the  meana  nnd 
portanceuf  tliat  country  ;  his  knowledge  of  it,  as  maj  heaeen  in 
my  father's  memoii's,  was  slight  and  inaccurate.  The  DiracU 
oi*s,  \\ho  began  to  fear  iiim,  and  wished  to  get  rid  of  him,  entei^ 
ed  willingly  into  his  views,  when  lie  proposed  to  nae  tiiiaeaqpe- 
dition  only  as  a  cover,  and  direct  tlieir  i-eal  eflRHia  to  tiie  inffr 
sion  of  Egypt  It  is  asserted  tiiat  he  said,  on  the  noeaaii% 
*«  What  more  do  you  desii^e  from  tlie  Irish?  You  aee Huit tWr 
<«  iiiu\  enients  already  operate  a  powerful  diversion."  Uke  evnj 
scHi.^h  view,  I  think  tliis  was  a  narrow  one.  The  two 
miserable  and  oppressed  countries  of  Europe  alwnyn 
up  to  Na|)oleon  for  their  liberation.  He  never  gmtifted 
hopes :  yet,  by  raising  Ii-eland,  he  might  have  cniaiied 
tlie  power  of  England,  and,  by  assisting  Poland,  placed  k 
on  Russisu  He  missed  botli  objects,  and,  finally,  fell  mider  Ike 
efforts  of  Russia  and  of  England.  And  it  may  he  obaenred^  ai 
a  singular  retribution,  that  an  Irisliman  commanded  tto  atnif 
wliirli  gave  the  last  blow  to  his  destinies. 

When  my  fatlier  was  presented  to  him,  and  attached  to  hii 
army  as  Aiiji.tant  Generid,  he  received  him  with  ooU  dTll^fi 
but  entered  4iito  no  communications.  His  ^ana  were  nlrad|f 
formed.  Ostensibly  a  great  force  was  organized  on  the  Wcalm 
CoiLsts  of  France,  under  the  name  of  the  Army  of  Eaffftaitki 
but  the  flower  of  the  troops  were  successively  wiMmpiijBMl 


y. 
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marched  to  tfie  Meditcrnmean ;  the  eyes  of  Europe  were  fixed 
on  those  operations,  but,  from  tbor  eccentricity,  their  object 
could  not  be  discovered.  My  father,  despatched,  as  may  be  seen 
in  his  JoumBla,  to  head  quartera  at  Rouen,  and  employed  in  un- 
important movements  on  the  Coast,  in  tbe  bombard  incnt  of  Ha- 
vre,  &C.  beard,  with  successive  pangs  of  disappointment  that 
Buonaparte  had  left  Paris  for  the  South;  ttiatbehad  arrii-ed  at 
■Toulon  ;  that  he  had  embarked  and  sailed  with  a  pon'crful  ex- 
peilition  in  the  beginning  of  June.  But  his  destination  remained 
as  mysterious  as  ever.  General  Rilmaine  was  left  in  command 
of  the  disoi^anizcd  relics  of  the  army  of  England,  from  whence 
all  the  best  troo{iB  were  withdrawn.  That  offirer,  an  Irishman 
by  birth,  and  one  of  tlie  bravest  Generals  of  the  army  of  Italy, 
whose  cai'alry  he  commanded  in  tlie  preceding  campaigns,  was* 
from  the  shattered  state  of  his  health  and  constitution,  unfit  to 
conduct  any  active  enterprise 

When  Buonaparte  departed  from  the  coast  of  France,  all  for> 
tnne  and  conduct  seemed  to  disappear  with  him  from  the  eoun- 
cils  of  the  Republic.  The  Directors  were  neiflicT  cniel  nor 
bkiody,  like  tlie  government  which  had  preceded  them.  But  the 
Jacobins,  thougli  they  mi^ht  well  be  feared  and  hated,  could  not 
be  dcsjHsed.  The  rapaciQr  of  die  Directors  disgusted  all  tlie 
friends  and  allies  of  France  ;  their  prodigality  wasted  its  re- 
sources — their  weakness  encouraged  its  internal  enemies — ^thdr 
improvidence  and  incapacity  disorganized  its  armies  and  for- 
tresses, and  left  tliem  dcfencdess  against  tiie  reviving  eflbrte  of 
adversaries  who  were  humbled,  hut  not  subdued.  Buwarrow  and 
Prince  Charles  soon  turned  the  fate  of  arms ;  Aostria  re-enter^ 
ed  the  lists ;  and,  in  the  sliort  space  of  about  two  years,  tbe  very 
existence  of  that  Republic,  which  Uoche  and  Napoleon  had  left 
toiumphing  and  powerful,  was  in  jeopardy,  her  conquests  were 
goat,  her  treasury  was  empty,  her  armies  were  naked,  disor- 
ganixed,  and  flying  on  all  sides.  Such  was  the  state  of  France 
when  flie  Conqueror  of  Egypt  refaimed  to  save  and  restore  it 

In  flie  mean  time,  the  Iri^  cabinet  succeeded  in  its  infernal 
punnse  of  driring  tbe  People  to  {Hvmalure  insurrection.  The 
leaden  of  tibe  United  Irishmen  bad  organized  a  plan  for  a  ge- 
OLTal  risiog.  But  tmitoi's  wei-e  found  in  tJteir  touiiiilM  :  tlicy 
WfiT  »1!  arrested;  the  galLiiit  Ltinl  Edward  Fitsgrrald  kill- 
ed,  and  the  rapilul  Reiiircd.     Nevi-i-tliclcs^  Ihe  t 
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peasantry  in  KildaiT.  Cariow,  and  some  difltricts  in  tfaeNorfl^ 
rose  in  arms  against  the  intolerable  excesses  of  the  aoldieiy 
quartered  upon  them.  But  these  partial  iasurrectioiM  of  naked 
crowds,  witliout  arms  or  leaders,  witliout  union  or  conoerU  whidi 
my  father  had  so  often  deprecated,  could  lead  tono  reanlt.  Hmj 
u-cre  successively  cnished  by  the  overpowering  foroes  directed 
against  them,  and  the  reign  of  terror  was  establisiied  witiMMft 
clieck  or  limitation.  The  state  of  France,  in  the  worst  dqreef 
Robespierre,  was  never  more  prostrate,  nor  did  its  gpvcumait 
pursue  its  bloody  measures  with  a  more  unsparing  hand.  Tke 
whole  |iopulation  were  abandoned  to  the  absolute  diacretioii  ofaa 
infurlAtcMl,  licentious,  and  undisciplined  soldiery ;  the  ^!*iiwff4 
agents  of  airthority  exercised  a  power  without  control ;  indift 
duals  weiT  half-lianged,  whipped,  and  picketed,  to  extort  con- 
fession, without  trial,  in  the  very  capit;d,  in  the  courts  of  the 
castle,  and  under  the  roof  of  the  Viceroy ;  tlio  country  bbiel 
witli  nightly  conflagrations,  and  resounded  with  the  fdiriekn  of 
tortiii-e :  neitlier  age  nor  sex  weiv  .s]>ared.  and  tlie  bayonetaof 
the  military  di-ove  men.  women,  and  cliildren,  naked  and  houae- 
Irss.  to  starve  in  tiie  bogs  and  fastnesses;  tliose  who  trusted  to  the 
faith  of  capitulations  were  surrounded  and  slaughtered  by  dra- 
goons in  the  verv'  act  of  laying  down  their  arras ;  and  no  dtina^ 
however  innocent  orinoffensive^  could  deem  himself  secure  fhsi 
informers. 

Tlie  noble  I'esistance  of  the  small  county  of  Wexford, 
to  be  particularly  noticed.  It  was  such  as  to  alarm  for  a 
mrnt  tlie  Irish  Governments  about  tlie  success  of  their  roeasnm. 
That  little  district,  comprising  about  150,000  souls,  surnmnded 
by  tlie  sea  and  mountains,  and  secluded  from  the  rest  of  the 
IslAud,  had  imbibed  but  a  small  share  of  the  prevailing  revob- 
tionary  spirit,  for  its  population  had  not  much  communicatini 
with  their  neighbors,  and  were  remarkably  quiet  and  lu^ilij* 
It  is  stated  by  Mr.  Edwai*d  Hay,  that  before  the  insurrection,  it 
did  not  contain  above  two  hundred  United  Irishmen.  It  najr 
perhaps,  have  been  deemed,  from  tliis  very  circumstance^  thal^  If 
an  insurrection  could  be  provoked  within  its  limits,  the  People 
less  organized  and  prepared  tlian  in  the  districts  rf  tin  Merthf 
would  be  subdued  more  easily,  and  aflTord,  with  leas  riaqne^  a 
stiiking  example  to  the  rest  of  tlie  Island.  The  soldteiy  ime 
let  loose,  and  committed  for  some  time  every  excess  on  the  in- 
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liocfnt  prasRDtry.  A  noble  lonl,  who  commanded  a  regimrat 
or  militia,  was  distinguished  fay  the  invention  of  the  pitch  cap; 
another  officer,  worthj  to  serve  under  him,  by  the  appellation  (^ 
«'  The  WaUang  OaUam.'*  But  why  recallfacts,  which  arc  cn< 
graved  on  the  hearts  and  in  the  memory  c^  every  Irishman  ? 
At  length,  goaded  to  madness,  the  Wezfivdians,  to  the  number 
of  £0  w  30,000,  rose  in  arms,  with  pikes,  staves,  and  scythea* 
and  in  two  or  three  actions,  seixed  tm  the  chief  towns,  and 
drove  the  soldiery  out  of  the  coun^.  Their  moderation  towards 
ttieir  persecutors,  in  the  moment  of  victory,  was  as  remarluAle 
as  their  courage  in  the  field.  Their  forbearance,  and  even  their 
delicate  and  chivalrous  generosity  towards  the  ladies  and  fami- 
lies of  the  aristocracy  who  fell  into  their  hands,  was  most  ami- 
able and  admirable.*  The  noble  lord,  above  mentioned,  was 
taken,  and  even  be  was  rescued  by  their  leaders  frmn  tlic  inflic- 
tion of  the  pitch  cap.  which  he  so  well  deserved.  In  recomprnse^ 
he  engaged,  on  tlie  close  of  tlie  insurrection,  to  obtain  a  capitu- 
lation tbrtliem,  if  they  would  let  him  loose,  and  afterwards  sat 
on  the  court  mailial  which  condemned  them  to  be  hange<l.  It 
re(|iiired  all  the  means,  and  all  tlie  efforts  oi  tlie  Iri^  govem- 
tnriit,  to  subdue  this  small  district.  At  one  time,  they  trembled 
in  the  walls  of  Dublin,  lest  the  Wexfnrdians  should  penetrate 
there.  Several  battles  were  fought,  with  varied  success,  and  it 
was  not  till  tlie  royal  forces  surrminded  tliem  «i  all  sides,  ttiat 
thry  broke  throufrh  tlieir  toils,  and  threw  Uiemselves  into  tbe 
mountuiiiH  of  Wirklow,  where  their  leaders  successively  ca|Htn- 
]at(.-4l.  Provoked  and  irritated  as  these  innocent  people  were, 
it  is  i-cmarkable  that  only  two  instances  of  cruelty,  the  mawa- 
rre  of  their  prisoners  at  Scullabogue,  and  on  the  bridge  of  Wex- 
fisnl.  occurred  on  their  side,  during  the  insurrection.  And  these 
were  both  perpetrated  by  runaways  from  their  mun  KFtaj, 
whilst  the  remainder  were  fighting. 

llie  indignation  of  the  unfortunate  Irish  was  just  and  cs- 
treme,  against  tliat  French  Government,  which  had  no  repeated- 
ly promised  them  aid,  and  now  ajqicared  to  desert  them  in  their 
utmost  need.  When  Lord  Comwallis,  who  was  sent  shortly 
after  to  put  an  end  to  the  system  of  terror,  which  desolated  tbe 

•  Thv  Moninrnt  of  lomc  puirlibn  hclha  on  tliit  Ibrbtaransc  *ii>, "  Itu  ilie  emp- 
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tountrj*  succeeded  to  the  Viccroyaltyi  S,000  ToIimtenrB 
this  VC17  coiuity  of  Wexford,  offered  their  services  to  fi^t  tto 
French,  and  formed  the  flower  of  the  British  annj  which  u- 
vaded  Egypt  under  General  Abercrombie.  Their  pefitioiiy  m 
model  or  native  simplicity*  energy,  and  indig^tion,  is  rpcordsi 
in  the  Appendix  of  Hay's  History  of  the  Wexford  Inanrrectioai 

But  >veak  and  improvident  as  the  Directors  were,  they 
be  acquitted  of  the  charge  of  betraying  their  allies.  The  fiurt 
that  their  tiTasury  and  arsenals  were  emp^,  the  8ower  of  their 
army  and  navy  were  gone  to  Egypt,  the  remainder  were  total* 
ly  disorganized ;  in  short,  when  the  insurrection  broke  out  u 
Ireland,  tliey  were  entirely  unprepared  to  assist  it  Their  bh 
dolcnce  and  incapacity  had  suffered  every  thing  to  fall  to  detejt 
and  their  peculations  and  profusion  had  wasted  tiieir  mmaiiHUg 
means,  llie  feelings  of  my  father  on  the  occasion*  m$j  be 
more  easily  conceived  than  expressed.  On  the  20fli  of  Majt 
Buunaiiartc  had  embiu'ked  from  Toulon.  On  the  £3dt  fhe  ieeer* 
rection  broke  out  As  the  news  of  each  arrest  and  of  cadi  no* 
tinn,  successively  reached  France,  he  urged  the  OenenJe  lei 
Go\  crnment  to  assist  the  gallant  and  desperate  straggle  of  his 
countiymen,  and  pi*essed  on  tliem  the  necessity  of  availing  thei 
selves  of  the  favorable  op^Mrtunity  which  flew  so  rapidly  hy* 
Tliey  began  their  preparations  witlinut  delay;  butmoneyy  arai^ 
ammunition,  and  ships,  all  wcro  wanting.  By  the  close  of  JeiN^ 
the  insurrection  was  nearly  crushed,  and  it  was  not  till  the  h^ 
ginning  of  July  tliat  my  father  was  called  up  to  Paris,  to  gob- 
Hult  wiUi  the  Ministers  of  tlie  Wai'  and  Navy  Departments^  go 
the  organization  of  a  new  expedition.  At  this  period  hie  Jomml 
doses,  and  the  public  ]mpers.  my  mother's  recollectiaii8y  end  a 
few  private  letters,  are  my  sole  documents  for  the  renuuid^g 
events. 

The  plan  of  the  new  expedition,  was  to  despatch  small  detadh 
ments  from  several  ports,  in  the  hope  of  keeping  up  the  i 
rection,  and  distracting  tlie  attention  of  the  enemy*  until 
favonihle  opportunity  should  occur  for  landing  the  main  bo^yt 
under  Genend  Kilmaine.  General  Humbert  with  eboiit  1,000 
men,  was  quartered  for  this  piirixMe  at  Hochdle,  General  H^v^Ji 
witli  3,000  at  Brest  and  Kilmaine  with  9,000  remained  In  roi* 
serve.  This  plan  was  judicious  e'nough,  if  it  had  been  taken  np 
in  time.    But^  long  beforo  the  first  of  these  ei^editionB 
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feady  to  sail*  the  insurrection  was  completely  subdued  in  every 
quarter;  tlie  People  were  crushed,  ilisarmed,  disheartened,  and 
disgusted  with  their  allies^  and  the  Irish  Government  had  col- 
lected all  its  means,  and  was  fully  prepared  for  the  encounter. 
Refugees  from  that  unfortunate  country,  of  every  character  and 
descriptioUf  arrived  in  crowds^  with  their  blood  boiling  from 
their  recent  actions  and  suffering^.  When  they  saw  the  slow- 
ness of  the  French  preparations,  they  exclaimed,  thattliey  want- 
ed nothing  but  arms,  and  that,  if  the  Government  would  only 
land  them  again  on  tiie  coast,  the  People  themselves,  without  any 
ai'l,  would  suffice  to  reconquer  their  liberty.  This  party,  more 
gallant  than  wise,  were  chiefly  led  by  an  old  sufferer  in  tlie  cause, 
James  Napper  Tandy.  Their  zeal  was  often  indiscreet  and  un- 
enlightened, and  they  did  more  mischief  than  good.  Napper 
Tandy  boasted,  that  30,000  men  would  rise  in  arms  on  his  ap- 
pearance, and  the  Directory  was  puzzled  by  these  declarations^ 
which  contradicted  my  fatlier's  constant  assertion,  that  10,000 
or  1 5,000  French  troops  would  be  absolutely  necessary  in  tlie 
beginning  of  the  contest 

The  final  ruin  of  the  expedition  was  hurried  by  the  precipi- 
tancy and  indiscretion  of  a  brave,  but  imprudent  and  ignorant 
officer.  This  anecdote,  which  is  not  generally  known,  is  a 
striking  instance  of  the  disorder,  indiscipline,  and  disorgani- 
zation, which  began  to  jn^vail  in  the  French  army.  Humbert, 
a  gallant  soldier  of  fortune,  but  whose  heart  was  better  than 
his  head,  impatient  of  the  delays  of  his  Government,  and  fired 
by  the  recitflis  of  the  Irish  refugees,  determined  to  begin  the 
enterprise  on  his  own  responsibility,  and  thus  oblige  tiie  Di- 
rectory to  second  or  to  desert  him.  Towanis  the  middle  of 
August^  calling  the  merchants  and  magistrates  of  liochelle^ 
he  ibrced  them  to  advance  a  small  sum  of  money,  and  all  that 
he  wanted,  on  military  requisition ;  and,  embarking  on  board  a 
few  frigates  and  transports,  with  1,000  men,  1,000  spare  mus- 
kets, 1,000  guineas,  and  a  few  pieces  of  artillery,  he  compelled 
•  the  Captains  to  set  sail,  for  tiie  most  desperate  attempt  which 
Is,  perhaps,  recorded  in  history.  Tliree  Irishmen  accompanied 
him,  my  uncle  Mattlicw  Tone,  Bartholomew  Tecling,  of  Lis- 
bum,  and  Sullivan,  nephew  to  Madgett,  whose  name  ia  crften 
mentioned  in  these  memoirs.    On  the  3^  of  August  they  made 
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the  coast  of  Ctmnanghty  and,  landing  in  fhe  baj  off 
immediatelv  stormed  and  occupied  that  little  town. 

Strange  and  de?qierate  as  was  this  enterprise,  had  it 
prosecuted  with  the  same  spirit  and  vivacity  with  which  it 
begun*  it  might  have  sucreeded,  and  Humbert,  an  obacim 
uneducated  M>ldier,  have  eflected  a  Revolution*  and  crowned  Ui 
name  with  immortal  glorj.    The  insurrection  was  8cam|j 
appeased,  and  its  embers  might  soon  have  been  blown  inhi  a 
flame ;  but,  landing  in  a  distant,  wild,  and  isolated  oomer  of 
the  island,  instead  of  pressing  rapidly  at  once,  as  he  was  atroag- 
ly  advised,  to  the  Mountains  of  Ulster,  the  centre  of  the  UnltBi 
Irish  organization,  and  calling  the  people  to  arms,  he  unnni 
himselfi  during  a  fortnight  in  drilling  the  peasantry  of  tin 
neighborhood,  wlio  flocked  to  his  standard,  and  enjoying  tin 
hospitality  of  tlie  bishop  of  Killalla.    That  prelate  rendered  a 
most  signal  service  to  tlie  Irish  Government  by  thus  detainiag 
the  French  General.     At  the  battle  of  Castlebar,  he  delbatod  a 
numen>us  corps,  whicb  had  been  directed,  in  all  haste,  agaiait 
him,  under  General  Lake.    On  tliis  occasion,  I  have  heard,  bat 
cannot  \*ouch  for  the  autlienticity  of  the  anecdote,  that,  as 
as  his  Irish  auxiliaries  had  fired  their  muskets,  they  flung 
away  as  useless,  and  rtishcd  to  the  charge  with  their  pikiefc 
For  a  few  days  a  general  panic  prevailed  ;  but  the  Viceroji 
Cornwsillis,  marched  in  {lei'son  ;  all  the  forces  of  Ae  kingdofl 
were  put  in  motion,  anil  Humbert  was  speedily  surrounded,  and 
confined  behind  the  Sh<innon,  by  twenty  times  his  numbeni  At 
length  he  perceived  the  trap  into  which  he  had  fallent  and  at- 
teni])ted,  what  he  should  have  done  at  first,  to  force  hie  wiy 
over  that  river,  and  throw  himself  into  the  mountains  of  tin 
^lorth.    But  encircled,  on  Die  8th  of  September,  at  Bnlfiaa- 
nuick,  by  an  entire  army,  his  small  band,  after  a  galbnt  re- 
sistance, wei*e  coni])cl!ed  to  lay  down  their  arms.    The  VnaA 
were  received  to  compc»sition,  and  shortly  exchanged ;  but  the 
Irish  were  slaiightei-ed  without  mercy,  and  the  cruelties  afle^ 
wanls  exen'ised  on  the  unresisting  peasantry,  will  render  Ike 
name  of  Generiil  Lake  remembered  for  ages  in  those 
districts  of  Connaught    Of  the  Irish,  who  had 
Humbert,  Sullivan  escaped,  under  the  disguise  of  i 
and  Mattliew  I'one  and  Tccling  were  brought  In  irona  to  ]H(k- 
lin,  tried,  and  eaxaited. 
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The  news  of  Humbert's  attempt,  as  may  well  be  imagined* 
threw  the  Directory  into  the  greatest  perplexity.  They  in- 
stantly determined,  however,  to  hurry  all  their  preparations, 
and  send  off  at  least  the  division  of  General  Hardy,  to  second 
his  efibrts,  as  soon  as  possible.  The  report  of  his  first  advan- 
tages,  which  shortly  reached  them,  augmented  their  ardor  and 
accelerated  their  movements.  But  such  was  the  state  of  the 
French  navy  and  arsenals,  that  it  was  not  until  the  20th  of 
September  that  this  small  expedition,  consisting  of  one  sail  of 
tiie  line  and  eight  frigates,  under  Commodore  Bompart,  and 
d,000  men,  under  General  Hardy,  was  ready  for  sailing.  The 
news  of  Humbert's  defeat  had  not  yet  reached  France. 

Paris  was  then  crowded  with  Irish  emigrants,  eager  for 
action.  In  the  papers  of  the  day,  and  in  later  productions,  I 
have  seen  it  mentioned,  tliat  no  fewer  than  twenty-four  United 
Irish  leaders  embarked  in  General  Hardy's  expedition ;  and 
Lewines,  an  agent  of  the  United  Irish  in  Paris,  is  specified  by 
name.  This  account  is  erroneous.  The  mass  of  the  United 
Irishmen  embarked  in  a  small  and  fast  sailing  boat,  with  Napper 
Tandy  at  their  head.  They  reached,  on  the  16th  September,  the 
Isle  of  Raghlin,  on  the  Northwest  coast  of  Ireland,  where  tliey 
heard  of  Humbert's  disaster ;  they  merely  spread  some  procla* 
mations,  and  escaped  to  Norway.  Three  Irishmen  only  accom* 
panied  my  father  in  Hardy's  flotilla:  be  alone  was  embarked  in 
the  Admiral's  vessel,  the  Hoche,  the  others  were  on  board  the 
frigates.  These  were  Mr.  T.  Corbett  and  MacGuire,  two  brave 
officers,  who  have  since  died  in  tiie  French  service,  and  a  third 
gentleman,  connected  by  marriage  with  his  friend  Russell,  who 
is  yet  living,  and  whose  name  it  would,  therefore,  be  improper 
in  me  to  mention. 

In  Curran's  Life,  by  his  Son,  I  find  an  anecdote  mentioned 
which  must  have  been  derived  from  the  authority  of  this  gen* 
tijeman.  It  is  stated,  that,  on  the  night  previous  to  the  sailing 
of  the  expedition,  a  question  rose  amongst  tiie  United  Irish- 
men engaged  in  it,  whether,  in  case  of  their  falling  into  the 
enemy's  hands,  they  should  suffer  tliemsclves  to  be  put  to  death, 
according  to  the  sentence  of  the  law,  or  anticipate  their  fate 
by  their  own  hands  ?  That  Mr.  Tone  maintained,  with  his 
usual  eloquence  and  animation,  that,  in  no  point  of  view  in 
which  he  had  ever  considered  suicide,  he  could  hold  it  to  be 
Vol-  II---66 
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justifiable :  thai  one  of  tlie  company  suggested  fliatf  firtm  iMOtf* 
ca)  considerations,  it  would  be  better  not  to  reliev«^  by  uy  ad 
of  sdf-mui-der.  tlie  Irish  Goverament  (rom  the  diacredit  ia 
which  numerous  executions  would  involve  it ;  an  idea  wUd 
Mr.  Tone  highly  approved.  This  anecdote  is  eubstanftialljr 
rcct ;  but  the  gentleman  did  not  understand  my  father. 

At  i\\e  period  of  tliis  expedition,  he  was  hopeless  of  Ha 
cess,  and  in  the  deepest  despondency  at  the  prospect  of  Iridi 
aflairs.  Such  was  the  wretched  indiscretion  of  the  GovcmnNBl^ 
that  before  his  departure,  he  read  himself  in  the  Aea  Imfuwi, 
a  Paris  newspaper,  a  detailed  accoimt  of  tlie  whole 
wlierc  his  own  name  was  mentioned  in  full  letters*  with  tiie 
cuiustance  of  his  being  embarked  on  boani  the  Hoche.  TiNte 
waS|  tlierefore,  no  hoix^  of  secrecy.  He  had  all  along  depncaled 
the  idea  of  those  attempts  on  a  small  scale.  But  he  had 
dared,  reiieatcdiy,  tliat.  if  tlic  Government  sent  only  a 
ral*s  guani,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  go  along  with  theni;  he  saw 
no  chance  of  Kilmaiiir*s  large  expedition  being,  ready  in  WMJ 
space  of  time,  and,  therefoi-Cy  detennincd  to  accompany  Har^J* 
His  resolution  was,  however,  deliberately  and  inflexibly  takeSi 
in  case  he  fell  into  the  hands  of  tlie  enemy,  neverto  sailkr  thaia- 
dignity  of  a  public  execution.  He  did  not  consid^  thia 
cide-^an  act  whicli.  in  usual  cases,  lie  regarded  as  i 
frenzy,  but  merely  as  choosing  tlic  mode  of  his  death.  And,  ia* 
deed,  his  constitutional  and  nervous  sensitiveness,  at  the  8li|^ 
est  idea  of  personal  indignity,  would  have  sufficed  to  deteiMiaa 
him  never  to  bear  the  toucli  of  an  executioner.  It  was  at  diaaov 
in  our  own  house,  and  in  my  motlier*s  presence,  a  little  hcSM 
leaving  Paris,  tliat  the  gentleman  above  mentioned^  preposeif 
that  the  irish  should  leave  to  the  Government  all  the  ahaawaad 
odium  of  their  execution.  The  idea  struck  him  as  ladkinasbaad 
he  applauded  it  highly  :  <<  My  dear  friend,  hesaid»  say  nathipg 
more,  you  never  spoke  better  in  your  life,''  And  after  the  gea* 
tieman's  depai-tui*e,  he  laugheil  very  heartily  at  his  idea  af 
shaming  the  Irish  Government  by  allowing  himself  to  be  haa^ 
ed ;  adding,  tliat  he  not  did  at  all  understand  people  maoliBg  the 
point  whether  tliey  should  or  should  not  choose  tiieir 
or  consulting  on  such  an  occsision.  That  he  would  never 
otiiers,  but  that  *<  please  God,  they  should  never  have  Ua 
bones  to  pick"  ^Videffln^enkin>.)  This  conversatfaai 
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been  repeated  at  Brest,  but  such  were  certainly  my  ikthcr's 
feelings  on  tiie  subject. 

At  lengthy  about  the  20th  of  Septemberf  1798,  that  fatal 
expedition  set  sail  fitMn  the  Baye  de  Camaret  It  consisted  of 
the  Hoche,  74  ;  Loire,  Resolue,  Bellone,  Coquille,  Embuscadc, 
Iminortalite,  Romaine,  and  Semillante,  frigates;  and  Biche 
schooner,  and  aviso.  To  avoid  the  British  fleets,  Boinpart, 
an  excellent  seaman,  took  a  large  sweep  to  the  l¥est>vard, 
and  then  to  tlie  Northeast,  in  order  to  bear  do^n  on  tlie 
Northern  coast  of  Ireland,  from  the  quarter  whence  a  French 
force  would  be  least  expected.  He  met,  however,  with  contrary 
winds,  and  it  appears  tliat  his  flotilla  was  scattered ;  for,  on  the 
10th  of  October,  after  twenty  days  cruise,  he  arrived  off  the 
entry  of  Loch  Swilly,  with  flie  Hoche,  the  Loire,  the  Resolue, 
and  the  Biclie.  He  was  instantly  signalled ;  and,  on  tlie  break 
of  day,  next  morning,  llth  of  October,  before  he  could  enter 
the  bay  or  land  bis  trocqis,  he  perceived  the  squadron  of  Sir  John 
Boriase  Warren,  consisting  of  six  sail  of  tlie  tine,  one  razee  of 
sixty  gunsv  and  two  frigates,  bearing  down  upon  him.  There 
was  no  chance  of  escape  for  tlie  large  and  heavy  man  of  war. 
Bompart  gave  instant  signals  to  the  frigates  and  schooner,  to 
retreat  through  shallow  water,  and  prepared  alone  to  honor 
the  flag  of  his  country  and  liberty,  by  a  desperate  but  hopeless 
defence.  At  that  moment,  a  boat  came  from  the  Biche  for  his 
last  orders.  That  ship  had  the  best  chance  to  get  oC  The 
French  officers  all  supplicated  my  father  to  embark  on  board 
of  her.  <•  Our  contest  is  hopeless,'*  they  observed,  ^  we  will  be 
<<  prisoners  of  war,  but  what  will  become  of  you.''  ^  Shall  it 
**  be  said,"  replied  he,  ^  that  I  fled,  whilst  the  French  were 
«<  fighting  the  battles  of  my  country  ?"  He  refused  their  oflcrs^ 
and  determined  to  stand  and  fidl  with  the  ship.  The  Biche  ac- 
complished her  escape,  and  I  see  it  mentioned  in  late  publica- 
tions, that  other  Irishmen  availed  themselves  of  that  occasion. 
This  bet  is  incorrect  not  one  of  them  would  have  done  so,  and 
besides,  my  father  was  the  only  Irishman  m  board  of  the  Hoche. 

The  British  Admiral  despatched  two  men  of  war,  the  razee, 
and  a  frigate,  after  the  Loire  and  Resolue,  and  the  Hoche  was 
Mon  surrounded  by  four  sail  of  tlie  line  and  a  frigate,  and  be- 
gan one  of  the  most  obstinate  and  desperate  engagements,  which 
bave  ever  been  foaght  on  tlie  ocean.  During  six  hoursr  she  sus- 
tained the  fire  of  a  whol^  fleet,  till  her  masts  and  rigging  were 
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swept  away,  ber  scuppers  flowed  with  blood,  her  ^Rmoded  fill- 
ed tiie  cock  pit  her  shattered  ribs  yawned  at  each  new  stnke^ 
and  let  in  five  feet  of  water  in  the  hold*  her  rudder  was 
oflT.  and  she  floated  a  dismantled  WTeck  on  the  waters; 
and  cordage  hung  in  shreds,  nor  could  siie  reply  with  a  aiai^ 
gun  from  her  dismounted  batteries,  to  the  nnabating 
of  the  enemy.  At  length  she  struck.  Tiie  Besoloe  aod 
were  $ioon  reached  by  tiic  English  fleet :  the  former 
sinking  condition,  slie  made,  however,  an  honorable 
the  Loire  sustained  thi*ee  attacks,  drove  08*  the  English 
and  had  almost  efi*ected  her  escape:  at  length,  engaged  1^  tte 
Anson,  razee  of  bixty  guns,  she  struck  after  an  action  of  tkne 
hours,  entirely  dismasted.  Of  the  otiier  frigates,  pursued  in  all 
directions,  the  Bellone,  Immortalite.  Coquille,  and  Embnacade 
were  taken,  and  the  Romaine  and  Semillante,  through  a  than- 
sand  dangers,  reached  separate  ports  in  France. 

During  t}ie  action,  my  fatlier  commanded  one  of  the  batteries 
and,  according  to  the  report  of  the  officers  who  reCnmed  to 
France,  fought  witli^the  utmost  desperation,  and  as  if  he  waacoait- 
ing  death.  When  the  ship  struck,  confounded  with  the  Olhar 
officers,  he  was  not  recognized  for  some  time ;  tar  he  had 
pletely  acquired  tlie  language  and  appearance  of  a  Fi 
The  two  fleets  were-  dispersed  in  every  direction,  nor  was  it  till 
some  days  later,  that  tlie  Iloche  was  brought  into  Loch  SwiQjy 
and  the  prisoners  landed  and  marehed  to  Letterkcnny.  Tetn* 
mors  of  his  being  on  board  must  have  been  circulatedi  fin*  tteftct 
was  public  at  I'aris.  But  it  was  thought  he  had  been  killed  in 
the  action,  and  I  am  willing  to  believe  that  the  British  olBoan^ 
respecting  the  valor  of  a  fallen  enemy,  were  not  earnest  in  in- 
vestigating the  point  It  was  at  length  a  gentleman,  well  known 
in  the  County  Derry,  as  a  leader  of  the  Orange  party,  and  one 
of  tlie  chief  magistrates  in  that  neighborhood,  Sir  George 
Hill,  who  had  been  his  fellow  student  in  Trinity  College,  and 
knew  liis  person,  who  undertook  the  task  of  discovering  Ub, 
It  is  known  that  in  Spain,  Grandees  and  Noblemen  of  the  flnt 
rank  pride  themselves  in  the  functions  of  familiars^  spies,  and 
informers  of  the  Holy  Inquisition ;  it  remained  for  Ireland  to 
offer  a  similar  example.  The  French  officers  were  invited  to 
breakfiwt  with  tiie  £ai*l  of  Cavan,  who  commanded  in  that  08^ 
trict ;  my  father  sat  undistinguished  amongst  them,  when  81; 
George  Hill  entered  the  room,  followed  by  police  odinen^ 
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ing  narrowly  at  the  company*  he  singled  out  the  object  of  his 
search^  and  stepping  up  to  him,  said,  <«Mr.  Tone,  I  am  very 
happy  to  see  you."  Instantly  rising*  with  the  utmost  composuix;, 
and  disdaining  all  useless  attempts  at  concealment,  my  fatlicr 
Implied,  <<  Sir  George.  I  am  happy  to  see  you ;  how  are  Lady 
<<  Hill  and  your  family  ?"  Beckoned  into  the  next  room  by  tlie 
police  officers,  an  unexpected  indignity  awaited  him.  It  was 
filled  with  military,  and  one  General  Lavau,  who  commanded 
them,  ordered  him  to  be  ironed,  declaring  that,  as  on  leaving 
Ireland,  to  enter  the  French  service,  he  had  not  renounced  his 
oath  of  allegiance,  he  remained  a  subject  of  Britain,  and  should 
be  punished  as  a  traitor.  Seized  with  a  momentary  burst  of 
indignation  at  suchu  nwoi-thy  treatment  and  cowardly  cruelty 
to  a  prisoner  of  war,  he  flung  off  his  uniform,  and  cried,  *  *  ThcHO 
<<  fetters  shall  never  degi-adethe  revered  insignia  of  the  frco 
**  nation  which  I  have  served.*'  Resuming  tlien  his  usual  calm, 
he  oiTcrcd  his  limbs  to  the  irons,  and  when  they  wci-c  fixed,  he 
exclaimed,  <^For  the  cause  wiiich  I  have  embraced,  I  feel  proud- 
^<  er  to  wear  tliese  chains,  than  if  I  were  decorated  with  tlie  star 
<^  and  garter  of  England."  The  friends  of  Lord  Cavan  have  as- 
serted  that  this  extreme,  and  I  will  add,  unmanly  and  ungent- 
raus  severity,  was  provoked  by  his  outrageous  behavior,  when  ho 
found  that  he  was  not  to  have  the  privileges  of  a  prisoner  of  war. 
This  supposition  is  not  only  contradicted  by  the  whole  tenor 
of  his  character,  and  his  subsequent  deportment,  but  no  other 
instances  of  it  have  ever  been  specified,  than  those  noble  replies  to 
the  taunts  of  General  Lavau.  Of  the  latter,  I  know  nothing  but 
these  anecdotes,  recorded  in  tlie  papers  of  the  day.  If,  as  his 
name  seems  to  indicate,  he  was  i^  French  emigrant,  the  coinci- 
dence was  jcurious,  and  his  conduct  tiie  less  excusable. 

Another  version  of  this  story,  which  I  have  seen,  for  the  first 
time,  in  the  London  New  Montlily  Magazine,  states  that  Mr. 
Tone  was  recognised  by,  or,  according  to  another  account,  had 
the  imprudence,  to  make  himself  known  to,  an  old  acquaintance 
at  Lord  Cavan's  table,  who  speedily  informed  his  Lordship  of  the 
guest  who  sate  at  lus  board.  The  first  circumstantial  account, 
18  the  one  which  reached  us  in  France ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  the 
diflference  between  the  two  stories  is  very  trifling.  It  regards 
only  the  fashion  in  which  Sir  George  liill  gave  in  his  infonna- 
tion. 


»•// 
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From  Lctterkenny  he  was  hurried  to  Dublin  witfKmt  delay* 
In  the  same  Magazine,  I  find  that, contrary  to  usual  caBtom,  hb 
waH  conveyed  during  the  whole  route,  fettered  and  on  hona- 
back,  under  an  escort  of  dragoons.  Of  this  further  indigmtyt  I 
had  never  heai*d  before*  During  this  journey,  the  onrufllfid  se- 
renity of  Ills  countenance,  amidst  the  rude  soliUery,  and  under 
tiie  awe  struck  gaze  of  his  countrymen*  excited  nnivmal  ad* 
miration.  Recognizing  in  a  group  of  females*  which  tiirongedfln 
windows,  a  }oung  lady  of  his  acquaintance;  << ThecOf "  said 
he,  •«  is  my  old  friend  Miss  Beresford ;  how  well  she  fooks.'' 
On  his  arrival,  he  was  immured  in  the  Provost's  prison,  in  tts 
Barracks  of  Dublin,  under  the  chai*ge  of  flie  notorioos  Mqjqr 
Sandys,  a  man  wliose  insolence,  rapacity,  and  cmeltyt  will 
long  be  remembered  in  that  city,  where,  a  worHiy  instranint 
of  the  faction  which  then  ruled  it,  he  enjoyed,  under  their  pa* 
tronage,  a  despotic  authority  within  its  precincts.  (See  Cwrmfe 
SpeecheSn  Hevey  versui  Major  Sirr^) 

Though  the  reign  of  terror  was  drawing  to  a  close^  and  Lord 
Comwallis  had  restored  some  appearance  of  legal  order  and 
regular  .idministration  in  the  kingdom,  a  prisoner  of  andi  im- 
portance to  the  Irish  Pi-otestant  ascendency  party,  as  flieiband- 
or  and  leader  of  the  United  Irish  Society,  and  the  most  Ibnnida- 
ble  of  tlieir  adversaries,  was  not  to  be  trusted  to  flie  ddi^  aad 
common  forms  of  law.  Though  the  CouK  of  King^s  Bcndi  wti 
then  sitting,  in-eimrations  were  instantly  made  for  trying  Un 
summarily  before  a  Court  Martial.  But  before  I  give  an  ac- 
count of  tliis  ti-ial,  and  of  the  nature  of  his  defence^  it  will  be 
necessary  to  remove  some  erroneous  impressions,  on  tiwso  sub- 
jects, which  I  have  seen  stated,  both  in  Currants  Life^  by  Us 
son,  and  in  the  very  fair  and  liberal  comments  of  the 
New  Monthly  Magazine.  A  prevailing  notion  in  botti 
works,  is,  that,  from  my  father's  early  dislike  to  Iqpd  studies 
and  inaccurate  acquaintance  with  the  English  laws,  he  consi- 
dered his  French  commission  as  a  protection,  and  pleaded 
it  in  his  defence.  It  is  impossible  to  read  his  speech  on  the 
trial,  and  presence  this  idea.  Though  he  used  to  langh  at 
his  little  proficiency  in  legal  lore,  he  knew  perfectly  well  that 
tlie  course  he  had  deliberately  taken,  subjected  him  to  tts 
atmost  severity  of  the  British  laws.  Nor  was  he  ignorant^  thsib 
by  the  custom  of  the  land,  and  the  very  tenor  of  those  lawa^  Us 
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tiialy  as  it  was  conducted,  was  informal.  He  never  was  Icgallj 
condemned:  for,  though  a  subject  of  the  crown,  (not  of  Britain, 
but  of  Ireland,)  he  was  not  a  military  man  in  that  kingdom ;  ho 
had  taken  no  military  oath,  and,  of  course,  the  court  martial 
which  tried  him  had  no  power  to  pronounce  on  his  case,  which 
belonged  to  the  regular  criminal  tribunals.  But  his  heart  was 
sunk  in  despair  at  the  total  failure  of  his  hopes,  and  he  did  not 
wish  to  survive  them.  To  die  with  honor  was  his  only  wish^ 
and  his  only  request  to  be  shot  like  a  soldier.  For  this  purpose, 
he  preferred  himself  to  be  tried  by  a  Court  Martial,  and  prof- 
fered his  French  commission,  not  to  defend  his  life,  but  as  a 
proof  of  his  rank,  as  he  stated  himself  on  the  trial. 

If  further  proof  were  required,  that  my  father  was  perfectly 
aware  of  his  fate,  according  to  the  English  law,  his  own  Journals, 
written  during  the  Bantry  Bay  expedition,  afford  an  incontesti- 
bleone.  {SeeJoumalfOfDec-  S6,  1796.)  <<  If  we  arc  taken,  my 
^  fate  will  not  be  a  mild  one ;  the  best  I  can  expect  is  to  be  shot  as 
<<  an  endgri  rentrif  unless  I  have  the  good  fortune  to  be  killed  in 
**  the  action:  for,  most  assuredly,  if  the  enemy  will  have  us,  he 
«  must  fight  for  us.  Perhaps  I  may  be  reserved  for  a  ti*ial,  for 
«<  the  sake  of  sMking  terror  into  others,  in  which  case  I  shall 
«  be  hanged  as  a  traitor,  and  embowelled,  &c.  As  to  the  em- 
<<  bowelling,  <  Je  nCen  fiAtJ*  If  ever  they  hang  me,  they  arc 
<<  welcome  to  embowel  me  if  they  please.  These  arc  pleasant 
<< prospects!  Nothing  <m  earth  could  sustain  me  now,  but  the 
«  consciousness  that  I  am  engaged  in  a  just  and  righteous  cause'' 

But  my  father  also  knew  that  political  considerations  will  of- 
ten supersede  the  letter  of  the  laws»  The  only  chance  on  which 
he  had  formerly  relied,  was,  that  the  French  Government  would 
interfere,  and  claim  him  with  all  its  power  and  credit ;  to  that, 
and  to  threats  of  severe  rMaliation,  he  knew  that  the  British 
cabinet  would  yield,  as  they  did  about  a  year  afterwards  in  the 
case  of  Napper  Tandy.  A  airious  fact,  and  which  is  not  gene- 
rally knoivn,  perii^is,  even  to  that  gallant  soldier  himself,  is, 
that  Sir  Sidney  Smith  was  detained  by  Camot  in  the  Temple, 
for  fliat  very  purpose,  like  a  prisoner  of  state,  rather  than  a  pri- 
aoner  of  war. 

The  time  of  my  father's  trial  was  deferred  a  few  days,  by  the 
officers  appointed  to  sit  on  the  Court  Martial,  receiving  march- 
ing orders.  At  length,  on  Saturday,  10th  November,  1798,  a 
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new  court  was  assembled.  consiBting  of  General  Loftusy  who 
performed  the  functions  of  President,  Colonels  Yandeleiiry  Da^, 
and  Wolfe,  Ms\jor  Armstrong,  and  a  Captain  Cumm;  Mr.  P^ 
terson  performed  the  functions  of  Judge  Adrocate. 

At  an  early  hour,  tlie  neighborhood  of  the  barracka  was 
crowded  with  eager  and  anxious  spectators.  As  soon  as  the  dmn 
wei*e  thrown  open,  tliey  rushed  in  and  filled  every  comet  of 
the  hall. 

Tone  appeared  in  the  uniform  of  a  Chef  de  Brigade  (CTokmd.) 
Tlie  firmness  and  cool  serenity  of  his  whole  deportniait,  gsta 
to  the  awe-stnick  assembly  the  measure  of  his  souL  Nor  covM 
his  bitteiTst  enemies,  whatever  they  deemed  of  his  political 
principles,  and  of  the  necessity  of  striking  a  great  exampiOp  day 
liim  the  praise  of  deteruiination  and  magnanimity. 

l*he  members  of  the  Coui-t  having  taken  the  usual  oafli^  tte 
Judge  Ailvocatc  proctH^Ied  to  inform  the  prisoner  tiiat  the 
Court  Martial,  before  wlilch  ho  stood,  was  appmntedy  by  the 
Loifl  Lieutenant  of  tiie  Kingdom,  to  try  whether  he  iiad  er  had 
not  acted  traitorously  and  hostilely  against  his  Majesty,  to  wl 
as  a  natural  bom  subject^  he  owed  all  allegiance,  from  the 
fact  of  his  birth  in  tliat  Kingdom  :  And,  according  to  the 
form,  lie  called  upon  him  to  plead  guilt}'  or  not  guilty. 

Tone.  **  1  mean  not  to  give  the  Coui-t  any  useless  troabloi  and 
•*  wish  to  spai*e  them  the  idle  task  of  examining  witnesses.  I 
'•  admit  all  tlie  facts  alleged,  and  only  request  leave  to  read 
'•  an  address,  which  I  have  prepared  for  this  occasion." 

CoL  Daly.  <'  I  must  warn  the  prisoner,  that,  in  acknowMg- 
«•  ing  tiiase/ar/5,  he  admits  to  his  prejudice,  that  he  has  acted 
*^  traitorously  against  his  Majesty.    Is  such  bis  intenthm?" 

Tone.  **  Stripping  tliis  charge  of  the  technicality  of  its  tem% 
»'  it  means,  I  pi*csinne,  by  the  word  'traitorously,'  that  I  have 
'•  b(M*n  found  in  arms  against  the  soldiers  of  the  King^  in  ay 

native  country.    I  admit  this  accusation  in  its  most  extended 

sense,  and  i*cquest  again  to  eicplain  to  the  Court  the 

and  motives  of  my  conduct" 

Tito  Court  tlien  observed,  that  they  would  hear  his 
provifiod  he  confined  himself  within  tlie  bounds  of 
Jle  rose,  and  began  in  these  words  : — 

•<  Mr.  Pi*esident,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Court  Martlel;  I 
••  moan  not  1o  give  you  Iho  trouble  of  bringing  judicial  prsf( 


.  t 
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«<  to  convict  me,  legally,  of  baying  ected  in  hostility  to  the  Go- 
<<  vernmentof  his  Britannic  Miyesty  in  Ireland.  I  admit  the 
<<  fact  From  my  earliest  youth,  I  have  regarded  the  connexion 
«<  between  Ireland  and  Great  Britain*  as  the  curse  of  the  Irish 
<<  nation ;  and  felt  convinced,  that,  whilst  it  lasted,  this  country 
<<  could  never  be  free  nor  happy.  My  mind  has  been  confirmed 
<<  in  this  opinion  by  the  experience  of  every  succeeding  year, 
<<  and  the  conclusions  which  I  have  drawn  from  every  fact  be- 
<<  fore  my  eyes.  In  consequence^  I  determined  to  apjdy  all  the 
**  powers,  which  my  individaul  eflTorts  could  move,  in  order  to 
<<  separate  the  two  countries. 

<<  That  Ireland  was  not  able,  of  herself,  to  throw  oflTthe  yoke, 
<<  I  knew.  I  therefore  sought  for  aid,  wherever  it  was  to  be 
<<  found.  In  honorable  poverty,  I  rejected  offers,  which,  to  a 
^'  man  in  my  circumstances,  might  be  considered  highly  ad  van* 
<<  tageous.  I  remained  faithful  to  what  I  thought  tiie  cause  of 
<<  my  country,  and  sought  in  the  French  Republic  an  ally,  to 
**  rescue  three  millions  of  my  countrymen,  fit)m" 

The  President,  here,  interrupted  the  Prisoner,  observing, 
that  this  language  was  neither  relevant  to  the  charge,  nor  such 
as  ought  to  be  delivered  in  a  public  court  One  member  said, 
it  seemed  calculated  only  to  inflame  the  minds  of  a  certain  de- 
scription of  people,  (flie  United  Irishmen)  many  of  whom  might 
probably  be  present ;  and  that,  flierefore»  the  Court  ought  not 
to  sufi*er  it.  The  Judge  Advocate  said,  he  thought,  that  if  Mr. 
Tone  meant  this  paper  to  be  laid  before  his  Excellency,  in  way 
of  exfrnuotum,  it  must  have  a  quite  contrary  effbct^  if  any  of  the 
foregoing  part  was  suff*ered  to  remain* 

Tbne.  **  I  shall  urge  this  topic  no  fliriher,  since  it  seems  dis- 
<<  agreeable  to  the  Court;  but  shall  proceed  to  read  the  few 
^<  words  which  remain.'' 

Oeiu  Lofhu.  <<  If  the  remainder  of  your  address,  Mr.  Tone, 
<<  is  of  the  same  complexion  with  what  you  have  already  read, 
<<  will  you  not  hesitate,  for  a  moment,  in  procoedinf^  since  you 
<<  have  learned  flie  opinion  of  the  Court?*' 

Tone.  <<  I  believe  tiiere  is  nothing  in  what  remains  for  me  to 
<<  say,  which  can  give  any  offence.    I  mean  to  express  my  feel- 
«<  ings  and  gratitude  towaids  the  Catholic  body,  in  whose  cause 
<<  I  was  engaged." 
Vol  II— 6r 
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OtH.  lojbu.  «  That  seems  to  have  mriUng  to  UKf  to  tto 
•<  charge  against  jou,  to  which  only  you  an  to  qieak.  If  jm 
**  have  any  thing  to  oBer  in  defence  or  estaiiiatka  of  that 
"  charge,  the  Court  will  hear  you  ;  but  they  bq[  that  joK  «il 
•*  confine  yourself  to  that  Hubjcct" 

Tont.  •*!  shall,  dien,  confine  iny§elf to  ■omepointlttriatifeti 
**  my  connection  witli  the  French  army.  Attached  to  ao  pnlf 
••  in  tlie  French  Republic,  without  intenat,  witboot  ntmt^, 
«  without  intrigue,  the  c^>enne88  and  integrity  of  mj  vton 
<•  raised  mc  to  a  high  and  confidential  rank  in  its  armin.  I  ob- 
«  taiiicd  the  confidence  of  the  Executive  Directoryt  the  ^qvofefr 
"  tion  of  my  Gienerals,  and,  I  venture  to  add,  the  eataaa  wmk  at 
«  fection  of  my  brave  comradefi.  When  I  re\iew  theae  citmi^ 
*•  stances,  I  feel  a  secret  and  internal  consolatnn,  wUck  M 
•<  reverse  of  fortune,  no  sentence  in  the  power  of  thia  Coart  to 
"  inflict  can  ever  deprive  me  of^  or  weaken  in  anydegreeu  U» 
**  der  the  flag  of  the  French  Republic,  1  originallj 
«  with  a  view  to  save  and  liberate  my  own  countcy. 
*•  puTpoae.  1  have  encountered  the  chances  of  irar» 
•■  strangers  ;  For  tliat  purpose,  I  have  repeatedly 
« terrors  of  the  ocean,  covered,  as  I  knew  it  to  b^  wtt  flt 
<•  triumpliant  fleets  of  that  Power,  which  it  waa  mj  ^mrj  Mid 
••  my  duty  to  oppose.  I  have  sacrificed  ^1  my  Tiewa  m  lib;  I 
**  liavc  courted  poverty :  I  have  left  a  beloved  wife,  nafratacli^ 
"  and  children  whom  I  adored,  fatherless.  After  Hck  neri* 
■■  ficcs.  in  a  cause  which  I  have  always 
••  sidervd  as  the  cause  of  justice  and  freedom — it  ia  no 
•■  foi-t.  at  this  day.  to  add,  *  the  sacrifice  of  my  life.* 

'•  But  I  bear  it  said,  tliat  this  unfiirtunata  cxiinti7  hM  biK 
•'  a  prey  to  all  sorts  of  horrors.  I  sincerdy  lammt  it  I  h^ 
•■  however,  it  may  be  remembered,  that  I  han  kea.  afeMlA 
*•  four  years  from  Ireland.  To  me,  these  ^iBirinff  CM 
••  never  be  attributed.  1  deigned*  by  bir  aad  opmi  vhv  to 
•■  procure  the  separation  of  the  two  countriea.  For  opOLWir 
"  I  was  ]HTpared  :  but  'd,  instead  of  tba^  a  ^yafeMS  of  fifaMto 
••  assasainatioa  has  taken  place,  I  repeat,  whilst  I  deplora  it. 
"  that  it  is  not  chargeable  on  me.  Atrocitiex.  it  secnu.  haw 
••  been  committed  on  both  sides.  I  do  ool  leaa  dcplnre  thria :  I 
••  detest  ihen  froB  my  heart;  and  to  thon  who  know 
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u  ter  uid  sentimentB,  I  matj  taStHj  appeal  fw  tha  truth  of  thU 
'<  usertion.  With  tbem,  I  need  no  justification. 

"  In  a  cause  like  this,  saccen  is  ererj  thing.  Success,  in  the 
"  eyes  of  the  Tiilgmr,  fixes  its  merits.  Waahingbm  succeeded, 
**  and  Kosciosko  fkiled. 

"  After  a  comhat  noblj'  mstaiiwd,  a  combtU  vhich  would 
"  have  excited  the  respect  and  sympathj  td  a  geoeroos  enemy, 
**  my  fate  was  to  become  a  prisoner.  To  the  eternal  diagrace 
"  of  those  who  gave  the  order,  1  was  brought  hidier  in  irons,  like 
"  a  felon.  I  mention  this  for  the  sake  of  others ;  for  me,  I  am 
*<indiRreuttoit{  I  am  aware  (rf*  the  fate  which  awaits  me,  and 
"scomeqoaily  tlie  tone  of  complaint  and  tbatofsn{^ication. 

*<  As  to  the  connexioa  between  this  country  and  Great  Bri- 
**  tain,  I  repeat  it,  M  that  has  been  imputed  to  me,  words,  writ- 
*'  ings,  and  actions,  I  here  deliberately  avow.  I  have  spoken 
*'  and  acted  with  reflection,  and  on  principle,  and  am  ready  to 
'( meet  the  consequences.  Whatever  be  the  sentence  of  this 
"  Court,  I  am  prepared  for  it  Its  members  will  surely  dis- 
"  charge  their  du^ ;  I  shall  take  care  not  to  be  wanting  to 
"  mine." 

This  speech  was  pronounced  in  a  tone  so  magnanimous,  so 
faU  of  a  noble  and  calm  serrnify,  as  seemed  deeply  and  visibly  to 
affect  all  its  bearers,  the  members  of  the  Court  not  excepted,  A 
pause  ensued  of  some  continuance,  and  ukoce  reigned  in  tbe  hall, 
till  interrupted  by  Tom  himselC  who  inquired,  whether  it  was 
not  usual  to  assign  an  interval  between  tiie  sentence  and  execu- 
tion? The  Judge  Advocate  answered,  that  the  voices  of  tbe 
Court  would  be  collected  without  delay,  and  tbe  result  trans- 
nittedforthwitit  to  tbe  Lord  Lieutenant  Iftiie  prisoner,  there- 
five,  bad  any  fiutfaer  observations  to  make,   now  was  tfaa 


3bn&  <•  I  wi^  to  offer  a  few  wwds,  rdative  to  tmt  nngia 
**  ptrint — to  the  mode  irf'  punishment  In  Prance,  our  Bmgritf 
**  who  stand  nearly  in  the  same  situation,  in  whidw  I  sappoee  I 
"  nowstud  bef<n«  you,  are  condemned  to  be  shot  I  ask,  that 
**  the  Court  aboold  adjudge  me  tbe  deatii  of  a  soldier,  and  let 
"  mp  bo  shot  by  a  platnoii  of  grenailiprs.  I  rcqiivst  lliis  in- 
"  tlulgencc,  rathrr  in  (-onaidrration  of  tJiv  iinironn  which  I  wear, 
«•  UiF  unifam  nf  a  C'hcf  de  Brigad*  In  the  Frvnrh  amiy,  tJian 
'•  from  an*  personal  r»<'^"1'ht  '^.     In  unl'-r  to  evince  ray 


■     «•  from  an*  pcrsi 


^ 
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«<  claim  to  this  favon  I  beg  that  the  Court  may  take  tlie  tranbh 
<•  to  peruse  mv  commission  and  letters  of  service  in  tike 
<<  army.  It  will  appear  from  these  papers,  that  I  luiTe  not 
<<  ceived  tliem  as  a  mask  to  cover  rac,  but  that  I  have  bera  leB|; 
**  and  bona  iide  an  officer  in  tiie  French  service." 

Judge  Mxocate.  **  You  must  feel  that  the  papers  yoa  aUode 
<<  to«  will  serve  as  undeniable  proofs  against  you." 

Tone.  *^  Oh ! — /  know  it  well — I  have  already  admitted  the 
<<  facts,  and  I  now  admit  the  papers  as  full  proQ&  of  oonvk>- 
••tion." 

The  papers  were  then  examined:  they  consisted  of  a  brevet 
of  Chef  dc  Brigade*  from  the  Directory,  signed  by  Hie  llnie- 
ter  of  War,  of  a  letter  of  service,  granting  to  him  flie  npik  ef 
Adjutant  General,  and  of  a  passport 

Oemral  Lojtus.  *<  In  those  papers  yon  are  derignated  as 
<<sen'ing  in  the  Army  of  England." 

Tone.  **  1  did  serve  in  that  Army,  when  it  was  commanded 
<<  by  lliionapartc.  by  Desaix,  and  by  Kilmaine,  who  is,  as  I  aa^ 
*•  an  Irishman.  But  I  have  also  served  elsewhere."  Bequeated 
if  he  had  any  thing  fuilher  to  observe:  he  said  that  nothing  MMM 
occurred  to  him,  except  that  the  sooner  his  Exoellency'a  ap- 
probation of  their  sentence  was  obtained,  tlie  better.  He  woald 
consider  it  as  a  favor,  if  it  could  be  obtained  in  an  hour. 

General  Loftus  then  obsened,  that  the  Court  wooldf  m- 
doubted  ly,  submit  to  tlie  Lord  Lieutenant,  the  Addreaa  wUch 
he  liad  read  to  tliem,  and,  also,  tlic  subject  of  his  last 
In  transmitting  tlic  Address,  he,  however,  took  care  to 
ail  that  part  of  it,  which  he  would  not  allow  to  be  read ;  an^ 
which  contained  the  dying  si)eech  and  last  words  of  the  flrit 
apostle  of  Irish  union  and  martyr  of  Irish  liberty,  to  his  connlij* 
men.  Lord  Comwallis  refused  the  last  demand  of  my  fintiiery  and 
he  was  sentenced  to  die  the  death  of  a  traitor,  in  forty-^ht  hov% 
on  the  1 2th  of  November.  This  cruelty  he  had  foreseen:  or 
England,  from  the  days  of  Lcwellyn  of  Wales,  and  WaDnoe  ef 
Scotland,  to  those  of  Tone  and  Napoleon,  has  never  shown  miv- 
ry  or  genei-osity  to  a  fallen  enemy.  He  then,  in  perfect  oool- 
iicss  and  self-possession,  determined  to  execute  his  purpuae^  and 
anticipate  their  sentence. 

The  next  day  was  passed  in  a  kind  of  stupor.  A  dmri  ef 
portentous  awe  seemed  to  hang  over  the  City  of  DeUio-pJChe 
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apparatus  of  military  and  despotic  authority  was  every  where 
displayed :  no  man  dared  to  trust  his  next  neighbor,  nor  one  of 
the  pale  citizens  to  betray^  by  look  or  word,  bis  feelings  or  sym- 
pathy. The  terror  which  prevailed  in  Paris,  under  the  Rule  of  the 
Jacobins,  or  in  Rome,  during  the  jHtMcriptions  of  Marius,  Sylla, 
and  flie  Triumviri,  and  under  the  reigns  of  Tiberius,  Nero, 
Caligula,  and  Domitian,  was  never  deeper,  or  more  universal, 
than  that  of  Ireland,  at  this  fatal  and  shameful  period.  It  was, 
in  short,  tiie  feeling  which  made  the  People,  soon  after,  passively 
acquiesce  in  the  Union,  and  in  the  extinction  of  their  name  as  a 
Nation.  Of  the  numerous  friends  of  my  father,  and  of  those 
who  had  shared  in  his  political  principles  and  career,  some  had 
perished  on  the  scaflTold,  others  rotted  in  dungeons,  and  the  re- 
mainder dreaded,  by  the  slightest  mark  of  recognition,  to  be 
involved  in  his  fate.  One  noble  exception  deserves  to  be  re- 
corded, 

John  Philpot  Curran,  the  celebrated  orator  and  patriot,  had 
attached  himself,  in  his  political  career^  to  the  Whig  Party: 
but  his  theoretical  principles  went  much  farther.  And  when  tiie 
march  of  the  Administration  to  despotism  was  pronounced — 
when  the  persecution  began — ^I  know  that  in  tiie  years  1794  and 
1795,  and  particularly,  at  the  Drogheda  Assizes,  in  the  former 
year,  and  <m  occasion  of  the  trial  of  Bird  and  Hamill,  where 
they  were  both  emidoyed  as  counsel,  he  opened  his  mind  to  my 
father ;  and  tiiat  on  the  main  point— on  the  necessity  of  break- 
ing the  connexion  with  England — ^they  agreed.  Curran  pru- 
dentiy  and  properly  confined  himself  to  those  legal  exertions  at 
tiie  bar,  where  his  talents  were  so  eminentiy  useful,  and  where 
he  left  an  imperishable  monument  to  his  own  and  to  his  coun- 
try's fiune*  It  was  well  that  tiiere  remained  one  place,  and  one 
man,  through  which  the  truth  might  sometimes  be  heard.  lie 
avoided  committing  himself  in  tiie  Councils  of  the  United 
Irishmen ;  but,  had  the  project  of  liberating  Ireland  succeeded, 
he  would  have  been  amongst  tiie  foremost  to  hail  and  join  her 
independence.  On  this  occasion,  joining  his  efforts  to  those  of 
M.  Peter  Burrowes,  he  nobly  exerted  himself  to  save  his  friend. 

The  sentence  of  my  father  was  evidentiy  illegal.  Curran  knew, 
however,  very  well  that,  by  bringing  the  case  before  the  proper 
tribunal,  the  result  would  ultimately  be  the  same— that  he  could 
not  be  acquitted.  But  then,  the  delays  of  the  law  mig^ha  W» 
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in  play,  ind  the  all  important  pmnt  of  gaiung  timi^  woald  ba  ab> 
tained.  The  French  Govemmetit  could  not,  in  honor,  but  iafai» 
fere,  and  the  case,  from  «  mrre  legal,  voidd  becooM  a  xwiiliiri 
oor.  In  politics  my  father  had  many  adversaries,  but  tew  pi^ 
mnal  enemies  ;  in  private  and  public  life,  he  waa  gfrner^Oy 
beloved  and  respected ;  bis  moderatioii,  too,  waa  kmnn  ud 
^>pKciated  by  those  who  feared  a  Revoliitiaii,  and  trMtadt* 
Mm.  asamediatoTtif  such  an  event  was  totakeplani.  Inibartiit 
did  not  appear  a  matter  of  impossibility  to  have  flnallj  aand  U^ 
fay  some  agreemcntwith the  Government.  Detemuned  tB  bma 
bar  for  his  defence,  and  bring  tlie  case  beforetfaeCoiirtaf  Kin|^ 
Bench,  then  sitting,  and  presided  by  Lord  Kilwardm,  *  ■■■  <t 
the  purest  and  most  benevolent  virtue.  andwboalw^«  tom/tnA 
justice  with  merry.  Cnrran  endeavored,  the  wbdedayoftl* 
llthitoraiseasuhficriptionforthispurpose.  Butlcrrvrhaddaari 
every  door ;  and,  I  have  it  from  his  own  lips,  that  area  9Mmf[ 
the  Catholic  leaders,  many  of  them  wealthy,  no  oob  dnndti 
auhscribe.  Curran  then  determined  to  proceed  alone.  Ob  thb 
circumstance  no  comment  can  be  expected  fron  tin  na  tf 
Theobald  Wolfe  Tone.  Those  men  had  behaved  nobly  ti 
him,  in  former  times,  almost  as  perilous.  Hw  n 
must  be  their  escuse. 

On  the  next  day,  13th  November,  (the  day  fixed  flir  Uaeo 
tion. )  the  scene  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  was  awful  aad  !■■ 
prcssive  to  the  highest  degree.  As  soon  as  itopenadfCamUiai* 
vanced,  leadingtheagedfatherofTone,  whopradnoedUaaS^ 
vit,  that  his  son  had  hern  brougtil  before  a  bench  ofoflctn*  ol* 
ing  itself  a  Court  Martial,  and  sentenced  to  death.  "Urn  art 
«<  pretend,  said  Curran,  that  Mr.  Tone  is  not  priHgr  if  tm 
*'  cliai|^  of  which  he  is  accused.  I  presume  the  oBcva  imt 
"  honorable  men.  But  it  is  stated  in  this  aflldavi^  ai  a  mImm 
**  fact,  that  Mr.  Tone  had  no  commisBion  under  bii  HajfUti^- 
**  and,  tlierefore.  no  Court  Martial  could  havs  cogidiana  4C 
*<  any  crime  imputed  to  him,  whilst  the  Court  (rf'Khi^  ■oHh' 
**  sate  in  tlie  capacity  of  the  Great  Criminal  Court  of  the  lanik^ 
*'  In  times  when  war  was  raging,  when  man  woh  opposed  t 
<<  man  in  the  field,  CourtsMartialmightbeindurcd  :  butv 
**  law  autliority  is  with  me,  whilst  I  stand  npon  thb  sarred  a 
<•  immutable  principle  (^  the  Constitutioi^  that  martial  lawai 
*•  civil  law  an^  incompatibly  and  that  the  former  i 
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'<  with  fhe  existence  of  tbe  Utter.   Tbis  ia  not,  however,  the 
"  time  for  ar^ng  this  momentoaa  question.    My  client  must 
'*  appear  in  this  Court.  He  ia  cast  for  death  this  very  day.  He 
<*  may  be  ordend  for  execution  whilst  I  address  you.   I  call 
"  on  tbe  Court  to  support  tiie  law,  and  move  for  a  Habeas 
'(  CM-pus,  to  be  directed  to  tbe  Provost  Marshal  of  the  bar- 
**  racks  of  Dublin,  and  M^jor  Sandys,  to  bring  op  the  body  of 
"Tone." 
Chief  Juatiee.  "  Have  a  writ  instantly  prepared." 
Cnrran.  "  My  client  may  die,  whilst  the  writ  is  preparing.** 
Chief  Justin.  "Mr.  SheriS;  proceed  to  the  barracks,  and 
"  acquaint  the  Provost  Marshal  that  a  writ  is  preparing  to 
'<  suspend   Mr.  Tone's  executi<m,  and  see  that  he  bo  not 
**  executed." 

The  Court  awaited,  in  a  state  of  tfie  utmost  agitation  and 
■ospeniK,  the  return  of  the  SberiflT.  He  speedily  appeared,  and 
said,  *'  My  Lord,  I  have  been  to  the  barracks,  In  pursuance  of 
•*  your  order.  TTie  Provost  Marshal  says  be  must  obey  Major 
**  Sandys.  Major  Sandys  says  lie  must  obey  Lord  Comwallin.'* 
Mr.  Curran  announced,  at  the  same  time,  that  Mr.  Tone^  the 
lather,  was  just  retnmed,  after  serving  the  habeas  corpus,  and 
that  General  Craig  would  not  obey  it.  Tbe  Cliief  Justice  cx- 
dainted,  "  Mr.  Sheriff,  talce  the  body  of  Tone  into  custody — 
*'  take  tiie  Provost  Marshal  and  Miyor  Sandys  into  custody, 
*<  and  show  tbe  wder  of  tbe  Court  to  General  Craig." 

Tbe  general  impresnon  Ivas  now,  tint  tbe  prisoner  would  be 
led  out  to  execution,  in  defiance  of  the  Court.  This  apprelicn- 
rion  was  legible  in  the  countenance  of  Lord  Kilwarden,  a  man 
who,  in  tbe  worst  of  times,  preserved  a  religious  respect  for 
Hbt  laws,  and  win,  besides^  I  may  add,  felt  every  perstmal  feel- 
ing of  pity  and  respect  for  the  prisoner,  whom  he  had  formerly 
contributed  to  shield  fiwn  flie  vengeance  <^  GovMnnient,  on  an 
occaaion  almost  as  perilous.  His  agitBtion,'accordiBg  to  the  ex- 
'  pression  of  an  eye-witness.<  was  nngnifioent        ' 

rnn  Hwriff  ntnmed  at  lengtii'witfa  the  fittal  news.  He  had 
been  refniwd  admittance  in  th«  banacha;  bat  was  infonoe^^ 
that  Mr.  Tone,  wiio  had  tvoundcd  himself  dan gprouniy  the  iiiglit 
before,  WHS  not  in  a  ntn'lition  to  be  rrmoved.  A  French  v 
grant  Surgeon,  who  had  closed  the  wound,  wia  calM  ia.  and 
drrtarcd  there  was  nn  saving,  for  four  days.  ^ItPlb"-  l(  «i» 
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mortal  His  bead  vu  to  be  kept  in  one  pontioa»  aid  annttad 
was  set  am  him,  to  prevent  hia  speaking.  Removal  woald  kill 
him  at  once.  The  Chief  Justice  instantly  ordered  m  rale  fiiraw- 
pcnding  the  cxccatian. 

I  must  collect  my  rtrength  to  give  tlie  remaining  dcteik  of  te 
riose  of  my  father's  life.  The  secrets  of  a  state  pciiOi^  u4 
of  Bucli  a  prison  as  vere  those  of  Dublin,  at  that  periedi  vt 
srlilom  penetrated  ;  and  ttie  facts  which  have  reached  ai,  m 
few  and  meagre  As  soon  as  he  learned  the  refusal  of  his  bit 
rrf|ucst,  his  determination  was  taken,  with  the  same  KaolBttoB 
and  coolness  which  he  exhibited  during  the  whole  *™Tiarrtinii 
In  order  to  spare  the  feelings  of  his  parents  and  (nenda,  ha  !•• 
fused  to  see  any  one.  and  requested  only  the  dm  trf"  wiiti^  ■>> 
terials.  During  the  lOtii  and  lltli  of  November,  be  addrMni 
the  Directory,  tl,.-.  Minister  of  Marine,  General  l^ijmHim^  amf 
Mr.  Shee,  in  France,  and  several  of  his  friends  in  Ireland*  to  ■•- 
commend  liis  family  to  their  care.  1  here  insert  a  traaalatiiRi  •( 
hia  letter  to  the  Directory,  the  only  one  of  which  we  obtaiael 
a  copy. 

"  Fbom  TnE  Pbovost's  Paiioir,  Dvbut, 

"  SOIA  Brvmaire.  7th  war  of  (Ac  Brjreiliii,  1 

••  Tlie  Adjutant  Qentral  ThttAaid  Wtift  Time,  fooUM  SWflJ 
to  the  Exeeutixe  Directon/  of  tht  Frtneh  BfjieMi't 

"  Citizen  Dibectobi: 

"  Tlio  English  Government  having  deteradiiBd  not  to 
"  respect  my  rights  as  a  Frencli  citisen  and  ofllctr^  and  a^a* 
"  moncd  me  before  a  court  martial,  I  have  been  ■pwh-Mnwl  (p 
*'  deatli.  In  those  circumstances,  I  request  yen  to  uentnt  mf 
"  thanks  fur  the  confidence  with  which  yoo  have  bmwwd  m^ 
"  and  which,  in  a  moment  like  this,  I  ventiire  to  i^  I  wril 
"  dcscn-ed.  I  have  served  tlie  Bepuhlic  faidifldlj',  ead  mf 
«  death,  as  well  as  that. of  my  brother,  a  TictiB  like  ■jiJf, 
■■  and  condemned  in  the  same  manner  about  a  monlk  mb*  lA 
«•  sufficiently  prove  it  I  hope  the  drcamstuoM  in  iriU  I 
•<  stand  will  A^-arrant  m^  Citizen  Directory  in  I 
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^  yaa  to  consider  flie  fate  of  a  virtuous  wife  and  of  three  infant 

<<  children,  who  had  no  other  support^  and,  in  losing  me,  will 

<<  be  reduced  to  the  extreme  of  misery.    I  venture,  on  such  an 

<<  occasion,  to  recall  to  your  remembrance,  that  I  was  expelled 

**  from  my  own  country  in  consequence  of  my  attempts  to  serve 

<<the  Republic;  that,  on  the  invitation  of  the  French  Go- 

**  vemment,  I  came  to  France ;  that  ever  since  I  had  the  honor 

^  to  enter  the  French  service,  I  have  faithfully,  and  with  the 

**  approbation  of  all  my  Chiefs,  performed  my  duty  ;  finally^ 

<<  that  I  have  sacrificed  for  the  Republic  all  that  man  holds 

<<  dearest — my  wife,  my  children,  my  liberty,  my  life.  In  these 

**  circumstances,  I  confidently  call  on  your  justice  and  humani- 

**  ij  in  favor  of  my  family,  assured  that  you  will  not  abandon 

« them.   It  is  the  greatest  consolation  which  remauis  to  me  in 

**  dying. 

**  Health  and  respect 

"  T.  W.  TONE,  (called  Smith,) 

*^  Jdjutant  General.** 

He  then,  with  a  firm  hand  and  heart,  penneil  the  t^vo  follow^ 
ing  letters  to  my  mother: 

<<  Provost  Paisoir — Dubliit  Barracks, 

"  Le  20  Brumairef  an  7,  {lOth  JVor.)  1798. 

^  Dearest  Love: 

<*  The  hour  is  at  last  come,  when  we  must  part  As  no  words 
*<  can  express  what  I  feel  for  you  and  our  children,  I  shall  not 
«*  attempt  it ;  complaint  of  any  kind,  would  be  beneath  your 
<<  courage  and  mine ;  be  assured  I  will  die  as  I  have  lived| 
<<  and  that  you  will  have  no  cause  to  blush  for  me. 

'*  I  have  written  on  your  behalf  to  the  Frencli  Government 
**  to  the  Minister  of  Marine,  to  General  Kilmaine,  and  to  Mr. 
**  Shee  ;  with  the  latter  I  wish  you  especially  to  advise.  In 
<<  Ireland,  I  have  written  to  your  brother  Harry,  and  to  those 
<<  of  my  friends  who  are  about  to  go  into  exile,  and  who,  I  am 
<<  sure,  will  not  abandon  you. 

^  Adieu,  dearest  love :  I  find  it  impossible  to  finish  this 

^  letter.    Give  my  love  to  Mary ;  and.  above  all  things,  i-e- 

**  member  that  you  are  now  tlie  only  parent  of  our   dearest 

^  children,  and  that  the  best  proof  you  can  give  of  your  aflTec- 
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<«  tion  for  me^  will  be  to  preserve  Touraelf  far  flicir 
••  God  Almighty  blees  you  alL 

♦*  Your'Si  ever. 

"  T.  W,  TONE. 

<•  P.  S.  I  think  you  have  a  friend  in  Wilsom  wlw  niU  aot 
"  desert  you/** 

8EC0XD  LETTER, 

<<  Dearest  Lote:  I  ^rite  just  one  line,  to  acquaint  yon  ttat 
'<  I  have  received  assurances  from  your  brother  Edward^  of  Ua 
*<  determination  to  render  every  afsslstanre  and  protoctioB  ta 
**  ids  po\^er :  for  which  I  have  written  to  thank  him  moat  ain- 
•*  ccrely.  Your  sister  has  likewise  sent  me  assurancea  of  fte 
'« same  nature,  and  expressed  a  desire  to  see  me,  which  I  hava 
**  rrfuse<l«  having  determined  to  speak  to  no  one  of  my  ftjeodii 
•<  not  even  my  fatlier,  fnim  motives  of  humanity  to  them  aad 
•«  myself.  It  is  a  very  great  consolation  to  me,  that  your  fiuaily 
«•  aiT  determined  to  sup])oi*t  you :  as  to  the  manner  of  ttat 
'•  assistance,  I  leave  it  to  their  aflection  for  ^'ou,  and  your  own 
«•  excellent  good  sense,  to  settle  what  manner  will  be  most  Vfr 
**  specUible  for  all  parties. 

**  Adieu,  deaiTst  luve.  Keep  your  courage,  as  I  haTB  kqit 
<<  mine :  my  mind  is  as  tranquil  tliis  moment  as  at  any  period  of 
<<  my  life.  Cherish  my  memory ;  and,  especially,  pr 
**  health  and  spirits  for  the  sake  of  our  dearest  children* 

**  Your  ever  affectionate 

«  T.  WOLFE  TONE. 

"  nthMvember,  1798." 


It  is  said,  that,  on  the  evening  of  that  very  day,  he  cooid 
and  hear  the  soldiers  erecting  the  gallows  for  him  before  Ui 
windows.    That  very  night,  according  to  flie  report  riven 


*Xobl7  did  this  pure  md  Tirtnoui  man,  ind  he  tlaae  of  all  thme 

hid  depended  upon,  fulfil  Uie  ezpeetation  of  hit  fncnd.   He  wh  to  Hf 

brother,  ■  proteetor,  end  en  adviier,  durinf  the  whale  period  of  oar  dktoMii 

when,  at  the  cloie  of  cighteeo  jeert,  we  were  rained  a  weimd  Cfaae,  Ij  Oh  iflrf 
Napoleon^  be  eame  orer  from  bit  own  eoantry  to  oflbr  Ikt  Ui 
and  ihtre  oor  firte  ia  Amcriet. 
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by  his  jailors,  having  secreted  a  penknife,  he  inflicted  a  deep 
wound  across  his  neck*  It  was  soon  discovered,  by  the  sentry, 
and  a  surgeon  called  in  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  who 
storied  the  blood  and  closed  it  He  reported,  tliat,  as  tlie  prison- 
er had  missed  the  carotid  artery,  he  might  yet  survive^  but  msis 
in  the  extremest  danger.  It  is  said,  that  he  murmured  only 
in  reply,  <*I  am  sorry  I  have  been  so  bad  an  anatomist'*  Let 
me  draw  a  veil  over  tfie  remainder  of  this  scene. 

Stretched  on  his  bloody  pallet  in  a  dungeon,  the  first  apostle 
of  Irish  union,  and  most  illustrious  martyr  of  Irish  independence, 
counted  eadi  lingering  hour  during  the  last  seven  days  and  nights 
of  hii  slow  and  silent  agony.  No  one  was  allowed  to  approach 
him.  Far  from  his  adored  family,  and  from  all  those  friends 
whom  be  loved  so  dearly,  the  only  forms  which  flitted  before  his 
eyes,  were  those  of  the  grim  gaoler  and  rough  attendants  of 
the  prison  ;  ttie  only  sounds  which  fell  on  his  dying  ear,  the 
heavy  tread  of  the  sentry.  He  retained,  however,  the  calmness 
of  his  soul,  and  the  possession  of  his  faculties,  to  the  last  And 
the  consciousness  of  dying  for  his  country,  and  in  the  cause  of 
justice  and  liberty*  illumined,  like  a  bright  halo,  his  latest 
moments,  and  kept  up  his  fortitude  to  the  end.  There  is  no 
situation,  under  which  those  feelings  will  not  support  the  soul 
of  a  patriot 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  November,  he  was  seized  with 
the  spasms  of  approaching  death.  It  is  said  that  tlie  surgeon 
who  attended,  whispered  tliat  if  he  attempted  to  move  or  speak, 
he  must  expire  instantly ;  that  he  overheard  him,  and,  making  a 
slight  movement  replied,  **l  can  yet  find  words  to  thank  you,  sir: 
it  is  the  most  welcome  news  you  could  give  me.  What  should 
I  wish  to  live  for?''  Falling  back,  with  these  expressions  on 
his  lips,  he  expired  without  further  eflbrt 

On  dosing  this  painflil  and  dreadful  narrative,  I  must  allude 
to  some  hints  which  I  have  heard  from  a  most  respectable  and 
well  informed  quarter,  that  in  consequence  of  tlie  attempts  to 
withdraw  him  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  military  ti*ibunals, 
my  father's  end  may  have  been  precipitated  by  the  hands  of  bis 
jailors,  and  that,  to  conceal  their  crime,  tliey  spread  tlie  re- 
port of  his  voluntary  death.  It  is  certainly  not  my  duty  to  ex- 
culpate them.   That  his  end  was  voluntary^  his  detcrmHtftiiAn^ 
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previous  to  his  IfaTing  France,  which  wu  knowa  to  «■,  and  4^ 
tenor  of  his  last  letters,  incline  me  to  believe.  Nritber  ia  it  lika- 
Ij  that  Major  Sandys,  and  his  experienced  satellxtea.  wndd 
perform  a  murder  in  so  bungling  a  way  as  to  alltiw  llieir  vic- 
tim to  surrire  the  attempt  during  eight  days.  If  thia  waa  tta 
case,  his  death  can  never  be  considered  as  a  suicide;  itwM 
merely  the  resolution  of  a  noble  mind,  to  disappcrint  by  hiB  awa 
act,  the  brutal  ferocity  of  Ms  enemiea,  and  avoid  flie  indigai^ 
of  their  touch. 

But,  on  the  otlier  side,  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  1h»  tka- 
ractcr  of  these  men  would  warrant  tlie  wont  < 
The  details  of  my  father's  death  and  last  words,  only  ■ 
tlic  public  ear  thi-ough  tlieir  reports ;  no  one  was  aDowvd  t» 
approach  him  after  hLi  wound ;  no  medical  attendant  to  coae 
near  him,  except  the  prison  surgeon,  a  foreigner,  and  Freadl 
emigrant.*  Why  was  no  coroner's  inquest  held  oa  Us  be^t 
as  was  held  on  Jackson's,  in  the  very  court  when  he  died? 
The  resiKtancc  wliich  was  opposed  by  the  military  to  the 
warrant  of  the  Chief  Justice,  was  indecorous  and  Tiokat 
in  tlie  extreme :  nor  was  it  till  compelled  by  the  flnnani 
of  LonI  Kilwarden  to  give  way,  that  tliey  acknowledgBd  tte 
wound  of  their  prisoner,  though,  according  to  tbdr  own  n- 
poit,  it  had  been  inflirted  during  the  preceding  nigfaL  Was  it 
posKihIc.  that,  fearing  the  intci-ference  of  the  civil  coofts,  ttty 
haHtcned  his  enil^  or,  what  would  be  more  atrocious  atUL  nf- 
mitting  the  fart  that  lie  had  wounded  himself^  did  tbejr  inlni 
to  rouceal  it,  and  to  glut  their  mean  and  feradoos  i 
and  insult  their  dying  enemy,  who  had  thought  to  < 
iiidigniticH,  by  di-agging  him  out,  in  that  state,  ani 
hiui  witli  their  own  hands  ?  That  their  preparations  contianed 
till  intcniipti'd  by  the  interference  of  suprriw  audiorify;  (bat 
the  wound  of  their  prisoner  was  anxiously  concealed,  as  le^  as 
poNsible :  and  that  no  one,  even  afterwards,  was  allowed  to  i^ 
proach  and  speak  to  him  during  bis  long  agony,  are  certua 
farts. 

Between  tliose  dreadful  suspicions,  the  reader  mart  jadgB  1^ 
himself.  Ah  forwhatpasscd  withintbe  FrovoHt'sprison,  itanit 

•b  vould  be  I TCTT  Barimu  aaDcikDH,  if  GeiMnl  Imd.  wte  litwii  m  InSri^ 

Mmlblbetonarmlhic  bin,  *■■,  bIki,  ■  FmMii  fni|rML  !%(■«•■  wiHli^ 
hlMindaublekbhamncCiMi  Kildieroflbr  ntMhIlctMi^■lia<■■■    '         ^ 
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nmBin  forever  amongst  tbe  giiiltf  and  bloody  tnysterics  of  that 
jKiiKleiiiOfiiuiii.  If  charges  of  ho  black  and  bloody  a  nature,  can 
be  adduced,  with  any  appearance  of  probability,  against  the 
agents  of  the  Iri^  Govmnnent,  tbe  violence,  cruelty,  and  law 
1ms  proceedings,  in  which  they  were  indulged  with  perfect  irnpn* 
ni^f  by  their  emptoyers,  not  only  warrant  them,  but  give  them 
too  tremendous  a  probabilify.  Aa  for  my  part,  I  have  merely 
stated,  as  I  have  done  throu^  the  whole  of  this  work,  in  the 
fairest  and  fullest  manner,  tbe  facts  w|)ich  have  reached  as, 
without  any  coonwot  or  opinion  (rf  my  own. 


CohTaining  tub  Fate  op  Generai.  Toice's  Fa] 

AFTEK   UI8    DbATH. 


ATtlie  time  of  this  last  expedition,  a  rtrict  embnrgo  relgi 
on  tlie  coasts  or  England,  and  no  news  cuuld  reach  to  France  bnt 
tttroiigh  the  distant  nnd  indirect  diannci  of  Hamburgh.  It  v» 
not  till  tiie  closp  of  November,  tiiat  the  report  of  the  action  at  ilie 
1  llh  of  October,  of  the  capture,  trial,  defence,  and  condemna- 
tion, of  Tone,  and  of  the  wound  which  he  was  reported  to  hate 
inflicted  upon  himself,  reached  all  at  once  to  Paris.  U  was  al» 
stated,  at  first,  that  this  w  ound  was  slight,  that  the  law  courts  had 
claime^l  him,  tlint  all  ]>rocerdingH  were,  tlierefore,  stopped,  and 
that  there  were  strong  hopes  nf  his  rccoTery.  My  niotlier,  then 
in  tlie  most  delicate  and  precarious  state  of  health,  a  Htrangcr 
in  the  land,  (of  which  she  scarcely  spoke  the  language.}  and 
without  a  friend  or  adviser,  (for  she  had  ever  lived  in  the  most 
retired  privacy.)  rallied,  however,  a  courage  and  spirits,  worthy 
of  the  name  she  bore.  Surmounting  all  timidity,  and  weakiie»§ 
of  body,  as  well  as  of  mind,  she  tlirew  herself  inslantly  into  ■ 
rarriage,  and  ili-ove  to  tlic  Minister  of  Foreign  Aflairs,  (Tal- 
leyrand I'erigord.)  She  knew  that  he  spoke  English,  and 
hud  been  acquainted  with  my  father  both  in  America  and  io 
France.  He  received  hei-  witJi  the  most  lively  interest.  Case; 
of  this  nature  did  not  belong  to  his  Department,  but  he  pro- 
mised all  the  support  of  his  credit  with  the  Government,  and 
gave  her  an  introduction  to  the  Directoiy.  She  immediately 
called  on  La  Reveillierrc  Lepaus.  then  President  of  the  Di- 
rectory, and  met  with  a  reception  equally  favorable  and  n- 
apcctful.  He  gave  the  most  solemn  assurances  that  my  father 
should  he  instantly  claimed  ;  and  mentioned  in  the  demand 
by  Die  name  of  Tone,  by  that  of  Smith,  and,  individually,  0 
a  French  officer,  lest  his  assumed  name  should  occaaioD  anjr 
diplomatic  delay  ;  he  added  tliat  the  English  officers,  then  fa 
(he  Frencli  pri^^ons.  siiould  be  confined  as  hostages  to  answer 
for  his  safety  ;  and  that,  if  none  were  equal  to  him  in  mlk>^ 
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tiie  difference  should  be  made  up  in  numbers.  It  was  unfortu- 
nate that  Sir  Sidney  Smith  had  then  escaped  from  the  Temple. 
As  soon  as  these  papers  were  drawn.  La  Reveilliere  Lepaux  ad- 
dressed her  with  tfiem  to  the  Minister  of  Marine,  Bruix,  who 
assured  her  that  preliminary  steps  had  already  been  talien,  and 
tiiat  these  despatches  should  be  forwarded  in  the  course  of  the 
same  day.  From  thence,  she  called  on  Schimmelpennick,  the 
Dutch  Ambassador,  who  gave  her  similar  assurances  that  my 
ikther  should  be  claimed  in  the  name  of  the  Batavian  Repub« 
lie,  in  whose  service  he  bore  the  sioune  rank  as  in  the  French. 
She  wrote,  for  the  same  purpose,  to  his  friend  Admiral  Dewin- 
ter,  and  to  General  Kilmaine,  Commander-in-chief  of  the  army 
in  which  he  served ;  they  both  gave  the  same  promises  in  re- 
turn. I  here  translate  the  letter  of  General  Kilmaine^  to  the 
Directory. 

*^  Head-Quabters  at  RoVBlfy 

<<  &7th  Brumairef  Tth  year  of  the  BeptMic. 
^^KUmainef  Otnerairin^Chitf  of  the  Jhrmyof  Bnglandf  to  die 
<<  President  of  the  ExeaUive  Directarjf. 

<<  CitizehPbesideiit:  From  the  assurances  which  the  Exe- 
*^  cutive  Directory  has  given,  that  the  Adjutant  General  Smith, 
**  taken  on  board  tlie  Hoche,  shall  be  claimed  in  a  peremptory 
<<  manner,  it  would  be  superfluous  in  me  to  request  your  inter- 
<<  ference  a  second  time.  But,  as  Commander-in-chief  of  the 
*<  Army,  in  which  he  served  with  such  distinction,  I  consider 
**  myself  as  in  duty  bound  to  acquaint  the  Directory  more  par- 
<<  ticularly  with  the  merits  of  tliat  officer.  His  real  name  is 
•<  Tone ;  that  of  Smith  was  assumed  to  conceal  from  the  Eng- 
'<  Ksh  Government  his  residence  in  France,  and  spare  to  his 
<'  family  in  Ireland  those  persecutions  which  would  infallibly 
^*  have  been  inflicted  upon  them.  Obliged,  as  he  had  been  one 
^*  of  flie  most  zealous  and  respectable  apostles  of  the  cause  of 
''  liberty  in  his  country,  to  seek  a  refuge  from  its  tyrants  in 
**  North  America,  he  was  called  from  thence,  on  the  demand  of 
^*  the  French  Government,  to  co-operate  with  General  Hoche 
<<  in  his  first  expedition  to  Ireland.  He  was  then  [nt>moted  to 
<<  the  rank  of  Adjutant  General,  and  sened  the  RcfMblic  in 
*^  that  capacity  in  the  Army  of  England,  where  be 
« to  me  in  the  most  advantageous  lights  and  had 
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**  hU  talents  and  social  qualities,  the  esteem  and  fricaiddiip  tf 
"  all  ttie  Generals  with  wltom  be  served.  He  was  nnployed  ■ 
"  the  expedition  of  General  Hardy,  merely  as  a  Ftvncli  iiiiiii. 
**  and  oiiglit  to  be  arl^nowledgcd  in  tfiat  chararter;  be  liad  ads^ 
*•  ed  Prance  as  his  country :  his  riglit  to  be  conndcTad  m  a 
"  French  prisoner  of  war  is  undoubted,  and  no  <hw  can  regui 
"  him  in  any  other  liglit.  I  know  not  what  treatment  thr  Brii- 
**  ish  Government  may  reserve  Tor  him.  but  if  it  went  other  Hub 
"  such  as  any  French  oDicrr,  in  a  similar  staticNi,  haa  a  datai 
*'  to  expect.  I  am  clrorly  of  opinion  that  the  Directory  afaaali 
'<  designate  some  British  prisoner  of  superior  rank  to  aerw  H 
"  aliustage.  and  undergo  precisely  the  same  treatment  fliatAd- 
"  jutant  General  Smitfi  may  suffer  from  the  British  0<mi» 
•'  nient  By  this  measure  yau  may  save  to  the  Republic  ooeif 
*'  its  most  distinguished  officers  :  to  liberty,  me  of  bar  BMt 
"  zealous  and  enlightened  defenders,  aqd  a  father  to  one  of  the 
*'  most  interesting  families  which  I  have  ever  known.  HeaHk 
»  and  rcsppTt.  KILMAINE." 

To  ttie  French  Ministers,  my  mother  expressed,  at  theaamit 
time,  her  detemiiuntion  to  join  nnd  nurse  her  budmiid  ia 
his  prison,  taking  my  young  sister  along  with  her,  and  hav- 
ing my  brotlier  and  myself  to  the  cmr  of  our  aunL  For 
fdie  did  not  expert  tliat  even  tliCMe  efforts  woultl  ofatua  Ua 
release,  but.  probably  a  connnutation  of  liia  fate^  to  a  COK. 
Gnement,  nliich  she  wished  to  share.  It  may  well  be  bdifv* 
ed  titut  tlie^te  rrclaninlinnH  excited  the  most  lively  and  nniwad 
interest  All  the  credenfiah  and  all  tlie  means,  which  abBCcadd 
wish,  were  furnishetl  to  her.  and  slic  was  already  on  hway  tD 
embark  for  lii'lanil.  when  lite  itews  of  his  death  arrived,  aid 
put  a  stop  to  all  further  ]ii-orec<lings.  It  would  be  needleoi  ta 
dilate  upon,  and  impossible  to  express,  her  feelings  on  the  oc- 
casion. 

That  CtiiT.an's  anticipations  were  not  ill  foonded.  and  ttat 
the  intei-feroncc  of  the  French  nnd  Batavian  Qovrmnieiita  worid 
have  been  effectual  to  delay  my  father's  bte.  and  finallj  WKft 
his  life.  I  am  convinced.  A  case  similar,  in  many  ini 
pcnod  nearly  nt  the  same  time,  Napper  Tandy,  a  a 
noxious  to  tiie  IriKh  Government  as  any  t^  tiie  popular  b 
hud  escHped  to  Nom-ay,  and  from  ttirncr  to  1 
mas  thew  arrested  by  the  cowardly  and  b 
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of  the  Semite  of  that  city,  along  vith  three  other  Iruihinen, 
MM.  Will.  Corbett,  Blackwell,  and  Mon'is ;  they  weiv  given 
up  to  the  English  Reudent,  and  sent  to  Dublin  for  trial.  But 
the  reign  of  inilitai7  tribunals  was  past  Tandy  was  tried  by  a 
Court  of  law.  and  defended  by  Cnrran ;  delays  were  thrown  in 
the  way  of  his  condrannation,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  Napoleon, 
who  was  now  returned  from  Egypt,  ctumed  him  as  a  French 
General;  designated  an  English  prisoner,  of  equal  rank,  as  a 
hostage  for  his  safety,  and  laid  a  seva«  fine  on  the  City  of 
Hamburgh,  to  chastise  its  breach  of  the  laws  of  neutrality.  Na- 
poleon was  not  to  be  trifled  with,  and  Tandy  was  soon  exchang- 
ed, and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  old  days  at  Bordeaux,  with 
the  rank  and  appointments  of  a  General  of  Brigade.  Corfoett  and 
Blackwell  had  previously  escaped  from  Kilmainham  gaol,  un- 
der peculiar  and  romantic  circumstances.  Miss  Edgewwth  has 
availed  liersclfof  some  of  them  in  her  popular  novel  of  Onnoiid. 
The  former,  a  gallant  officer,  I  have  known  in  the  French  Ar- 
my, where  he  rose  to  the  rank  of  Adjutant  General  and  chief  of 
tlie  Staff  of  the  6th  Corps  d'-Ortnie, 

I  will  now  close  this  painful  narrative,  with  a  short  abstract 
of  the  fortunes  and  fotesofmy  fAtber*s  family  after  his  death, 
and  of  those  Irishmen  who  accompanied  him  in  his  last  expedi- 
tion. Of  these,  Mr.  T.  Corbett,  brother  of  the  preceding  gen- 
tleman, happened  to  be  on  board  one  of  the  frigates  which  es- 
caped. The  two  others  passed  undistinguisfa^  amongst  the 
French  prisoners,  who,  on  these  occasions,  always  concealed,  to 
the  best  of  their  power,  tlie  Iri^men  who  were  taken  with  them, 
and  tJiey  were  exchanged,  in  due  season,  witli  their  companions. 
MM.T.  Corbett  andMcGuire  died  in  the  French  army.  As  to 
the  otiier  gentleman,  to  wliom  I  before  alluded  to,  he  escaped 
by  a  singular  and  almost  providential  cireumstancc  A  little 
before  their  departure  from  Paris,  a  party  of  United  Irishmen, 
in  order  to  look  like  Frenchmen,  had  agreed  to  have  their  ears 
bored,  and  wear  ear-rings.  This  gentleman,  though  sbting  and 
powerfully  built,  fainted  when  the  operation  was  performed  on 
one  ear,  and,  though  bis  companions  laughed  at  him,  would 
not  allow  it  Id  hi-  iirrlDnnril  on  (lie  otlii^r.  When  embarked  iu 
thctcnilcr,  wliirti  roiive,\o*l  tlic  ^ itchnnged  priMncn  to  France^ 
one  oftliu  Miilonk  luolting  hard  at  liim.  oxclalmed  tsatt  '  ""^ 
"  By  G— .  this  fellow  is  no  Freuchnian;  he  i"  '" 
\'0L.  11—69 
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man  in  disguise.  Look  at  his  calves— look  at  hia  ahoukkn* 
Such  was  his  confusion,  that  to  conceal  the  blush  which  0¥cr- 
.spread  his  countenance,  and  appear  not  to  understand  tiieiii,  ha 
bent  down,  as  if  to  tie  his  stockings.  But*  with  a  apiwation  of 
inexprcssibU*  relief,  he  heard  the  other  reply,  ^*  D — n  his  ^yeUf 
Jack :  look  at  his  ear-ring — he  is  certainly  a  Frenchman/' 

Of  my  father's  brothers  and  sister,  Matthew,  a  C^itaia  of 
Grenadiers,  had  perished  befora  him.  in  Humbert's  ezpeditian.— 
Ailliur.  a  beautiful  and  gallant  boy,  entered  the  Dutch  Huwjf 
as  a  midshipman,  under  the  patronage  of  Admiral  Dewintv^ 
my  father^s  friend.  He  was  a  univei'sal  favorite,  tfamigh  veiy 
wild,  and  distinguislied  himself  in  several  actions  by 
intrepidity.  Taken  by  tlie  English,  about  the  same 
his  bmtlier,  he  was  recognized  by  an  Irish  officwy 
over  the  account  of  his  brother's  death.  This  kind-hoaited 
trjman  favored  his  escape  :  and,  at  the  age  of  righteen,  he 
promoted  to  a  lieutenancy.  He  saile<l  soon  after  for  the  East 
Indies,  and,  since  that  period  has  never  been  heard  (£r-^WilliaBi^ 
fortune»s  were  still  more  varied  and  singular.  His  early 
gles  and  efforts  in  tlie  East  Indies  have  already  been 
He  finally  rose  to  command  in  second  a  free  coqs,  OOD] 
of  Europeans,  and  adventurers  of  all  nations,  raised  fiir  tts 
Mahi-atta  service  liy  Colonel  (now  General)  Boyd,  of  Bostai^ 
a  most  enterprising  American  officer.  On  Boyd's  defMvtURV 
he  succeeded  to  the  command:  and  when  he  heard  of  his  lnuflwa'i 
dcatli.  wrote  a  imKst  noble  and  affectionate  letter  to  mj  mothov 
enclosing  an  order  for  £  200,  and  engaging,  for  the  fiitnrc^  ti 
he  a  father  and  protector  to  the  family.  This  letter  shdl  be 
mentioned  in  its  place.  He  was  shortly  after  killed,  in 
a  small  fort,  in  one  of  the  bidian  wars. — Mary  folhiwed  herL 
band  to  St.  Domingo,  anl|  died  of  the  yellow  fever,  during  As 
siege  of  Cap  FrancaiSn  attending  a  sick  friend  who  had 
deserted  by  her  own  family  and  servants.  Mone  of  tfaem^ 
ing  my  father,  reached  to  thirty-six  years  of  age,. 

As  for  Tone's  o^n  family,  his  wife  and  children,  theistansk 
which  had  been  excited  in  France  by  his  trials  was  i 
to  them  after  his  fate.   As  some  very  idle  stories  hm^ 
culated  on  this  subject  and  as  our  station,  mode  of  Uft^ 
nections  in  France,  have  been  much  misrepresented  i» 
publications,  I  feel  that  I  cannot  oondade  this 
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tkan  by  KsbniabstnctoT  the  following  events.  lallodeespe- 
cially  toan  article  in  the  8  ist  Dumber  of  the  Loodun  New  Monthly 
Maguine  fw  March,  1825.  lie  autbw,  I  must  say,  appears 
to  have  felt  an  interest  in  oar  mtnatioii,  and  to  have  written 
in  the  kindest  intentiona.  He  endeavws  to  exhibit  us  to  the 
puUic  in  colort  as  romantic  and  as  jdeaaing  as  his  imagina- 
tion could  suggest;  bu^  in  the  first  place,  his  memory  has 
not  been  comet ;  and  be  baa  frequcatly  drawn  upon  his  fan- 
cy to  supidy  its  deficienciea.  Hioagfa  the  general  tenor  oS  his 
account  does  not  diiler  widely  from  the  trutli,  most  of  his  anec- 
dotes are  inaccurate  in  part^  and  aome  of  tben  entirely  un- 
founded. The  general  coka-  of  the  whole  is  still  more  im> 
IH7>perIy  heightened.  He  misrepresents  our  entin  style  of 
lifet.  and  exhibits  my  mother  as  a  very  lively  and  fascinating 
lady,  shining  in  the  first  French  circles  of  Paris.  He  should 
have  remembered  that  there  is  a  proud  and  unobtrusive  grief 
which  shrinks  from  investigation,  tram  public  observation, 
and  even  from  sympathy.  It  is  painful  for  me  to  enter  into 
the  following  few  and  simple  details,  and  I  should  never  have 
wished  to  produce  the  }dain  story  qC  oar  lives  to  the  public  but 
I  now  feel  it  a  justice,  due  to  one  parent  as  well  as  to  the  other, 
to  the  noble  and  widowfd  matron  of  a  hen,  who,  in  her  deso- 
late but  dignified  sccluwon,  bad  no  other  at^act  Uian  to  form  the 
young  niinds  and  principles  of  her  children,  and  direct  their 
education,  according  to  the  dying  wiriws  and  last  recommenda- 
tions of  her  husband. 

In  the  first  moments  after  the  death  of  my  lattKr,  I  have  al- 
ready mentioned  that  the  interest  excited  by  his  fate,  and  by 
the  state  of  his  family,  was  universaL  The  Directory  instantly 
passed  a  decree  by  which  an  immediate  aid  of  1,SOO  francs, 
from  the  ftinds  of  the  Navy,  and  three  months'  pay  frmi  the 
War  Deparfment,  were  assigned  to  his  widow,  and  she  was 
requested  to  produce  hrr  titles  to  a  regular  pension.  On  this 
occasion  she  received  the  following  letter  from  the  Minister  of 
the  Marine,  Bruix,  addressed  to  the  Citizen  Thompson,  Agent 
for  the  United  Irishmen  in  Pahs : 

*'  1  give  you  notice,  CitiHO,  tihat  ttw  Esecntive  Directory 
'*  has  f^iuilcd  tu  till.'  nidow  of  Toue  an  extj'aiii'dinitrv  »iil  of 
•>  l,2no  fi-Hnot,  and  dnridrd  tbut  N)ie  will  iw  oonprised  on  Uifi 
"  list  ol' proposed  pensions  <f  <dw  unittw  iV-  -  -l-'iom  rci|uired 
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^*  in  the  widows  of  those  who  die  in  tlie  defence  of  their  coun- 
*^  try.  I  i!vish  to  communicate  these  dispositions  to  her«  uid 
<*  engage  her  to  provide  and  produce  her  proofs  that  she  is  the 
^*  widow  of  that  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  of  whom  tiie  French  Go- 
<<  venimcnt  desires  to  honor  the  memory. 

«  BRUnL»* 

At  tlie  same  time,  Bruix  and  Talleyrand  (to  tlie latter  of  whoniy 
whatever  character  be  assigned  to  him  in  history,  we  certainly 
owe  gratitude  lor  the  lively  and  disinterested  part  which  he  al- 
ways took  in  our  fate,  on  the  few  but  important  occasions  on  whidi 
we  addressed  him)  proiioscfl.  the  first,  to  take  chai'ge  of  my  bro- 
ther, and  the  other  of  me.  Kilmaine,  wlio  had  no  children^  pro- 
posed to  adopt  us  both.  But  grateful  as  ray  mother  felt  for  those 
offers,  she  declined  them,  deteiTnined  never  to  part  from  her  diil- 
dren,  and  to  fulfil,  to  the  I&st,  the  solemn  engagement  under  which 
she  considei-ed  hei-self  bound,  to  su]ierintend  their  education;  die 
did  not  wish  tliem  to  be  bred  as  favorites  and  dependents  in 
great  families,  and  trusted  leather  to  the  gratitude  of  the  nation 
to  give  them  a  public,  sim]ire,  and  manly  education^  as  an  hom- 
age to  tlieir  failier's  services.  These  gentlemen  entered  into 
her  views,  and,  on  their  demand,  tlie  Directory  decreed  fliatthe 
sons  of  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  adopted  by  the  French  RcpabliCy 
should  be  educated,  at  the  national  expense,  in  tlie  Prytaneam. 
On  this  occasion,  Talleyrand  wrote,  in  tlie  following  tmns,  to 
Fran9ois  de  Neufchatcau,  Minister  of  the  interior,  to  whose  de- 
partment the  National  Schools  were  attached: 

^*  Dear  Colleague:  You  ai*e  informed  that  the  EzecotiTe 
<<  Directory  have  decreed  that  the  t^x)  sons  of  the  brave  and 
<<  unfortunate  Tone,  who  died,  in  Ireland,  a  victim  in  tlie  causa 
**  of  liberty,  should  be  educated  in  the  Prytaneum.  I  satisfy  a 
<<  duty,  dear  to  my  heart,  in  addressing  to  you  the  interesting 
**  mother  of  those  infants,  who  desires  to  present  to  yoa  the 
<'  expressions  of  her  gratitude,  in  order  that  yoa  may  transmit 
<<  them  to  the  Directory.  I  have  not  hesitated  in  promising  her 
<<  the  most  favorable  reception  from  you,  and  I  am  conriDoed 
<<  tliat  I  did  not  venture  too  far  in  doing  so.  Health  and  flrsp 
"  temity.  TALLEYRAND.** 

The  jiensions  which  the  Executive  had,  constitotionlly*  a 
power  to  grant,  to  the  widows  and  families  of  oiBoers  lulled  on 
the  field  of  battle,  were  limited,  by  law,  according  to 


^1n 


APPENDIX— PART  I.  549 

of  these  officers,  and  to  the  lengtli  of  time  during  which  tlicy 
had  8er\'cd.  According  to  this  law,  the  pension  to  which  my 
mother  was  entitled,  amounted  only  to  300  francs,  or  little  more 
than  £12  sterling  a  year.  This  site  refused  either  to  demand  or 
accc]it  But,  in  special  cases,  the  Legislature  had  resciTcd  to  itself 
tiic  right  of  granting  pensions  to  any  amount.  Ours  was  a  very 
special  case,  but  it  was  necessary  to  address  tlie  Council  of  Five 
Hundred  on  tlie  subject  Official  delays  intervened ;  it  was  dif- 
ficult to  collect,  at  once,  all  tlie  legal  proofs  required  ;  the  busi- 
ness was,  therefore,  dropt  for  the  present ;  and,  indeed,  in  the 
varying  and  ever  shifting  movements  of  that  most  unstable  of 
Governments,  no  single  object,  however  interesting  at  first, 
could  fix  tlie  public  attention  for  a  period  of  any  duration.  In 
a  few  montlis,  tliree  of  the  Directors  were  ex|ieUed  by  their 
colleagues,  and  replaced  by  otliers ;  tiie  affairs  of  Ireland,  Tone 
and  his  family,  and  tlie  fatal  indiscretion  of  Humbert,  who  now 
returned  from  captivity,  were  all  forgotten  in  tlie  disastei's  of 
Italy  and  Germany,  and  tlic  victories  of  Suwarrow  and  Prince 
Charles  of  Austria. 

Ill  the  mean  time,  withdrawing  from  tlie  uiterest  which  she 
had  excited,  my  mother,  as  will  be  seen  in  her  narrative  at  the 
close  of  this  Appendix,  rctiretl  almost  in  the  precincts  of  tlie  Uni- 
versity, to  be  near  her  children,  and  superintend  their  educa- 
tion. This  was  the  most  quiet  and  distant  quarter  of  Paris,  and 
failliest  from  the  bustle  of  the  great  and  fashionable  world.  It 
is  called  the  Fays  Latinj  and  is  peopled  only  by  decent  bour- 
geois* schools,  colleges,  an  J  literary  establishments.  The  iieigh- 
boi  hood  of  the  beautiful  Park  of  the  Luxembourg  and  Tcinple 
of  the  Pantheon,  of  the  pleasant  and  sef{uestered  walks  of  the 
Boulevard  du  Mont  Parnasse,  of  tlie  delightful  Garden  of  Phuits, 
and  literary  and  scientific  treasures  of  tlie  National  Museum 
and  Libraries,  gave  an  elegant  and  classical  interest  to  tlic 
simplicity  of  that  reti*eat.  On  the  style  in  which  we  lived, 
I  will  only  observe,  that  we  saw  no  company^  English  n^ar 
Frenchf  and  that  my  mother,  attending  exclusively  to  the 
rearing  of  her  daughter,  and  to  tlie  suiierintciidence  of  her  two 
boys,  who  dwelt  in  the  college  beneath  her  eyes,  was  under  the 
protection  of  that  body  as  much  as  if  she  had  been  a  member  of 
it  Such  was  the  esteem,  confidence,  and,  I  would  almost  say, 
veneration  with  which  she  inspired  its  Diivctors  and  Profcs- 
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sorB,  that,  contrary  to  the  severe  regulations  of  Frencli  diid- 
pline,  tkey  trustrd  us  entirely  to  her  care.  Indeed,  we  were  aD 
so  young  and  so  helpless,  tlmt  we  were  general  favoritest  and 
tlie  whde  of  our  Utile  family  seemed^  in  some  measore^  adoptaA 
by  the  establishment 

It  was  nearly  a  year  from  my  father's  fate ;  our  petmaMBt 

provision  was  yet  unsettled,  and  our  slender  means  oouU  not 

last  many  niontlis  longer*  when  my  mother,  reading  soneoUf^ 

pers  in  her  little  solitude^  fell  on  a  beautiful  speech, 

s<mic  montlis  before,  in  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  by 

Buonaparte.     He  proposed  to  simplify  the  forms  of  paying  Urn 

pcnsioiw  of  the  widows  and  children  of  military  and  aaval  oB- 

cers :  he  represented,  in  the  most  noble  and  feeling  tenna.  Urn 

hardsliips  of  high  spirited  females  and  motliers  offamilifim 

claims  were  clear  and  undoubted,  obliged,  in  the  aflUctim 

desolation  of  their  hearts,  to  solicit  and  go  through 

delays  in  the  ]Miblic  offices.  He  also  proposed  to  angmort 

peasions,  which  were  too  small.   The  sons  of  warrion  killed  an 

the  field  of  battle,  ceased  to  receive  them,  when  Uiey 

tlieir  fourtoentli  year ;  he  proposed  to  ejctend  thia  period  to 

age  wlien  they  miglit,  in  tlicir  turn,  enter  the  service:  ^  Wki^ 

^•exclaimcfl  he.  Representatives  of-the  People!  Ton 

<<  tlie  chihliTn  of  the  brave  before  that  age  when  our  laws 

*  •  to  tlicm  the  career  of  glory.  What  must  they  become? 

<*  less,  desei-te<l  by  that  Republic  which  was  pledged  to 

<<  their  youth  ;  repelled  from  those  armies  where  the  law 

«<  not  yet  allow  them  to  enlist,  must  they  seek  fiir 

<<  condition,  or  implore  tlie  passing  pity  of  strangera?  BiiaBlfa 

<<  children  of  your  warriors  be  clotbed  in  the  livery 

<•  or  mendicants?  And  will  not  the  Royalists,  yonr  u 

<<  foes,  exclaim,  witli  bitter  smiles,  Gro  now.and  aiied  yovrUoad 

«<for  that  Republic  so  bounteous  in  its  promises,   TonrdA* 

**  dren,  supimried  a  few  years,  will  finally  beg  alms  tnm  ■!• 

•'No,  Representatives;  you  cannot  forsake  tiioae  otphaai  im 

«<  thrir  fourteentli  year.   It  is  at  that  age  tiiat  nuaeiy  hrii^  to 

•'  all  tlie  vices  in  its  train,  that  the  character  and  paTWiioM  vo. 

<'  formed,  and  your  paternal  care  should  guide  fhiMO  adoptad 

<<  childiTiiof  the  Republic^  till  they  may  Mlow  the  gcHW'BMi  l» 

«<  pulse  of  their  hearts,  and  render,  ttemadvea  wtsrtkj^  liidbf 

<•  fathers'  names.    The  Republic  should  lead  tim  hf%B  tmM 
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«« from  the  cradle  to  the  field  of  battlc»  and  from  thence  to  the 
'^toinb*  Tlie  whole  life  of  those  generous  children,  should 
**  be  one  series  of  services  to  that  country  which  adopted  and 
**  brought  them  up  like  a  mother.  Then  the  dying  warrior  will 
**  close  his  eyes  without  anxiety  for  the  fate  of  his  sons,  and  in 
<<  the  hope  that,  adopted  by  his  country,  they  will  surpass  him, 
<«  perhaps,  one  day,  and  revive  his  name,  witli  greater  glory, 
<<  in  the  echoes  of  future  generations.  Oh,  love  of  glorj',  sub- 
<<  lime  sentiment,  emanation  of  the  divinity!  thou  wilt  console 
**  the  warrior  expiring  on  the  field  of  honor :  fearless  far  his  fa- 
^<  mily,  anxious  only  for  his  country ;  his  only  demand,  in  his 
<<  last  moment,  will  then  be:  Is  victory  still  faithful  to  the  flag 
«<  of  tlie  Republic?*' 

Several  months  hail  been  necessary  to  collect  tlie  proofs,  cer^ 
tificates,  and  documents,  required  by  law,  for  making  an  appli- 
cation to  the  Legislature,  or,  indeed,  before  my  motlicr  was  able 
to  attend  to  it  Nor  did  she  know  one  member  of  the  Council 
of  Five  Hundred,  to  present  them  to,  when  they  were  ready. 
In  reading  this  speech  of  Lucien,  slie  felt  that  he  was  the 
person  she  ought  to  address.  My  fatlier  had  been  known  to 
his  brother,  when  he  commanded  the  Army  of  England,  and  he 
was  one  of  the  Representatives.  She  immediately  wrote  a  note 
to  him,  to  know  when  she  might  have  the  honor  of  waiting 
upon  him  on  particular  business?  He  answered,  that  his  public 
duties  left  only  the  hours  often  in  the  morning,  or  seven  in  the 
evening,  unemployed,  but  that,  at  either  of  tliese,  he  would  be 
happy  to  receive  her.  In  consequence,  next  morning,  taking 
with  her  her  children,  her  papers,  and  tlie  report  of  his  speech, 
she  called  upon  him,  and  presented  to  him  tliat  speech  as  lier 
letter  of  introduction.  He  was  highly  touched  and  flattered. 
She  gave  him  all  lier  papers,  and  sliowed  him  her  children.  He 
was  much  moved,  and  said  he  knew  the  story  well,  and  had 
been  deeply  afiected  by  it,  which  sentiment  he  only  sliared  in 
common  with  every  one  who  had  heard  of  it ;  that  it  was  tlie 
duty  of  tiie  French  Legislatorc  to  provide  for  the  family  of 
Tone,  honorably,  and  tlianked  her  for  the  distinction  conferred 
upon  him,  by  choosing  him  to  report  on  tlie  case.  My  mother 
mentioned  tihe  diflkulties  slie  lay  under,  an  unconnected  stran- 
ger, scarcely  understanding  the  language.  lie  stopped  her,  by 
requesting  her  to  take  no  more  trouble ;  that  he  would  charge 
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himsdf  with  it  entirely^  and  get  tlic  permisskm  of  Hut  E3 
live  which  would  be  necessary,  and  if  he  wanted  any 
particulars  from  her,  would  write  to  her  for  them.    NothiBg 
could  be  more  delicate  or  generous  tlian  his  whde  nuumeTi 

Next  morning,  Mme.  Lucicn  Buonaparte,  his  first  wife^  called 
upon  my  mother,  and  introduced  herself.  She  was  an  ■■■"■M* 
woman,  of  irreproachable  character,  but  very  weak  healtt*  aa^ 
even  then,  dying  of  consumption.  An  acquaintance 
between  them,  which  terminated  only  at  her  death,  afew 
afterwanls. 

The  report  of  Lucien  Buonaparte  was  still  delayed  tat 
time.  He  had  some  papers  to  collect  to  proTc  my  btfaer'li 
vices.  Camot  was  in  banishment ;  Hoche  was  dead ;  poor  Kil- 
maine,  who,  ever  since  my  fathei*'s  death,  had  expressed  a  warn 
interest  in  our  fate,  was  dying.  In  tlie  ravings  of  fsver,  ka 
would  insist  on  putting  horses  to  his  carriage,  and  driving 
witli  us  to  the  Directory  and  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  to  v^ 
pmach  them  with  tlieir  delays  in  providing  for  ttie  widow  ant 
children  of  Tone.  Hanly  ^ns  gone  to  tlie  West  lodiesy 
Gonenil  Simon,  my  father's  old  companion  in  both 
and  who  had  Imm^u  Chief  of  the  Staff  in  the  last^  gave  dl  tbi 
noressary  attestations.  The  i>ennission  of  the  Directory  Haa 
ohtaiiiod  :  l)ut  Lucion.  in  onler  to  produce  a  {greater  dRsct^  aifll 
delayed  till  tlie  ptTiod  of  his  own  Presidency,  which  was  ti 
take  place  in  the  month  of  Bnimaire,  (that  Preaidency  fluMii 
for  a  revolution  which  soon  altered  the  face  of  France  and  aC 
all  Europe.)  Perhaps  he  also  waited  for  the  airival  of  hia 
tlier  :  for  there  can  be  very  little  doubt  that  he  was 
leaders  of  the  Republic,  who,  with  diflbrent  hopes  and 
seeing  the  doH|ierate  situation  into  which  it  waafidling, 
invited  Napoleon  from  the  shores  of  Egypt,  to  return  and  aaveit 

At  length,  the  news  suddenly  arrived,  and  ran  throa|^  Flranoa 
like  an  electric  shock,  tliat  the  conqueror  of  Italy  and  Egypt 
had  landed  on  its  coast  He  arrived  at*  Paris  towarda  the 
of  YendemaiiT.  The  effect  was  immediatBe  All  cyee 
turned  upon  him,  and  new  hopes  and  rising  spirits  ttmr He 
whole  country  into  a  kind  of  fermentation  ef  ezpednMlb 
Matters  could  not  remain  as  they  wereu  What  shonll  he4al 
What  part  would  he  take  ?  It  would  be  going  oat  ef  enr  erib^ 
ject  to  enter  into  the  various  intrigues  lAkk  HMV  9Hl^ 
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vhichy  indeed,  secluded  as  we  lived,  we  knew  nothing  at  the 
time.  On  the  9th  of  Brumaire,  only  nine  days  before  the  Re- 
volution which  put  an  end  to  the  Directory  and  placed  his 
brother  at  the  head  of  aflkirs,  Lucien,  then  President  of  the 
Council  of  Five  Hundred,  pronounced,  at  length,  the  following 
beautiful  speech,  which  may  be -called  the  funeral  oration  of 
my  father.  Indeed,  my  mother  had  told  him  that  her  chief 
wish  was  to  see  the  character  and  services  of  Tone  conunemo- 
rated  by  him  as  they  deserved,  and  that  her  own  claims  were 
but  a  secondary  object  in  comparison* 

Motion  submitted  by  the  PresidenU  Luden  Buonapartej  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  Widow  and  Children  of  TJieobald  fFolfe  Time. 

*^  Bepresentaiives  of  the  People  I  I  rise  to  call  your  attention 
'<  towards  tlie  widow  and  children  of  a  man,  whose  memory  is 
^  dciir  and  venerable  to  Ireland  and  to  France ;  the  Adjutant 
'<  General  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  founder  of  tlie  United  Irish 
<<  Society,  who,  betrayed  and  taken  in  tlie  expedition  to  Ire- 
'<  land,  perished  in  Dublin,  assassinated  by  the  illegal  sentence 
<<  of  a  court  martial. 

<<  Wolfe  Tone  only  breathed  for  the  liberty  of  his  country. 
<<  After  attempting  every  means  to  break  the  chains  of  British 
**  oppression  at  home,  he  was  invited  by  our  Government  to 
**  France,  where,  from  the  beginning  of  the  fifth  year  of  the 
**  Republic,  be  bore  arms  under  our  colors.  His  talents  and  his 
«  courage,  announced  him  as  the  future  Washington  of  Ireland ; 
**  his  arm,  whilst  assisting  in  our  battles,  was  preparing  to  fight 
<<  for  his  own  country.  He  served  under  the  Pacificator  of  La 
M  Vendee,  (Hoche,)  that  hero  whom  a  fatal  and  unexpected 
<<  stroke  has  plunged  in  a  premature  tomb.  The  certificates 
«<  which  I  now  submit  to  you,  contain  the  analysis  of  his  cam- 
'<  paigns  and  of  his  misfortunes."  (Here  the  orator  read  the 
««  certificate  of  General  Simon.) 

^  It  is  precisely  one  year  since,  on  the  same  day  and  on  the 
'<  same  month,  a  court  martial  was  assembled  in  Dublin,  to 
'<  try  a  general  officer  in  the  service  of  our  Republic  Let 
^*  us  examine  the  papers  of  that  day."  (Here  the  orator  read  the 
whole  account  of  the  trial  and  defence  of  General  Tone,  com- 
prised in  this  worL  He  then  rtsomed)— 
Vol.  II~70 
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<•  You  have  heard  the  last  words  of  this  illnstrioiiB  martyr  of 
**  liberty.  What  could  1  add  to  them  ?  You  see  him,  andor  your 
••  own  unifonn.  in  the  midst  of  tliis  assassinating  tribmialf  in 
•*  the  midst  of  tliis  awe-stmick  and  affected  assembly.  Toa  hour 
**  him  exclaim,  *  After  such  sacrifices  for  the  cause  of  liberty 
<*  it  is  no  great  effort,  at  this  day,  to  add  the  sacrifice  rf  ny  lifik 
^*  I  have  courted  povei-ty  ;  1  have  left  a  beloved  wUBd^  vopto- 
*•  tocted,  and  children*  whom  I  adored,  fatherless.'  PtodoB 
«'  him,  if  he  forgot,  in  these  last  moments,  that  you  were  to  he 
'•  the  fathers  and  tlie  protectors  of  his  Matilda  and  of  Us 
*•  children. 

«  Sentenced,  amidst  the  tears  and  groans  of  bis  oountayf 
<<  Wolfe  Tone  would  not  leave  to  her  tyrants  the  satisbctiQa 
»<  of  seeing  him  expire^  by  a  death  which  tlie  prejodioes  of  the 
<<  world  call  ignominious.  He  died  by  hLs  own  hand,  ib  Ui 
**  dungeon.  The  day  will  yet,  will  doubtless  come, 
«  in  that  same  city  of  Dublin,  and  on  the  spot  where  Ae 
**  lites  of  Britain  were  rearing  that  scaffold,  where  ttcy  ez- 
<<  pectod  to  wi*cak  their  vengeance  on  Theobald,  the  indcpndeat 
<<  people  of  Ireland  will  erect  a  trophy  to  his  memory,  andoeb- 
«'  bnite,  yearly*  on  the  annivcrsaiy  of  his  trial,  the  ftetml  of 
**  their  union,  amund  his  funeral  monument.  Fertile  first  toM^ 
^*  this  annivei*siiry  is  now  celebrated  within  these  walls.  Shade 
<<  of  a  lioro,  I  offer  to  thee,  in  our  names,  the  homage  of  oar 
<<  deep,  of  our  universal  emotion! 

«•  A  few  words  more — on  the  widow  of  Theobald ;  on  Ufl 
»<  rhihiren.  Calamity  would  have  over^'helmed  a  weakweoeL 
••  The  death  of  her  husband  was  not  the  only  one  she  had  to  d^ 
<•  ploi-e.  His  brother  was  condemned  to  the  same  fkto;  aad^ 
<«  with  less  good  fortune,  or  less  firmness,  perished  on  the  scat 
<<  fold. 

*<  If  the  sfM'vices  of  Tone  were  not  sufficient,  rf  tbematlveB, 
<<  to  i-ouse  your  feelings,  1  might  mention  tiie  independeot  ^spait 
<<  and  firmness  of  that  noble  woman,  \9hOf  on  the  tonb  of  her 
''  husband  and  of  lier  brotlier,  mingles,  with  her  aighSi  aapira* 
<*  tions  for  the  deliverance  of  Ireland.  I  would  attempt  to  give 
<«  you  an  idea  of  that  Irish  spirit  which  is  blended  in  her  ooon- 
'« tenance,  witli  the  expression  of  her  grief.  Badk  were  those 
'<  women  of  Sparta,  who,  on  the  return  of  their 
**  from  battle,  when,  witli  anxious  looks,  thqr  ran  over 
'<  and  missed  amongst  them  their  soiis^  their  hnabandib  and 
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*^  their  brothers,  exclaimed,  He  died  for  his  country ;  he  died 
**  for  the  Republic* 

<<  llie  widow,  the  children  of  Tone,  are  before  you.  The 
^*  law  of  the  14th  Fructidor  only  allows  them  a  pension  of 
**  SOO  francs.  But  in  that  very  law,  the  case  of  eminent  ser- 
<<  vices,  rendered  to  the  cause  of  liberty^  is  foreseen.  Tlio 
'<  families  of  heroes  are  then  to  be  relieved,  by  a  special  decree 
**  of  this  house.  I  claim  this  special  decree.  I  submit  to  you 
^  the  demand  made  to  tlie  Executive  Directory^  and  the  attesta- 
^<  tions  of  the  United  Irishmen.'' 

The  orator  then  demanded  the  formation  of  a  special  commit- 
tee, to  which  his  motion,  and  the  accompanying  documents, 
should  be  referred,  in  order  to  report  upon  them.  He  expatiated 
on  the  manner  in  which  the  British  Government  had  repeatedly 
violated  the  rules  of  war  and  of  national  law,  and  instanced  the 
cases  of  Napper  Tandy,  arrested  at  Hamburgh,  and  Dolomieu, 
imprisoned  by  the  Queen  of  Naples.  <<  Till  when/'  exclaimed  he, 
<<  will  the  generous  people  of  Britain,  allow  a  horrible  ministry 
<<  to  disg^race  them  by  such  violations  ?  Till  when  will  they  suf- 
'<  fer  in  silence,  acts,  which  will  cover  them  with  eternal  shame, 
**  when  recorded  on  tiie  pages  of  history  ?  People  of  England, 
^  if  by  the  force  of  public  opinion,  you  do  not  arrest  the  arm, 
<<  raised  on  the  revered  heads  of  Tandy  and  Dolomieu ;  if  you 
'<  allow  the  minister  of  death,  to  consummate  his  crime,  you 
<<  will  be  forever  dishonored  and  degraded,  and  become  a  iieo- 
*«  pie  of  slaves.*'* 

He  closed  his  speech  with  fliis  beautiful  peroration:  ^  Allow 
<<  me.  Representatives,  to  regret  that  we  have  not  yet  esta- 
<<  blished  an  institution,  the  want  of  which  you  all  must  feci  at 
**  this  moment  I  should  have  wished  that  the  widow  and  sons 
**  of  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone  might  be  solemnly  adopted  by  tlie 
<^  nation  ;  that  this  interesting  family,  seated  in  tiie  midst  of 
'<  this  assembly,  might  receive  from  you,  in  the  name  of  the 
**  French  Republic,  this  pledge  of  its  maternal  regard,  more 
^'  precioQs  to  a  magnanimous  soul,  than  any  pecuniary  aid. 
<'  This  wonld  have  been  a  proper  recompense  for  the  widow 
**  of  a  hero ;  and  his  young  children,  struck  witii  a  scene  so  im- 
**  pressive,  would,  in  future  days,  have  repeated,  on  the  shoi'es 
<<  of  liberated  Ireland,  in  what  manner  you  honored  the  memo- 

*  The  power  of  NtpoleoD^oiacii  greater  dm  the  power  of 
iliortly  ifterwardi. 
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«  r}'  of  their  father.  And  even  now,  that  unforinute  ooumtiyy 
<<  torn  as  die  is  by  the  scourge  of  lier  tyrants,  woald  tarn  to 
<<  this  hall  a  look  of  gratitude^  and  the  feeling  of  her  tertuts 
<<  would  be  suspended  for  a  while.*' 

At  tlie  close  of  tliis  eloquent  eifusion,  a  committee  was  imme- 
diately ap])ointed,  consisting  of  Joseph  Buoni^arfent  Jmb  do 
Bry«  (lately  escaped  from  the  Congress  of  Rastadt*  where  hw 
comiiides  wei*e  assassinated.)  and  several otli^  memberaof  the 
two  legislative  councils,  to  i*epoi*t  on  the  subject  erf  a  pennoDanl 
Iiermancnt  provision,  for  the  widow  and  family  of  Qeneral  ToMu 

The  Resolution  of  the  18th  Bnimaire.  followed  a  few  daje 
afters  ards.  As  an  instance  of  the  complete  seclusion  nod  firi- 
vacy  in  ^hich  we  lived,  I  will  only  mention*  that,  on  fliat  ▼ery 
moiiiing,  my  motlier,  entirely  ignorant  of  tlie  great  events  wUch 
were  going  on.  called  on  Madame  Lucien  Buonqmrte,  who  was 
confined,  and  in  a  very  weak  and  declining  state  of  health.  She 
expressed  lier  surprise  at  having  seen  tlie  garden  of  the  Thul- 
leries  siiiTounded  by  soldiei-s,  who  let  no  one  pass^  so  fliat  ahe 
was  obliged  to  walk  round  it  **  Good  God,''  exclaimed  Mad- 
ame Lucien,  who  ap)ieared  extiTmcIy  agitated,  <*  are  yon  ifgao* 
<«  rant  of  what  is  going  on?'*  She  explained  herself,  however^BD 
further.  Our  friend.  General  Kilinaine,  who,  uiwble  to  move 
fnmi  his  bed,  lent  his  horses  and  suite  on  that  day  to  his  old 
friend  and  commander,  Buonaparte,  gave  us  no  more  infbwnef 
tinn,  and  we  wei-e  only  informed  of  Uie  change  which  had  token 
place,  by  the  newsi)a|)ers  and  public  rejoicings. 

I  cannot  i-esist  the  tenipt;ition  of  inserting  here,  a  chamciier^ 
istir  little  incident  of  tliat  day,  which  I  learned, many  yearsnAer* 
wards  from  Captain  Simon,  a  vei^'  honest  and  brave,  bntdnUand 
iguoi*aiit  iM  ofliror,  ^  hoexcrcised  the  functionsof  CqiL  Instmct* 
or  in  the  Military  Academy  of  St  Germain's,  as  a  recompense  for 
twenty  years  of  hard  service,  and  whose  ideas  never  exteoded 
beycnid  tlie  nianuel  of  infantry.  He  knew  it  by  heart,  nnd  it 
comprised,  in  his  ojiinion,  tlie  summary  of  all  iisefiil  lesmfaiga 
lie  was  one  of  the  gi-enadiei-si  who,  on  that  day,  roahed  intoflie 
hall  of  St  Cloud,  delivered  the  two  Buonapartes  from  toe  dag* 
gers  of  the  infuriated  RepiTsentatives,  and  drove  them  out.  The 
scene,  acconling  to  his  account,  was  ludicrous  in  toe  eitreiMb 
The  delirium  of  the  members  was  quelled  in  an  instuiti  ma(^ 
seized  with  a  panic  terror,  throwing  off  their  gowna^  CKgf^ 
sashes,  tliey  leajit  by  crowds^  and  over  one  anotfaeiv  Mt  ef 
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windoiDrB,  into  the  garden;  for  the  hall  (the  Orangerie)  was 
on  a  ground  floor.  The  grenadiers  stood  very  passive  and 
laughing  at  them.  One  Representative  rushed  up  to  Simon,  and, 
tearing  open  his  gown,  offered  his  naked  breast  to  him,  and 
cried,  ^  Strike,  satellite !'' — Puzzled  at  what  seemed  to  him 
incomprehensible  folly,  the  good  natured  soldier  replied,  **  Tiens! 
<<  FowrqwA  veux  tu  que  je  te  (ue,  man  ami?  Crois  moi — Fais 
<<  eomme  Us  autres^^Saute  par  la  fenitre.** — (How  now!  Why 
my  good  friend,  why  would  you  have  me  kill  you  ?  Believe  me— 
Do  as  others  do^-Jump  out  of  the  window.)  No  enthusiasm  could 
hold  against  this,  and  the  enraged  deputy  followed  his  advice. 
Tliis  Revolution,  which,  in  the  first  moments,  seemed  to  pro- 
mise so  favorably  to  our  prospects,  proved  otherwise.  Napoleon 
and  Lucien,  shortly  cooled,  quarrelled,  and,  at  length,  parted  in 
angry  disunion.  Lucien  was  a  stem  patriot;  he  sincerely 
thought  that  bis  brother  came  to  restore  the  Republic,  and  when 
he  saw  the  turn  which  the  new  go\^mmcnt  began  to  take,  would 
never  be  reconciled  to  him,  till  after  his  fall  and  retreat  to  Elba. 
He  nobly  supported  him,  however,  in  his  last  enterprise,  as  well 
as  Camot,  because  those  two  inflexible  republicans  then  deemed 
that  the  cause  of  France  and  Napoleon  was  one.  Rilmaine  died 
a  few  days  after  the  Revolution ;  he  was  our  staunch  friend,  and 
one  of  the  most  confidential  officers  of  Buonaparte :  had  he  sur- 
vived, he  would  probably  have  been  raised  to  the  highest  posts 
and  credit  in  bis  government,  instead  of  Clarke.— Clarke^  I  must 
say,  sbowed  himself  on  this  occasion,  cold  and  ungrateful.  He 
and  my  father  were  long  pledged  to  support  each  otiicr's  fami- 
lies, in  case  either  of  tliem  fell.  At  the  period  of  Camot's  expul- 
sion from  the  Directory,  he  had  been  for  some  time  under  great 
suspicion  and  disgrace,  and  apprehensive  of  being  arrested  eveiy 
day.  My  father  showed  him  every  mark  of  kindness,  though 
Clarke  begged  him,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  to  discontinue  visits, 
which  might  commit  himself,  and  could  be  of  no  use  to  him. 
^  I  shall  never  desert  a  friend,  because  he  is  in  misfortune,'' 
was  his  reply.  When  Napoleon  returned,  and  that  Clarke, 
(destined  to  stiU  higher  honors,  and  to  become  Minister  of  War, 
Peer  of  France,  Duke  of  Feltre,  and  Count  of  Hunebourg,)  was 
made  his  private  Secretary;  when  a  single  word  of  his  might 
have  settled  the  affair  of  my  mother's  pension,  and  that  she  sent 
her  papers  to  him,  in  a  letter,  and  called  three  times  npoii 
(without  being  received,)  by  the  desire  of  his  undo  81 
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fathcr*8  old  and  faithful  friend^  he  gave  no  answer,  and  took  not 
tlic  slightest  notice  of  them. 

Shortly  alter,  Madame  Lucien  Buonapaile  died  ;  our  con- 
iiection  with  that  family  was  then  broken  upof  course»andIiiidai 
himself,  soon  after  left  France,  and  never  returned  to  itv  till 
1815.  lie  was  an  enthusiastic,  and  even  a  stem  repiiblicaa  ia 
public  liie.  It  is  said  tliat,  in  private,  he  was  a  lover  ef 
]ileasui*e.  li\'e  can  only  state,  that  in  our  short  interoouras 
with  him  and  with  his  family*  nothing  could  exceed  the  pure  and 
honorable  delicacy  and  kindness  of  his  whole  conduct,  nuuinov 
and  language.  During  our  acquaintaiK'C,  wo  learnt  from  hut 
several  interesting  ]iarticular8  of  the  poverty  and  diatiaB  ef 
the  Buonapai-te  family  on  their  first  airival  in  France^  whea 
they  esca]x?d  almost  naked  from  the  insuiTection  of  the  paHj  of 
Pa«)Ii,'aud  the  English,  in  Corsica.  They  wTre  fifte^i  in  famity* 
and  whentliey  applied  for  some  imme<liate  aid  to  the  munidpai- 
](v  of  Toulon,  wei-e  allowetl  one  i-ation  of  amrounitioii  bread  a 
piece.  Napoleon,  then  unemployed,  and  on  half  pay,  (wkick 
was  ver}'  ill  paid  in  depreciated  paper  money,)  shared  hia  aka- 
der  resouiTos  with  them.  But  they  all  i*ose  by  their  takdli; 
Louis  entered  tlie  army,  Jasc*ph  was  an  excellent  lawyer,  aad 
Liicicu  an  elegant  scholar  and  gi*eat  orator. 

1  subjoin  tlH'  following  little  card  of  invitation  to  my  mothert 
as  a  s|)ecinien  of  his  kind  and  amiable  manners,  premising  tta^ 
as  to  his  Italian  ears,  the  Saxon  name  of  Wolfe  Tone  aeemed 
almost  unpronounceable^  lie  always  used  to  call  my  faflier  aad 
mother  by  tlieir  Christiiui  names,  Theobald  and  Matilda: 

Paris,  llth  Brvmaire. 

<<Lncien  Buonaparte  presents  his  compliments  to  the  Oitif- 
**  ennc  Matilda  Wtdfe  Tone«  He  was  very  sorry  to  be  aboeat 
«•  when  she  called.  He  is  commissioned  by  the  CUoyemu  Bmh 
•'  napai'te,  to  beg  her  to  come  and  dine  with  us,  after  to-nor- 
<•  row,  1 3th  Brumaire ;  she  will  meet  the  members  of  the  oom- 
<<  mission  a])]K)inted  to  re]K)rt  u|ion  her  pension,  and  we  bope 
<'  she  will  be  8o  good  as  to  bring  her  tliiTe  children  along  with 
<<  her.  I  pray  the  Ciioyennt  Matilda,  not  to  withdraw  berself 
<<  {de  ne  pas  sc  somtraire)  from  the  interest  she  has  inspired  ta 
^*  ray  colleagues  and  to  my  family. 

<•  Healtli  and  consideration. 

<<  LUCIEN  BUONAPABTE.*^ 


\ 
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I  remember  ihia  dinner  ^et  Lucien,  Joseph  Buonaparte,  and 
Uieir  ladies  and  sigters.  General  Bemadotte,  and  many  oUwrx, 
were  present  I  waa  then  eight  years  old,  and  sat  on  the  knees 
of  the  heautiful  Madame  Leclerc,  (since,  the  Princesa  Borghesc.) 
My  UtUe  brother,  then  nz  years  old,  recognized  the  features  uf 
General  Bemadotte^  trom  a  fierce  |nctnre  of  his  which  bung  in 
our  room,  and  ran  up  to  him,  crying,  *•  There  is  Bemadotte — 
<'  Bemadotte,  will  you  go  and  drive  the  English  from  Ireland 
'<  and  kill  Pitt?"  I  need  scarcely  add,  that  we  were'  almost 
stifled  with  caresses,  kisses,  and  cakes,  by  the  whole  company. 
-  In  this  dissolntion  of  one  Government,  and  creation  of  an- 
oUier,  the  committee,  appointed  to  report  on  our  pension,  was 
broken  up  of  course.  Lucien,  who  was  for  a  abort  time  Minister 
of  the  Interior,  advised  my  mother  to  present  his  former  report 
to  the  Consuls,  which  she  did,  with  a  letter  exposing  her  whole 
situation.  Slie  received  no  answer.  Indeed,  far  several  years, 
and  as  long  as  the  Consular  Government  lasted,  it  pud  no  at- 
tention whatsoever  to  these  just  and  sacred  claims.  I  am  afraid 
that  the  i«commendation  of  Laden  and  of  tite  former  Directory, 
the  case  of  a  friend  ofHoche,  and  ofa  victim  to  republican  prin- 
ciples, were  not  aUogetber  agreeable  to  Napoleon.  Lucien 
then  gave  to  my  motim*,  on  the  funds  of  his  own  Ministry, 
an  order  for  1 500  firancs,  by  the  following  letter: 

"  Paris,  22d  Veniote,  Sth  i/ear  o^  the  Fretwh  1 
"  BtpttbUe,  one  md  indivi$Me.  j 

"  The  Minister  of  the  Interior  to  the  Widow  of  W(Jfe  Tone, 
Rue  Jacques. 
*'CiTOTEiniB:  Igive  you  notice,  that,  penetrated  bythehard- 
"  ship  of  your  situation,  I  have  ordered  that,  without  loss  of 
'<  time,  yon  should  receive  the  sum  of  600  francs,  and  each  of 
"  yonr  three  children,  300,  on  the  fint  fulids  available  in  my 
"Ministry. 

"  Health  and  fraternity. 

"  LCCIEN  BONAPARTE." 

Shortly  afterwartK  my  mother  received  tlie  fullowiiig  liv;>uti- 
I'liI  and  coiuMiIiiig  letter,  from  my  uuclti  Willtiun.  accompa- 
nied by  a  draught  for  £  23S  sterling,  or  about  .i.GOO  ' 
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<<  Camp,  on  the  Govb  Rivbb, 

*<  2d  Jamugry^  1800. 
<<  Mt  Dear  Mattt:  Your  Hcvfral  letters,  of  flie  fellowiiig 
dates,  have  all  come  to  my  hand :  the  first  dated  Paris,  Ist  May, 

being  a  miscellaneous  epistle  from  tlie  whole  JamOy,  I  re- 
ceive<l  in  September,  1793 ;  your  otlier  two  letters,  of  Ae 

dates  or  I6th  December,  1798,  and  20tli  January,  1799. 1  re- 
ceived  in  October  last.  Some  circumstances  prevented  nt 
from  Implying  to  them  sooner:  ho^'ever*  I  hope  I  have  aa- 
swered  them  in  essentials,  having  transmitted  by  Out  last 
monUrs  packet,  a  bill  on  the  house  of  David  Scott,  Jr.  and 
Co.,  London*  for  the  sum  of  jCSSS  sterling,  which  I  hope 
you  will  have  received  before  tliis  reaches  you.  Mr.  Scott 
was  directed  to  send  a  bill  for  tlie  amount,  according  to  year 
diitxTtions,  to  Mr.  Meyer,  Hamburgh.  And  I  trust  tiiai  tids 
sum  will  iTlievc  your  present  embarrassments,  until  I  can 
send  a  furtlier  supply.  The  dreadful  information,  reelect- 
ing my  dearest  Theobald,  had  reached  this  country,  long  be- 
foivyourlct^.er.  It  is  im|iossible  and  unnecessary  to  describe 
what  I  suffer  for  this  iri^iKirable  calamity.  UoweTer,  I  ImI 
that  unavailing  grief  or  unmanly  lauientation,  is  not  the  fart 
which  is  now  left  for  me  to  act  Wliether  I  loved  my  InEvtho^ 
and  estremed  liim  as  I  ought,  must  now  be  proved  by  nqrac* 
tions.  and  not  by  my  professions.  This  most  unfortanate  of 
all  ciiTumstances,  has,  in  its  event  imposed  new  and  weighty 
duties  upon  me,  which  1  prepare  to  discharge  with  flie  fidkst 
sense  of  their  importance,  and  I  hope  the  manner  in  whkh  I 
shall  act  in  this  new  and  delicate  situation,  will  convince  yoi^ 
and  the  world,  that  my  love  and  gratitude  to  the  best(^lirQilim 
and  friends,  has  boi-ne  some  pro))ortion  to  hLs  unparalleled  good- 
ness to  me  on  every  occasion.  Many  words  are  not  neoeaasiy: 
in  shoi*t,  I  live  but  for  you  and  the  children ;  and  I  hope 
Almighty  God  will  grant  me  life  and  means  to  fiillll  Ae  du- 
ties of  a  father  to  them,  and  a  friend  to  you.  And,  rely  on  iff 
whilst  I  exist  my  purse,  person,  and  credit,  shall  be  strained 
for  your  convenience. 

<<  The  important  duties  of  tlic  children's  education,  must  be 
left  entirely  to  you,  and  I  liave  the  consolation  to  frel  tiiai 
tliey  can  be  no  where  under  so  proper  an  instnctar.  lly 
part,  in  this  business,  will  be  to  flurniah  the  moneyj  aai  flrfb 
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**  shsll  Dot  be  wanting,  William  is  now  old  enough  to  be  put  to 
"  a  classical  school,  and,  if  it  haa  not  been  done  already.  Tor 
'<  God's  sake,  defer  it  no  longer.  But  I  need  say  do  more.  Your 
"  own  sense  and  observation  will  point  out  every  thing.  Let 
"  UB  mutually  labor  to  make  them  accomplished,  if  we  can't 
"  make  them  rich:  yoor  prenent  situation  aObrds  you  on  op- 
<'  portunity  of  having  them  taught  both  French  and  German* 
<f  and  the  knowledge  of  these  languages  may  be  of  the  first  im> 
**  portance  to  them  in  life.  But,  on  this  score,  my  mind  is  quite 
"  tasy,  as  1  am  satisfied  that  notiiing  will  be  neglected  on  your 
"  part  1  am  happy  to  hear  that  WilL  is  likely  to  resemble  liii 
**  father.  He  can  never  follow  a  more  noble  example,  and  I 
"  pray  to  God  tiiat  he  may  resemble  him  in  every  thing,  but 
<•  his  misfortunes. 

''  Utis  letter  goes  by  an  ovcr>land  despatch,  and  I  am  re- 
*'  stricted  as  to  its  weight  It  is  necessary,  therefore,  to  he  as 
"  brief  as  possible.  My'  father  writes  me  word  tliat  Arthur 
**  wishes  to  come  out  to  me,  and  tliat  he  had  advised  him  to  cn- 
'•  ter  at  the  India  House,  for  Bombay.*  But,  if  Arthur  has 
**  not  already  taken  this  mad  step^  by  all  means  prevent  it 
'*  When  1  am  able  to  send  for  him,  I  will ;  but,  if  be  comes  out 
*'  in  the  Company's  service,  1  can  do  him  do  good  ;  and  the 
"  best  years  of  his  life  will  be  spent  in  blackguard  idleness.  On 
<t  this  head  I  will  write  further  by  the  shipping.  In  your  un- 
"  swer,  explain  your  situation  to  me,  without  reserve.  Lei  ma 
<<  know  what  you  can  live  fur,  genteelly,  and  educate  the  boys, 
«  and  i  will  make  my  arnuigenients  acconlingly.  In  one  word, 
"  inform  me  of  every  thing  in  wliich  1  can  be  interested.  Let 
•(  me  know  of  Fanny.f  of  whom  1  have  never  lieard  a  wonl^; 
**  what  Arthur  is  doing ;  Mary's  situation  and  prospects,  and 
"  every  tiling  else  that  occurs. 

<•  I  answered  aU  your  letters  of  Paris,  both  by  ways  of  I^n- 
"  don  and  America.^    I  know  not  if  yon  ever  received  my 

*  TtiB  *M  prabaUr  at  Iha  Ussa  >licii  Anhar  wa*  •»!  kMnc,  from  AmcnaB 
U> Ireland.  »lth  my  fctbfrt  nuMi^w.  M  ippCTW  !■  hh  lifr-  Hil  bllwr  «a>  Mlanillr 
tniiodi  tD  K«d  bin  (e  tbc  Emi  IvUra.  Ml  of  ibe  roBfa  er  GmrrDnrnt 

tA  JMnfvriMcrif  hb.tworMn  oMs  ilwa«r«'*^-  Bba  diid,  IlknlM,  of 
ibe  eonaanplka,  bdbn  wc  left  Ireland. 

bably.  <t>R  histnrT.  nnn.  hB.<if  nr  plluil  wwla.  In  Inilta,  «■•  •Irlimrdbr  '•*'"*1 
S'l.dioDMtDrlUinDlib.laPhilidclrhlt.  W»«aUM 

Vol.  II— r? 
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letters.  I  there  gave  a  long  account  of  mjadL  At  praeiit»  I 
can  oiily  say  that  I  have  been  a  little  unfortnnate  erf"  lateu  Im 
June  was  twelvemwith,  I  was  atlarkcd  by  a  very  mpctior 
foire,  and  obliged  to  abandon  my  position^  with  all  my  bag- 
gage, in  whicli  I  lost  ail  I  bad,  being  with  difficult  aUe  tn 
bring  olT  my  corpn,  witli  tlieii-  guns  aiid  colon.  Ill  health  at 
tci*»ards  obliged  mc  to  go  to  the  Bettlcments.  and  I  raiigiieit 
my  ronniiand,  and  continued  a  year  out  or  all  servicet  irfaick 
dnuniil  me  of  ever}'  rupee.  1  am  now  niiaing  a  rejpment  im 
tbtf  Maliratta  service,  which  I  shall  soon  complete.  Hj 
pay  is  liberal,  but  my  expenses  necessarily  greaL  I  riiaU 
wriU'  nioiv  fully  by  the  iic\t  i>acket  Mention  me  to  the  cbil- 
divn.  comfort  tlicni,  and  keep  up  your  own  spirits,  on  thnr 
'  account  Tell  my  beloved  Maria  tliat  I  have  not  fbrgottia 
'  her.  In  tlie  rourse  of  Uiis  ycai-,  I  shall  send  you  lif^  guimai, 
'  to  lie  liiid  out  by  her.  imdcr  your  directions,  in  finery.  We 
must  notsiiOi'i'liermind  to  be  affected,  and  I  know,  Ihini  expe- 
rience, that  untiling  deiHTKtes  tlie  spirits  tit  a  young  pema 
'  no  much  as  a  want  of  little  elegaiicicji  in  dress.  My  love  to 
'  Mnry.  and  family,  and  to  her  husband,  to  whom  I  hope  to  be 
'  better  kiwiwn,  and  believe  uic, e\er, 

•>  Yuiir  truly  uftn-tiuuate  brother,  and  finend, 

•*  WILLIAM  HENRY  TONE." 
Tliis  pi-OKjH-cI  of  i-euniting  the  broken  fragments  rfonr  iralar- 
tunate  liltle  fmiiily.  under  tlie  paternal  protedioo  ol  my  gallaet 
uncle,  was  lu-ver  accomplished.  The  next  nciA-s  we  received,  wm 
that  of  his  dt'uth.  of  which  wo  could  never  learn  any  jantiat  par. 
ticulars  uf  time  or  place.  Tlie  i-epori  wc  heard,  was,  tliel  be 
received  a  shot  in  the  temple,  whilst  leading  andencaur^&Bg  Ul 
Holtliers  to  mount  the  breach  and  storm  a  nmall  fort,  in  qob^ 
tiic  Inilian  wars.  lie  had  written  a  work  on  the  Goveraaai^ 
\c.,  of  the  English  possessions  in  the  East  Indies,  vfcicb  wM 
highly  spoken  of.  and  of  which  wc  beard,  but  could  nenr  ab> 
tain  a  cojty  of  iL 

Uiir  privacy  and  solitude  alter  that  period  were,  if  pwwibln 
more  complete  than  evei'.  Tlie  College  walls  and  tbc  iHuaefiiti 
neighborlmod  wei<c  all  tlie  worid  to  our  little  hmily.  Cokmrf^ 
Slice,  my  father's  old  friend,  tlicn  Cnunsello-  of  State,  anil 
uncle  to  Clarke,  urged  my  motiier.  agun  and  ^ain,  to  ap|4}'  to 
the  Consult  fur  her  jicnsion.    To  a^y  on  such  a  Hu^iac^^||^i^H 
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apply  ia  vain,  pained  her  pride  and  del'icacj'  very  mncli.  Ne- 
vertheless, several  ineGTectual  attempts  were  made  by  my  Tather's 
friends.  In  the  second  year  of  the  Consulship,  Mr.  Shc«  wrote 
to  her  in  these  words : 

"  liter  Madam:  Yoor  letter,  dated  7th  September,  I  received 
*<butthis  morning;  encloned  is  onetotheMinist^r  of  the  Interior, 
•'  vhich  you  will  do  well  lo  prment  first  to  the  three  Generals, 
**  Oroochy,  Hidouville,  and  Lacuee,  who,  I  make  no  doubt,  will 
**  readily  subscribe  tfaelr  names  to  the  contents.  1  ^all  be  verj' 
'*  happy  to  hear  of  your  success  ;  bat,  if  it  should  faiU  as  has 
"  already  so  often  been  the  case,  I  am  of  opinion  that  you  must 
'<  not  give  up  your  hopes  and  just  claims  on  the  Government, 
•<  whom  it  is  never  degrading,  to  any  individual,  to  solicit  for 
«<  justice. 

"  1  remain,  most  sincerely,  and  respectfully, 
«i  Dear  Madam, 

"  Yourdevoted,  humble  servant 
"  HENRY  SUEE." 

Those  three  Cleierals  all  applied,  personalty,  to  Napolcou, 
biit  with  no  better  success  than  formerly.  The  subject  was  al- 
ways turned  off  without  any  definitive  answer. 

Hie  five  years  which  elapsed,  from  the  First  Consulship  of 
BwHiaparte  to  the  fvptare  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  were  all 
spent  in  Oie'same  uniform  retirement  It  was  chi^y,  during 
that  period,  Uiat  we  owed  to  the  invaluable  fricnd^p  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Dullatur,  a  Scotch  gentleman,  the  same  whom  my 
fafter  mentioned  in  his  last  letter,  and  who,  eighteen  years  after- 
wards, under  the  most  noble  and  peculiar  drcumstances,  united 
his  &to  to  ours — ^those  services  which  no  time  can  obliterate 
from  our  memories.  He  was,  to  my  mother,  a  brother,  an  ad- 
viser, and  a  friend  ;  he  manned  her  slender  funds,  and  when 
•IcktMBS  and  death  hovered  ova>  oar  little  fiunily,  when  my 
dster  and  brother  were  successively  carried  off  by  slow  and 
lingering  consamptions,  and  I  was  attacked  by  the  same  malady, 
be  was  our  sole  Bannrt  On  Us  dcpartnre  from  France,  our 
correspondence  coiilitiurd.  anil  be  left  to  bU  liaukent.  in  tliiit 
country,  the  enlightened  and  liberal  MMk.  Dclntsert,  of  E'at-is, 
Unlimited  onlt^n  to  supply  us  wbenrier  we  sbonld  rrqutn-  it. 

From  tbiH  plain  and  matter  of  &rt  narmlive.  il  ia  evidcul, 
ttiat,  far  from  being  brmiglit  itp  by  Nfli*)! 
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Stated  in  flome  late  publications,  for  the  piupwe  of  ^  Mwbig 
me  day  in  iome  of  his  gorgeom  legations;**  be  paid  for  7cai% 
BO  kind  of  notice  to  our  just  and  undeniable  claima  on  tba 
French  Government  and  tliat  we  struggled  alone  and 
Bistedf  our  painful  way  to  independence.  He  did,  at  lengfli, 
der  us  a  noble  but  tardy  justice.  The  first  symptoni  of  flna 
change,  was  when,  after  tlie  ni|iture  of  the  treaty  of  Amiwifc^ 
my  mother,  witliout  any  solicitation,  or  expectation  on  her  aidfl^ 
suddenly  received  fi*om  tlie  Emperor,  the  grant  of  a  pennon  of 
1,200  livres  to  hers(*lf,  and  400  to  each  of  her  three  chiUraitta 
their  twentietli  year.  My  sister  had  already  sunk  in  flie  gran^ 
and  my  brother  followed  her  in  the  year  1806;  so  that  tliia 
sion  was  reduced  to  1,600  francs  a-year. 

I  havesomei-estson  to  believe*  that  this  tardy  act (^jostioe* 
partly  owing  to  the  arrival  of  the  Irish  state  prisoners,  who  had 
languishefl  so  long  in  Fort  Greorge,  and  who  came  over  during 
tlie  i)eace  of  Amiens.  Our  ancient  and  dear  friends,  BnnwiHi 
£mnictt«  and  NacNeven,  weiT  of  the  number.  But  Tom  Roi- 
sell.  my  fatlier*s  lM)som  companion,  and  the  young  and  heroic 
Robert  Emmett  porislie<I  soon  after,  in  tlieir  gallant  but  des- 
perate attempt  to  surprise  the  Castle  of  Dublin.  When  the  war 
broke  miU  tlu^se  leaders  of  the  United  Irish  party  were  treated 
by  the  Fivncli  Government,  {then  violently  animated  agunst 
the  English)  with  particular  favor  and  attention.  Tbe  IriA 
Legion  was  oi*ganizcd.  to  place  and  employ  the  refugoea.  Bin. 
Emmett  observed  at  that  time ;  **  How  could  they  tnut  to  flmt 
Government,  wlien  tliey  saw  the  widow  of  Tone  nn|iro¥ided 
for  :**    The  {lension  wits  almost  instantly  granted. 

In  the  course  of  Die  same  year,  we  received  from  Irebwi 
£787  sterling,  or  upwai-ds  of  18,000  francs,  the  amount  of  a 
subscription  niisiMJ  by  some  of  my  fatlier's  friends,  for  the  widow, 
and  family  of  Time.  This  sum  was  lent  out  at  interest  till  I 
was  of  age,  so  that  we  could  not  command  it  tar  entering 
tiio  militiii*}'  scIhwI,  as  will  be  seen  in  my  motheKa  nnm- 
tivc.  AVe  were  informed  at  the  same  time^  and  by  flw  niort 
res|)ortable  authorities,  of  some  circumstances^  cminected  with 
its  colleclion,  which  pained  our  feelings  e3[€eedingly.  It  vaa 
said,  that  many  of  those  wealthy  friends  of  my  father'Sf  who  liad 
shared  in  all  his  views,  and  owed  much  of  their  political  inAl- 
ence  to  his  eflbrts,  refused  to  contribute.    Tin  gentlemam.  at. 
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often  mentioned  in  his  memoirs  by  the  name  of  Gog,  was  spe- 
cified by  name.  It  was  also  said,  that  the  Earl  of  Moira^  when 
spoken  to,  answered,  ^  That  not  one  shilling  of  his  money  should 
ever  be  applied^  to  alleviate  the  merited  sufferings  of  rebels*-^  If 
this  be  true,  as  I  have  too  much  reason  to  fear  it  is,  I  cannot 
envy  his  Lordship's  feelinf^  His  own  conscience  must  best  in- 
form him,  how  deeply  and  with  what  hopes,  he  ever  connected 
himself  with  those  rebels.* 

llic  remaining  events  of  our  simple  story,  no  longer  belong 
to  my  father's  history.  They  will  best  be  understood,  from  the 
narrative  of  my  motlier,  written  in  answer  to  those  articles 
which  have  lately  appeared  in  several  publications,  concerning 
us,  and  annexed  to  this  work,  along  with  a  brief  abstract  of  my 
campaigns  and  services  in  the  French  army.  The  circumstances 
under  which  I  entered  the  Military  Academy  and  that  army, 
those  of  her  interview  with  Napoleon,  wliich  has  been  much 
talked  of  and  misrepresented,  will  be  found  in  that  narrative, 
accurately  and  exactly  detailed.  I  will  only  observe,  that,  if  she 
had  taken  this  determination  sooner,  and  addressed  him  at  once 
personally,  I  am  sure  his  justice  would  not  have  been  so  tardy. 
Our  case  was  always,  before,  connected  in  his  mind  with  early 
and  disagreeable  recollections;  it  was  presented  to  him  in  the 
name  of  persons  obnoxious  to  his  feelings,  Hoche,  Grouchy,  the 
Republic,  and  Directory ;  and  he  confounded  it  with  other  Re- 
volutionary claims,  and  did  not  reflect,  that  it  was  one  on  na- 
tional justice  and  gratitude.  Almost  immediately  on  seeing  my 
mother,  he  doubled  her  pension,  (vrithout  her  having  made  any 
request  on  that  subject,)  and  restored  it  to  the  original  sum  of 
2,400  francs,  fixed  on  her  for  life;  ordered  her  expenses  in  plac- 
ing me  in  the  Military  School  to  be  repaid,  and  appointed  me  a 
scholar  of  the  Government  And  my  prospects  in  the  French  ar- 
my, under  his  auspices,  were  as  brilliant  and  promising,  as  those 
rf  any  young  man  of  my  age.  These  generous  benefits,  1  repaid 
with  flie  devotion  of  all  my  faculties,  and  of  my  life  to  his  service. 

Napoleon  was  often  hasty  and  prejudiced  in  his  judgments. 
But  when  trufli  was  presented  to  him,  his  perception  of  it  had 
the  quickness  of  lightning,  and  his  feelings  were  always  great 
and  magnanunoos. 

*  He  VM  God&tlier  to  017  brollier,  Prmcii  Ravdoo  Tone,  tad  tral  hk  ^ 
luia,  thf!  R«?errnd  Mr.  Berviek,  to  ehriiCeo  hia,  •'imAt  j/mr  17M.* 
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NARBATIYB 

MT  MOTHERS  UrTBEVIEW  WITH  J^APOLEiW. 

▼SITTEN  BT  HBBSBLF. 


HAVING  seen  in  several  publications,  mention  made  of  my 
application  to  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  and  of  the  goodness  willi 
which  his  Miyestjr  condescended  to  listen  to  me,  and  having 
heard  many  stories  on  the  subject,  some  tolerably  accurate^ 
others  extravagantly  preposterous,  but  none  correct;  I  hone 
consign  a  [urecise  statement  of  that  aj^cation,  and  of  tiie  mo- 
tives which  led  me  to  make  it,  without  which  it  cannot  be  right* 
ly  understood.  Certainly,  I  never  should  have  dreamed  of  ob- 
truding myself  on  public  notice;  but,  as  the  circumstance  ap- 
pears to  have  excited  curiosity,  I  hold  tiiat  whatever  is  worth 
knowing  at  all,  is  worth  knowing  correctly. 

The  work  to  which  this  is  annexed,  will  show  under  what 
circumstances  I  remained  in  France  at  my  husband's  death, 
with  my  children,  viz:  a  little  girl,  twelve  years  old,  and  two 
little  boys,  one  of  them  seven  and  the  other  five  years  of  age. 
My  sons  were  adopted  by  the  Govemmentt  and  named  to  the 
national  schools  in  their  father's  right;  in  carrying  them  to  tiio 
school  to  which  they  were*  nominated,  (the  Prytaneum,  after- 
wards the  Imperial  Lyceum  of  Paris,  and  before,  and  at  present^ 
called  the  College  of  Louis  the  Great,)  they  were  (bund,  as  ( 
had  hoped  and  expected,  quite  too  young  to  enter;  and  I  ia* 
quired  of  the  wortfiy  Director*  Monsieur  Champagne,  if  h^ 
could  recommend  me  to  some  respectable  house  in  the  neigl^^ 
borhood,  where  I  could  establish  myself,  and  my  boys  mi] 
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attend  an  elemf utarj  French  class  every  day^  until  Onj 
of  age  to  enter.  He  recommended  to  me^  with  great  kindnen, 
tiie  stationer  of  the  College  just  by,  as  a  most  respectable  fiir 
niily  of  bans  hofiirgeois.  I  took  apartments  tliere,  and  remained 
many  years  in  entire  seclusion,  occupied  solely  in  ciiltiTatiDg 
the  minds  of  my  children.  My  fate  was  hard:  my  children,  irfio 
had  been  healthy  and  thriving  through  childhood^  were  raoces- 
sivoly  attacked  with  consumption  in  adolescence.  I  laid  my 
daughter,  my  first  born,  in  the  grave  at  sixteen  yean  of  age^ 
beautifiiU  acTomplisJied,  enlightened,  and  eminently  endowed 
with  the  feelings  and  tlie  virtues,  ^hich  the  eventful  circum- 
stances of  her  little  life,  were  so  calculated  to  develop.  Let  this 
much  be  allowed  her  mother,  to  whom  she  was  youngest  aiflte 
and  friend. 

Some  years  after,  I  laid  my  youngest  son  by  her,  a  lovely 
pittniising  boy,  near  fouilcen  years  of  age,  and  1  already  sav, 
that  my  eldest  son  and  oidy  sun'iving  child,  showed  ny  luplMiM 
of  the  same  dreadful  malady.    The  physician  owned  he  saw  it 
too,  and  feared  it  would  have  the  same  result    I  propoeedy  w 
he  was  farther  on  in  life  than  tlie  otiiers,  and  the  comfdaint  but 
beginning,  to  try  a  sea  voyage.  He  said  it  would  give 
IVith  this  slender  encouragement,  I  embarked  with  him  lor 
ton,  travelled  a  little  in  tlie  United  States,  returned  to  Bor- 
deaux, spent  tlic  winter  in  tlie  South  of  France,  and*  at  Ae  end 
of  a  year,  brought  him  home  quite  well.  This  voyage  was  as  M- 
lutary  to  me  as  to  him ;  the  movement  and  change  vS  ncen^ 
broke  the  continuity  of  grief,  and  with  my  son's  mended  lMnalti<, 
mv  own  began  to  revive;  I  began  to  get  life  in  my  hearty  and 
flesh  upon  my  bones.    But  tlie  sedentary  college  life  did  aut 
agive  with  him,  and  brought  buck  tlie  cough  and  bad  mj  mpliMM 
I  uhtaiiied,  what  is  not  allowed  to  the  Government  acbohr^ 
that  he  should  iTside  with  me,  and  follow  the  classes  likeadiu 
scholar ;  tJiis  enabled  me  to  attend  to  his  diet,  his  de^in^  and 
to  hire  a  horse  fur  him  to  ride  round  tlie  Boulevards  of  Finiib 
on  i-ecivation  days — exeiTise  on  horseback  being  paiticularly 
beneficial  to  him.     It  was,  however,  a  point  of  honor  wMi  tte 
Director,  who  granted  this  [lermission  on  his  own  rmpouSbB^ 
iyn  tliat  he  should  not  go  into  public,  and  never  be  seen  In  tte 
streets  with  his  college  uniform.   On  a  summer^a  evering  fm 
used  to  cany  our  books  to  the  fields,  about  the 
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Mnt  Famaise,  It  wu  also  Monsieur  Champagne'a  erening 
walk,  when  the  buainefls  of  his  day  was  over,  and  he  used  to 
call  it  Tm^i  Cabinet  ^itudt,  and  regularly  saluted  ua  as  he 
passed,  with  ••  Bon  tmr  et  Dteu  benUu  la  nun  et  UJU»,"  (Good 
ni^t,  and  God  bkss  tite  motiier  and  tiie  son. )  One  evening  ve 
met  Napoleon  walking  there,  incognito,  as  well  as  ourselves, 
in  his  little  white  great  coat,  which  he  wore  in  all  his  battles; 
Without  guards  or  servants ;  we  only  recognized  him,  when 
the  Imperial  carrii^  drove  up  for  him.  and  a  chamberlain,  **  all 
scarlet  and  gM,"  stept  out  to  help  him  in. 

In  this  manner  my  mm  completed  his  studies,  and,  like  his  fa- 
ther, obtained  every  premium  the  college  could  bestow.  In  bis 
spare  moments,  he  had  composed  a  prize  essay,  on  a  subject 
proposed  by  the  National  Institute,  which  obtained  an  honora- 
ble mention,  and  had  some  voices  for  the  prize,  but  failed,  be- 
cause the  author  had  not  named  his  authorities  in  the  margin. 
The  Proviseur  (Rector  or  Governor)  of  the  Imperial  Lyceum, 
as  the  college  was  now  called,  himself  a  member  of  the  Insti- 
tute, when  he  found  that  the  essay  was  by  one  of  his  own  scho- 
lars, was  very  angry  that  he  had  not  communicated  it  to  him.  If 
he  had  been  aware  of  it,  he  would  have  pointed  out  the  forms 
and  made  a  par^  to  support  it.  My  son  observed,  that  the  rules 
rf  the  Institute  declared,  that  no  essay  could  be  received  of 
which  the  author  was  known.  Monsieur  Champagne  asked,  if 
he  wot  to  new  as  to  believe,  that  by  simply  throwing  it  into  the 
penny  post,  it  could  have  succeeded ;  he  sud.  die  success  it  had 
was  wonderful,  and,  comparatively,  greatcrthan  that  of  the  es- 
say which  won  the  prize,  as  there  was  no  one  to  recommend  or 
draw  attention  to  it ;  that  it  had  been  twice  read,  was  much 
talked  of,  and  no  one  could  coiyecture  who  it  was  done  by.  Be 
and  the  Professors  were  very  proud  of  it,  and  very  fond  of  my 
son.  and  wanted  much,  that,  when  his  studies  were  finished,  he 
sboald  attach  himself  to  the  Lyceum,  enter  the  Normal  School, 
and  study  for  a  Professorship.  <*  Why  should  he  quit  us,"  they 
would  say,  "  has  not  the  Lyceum  been  his  cradle?"  I  would 
have  been  glad  of  it,  if  he  could  have  liked  it,  but  the  idea  was 
most  irksome  to  him.  **  Mother,  should  the  Lyceum  be  my 
•<w(H4d?"I|lelt,wheD  be  asked  flwipeation.  tbatif  it  were  so, 
it  would  soon  be  his  timili.  Hp  Inngcd  lo  ciiUt  tlu'  army,  ami  f 
remembered  the  youth  of  hi!i  father,  and  his  Jut  wotia,  "  He- 
'        Vol.  11—75 


1  you  are  now  the  only  parent  of  mtr  ehitdrnt.**  I  'WM  cer- 

ta  tirmj'  would  have  berti  bis  father's  choice  for  him,  and 

I  ti        ^e  last  wpHknciM  from  my  lienrt,  and   <Ietermiiw<l  tw 
si  nter  it  as  became  his  father's  son. 

M  now  in  Iiis  elghtecntli  j-ear,  at  which  age  the  stodiei 
in  lycpiim  wciT  finislieil;  the  stiiclcnts  drew  for  tite  con- 

I  I,  or  imflsed  into  other  schools,  civil  or  mtlitarr,  ac- 

CO  to  their  destination  in  life.    ITie   Poljiechnic  sAooI 

vouli  arc  been  tlie  place  for  him.  on  account  of  his  veij  un- 
coil tjuicknesa  of  apprehension  and  assiduity  in  irtudy,  and 
it  «  vc  opened  a  nn  r  fnr  hira,  but  it  was  agntd 
by  every  one,  that  the  ■  s  hejilth  pei-emptorily  forbid 
all  thoughts  of  it  Tliere  the  ilifTcirnt  military  schools. 
I  now  thought  it  time  to  m  im  known  to  tlie  friends  bii 
father  had  made  in  the  in  Ul  who  surriveU  were  in  tbe 
first  stations.  Ministers.  Du  id  Marsltah.  1  was  acquaint- 
ed with  none  of  tliem :  howe  I  wTote  to  them  all,  and  ant 
cojiiesof  his  Essay,  telling  the  t  was  written  by  Tone's onlj 
son,  now  eighteen  years  old.  nr  roijuestiiig  their  advice  as  to 
Ills  future  destination  in  lite,  a  time  in  the  Imperial  Lyctm 
was  drawing  to  a  close. 

Never  shall  I  forget  tlie  generons  kindness  I  met  from  tbea 
all.  They  said,  "Tone's  son  was  their  adopted  child;  thil 
"  French  honor  was  roniniittrd  to  liike  care  of  and  advaiut 
"him,  but  the  army  was  the  only  line  for  htm.  the  only  odcib 
"which  they  could  be  of  service  to  him.  We  most  have  hia 
"  amongst  us,"  was  their  kind  expression.  From  his  delinte 
health  and  very  youtliful  appearance,  for  he  was  fairer,  and, 
though  serious,  much  more  juvenile  in  look,  than  French  lull 
of  his  age,  all  advised  his  passing  two  or  three  years  in  tbe 
school  of  cavalry,  to  which  he  was  entitled,  and  which  tbtj 
observed,  would  form  him  and  fortify  his  constitution,  witbon! 
exposing  him  before  he  was  able  to  endure  great  fatigue.  They 
inquired  if  I  had  spoken  to  General  Clarke,  (now  Duke  rf 
Feltre,  and  Minister  of  Wai".)  on  (lie  subject.  I  answendi 
that  I  had,  many  years  before,  addressed  General  Clarke  ai 
the  subjert  of  my  pension,  but  received  no  answer,  and  hid 
never  troubled  him  aftcrwartls.  nor  seen  him  or  heard  ttui 
him  since  Tone's  fate.  Tliey  wci-e.  surprised,  and  api  "* 
whocked ;  however,  they  endeavoi-ed  to  apologize  for  1 
be  was  really  overwhelmed  with  business ;  they  pros 
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«peak  to  him  on  the  subject,  but  strongly  advised  me  to  address 
him  myself,  as  much  depended  upon  him,  and  added,  they  could 
not  doubt  but  I  should  find  him  a  friend  and  counti'yman.  Ac* 
cordingly,  I  wrote  to  him,  asking  permission  to  introduce 
Tone's  only  remaining  son  to  him,  and  sent  him  a  copy  of  the 
Essay.  I  received  an  invitation  immediately^  and  he  was,  if 
possible,  more  friendly  than  any  one  I  had  seen ;  he  told  my 
son  he  had  heard  much  of  him*  and  that  he  had  never  lost  sight 
of  him ;  tiiat  he  resembled  his  father  very  much  in  appearance, 
and  he  was  glad  to  find  he  resembled  him  in  talents,  also ;  but 
he  added,  <<  Tou  must  sen'e,  you  must  serve,  every  young  man 
should  serve  some  years/'  My  boy  was  delighted,  said  it  was 
all  his  ambition ;  indeed  his  breast  overflowed  with  joy,  and  the 
improvement  in  his  health,  manner,  and  appearance,  was  lite- 
rally *^pleasant  but  mournful  to  my  iouL** 

I  mentioned  the  school  of  cavalry  of  St  Germain's,  and  pro- 
posed a  nomination  to  it  for  the  time  of  his  quitting  the  Lyceum. 
The  Minister  hesitated ;  said  he  believed  it  would  be  very  good, 
but  we  must  reflect  a  little  upon  it ;  that  he  must  see  me  soon 
again,  and  we  would  talk  it  over;  that  1  might  depend  he 
would  do  all  in  his  power  for  tiie  family  of  his  firiend,  &c.  I  was 
very  well  acquainted  with  tlie  family  and  relations  of  the  Duke 
of  Feltre,  and  from  them  I  heard  that  he  expressed  himself 
greatly  pleased  with  us  both;  he  said  he  would  have  known 
my  son  any  where,  from  his  resemblance  to  his  father;  for  me 
be  professed  fpreat  esteem,  and  said  <<Her  husband  left  her 
in  an  unfortunate  position,  but  she  has  extricated  herself  with 
honor,"  {elU  s*e$t  tiree  d^ affaire  avec  hanneur.)  With  deference 
to  his  Excellency,  my  merit  in  that  was  merely  negative.  I 
extricated  myself  by  not  involving  myselC 

Soon  after,  a  cousin  of  his  Excellency  called  on  me  to  tell  me 
he  wished  to  sec  me;  that  he  was  determined  to  enter  my  son  a 
Lieutenant  in  the  Irish  Legion,  at  that  time  in  Spain,  and  when 
I  should  be  rid  of  him,  quand  elle  $era  dtbarrassu  de  $on  flif 
to  take  me  home  to  preside  over  the  education  of  his  daughter, 
Elfrida,  and  give  lessons  in  English  to  his  son  Edgar  Mhding; 
and  that,  after  a  few  years'  service,  he  would  take  my  son  into 
his  own  offices.  It  sounded  rather  queer  in  my  ears  to  hear 
myself  disposed  of  in  thU  manner,  and,  to  use  an  Irish  phrase. 
I  thought  there  $lunUd  go  hvo  rcords  to  that  bat^m    I 
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however,  billing  to  believe  ibat»  in  this  proposaly  tte  Duke  of 
Feltro  was  actuated  by  kind  feelings  towards  us^  and  fliat  te 
thought  he  was  going  to  confer  great  benefit  and  great  hoBor 
upon  US :  he  was  a  very  singular  man.  I  believe  he  was  u 
honest  man,  and  a  moral  man,  but  he  was  quite  mad  with  &m3y 
pride.  lie  fiimly  believed,  and  conslantly  repeated,  that  he  wie 
descended  fmni  the  Milesian  Rings  of  Ireland,  flie  Saxoa 
Kings  of  England,   the  Plantagenets,  the  Stuarts,  and  flie 
House  of  Lon*aine.    During  the  time  of  the  Hepoblic  he  was 
obliged  to  suppress  all  tliis  grandeur*  on  peril  of  his  head;  M 
I  believe  the  restraint  only  fortified  the  passion,  and  when  he 
became  Duke  of  Feltre  and  Minister  of  War,  he  ga^e  it  fidi 
scope.   He  set  no  value  on  tlie  quiet  rank  and  infloeaoe  of  a 
modem  nobleman,  but  loved  to  surround  himself  with 
ents,  retainers,  and  hangers  on,  and  to  keep  them  in 
and  anxiety,  waiting  on  his  will,  and  tlien  fancied  hiniBelf  a 
feudal  Bai*on,  surrounded  by  his  vassals.    A  sure  waj  to  hb 
favor  was  to  fish  out  and  bring  him  some  old  tome,  treating  «f 
his  royal  ancestors,  whom  he  had  adopted  and  connected  toge- 
ther for  the  first  time.    Many  of  the  emigrant  nobility, 
!Napoleon  had  allowed  to  return,  but  who  had  lost  tbar 
tunes,  knowing  and  profiting  of  this  weakness,  daimed  kindred 
with  him,  and  had  their  claims  allonced;  and  were  hqipyta 
marry  his  distant  cousins.  I  do  not  believe  that  he  was  i^epiiM* 
of  betraying  his  gj'eat  benefactor,  but  he  certainly  went  orv 
with  devotion  and  delight  to  the  Bourbons,  after  flie  lint  iaU  . 
of  Napoleon,  for  which  he  was  a  fool,  and  broke  the  wind  cf 
his  own  hobby -Iioi*se,  Under  the  Emperor  he  might  have  aanrt* 
ed  his  descent  from  tlie  Great  Mogul,  if  so  pleased  him,  bat 
the  logitimato  nobility  having  notliing  but  tiieir  birth  and  blood 
to  be  vain  of,  were  the  more  tenacious  of  it    Piwrfii  of  uoiiililj 
were  rcquinnl,  he  was  mocked,  he  was  slighted,  and  died  of  a 
broken  heart 

But  to  iTtum,  I  was  greatly  i>ained  by  the  proposal,  tof  I 
knew  the  man  and  his  fanciers,  and  saw  that  it  tended  mij  to 
make  us  both  dependents,  domestic  household  dependents,  en 
him  individually;  a  situation  to  which  I  was  detennuMd  we 
should  not  be  reduced.  For  my  own  part,  not  to  inhabit  the 
paliice  of  the  pi-oudest  potentate  on  earth,  would  I  have  given 
up  my  little  home  and  my  froedomi  my  desolate  fireedsM^  ^ 
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think  and  to  feci.   However,  I  answered  with  caution  and  re- 
spect, that  I  was  infinitely  obliged  to  his  Excellency,  as  I 
knew  that  the  greatest  proof  of  esteem  and  confidence  lie  could 
give,  was  to  confide  the  education  of  his  daughter  to  mc:  but 
tliat,  however  flattering  the  offer*  it  was  quite  impossible  for 
me  to  accept  it  I  had  neither  tiie  talents,  education,  nor  acti- 
vity,  necessary  for  such  a  station;  and  that»  indeed,  tlie  state 
of  my  health  and  feelings  made  tiie  repose  and  tranquillity  of 
my  own  home  indispensable  to  me.    Neither  could  I  enter  into 
Ids  Excellency's  views  of  placing  my  son  in  the  Iiish  legion. 
Independently  tliat  liis  still  delicate  health,  his  youth,  and  un- 
finished  education,  made  his  going  into  actual  senice  prema- 
ture, I  tliought,  at  all  times,  tlie  Irish  legion  to  be  avoided  for 
him.  He  had  some  rights  in  France,  rights  which  his  fatlfcr 
bad  puirliased  for  him  with  all  his  blood ;  tliey  had  been  ac- 
knowledged by  tlie  Councils  of  the  Nation,  and  he  had  been 
nominated  to  tlie  national  schools ;  he  had  also  many  friends, 
and  as  fair  a  career  before  him,  if  he  lived  and  deserved  well, 
as  any  Frenchman  bom.    To  go  into  tlie  Irish  legion,  was  to 
renounce  all  this ;  to  retrograde,  and  declare  himself  a  foreign* 
er ;  any  uneducated  lad  from  the  wildest  part  of  Ireland,  would 
have  an  equal  right  to  enter  it,  and  a  better  chance  of  success, 
as  he  would  probably  be  more  hardy  and  active.  I  did  not  mean 
any  disrespect  to  the  Irish  legion ;  I  knew  and  greatly  esteemed 
many  of  tlie  gentlemen  who  composed  it   I  thought  it  a  noble 
and  delicate  manner  of  giving  independence  and  social  comfort 
to  unfortunate  Irish  refugees ;  but  all  knew  it  could  hold  out 
no  career  or  prospect  to  a  young  man  beginning  tlie  world.  My 
son  was  the  second  generation  in  France,  and,  I  hoped,  would 
become  a  French  citizen.  This,  I  requested  the  gentleman  to 
report  to  the  Duke  of  Feltre  from  me,  with  my  grateful  thanks 
for  the  interest  he  was  so  kind  as  to  profess,  but  that,  if  my 
son  was  to  serve,  I  must  still  request  his  Excellency  to  lay 
before  the  Emperor  my  demand  for  a  nomination  to  tlie  school 
of  cavalry  for  him,  where  I  knew  the  exercise  and  duties  were 
severe,  but  trusted  that  they  would  fortify  his  constitution,  and 
give  to  his  education,  which  had  hitherto  been  purely  classical, 
a  military  finish,  which  would  render  him  more  worthy  of  his 
Excellency's  future  notice.   As  I  wislied  to  let  his  first 
pleasure  pass  before  I  saw  him,  I  pleaded  indispiMit 
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moment*  but  appeinted  that  day  week,  if  it  was  agrwiifcb  to 
call  upon  him.  I  knew  the  Irish  legion  to  be  his  hobby^hone^ 
or  one  of  his  nags,  at  least:  it  was  peculiarly  hia  mm;  ho 
thought  he  could  establish  it  as  the  Irish  brigade  had 
before  the  Revolution,  and  used  to  play  tiie  Duke  of 
very  prettily. 

I  waited  on  him  at  the  time  appointed.   It  was  a  tftMJng  wai 
wearisome  talk*  wiiich  cndeil  in  nuthing.    In  Tain  I  atravato 
represent  to  him,  tliat  the  whole  color  of  my  aon'a  fblnre  Vh^ 
and  his  life  itself^  depended  on  the  use  made  of  the  two  or  thraa 
ensuing  years ;  he  was  but  a  delicate  half-(^wn  stripliqgt  jait 
ftt>m  the  benches  of  a  college,  and  if  he  had  any  takntit 
him  on  active  service,  so  ill  prepared  for  it  and  to  wmA  a^ 
try  as  Spain*  was  only  wasting  and  throwing  away  both 
and  his  life.   What  could  his  Excellency,  I  said,  wbatconld  Im- 
perial power,  what  could  Omnipotence  do  for  me  on  eai^  if  I 
lost  my  hoy?  He  would  not  listen  to  one  of  my  reason 
I  consent  to  his  decisions,   lie  said,  if  my  son  waa  a 
man,  he  was  subject  to  tlie  conscription.   I  answered,  ttat» 
if  I  were  a  Frenchwoman,  the  only  son,  not  to  say  tibe  ob^j  ddi 
of  a  widow,  was  exempted :  that  I  believed  oar  case  waa  alfli 
stranger :  that  however,    I  did  not  attempt  to  keep  mj  wm 
back  fi*om  serving  liis  Majesty,  but  only  endeavored  to  qnfi^ 
him  (i)v  it    lie  got  angry,  and  asked  me  rudely,  «  IfTtkamkt 
<<  he  would  take  the  Emperor  by  the  collar ,  to  farce  iiM  Ujimt 
<<  J/r.  Tone  ?^*  I  was  oflended  in  my  turn,  and  answered  liftBi^ 
ally  and  gravely,  «<That  I  had  not  imagined  the  pnawihilHyrf 
«  such  a  thing,  but  tliat  if  my  son  was  to  be  an  Iriahmaiif  it* 
<<  in  Dublin  only  he  could  bo  so :  and  tliat,  if  the  Irish 
<<  was  insisted  upon  for  him,  I  would  feel  it  my  daty  at  hla 
<<  guanlian,  to  bring  him  home  whilst  he  was  yet  a  minor  flid 
«  uncomproinised."    He  stalked  about  the  room  with  aUtta 
hauteur  of  Louis  Le  Grand,  and  actually  had  the 
to  use  his  wonis,  when  the  Irish  Legion  was  mentioned, 
tiiey  were  apropos  of  nothivg^    *^  I  have  more  trmMe  wUk  tinl 
**  Irish  Legion^  than  with  all  the  armies  (f  Franetm*^  It  waaagr 
cue  to  have  answered  in  the  words  of  tiie  Doke  of  Bcrwidti 
<<  The  enemies  of  France  make  the  same  complaint;^  bot»  inJaadj 
I  was  not  in  tlie  humor,  and  we  parted  but  lilUe  piejaei  laiflfr^ 
each  other. 
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Wlut  wu  I  now  to  do  f  It  wiu  hard  to  be  stopped  in  fiie  out- 
set by  the  vezatioua  fonciesof  this  vun  roan;  for,  though  my  son 
was  entitled  to,  and  qualified  for  the  military  school,  bo  were 
■any  others;  and,  as  the  number  of  sdiolam  Dm- whom  the  go> 
Tcrmsent  paidt  was  limited,  the  nomination  to  a  vacancy  was 
»  favor,  the  n^lar  channel  for  obtaining  which,  was  through 
ttie  Ministerof War.  Ithentboughtof  speskingtotheEmperor 
himselC  and  the  more  I  tttought  of  it,  the  mtwc  it  ai^icared  to 
■ae  what  was  fit  and  right  to  do.  1  stood  in  the  same  situatioa 
with  respect  to  Napoleon,  that  I  did  to  all  tiiose  whom  I  had 
lately  seen,  and  who  appeared,  without  excepting  the  Duke  of 
Feltre,  to  feel  a  kind  interest  in  us.  Why  should  I  doubt  hts 
feeling  the  same ;  particularly,  as  to  him  I  had  my  fine  boy,  his 
talents,  and  his  derotedness,  to  ofer.  I  determined  to  try,  though 
I  felt  that  it  required  great  prudence,  or  I  might  do  more  ham 
flian  good.  To  ask  an  audience,  even  if  I  obtained  it,  I  knew 
irould  be  a  mere  ceremonial,  as  I  should  be  referred  to  the 
Minister  of  War,  in  whose  department  my  business  lay.  I  also 
felt  that  I  should  speak  to  the  Emperor  from  odier  grounii 
tiian  that  1  stood  on,  and  that  my  son  should  be  already  in  the 
school.  There  was  no  doubt  of  bis  title  to  it  and  no  intnest 
wanting  to  enter,  if  he  could  bear  his  own  expenses.  1  thought; 
if  be  was  once  in,  I  roold  get  exempted  tram  the  payment,  and 
this  idea  1  laid  by  to  mature,  as  the  time  came  ronnd. 

The  Duke  of  Feltre's  relations  came  crften  to  see  me,  and  all 
bad  something  to  repeat,  omceming  his  resentment  and  dis- 
pleasure. He  woold  not  allow  that  my  son  was  in  delicate 
health.  1  sent  him,  by  one  of  them,  a  certificate  from  the  phy> 
aidan  who  had  attended  all  my  cfaildRO.  He  would  not  read 
it,  hot  said,  "  Doctors  wrote  to  fdeaae  Mammas."  I  answered, 
thatan  interesteil  Doctm-  would  rather  write  to  jrfcase  a  power- 
Ai)  Dnke  and  Minister,  tiian  a  pow  woman  and  foreigner  in  ray 
■mfartunate  ntuation,  but  that  I  would  trouble  his  Excellency 
BO  more ;  that  I  would  enter  my  son  in  the  school  of  cavalry  at 
my  own  cosL  At  tbis»  I  was  ItAi,  he  laughed  out,  and  said, 
'•  She  has  not  the  means ;  let  her  alone!  She  will  come  round 
**  iriien  the  time  comes ;  Itancyshenill  prefertfae  Irish  Legion 
•'  to  the  ron!«Ti|»tii)ii."  I  do  tliink  this  ugly  s|wt\h  iWi<li't!  nn'. 
It  alannnl  mc  rourr  than  1  chow  to  acktionlrdgr:  for  1  answer- 
eH  sluiitly,  that  «-«  were  not  yet  French  subjerts,  utrfMrnt  tbr 
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coiMcription  could  not  app\j  to  us ;  but  indeed  my  h 
ed:  for  I  knew  that  the  Uwn  against  refractorj  o 
'  stinin»T7.  and  if  he  wan  wicked  euou^,  he  nri^rt  have  I 
jinwer  to  destroy  my  chilfli  before  I  had  time  to  bm 
mation.  I  could  not,  however,  tliink  he  would  go  f 
The  object  was  not  worth  the  odium.  Still  the  sabject  of  ftt 
contest  was  of  a  peculiarly  disagreeable  nature  in  onr  cirami* 
stances,  and  iny  sage  and  experienced  son  desired  BotfuagtaM^ 
tlian  to  mai-cli  with  his  knapnack,  as  so  many  of  his  eamntkt 
were  doing.  For  my  sake  he  wouM  not  do  it  wUlia^iy  ;  tut  I 
jplainly  saw  he  would  have  no  objertion«  *'ifhu  OraccvMil 
w  constrain  km  to  gOj"  and  felt  but  little  desire  to  flntar  Hirite 
scliool. 

His  Excellency  was  right:  **Jkadnot  the  meam^vta^mn, 
but  how  shall  I  do  justice  to  the  noble  and  gtnero«a  tiandtr 
of  whom  I  now  must  sjieak :  he,  of  whom  Tone  mid  Im  biv  !■( 
letter  tome,  •• /am  sure  ym  Aama/ind  ia  IFUaom,wkfWtl 
*•  nner  detrrl  you."  And  so  I  had ;  a  friend  who  hw  htm  t 
second  Pnnidence  to  mc.  and  from  Scotland  vnttAod  onr  ■ 
with  care,  which  might  be  called  patemaL  He  bad  pnctait 
a  large  sum  in  the  French  funds,  and  left  it  m  M.  IMmih^ 
tlic  banker's  hands,  for  my  use :  to  use,  sell,  or  diqiam  of  M I 
l)K'usc(l.  Indoril,  I  diil  not  abuse  this  confidence,  andwodihBn 
hi-Ul  it  infamous  to  liavc  touched  a  ssm  for  nnj  niipr  i  III w  it 
ject.  except  when  long  .sickness,  death,  and  sorrow,  left  i^yain 
means  insufiicient :  But  it  ga^'e  great  security  and  animy  te 
my  situation,  and  inspired  me  witli  confidence  and  coorag^  ttC 
the  friendshi]!  of  M.  Delcssei-t  who  answered  ftr  ibb  OB  d 
occasions,  was  in  the  highest  degree  respectable  and  nWHh 
To  Snitlaiid  I  wrote  how  things  stood  widi  me,  and  MfltaM 
an  answer,  urging  me.  in  tlie  strongest  maoneri  not  to  lata  ■ 
niomoiit,  when  my  son's  term  at  the  Lyceum  was  expired,  but 
to  take  tlie  money  necessary,  and  enter  him  a  peusioiM-r  in  the 
School  of  Cavali7 :  that,  even  if  lie  never  entered  the  French 
aiTny,  it  was  the  hei^t  tiling  he  could  do,  both  for  his  health  and 
further  iustriictinri.  and  that  tlie  knowleil^  he  would  acquire, 
might  be  of  use  to  him  all  the  rest  of  his  lire,  wherever  he  might 
go.  TheerenthasproTed  tliejustneHHortliisopininn.  Myfriend 
added,  tliat,  for  his  own  part,  he  would  pivf'er  tliat  my  mu  sbottUi 
not  get  the  nomination,  as  it  would  Ji 
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Thus  authoiizedf  thus  urged,  I  felt  calm  and  resolved.  My 
boy  stood  his  last  examinatioiiy  and  finished  his  college  course 
with  great  honor ;  the  best  scholars  in  the  four  Lyceums  of 
Paris  were  examined  against  each  other»  and  he  got  the  prize 
above  them  all ;  he  had  the  following  certificates  from  his  own 
Lyceum,  and  from  the  Grand  Master  of  the  University: 

^  The  PravUeur  of  the  Imperial  Lyceum,  Member  ot  the  In- 
<<  stituteof  France  and  ot  the  Legion  of  Honor,  certifies,  that 
<<  William  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  bom  in  Dublin,  was  appoint- 
^  <  e4a8  a  Government  scholar  to  the  French  Prytaneum,  in  conse- 
<<  quence  of  the  services  of  his  father.  Chef  de  Brigade  and  Ad- 
<<  jutant  General,  who  died  in  Uie  prisons  of  England ;  that  Mr. 
**  Tone  remained  in  tlie  Prytaneum,  and  in  tlie  Imperial  Ly- 
**  ceum,  from  tiie  7th  year  of  the  Republic,  (1799,)  to  the  end 
**  of  November,  1810.  That  dui-ing  these  eleven  years,  he  was 
^^  remarked  for  liis  modesty,  talents,  and  excellent  conduct;  that 
*^  he  obtained  numerous  prizes  in  all  his  classes,  and  joined,  in 
*^  a  tender  age,  to  a  good  disposition,  tlic  erudition  of  a  man ; 
**  that  he  proved  it  by  a  good  work  on  tlie  legislation  of  the 
*<  Goths  in  Italy,  which  was  favorably  received  by  the  Institute, 
^  and  contended,  in  1810,  for  the  prize  which  was  obtained  by 
**  Mr.  Sartorius :  That  Mr.  Tone,  in  short,  has  been  one  of 
<<  tlie  best  scholars,  for  character  and  for  learning,  which  tlie 
''  Lyceum  has  produced.  CHAMPAGNE/' 

<«  Paris  \2th  Oct.  1810.  Tlie  iSenator  Grand  Master  of  the 
"  Imperial  University,  to  Mr.  Wm.  Th.  Wolfe  Tone. 

**  Sir:  At  an  age  when,  usually,  a  young  man  can  only  de- 
<<  serve  tlie  praise  of  promising  dispositions,  you  have  already 
'<  obtauietl  the  eulogiums  of  tlie  Institute  of  France.  This  dis- 
**  tinction,  so  rare  and  so  flattering,  and  which  proves  in  you, 
<<  talents  already  ripe,  makes  me  regret  tliat  you  do  not  enter 
''  the  career  of  the  Imperial  University.  It  assures  you  also 
*<  ofthe  pleasure  witli  which  I  have  read  your  work,  and  is  a 
*^  certain  pledge  of  the  esteem  and  interest  with  which  you 
<*  have  inspired  me. 

<«  The  Senator  Grand  Master  of  the  Imperial  University. 

**  FONTANES." 

Early  next  momfaig,  before  the  Dnka  oC  Fdtre  oodd  liear 
that  he  had  quit  tte  LyowiBy  we  tmih 
La^tf  and  drove  to  the  caatk^  tdiHp 
Vol.  II— rs 
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established  :  It  was  necessary  to  pay  the  entrance^  800  francs^ 
(about  £S3  sterling.)  and  the  first  quarter  in  advance;  tte  pen-' 
sion  was  2,400  francs,  or  £  100  sterling  a  year.  I  paid  domi 
1,400  francs  (about  J£60  sterling,)  gave  in  his  certificates  frot 
the  Lyceum^  which  he  had  left  but  the  day  before,  and  a  kttv 
fVom  M.  Delessert  whom  I  had  named  as  his  coi 
aaswering  for  the  regular  payment  of  his  pension.  All 
to  go  from  the  General  commanding  the  Castle,  to  the  Mink^wf 
of  War,  who  had  the  right  of  refusing  admission  to  an  inqi^ 
per  person,  (a  foreigner  for  instance,  or  one  who  had  mAv^ 
cei  vcd  a  preliminary  education,  or  had  not  evident  means  tafigr 
tlic  pension.)  But  here  he  could  not  dare  to  do  it«  Omr  ri^kh^ 
(Trtificates,  and  securities,  were  unexceptionable^  and  it  paanl 
of  course. 

I  really  wished,  if  it  were  possible,  without  roeanneaa^  or  tea' 
far  forgetting  what  I  owed  to  myself,  to  conciliate  the  Daka  af 
Peltrc:  for  tliough  I  certainly  owed  no  obligatiooa  to  iuai; 
tliougii  I  yet  rcmembpi*ed  how  he  Iiad  wearied  and  harassed  Tons 
by  his  whims  and  fancies ;  and  could  not  forget  his  cold  and  m- 
gi-atcful  neglect  at  tlie  {leriod  of  our  first  and  great  distress;  yet 
1  believe  he  then  meant  us  good,  and  that,  with  his  views  and 
rrclings,  he  had  some  reason  to  be  hurt ;  therefore,  as  soon  as  I 
had  succeeded  in  placing  my  boy,  I  wrote  to  him,  telling  lun 
what  I  had  ilone.  1  believe  I  wrote  with  feeling :  for  I  fisit' 
much ;  1  have  no  copy  of  tlie  letter;  I  oxjiected  noanswei',  and 
received  none.  I  tlirn  removed  uiy  own  little  establislunettt  ts 
the  town  of  St.  Gcnnain*s.  1  had  no  further  business  in  Vm^ 
nor  the  Pays  jAitUu  1  took  aimi-tnients  in  the  EaM  de  la  Avis^ 
inulmice^  on  the  Parterref  where  I  could  see  my  boy  exercisiBg 
every  day  heneatlimy  windows,  ande\ery  Sunday  I  could  visit 
hiin  in  the  Castle.  It  succeeded  witli  him  beyond  my  hopes;  he 
was  all  life  and  activity,  and  apiieared  quite  well. 

I  soon  found  that,  without  intending  it,  I  had  precisdy  gone 
(n  the  place  \\lici*e  1  could  speak  to  tlie  Emperor  without  diS- 
rultv.  He  huuled  in  the  forest  of  St  Gerroain^s  two  or  dnce 
times  a  week,  and  passed  to  it  beforemy  window's.  1  saw  I  oonld 
choase  my  time,  and  prepare  myself  at  leisure.  I  had  been 
tioiied  that  Ministers  never  forgave  itasaing  tliem  by,  and 
ing  any  tiling,  in  their  deimrtments,  from  llie  Sovereigna 
had  more  op]iortunities  to  do  injury  tiianhe  liad  to  doip^iSHAt 
I  frai-cd  that  my  ft-iend,  the  Duke,  was  rindirfive;  I  ft^n 


APPENDIX— PART  H.  579 

determined  td  compose  mj  memorial  accordinglj,  and  not  to 
ask  any  thing  but  naturalization  for  my  son^  wiiich  did  not  be- 
long to  tiie  Duke  of  Feltre's  d^artroent,  but  was  of  the  law  or 
special  grace  of  the  Sovereign.    For  something  I  must  have 
asked,  or  it  would  have  been  impertinent  to  speak  to  his  Ma- 
jesty.   I  began,  then,  by  recalling  to  his  memory  ^  that  he  had 
«<  knoiwn  Tone ;  and  added  a  brief  account  of  his  fate,  and  of 
'<  the  adoption  of  his  children  by  the  National  Councils ;  that 
<<  his  family  was  now  reduced  to  an  only  son,  who  had  been 
<<  educated  in  the  Imperial  Lyceum,  to  which  school  I  referred* 
<<  and  to  the  documents  I  had  tiie  honor  to  present  to  his  Ma- 
'<  jcsty  for  his  character  and  conduct  there ;  that  it  was  his 
**  ardent  ambition  to  serve  his  Majesty*  and  that  I  was  proud 
<<  of  the  sentiment;  that  I  had,  in  consequence,  on  the  termi- 
**  nation  of  his  studies  in  flie  Lyceum,  made  the  last  effoi-t 
**  my  mined  fortunes  allowed,  to  place  him  in  the  School  of 
^*  Cavalri",  where  he  might  become  better  qualified  for  that 
**  service;  that  now  I  resig^ned  him,  with  confidence,  to  his 
**  Majesty's  paternal  and  protecting  care ;  that,  nevertheless, 
**  when  I  reflected  on  his  fatlier's  fate,  I  could  not  but  feel  that 
<'  ho  was  also  eiqiosed  to  the  same:  for,  though  cradled  in 
<<  France,  he  was  bom  in  Ireland.  I  therefoix^  prayed  his  Ma- 
**  jesty,  when  my  son  should  have  attained  the  proper  age,  to 
^*  grant  him  a  special  act  of  naturalization,  confirmed  by  tlic 
*<  rnnk  and  title  of  Baron  of  the  Empire ;  tiiat  I  was  well  aware 
**  of  tlie  boldness  of  thus  soliciting  the  reward  of  a  veteran  for  a 
«  schoolboy,  but  the  French  nation  had  promised  me  to  honor 
<<  Ihe  memory  of  his  father ;  tliat  it  was  in  his  son  only  that  this 
^*  could  be  done.  I  therefore  asked  it  from  liLs  father's  tomb,  as 
*^  a  iMiblic  proof  of  his  own  adoption  and  naturalization  in 
<•  France.'*    To  this  I  added  his  certificates  from  tlie  Lyceum, 
and  the  essay  he  had  composed  for  tiie  Institute,  which  I  got 
bound  together  for  tlie  purpose. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  months,  when  my  son  was  out  of  the 
awkwanl  squad,  and  beginning  to  be  known  and  distinguished 
in  the  school,  I  diought  it  was  time  for  mc  to  act.  Accordingly, 
one  fine  morning,  seeing,  from  my  windows^  prepamtioiis  for  tlie 
hunt,  I  determined  to  make  tbo  itlenpL  I  mtptnm  St  Ger- 
•main's,  wifli  its  terrace  and 
At  tlio  first  entrance  to 
tJie  jMirtcrre^  the  Emperor  dwajv 
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riage  on  his  arriving  (jroni  Paris,  and  drove  on  tii  flie  LodgTi 
about  a  league  off,  where  he  breakfasted  and  took  horse ;  that 
was  the  general  RendexvouSf  and  wliere  many  went  .to  give  pe- 
titions. I  thought  I  sliould  he  obliged  to  go  there  too^  but  I  did 
not  like  iU  on  account  of  the  crowd  and  the  distance,  and  vent 
only  to  tlie  fii-st  entrance ;  horses  and  a  few  guards  wrcre  on  the 
spot.  I  ashed  the  officer  if  I  might  be  (lennittcd  topreacntflie 
booiv  and  paper  I  held  in  my  hand  to  his  Majesty.  He  told  ne 
the  IjO<1gc  was  the  best  place,  as  his  Majesty  never  stopt  what 
we  were ;  tliut  tlic  horses  were  changed  as  quick  as  poaaiblc^ 
and  he  drove  on.  I  said  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  go  ao&r; 
that  the  book  was  written  by  my  son,  a  scholar  in  the  CasUe^  and 
I  thought  would  be  pleasing  to  his  Majesty ;  so  he  told  nw  te 
titay  in  the  circle,  and  that  I  might  tr}-.  If  I  could  not  suoceedi 
he  advised  me  to  wait  till  the  next  hunt,  and  then  take  n  ooadi 
and  go  early  to  the  Lo<ige. 

Very  soon  the  carriage,  with  the  Emperor  and  EmpresB^dnve 
into  the  circle ;  the  horses  were  changed  as  quick  as  thought^  but 
I  stept  up.  and  prcKcnted  the  book  and  memorial.  He  tocdL  tibeni, 
and  {landing  the  book  to  his  eaiyer^  o|)ened  the  paper.  I  have 
said  it  commenced  by  recalling  Tone  to  his  memory.  Wbicn  he 
begun,  he  said  **  Tone!*'  with  an  expressive  accent.  <<I  remem- 
ber well/*  (Je  m^en  souvicns  bien.)  He  read  it  all  through,  and 
two  or  tluve  times  Kti>pped,  looked  at  me^  and  bowed,  in  reading 
it  >Vlien  lie  liad  finished,  he  said  to  me,  ^  Now,  speak  to  ne 
of  yourself."  {.MahitctianL  parUz  mai  dc  vous.)  I  hesitated,  ftr 
I  was  not  pi-epared  for  that  question,  and  took  small  interest  in 
the  subject  He  pfoceeded,  «*  Have  you  a  peasion?"  I  said  I  had. 
••  Is  it  suflirient?  do  you  want  any  extraordinary'  succor?'*  By 
this  time  I  liad  rccoveird  myself,  and  said,  <*That  his  Majesty's 
gcMMlness  leit  me  no  ]iers<inal  want :  that  all  my  cares,  all  my 
interest  in  life  weit;  centred  in  my  child,  whom  I  now  gave  np 
to  Ills  Majesty's  sen'ice."  He  answered,  <'  Be  tranquil  then  on 
his  account  be  perfectly  tranquil  concerning  hinu  {Soffeu  imic 
traiujuUle  srnr  son  compte^  soyezparfaitementtranqmlUwiurlid/') 
I  i)erceived  a  little  half  smile,  when  I  said  ^*  My  chUd,''  (mom 
enfant;)  I  should  have  said  my  son  ;  I  knew*  it,  hut  forgoli  He 
had  stopiH*d  so  long,  tiiat  aci*owd  had  gafliered,  and  werecnmb- 
mg  on,  crying  Vive  VEmpcreur!  They  drove  in  tfaegtmrri^wd 
there  came  a  horse  very  close  to  roe;  I  was  ftif^terndf 
tiling ;  but  he  called  to  mc  to  stay  where  I  was.  ^*  Maimt 
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les  Id!"  Wtiether  it  was  for  my  safety,  or  ^at  be  wanted  to 
oAy  iDore,  I  cuiuot  tell,  but  more  it  was  impossible  to  say,  for 
tkc  noise.  I  was  close  to  the  carriage  door,  and  tlic  gunrds  on 
horaebacli  quite  dose  behind  me,  and  indeed  I  was  trembling. 
He  saluted  the  pct^e,  and  directed  that  two  Ni^leons  a-picrv 
should  be  given  to  the  old  women,  and  women  with  little  chil- 
dren, who  were  holding  out  their  bands.  He  then  drove  on,  and 
iu  going,  nodded  to  me  two  or  thrte  times  with  afitctionato  U^ 
miliaria,  fiMf  uig»  "Tour  diild  shall  be  well  naturalized,"  ( Voire 
enjant,  lera  bUn  naturtdiMi,)  with  a  playful  emphasis,  on  the 
wor&s  Voire  enfant  I  crossed  instantly  where  the  carriage  had 
stood  ;  the  closing  guards  covered  my  retreat,  and  I  got^  by  a 
by-path  of  the  forest,  home  in  quiet,  by  another  gate,  Za  parte 
de  FoHtiriM. 

As  soon  as  I  got  home,  I  wrote  a  precise  account  to  the  Duke 
of  Feltre,  to  prevent  jealousy  and  misconstnictioii,  and  enclosed 
him  a  copy  of  my  memorial,  (the  book  he  had  already)  entreat- 
ing his  good  offices,  and,  may  I  be  pardoned,  if  I  felt  something 
like  pride,  in  showing  his  Excellency  that  he  need  not  lake  the 
Emperor  by  the  eoUar  <m  our  account,  and  in  letting  him  quiet- 
ly  feci  and  understand,  that,  defenceless  as  I  was,  in  case  of  op- 
pression, 1  knew  both  where  to  appeal,  and  how  to  doit? 

\l~hcn  the  bunt  was  over,  General  Baron  ClemetU  de  la  Son- 
dtre,  commander  of  the  Castle,  called  on  me.  I  had  told  him 
my  intention  of  speaking  to  hi^  Majesty,  and  showed  him  the 
book  with  its  Imperial  binding.  He  had  been  at  the  Rendezvous, 
and  when  he  saw  the  equerry  carrying  it,  (which  he  did  after  the 
Emperor,  all  thi^Migh  the  hunt,)  he  knew  I  had  succeeded.  He 
said  I  liad  uncommon  favor ;  that  the  Emperor  should  stop  where 
he  did,  and  read  my  memorial  all  through,  and  keep  it  himself; 
that,  in  general,  it  was  considered  favorable  when  ho  looked  at  a 
memorial,  and  gave  it  to  an  Aid-de-Camp  to  gi%'e  liim  at  their 
return.  He  invited  me  to  go  to  the  Castle  in  the  evening,  as  Ma- 
dame Clement  would  be  anxious  to  see  me;  and,  as  further  in- 
ducement, my  son  should  meet  me.  I  went  in  tlie  evening,  and 
found  that  exaggeration  bad  already  begun.  The  town  of  SL 
Germain's  was  almost  entirely  inhabited  by  pwopa  of  the  on- 
ritn  Hanntf^  or  iTtiiriK'd  cniigriinls  of  very  l)if;ti  rank,  but  ruin- 
f<l  fortune.  Several  called  in  Die  evening  at  llie  Ciudr.  T.>  oak. 
of  the  (icnrraJ  il'  he  could  tril  wbo  it  was  who  lu«t 
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the  tlinperor;  aft  tliey  described  what  they  saw  from  the  par* 
tcrre,  a  lady,  m  horn  iiobody  knew,  dressed  in  gray  silk  Stem 
head  to  foot,  with  a  long  black  veil,  who  had  tiie  air  of  a  nm^ 
{iVune  relii^leuM.)  had  a  long  conversation  with  the  Empenr 
and  Empress,  on  the  terrace,  and  tlic  Emperor  was  tntpnenHj 
seen  to  bow  to  Iier  with  great  I'pspect  No  one  knew  whence 
she  came,  or  where  she  went  aften\'ards,  fcxr  she  was  seen  no 
qiore.  Some  tlioiight  the  Empress  took  her  into  the  cairiage  al 
the  other  side.  It  was  singular  pre-orrnpation  of  mind ;  fiiey  hai 
seen  me  for  months,  w*alking  about  this  little  town,  where  stran- 
gers are  generally  remarkeil,  and  tliere  I  stood  before  tiiem  in 
the  verj'  same  attii*e^  excepting  my  veil,  yet  they  did  not  re- 
cognise me.  I  tlioiight  of  Fnntenelie*s  story  of  the  bishop  and 
lady,  l«)oking  at  objects  in  the  moon  ;  one  saw  the  spires  of  a 
catliedral,  and  the  other  two  lovers.  My  poor  devont  Emigrii 
rcnirfs  saw  a  nun  retunied  from  emigration,  and  I  felt  fiir  them; 
I  thought  iierhaiM  they  were  looking  out  for  the  return  of  i 
friend  or  n*lation  tliat  answered  her  description.  They 
evidently  disiip|iointed,  when  Madame  Clement  de  la 
nistling  my  gown,  asked  tliem  **  Did  they  know  the  gray  ladyP 
and  the  General,  presenting  my  son,  said,  <<  here  is  the  son  €f 
your  JMi^ieuse.'** 

To  return.  The  Kinperor  frequently  visited  the  school  of  in* 
fanti'v  at  St.  Cyr,  I'eviewed  the  (Cadets,  and  gave  them  ooU 
rollations  in  the  jiark.  But  he  had  never  visited  tlie  sdiool  cf 
cavair}',  Kin<'e  its  establishment,  of  which  we  were  very  jenloni^ 
and  did  all  in  our  power  to  attract  him.  Whenever  he  hnaledy 
liie  Cadets  were  in  gnind  parade  on  the  parterre,  crying  ^Vhi 
VEmprrcuri*  witli  all  their  ymmg  energies ;  lie  hehl  his  hst 
raised  its  he  jiassed  them,  but  that  was  all  we  could  gniiw  Wise 
])eople\\hisi)ered  that  he  never  would  go,  whilst  they  weress 
(-\ideiitly  e\pe<:ting  him ;  that  he  liked  to  keep  them  alwnjB  on 
the  alei-t;  it  was  gfjod  for  discipline.  The  General  took  anott« 
plan,  and  once  allowed  no  sign  of  life  about  the  Casfle 
Enqieror  passed — it  was  like  a  deserted  place ;  but  it  did 
take  neitlier — he  passed  as  if  there  was  no  Castle  therei  It 
dfsesperavt.  >Vhen,  lo !  the  next  day  but  one,  after  I  had  spokaa 
to  him,  he  suddenly  galloiied  into  tlie  court  of  the  Castk^  nni 
tlie  cry  of  the  sentinel,  *'  VEmpereur^'*  was  tlie  first  notipeftsy 
had  of  it    All  were  in  undressj  all  at  wori^  and  this  was  whit 
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lie  wanted.  He  examined  into  every  thing.  In  tlie  military 
!«chooIs  the  cadets  got  ammunition  bread,  and  lived  like  well  fed 
soldiers ;  but  there  was  great  outcry  in  the  circles  of  Paris 
against  the  bread  of  the  school  of  St  (Sermain's.  Ladies  complain- 
ed  that  their  sons  were  poisoned  by  it ;  the  Emperor  thought  it 
was  all  nicety,  and  said  no  man  was  fit  to  be  an  officer  who  could 
not  eat  ammunition  bread.  However,  being  there,  he  asked  for 
a  loaf*  which  was  brought,  and  he  saw  it  was  villanoos  trashy 
composed  of  peas,  beans,  rye,  potatoes,  yid  every  thing  that 
would  make  flour  or  meal*  instead  of  good  brown  wheaten  flour. 
He  tore  the  loaf  in  two  in  a  rage,  and  dashed  it  against  tlie  wall, 
and  there  it  stuck  like  a  piece  of  mortar,  to  the  great  annoyance 
of  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  have  attended  to  this.  He  ordered 
the  baker  to  be  called,  and  made  him  look  at  it,  sticking.  The 
man  was  in  great  terror  af  first  at  the  Emperor's  anger,  but, 
taking  heart,  he  begged  his  Majesty  not  to  take  his  contract 
from  him,  and  he  would  give  good  bread  in  future ;  at  which  the 
Emperor  broke  into  a  royal  and  imperial  passion,  and  threat- 
ened to  send  him  to  the  galleys ;  but,  suddenly  turning  round, 
said,  <<Tes !  he  would  allow  him  to  keep  tlie  contract  on  condi- 
^  tion  that,  as  long  as  it  lasted,  he  should  furnish  the  school  witli 
<<good  white  household  bread,  {pain  de  minage)  such  as  was 
M  sold  in  tiie  bakers*  shops  in  Paris ;  that  he  miglit  choose  that  or 
*^  lose  his  contract ;"  and  the  baker  thankftiUy  promised  to  fur* 
nish  gooil  white  bread  in  future,  at  the  same  price. 

By  this  time,  the  Cadets  had  got  on  their  full  uniforms,  and 
were  drawn  out  on  parade.  The  Emperor  inspected  and  review- 
ed them.  He  stopt  before  my  son,  and  asked  the  General  if  he 
was  not  the  young  Irishman,  {lejetine  IrlandaiSf)  looked  at  him 
a  little  while,  and  passed  on.  The  General  told  me^  afterwards, 
that  he  had  made  inquiries  about  him,  and  tliat  he  (tlie  Crencral) 
had  spoken  of  Monsieur  Tone  as  he  deserved ;  he  did  not  tell 
me  how  that  was.  He  added,  tliat  he  was  suid  they  owed  tlie 
Emperw*s  visit  to  me. 

Talleyrand  Perigord,  Prince  of  Bencvent,  had  a  country 
lodge  at  St.  Germain's,  where  he  often  spent  a  week.  lie  hap- 
pened to  be  there  at  tliis  period,  and  1  thought  it  right  to  wait 
u|K>n  him.  He  had  known  Tcnie  well ;  I  had  not  seen  him  since 
the  entrance  of  my  boys  in  the  Pr^tancum,  but  I  rcmanl 
his  conduct  at  that  time.  Ho  i*errived  me  with  grcat,pb 
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and  interest,  inquired  into  my  Fortunes  for  so  many  yean  paa)^ 
and  listened  to  them  in  full  detail,  with  much  kindne— i.    I  told 
him  all:  the  loss  of  my  children ;  my  voyage  to  Ammca  toiave 
my  son :  his  success  in  his  studies ;  tlie  Duke  of  Feltre^B  phiia; 
my  objections  to  them ;  tlic  means  on  which  I  had  |ilaced  ny 
son  in  the  military  school ;  my  speaking  to  the  Emperor;  his 
Majesty*H  coming  to  the  school,  and  inquiries  about  my 
lie  took  the  kindest  interest  in  all:  obsen'cd,  the  first  and 
object  was  to  take  care  of  my  son's  health,  till  his  gnw»th 
finished  and  his  constitution  formed  :  he  could  not  be  in  a 
tcr  place  for  this  purpose,  with  good  air  and  exercise^  a  Tny 
active  life,  and  I  so  near  to  watch  over  him.    <<  But  tiufl^  (he 
**  added.)  must  not  be  at  your  cnst;  it  is  a  national  debt ;  IwSl 
*'  speak  of  it  to  the  Dukr  of  Feltre^  and  to  the  Emperor ; 
**  it  my  onrn  business.**    He  then  inquired  abont  my 
I  explained  tobini  bow  that  stood  ;  and  he  desired  me  to  hneg 
biin  all  my  pa])er8.  titles,  and  documents,  concerning  that  and 
my  son.    He  would  charge  bimseir  with  them  alL    I  broiq^t 
them  to  biin  the  next  day,  with  a  copy  of  my  son*s  essay  for 
the  Institute,  the  letter  of  Count  Funtanes,  Grand  Master  of 
the  University,  and  my  own  memorial  to  the  Emperor^  wUchf 
lie  said,  he  would  answer  for  it.  his  Majesty  viviuli  never  fbifget 
For  the  title  of  Bai-on,  he  made  no  doubt  of  it;  ttie  Tery  de- 
mand entered  into  the  system  of  the  Emperor*a  policy.  <*  For* 
••  baps,  ;observ<Ml  be,)  we  must  sene  a  campaign  or  twofint^' 
but  lie  pledged  biniself  it  should  not  bo  in  Spain ;  and  ttrup 
be  addcHi,  '*  we  must  see  and  get  him  into  some  line  of  life 
«*  more  suitable  to  bis  talents,  and  more  conducive  to  your  hip* 
<<  piness,  than  a  military  one  can  be ;  in  the  interim^  nvenaut 
*•  get  what  is  moiv  immeiliately  necessary." 

This  ronvei*sation  was  very  consoling  and  satisfactory  to  BM^ 
and  I  expiTssed  my  gi*ateful  thanks  to  tlic  PrincCi  Ite  oonse* 
queiKTs  were  not  long  delayed:  for,  soon  aftert  I  rocci^'ed  akttar 
from  the  Duke  of  Feltre,  telling  me  that  he  had  represented 
situation  to  the  Einpemrt  ^vho  was  pleased  to  order  that  my 
should  be  a  (^vernnient  scholar,  (fin  des dtoes  du  gamerwaMHif) 
and  tliat  the  money  I  had  advanced  should  be  restored  to  me; 
also, 'that  my  son,  being  from  tlmt  time  forward  in  the  aervioB 
of  his  Majesty,  could  no  longer  hold  a  pension  on  the  Stale; 
and  it  was  bis  Majesty's  pleasure  tiiat  the  whole  prtneitmi  mf^ 
ginally  granted,  (2,400  francs,)  should  be  rconited  enmy  heedi 
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ai  long  as  I  lived.  The  Government  scholars  had  also  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  fiimished  with  horse  and  equipment  on  leav- 
ing the  schod:  It  was  with  pure  and  unspeakable  pleasure  I  re- 
turned to  Mr.  Delessert  the  money  I  had  taken,  and  his  security. 

Time  passed  quietly  and  innocently  on,  and  my  son  attained 
his  twenty-first  year.  His  birthday  was  on  the  89th  of  April. 
On  that  day  the  General  told  him,  on  parade,  that  the  French 
Government  owed  it  to  him  to  bring  up  his  youth,  but  that  it 
fiiroed  no  one  to  become  a  Frenchman— that  he  was  quite  free. 
That,  if  it  was  his  own  choice  to  become  a  Frenchman,  and  serve 
flie  Emperor*  he  must  make  the  demand  freely,  and  in  his  own 
person,  to  his  Majesty's  Council  of  State.  That,  in  all  his  de- 
spatches to  the  Minister  of  War,  for  the  last  fortnight,  he  had 
asked  permission  to  g^ve  him  leave  of  absence  for  that  purpose^ 
and  wrote  specially  for  it  three  days  since,  but  had  never  re- 
ceived any  answer  on  the  subject,  which  was  inconceivable  to 
him.  He  felt,  however,  that,  to-day,  be  had  no  right  to  detain 
him,  and  if  it  was  his  own  pleasure  to  go,  he  was  free  to  do  so. 
If  he  gave  in  his  demand  to  the  Council  of  State,  that  insttant  he 
was  a  French  soldier,  (mttitoirf  Franeais,)  and  it  would  be  his 
duty  to  return  immediately  to  his  school.  He  hoped  to  see  him 
on  the  parade,  next  day,  if  possible.  My  son  answered,  that 
there  was  no  earthly  title  he  would  be  so  proud  to  hold  &s  that 
of  mUiiaire  Francott ;  that  he  knew  the  duties  it  imposed,  and 
would  be  at  his  post  We  set  off  immediately  for  Paris,  but  tlie 
lawyer  told  him  he  could  not  make  his  demand  till  the  day  after 
he  was  of  age,  so  we  spent  the  evening  at  the  opera,  incog.  ; 
and  at  ten  next  morning,  30th  April,  1812,  he  lodged  his  de- 
mand at  the  Council  of  State,  and  got  a  receipt  for  it  We  in* 
stantly  set  off  for  St  Germain's,  and,  with  good  driving,  arrived 
on  the  Parterre  a  little  after  twelve,  whilst  the  school  was  still 
on  parade.  He  was  received  with  acclamation  by  his  comrades^ 
and  with  cordial  and  paternal  welcome  by  the  officers.  His 
mother  witnessed  it  at  a  distance.  On  the  4th  of  4|ay,  we  re- 
ceived the  act  of  naturalization,  in  form,  expedited!;|n  a  shorter 
time  than  any  such  act  was  e^'er  known  to  be  in  the  Council  of 
State,  and  signed  by  the  Emperor's  own  hand.    ' 

My  son  remained  about  nine  months  kmger  in  tibe  adMioL 
The  awful  campaign  of  Russia  took  place  fbatwiptei 
one  thought  that  the  next  year  mnathripg  pat 
Vox.  11—74 
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time  to  time,  a  visit  to  the  Prince  of  Bene  vent*  to  keep 
brance  alive.  We  agreed  that  my  son  should  mtcr  the  la- 
ment of  his  nephew.  Count  Edniond  de  Perigord,  CokMid  of  the 
8tli  Ch&sHcui-s.  and  whatever  applications  might  be  nocnmrj 
to  make  to  tlie  Minister  of  War.  he  offered  to  take  ob  himself, 
<*  I  shall  charge  myself  with  it,  (he  said,)  he  wont  refine  BM^— 
{Je  m*€n  chargerai.  U  ne  me  refiisera pas.) 

At  the  close  of  January  1813.  my  son  was  appointed  Seb 
Lirutonant  in  tliat  regiment,  and  oi*dered  to  its  depol  or  heed 
quai*ters,  at  Gray,  in  Fi-anche  Comlet  to  instruct  recmili; 
another  and  a  very  g(Nxl  practical  school:  but  the  acoouutef 
this  I  shall  leave  to  himself.  Before  going  off,  be  had  leaTe  of 
absence  for  a  montli.  We  removed  again  my  little  eetahKak- 
ment  to  Paris,  and  took  lodging  in  the  Rue  de  LiUe^  ww  Bee 
de  Boui*bon.  It  will  be  believed  tliis  month  was  a  most  inter- 
esting period  to  me.  I  had  lived  with  great  economy  at  St 
Germain's,  and  was  able  to  make  considerable  additions  to  the 
Government  allowance  fur  equipment  We  got  an  eaoellmt 
little  horse,  of  Arabian  biTed,  called  Solyman,  with  whoB  I 
made  acquaintance  ;  it  used  ti  eat  bread  out  of  my  head*  aid 
was  as  gentle  as  a  little  dog.  At  lengtli  the  day  of  dcpartne 
arrived,  and  I  arcompanic<l  him  as  far  as  Brie  Comte  Bobctti 
tlie  first  day*s  journey,  to  see  how  Solyman  went  on.  Honr 
and  rider  frolicked  on  before  me.  and  now  and  then  returari 
to  the  coach  window  to  receive  a  caress,  Solyman  always  pat- 
ting in  for  his  share.  We  passed  tlie  night  tliere. 

Kext  morning  wewalked  from  the  town  together,  out  of  hansa 
ken.  (Solyman.  with  his  little  portmanteau,  making  one;)  and 
there  I  blessed  my  boy  and  parted  with  him.  Oh!  people  talk 
much  of  tlie  pain  of  parting ;  but,  in  the  variety  of  paiiiiEhl  fad- 
ings which  have  passed  through  my  heart,  it  is  not  the 
The  feelings  ai-c  then,  at  least  mine  always  were»  of  a 
mixed  and  active  nature :  some  of  them  delightfuL  Bcride^ 
parting  is  not  parted :  tlie  object  is  there^ 
Even  now,  I  must  not  think  of  it 

Ilitlierto  I  had  not  allowed  myself  even  to  feel  that  my  Wil* 
liam  was  my  own  and  my  only  child.  I  couridered  oi^  that 
Tone's  son  was  confided  to  me ;  but,  in  tiiat  momenlt 
resumed  her  rights.  I  sat  in  a  field  :  flie  mad 
white  before  me,  and  no  object  on  it^  hut  nqr  child  ;  mt  iUI 
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loaye  **to  after  eye  him  till  he  had  melted  from  the  smallness 
of  a  gnai  to  air.*^  But  then  I  thought  my  task  was  finished ;  my 
business  in  lire  was  over.  I  could  not  think ;  but  all  1  had  ever 
suflRered  seemed  before  and  around  me  at  that  moment,  and  1 
wished  so  intensely  to  close  my  eyes  forever,  that  1  wonder  it 
did  noi  happen.  The  transitions  of  the  mind  are  very  extraor- 
dinary. As  I  sat  in  tliat  state,  unable  even  to  think  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  returning  home,  a  little  lark  rushed  up  from  the  grass 
beside  me ;  it  whirled  over  my  head  and  hovered  in  the  air, 
singing  such  a  beautiful,  cheering,  and,  as  it  sounded  to  roe^ 
approving  note,  tliat  it  roused  me.  I  felt  on  my  heart  as  if  Tone 
had  sent  it  to  me«    I  returned  to  my  solitary  home. 

I  never  was  long  without  hearing  fi-om  my  boy.  He  wrote 
whenever  he  halted,  and  as  soon  as  he  got  to  Erfurt  after  the 
battle  of  Lci]isiCf  he  was  enabled  to  ^Tite  to  me  by  an  officer 
coming  on  with  despatc^hes,  fortunately  for  me,  for  hbi  name 
was  in  the  list  of  tlie  killed.  I  also  owe  it  to  the  Duke  of  Feltre 
to  acknowledge,  and  feel  pleasure  in  doing  it,  that  he  wrote  to 
me  immediately,  with  his  own  hand,  to  tell  me  my  son  was  safe 
at  Erfurt,  with  his  cousin  General  Dalton. 


I  have  liero  given  a  precise  and  circumstantial  account  of  my 
iiitenlew  with  Napoleon ;  what  led  to  it,  and  its  consequences. 
It  was  tlie  only  time  I  ever  approached  him,  or  that  he  ever  saw 
lue.  1  have  been  thus  exact,  because  I  have  heard  it  repeated  so 
often,  and  so  strangely,  that  there  is  no  saying  to  what  it  may 
not  be  exaggerated  at  last  I  was  much  amused  lately  by  being 
asked  tlie  particulars  of  the  breakfisst  I  gave  to  Napoleon  and 
Marie  Louise.  I  stared,  and  asked,  ^bthy  eervant  a  dog^  to 
to  this  great  thing  V*  But  I  was  assured  that  there  was  a  report, 
that  as  tho  Kmperor  and  Empress  drove  by  my  lodgings  at 
St  Germain's,  I  ran  out  and  invited  tlieir  Imperial  Miyesties 
in  to  breakfast,  which  tliey  most  graciously  did  accept ;  were 
delighted  with  my  establishment  and  my  breakfast ;  on  which 
I  threw  myself  on  my  knees,  and  asked  the  arrears  of  my  pen^ 
f  ion.  And  this  was  said  to  be  related  by  a  gentleman  who  liad 
It  from  myself,  a  few  days  aflar  it  took  place.  Certainly,  if  ever 
I  spoke  to  this  genllemafh  be  bai  aftfirwarda  baap  ■««■ 
wonderful  history  of  Fuss  w  Ml  If 
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and  had  a  vision,  like  my  good  old  friend  flie  BpeetetaTt  n 
whicli  he  has  confounded  roe  with  that  faithfid,  qiiriledy  and 
intelligent  domestic  animal.  No!  fortunately  for  all  tfaon  wks 
may  be  obliged  to  listen  to  me,  **  their  Most  Baered  MyVifiri 
did  not  honor  my  poor  house  by  taking  their  di^/une  l&erm." 

It  is  wortliy  a  passing  remark,  thatf  however  tlioae 
diffiT  from  each  other,  all  agree  in  one  point,  viz.  that 
the  arrears  of  my  pension.  The  respectable  editor  of  Am  New 
Monthly  Magazine,  in  his  liberal  and  delicate  oomnMBts  om  tte 
auto-biograpliy  of  Tone^  repeats  the  same  story,  and  has 
that  1  stopped  tlie  Emperor's  carriage  to  do  so,  in  a 
that  would  have  boon  quite  impossible.  I  believe  thia 
dencc,  in  cotcmporary  writers,  would  be  considered  ■■  good 
evidence  of  a  historical  fact :  and  yet  it  is  not  fme.  The 
Government  did  not  acknowledge  any  arrears  to  be  doe  to 
On  receiving  the  brevet  of  my  pension,  I  inqiund  if  it 
not  retrospective  to  the  period  of  my  husband'a  deaflb  I 
tohl  that  it  was  only  due  from  tlie  time  it  was  decreed  tj  tte 
Emiieror.  It  was,  at  all  times,  punctually  paid»  and  bo 
cation  ever  made  for  arrears ;  and,  certainly,  I 
have  troubled  his  Majesty  or  myself  by  a  personal  one  on  fte 
subject  III  all  my  misfortunes,  I  never  learned  to  hold  oot 
my  hand  :  ^'Jor  grief  is  proud  and  makes  iU  awmar  tbmL^ 
My  immediate  object  in  addressing  the  EmperoTf  waa  to  ob- 
tain for  my  son  the  place  of  Government  scholar  in  Am 
of  Cavalry  ;  my  remote  one,  to  bring  him  under  bis  eiwn  ii 
mediate  notice  and  protection :  and  I  had  predetermined  not 
to  divide  this  object  by  any  pecuniary  demand.  I  adced  on^ 
for  naturalization  :  but  I  asked  a  proud  one,  for  it  pleaied 
nic  to  siipiKirt  my  Irish  character  in  his  eyes.  Those  who  woce 
in  my  confidence,  said  he  never  would  forget  the  lady  who  dli 
not  ask  for  money,  though  encouraged  by  him  to  do  oob  The 
i-cuuiting  all  tlie  pension  on  my  head,  being  tiie  immediate  eon- 
sequence  of  my  speaking  to  him,  gave  rise,  I  msppoaOf  to  the 
re])ort  that  it  was  what  I  had  asked  for ;  bul^  oertidnly,  I 
said  so  to  any  one« 

And  now  let  me  be  permitted  to  make  a  few 
relative  to  the  publications  I  have  alluded  to. 
parte  is  a  great  historical  character ;  he  bdonga  to  Am 
and  to  ixKsterity.    «<  They  have  put  him  on  a  gnuid  petaM?  hi 
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ifl  (here  for  history."  flls  Pant  mis  nir  mi  beau  pedestal :  il  est 
Ul  pour  Vhistoire^^^J  was  the  sublime  exclftmation  of  General 
Bernard,  his  ancient  Aid-de-Camp,  on  hearing  of  his  death. 
And  no  individuals  who  haveerer  spcricen  to  him,  have  any  right  to 
complain  of  their  names  being  mentioned,  so  Jar  as  it  serves  to 
throw  tight  on  amy  traii  of  his  character.  Tone  belongs  to  Ire- 
landy  and  every  proof  that  his  memory  lives  tiiere  must  call 
np  the  fimdest  and  roost  grateful  feelings  in  the  hearts  of  his 
fhmilyy  to  that  country  for  which  he  so  nobly  died,  a  generous 
and  willing  martyr ;  and  wherever,  relative  to  him,  or  in  con- 
junction with  him,  it  may  be  necessary  to  mention  his  wife,  by 
such  mention  I  can  only  be  honored.  But  I  have  seen  a  publi- 
cation in  the  51st  number  of  the  London  New  Montlily  Maga- 
sine,  and  which  has  been  copied  into  several  other  magazines 
and  newspapers,  pretending  to  be  a  biography  of  me  and  of 
my  son,  which,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned^  gives  me  much  pain. 
M'hen  ladies  write  and  publish,  and  go  before  the  public.  I 
suppose  they  lay  their  account  and  make  up  their  minds  to 
become  objects  of  public  observation,  and  see  their  names  in 
the  public  prints.*  But  I,  who  have  never  done  so^  was  not  pre- 
pared to  see  mine  so  bandied  about,  in  whatever  spirit  of  kind- 
ness, compliment,  or  flattery,  it  may  be  done.  I  have  lived  for 
flie  sole  and  single  purpose  of  taking  care  of  Tone*s  children ; 
and  1  promised  him  I  would  do  this,  when,  in  setting  ofl*  for  that 
last  unfortunate  expedition,  he  told  me  he  knew  his  life  was 
gone,  but  that  executed  he  never  would  be,  and  urged  the  care 
of  our  darling  babies  to  me.  I  told  him  if  they  should  fall  from 
me,  one  by  one,  whilst  one  remained  to  whom  I  could  be  useful, 
I  would  not  fail.  This  was,  perliaps,  at  the  time,  the  hyperbole 
of  grief ;  but  I  hkve  been  put  to  the  test,  even  to  the  letter  of 
my  promise.  **  Rememberf  you  are  fww  the  only  parent  of  our 
dearest  diUdren^**  was  my  sole  support,  when,  for  years,  if  I 
transfinred  the  drooping  head  of  one  beloved  child  from  my 
bosom  to  the  pillow  for  a  moment,  it  was  but  to  run  to^  the 
grave  of  another,  and  vent  my  broken  heart  in  tears  of  tnily 
unutterable  anguish.  So  passed  the  best  years  of  my  life ;  and 
I  troubled  no  one,  till,  reduced  to  my  last  child,  my  bio  reoem- 
bled  that  of  a  poor  cat,  whose  kittens  had  all  been  destawM 
but  one;  that  one  she  catches  in  her  BMNittt 
every  other  fear,  save  ttatrf  tosiiig  i^  niki 
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uid  houses.   Much  so  did  I.  till  1  placed  mj  joang  taut  in  Nik 
poleoirs  army— to  save  his  life* 

The  article  at  present  befort  me,  is  eridentlj  writtoiiy  as  it 
professes  to  be*  by  some  person  who  has  seen  us  in  the  oonnBif 
the  year  1815,  or  rather  1816  :  it  is  equally  erideiit^  that^ti 
vrite  it  was  a  late  thought,  pci'haps  inspired  by  reading  tta 
auto-bingraphy«  (which  is  genuine)  when  the  drcnmflteMai 
w  hirh  it  pretends  to  delineate,  were  almost  fiM'gtftteu.    Unj 
have  been  furbished  up  with  alterations,  additional  and 
lisliments,  so  as  to  form  a  sort  of  dramatis  narratiye^ 
ing  to  read*  but  where  times  are  confounded,  and 
fable  strangely  jumbled  together.  In  a  historical  novel  or  ^ 
dy.  tiiis  license  is  permitted  or  taken,  but  the  author  gOMral^ 
apohigizes  for  it   I  cannot  tliink  it  should  be  practiaed  in  real 
life,  and  on  living  and  feeling  beings.  When  I  was  on  a  vi- 
sit  to  Paris,  about  tliiTe  years  since,  I  h^ard  Madame  do  Yil* 
lette  complain  of  some  publication  of  Lady  Morgnn'%  Tory 
flattering  to  her.  but  bringing  her  name  disagreeably  fiirwaid 
**  Rile  m*a  imprimie  rtrr/'  was  her  expression.  I  alao  ii*»iw|iMi 
that  I  am  **  printed  aftrr,**  notwithstanding  the  veiy  haadsoHa 
things  which  are  said  of  me. 

This  writer  s|K'aks  of  a  party  to  St  Germain's.  He  deacrihas 

nie  as  sto|)|)ing  suddenly  at  tlic  gate  to  relate  the  interview  I 

had  with  Napoleon.     He  is  right  as  to  the  ^aoOv  bat  addi^ 

<'  'Hie  circumstances  of  the  intei-view^  as  she  repeated  them  la  m 

at  the  moment^  vrert  exactly  thcse^* — and  not  one  of  them  nreeor- 

rect    He  also  makes  me  ask  the  arrears  of  mf  penahiu    He 

makes  my  son  absent  at  tiie  army  at  tiie  time.    Nnpohea  had 

set  off  for  the  army  befoi*e  my  son,  and  never  again  Inmted  in 

tiie  fon-st  of  St  Gennain's.    He  proceeds:  ^  On  onr  tiefnroia 

<<  the  evrning  to  Paris^  a  murmuring  under  voice  tf  rwmer 

«<  spread  like  uUdfire^  the  apparition  of  Mipolean  an  the  sAsm 

*^  ^  France  ;**  and  continues  to  describe,  minutdyy  the  efbd  it 

had  on  my  mn.    Is  it  pei-mitted  to  romance  at  this  rate?  At  the 

time  of  the  return  of  Napoleon  from  Elba,  my  son  waa  in  Ynrnk 

Flanders  with  General  Bagneris,  inspector  of  tiie  troops  tteHb 

to  whom  he  was  aid-de»camp ;  tiiey  were  both  in  active  eernot ; 

communications  were  instantiy  stopt  between  that  ud  Faii%> 

&c.  Rumors  tiiey  had  heard,  but  the  flrst  poattive  ia(Wiigw» 

they  received,  was  the  flight  of  the  royal  family  te  Chantr  It 
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this  18  not  a  dUar  aUbi^  then  ¥ra8  I  a  distinguished  Iawyei*'s  wife 
for  nothing. 

In  his  very  pretty  description  of  my  home,  he  says,  <<  Hurt 
were  pcrtraiU  of  htrulj  wAen  a  giH.  eminently  beauHfuU*  It 
is  hard  upon  me  to  be  obliged  to  contradict  this*  and  I  wish  I  had 
got  some  **$(Aednle$  made  of  my  beauty;  JDem,  two  dark  gray 
eye$  with  lids  to  tkemf**  for,  of  a  trutht  no  such  portrait  ever  ex- 
isted. But  a  portrait  of  me  there  certainly  was,  (it  is  at  pre- 
sent in  Edinburght)  and  one  of  my  sons  in  the  uniform  of  the 
Lyceum.  They  were  both  done  by  a  young  Irish  lady,  who  was 
learning,  and  had  just  begun  to  paint  in  oil  colors,  from  nature. 
She  coaxed  me  to  sit  for  her,  in  the  year  1809.  I  was  bom  on 
the  17th  June,  1769,  and  was,  I  must  own  it,  in  my  fortieth 
year.  Did  my  Biographer  take  this  for  the  portrait  of  a  girl  of 
fifteen,  and  eminently  beautiful,  too!  He  continues — '<  Fortraits 
of  a  eon  and  daughter  the  had  last  a  very  few  years  before.^* 
Now,  fie  upon  this!  Alas!  tliere  never  existed  any  image  of 
my  lost  darlings,  but  tliat  engraven  on  their  mother's  heart 

He  proceeds  to  recount  a  visit,  on  which,  he  says,  he  accom- 
panied me  ^one  day  to  a  French  lady^  who  had  done  sonuthing 
very  dtroer^  and  all  but  scandalous.  We  found  the  lady  in  bed  ;^ 
and  concludes,  <<  8he  laughed  heartily  at  my  surprisef  and  addedf 
that  the  first  Hmi  she  had  witnessed  such  a  seenCf  she  mistook 
the  tender  inquiries  of  a  Chevalier  FrancaiSf  making  a  morning 
visit  to  a  pretty  woman,  for  the  gallantry  of  the  family  apothe- 
cary f  putting  professional  questions  to  his  fair  patienf  This 
is  intolerable  fabrication.  I  suppose  he  meant  merely  to  enliven 
and  diversify  his  tale,  but  must  I  declare,  seriously,  that  I 
never  knew  any  such  person  as  is  here  described ;  never  went 
with  young  gentlemen,  visiting  ladies  in  bed,  and  never  spoke 
in  the  flippant  and  disrespectful  terms,  which  he  attributes  tome, 
of  that  people  who  gave  me  hospitality  for  near  twenty  years  ? 

But  there  is  no  part  of  the  article  which  offends  me  so  mucli, 
as  that,  in  which  he  speaks  of  my  marriage  with  my  venerated 
friend,  Mr.  Wilson;  and,  I  must  say,  that  he  seems  ver} 
thoughtless,  not  to  say  careless,  whose  feelings  he  may  wound, 
provided  he  makes  a  story.  What  a  hackneyed  and  common- 
place novel  scene  is  the  following: 

^' I  called  on  her  the  day  before  Oat  Jbcei  Jkt  her  ^"-te. 
She  happened  to  be  aUmo,  amdpmmi$ual^  j 
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Hme^  that  I  had  $een  her^  dressed  in  vJUie.**  Now,  I  ksve  Bot 
worn  or  posscsHod  a  white  dress,  except  a  rooming  wrafmer,  fir 
upwards  of  t^xinty-five  years ;  it  would  have  been  no  ham  if 
I  had*  nor  is  it  worth  speaking  of;  but  the  fiturt  is*  I  lum  not. 
«*  I  felt  slightly  shocked  at  tlie  instant^  by  the  tratuiiimu'*  What 
moi-c  could  Russell  or  Emmet  have  said«  eighteen  yean  beion? 
«.Vy  eye  passed  involuntarily  to  the  portraii  of  IbnCi  wiUdk 
hung  imnudiately  before  her;  she  rose^  and  retired  im  sBmet  md 
in  fairs/*  (He  is  nac  blate.)  **Mxt  day  the  marriage  ink 
place  in  the  chapel  of  the  British  Embassy.** 

Now.  I  would  venture  to  stake  my  head,  though  I  ba¥B  no 
recollection  of  the  circumstance,  that  this  sentimental  aoem  ii 
nothing  more,  than  tliat  this  gentleman  called,  (if  he  called  al 
all.)  perhai)s  early,  as  lie  states  a  little  after,  or  pohapa,  »- 
conreniently,  and  found  nic  in  my  wnqiper,  and  ttat  I  have 
gone  away  and  sent  my  son  to  him.  As  for  where  his  eje  nuf^ 
glance^  I  certainly  never  noticed,  but  I  can  anawer  fcr  i^  he 
brouglit  no  teai*s  into  mine.  1  was  past  tlie  age  for  thom  preUir 
ncsscs.  and  my  feelings  were  of  a  more  elevated  character. 
liVlien.  near  tlie  close  of  my  half-century,  I  accepted  tibe  pro- 
tection of.  and  united  my  fate  with  that  roost  pure  and  Tirla- 
ous  of  human  beings.  Tone,  in  heaven,  and  his  son,  on  eaitky 
were  approving  witnesses,  lie  is  now,  also,  gone,  to  teU  Tone 
how  faithfully  he  fulfilled  die  tinist  reposed  in  him. 

But  how  is  this  interesting  visit  to  be  reconciled  wifli  fle 
passage  which  follows  it  almost  immediately? — *^  7Ae  last  day 
I  saw  them  together ^  (my  son  and  me,)  was  signalized  by  thai 
act  of  bad  faith  which  astonnded  Europe^  S^e.  I  have  said  thai 
Mrs>  Tone  resided  in  the  Fauxbourg  St  Germain^  near  the  ypper 
gate  of  the  Luxembourg  garden.  Intetiding  to  leave  Paris  w  the 
course  of  the  morning.  I  went  to  call  on  her  at  a  raiher  eariy 
hour;  the  posts,  as  I  approached^  were  much  more  Mtnmgbf 
guarded  than  usual,  and  on  coming  to  the  door^  Ifmmi  ike 
house  occuiried  by  military,  who  refused  admUtameem**  He  then 
pro(*ecds  to  describe  the  death  of  Marshal  Ney,  and  his  acamnk 
of  that  horrible  murder  is  quite  correct  I  had  returned  at  that 
time  to  my  Pays  Latin,  for  quiet  and  safety ;  but  that  aoniuig 
the  court  yard  and  offices  of  the  house  I  lodged  in»  end  Urn 
surrounding  houses,  were  all  filled  with  soldieray  who 
stationed  there  to  be  in  readiness,  but  who  did  not 
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who  diose  it  from  passing  in  and  out  Now,  mjr  biographer 
sUtfs  this  to  hare  been  "  tht  la*t  day  he  law  ui,"  Riid  that  be 
came  "tariy,  to  take  Uave,"  previous  to  his  leaving  Pnris. 
Connected  with  such  a  public  event,  one  would  think  thei-c  rnuM 
be  no  error  here.  Marshal  Ney  was  sltot  on  the  7tli  December, 
1815.  Mr.  Wilson  did  not  come  to  Paris  till  July  following, 
•nd  our  marriage  totdi  plac«  on  the  19tii  August,  1816,  as  may 
be  seen  in  the  Edinburgh  Evening  Courant,  of  lliursday,  391h 
August  1816,  which  Iks,  at  jNTsent,  before  mo. 

Fmu  n*  ahnli  thH  wfaiB*  dlac,    ' 
And  dosD*  be  diipuled. 

The  whole  account  of  his  visit  to  me  the  day  before  my  mar- 
riage,  is,  tlierefore,  drawn  tnun  his  imagination ;  but,  indeed, 
it  is  neither  fair  nor  delicate,  to  bring  me  before  the  public  in 
tliis  manner.  Vague  reports  I  sliould  never  have  thought  of 
answering ;  but  this  wntn-  is  so  very  circumstantial,  and  so 
WRHig,  pretends  to  SO  much  intimacy,  which,  he  says,  "par- 
OaUar  tireumatana$  admitted  kim  to,  from  the  Jtrit  moment:" 
that  he  forces  me  to  speak  fur  myself,  for  the  first  and  fur  the 
battioM. 
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CHAPTER  L 

Jnivol  md  Arviee  ol  Aod  ^Horfar^yh^M  Jlfarvi  SI,  fo  .4^ 
CO,  181S. 
JUmA  7, 18IS.  It  was  on  a  lovely  morning,  eariy  ia  the 
Spring  of  1813,  Uwt  I  took  brawdl  of  my  poor  motber,  at  Brie 
Comte-Robert,  on  Qierowl  to  Troyes,  and  proceeded  to  join  fiie 
depot  (head  qtiartert)  of  my  ngiment,  at  Gray  in  Lower  Buiw 
gandy,  (DqMrlmoU  rf  tiu  Upper  Saone.)  I  will  not  attempt  to 
deecribe  the  minted  variety  <tf  my  sensatkHU  of  pain  and 
]4easiire,  laonched  An*  tbelrattime  on  die  world,  and  ttilnking 
of  ray  past  career  and  ftatuVproqiect)!.  An  exile  from  infimcy ; 
by  tiie  time  I  had  nacbed  my  sixtb  year,  I  had  followed  my 
parents  from  Ireland  to  America,  Gemaoy,  Holland,  and 
Vnmx ;  eleven  years  I  bad  aftmrards  spent  in  study  and  se- 
clusion in  the  Dniversity  of  Paris,  and  one  twdvemontb.  (dur- 
ing the  years  1807  and  8,)  in  travelling  over  America  and  the 
mmiQt  of  FkmnoB.  Twenty-seven  months  of  severe  preparation 
in  thr  Military  Arailfmy  nf  Ht.  (iorniuinV,  hail  nerved  me  for 
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my  prorr»iif)iK  And  now,  just  coming  on  my  22d  **eiir,  foimgf 
and  slight  looking  for  my  age.  but  full  of  ard-  and  htOfpcB, 
and  conscious  that  I  had  an  honorable  name  oo  sniqiorty  mj 
military  character  to  estalklish  amongst  strangersy  and  to  de- 
sone  the  title  of  a  Flinch  citizen  and  officer*  which  Napo- 
leon had  just  gi'anted  to  me  in  consideration  of  my  faAcr'a 
services,  I  \i  as  entering  the  busy  stage  of  life,  as  a  Sub  LiiBa* 
tenant,  ( CornW,)  in  the  8th  Chasseurs  (Fd^ers, or  I4ffAt  Ifamy-* 
1  peifnrmed  the  journey  on  horseback,  in  delightful  weatbcTf 
tlirou,c;h  the  plains  of  Chuin]uigiie  and  Burgundy;  enjoying  in 
tlie  exuberance  of  high  healUi  and  s]nrits,  my  liorae,  (a  beautifiil 
and  Aery  little  war-coui-ser,  of  Arabian  biredf  whom  I  had  tifin- 
ed  inysi'lf,  and  called  Solynian.)  my  arms,  my  unifomi*  flie 
smiles  of  tlie  country  lasses^and  tlie  defeiTnce  paid  by  the  fana- 
ei*s  and  innkee|)crs  on  tlie  nmd,  to  the  dashing  apjicanuice  of  a 
young  olIitTr — I  Wcis  a  Tortnight  fui  the  way, 

•March  xSl,  1813.  On  my  lurival  at  the  depot,  I  wasreociTdl 
with  the  givatest  conliality  by  my  brotlier  officers.    ladnd^ 
whatever  was  the  i-ensoti,  both  in  the  Military  Academy  and  ill 
the  army,   I  soon  became  a  kind  of  iK*t  with  my  chiefs,  cnm- 
rades.    and   soldieis,     1  believe  they  felt  kindly  towards  an 
adopted  child  of  the  army,  and  the  scm  of  one  ot  their  old 
Ciener.ils,  who  liad  |KM'ished  in  the  cause  of  France.  Perhaps  ny 
youtliful  and  slight  ap]>ear<inre,  and  a  certain  college  baafafid- 
ness  and  timidity,  which  1  could  scarcely  ovei*comc  in  societyt 
pnMluced  a  favorable  inipirssion  uimn  tlicm.     On  my  parly  I 
liked  the  frankness  and  guiet}  of  my  companions.     I  was  kind 
tu  my  soldiers,  and  loved  to  s|K'ak  with  them,  for,  in  the  French 
army,  tliougli  the  giratest  ivspect  is  pi*escrved  for  rani^  yet 
tlieiv  d(N's  not  exist  tlie  same  unconmmnicating  distance  between 
ofHrers  and  privates  as  in  other  services:  which  will  be  readily 
c(mcei\ed,  when  \\c  i*emeniber  that  nine  outof  ten  of  the  fonMr 
i-ose  fnmi  the  ranks,  and  that  tlie  coiuscription  filled  the  files  of  tiiB 
latter  with  men  of  birth  and  education.  My  comrades  l^^m^^f* 
g(MNl  iiaturedly  at  my  ])aasion  for  books,  which  was  very  mndh 
out  of  their  line,  but  they  weiT  pleased  witli  my  zeal  and  ttttefr^ 
tion  to  my  duties,  and  my  constant  readiness  to  assist  them  In 
theii*s.  By  cmnmon  consent  my  w  ar  name,  {nam  de  guerre)  ^ 
Peiit  Ijoup,  (Little  Wolf,)  by  which  1  had  been  chriatoMl  «t. 
St.  GeniiHinN.  was  confirmed,  and  by  that  dcnaminatton  l^nmn^v 


APPENDIX— PART  IIL  597 

popularly  known  to  the  end  of  my  senice.  It  never  recurs  to 
my  memory  without  wakening  my  warmest  feelings  for  tlie  mili- 
tary frankness,  bilui^,  and  good  nature,  of  my  brave  com- 
rades. 

I  was  immediately  employed  in  tbe  Council  of  Administra- 
tion, and  in  the  instnictitm  of  the  rerruits :  And  heavy  work  wo 
had,  in  both  ot  these  departments.  By  a  long  course  of  economy 
and  good  administration,  the.  Coundt  had  accumulated  consider' 
able  funds  and  materid.  All  were  now  required  to  reorganize 
tlie  regiment;  for  that  fine  corps,  which  liad  for  several  year* 
been  attached  to  the  army  of  Italy,  and  had  marched  900  strongs 
(of  whom  the  youngest  soldier  had  seen  four  years*  service,]  to 
the  Russian  rampugn,  was  reduced  to  about  sixty  privates  and 
fifteen  officen  on  its  return.  Tliis  disproportion  iKtwcen  the  loss 
of  the  officers  and  privates,  which  1  liave  liad  frequent  occasiunn 
to  obsene  in  the  subsequent  disasters  of  tlie  Grand  Army,  wwi 
not  to  l>e  attributed  to  tlie  Icnser  hardships  or  better  accommo- 
dations of  the  former ;  tlicy  sharcl  in  all  the  perils,  and  in  all 
the  fatigues  of  their  men.  But  their  superior  moral  courage 
bore  them  through  privatinns,  under  which  ttic  otiiers  sunk  in 
despondency. 

In  the  course  of  a  single  month,  we  received,  trained,  clothed, 
armed,  equipped,  and  mounted,  upwardsof  400  recruits.  Imust 
hen  animadvert  on  a  great  defect  in  their  repartition  betvi-cen 
the  several  services  of  the  army.  Sufficient  attention  was  not 
paid  to  their  previous  habits  and  qualificatioa^  Whikt  num- 
bers of  the  cMMcripU  of  our  immediate  neighborhood,  (Alsatia 
andFrancbe  Conitv.)  where  the  peasantry  aro  all  horsemen 
from  their  childhood,  were  marched  olT  in  the  infantry  and 
artillery;  we  received  ouis  from  the  valleys  ttf  the  Alps  and 
Cevenncs,  Aoste,  Tvrea,  the  Doria.  and  Cantal.  Those  moun- 
taineers, who  would  have  made  excellent  light  infantry,  had  no 
conception  of  a  hone,  and  gave  us  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  I  wa.i 
chiefly  employed  in  training  tbem,  because  I  could  make  them 
nndentand  me  in  Italian.  As  noon  as  our  men  could  ride  and 
manieavre  in  some  order,  I  was  marched  off  with  a  detachment 
td  tiiree  officers  and  fifty-seven  men  of  my  own  regiment,  and 
one  (deer  and  thir^^even  men  <^tho6Ui  rhasseurs,  tojointbo 
Grand  Army,  whkb  was  jnt  coouMncing  its  operations.  Wc 
look  ourdrjiaptHrr  w  ihr  soth  of  April. 
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CHAPTER  IL 

Firsi  Campaign  of  1813  and  tmee — From  JprU  15tt  te 

lOth,  18  IS. 


Jlpril  15  to  June  10.  Before  I  enter  into  flie  detafl 
cnmiiaignA,  it  will  be  necessary  to  give  an  idea  of  tte 
ntati'  of  affairs.  On  tlie  15th  of  April,  Napokon  Ml 
on  the  S5th«  joined,  at  Erfiirt,  the  head-qaarten  of  Ua 
which  had  fallen  back  to  the  Saale*  under  flie  oonnand 
gallant  Prince  Eugene,  Viceroy  of  Italy.  On  Ike  9i  Majr 
after  some  bloody  actions,  in  one  of  which,  flie  Dukff  of  lilrii 
(Marshal  Bcfusiercs,)  was  killed — he  defeated,  at  Latnn,  w¥k 
170,000  men  of  raw  te^wps  and  without  caTalty,  WO|60I 
Russians  and  Prussians,  commanded  by  the  Emperor 
der  and  Ring  of  Prussia.  Pursuing  the  enemy  with  Ua 
rapidity,  on  tlic  8th  he  entered  Dresden,  where  he 
on  the  1 2th  by  the  King  of  Saxony,  On  the  19th,  tOlh^ 
filst,  he  foiiglit  the  desperate  battles  of  Bantm  aad  Oli^ 
litz,  in  the  last  of  which  fell  his  friend.  Marshal  Dntie^  (IMv 
of  Frioul,)  and  by  the  first  of  June,  had  reached  the  huiharf 
the  Oder,  A  truce  was  tlien  concluded  by  the  interporitfsa  rf 
Austria ;  indeed,  both  parties  were  so  exhausted,  that  it 
imimssible  for  tlicm  to  proceed  further,  and  whilst 
were  pending,  botli  began  to  rally  and  recmit  ail  their 
During  this  astonishing  campaign,  which  seeoMd  torsMni 
in  a  moment  tlie  disasters  of  the  Russian  war,  and 
ascendency  of  Naimleon,  our  weak  and  half  trained 
never  allowed  to  engage,  I  have  heard,  that  at  Latun^ 
but  one  regiment,  in  line,  (the  10th  hussars,)  whidi,  dP 
was  kept  in  reserve.  The  numerous  cavalry  of  tte 
though  foiled  in  eveiy  charge  by"  the  firmness  of 
fantry,  covered  his  retreats,  and  prevented  onr  Tictariea 
being  decisive. 

On  tlic  201h  April,  our  littlo  detachment,  nlMtj«€||^ 
strong,  liad  left  Gray.    We  traversed  the  valiegm  of 
and  the  Palatinate,  where  I  critically  stndied  the  ieli  |[f 
of  Kayserslautem,  the  theatre  of  one  of  tiie 
of  lloclie^  my  father's  friend.    At  Mayenoe^ 
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uf  Mayt  we  heard,  with  feelings  of  great  impatience^.of  the 
battle  of  Lutzen — ^we  trembled  lest  every  thing  should  be  over 
before  our  arrival.  Tlie  numerous  detachments  of  cavalry 
which  arrived  from  all  the  depots*  were  here  formed  into  tem- 
porary regiments  {regiments  de  marche.)  to  join  the  anny.  At 
Hanauy  after  crossing  Frankfort,  we  were  passed  in  i*eview,  I 
believe,  by  General  Boursier,  a  severe  old  soltlicr.  I'hosc  w  ho 
had  wounded  or  negk^ted  their  liorsos,  were  condemned  to  maix*h 
on  foot,  and  I  liad  tlic  satisfaction  to  be  complimenteil  by  him  on 
the  state  of  mine,  wliich  he  said  were  in  better  case  Uian  tliose  of 
any  other  detacimient  We  halted  a  few  days  at  Dctlingen  to 
repose  and  exercise  our  men*  and  tlien  proceeded,  following  tlje 
steps  of  tlie  Grand  Army,  and  murmuring  at  the  news  of  every 
victory  in  which  we  did  not  share,  through  Fulde,  Eisenach, 
Gotha,  Erfurt^  Weimar,  Jena,  Roclilitz,  Dresden,  where  wo 
were  informed  of  the  tnice«  and  passed  in  review  by  Napoleon. 
From  thence  we  mai'chedon  to  quarters  on  the  frontiers  of  Sile- 
sia and  Bohemia. 

June  lOto  August  10.  During  tiiis  truce,  we  were  quartered 
in  the  rich  and  beautiful  valleys  of  Silesia,  exercised  witliout  in- 
termission and  reinforced  every  day,  till  the  regiment  was  raised 
to  500  men.  We  were  brigaded  witli  the  6th  chasseurs  (Colonel 
Count Talhouet,)  and  the  6th  hussars,  (Colonel  Prince  de  Carig- 
nan, )  under  General  Chastel,  and  attached  to  the  corps  of  Count 
Victor  de  Latour  Maubourg.  I  might  hero  insert  some  inter- 
esting details  on  the  character  of  the  Fronch  soldier  in  quarters, 
which  has  been  so  mucit  misrepresented.  The  fact  was.  tliat,  in 
every  village  where  we  lodged,  our  men  became  universal 
iavorites.  Good  natured  and  gay,  instead  of  insulting  or  op- 
pressing the  country  people,  they  assisted  in  their  labors, 
eqiecially  in  those  of  die  women,  with  whom  tliey  danced  every 
evming,  and  who  were  very  fond  of  tlieir  guests.  The  good 
boorsy  satisfied  with  their  pipe  and  beer  pot,  wero  too  plilegmatic 
to  rival,  or  even  to  be  jealous  of  them.  They  smiled  good  na- 
taredly  at  French  vivacity  and  childishness,  and  we  lived  in  the 
greatest  concord  with  them.  The  cruel  ravages  which  ensued 
after  the  recommencement  of  hostilities,  and  which  are  equally 
attributable  to  both  parties,  were  inevitable,  wlwB  im 
that  one  million  of  men  were  contending  ia  » 
rountry,  and  that  the  flight  of  the  liuifci  9 
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Tillages  nducod  the  armies  to  starvation  and  dnpaift 
the  regimeiit  in  which  I  sen'ed,  I  can  attest  that  I  ne«cri 
instance  of  plundering,  except  for  provisions;  and  Ihr  ttfl»iffs 
always  gave  a  receipt,  vrhen  the  magistrates  coald  hi 
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Jiicamd  Campaign  of  1813 — Part L— From  Jlugn^  lOtft  Is  Af^ 

tember  Sd  or  Atk* 


IntroducHoiu — At  the  close  of  this  trace,  our  fiwoas 
to  between  3  and  400,000  men,  French,  Italians.  Bnissb  B*ii% 
Saxons,  Westphalian9«  &c.;  we  had  even  some 
guese,  and  Irish  battalions  in  our  ranks.  Our  csvilij 
amounted  to  near  40,000  men ;  but  soldiers  and 
full  of  ardor,  were  but  half  trained  and  unable  to 
tinued  exertion  and  great  fatigue.  Marshal  Davonst  (1 
Eckmuhl)  had  recovered  and  occuj^ed  Hamhnrg ; 
Oudinot  and  Victor,  (Dukes  of  Reggio  and  BelluM^) 
rals  Rertmnd  and  Ilegnier,  covered  Magdeburg 
burg :  tlie  great  mass  of  our  army  was,  howevert  tosiMis  tts 
riglit,  in  Lusatia  and  Silesia,  under  Marshals  Neyt  (FrtaJea  tf 
Moscowa. )  Macdonald,  (Duke of  Tarentc,)  Mannont  ttsi  Motb 
tier,  (Dukes  of  Ragusa  and  Trevise,)  Muiut,  (Kingcf  Ni|ll%) 
and  Prince  Poniatowsky.  But  tlie  enemy  had  made  eqnpidbsfai 
liis  forces  were  still  more  numerous  than  ours,  and  thodsfeeltal 
of  Austi-ia  rendered  ou  r  position  beyond  the  Elbe  mlnsmljiali 
cal.  as  her  dominions  gave  to  our  adversaries  tibe  ■eanaif  i 
irig  us.  In  Arst  line,  the  Emperor  Alexander,  wifli  MO»OQO. 
siaiis  and  Austrians,  occupied  Bohemia  and  was  ia  oar  nK| 
Bernadottc,  with  1 20,000  Russians^  Prussians  and  flmiilaB,  iii 
vercd  Berlin,  and  was  opposed  to  our  left;  and  Bhrtasy^irMh 
1 00, 000  Prussians,  was  in  Silesia  and  in  our  ftunti  Mi 
reserves  supported  and  reinforced  them  each 
avenue  was  open  to  their  advance  or  retrealt. 
aded  garrisons  of  Dantsic  and  Grlogan* 
hold  out  most  gallantly,  could  oppose  no  im] 
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inairh.  Posted  in  the  centre  of  these  forres,  we  might*  indeed^ 
for  a  time,  be  stronger  than  tliem  on  any  point,  by  bearing  all 
our  means  upon  it,  but  our  reinforcements  and  convoys  could 
only  reach  us,  by  prolonging  and  lending  their  flanks  to  tlie 
H'hole  hostile  frontier  of  Bdiemia. 

But  I  intend  not,  nor  liave  I  the  means,  to  give  an  analysis 
of  tliis  stupendous  campaign.  It  is  but  little  that  a  subaltern 
officer  can  see  or  know  of  the  movements  of  the  great  body, 
of  wiiich  he  forms  such  an  imperceptible  atom ;  especially  in 
the  light  cavalry,  where,  detached  from  tlie  main  army,  he 
has  frequently  no  communication  with  it,  and  hears  nothing  of 
its  reports.  I  have  been  in  many  an  encounter,  the  result  object, 
and  details  of  wliich,  I  did  not  learn  till  months  afterwards.  I 
have  preserved  no  notes ;  I  cannot  ascertain  the  jH-ecise  date  of 
each  fact ;  and,  writing  merely  from  memory,  wish  only  t4> 
state,  as  far  as  my  recollection  will  senx  me,  the  particulars  of 
those  actions  which  I  saw,  and  wherein  I  particiimted.  The  only 
book  which  1  can  consult  at  present,  for  dates  and  pailiculars, 
is  Baine's  History  of  the  Wars  of  the  French  Revolution,  aii 
estimable  work,  and  impartially  written  for  an  Englishman,  but 
wherein  1  have,  nevertiielessi  found  some  errors  and  inaccu- 
racies. 

iv  SiunA--Aiiginc  10        As soon  as  hostilities  commenced,  we  rais- 
BUck  Huim!!^ii^.    ed  on  all  sides  our  quarters,  and  for  the  first 

iDMbcf Battle  of    timebegantoftiToiMifttf  by  brigades  and  divi- 

Ixewenbcif Batde    sions  in  the  open  air.   The  novelty  of  it  was 

of  GoidbetK.  ^^^  pleasant  On  tlie  1 9th  August,  Blucher 

pushed  a  reconnaissance  to  the  Bober,  and  our  light  troops  fell 
back  on  the  main  army,  advancing  under  Napoleon.  Tlie  first 
action  which  I  witnessed,  was  a  rencontre  with  the  black  Hus- 
sars of  Prussia,  who  had  just  driven  in  a  party  of  the  £5th  chas- 
seurs. We  baited  and  charged  upon  them,  driving  tiiem  back 
in  their  turn,  with  a  very  trifling  loss  on  our  side.  Our  young 
recruits,  who  had  never  seen  fire,  went  to  the  charge  with 
great  resolution,  but  I  observed  that  numbers  of  tliem  fell  08* 
their  horses  in  the  skirmish,  by  their  saddles  turning  over,  when 
they  attempted  to  strike  with  the  sabre.  They  had  neglected  tu 
tighten  their  girths,  as  every  good  horseman  should  do  before 
an  action,  and  two  or  three  times  a  day,  on  a  long  march. 

\ou  11—76 
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Wc  continued  to  retreat  through  tlie  mountunsy  haltiqg  md 
forming  repentedly,  and  had  to  stand  some  cannonadinf^  I  waa 
spattered  by  the  blood  and  brains  of  two  men  of  my  ooopaajy 
rrarried  off  behind  me  by  a  slanting  cannon  shot.  It  waa  nqr 
first  action*  and  1  was  so  intent  on  keeping  my  ooantenanoQ^ 
(standing  as  I  did  in  front  o(  my  platoon,  eager  to  catch  aad  vfr- 
peat  with  a  bold  and  clear  voice  every  word  of  ooiiiiiuuid«  aai 
thinking,  like  a  young  man.  that  every  eye  was  fixed  on  me^)  thali 
thongli  my  heail  fluttered  a  little,  I  declare  1  had  no  tiao  ti 
think  of  danger. 

At  night  wc  halted  on  a  ridge,  divided  from  the  eneaqr  bj  a 
small  ravine  and  rivulet  I  commanded  our  outposts;  tmjmm 
were  as  new  to  this  service  as  myself,  and  very  much  flrigjMeBed 
at  mounting  their  first  guard.  As  I  performed  my 
one  of  my  vedettes  hailed  me,  but,  in  his  trepidatknu 
waiting  for  my  reply,  fired  off*  his  carbine  at  me.  Instan^jt  tha 
last  vedette  I  had  past  returned  the  fire,  and*  during  a  9bw 
minutes,  it  was  iTpeated  all  along  the  line,  whilst  I  stood  in  tha 
middle  of  them.  I  ivmained  motionless,  as  my  heat  dumce ;  and^ 
luckily  it  was  pitch  dark:  but.  to  my  great  vexatlonv  tiio  abm 
was  given,  and  all  the  brigade  mounted  and  formed.  Uowevav 
the  circumstance,  when  explained,  only  furnished  matter  «f 
laughter  for  next  morning. 

Next  day,  on  Napoleun*s  approach,  tlie  enemy  retreated  aad 
we  followeil  in  our  tuni.  On  tlie  morning,  (i  HbinlL  of  the  filfll 
August.)  wc  joined,  at  bi*eak  of  day.  Napoleon  and  the  maasaf 
tlir  «irmy  on  tlie  lieiglits  of  Lcewenberg.  Wc  witneaaed  a  nuf- 
iiificcnt  cannonade  from  one  ridge  to  anotha^-4t  was  a  OMSt 
iiwt'ul  Kcene.  I  saw  several  ammunition  wagons  blown  up^  and 
whole  i*anks  carried  off  close  to  us.  Our  voltigeurs  (li^t  in- 
fantry) plunged  down  into  the  valley,  and  up  into  tlie  woodsy  and 
by  bush  fighting,  gained  tlie  opposite  summit  and  flanks  of  tha 
rnemy.  I  will  not  deny  that  my  heart  beat  with  a  stra^gs 
animation,  when  tlie  cavalry  received  orders  to  fidlow  tins^ 
under  the  fire  of  our  batteries,  whicli,  crowning  flie  ridgi^ 
thundered  all  the  while  over  our  heads.  I  believe  tiien  veie 
upwards  of  two  hunditsd  pieces  firing  on  each  aide,  I  ca^ect- 
e<l  a  general  charge,  but  the  actipn  turned  oot  a  mer 
nonade :  tlie  prudent  old  I'russian  retired  from  ridge.tp 
and  we  could  never  bring  him  to  close  quarters. 
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Next  da^,  S3d  Aagnst  Napoleon  received  notice,  that  whilat 
Blacher  was  thus  drawing  ua  towards  the  Oder,  the  mans  of  the 
Austro>Rus8ian  army,  concealing  its  march  behind  the  moun- 
tains of  Bohemia,  was  fatlingon  Dresden  to  cut  off  our  reserves* 
oar  atana,  and  our  communications  with  France.  He  instantly 
set  off  for  Dresden,  leaving  tiie  command  of  the  army  to  Mar- 
shal Macdonald,  .(Duke  of  Tarcnte,)  with  orders  to  despatch 
after  him,  with  all  speed,  tlie  Imperial  guard,  and  the  Bower  of 
the  tnx^ie,  especially  the  cavalry.  We  were  detached  to  the 
left,  and  I  marked,  for  the  6nit  time  with  pain,  the  ravages  et 
war,  in  the  smoking  ruins  <^  those  very  viUages,  where  we  had 
been  so  hospitahJy  quartered  during  the  two  previous  months. 
They  were  deserted  and  burnt  Even  our  soldiers  "^nimUsd 
pity,"  as  they  thought  of  tiie  kind  bows  and  comely  lasses 
whom  they  had  parted  from,  a  few  days  before. 

On  the  2Sd  of  Aogust,  we  received  a  sudden  notice  that 
Blucher  was  turning  back  upon  us,  and  that  a  division  of  our 
infantry  was  attacked  and  almost  overwhelmed  by  superior 
fbrces.  We  pushed  on  rapidly  towards  Goldberg,  and  deploy- 
ed suddenly  on  the  flank  of  the  enemy,  tu  the  great  relief  of 
our  infantry,  which  was  beginning  to  give  way.  The  Prus- 
sians had,  however,  timeto  fwm  three  squares,  flanked  by  artUlo- 
ry,  and  covered  by  the  old  camp  which  the  Duke  of  Ragusa's 
corps  had  occupied  during  the  truce.  But  our  brigade  perform- 
ed, on  tbisoccasion,  as  brilliant  a  charge  as  any  which  our  oldest 
soldiers  could  remember  in  their  previous  service.  The  ene- 
my began  his  fire  too  soon,  he  faltered,  and — darting  throu^ 
the  smoke  and  through  the  old  camp,  (our  Colonel  at  our  bead, 
giving  the  first  sabre^la^,)  we  fiuriy  rode  down  two  squares, 
plunged  in  the  valley,  ascxnded  flie  hill,  with  shouts  of  Vive 
PEmpereur,  and  brandished  swords,  and  had  it  been  possible  to 
rally  there,  would  have  cut  down  or  taken  the  tiiird  square. 
But  at  this  critical  moment  the  fire  of  a  couple  (^  howitzers, 
loaded  with  gnpe  shot  and  discharged  at  twelve  paces  distance, 
made  oar  frnmost  wheel  to  the  right-about,  and  before  we 
eould  (am  again,  the  foe  had  retreated  in  wder  — In  this  action, 
I  received  my  ftrst  wonnd,  (a  rncrn  contusion.]  from  a  gr^ie  sliot. 
We  aaed,  !■  charging,  to  twist  oar  fatf^  horse-cbwks  into  a 
thick  ro|K'  itnd  frt-sU-n  Uicra  over  tin-  icll  shoulder  mid  uiuiii'  itw 
right  oi-in  like  a  belt    The  ball  plcrcnl  (levenlecti  Mds  of  tlic 
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cloak  and  flattened  on  my  left  shoulder.  The  Boldien  8aid»  after 
the  battle  that  **  Petit  Lcnp,*^  must  be  **ndcoegh^  (ban  witfi 
a  caul  on  my  head)  from  a  common  superstition,  that  suck  ncn 
are  invulnerable  to  tlic  effert  of  fire  arms.  I  was  not  ten  psoes  froa 
the  hoiKitzer  ^  hen  1  was  struck.  1  counted  tiiem  already  as  my 
ovnii  peculiar  prize,  and  never  felt  such  rage  and  disappojnttnt 
as  when  I  saw  my  chasseurs  turn  tlieir  backs.  On  our  retiinii  a 
number  of  Prussians  rose  from  the  heaps  of  dead,  wliere  we  had 
iwle  down  their  two  flc{uarcs,  and  fired  upon  us»  but  fliejr  mm 
cut  down  effectually  as  we  rallied.  It  was  reported  that  eiea- 
ing.  (but  I  cannot  answer  for  the  correctness  of  camp  repQrtl^) 
that  4.000  dead  were  counted  on  the  fieJd,  sabred  in  lees  (haa 
ten  minutes.  We  took  several  colors  and  prisoners ;  and  mf 
Colonel  promised  that  I,  and  anotlier  young  cdteer  from  St 
Germain's  who  served  in  the  regiment,  should  be  decorate^  oa 
the  fii*st  occasion,  witli  the  cross  of  the  Legion  of  Honm*, 

The  French  and  Prussians  fought  in  tliis  action*  and  ia  iwrt 
of  their  subsequent  engagementSv  with  an  uncommon  dcfpee  «f 
animosity,  such  as  was  not  seen  in  our  encounters  with  the  ESqg- 
lish,  Russians,  or  Austrians,  where  a  good  deal  of  mataalooart* 
esy  wasdisplayed  on  both  sides.  Butin  the  con  test  betweemMaad 
them,  mutual  wrongs  seemed  to  call  forth  the  personal  fc*^y 
of  both  parties.  Tlie  Prussians  had  been  severely  hambkd not 
the  batUe  of  Jena.  They  have  a  high  national  splrit»  and  bid 
lost  a  gi*eat  military  fame.  On  the  other  side,  they  had  proitBi 
of  our  distresses  in  Russia  to  exercise  a  cruel  retaUafioBy  aat 
massacred  our  unfortunate  wounded  and  frozen  strag^ers  ii 
the  very  walls  of  Kcenigsberg.  The  pride  of  omr  soUieri  wm 
irritated  at  tliis  sudden  insurrection  of  an  enemy  whom  tiiej  bid 
so  completely  concpiercd. 

Upon  the  carnage  of  this  action,  I  must  make  anather  ahav- 
vation.  The  French  have  been  accused  of  ferodtgrt  aad  the 
rharge  may  appear  founded,  from  tlie  unsparing  ftary  with  wbiA 
they  generally  fight  on  the  field  of  battle.  The  bti  ia,  Oat  tbflf 
engage  in  combat,  body  and  soul ;  they  are,  daring  <liak  In 
in  a  stite  of  temporary  intoxication,  and  seldom  tUid^, 
cially  in  a  charge,  of  giving  or  asking  qoarler ;  tiieir  cqr  ii 
«» KUl  I  kill  /  kiU  r  When  the  action  is  over,  this 
tlic  natural  humanity  of  their  nature  prevails,  and  to 
and  prisoner  I  have  always  seen  them^  tender  aad! 
never  insult  nor  abuse  them. 
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NeiAcT  the  battle  of  Goldberg,  nor  that  of  Loewcnberg  are 
mentioned  in  Baine's  histbry,  (Book  IV.  Chap.  XXIU.)  whidi, 
I  tliink,  ia  not  quite  fair. 

toSuwTAnBwn-  On  the  S4tb  Aagost 'We  received  sudden 
s^wmt^Ts  «  t.  "f^*"  *•*  countennarch  on  Dresden.  We  pcr- 
S»tUa  of  Dmdnu..  lortDed  thifl  forced  inarch,  of  one  hundred  and 
BUBi*n...DiftM  twen^milc8,infourdarH;proceedingdayand 
Bohemk  ■pdanM  "'S''*  "***'  •capcely  One  moment  of  repose, 
oTciarB^da.  Under  pourtng  rains,  and  through  swelling 

floods,  which  werepeatedlf  had  to  swim  over.  Our  fatigues  were 
incredible,  CommandiDg  tiie  vanguard,  I  had  to  lead  in  ford- 
ing the  Sober  and  the  Si»«e ;  no  pleasant  achievement  for  one 
who  could  not  swim.  We  lost  upwardsofone-third  of  ourregi- 
ment  on  the  way,  from  their  horses  fiuling  undertbem ;  and  the 
roads,  completely  ruined,  were  strewed  with  carcasses  of  steeds 
and  men,  left  to  rot  on  the  ground,  and  fragments  of  wagons, 
and  broken  guns.  We  began  too  to  suffbr  from  famines  fur  the 
■tovenents  of  the  army  were  too  rapid  for  provisions  to  follow : 
andwedcpended  onchancefor  onrdaily  food.  Since  theopening 
of  the  campaign,  we  had  not  received  one  ration  <rf  bread — our 
French  soldiers  sadly  missed  ttidr  soup ;  and  we  subsisted  on 
the  cattle  we  caught  and  the  vegetablea  we  dug  up  and  broiled  in 
oar  nightly  bivouact. 

In  ttiia  state,  on  the  fourth  day,  ve  crossed  the  bridge  of 
Dresden,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  27di  Angust,  whilst  the  battle 
was  yet  raging  on  the  surrounding  heights.  At  that  moment 
an  officer,  galloping  over  the  bridge,  called  oat  to  us,  «  Com- 
rades, do  you  know  the  news?" — "What!  Wliat!" — "Morean 
is  with  the  enemy,  Mureau  commands  them!" — "Jiol  No! 
Impossible!"  was  tlie  general  cry;  "  Tia  a  story  of  Buona- 
parte, who  hates  him.  Mnreau  would  never  fight  against 
Franco." — ^Well  would  it  have  been  for  Morewi,  could  he  have 
beard  that  cry,  it  was  a  noble  burst  I  leave  the  comment  to 
the  heart  cJ  every  reader,  adding  only,  that  my  regiment  was 
one  of  Moreau's  <dd  favorites,  and  that  out  <rf  its  twenty-two 
oOcera,  eigMem  were  Tetnmaa  (tf  his  school,  risen  from  the 
ranks.  When  the  fact  and  bli  deatJi  vara  nHtcrtainf  d,  through 
Ihp  report  of  pnaoncrs,  liia  name,  by  a  taril  agreement,  seemed 
brgotlea,  and  was  never  taaAkmfi  •r-^m.    It  struck  ou  their 
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hearts  like  a  family  shame.  Moreau  had  great  populairty*  but  in 
ralrulatiiig  upcm  it  the  Allies  forgot,  that  in  the  eyes  of  French 
sohliers,  his  desei-tion  would  cancel  all  his  former  merfti* 

The  battle  of  Dresden,  where  those  two  great  comimnden 
were  fairly  pitched  against  each  other,  had  began  at  fiMir  o^dock 
in  the  allternooii,  on  the  pinreding  day,  and  was  already  won 
when  we  arrived.  On  the  first  day.  with  the  Imperial  gnardf 
and  about  thirty  thousand  men.  Napoleon  had  stood  Ae  despe- 
rate assaults  of  the  whole  Austrian  army ;  but  his  reinfiiroe- 
ments  arrived  every  hour.  On  the  second,  he  sallied  out  and^ 
perceiving  a  great  defect  in  their  pasition,  broke  through  their 
centre,  and  foired  their  two  ^ings  to  ivtreat  separately.  Hub 
retreat  had  begim  by  two  oVlock.  and  we  only  had  to  join  fai 
the  pursuit.  TUq  number  of  prisoners  was  immense;  whole 
squares  laid  down  their  arms,  not  on  the  ground,  but  Id  the 
mini,  without  firing:  indeed,  their  powder  was  ufiaerviccaUB 
fi*om  the  rain.  In  charging  on  them,  we  could  not  ezdtB  ear 
jad(*<l  horses  to  a  tnit.  Very  unlike  the  PnissianSy  fliey  riMfwed 
but  a  faint  spirit  of  hostility,  and  wiien  surrenderingv  as  thcj 
did  in  crowds,  unironnly  shouted,  **Vive  Marie  LomMi^^  tl^ 
conciliate  the  French.  In  the  evening.  I  saw  Napoleon  rPtDn- 
ing.  in  his  giTy  riding  coat,  diipping  wet  with  the  flap  of  his 
cocked  hat  hanging  down  over  his  neck,  and  bowing  tD  the 
long  colunnis  of  prisoners. 

The  pursuit  lasted  till  it  was  pitch  dark,  and  we  then  haHedf 
under  the  i*ain.  in  a  field  full  of  corpses,  without  fire,  fbod,  or 
covering,  for  ouiselves  or  our  horses.  In  tlic  nighty  as  I  lay  in 
the  mud.  xsitli  my  bridle  in  my  hand.  I  felt  a  man  by  me;  I 
laid  my  check  on  his  stomach,  as  a  pillow,  and  slept  soundly 
till  the  dawn  bi'eaking,  I  discoveixHl  that  he  was  an  Anflftrial^ 
whose  lirail  and  right  shoulder  were  carried  dean  off  by  a 
cannon  bullet:  and  there  he  lay  under  me,  a  clotted  mass  of 
gore,  brain,  and  mashed  bones.  I  was  past  the  feeling  of  hor- 
ror, but  I  started  up  in  disgust 

The  acc<iunt  of  that  battle,  in  Baine*s  Historyi  is  very  inoor- 
rect  lie  speaks  of  a  drawn  action  on  the  28th,  after  ttat  of 
the  2rth,  and  states  that  tlic  French  fell  back  on  DreadeOf  Mid 
the  Austrians  on  Topplitz.  The  fact  is,  tiiat  the  defeat  of  Iha 
Austrians,  on  the  27th,  was  as  complete,  and  Ae  diaorder  if 
their  army  as  great,  as  that  of  our  own,  after  the  hattfo 
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sick.  The  number  of  prisoners  which  fell  into  our  hands  on 
that  and  tiie  following  days  was  cuiTcntly  reported  at  40,000, 
besides  killed,  wounded,  and  missing ;  but  I  know  from  the 
official  registers  at  Erfurt,  that  28.000  passed  tiirough  tiiat 
city,  on  their  way  to  France,  besides  those  who  died  or  escaped 
into  Bohemia  on  their  way  to  it 

Our  brigade  maile  part  of  the  corps  detached  in  pursuit  of 
the  Austrians.  During  the  28tii,  29th,  and  30th  of  August,  we 
(bllowed  them  into  the  mountains  of  Bohemia ;  masses  of  pri« 
soners  and  convoys  of  baggage  fiJling  every  hour  into  our  hands. 
We  had  some  skirmishes  with  them ;  but  they  generally  retired 
in  great  haste  and  disorder,  and  opposed  very  little  resistance. 
On  the  first  night,  one  of  my  men,  called  Micono,  a  Piedmon- 
tese,  who  was  flanking  tlie  regiment,  lost  his  way  in  the  woods. 
Led  by  the  light  of  a  bivouac,  he  fell  in  witli  a  party  of  seven* 
teen  Austrians  and  one  Russian,  cooking  their  suppers.  He  gave 
himself  up  for  lost,  as  he  frankly  confessed  to  me,  when,  to  his 
great  surprise,  they  rose,  threw  down  their  arms,  and  begged 
for  life.  The  Russian  alone  seized  his  gun ;  Micono  gave  him 
a  slash  across  the  face  and  he  yielded.  He  made  them  march 
in  file  before  him,  and  joined  us  next  morning  with  his  eighteen 
prisoners. 

At  this  time,  I  suflfered  an  almost  ludicrous  distress.  My 
clothes  were  literally  in  rags ;  my  leather  pantaloons  had  rotted 
with  the  wet,  and  burst  at  the  fire  of  tlie  bivouacs.  I  had  no 
means  of  recruiting  my  wardrobe,  as  I  could  not,  with  pro* 
priety,  share  in  the  little  booty  which  tlie  soldiers  took  from  the 
enemy's  baggage,  and  had  not  one  penny.  At  length  one  of  my 
men  gave  me  a  pair,  from  the  portmanteau  of  an  Austrian  offi- 
cer, slain  in  skirmish.  Poor  fellow!  it  contained  his  albumf 
filled*  according  to  tlie  German  custom,  with  love  verses,  sen- 
tences, and  quotations,  in  the  handwriting  of  young  ladies. 
If  I  could  have  discovered  his  family,  and  found  an  oi^x>rtu- 
nity,  I  would  have  sent  it  to  them  to  Vienna  ;  for  I  know  tlie 
value  of  such  keepsakes.  But,  as  will  be  seen  hereafter,  1  lost 
it^  along  witli  all  my  o\^ii  baggage. 

We  eiyoyed,  during  a  day  or  two,  the  plenty  of  those  beau- 
tiful valleys,  which  no  enemy  had  rifled  since  tiie  wars  of  Fre- 
derick the  Great  Ignorant  of  what  was  paaaing  eLmrfaerc^  we 
deemed  that  Napoleon  was  foUowii^  m^  wbA  ^ 
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soon  be  on  the  high  road  to  Yicnnii.  We  knew  not  thaf^  on  Ik 
S3d.  tlie  Dukes  of  Reggio  and  Beilune  had  been  *Wffatwi  hj 
Bernadotte«  at  Gross  Bercn  and  Baruth,  and  had  repaaaed 
tlie  Elbe ;  and  that,  on  the  CGtiu  (tlie  very  day  cm  which  the 
battle  of  Dresden  began,  and  two  days  after  we  had  kfl  the 
army  of  Silesia^)  Marshal  Macdonald,  in  a  moat  bloody  and 
desperate  action,  had  been  completely  routed  by  BhicbeTf  and 
pursued  from  the  Katzbach  to  tlie  gates  of  Dresden.  The  ene- 
my took  103  pieces  of  cannon,  I89OOO  prisonersy  and  all  Us 
baggage,  and  numbers  were  drowned  in  the  awcdn  waten  of 
the  Bober  and  Spree.  These  disasters  had  compelled  Napoleon 
to  forego  tlie  purauit  of  the  Austrian  army,  and  turn  hia 
lion  to  the  North.    Marshal  Mey  was  dctarhed  against 
dotte,  and  Marshal  Marmont  against  Blucber.   Vnndanune^ 
with  about  30,000  men,  left  to  obsen'e  the  Austrianfly  engaged 
himself,  imprudently,  in  tlie  mountains.    On  the  30th  or  Slat^ 
rallied  in  tlie  valleys  of  ToppUtz,  recovered  fivro  their  panics 
and  animated  by  the  news  of  the  success  of  their  alliea,  thqr 
fell  u]K)n  him,  with  ovei-^i helming  force,  suiTounded  him  in  the 
valleys,  ami,  after  a  desperate  resistance,  cut  to  pieoea  the 
greatest  part  of  his  infantry,  and  took  the  General  fcima^f, 
about  10,000  prisoners,  and  60  pieces  of  cannon.  Some  diviahinBi 
by  a  furious  effort,  broke  tlirough  tlie  passes  and  ^wcaped  hi 
Dresden. 

Advanced  as  we  were  in  Bohemia,  and  detached  from  Yaa- 
dammeVs  corps,  the  position  of  our  brigade  became  very  criticaL 
We  were  cut  oflT  from  our  maui  army,  and  the  whole  Anatriaa 
force  was  intei-posed  between  us.  We  were  sqon  surrounded  by 
tlieir  light  troops.  Our  General,  like  a  man  of  spirit,  ke|pt  19  a 
running  fight  from  mountain  to  mountain ;  but  at  night  we  had 
the  pleasuiv  to  behold  Uie  enemy's  bivouacs  forming  a  complete 
circle  of  fire  sill  uruund  the  horizon.  They  made  aure  of  ns  in 
tlie  morning.  At  that  moment  discovering,  luckilyy  an  old  pea- 
sant, we  brought  him  to  General  Chastel,  who  compdkd  him 
to  undertake  our  guidance,  placing  him  between  two  tmalgr 
soldiers,  with  orders  to  cut  him  do\^ii  if  he  betrayed.  The  hoar 
swore  there  was  no  way  but  through  the  enemy'a  qnarlerB. 
But,  as  it  was  pouring  rain  and  blowing  veiy  hard*  wo  reaolv- 
ed  to  ti-}'.  Leaving  our  fires  to  decei^xthefoe,  and  placing  aoma 
Germans  at  the  head  of  our  column  to  answer  tiirir  nentpe% 
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we  entered  a  long  village,  where  every  house  was  blazing  with 
lights  and  filled  with  soldiers  ;  their  sentries,  who  were  proba* 
blj  sleeping,  with  their  backs  to  the  wind,  did  not  hail  us  in 
entering ;  Indeed,  the  measure  was  too  audarious  to  be  foreseen. 
It  was  not  till  we  issued  at  the  other  extremity,  and  our  rear 
guard  was  filing  out,  that  we  were  recognized  and  fired  on  by 
the  guard,  who  ran  away.  Without  staying  to  reply,  we  plung- 
ed, at  a  hard  trt>t,  into  the  forest,  and  could  hear,  for  an  hour 
afterwards,  their  drums  and  trumpets,  and  discern  the  flaring 
of  lights,  moving  to  and  fro.  The  alarm  was  given,  but  the 
bird  had  flown.  We  marched  all  night,  joined  Murat,  the  King 
of  Naples,  next  morning,  at  Frayenwald,  or  Ippoldiswerdat 
(I  forget  which,)  and  were  attached  to  his  corps.  On  this  occa- 
sion, I  WHS  again  promised  the  decoration  of  flie  Legion  of 
Honor.  This  retreat,  which  reflects  g^reat  credit  on  the  General, 
is  a  proof  of  what  light  cavalry  may  attempt,  when  conducted 
with  boldness,  coolness,  and  presence  of  mind. 


Part  IL^From  Sdor4th  September  to  October  1st. 

IiUroductunU'^Bj  this  time,  the  fatal  plan  of  tiie  allies,  sug- 
gested, I  believe,  by  Bemadotte,  began  to  develop  itself.  The 
attack  on  Dresden  was  a  bold  but  premature  attempt :  fliey  paid 
dearly  for  it  They  were  now  more  cautions;  and  surrounding  us, 
witli  every  focility  of  advance  and  retreat,  wished  to  exhaust  us, 
by  forced  marrJies  and  movements,  before  they  united  for  any 
decisive  operation.  I  have  not  tiie  presumption  to  pretend  to 
penetrate,  still  less  to  judge  of  the  motives  which  engaged 
Napoleon  to  retain,  witli  such  obstinacy,  his  central  position  on 
the  Elbe ;  but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that,  from  the  moment 
that  Austria  had  declared  against  us,  it  was  untenable.  He 
was  like  the  lion  surrounded  by  Hottentot  hunters  :  ^hen  ho 
rushed  upon  one,  his  foe  sprung  back,  and  the  others  forced 
him  to  turn  round,  by  assailing  his  rear.  Wherever  he  appear- 
ed they  retired,  but  as  soon  as  he  was  called  away  by  somo 
other  attack,  his  Lieutenants  received  severe  checks.  His  brave 
but  half  disciplined  troopst  untrained  to  want  and  fatigue,  were 
daily  consumed  by  these  rapid  and  eccentric  raaiMNs 
a  ruined  ooontrj. 
Vol.  II— rr 
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Thf  desolation  of  all  tliat  rich  and  fertile  tract,  vAkA 
for  upwards  of  two  hundred  miles  between  the  Saale  and  OdcTf 
was  completed  by  these  movements.  They  were  bo  n^id*  tliat 
tiie  provisions  collected  for  tlie  service  td  the  campaign  cxNiM 
not  follow  tlie  army,  and  tlie  country*  (already  ezhanstod  by 
requisitions  to  fill  tlie  magazines.)  was  drained  to  italaatra- 
sourres  by  the  immense  consumptions  of  a  million  of  men  and 
horses,  livingon  what  they  could  glean  from  its  remaining  atorai 
Ibelievotliat  by  the  close  of  the  campaign,  there  did  not  remain  in 
that  counti*y,  (the  most  industrious  and  best  cultivated  quarter 
of  Germany,)  one  hamlet  one  hedge^  fence,  or  (garden*  entire^ 
nor  one  head  of  caltle«  The  cloufled  sky  was  illuminated  every 
niglit  by  tlic  conBagration  of  villages.  And  yet  I  believe  flme 
were  few  iastances  of  wilful  outrage  ;  but,  (besides  the  inevita- 
ble accidents  of  war,  and  burning  of  villages  from  siielbr 
in  tlie  daily  actions  which  took  place.)  tlie  frightened  peaaantix 
had  fled  to  tlie  woods  and  mountains,  ia  every  direction;  tke 
harassed  soldiers,  of  both  iiartics,  who,  after  fightmg  all  day, 
arrived  at  night  in  desei'ted  quarters,  ransacked^  with  boniiBg 
flambeaux,  every  corner,  for  provisions  and  forag!e»  and  pulled 
the  houses  to  pieces,  in  their  despair,  for  fuel,  I  have  seen  oar 
bivouac  fires  fed  with  mahogany  furniture,  pianos^  pidnreiy 
and  looking  gla5;s  frames,  and,  what  was  worse,  with  the  house- 
hold tools  and  implements  of  husbandry  of  the  poor.  And  who 
could  check  such  excesses  in  a  famished  crowd  of  armed  men? 

Hie  patience  of  our  poor  soldiers,  and  their  devotion  to  Na- 
poleon, under  all  this  distress,  were  wonderful.  Their  honndlcw 
attachment  to  him  was  one  of  tlio  purest  and  moat  diaintetcstBd 
of  feelings.  I  s]>enk  not  of  the  higher  ranks,  of  whom  a  greet 
number,  then  and  afberwanis,  disgraced  tlicmsdves  by  eeUdi 
calculations,  and  provetl  that  a  victorious  Emperor,  diatribnting 
rewards  and  honors,  was  very  different  in  their  eyes  from  one 
w  ho  required  their  support,  at  tlie  risk  of  fliose  very  fbrtsnes 
which  he  had  given  to  them.  But  tlie  common  soUiem*  and 
subaltern  ofiicers,  tliough  they  had  never  courted  him  with 
vile  flattery,  and  often  inveighed  against  him  with  the 
liberty,  were  aware  ot  the  gi-cat  cause  which  he  \ 
the  cause  of  the  independence  of  France,  the  cause  of  the 
volution,  and  of  tlic  prevalence  of  the  new  princq^ 
ment,  over  the  old.   Tlie  feelings  of  the  peasantry 
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of  France,  were  purely  patriotic,  and  they  were  unifonnly  at- 
tached to  Napoleon,  because  he  fought  tlieir  battles.  In  the 
midst  of  their  greatest  murmurs  and  sufferings,  his  sight  oi)e- 
rated  like  a  charm — ^like  a  sunburst  in  the  gloom  of  a  stormy 
day — and  however  dark  and  dispirited  tliey  may  have  appeared 
before,  their  frowns  would  clear,  and  they  would  instantly  sa- 
lute him  with  loud  and  cheerful  cries  of  «<  Vive  PEmpereur.^^ 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  remember  the  precise  date  and 
number  of  our  marclies,  countermarches,  and  skirmishes,  dur- 
ing the  month  of  September.  Tlie  following  abstract  is,  how- 
ever, as  close  as  my  memory  wiU  enable  me  to  make  it: 

ijr  LuiATiA  AVD  Bo.        On  the  4tli  or  5tii  of  September,  tfie  ca- 

LTIo'^lSTbrr:  ^'J'y*  "'«•'>•  ♦»'«  >^'»6  ^  Naples,  was  or- 
Two  ii.eaniont  in  Lu-  dered  across  the  Elbe,  to  repel  the  late 
Mtk  and  Bohemii—  advance  of  Bluchcr.  On  tliis  occasion,  and 
Skirmidiet.  several  times  afleniv'ards  during  this  month, 

I  rode  over  the  field  of  battle  of  Dresden,  and  observed,  with 
surprise,  that  the  corpses  lay,  during  the  whole  campaign, 
where  they  bad  fallen,  unburied,  and  in  steaming  and  corrupt- 
ing heaps ;  and^  what  is  more  singular,  unstripL  I  knew  tliem, 
at  leng^,  in  my  rides,  like  landmarks.  I  never  saw  dead  bo« 
dies  plundered  in  the  field ;  in  fact,  the  peasantry  had  fled,  and 
it  certainly  was  not  the  practice  in  our  armies.  I  had  conceived, 
from  English  works  and  novels,  a  most  erroneous  and  unjust 
prejudice  against  that  class  of  females,  who  followed  tlie  camp 
as  sutlers,  or  washerwomen.  We  had  very  few  in  our  army, 
but  so  far  from  plundering  or  murdering  the  wounded,  they  were 
always  ready  to  assist  them,  with  the  natural  humanity  of  tiieir 
sex,  and  I  have  always  found  them,  ttiough  coarse  in  their 
language  and  manners,  cheerful,  honest,  wordiy,  and  kind- 
hearted. 

On  our  arrival  at  Dresden,  we  received,  for  the  first  time 
since  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  a  ration  of  bread,  and  were 
passed  in  review  by  the  Emperor,  who  (prantcd  to  the  regiment 
ten  crosses  of  tlie  Legion  of  Honor,  and  several  promotions  for 
its  good  conduct  On  this  occasion,  I  experienced  one  of  those 
little  mortifications,  which  young  officers,  who  have  tiieir  way 
to  make,  must,  expect  to  meet  with,  aevcral  tfaMi 
succeed.   My  Colonel  did  not  keep  his  word  wiik 
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cross,  although  he  apologized  very  kindly,  obsening  that  I 
vas  very  young,  that  this  was  my  fii*st  campugiif  that 
sions  were  plenty,  and  tliat  1  should  soon  obtain  a 
but  that  old  servants  must  be  recompensed  first  To  tteae 
sons  I  had  nothing  to  reply:  for  1  think  that  a  man  atwaya 
makes  a  foolish  figui-e  in  complaining  that  justice  is  not  done 
to  his  merits.  Besides,  tliesc  crosses  were  all  given  to  sergeants 
and  privates,  of  whom  many  were  also  raised  to  the  rank  of  of-^ 
ficers,  equipiNMl  on  tlie  spot,  and  embraced  by  their  new  oora- 
rades.  I  believe  it  was  good  policy,  and  it  made  a  Y^ry  interest- 
ing scene.  I  must  observe  here,  that,  altliough  a  little  mortiAed 
on  tills  occasion,  I  never  had  any  reason  to  complain  of  any 
want  of  kindness  and  friendship  in  Count  Edmond  de  F^gordy 
who  was  greatly  beloved  in  the  regiment,  one  of  oar  bravest  qA- 
cers,  and  the  fii-st  in  every  charge. 

We  then  crossed  tlie  Elbe  for  tlic  tliird  time,  in  pnrsiiit  of 
old  Blucher,  wlio  retired  before  us.  Tlie  desolation  of  tte 
country  was  extreme.  I  remarked  the  toMn  of  Bisclioflbwcrday 
a  flourishing  and  pras])erous  little  manufacturing  citjTf  wUdi 
we  had  crossed  thniugli  in  advancing ;  it  had  been  set  on  fire  ia 
Marshal  Macdonald's  i-etreat,  by  tlie  shells  of  the  eoKmjf  and 
now  presented  a  smoking  heap  of  ruins.  In  tliis  incursiony  aad 
in  tlie  following  skirmishes,  we  remained  under  the  oommasd 
of  tlic  King  of  Naples,  and  I  could  not  help  admiring  the  per- 
sonal prowess  of  that  brilliant  and  fascinating  warrioTi  His 
eyes  would  sparkle  at  the  random  discharge  of  a  tirmillesr'k 
carbine.  Without  counting  the  enemy,  he  would  cry^  <*  CSIsv- 
sez  moi  cts  canailles  /d,**  (Drive  off  that  rabble.)  Nor  oonUIie 
refrain,  covered  with  gold  and  feathers,  and  remariLaUe  as  be 
was  by  his  singular  and  theatrical  dress,  and  tall  and  beautifiil 
appearance,  from  dashing  in  amongst  the  sharp  shooters.  He 
was  an  admirable  horseman  and  swordsman,  and  vfhm  he 
singled  out  some  wretched  Cossack,  would  dart  on  hiniy  like  a 
falcon  on  his  pi*ey.  I  must  add,  that  he  was  a  better  soldier 
than  General :  incomparable  in  a  day  of  action,  hy  his  dear 
sight  and  rapid  decision ;  he  was  too  careless  of  the  uMj  and 
subsistence  of  his  ti-oops,  on  common  occasions,  and  had 
undue  contempt  for  infantry  and  artillery,  repeating 
ly,  tliat  good  cavalry  was  always  sufficient  to  guard  fftsellL 
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About  tlie  7 til  and  8tli  September,  wc  wei*e  suddenly  recalled, 
and  repassed  the  Elbe,  in  all  baste.  In  con8ec|uence  or  the  tre- 
mendous defeat  of  Marshal  Ney,  by  Bcrnadotte,  at  Jutterbock* 
and  Donnewitz,  on  tlie  6th  of  September.  He  had  advanced  on 
Berlin,  with  70,000  men,  of  whom  a  great  part  was  composed 
of  foreign  trooiis.  He  was  engaged  with  General  Bulow,  when 
Bemadotte  came  up  with  10,000  horse  and  70  battalions:  his 
troops,  seized  with  a  panic  teri*or,  suddenly  broke  and  fled  in 
disorder;  their  loss  was  terrible.  Napoleon  then  concenti*atcd 
his  foi*ces,  still  waiting  for  some  favorable  opportunity.  Ney 
fell  back  and  i*allied  his  corps  under  tlie  walls  of  Torgau,  Mar- 
niont  at  Grossenliayn,  Macdonald  on  the  Spree;  whilst  Murat, 
witii  tlie  cavalry,  flew  constantly  fi*om  one  wing  to  tlie  other, 
from  the  fnuitiers  of  Silesia  to  those  of  Bohemia. 

On  the  13th  of  Se])tembei%  (as  1  find  by  an  old  letter  of  my 
own  to  my  motlier,  of  tliat  date,)  wc  crossed  the  Elbe  for  tlie 
fifth  time,  in  sup|M>rt  of  Marmont  and  Macdonald,  against  a 
new  advance  of  Blucher.  lie  retreated,  as  usual,  and  our  corps 
dwiiidle<l  every  day  with  starving,  sickness,  and  foi*ced  march- 
es. We  had,  however,  some  brisk  skirmishing  with  the  Cos- 
sacks, and  cannonading  at  Bautzen.  I  believe  it  was  on  that 
occasion  tliat  a  ludicrous  incident  raised  a  laugh,  amidst  all  our 
fatigue  and  disti*ess,  and  the  havoc  of  war.  Our  young  infantry 
placed  great  reliance  on  tiie  artillery,  and  were  never  satisfied 
till  they  were  flanked  by  it,  and  heard  it  begin.  An  old  Colonely 
impatieut  at  tlie  delays  of  tlie  ai'tillery  oiBcer,  and  at  the  bullets 
his  cor|>s  was  receiving  in  the  mean  time,  called  out  to  him, 
**  Why  do  you  not  ojieu?*'  <*  1  am  taking  my  protongementSf^^  ho 
replied,  (that  is,  in  technical  language,  calculating  tlie  line  and 
direction  of  my  fire.)  <<  Deuce  take  the  artilleiy,*'  cried  the  old 
Colonel,  who  did  not  understand  him,  <*tlicy  are  always  pro- 
longing and  prolonging.'' 

We  were  recalled  ii-om  tliis  incursion  by  an  advance  of  the 
whole  Austrian  army  on  Dresden,  tlio  14th  of  September, 
which  was  repelled  by  Na|iolcoii  in  (XTSon,  on  the  15th  and 
IGtlt.  This  forced  march,  in  which  we  crossed  the  Elbe  for 
the  6th  lime,  was  one  of  the  most  fatiguing  which  wc  had  to 
go  through.  On  the  way,  exhausted  by  beat  and  thim^  I  per- 
ceived a  neat  little  brick  bouse  by  the  road  side^ 
itmc  out  of  the  chimney,  and  tlie  windows  were 
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sight  in  these  moments.  I  dismounted  and  stqiped  iBy  iki 
to  get  a  drink  of  water.  For  some  time  I  called  in  irain^ 
wandeitMl  from  room  to  room.  At  length  some  gnmm  at- 
tracted me  to  a  door,  which  I  threw  apetu  There,  yeDoirf 
gaunt  and  half  naked,  immersed  in  filth,  and  buried  in  straw, 
about  half  a  dozen  of  our  poor  soldiers*  in  the  last  and  noet 
disgusting  stage  of  dysentery  and  typhus  fever,  liad  lain  down 
to  die  in  quiet  A  jug  of  water  was  all  their  provision,  and 
medicine :  the  stench  was  intolerable,  and  they  aeemed  in  the 
tliroes  of  death.  My  thirst  was  forgotten  ;  I  was  overoome^ 
almost  to  fainting,  and  rushed  out  in  the  open  air.  What  oouU 
I  do  for  them  ?  1  had  nothing ;  they  did  not  even  seem  to  peiw 
ceive  me.  I  remounted  my  horse,  but  the  image  pursued  me^ 
and  for  an  hour  I  could  not  recover  the  sickness  and  fidntnesi 
of  my  stomach.  I  thought  for  a  time,  that  I  had  can^t  tta 
infection,  but  indeed,  it  was  not  of  myself  tiiat  I  dtanMj 
thought  at  that  moment  I  believe,  though  the  incident  had  no- 
tiiing  vBiv  or  uncommon  in  it  that  it  was  one  of  the  greatest 
shocks  I  received  during  the  campaign. 

We  were  quartered  again  for  a  day  or  two  in  flie  nisenUe^ 
ruine<l,  and  deserted  villages  round  Dresden,  and  on  ear  oM 
field  of  battle.  Every  time  that  we  crossed  fliat  city*  where  we 
never  stopt  beyond  an  hour  or  two,  we  received  a  ration  of 
hi-e4id.  We  saw  very  little  of  Dresden:  in  fact,  alwaja  lodged 
in  hamlets  and  villages,  we  of  tlie  light  cavalty  had  but  few 
occasions  to  become  acquainted  with  the  cities  of  Genna^jy  and 
higher  or  more  polished  classes  of  society  of  tlie  oouitry  in 
which  we  ^-ere  fighting.  The  soldier  or  sailor,  wlio  impesb  ■ 
the  course  of  his  wanderings,  to  become  intimately  aoquidntsd 
with  a  great  variety  of  manners,  &c  will  find  himself  wohUy 
mistaken.  Engrossed  by  his  professional  dotiesy  he  will  have 
little  leiHure  for  such  obscr^'ations. 
HioHT  Bank  of  thb        Qur  forccs  werc  now  still  more  coiiCB^' 

EL«.JOlh  September     ^.^^^     rj,,^^   ^^  ^^^^  ^j^^^     ^^  j 

to  lit  of  Oetobcr.  Ae-      ^,  .    .     .  •       ;  J^         ^^      •  «  V.       m 

tkmofMuhiberc-qinr-    tlimk  it  was  about  uio  SOfli  of  SqitoMcr 
cenofGroneniuiyn.        that  we  crossed  the  Elbe  for  the 
time,  to  reinforce  Marshal  Marmont  at  Groasenhayn. 
published  that  Bernadotte,  now  co-operating  witfi  BlnAei^ 
vanced  towards  that  quarter  from  the  Nortiu    Oar 
now  reduced  to  about  1,100  men,  and  all  composed  of 
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caTahy,  was  detached  several  leagues  in  adrance,  to  the  viUage 
of  Muhlberg,  the  same  where  Charles  V.  had  defeated  the 
Protestants  and  Elector  oF  &hvmj.  We  remained  there  two 
or  three  days.  The  Tillage  was  near  the  Elbe,  in  the  centre 
of  a  vast  plain,  surrounded,  at  a  distance,  by  woods,  and  we 
had  neither  artillery  nw  infantry  to  guard  it.  I  was  told  that 
ottr  General  remonfltrated  against  the  unfitness  of  the  position, 
but  in  vain.  We  were  thrown  forward  like  a  forlorn  hope.  We 
received  advice  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  in  great  force, 
and  sent  notice  to  the  Ring  of  Naples ;  his  orders,  as  I  was 
assured,  were  to  stand  as  long  an  we  could*  and  observe  them, 
and  then  foil  back  on  Grossenhayn. 

I  cannot,  as  I  have  already  observed,  he  perfectly  accurate 
as  to  dates;  for  I  have  no  notes  but  a  few  letters  wliicb  I 
wrote  to  my  mother  at  the  time.  But  I  cannot  be  abo^-e  two 
or  three  days  in  emM*.  I  think  it  was  about  the  S4th  Scp> 
tember,  that  thickening  clouds  ot  Cossacks  began  to  issue 
froin  the  vtiods,  and  a^lomerate  in  masses.  The  village  was 
tmtenable;  we  formed  eleven  squadrons  in  the  plain,  of 
which  our  r^ment  yet  presented  three,  and  the  skirmish  com- 
menced, lie  heads  of  the  Russian  columns  began  to  blacken 
in  the  horizon,  and,  alter  about  two  hours  skirmishing,  we 
commenced  a  retreat,  e»  etJnquler,  coverad  by  tirailleurs.  But 
the  numbers  and  boldness  of  the  enemy  increased  every  instant; 
fliey  were  supported  in  rear  by  their  fast  advancing  columns, 
and,  as  oar  disunited  line  was  breaking  by  platoons,  an  impetu- 
ous hurrah  was  made  upon  it,  the  enemy  driving  in  our  tirail- 
leurs, and  fbrcing  his  way  between  our  platoons.  In  a  moment 
all  order  was  confounded,  the  ranks  were  broken,  and  the  af- 
fair became  a  nutit ;  the  force  of  tlie  enemy  was  overwhelming, 
and  we  were  fairly  borne  down  by  the  torrent :  numbers  were 
killed,  flirown,  or  taken,  and  the  best  armed  and  mounte<^ 
rallying  in  small  masses,  cut  their  way  through  the  surround- 
ing fmstof  lances,  and,  botly  pursued  for  upwards  of  ux  milea^ 
fied  towards  Groasenfaayn.  My  Colon^  Count£dm<md  de  Per- 
igwd,  was  taken,  after  a  desperate  resistance,  with  one  half  of 
our  ulIiiTrti ;  liis  horse  IVrll  iimtcr  him :  about  si^venty  or  nglity 
mm  iifour  r^'giinont  gut  ofT.  ami  hU  mIio  rwcapod  of  the  whole 
hri^nde,  with  the  (ieneral,  were  about  three  hundreiL 
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In  no  action  had  I  been  so  closely  engaged,  hand  to  haad. 
1  cut  down  two  or  tJiree  Cossacks,  one  close  to  flie  Gemenif 
whom  lie  was  aiming  at,  but  was  twice  beaten  dowa  on  tbe 
neck  or  my  horse.  The  first  time  it  was  by  two  offlocra,  whoa 
I  took  for  FiTuch,  from  their  citiaks  being  similar  to  ooni  and 
allowed  to  come  up  along  side  of  me  on  tlie  bridle  hand,  iriien 
they  cut  at  me  with  their  salires,  crying,  **  Prisonnierl  Jfeadt 
/or 9  brave  Franfais;**  1  cried,  «*JV^,  jamais!*^  atteoqitiagto 
iTturii  tlic  stroke,  but  was  stunned  by  five  or  six  btowa  in  aa 
instant,  for  their  men  had  come  up.  The  speed  and  ferucltj  of 
my  Solynuin,  the  finest  horse  in  the  whole  brigade,  aa^ed  lae; 
one  of  tlicni  pricked  him  witli  his  spear:  he  flung  and  kicfcei 
about,  and  how  I  clung  to  him  I  know  not*  but  he  carried  ae 
oflf  like  a  fia<di  of  liglitning.    On  recovering*  finding  nyadf 
out  of  the  melie,  I  nished  on  a  wild  looking  Cossaclct  wiflb  a 
long  beard  and  spear ;  I  struck  up  tlie  point  of  liia  lanoe^  kat 
he  almost  felled  me  by  an  unexiicctcd  stroke  with  the  wood  of 
it,  and  made  his  cscajie.    I  was  joined  at  that  moment  hj  a 
little  tnmipetcr,  scarcely  fourteen  years  of  age,    crying  aad 
roaring.  '« They  have  taken  our  Colonel :  I  have  aeen  him  eat 
••down  by  a  dozen  of  them.  Oh  my  officer!  Let  ua  deliver  or 
••revenge  him."     1   followed  the  jioor  little  fellow  to  tte 
woods,  where  we  disro^ered,  tinitting  through  the  woodib  a 
Cossack  as  ugly  and  clumsy  as  my  last  antagonist.     I  apraag 
njion  him,  but,  as  I  stnirk,  he  threw  himself  off  his  hone,  nttor* 
ing  tiie  mast  piteous  pniyei^s,  with  uplifted  hands.    Mj  tam- 
peter,  seizing  his  horse,  crie<l,    ••Kill  him!  kill  him!^  Bat 
though  1  could  not  undei*stand  the  poor  wretch's  language^  I 
could  not  strike  a  pmsti*ate  man  begging  for  life ;  and  diamn- 
ing  my  hesitation,  he  siu'uiig  up,  witli  a  cry  of  joy,  and 
in  tlic  bushes,     1  then  pushed  on  tlii-ough  the  wood  with  flie 
raged  little  nnisician,  who  continued  to  roar  and  scold  OM 
letting  tlie  Cossack  escape,  till  1  pacified  him  by  making  Um  a 
present  of  the  horse,    (xathering  some  stragf^wsy  and  joiaiag 
some  oiiicers  of  the  6tli  Chasseurs,  we  rallied  about  fhrtgr 
or  our  three  i*egiments.    \\c  had  three  or  four  times  to  cat 
way  through  clouds  of  Cossacks.    At  longtliy  at  dnsk^  we 
ed  a  little  fni  ni,  buried  in  the  woods^  where  we  spent  the  aig|bb' 
I  found  that  I  had  received  three  sabre  cuts  on  the  almnliwrii 
and  ai*ms,  (none  of  them  dangerous^}  and  my  schako  waaipBt 
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«ii  my  bead.  My  cloak,  but  es])ccially  my  Solyman,  again 
saved  my  life  on  tliLs  occasion.  The  good  farmers  received  as 
very  bospitabiyy  and  gave  us  a  welcome  supper.  Tlieir  pretty 
daughters  expressed  a  great  deal  of  compassion  for  the  young 
wounded  officer,  dressed  my  wounds  themselves,  and  sat  up  witli 
me  all  night  Next  morning,  after  expressing  our  warm  thanks, 
we  proceeded  to  Grosscnhayn^  with  a  guide,  whom  they  pro- 
vided for  us. 

At  Grossenhayn  I  met  my  father*s  countryman,  CoL  Wm. 
Corbett,  then  Adjt  GenL  and  Chief  of  tlie  Staff  of  the  Duke  of 
Ragusa.  He  rendered  me  the  most  friendly  services,  and  sliarcd 
his  lodgings  with  me  in  the  best  house  of  the  city,  where  \i-e 
were  quartered  on  the  family  of  Miyor  De  Seidlitz,  of  the  Saxon 
Horse  Ghiards. 

On  the  next  day  alter  my  arrival,  I  was  ruffled  by  a  visit 
from  a  Chamberlain  of  the  King  of  Naples,  <<  aU  dinqnantf 
*^all  in  goldj^*  who,  after  many  smooth  compliments,  with 
many  holiday  and  lady  termSf  questioning  me,**  and  telling 
me,  *^but  for  those  vile  Cossacks  he  would  himself  have  been 
a  soldier f**  began  to  inquire  from  me,  ^  eonfidentiallyf**  whom 
did  I  really  deem  in  fiudt  in  the  late  **iimhappy  action.**  I 
was  literally  **  smarting  wUh  my  wanmds^**  and  replied,  ra- 
ther Hotspur-like,  <<That,  General,  Officers,  and  men,  wo 
had  all  done  our  duty,  and,  if  any  one  was  in  fault,  it  was 
he  wlio  had  placed  us  in  such  a  position  without  infantry  or  ar- 
tillery.'' Now,  on  this  occasion,  I  feel  it  due  to  declare  my  fiiH 
conviction  that  the  gallant  Murat  was  incapable  of  endeavoring 
to  tlirow  the  blame  of  his  own  imprudence  on  another,  still  less 
to  soiuid  an  officer,  for  secret  denunciations,  against  his  chiefs 
or  comrades.  But  I  fancy  this  court  parasite  thought  that,  by 
doing  it  himself,  he  might  please  his  master. 

During  tliis  period  of  repose,  I  must  render  justice  to  tlie 
kindm*ss  of  my  wortliy  hosts,  who  treated  mc  as  if  I  had  been 
one  of  their  own  children.  Hci*e,  also,  I  was  nurseil  and  com- 
passionated by  amiable  and  accomplished  young  ladies,  who 
read  to  me,  made  music,  and  iasLsted  on  my  writing  in  thrir 
albums ;  I  eiyoyed  a  good  bed,  a  good  dinner  every  day,  and 
change  of  linen — luxuries  of  ^hich  1  had  almost  lost  all  me- 
mory—Since tlie  opening  of  tlie  campaign  I  had  not,  for 
two  montlis,  taken  off  my  clotlies  nor  boots,  nor  slept  m 
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tent  or  roof,  but  bivoiiaqiied  every  night  in  true  Indian  or  Tar- 
tar Rtyle,  rrcquently  in  the  mud,  under  the  rain,  and  ^illwt 
fire.  The  man  who  got  an  old  plank,  shutter^  or  door,  to  lie  m, 
was  happy ;  and  he  who  gatliered  some  dry  straw,  TCETdkd  ia 
luxur}'.  Uur  meals  had  been  what  chance  afliM^ded  us,  gneraD^ 
a  piece  of  meat  broiled  in  the  ashes,  without  salt  at  bread; 
RoinetinicR  beets  or  potatoes  cooked  in  tlie  same  styk^  millEy  or 
boiled  cabbages.  Of  these  meals  we  never  had  but  one  In  the 
twonty-four  hours,  usually  at  daybi*eak:  for  the  day  was  spent 
in  marching  or  skirmishing:  nor  did  we  halt  and  pmcareoar 
provisions  and  fuel  till  late  in  the  evening,  and  cooked  then  at 
night.  They  were  frequently  interrupted  by  the  Cossacks;  kst 
I  must  say  tliatthe  trum|iet  never  roused  us  to  horse  nnwillini^y 
nor  found  us  unpi*epareil  but  once,  when  our  soldiers  had  had  the 
good  luck  to  find  some  imts  and  wei*e  boiling  their  aonp^  wiiidi 
tlicy  kicked  down  with  rage  when  summoned  to  arms.  The  priva- 
tions of  our  poor  steeds  grieved  us  more  than  oar  own,  Ibr  new 
but  a  soldier  can  conceive  the  intimacy  of  feeling  which  grows 
between  a  horse  and  his  rider  in  a  campaign.  Thej*  were  gen- 
erally fed  on  tlie  green  com  and  oats  mowed  down  in  Ae  fieU^ 
but  com|ielle<l  sometimes  to  eat  leaves,  the  thatch  of  cabblnSy  OTf 
woi*st  of  all.  the  popnlouM  straw  on  which  Russians  had  been 
sleeping  the  night  before,  and  which  made  our  akins  cndls 
when  we  approached  it 

It  may  be  asked,  what  are  tlie  charms  of  a  soldier's  life^  whiA 
comjiensate  for  those  privations?  This  is  one  of  those  quesHoai 
to  which  it  is  not  easy  to  reply  :  for  tliose  charms  depend  on 
feelings,  which  to  those  who  have  no  sense  of  tfaem,  it  is  impas- 
sible to  explain.  I  can  only  say.  that,  if  I  suffered  in  the  Mdf 
hours  of  hardship  and  fatigue.  I  also  enjoyed  hoars  of  great  hap- 
piness. Many  adelightlul  night  have  1  spent  by  the  biToaaclres» 
cheered  by  the  free  and  careless  converaation  of  my  brave  ooai- 
rades.  and  listening  to  the  tales  of  veterans,  often  replete  wi& 
varieil  ai^l  entertaining  information ;  many  anothert  smoUngpf 
pipe  in  solitude,  and  gazing  at  the  moon  and  fleeting  dondSf  in  tlis 
ex|HTtancy  of  some  gallant  action  in  the  morning.  The  thon|^M% 
and  recollections,  and  fancies,  that  would  crowd  on  my  mtoit 
at  these  moments,  arc  indescribable.  And,— -not  to  apeak eflba 
brilliant  scenes  which  shifted  each  instant  around  osi 
spirit-stirring  emotions  excited  by  martial  mnsic^  by  the 
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(if  trwqM  and  horses,  the  biiUiancy  or  amu  and  unifoms,  and 
Bound  of  artUlcrr  ; — can  any  thing  more  efibctually  rouse  the  fa- 
culties and  exertions  aC  tnaa  (and  Uwir  action  is  ei^oyment)  tlian 
the  very  animal  and  physical  energy  produced  by  continuiil 
advanture  and  enterprise,  and  by  living  and  wandering  in  the 
open  air  i  Is  there  aught  to  compare  to  the  light  carelessness  of 
Bpirit,  proceeding  from  the  very  uncertainty  of  fate ;  to  tlie 
conaciousnesB  of  mental  and  physical  power,  and  the  thrilling 
gratification  of  {H-ide,  in  braving  and  wrmounting  peril  and 
difficulty  1   There  a  no  room,  in  such  a  life,  for  the  txdhun 

Part  in— From  the  ItttoUtk  Odeber. 

Jntrodnetion. — In  the  beginning  of  October  this  gigantic  cam- 
paign was  evidently  drawing  to  a  dose.  Our  anny  was  greatly 
weakened  and  diminished,  but  Napoleon  had  drawn  in  all  his  di- 
visions around  Dresden,  to  prepare  for  some  future  effort,  orawait 
some  favorable  opportunity.  The  allies  had  alHo  drawn  closer 
around  ua,  and  had  received  great  rdnfbrcemcnts ;  Flatow  and 
Benningsen,  with  40,000  Russians,  had  lately  rejoined  the  Eoipe- 
tw  Alexander  in  Bohemia.  The  Austriana  were  preparing  to  in- 
vade Bavaria ;  Napideon  had  been  compelled  to  withdraw  his 
troopa  frmn  that  country  to  611  up  the  vacancies  in  hia  own  ar- 
my ;  and  the  King,  who  had  alwq^  been  our  faithful  ally,  was 
reduced  to  his  own  fwces,  (about  S9,000  men.) 

At  length  they  began  to  execute  their  great  plan  about  the 
5th  of  October.  Tbei  Emperor  Alexander  and  Prince  Schwartz- 
enberg,  with  100,000  Austrians  and  90,000  Russians,  advanced 
upon  Leipsick  from  Bohemia,  whilst  Bernadotte  and  Blucber, 
uniting  the  flower  of  their  anniea,  (about  130,000  Prussian:^ 
Buasians,  and  Swedes,)  crossed  the  Elbe  at  Acken  and  Dessau, 
and  advanced  from  the  North  to  co-operate  with  them.  Their 
object  was  obvious:  to  throw  thraoselves  between  us  and  France, 
cut  oB*  all  our  supplies,  and  compel  us  to  a  general  action  with 
vastly  superior  numbers.  On  hib  side  it  appears,  both  by  his 
movements  and  bulletins,  that  Napoleon  meditated  a  deep 
coimlcr-manccavrc  ;  to  ti-iuiHfiT  tin-  seal  'if  »ui-  lt»  Uie  Ixiwor 
Kibe,  aud  mtikc  Magdcburgti,  imtcul  uf  Div-silru,  the  rcnli-e 
and  pivot  of  his  qteratiaqs.  Tbia  |dao,  bad  il  not  been  drfcatnl 
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by  subsequent  events^  was  botli  judicious  and  fannidaUfli  It 
not  only  defeated  the  main  object  of  tlic  enemy,  that  of  interoept* 
ing  UHji  (for  giving  a  hand  to  DavouHt  and  the  Danesv  ha  upea- 
ed  a  new  and  safer  communication  with  France^  thitNi|^  Weat-^ 
p)  Alia  and  Holland*  and  yvvm  no  longer  flanked  and  avroaad- 
r-d, )  but  in  his  turn  he  cut  off  his  adversaries  6rom  PnuBia  and 
-  the  Noi*th  of  Germany,  and  the  whole  of  that  country  wmainri 
open  to  his  arras.  Above  ally  it  ti-ansferrod  his  army  Ihim  the 
mined  and  desolated  region*  where  they  weiT  starvingy  to  mm 
ground.  Evacuating,  therefore,  all  the  provinces  iMjond  the 
Elbe,  and  reralling  all  his  divisions,  on  the  7th  of  October  ha 
departed,  at  length,  from  Dresden,  for  the  last  time,  leaiingin 
that  city  a  garrison  of  18  or  20  000  men,  under  Mairiml  St 
Cyr.  Torgau,  Wittenberg,  and  Magdeburgh,  were  likewise  oo- 
I'lipietl  by  strong  garrisons,  and  Davoust  held  HanibiiE|^  with 
his  whole  army.  His  line  of  operations  was  thus  well  covcni* 
On  tlie  9tli  of  October,  tlie  two  great  armies  of  the  alUes  had  coai- 
picted  their  junction  beyond  Loipzick.  and  tlie  Saalf  nndontte 
lOth,  Napolcun  bad  his  head  quiiilers  at  Dubeiiy  betweoi  dMB 
and  tilt*  Kibe,  wliciv  he  cut  off  all  their  communications  withPiU 
siiu  In  fiict,  by  that  very  able  movement,  their  poaition  wafl^ 
for  a  moment,  nwtv  critical  than  ours. 

1  need  not  rejicut,  that,  in  this  brief  analysis  of  the  motkniaof 
bi>th  |Kirties,  I  write  from  those  public  documents  and  priYSlB 
iulbrmatioii,  which  1  did  not  acquii*e  till  several  months  aflnw 
waitls.  At  the  time,  confounded  in  the  crowd,  wo  blindly  exe- 
cuted niiAemeiits,  of  which,  wc  neither  knew  tlic  object  nor  con- 
nection.  1  w  ill  now  ivturn  to  my  private  memoirs. 

i.KFT  B*HK  QF  THE  Aftcr  enjoving,  for  a  few  days,  the  kind 

£"Ji^r:'^^^^^^^  hospitality  of  mv  good  hosts  at  Grossenhayn, 
ociobcr— (;uani  on  impatient  to  it  join  my  i-egimentf  I  repassed 
ibf  Kibe-Aciioni  cf  t|,o  Ej|,o.  for  the  eighth  time,  at  MeisacB, 
c  :«wiek.  it««iau  and  .^j^^,  j.^^^^^^,  ^^^^,  j^^.j     .^.  ^^^^^^  ^^j  quartewd 

Ackrn— KclrcHt      lo  ^  *• 

i^ipsiek.  in  Sax«»ny  1"  the  neighboring  villages.  To  mjr  great 
Rui-prisc,  the  sujierior  ofKcer,  Lespinassc,  who  now  coinnunided 
the  fragments  of  the  regiment,  i-eceived  me  witli  a  cold  nnd  dis- 
tant manner,  which  1  did  not  tliink  I  desenxd.  I  attribntati 
to  his  fear,  lest  my  boldness,  which  he  had  heard  o^  fldgbl 
judicc  the  King  of  Naples  against  the  regiment :  Ihr  Imt 
srmietJiing  about  indiscreet  conversations  at 
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convinced  that  such  an  appreliensi  "^  wronged  tliat  gallant 
Prince.  But  I  was  soon  consoled  by  tlic  warm  affection  and 
cordial  greetings  of  mjr  coraradea^  with  whom  Petit  Lmip  was 
as  great  a  favorite  as  erer. 

In  a  few  days,  oar  troops  having,  as  I  have  already  observed, 
all  evacuated  the  right  bank  of  the  Elbe,  we  were  narchMl  to- 
wards Twgau,  and  quartered  opiposite  to  tliat  fatal  plain,  which 
we  had  such  good  reason  to  remember.  It  was  still  occupied  by 
tiie  numerous  corps  which  had  beaten  us,  and  they  were  making 
demonstrations  of  crossipg  tiie  river.  The  General  here  requir- 
ed an  officer  to  command  a  forlorn  hope,  and  observe  his  nKne- 
meots,  with  £9  men.  My  commander  sent  me  to  him,  witii  my 
arm  yet  in  a  sling.  The  general  directed  me  to  occupy  a  little 
aandy  peninsula,  which  stretched  in  a  great  bend  of  the 
river,  close  to  their  porition.  I  observed,  that  the  ford  which 
Chartes  V.  had  crossed,  before  the  battle  of  Miihlberg,  lay 
some  distance  below  my  poMt,  and  tliat  the  enemy  might  pass 
there,  when  and  in  wliat  force  he  pleased,  and  cut  off  my  de- 
tachment; whereas,  attlicford,Icould  watch  him  nearly  as  well, 
and  have  my  retreat  secure.  "  Tour  business,"  he  replied,  "is 
*'  not  to  oppoHC  the  passi^^  but  to  give  notice  of  it,  and  if  one 
"  man  of  your  detachment  escapes  for  that  purpose,  your  duty 
"  will  be  performed." 

This  pitiiy  conclusion  admitted  of  no  reply,  and  feeling,  be-  . 
sides,  somewhat  flattered  with  the  trust  reposed  in  me,  I  strung 
my  mindtotheoccasion,  and  thought  of  the  brave  Schouardin.  In 
tlip  war  of  IiS  Vendee,  his  General,  defeated  by  the  Royalists, 
and  retiring  in  irttcr  disorder,  called  out  to  him,  "  ScbouaiiUn, 
'*  take  fiftr  men,  hold  ttie  defile,  and  ntop  the  enemy  till  you  arc 
**  all  killed." — **  Yes,  General ;"  was  Wis  sublime  reply,  and  the 
deed  was  performed,  witli  the  same  simpliiity  as  the  words  were 
pronounced.  Tliere  was,  however,  no  need  for  tliis  heroism. 
The  enemy  was  only  making  false  demonstrations:  for  the  mass 
of  Ids  army  was'^mssing  at  aiiutlier  spot  Tlii-s  was  about  the 
5th  of  October.  My  watch  was  disagreeable,  but  we  mere  not 
attacked.  As  there  was  a  battery-  on  the  other  shore,  and  I  had 
not  a  tree  to  cover  my  men,  as  besides  it  was  pouring  rain,  and 
wi-  hail  neillier  Bhcllvr,  fii-c,  imr  pnn  isioiit,  1  tlisjM-rsMl  liic  wliolc 
of  Uirm  by  rouplea,  up  t»  tlicir  mddlcs  in  the  water,  amongst 
1h«  flngn,  ncin,  and  ruriiea.   1^'V91t?irf  1  l^nt  the  w))olo 
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t\venty-foar  hours  of  my  guard  in  riding  backwuda  and  liar* 
wai*ds  along  tlieir  line.  The  enemy's  posts  and  sentrtea  fired 
wherever  they  saw  two  or  thive  of  us  together,  they  aeened  ti 
me  to  be  Landwelir  or  militia,  and  very  fond  of  shootiag ;  they 
discliarged  at  least  two  liundivd  musket  and  rifle  ahota  at  me 
during  my  rounds,  but  witii  little  danger,  as  they  find  acroaa 
the  Elbe.    The  night  passed  c|uietly,  and  I  was  reliered 

moniing. 

When  Na|ioleon«  on  tlie  inth,  had  surcecded  in  in 
himself  between  the  allies  and  the  Elbe*  General  Regnier 
detached  with  a  stixnig  coi-ps  of  FiTnch  infantry,  cavaby,  and 
ai-tillery,  and  Polish  laurers,  (who  had  just  made  a  great  hnmh 
on  the  Cossacks,  and  ativinendousslaughWrofthem,  under tha 
walls  of  Torgau.)  The  object  of  this  detachment^  of  which  va 
made  part  was  to  di^tniy  the  bridges  of  Bemadotte^  aai 
seize  every  passage  on  the  Elbe.  pre))ai*atory  to  the  movoBMit 
of  the  whole  army  on  its  right  bank.  We  ci*osscd  that  riTor  fer 
the  ninth  time  at  Wittcnbcri;,  a  fine  old  citv*.  I  thought,  as  we 
filed  through  its  stj-ects,  of  LuthtT  and  Melancthon,  of  Hamkt 
and  Horatio — 

"  //amW.  Am!  «hat  make  you  from  Wiitenbcif ,  Hnntlo  f 
ilortitio.  A  truant  disposition,  \gr)o6  my  Lord.*' 

as  I  mip;ht  have  said  of  mvst^jf  at  that  ver>*  time.  We  marched 
to  Coswick,  and  tlien  to  Kosslau,  where  we  had  severe  akir- 
mishing  witli  tlie  Swedes  and  Prussians ;  we  drove  them  acnm 
tlic  ri\er«  after  a  tit'menilous  cannonade,  and  burnt  the  bridge 
of  Dessau.  Fiinu  thiMice  we  pushiMl  to  Acken,  with  the  same 
purptisi^y  and  were  in  the  midst  of  tiie  cannonade,  when  we  re- 
ceived siKJiteii  rirdiTs  to  countermarch  in  all  haste,  and  proceed 
towanis  I^M|>/i('k. 

A  sudden  and  fHtal  news  had  determined  Napoleon  to  re* 
nounee  liis  fornier  plan,  'and  fall  directly  back  on  the  Bhine.  Oa 
the  8th  of  Octoiier.  tlie  Ring  of  Bavaria  iiad  declared  against 
ns,  and  his  army,  joining  the  Austrians,  proceeded  Rtraight  tD 
the  Mayn  and  ucru]iied  Fninkfort  and  Uanau.  In  justilkatioa 
of  that  rrihcc,  it  must  be  granted,  timt  he  gave  previous  natice 
of  the  distress  to  which  he  was  reduced :  and  oflTcred  to  msfpatt 
the.  war.  it'  he  received  i-cinrorcements  from  France.  Buttbit 
was  im|M)ssib]e. — ^Tlie  Bavaria}i  trooiKs  in  our  army*  behaved  alio 
with  gi-eat  honor.  They  retiiTMl,  but  refused  to  light  against 0% 
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aud  after  the  battle  of  Leipzick,  in*otected  the  retreat  of  a  part 
of  our  armjr  to  Torgau. — Our  position  now  became  untenable^ 
and  without  reinforcements  fhmi  France,  or  communication  with 
that  country^  our  means  were  too  exhausted  to  continue  the  con* 
test  much  longer.  The  Cossacks  pushed  also  a  hurrah  in  West- 
phaliay  and  took  Cassel^  and  we  were  almost  instantly  deserted 
by  all  the  Westphalians  in  our  army^^— On  this  occasion,  I  can- 
not help  thinking,  though  with  great  diffidence  of  my  own  judg- 
ment, that  Napoleon^  from  his  reluctance  to  abandon  his  German 
fortresses,  and  his  hopes  of  soon  returning  to  relieve  them,  and 
enclosing  the  enemy  between  their  garrisons  and  his  army,  com- 
mitted a  fatal  oversight  Though  it  was  evident  that  we  could 
never  reach  the  Rhine  without  fighting  a  general  battle^he  left 
within  their  ramparts  a  number  of  his  best  troops,  which  were 
sadly  mi&sed  at  Leipzick^  and  shortly  blockaded  and  render- 
ed useless  to  France  and  to  his  cause.  Without  mentioning  the 
garrisons  of  Dantzig  or  Glogan,  (whom  he  could  not  reach;) 
had  tlie  70,000  or  80,000  men,  (for  I  am  sure  there  were  not 
less,)  whom  he  left  in  Dresden,  Torgau,  Wittenberg,  Magde- 
burghy  and  Hamburgh^  been  on  the  field— 

AooUier  tSfjkt  had  teen  Uitt  mora. 
From  Fate'k  dvk  book  » leaf  bees  tarS, 
And  Leipsiek,  Jena*!  frine  had  bona. 

On  the  evening  of  the  14th  of  October,  we  recrossed  the  Elbe 
at  Wittenberg,  for  the  tenth  and  last  time  at  nightfall ;  and  pur- 
sued our  march  tlio  greatest  part  of  that  night,  and  the  whole  of 
next  day,  with  scarcely  a  momentary  halt,  through  forests  and 
marshes.  We  knew  not  where  we  were  going;  and  no  descrip- 
tion could  give  an  idea  of  the  ruined  state  of  the  roads,  and 
desolation  of  the  country.  The  Cossacks  soon  appeared,  and 
kept  hovering  and  skirmishing  in  our  rear. — I  could  not 
help  admiring  our  Polish  auxiliaries.  Our  own  troops,  by 
this  time,  presented  a  miserable,  haggard,  and  ragged  ap- 
pearance,  but  they  and  their  horses,  light  and  brilliant  as 
on  a  parade,  bore  no  traces  of  famine  or  fatigue.  Always 
in  high  spirits,  reckless  and  dauntless,  even  beyond  the 
Frendiy  they  seemed,  like  young  Stephen  de  CrevecoeuTf  to 
have  a  particular  vocation  for  sticking  tiioso  hhttk  hmk  H 
unfortunate  Cossacks,  and  evidently  ovenmilwi 
lance,  and  at  every  other  weapon.  War  WM  A 
and  tlicir  natural  element    But,  it  most  teal 
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plundci-ed  as  tlicr  fought  without  fear  or  mercjr.— In  tiiifl  re- 
treat, as  I  commanded  the  rear-guard.  I  observed  three  Folea 
skirmishing  with  tlie  Cassacks  behind  mc.  After  some  tiiiie^ 
they  galloiied  up,  laughing  and  shouting;  one  of  tbem  bore 
a  bottle  of  spirits  at  his  belt  and  all  partook  of  it  in  high 
glee.  At  tliat  instant  he  received  a  random  shot  in  tibe  ribs* 
and  fell  wiithing  on  his  horse^s  neck.  I  stopt,  and  hia  com- 
rades  dismounting  eagerly,  and  without  minding  the  Cosaacka^ 
bore  him  to  a  ditch  on  the  I'oad  side  I  began  to  feel  toacbed  by 
llieir  humanity,  and  was  going  up  to  their  assistance,  when  I 
saw  them — strip  him,  take  his  horse  and  portmanteau  and 
brandy  bottle,  and  gallop  off.  laughing  and  drinking  the  qii« 
rits.  Such  was  my  indignation,  that  I  was  tempted  to  diflcharge 
my  pistfds  at  them,  as  they  i^tst  me:  however,  as  on  furtticr  re- 
flection. I  could  only  accuse  them  of  insensibility,  finr  ihej 
mei'ely  anticipateil  what  the  Cossacks,  who  prowled  bdund 
them,  and  gazed  at  them  all  the  while,  would  have  done  ia 
ten  minutes,  I  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  waste  my  pow- 
der u])on  them,  and  let  them  pass.  IVe  spent  that  idgh^ 
rrowded  in  the  hovels  and  ruined  gaitlens  of  a  miserable  burnt 
and  de.s(M*tcd  village,  and  resumed  our  march  before  day  break 
on  the  ItjtJi  of  October.  Wc  had  made,  as  I  percei^'ed  by  the 
event,  a  givat  ciiTuit  by  Torgau :  I  suppose  in  order  to  arad 
Rlucher*s  army,  which  now  encii*cled  Lcipzick,  to  flie  Norths 
whilst  turning  round  him,  weappi-oachedthccity  ontheSooflh 
em  side. 

LcirzicR.  or  the  terrible  battle  of  Leipzick,  the  most 

ii.luc^n!eip^k.      R'Pfantic  certainly  tJiat  has  been  fought  in 
lit  lUy.  modem  ag4's.  I  can  say  but  little,  for  I  only 

saw  part  of  the  first  day's  engagement,  and  even  of  that,  buried 
in  the  cnn\d.  I  had  hut  partial  glimiises.  The  chief  particnlan 
of  the  engagement,  I  only  leanicd  by  the  public  reports;,  wkichi 
as  will  be  seen  in  the  snbsc«j[uent  relation,  I  bad  no  means ta 
procure  for  several  months,  nor  till  after  tlic  war  was  condod- 
ed.  Endeavoring,  out  of  tlicse,  to  give  a  general  idea  of  the 
whole,  1  will  only  enter  into  details,  as  to  what  I  saw  ^^  par- 
ticipated in,  myself.  . 

I  shall  never  forget  the  sudden  start,  which  awaked  and 
cd  our  feelings,  when,  in  the  stillness  and  siknce  of 
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ing  marcli  tlirmif;!)  Uin  woods,  n  little  arur  tlie  bit-Hk  of  Any, 
wr  hciUtl  tliiTC  distant  and  dUlinrt  riuiiion  slioU.  luiuiiding  \ika 
nigniiin.  The;  wrir  tullown),  nltrr  it  Hliitrt  puuiK',  by  surh  a  ron- 
tinuoutt  and  rattling  {waI  nr  artillery,  na  convinred  ux  thxt  Na- 
IMilcon  wa<i  ttierr,  and  that  a  gentrnl  action,  which  we  had  so 
loiigKighrd  for.  wiw  at  icnf^li  at  liaml.  Such  was  tlie  perfect  re- 
liance of  tlic  inforior  ofllccnt  and  aoldiei's  of  the  urmy,  in  the 
EmiMTor'sHtar  and  abilities,  timt.  nmidHt  all  their  diatrcftiH^, 
they  only  wished  for  Kurh  an  event.  Could  kt  bring  thrni  to  a 
drrisivc  battle,  we  were  nure  to  be  dliortly  on  the  roiiil  to  Ber- 
lin or  Vienna.  We  cloned  our  ranks,  and  in  awful  silence  and 
sui|)enw  pressed  on.  liNtening  to  the  tivinendou§  sound  of  that 
cannonade,  which  for  four  dayM,  withw-arcely  nny  JntermiHAton, 
except  during  n  feu  hbunt  every  night  continue^l,  hurling 
ilcatli  and  destruction  amnngKt  half  a  milliunof  men,  and  de< 
tiding  the  long  balnnceil  fati;  of  Europe. 

When  we  ittued  from  the  woodx,  on  tlie  jOains  siiuDi  of  Lrlp. 
xick.  between  the  aniiy  and  the  city,  we  filed  for  a  long  time. 
Ihrougli  the  deep  array  of  the  baggage  wagonn  and  artillery 
parkft,  and  formed  at  length  in  irar  of  tlie  vast  array,  which 
extended  in  a  wmJcirrle.  as  far  as  our  eyes  could  reach.  Tlie 
hot  and  hazy  air  wa«  already  nbsriireil  with  snioke,  and  we 
breathed  a  heavy  and  HulpliHreous  atmosphere.  But  fur  distant 
in  front,  and  to  the  Boutli.  a  dark  and  denxe  cloud  enrircleit 
the  whole  horizon  and  uivatlied  tn  the  sklcH.  Hhmly  curling  and 
thickening  u  itii  the  continuous  volley!i  of  the  artillery.  Hera 
Me  dismounted  and  prepared  for  action,  tightening  our  girths, 
and  twisting  our  cloaks  which  ue  threw  round  oh  like  belts. 
Kxhaiinted  as  we  were,  every  liearl  wai  roused,  and  every  nerve 
was  strung.  I  got  my  poor  Solyman,  who  had  twice  satxd  my 
lite,  and  wa«  here  destined  lo  |>erform  hix  laNi  services  to  hh 
naster,  new  shod.  I  refused,  fraroabrilliant  staS* officer.  WOO 
fHiNca  and  another  horse  for  him  that  morning;  "  If  hrarnt  had 
nude  me  swcft  aiuither  horse,  of  one  tntirt  and  pfffrel  dtrysolilf, 
rd  malhiiTe  chitngrd  him  far  if." 

On  eiaminini;  the  accouniA  of  the  battle,  I  And  that  we  were 
oppowd  to  Prince  Schwa rtzcpberg.  and  posted  in  rear  of  (ha 
village?*  of  Wachau  and  I.iet»erwn]konitz,  where  Napoleon  In 
]ierran  covered  the  soutli  of  Leipzick.  against  the  great  Auslro 
Rnwitan  army.  For  wreral  hour*  we  remainrd  in  thw  state  of 
Vol.  II— :p 
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suspense ;  a  random  shot  or  shell  ploughing  now  and  flm  tha 
field  ^here  we  stood,  after  running  its  destructive  ooarae 
tluruugh  the  crowds  which  covered  us.  Fresh  columiiaof  infiui* 
try  pressed  forward  ever}'  instant,  and  plunged  in  tlie  darknww 
or  the  battle.  We  could  see,  we  could  judge  of  nothlBi^  To 
stand  impassive  and  motionless  under  fire,  as  we  did  liere»  at 
LiEwcnbcrg.  and  at  Bautzen,  is  the  most  trying  sitiiatian  Cor 
cavalry,  and  most  contrary  to  its  very  nature  of  rapid  andde* 
cisive  action.  The  enemy  evidently  outnumbered  and  endrcfad 
us.  and,  I  believe,  that  in  our  quarter  of  the  field,  tiie  first  ob- 
ject was  to  dislodge  him,  in  order  to  get  room  for  the  iMne  ts 
act 

Before  twelve  oVIock,  he  had  made  six  successive  attacks  oa 
our  front,  with  dreadful  slaughter,  but  without  prodociiig  any 
impression.  Marshal  MacDonald.  on  the  left  of  our  line^  mi* 
vanced  at  length,  supported  by  Lauriston,  and  drove  him  hack 
sonic  distance.  Marslials  Oudinot  and  Mortier  inatantily  fid- 
loweil  the  movement,  and  General  Drouot,  with  one  huudrod 
and  fifty  pieces  of  ai'tillery,  flew  to  the  front  Yielding  oo  sH 
sides,  tlic  foe  fell  back,  and  Prince  Schwartzenberg  ordered  np 
his  reserve,  his  cavalry  and  tlie  B4issian  Imperial  Onard.  A 
little  befui-e  three  oVlock  he  advanced  again,  and  a  new  awl 
desperate  attack  upon  our  position  was  made  by  his  whole  amy* 
TowaiHis  our  right  next  to  tiie  Ekter,  they  forced  Prince  Pfh 
niatuwsky  fi'oui  the  village  of  Dwlitz,  and  their  cavalry  duug* 
cd  on  the  siiuares  of  the  Duke  of  Bclluno,  (Marsltal  Victory)  and 
rode  wmufl  and  i*ound  theui. 

At  tliat  moment  the  welcome  cry  of  ''To  horse!  to  honeP 
nui  tiii-uugh  our  ranks,  and  we  perceived  the  masses  of  cavaliy 
in  our  fnint,  mu\  ing  forward.  We  moimted  and  followed  in 
silence.  1  now  saw  that  a  ravine  and  hedges  ran  alo^g  ear 
left  and  pi*esentcd  a  small  opening,  through  which  oar  aquad- 
rons  filed  rapidly  but  successively,  and  formed  in  the  plain 
beyond  it  One  line  was  already  formed  and  marching  on.  As 
our  brigade,  of  three  regiments,  (now  reduced  to  lebs  than  three 
hundi*cd  men,)  closed  the  column, we  formed  last  on  the  aaoend 
line,  at  tlie  point  of  its  right  wing,  and  next  to  the  ravinai  We 
were  scarcely  deployed,  when  the  first,  chai|ged  and  nmled 
by  tlie  enemy,  came  like  a  wliirlwind  driven  upon  nit  anudat 
clouds  of  dust  and  in  utter  flight  and  disorder.  Tkora  waa  n 
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imusey  an  instant  of  doubt  and  dismay ;  tiie  fatal  cry  of  ^<  Pla« 
<^  toons  right  wheel  I**  to  break  into  column  and  rqMLss  the  de* 
file,  was  heard.  The  consequence  would  have  been  a  repetition 
of  the  disaster  of  Mikhlberg:  for  our  flying  comrades  and  the 
pursuing  enemy  would  have  swept  away  our  broken  division 
during  the  movement.  An  intrepid  captain  of  our  regiment* 
Guillemain,  vociferated,  <«  No!  Sabre  in  hand!''  and  at  the 
same  instant,  we  heard  the  command  fly  along  the  ranks ;  the 
Generals  had  given  it — Murat  was  there! 

Pointing  our  swords,  the  disordered  squadrons  of  our  first 
line  were  checked  and  poured  off  to  the  right  and  left,  and  when 
the  dust  began  to  clear,  we  saw  the  enemy  advancing  at  full 
trot,  in  several  de^  columns.  Those  in  front  were  Austrian 
cuirassiers,  in  white  uniforms,  with  black  breast  plates.  On 
perceiving  our  well  ordered  array,  firm  countenance,  and  point- 
ed swords,  they  made  a  sudden  halt,  and  for  a  moment  both 
parties  seemed  to  pause.  Our  chiefs  commanded  **  Forward  ! 
<^  Vive  TEmpereur!"  and  we  advanced  at  a  trot  upon  them.— « 
They  wheeled  about  by  threes  in  beautiful  order,  and  began  to 
retreat;  our  tirailleurs,  (skirmishers,)  darting  out  of  the  rank 
and  discharging  their  carbines  in  tiieir  backs.  I  marked  a  pow- 
erful Austrian  officer,  mounted  on  a  gigantic  charger,  who 
seemed  in  no  hurry  to  follow  his  men ;  he  waved  his  sabre  in 
their  rear,  and  looked  back  with  great  coolness.  Three  of  our 
littie  chasseurs  fell  on  him,  but  with  two  sweeps  of  his  sword,  he 
felled  them  from  their  horses. 

The  blood  flashed  to  my  head.  I  did  not  like  this  trifling  with 
carbines,  instead  of  charging  home,  and  conceived  the  instant 
idea  of  darting  along  their  flank  and  intercepting  their  front, 
I  knew  that  if  I  could  stop  them  one  minute  with  a  dozen  men, 
our  comrades  would  charge  them  in  rear,  and  that  we  might 
take  the  whole  column.  I  commanded  the  extreme  platoon  of 
the  rif^t ;  calling  to  my  chasseurs  to  follow  me,  I  spurred  on, 
prolonging  the  flank  of  the  Austrians.  In  a  moment,  I  per- 
ceived a  party  of  lancers  rushing  on  me  in  fhrnt  I  turned  my 
head,  and  lo!— I  was  alone ;  my  men  had  not  followed.  I  was 
surrounded,  and  struck  about  me  with  fury,  right  and  left ;  my 
Solyman,  whose  spirit  seemed  a  breatii  of  fire,  leaped,  sprung, 
and  kicked  all  around.  But  a  young  lancer,  throwing  him- 
self boldly  along  side  of  me,  let  go  his  reins,  and  grasping  his 
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spear  ^  ith  both  hands,  drove  it  TuU  in  the  neck  and  diest  of  poor 
Solyman.  •*  That  was  a  felon  stroke,''*  as  Ring  Richard  CiBiir 
de  Lion  said  of  Waldemar  Fitzurse.  My  poor  stoed  retted  oo 
his  hind  \eg^  and,  falling  backwards,  crushed  me  UMler  his 
weight  The  shouts  of  the  lancers«  stabbing  at  me  wiOi  tiieir 
spears,  jet  ring  in  my  ears ;  and  the  last  thing  I  felt  was  one 
endeavoring  to  nail  me  to  the  ground,  and  thrusting  and  twist- 
ing the  point  of  his  lance  roimd  and  round  into  the  back  of  my 
neck,  through  tlie  folds  of  my  cloak,  as  I  lay  witli  mj  fiioe  to 
tlie  ground. 

How  long  I  remained  in  this  position  I  know  not;  but  believe 
it  was  only  a  few  minutes.  The  fii*st  thing  I  Telt,  on  theretuni 
of  my  scattered  senses,  was  an  unusual  weight  pressing  on  aw. 
It  was  poor  Solyman,  stark  dead,  with  his  eyes  glaring.  I  ei- 
tricated  myself  from  under  him.  I  had  fallen  in  such  a  manner 
that  be  covered  my  whole  body«  and  my  wounds,  whidi  hegus 
to  smart,  were  all  in  the  arms  and  neck.  1  had  six  lance  atrnkflSy 
of  which  the  chief  were  through  my  left  arm  and  in  the  nape  of 
my  neck.  I  looked  aitHind:  French  and  Austrians  all  had  dis- 
appeared; the  charge  had  gone  over  me,  and  ccwpses  worn 
sti*e\^ed  about,  but  the  dust  was  so  tliick  that  I  could  not  an 
fifty  yards.  I  know  not  which  way  to  turn.  At  this  monMnt^ 
one  of  tlic  wounded  gathcre<l  himself  up ;  he  was  one  of  mj 
own  men  whom  1  had  seen  cut  down  by  the  Austrian  ollioer. 
He  looked  round  with  such  a  stare  of  terror  and  bewilderment 
that,  bloody  as  we  both  wei*e,  I  could  not  help  bursting  into  a 
laugh,  and  called  him  up  to  me.  I  found  he  was  slightly  bait 
hy  a  cut  in  the  cheek,  but  stunned  by  the  blow  and  horrU^y 
frightened. 

Leaving  |)oor  Solyman  and  my  portmanteau  and  baggage  tn 
their  fate,  1  turned,  at  all  chances,  uncei-tain  whether  I  ahoald 
fall  into  the  hands  of  a  friend  or  foe,  in  tlie  direction  I  Hioaght 
we  came  from.  In  a  few  moments,  to  my  unspeakable  reUefy  I 
heard  the  French  trumpets,  and  presently  discerned  tbe  aaperb 
ivgiment  of  the  Carabineers,  advancing  in  splendid  array.  The 
officers  all  cast  a  look  of  kindness  and  wonder  at  me.  I  called^ 
<«  Could  they  take  me  with  tliem  ?"  Tliey  replied,  « We  ara 
going  to  charge."  I  iTquested  to  join  them.  Tiiey  anaweredf 
'^Tliey  had  no  spare  horses ;  and  besides,  I  evidently  appeared 
too  much  wounded."    Tliey  then  directed  me  to  flie  ravine  we 
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had  pasty  and  told  me,  that,  in  following  it»  it  would  lead  me 
to  tlie  baggages  and  ambulances^  (flying  hospitab.) 

I  soon  reached  the  rear  of  the  inFantry,  and  was  directed  from 
regiment  to  regiment^  to  the  surgeons.  I  lost  my  po<H>  companion 
in  the  crowd,  and  began  to  faint  from  heat,  thirst,  and  loss  of 
blood.  At  lengfli  I  reached  a  small  villaf^e,  filled  with  the  wound- 
ed and  prisoners.  Following  tiheir  train,  I  entered  a  large  ta- 
vern-looking house,  and  ascended  to  an  upper  hall,  where  an 
appalling  spectacle  lay  before  me.  A  long  table  occupied  one 
side  of  it,  the  rest  was  strewed  with  straw,  and  crowded  with 
maimed  and  bleeding  wretches.  A  dozen  of  young  surgeons, 
naked  and  bloody  from  tlie  middle  upwards,  eating  and  drink- 
ing and  passing  jokes  in  the  intervals  of  their  occupation,  were 
cutting  off  limbs  with  all  expedition,  as  flie  wounded  were  suc- 
cessively laid  on  the  table,  and  casting  the  amputated  legs, 
arms,  liands,  and  feet,  into  a  comer,  where  they  formed  a 
hideous  pile ;  the  floor  streamed  with  blood ;  the  straw  was 
soaked  w  ifli  it,  and  it  ran  down  the  stairs.  I  threw  myself  on 
the  ground,  waiting  for  my  turn.  The  sight  was  better  calcu- 
lated to  cure  a  passion  for  war  than  that  of  a  field  of  battle ; 
it  had  all  its  horrors,  and  none  of  its  brilliant  accompaniments. 

A  young  officer  of  Hung^an  Hussars,  just  taken  and  slight- 
ly hurt,  lay  by  me.  We  bound  each  other's  wounds  with  our 
handkerchiefs,  and  entered  into  conversation,  commenting  on 
the  scene  before  us,  and  making  very  sage,  moral,  and  philoso- 
phical observations,  though  now  and  then  I  felt  myself  over- 
come  with  fits  of  faintness  and  dizziness.  I  observed,  with  sur- 
prise, the  different  demeanor  of  the  wounded.  Some  old  soldiers 
displayed  the  most  intrepid  coolness,  smoking  whilst  the  sur- 
geons amputated  them,  and  crying  ^Yive  FEmpereur,**  when 
the  operation  was  over.  But  most  appeared  to  lose  all  command 
over  their  nerves,  and  shrieked  in  a  hideous  manner,  when  laid 
on  flie  table.  It  was  flie  more  unaccountable,  as  soldiers  in  gene- 
ral suflbr  and  expire  witli  great  calmness,  and  complain  very 
little  on  the  field  of  battle.  It  should  seem  that  in  the  ranks, 
the  inevitable  fate  which  comes  equally  to  all,  and  the  idea  of 
being  at  their  post,  and  in  their  duty,  represses  such  feelings ; 
at  least  there  I  have  seen  but  small  difference  between  the  coun- 
tenance and  demeanor  of  one  man  and  another.  My  com- 
panion and  I  waited  with  great  anxiety,  and  some  trepida- 
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Uon.  die  approach  of  tlic  Surgeons ;  they  were  in  audi  a  train  of 
cutting  off  limbs  that  we  trrinbled  Tor  ours.  But  the  hurricane  of 
battle  grew  louder  and  louden  and  approached  the  villags^  fllwib 
fell  in  it  and  tlie  cry  of  **  fire !"  was  heard.  The  scene  which  en- 
sued was  horrible*  The  surgeons,  and  such  of  the  wounded  as 
could  crawU  rushed  down  stairs ;  by  great  exertions*  the  Hnn- 
garian  and  I  did  the  same.  When  ^-e  were  oaty  he  snidf  *  I 
see  I  shall  soon  be  delivered ;  will  you  follow  me  J"  I  did  not 
consider  myself  bound  to  detain  him,  and,  I  helieve»  bececiyed 
in  tlie  hurrah ;  but  rallying  my  strengtli,  I  giyt  oat  of  the 
burning  village,  where  tlie  poor  amputated  victims  wen^  I  feaTf 
a  prey  to  the  flames. 

Evening  was  now  approaching,  and  I  soon  fell  in  with  fle 
bivouacs  of  tlie  hea>7  cavalry,  where  I  found  some  old 
rades  of  tlie  Military  Academy,  who  shared  their  proTiaii 
and  straw  with  me.  This  was  all  that  I  saw  of  Hie 
action  of  tlie  I  Gtli  of  October.  In  the  English  accountBy  I  aee  it 
mentioned  tliat  General  Nostitz,  witli  three  regiments  of  Ass- 
trian  cuirassiers,  charged  and  overturned  tlie  French  dragpoa 
guards,  and  PoHmIi  cavalry,  under  General  Letort,  and  cat 
veral  sc|uarcs  of  French  guards  to  pieces.  I  suppose  fliia 
the  charge  I  witnessed ;  but  they  should  have  added*  tiiat^  after 
overturning  our  fifst  line,  lie  was  beat  back  by  the  second,  and 
never  reached  our  infantry,  and.  of  course,  did  not  cat  osr 
squares  to  pieces.  I  see  it  also  mentioned,  that  Latnor  Maa- 
b(»irg*s  cavalry,  headed  by  the  King  of  Naples,  and  seat  to 
n*|)cl  him.  was,  in  his  tuiii,  overthrown  by  the  Cossada  of 
tlie  Iiniierial  Guard,  who  took  twenty-four  pieces  of  cannoik 
This  I  believe  to  be  equally  incorrect,  but  f  was  then  wonndedt 
and  not  on  the  field. — The  French  account  states,  that  st  the 
close  of  tlie  day,  the  Russian  cavalry  charged  on  General  Da- 
voiist*s  artillery,  and  were  received  with  such  volleys  of  car- 
ti'idge-sliut.  that  they  were  driven  back ;  that  General  Corial 
ivtook  tlic  village  of  Doelitz,  which  the  enemy  had  fiirced  Prince 
Poiiiatowsky  to  abandon ;  and  that,  in  a  last  charge,  Gencnl 
Latour  Maubourg  rejielled  tliem  entirely  off  the  lield«  bat  had 
his  leg  carrietl  off  by  a  cannon  bullet  It  is  certain,  thaty  at  tte 
close  of  tliis  day,  and  in  tliis  quailer  of  the  field,  the  advaalage 
was  entin^ly  on  our  side.  We  were  masters  of  the  gnmoA 
and  tlie  enemy  was  driven  back  from  the  positions  he  had 
pied  in  the  morning. 
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To  the  North  of  Leipzick,  another  battle,  equally  fierce,  was 
maintained  with  the  same  obstinacy  between  Bemadotte  and 
Blucher  on  the  one  side,  and  Marshals  Ney,  Marmont,  and 
Generals  Bertrand,  and  Regnier,  on  the  other.  The  advantage 
was  rather  on  the  side  of  the  allies,  who  were  greatly  superior 
in  numbers.  The  French,  towards  evening,  fell  back  nearer  Leip- 
zick.  Both  actions  were  fought,  on  both  sides,  with  the  greatest 
obstinacy.  The  French  artillery,  in  the  course  of  this  day  alone, 
expended  80,000  cannon  shots,  and  the  carnage  was  tremen- 
dous. 

LiipsicK.-i7tb  t»  On  the  17th,  the  two  armies  were  occu. 
i!!i2S*^M.S!^1  pied  in  reorganizing  their  forces,  repairing 
4Ui  di^.  '  their  artillery,  and  preparing  for  a  new  con- 

test, more  obstinate  and  formidable  than  the  former.  Tho 
allies  were  reinforced  by  Greneral  Bennigsen  and  40,000  men. 
Aware  of  their  immense  superiority.  Napoleon,  towards  night- 
fal,  drew  nearer  to  the  city,  and  occupied  an  inner  and  stronger 
line.  Ney  executed  the  same  movement  to  the  North,  and  Ber- 
trand  was  despatched  to  secure  a  retreat  on  Erfurt,  by  occupy- 
ing the  bridge  of  Weissenfels,  on  flie  Saale ;  in  which  he  suc- 
ceeded by  twelve  o'clock  next  day.  This  fact  disproves  the  ri- 
diculous charge  which  has  been  made  against  the  Emperor,  of 
never  providing  against  a  reverse. 

On  the  1 8th  the  battle  recommenced  with  new  fury.  On  the 
south.  Prince  Schwartzenberg,  and  the  Russians,  carried  three 
times  the  central  village  of  Probstheyda,  and  were  three  times 
driven  out  of  it  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet ;  and,  with  all  their 
superiority,  the  enemy  could  make  no  impression  on  the  French 
position.  To  the  North,  the  contest  was  maintained  with  the  same 
fiiry,  and  the  same  equality,  till  three  o'clock.  At  that  moment, 
the  whole  Saxon  corps,  by  a  desertion  unparalleled  in  history^ 
passed  overto  the  enemy,  and  turned,  in  the  heat  of  the  battle, 
their  artillery  (forty  pieces)  against  their  allies.  This  occasion- 
ed a  momentary  disorder  and  vacancy  in  the  French  lines;  but 
N^ioleon,  with  the  Imperial  guard,  immediately  marched  to 
the  spot,  recovered  the  lost  ground,  and  maintained  tiie  contest 
till  night-fidL  The  situation  of  the  French  army  was,  however, 
becoming  more  Asperate  every  hour ;  and,  at  nighty  the  report 
of  General  Sorbier,  Director  of  his  artillery,  informed  tiie  Em- 
peror that  280,000  cannon  balls  had  been  expended  in  five  d^j«| 
of  which,  80,000  had  been  fired  on  the  16th,  and  95|000w 
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1 8ih :  that  there  were  only  16,000  remaining,  which  would  bare- 
ly suffice  for  two  liours  action ;  and,  that  the  nearest  supfiliei 
were  at  Erfurt  or  Magdeburgii.  Immediate  orders  were  tbta 
given  to  begin  the  retreat  on  Erfurt ;  and,  during  the  irhalk 
night,  the  troops  began  to  file  across  the  Elster  and  Baak  to- 
wards Woissenfels. 

During  tliese  two  days,  I  lay  in  a  kind  of  stupor,  stretdied 
on  the  straw  of  tlie  bivouacs  in  rearof  tlie  army,  in  the  midst  of 
tlie  cannonade  which  tliundercd  alt  around.  £\'ery  now  and 
then  I  would  rouse  myself  to  inquire  of  the  passing  events.  Bit 
so  vague  and  incoriTct  were  the  flying  reports  which  mcbed 
us.  tliat  it  was  not  till  some  days  afterwards  that  I  learned  the 
desertion  of  the  Saxons.  On  tlie  night  of  the  18th,  an  old  ooDt^ 
commdc,  serving  in  tlie  staff,  discovered  me,  and  invited  me  to 
his  lodgings  in  the  city.  On  the  1 9th,  by  break  of  day,  making  a 
great  exertion,  I  reached  tlic  gates,  and  proceeded  to  the  qiar- 
ters  of  my  friend. 

Wc  were  scarcely  seated  down  to  a  comfortable  breakfast,  whes 
the  bursting  of  shells  on  the  roofs  of  the  houses,  the  shrieks  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  i*edoubling  din  of  war,  (^ve  us  the  irst 
information  of  tlie  retreat,  and  of  the  storming  of  the  citj  by 
the  allies,  llic  resistance,  made  by  our  rear-guard,  at  fk 
gates,  was  dcs|)erate,  and  Napoleon  remained  within  tlie  walls 
till  ten  oVlock.  At  length,  the  enemy  forced  in  at  some  pointB; 
when  our  host,  with  his  wife  and  daughters,  pale  and  ttem 
bling,  rushed  in,  and,  falling  on  their  knees,  begged  Wr 
with  clasped  hands,  to  leave  he  house,  as  the  Cossacks,  fliej 
said,  would  certainly  murder  them,  if  we  were  found  there.  I 
sallied  out :  tlie  terror  of  tlie  poor  ])copie,  barring  and  boHiiig 
their  doors  and  windows,  was  hoirible.  Shells  were  fiJling  and 
firing  the  inwfs  every  instant  I  reached  the  street,  leading  to 
tlie  gate  and  bridge  of  the  Elster.  It  was  crowded  to  soflbca* 
tion,  with  horse  and  foot,  of  all  arms  and  uniforms,  dioiiting 
and  pusliing  on;  guns,  and  caissons  of  powder  andammonltioB, 
wagons  and  carriages  driving ;  several  houses  were  on  flaiMS 
on  both  sides,  and  burning  cinders  and  sparks  flew  aboot,  and 
fell  upon  us.  Three  times  was  I  home  by  the  crowd  to  ttegideb 
and  three  times  bonie  back,  witiiout  feeling  flie  groond.  Wfom 
tlie  North  and  South,  the  whole  mass  of  the  two  amdes  ef  tke 
allies  had  fallen  on  the  city,  as  soon  as  they  percetnid  the  iik 
treat ;  and,  at  this  moment,  the  Elster  road  was  kkduMlif 
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Uieir  attack*  The  heroic  valor  of  the  young  guard  openeil  a 
way  for  us ;  driving  back  the  mass  of  tlic  enemy,  they  formed 
on  both  sides  of  tlie  road,  from  tlie  city  to  the  bridge,  like  two 
walls  of  iron  sheeted  with  fire  and  smoke ;  the  gati\s  were 
thrown  open,  and  poured  forth  the  accumulated  and  agglome- 
rated crowd  which  rolled  on  to  the  bridge  of  the  Elster.  I  pass- 
ed it  along  with  them;  but  I  shall  never  forget  the  sublime 
sight  of  that  guard,  •^ttAicA  could  dtr,  but  knerv  not  how  to 
yidd^'**  and  which,  repelling  on  each  side  the  reiterated  and 
impetuous  attacks  of  tlie  enemy,  pi-otected  this  retiring  and 
helpless  mass.  At  length,  when  I  reached  the  green  fields, 
crowded  by  tlie  relics  of  our  army,  exhausted  by  my  efforts  and 
emotions,  I  sunk  on  the  grass  and  resigned  myself  to  re|Kise. 

To  this  moment,  though  the  enemy  outnumbered  us  by  almost 
100,000  men,  though  our  allies  deserted  us  in  the  midst  of  the 
action,  the  battle  was  fought  on  nearly  ec^ual  tenns.  The  first 
day,  wo  positively  had  the  advantage  ;  the  second  and  third, 
we  fought  without  losing  one  inch  of  ground  till  our  ammuni- 
tion failed ;  the  retreat  was  begun  with  order,  and  the  heroic 
cfibrts  of  tlie  Imperial  guard,  breaking  a  way  for  us  through 
the  surrounding  foe,  covered  it  against  all  his  attacks.  An  un- 
foreseen accident,  tlie  blowing  up  of  the  bridge  of  E  Inter,  com- 
pletetl  our  disaster,  as  an  immense  quantity  of  cannon,  baggages, 
and  ammunition,  several  divisions  of  the  army,  and  all  the 
wounded,  &c.,  were  yet  on  the  other  bank.  Seized  with  a  sud- 
den panic,  they  broke  and  fled ;  mast  of  tliemfell  into  tlie  hands 
of  the  enemy ;  and  numbers  were  drowned  in  attempting  to 
ford  the  river.  Marshal  Macdonald  swam  over,  but  the  brave 
Prince  Poniatowski,  crying  <«  Gentlemen,  it  is  better  to  fall  with 
honor,  than  live  disgraced,"  cut  his  way,  sabre  in  hand,  tlirough 
tlie  enemy*  and  plunged  into  the  Elster^  wlici^  numbers  cling- 
ing to  his  horse,  he  sunk  to  tlie  bottom. 

I  have  seen  my  name  quoted  as  certifying  the  official  account 
of  the  blowing  up  of  tliis  bridge.  I  may  have  said,  I  never 
doubted  that  account:  for  it  is  simple,  clear,  and  consistent 
But  I  bad  crossed  before  the  explosion  hapjiened:  I  did  not  even 
liear  of  it  till  several  mmitha  afterwards,  when  I  first  read  the 
bulletins ;  and,  therefore,  could  never  certify  it  on  my  own  au* 
thority.  An  undue  importance  has  been  attributed  to  tliia  inci' 
denty  which  only  became  disastrous  in  consequence  of  the  mO' 
Vol-  II. — 80 
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niciit  of  cuiifusion  when  it  llappcll(^d•  The  Elstcr,  to  my 
lection,  is  a  shallow  sti-eaiii,  foitlablc  in  twenty  placesb  And 
tcuiiiorary  bridges  might  have  been  tlu*own  over  iU  in  mny 
nunibcrv  in  a  few  minutes,  witli  the  mass  of  wagons  and  planlui 
on  tlic  field.  The  loss  must  iiavc  beiMi  occasioned  by  tbe  panic 
and  disorder  of  the  titMii^s  who  were  left  behind. 

To  conclude  with  i^eipzicrk.  It  was  certainly  tlie  most  gi- 
gantic battle  which  hits  bi*en  fought  in  modem  ages.  The  re- 
ports of  the  allies  state  their  own  force  at  320.000  men  ;  I  have 
never  seen  any  evaluation  of  the  French  army ;  but  I  suppose 
that  240,000  men  on  the  side  of  tlie  allies,  and  iGOtOOO  on  oursv 
Aoidd  (*ome  nearer  to  the  effective  numbera  engaged.  BOfOOO 
dead  were  colkrtcd  and  hurnton  the  field  of  battle  ;  1,500  pieous 
of  artillery  disgorged  liieir  fira  williout  intennission  ;  and  the 
French,  alone*  fired  2CO.O0O  sh(»ts«  The  Russian  campaign  be- 
gan, and  M'aterhNi  cimipletetl  the  ruin  of  tlie  £mperoF.  But 
neitlier  at  Mojaisk  nor  ^Vaterloo  wei*e  one  half  of  the  numben 
engageil  or  killi*d,  nor  did  these:  actions  hist  one-third  of  the  time 
of  tills  bloo«ly  and  obstinate  conflict.  It  was  tliere  that  thecharm 
of  Nufmleon  was  hi*oken — it  was  the  first  great  battle  where  he 
\\  as  defeated,  and  he  ne>er  ivcovei'cd  it  Uc  made  noble  ellorlBy 
and  disjdaved  consummate  talents  afterwards,  but  could  never 
ivgain  his  ascendant  But  tliongh  the  French  army  yielded 
the  palm  of  victm'y,  it  will  be  confessed,  on  all  sides,  that  it  hist 
no  glory. 

I  liclieve  the  movenuMits  of  the  allies  were  chiefly  directed 
by  Berua(hitt(*.  cert^uniy  the  ablest  General  amongst  them.  I 
was  tidd,  that  during  the  action,  this  wily  and  hypocritiGal 
Gascon  sUmnI  beliind  his  artillery,  with  his  usual  coolnen^ 
courage,  and  gaiety,  exclainiingt  ^*  Brave  Frenchmen!  Brave 
fellows!  I  esteem  tliem — But  point  a  little  lowcr^  cannonier^ 
point  a  little  hiwer,  my  lads.*' 

J(kt«rat ■n> EnriRT..        Frem  l^Mpzick  to  Erfurt,  I  follnwed  the. 
(i..,oUr  19.  to  J4       ^^^^^^  ^^j.  ^,^^  ^^^^^  ^.j^^  ^^  ^      dreasing 

gHj^c.  u"  ii'y  woimd  hut  the  Hungarian's handlcei^ 

chief,  and  loaded  with  my  sabre  and 
(*Ioak,  the  only  efTei'ts  which  I  had  saved.  It  presented  a 
of  unique  singularity,  and  peculiarly  characteriatic  of  the 
French  soldiery.  In  tlieir  defeats,  and  when  tliey  are  hnii(en  up 
Or  disorganized,  the  Germans  or  Russians  fiJl  or  surrender  in 
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crowds  with  great  coolness  and  apathy,  but  never  dream  of 
acting  for  tiiemselTes.  In  our  mass  of  Grcjierals,  officers,  sol- 
diers, and  followers  of  the  camp,  where  all  order  and  subordi* 
nation  was  now  at  an  end,  one  cry  was  heard,  one  feeling  a|)pear- 
ed  to  pervade  and  animate  the  whole:  **  Home!  Home!  Home!" 
And,  on  the  way  to  Erfurt,  (trusting  for  subsistence  to  what 
chance  should  oSbr,  and  sleeping  at  nights  in  ditches  and  fields 
on  the  road  side«)  all  pi-ecipitated  themselves.  About  60  or  80,000 
men,  of  all  descriptions,  one-half  unarmed,  formed  tlie  main 
body ;  the  rear  was  closed  by  some  veteran  corps,  who  presen'* 
ed  tJieir  ranks,  discipline^  and  cannon  to  the  last— such  as  the 
Imperial  guard,  the  cannoniers  of  tlie  Marine,  and  parts  of  se« 
veral  divisioas.  The  retreat  of  tliose  brave  troops  was  that  of 
the  lion:  they  al^'ays  presented  a  tlircatening  front,  and  re* 
pelled  the  unceasing  attempts  of  the  Cossacks  and  light  artillery', 
detached  to  harass  us  in  rear :  for  tlic  enemy  was  so  shat- 
tered, that  for  several  days,  his  main  body  did  not  move  after 
us.  The  inhabitants  fled  as  we  advanced  ;  and,  from  Leipxick 
to  Erfurt,  I  did  not  see  one  native.  The  weather  was  beautiful, 
a  most  lucky  circumstance:  for,  in  our  actual  state,  one  day  of 
rain  would  have  completed  our  ruin  ;  but  the  country  presented 
a  scene  of  desolation  unparalleled.  Tot,  strange  as  it  may 
seem,  our  spirits  were  cheerful,  and  even  high.  The  idea  of  re- 
turning to  France  seemed  to  have  taken  possession  of  every 
mind,  and  animated  every  heart ;  home,  parents,  wives,  and 
children,  were  in  every  mouth. 

On  tiie  first  day  of  die  retreat,  the  1 9th,  it  was  a  melancholy 
sight  to  behold  some  of  the  poor,  wounded,  amputated  victims 
of  Leipsick,  endeavoring  to  keep  up  with  the  march.  I  saw 
men,  with  a  raw  and  bloody  stump,  drag  themselves  on,  for 
miles,  hcqiping,  with  the  help  of  their  muskets.  But  tliey  dropt 
off,  one  by  one,  and  were  stript  and  speared  by  the  Cossacks, 
along  with  the  rest  of  the  stragglers.  Tliat  night,  I  slept  un- 
der the  carriage  of  my  General,  Latour  Maubourg,  who  lay 
within,  with  his  leg  amputated. 

On  the  second  day^  tlie  20th«  we  passed  the  Saale  at  Weis- 
senfels.  I  saw  Napoleon  and  Murat,  the  former,  as  cool  and 
collected,  the  latter,  as  brilliant  and  cheerful  as  ever.  In  tlie 
crowd  which  I  followed,  rank  was  of  little  use,  nevertheless,  I 
met  with  several  acts  of  kindness,  and  got  an  occasional  lilt 
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on  a  cannon  or  sutler's  wagon.  At  night.  I  was  welcone  to 
sliare  the  bivouacs  and  chance  meals  of  tlie  fioldiera»  and  never 
i-eceived  a  repulse,  or  a  mugh  or  insolent  word,  froni  one  of 
tiieni.  I  believe  it  was  on  tliat  night  tliat  we  all  took  our  wiiper 
on  apples,  of  which*  an  ininieuse  store  was  discovered^  proba- 
bly collected  to  make  cider. 

On  tlie  tliird  da}  •  (2 1  st)  after  crossing  a  small  stream,  (I believe 
it  was  the  Uiistrutt )  I  lay  down,  exhausted,  on  the  gfrasa,  and  fieU 
faiit  asleep.  IIow,  indeed,  I  kept  up  my  strength  and  spirits  so  fiuv 
witli  the  fever  of  suppuration  ali*eady  fenncnting  inme,  I  knov 
not — tlie  thouglit  of  home,  and  of  my  poor  mother,  supported  me. 
1  was  suddenly  waked,  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell,  and  fiMUid 
tli;it  I  iiad  let  the  whole  column  pass  on,  and  that  the  enemy 
wriT  attacking  tlie  bridge,  defended  by  our  rear  guard.  I  8a# 
a  long  file  of  Im|ierial  carriages,  wagoas,  and  servants,  in  full 
fliglit,  and  marked  one  man,  in  Iiuiierial  livery,  wbo^  to  ran 
faster,  thi'cw  a  bag  off  his  shoulders.  I  walked  up  to  examine 
it.  and  finding  it  was  a  bag  of  rice,  tlircw  it  over  my  own,  and 
]n-ocoe(Ied  in  tlic  most  cliei*rful  spirits  as  fast  as  my  legs  would 
carry  nie,  certain  of  a  supply  of  food.  £vei-y  night  during  the 
remainder  of  the  retreat,  1  w  ulkcd  up  to  the  bivouacs  of  the  sol- 
diers, and  called  out,  ••  Comrades,  who  has  a  pot  or  a  pan! 
hei*c  is  rice/*  We  then  boiled  a  mess  of  it,  and  all  shared  alik^-* 
oHicoi-s  and  soldiers  taking  turn  about  in  fetching  fuel  or  water* 
Tliat  bag  of  rice  brouglit  me  to  Erfurt* 

On  the  fourth  day.  (C^d  Oct.)  we  were  joined  by  a  superb  re- 
p;iiuent  of  Gardes  d^honneiir^  in  splendid  uniforms,  just  arrived 
Inim  France.  'I'liesc  weiv  all  young  men,  of  respectable  famiUeSy 
rormed  into  volunteer  irgiinonts  of  cavalry  ;  they  were  h 
(liah'ly  sent  to  the  {K)st  of  honor  and  of  danger*  in  tlte 
Kut.  lliough  tliey  afterwanls  served  nobly  in  the  campaign  of 
France,  and  fully  iTtrieved  tlieir  character,  I  cannot  gi\'e  a 
very  flattering  it.|)ort  of  this,  tlieir  lii*st  exhibitioii  in  tbe  field. 
It  must  be  added,  that  they  had  never  yet  smelt  powder*  nor  seen 
fire,  and  their  minds  were  pinibably  piT{Missesscd  and  intimidat- 
ed by  the  mast  frightful  and  absurd  exaggerations  of  the  irre- 
Kislibie  pi-owess,  fiei-ceness,  and  crueltVf  of  tlie  Cossacks^ 
which  wel^'  ciirulated  by  the  rumors  of  eveiy  gossip  in  that 
class  of  society  t^i  wliirli  they  belonged.  On  a  sudden^  we  saw 
theiii  htviik  their  ranks  and  ily  down  the  roaf)^  in  flie  utmost 
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disordery  crying,  <<Tbe  Cossacks!  The  Coasacks!"  The  con- 
fusion  which  followed  had  something  ludicrous  and  horri- 
ble; the  whole  mass  of  stragglers,  even  the  poor  sick  and 
wounded,  began  to  run,  they  knew  not  where.  In  that  extre- 
mity, 1  saw  a  little  party  of  about  t^'enty  grenadiers  of  tlic  old 
Imfjerial  Guard,  and  di*awing  my  sabre,  joined  them.  <'  Stay 
wiUi  us,  my  young  officer,"  tliey  said,  <<  we  know  what  kind  of 
rabble  those  Cossacks  are,  and  they  know  us.''  They  enclosed 
me  in  tlieir  group,  loaded  their  muskets,  and  awaited  tlie 
charge.  It  iiroved  a  false  alarm;  and  after  some  time,  we 
found  that  it  was  caused  by  tlie  appearance  of  a  party  of  our 
own  Polish  Ijancers,  who  had  been  marauding,  according  to 
custom.  This  excited  great  laughter  amongst  the  Urenadiei*s, 
and  sundry  military  jests  on  tiie  prowess  of  tlie  poor  Gardes 
d'hannenr.  I  staid  with  tlicse  brave  fellows  all  night,  and 
shared  their  straw  and  supper.  The  Imiierial  Guard  were  not 
loved  by  the  line  of  tlie  army.  They  did  not  generally  share 
in  its  hardships,  and  their  privileges  rendered  them  haughty 
and  overbearing.  A  private  of  tliis  corps  would  scarcely  salute 
an  officer  of  any  other,  except  on  duty.  But  when  tlie  season 
of  real  peril  and  distress  came  on,  they  nobly  maintained  tlicir 
high  reputation,  and  their  conduct  at  Leipzick,  in  the  cam- 
paign of  France,  and  at  Waterloo,  sliould  never  be  forgotten 
by  tlieir  country. 

i}n  the  fiftli  night  of  tiie  retreat  (2Sd,)  in  a  little  village  of 
the  Duchy  of  Gotlia,  I  remember  burning  witli  thirst  and  fever, 
and  jiroceeding  to  a  liorse  pond,  wlierc  five  hundred  horses 
were  bathing  and  drinking.  I  lay  down  on  my  belly,  and 
scooping  up  the  water  with  one  hand,  and  stopping  my  nose 
with  the  other,  drank  along  witfi  tliem,  though  tiie  strong  rank- 
iiess  of  its  smell  and  flavcM*  made  it  almost  impossible  to 
swallow. 

On  the  sixth  day,  24th  October,  I  reached  tlic  gates  of  Er- 
furt, where  Napoleon  had  arrived  tlie  day  before.  The  first 
person  I  met,  was  again,  by  a  singular  chance,  my  friend  Colo- 
nel Corbett  He  was  sliocked  at  my  ap|iearaiice,  pale,  bloody, 
and  fairly  worn  out  witii  fatigue  and  sickness.  Ho  brou};lit  me 
immediately  to  his  lodgings ;  a  bucket  of  warm  water  was  pro- 
cured, and  I  was  scrubbed,  scoured,  and  put  to  bed.  Tliey  were 
obliged  to  pour  warm  water  down  my  back  for  half  an  hour. 
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and  get  my  sliirt  off  by  pieces,  as  it  was  sticking  with 
from  my  nock  to  my  hips.  The  fever^  which  had  booi  kept 
back,  I  believe  by  tlie  very  agitation  and  exertion  of  ^yspiriti^ 
now  broke  out  with  redoubled  force;  and  on  being  inflmn- 
eil  that  my  fathers  Triend,  General  Dalton,  was  Governor  of  tlm 
rity,  conscious  that  I  was  unable  toproceed,  I  determined  te  re* 
main  and  take  my  chance  with  liim.  The  event  proved  I  waeri^h^ 
for  I  never  could  have  stood  the  additional  toils  of  tlie  anrck 
to  Mayence  and  bloody  buttle  o{  Hanau.  I  crawled  np  to  tte 
rastle  next  morning,  was  received  by  tlie  General  with  tiie  kind- 
ness or  n  Father,  and  he  promised  to  fix  me  in  his  Sta£  I  Umi 
returned  to  my  city  lodgings. 

IMie  army  halted  a  couple  of  days  and  rallied  at  KrfivL  Na« 
poleon  held  a  council  of  war,  to  which  Dalton  was  called»  ani 
his  means  inquii-ed  into.  He  had  plenty  of  military  storea^  oon^ 
flour,  and  forage,  for  the  place  was  one  of  the  two  grant  depati 
of  the  army.  The  city  and  forts  of  Petersburg  and  Cyrte^ 
berg  were  lately  stn^ngthened  witli  additional  works  hy  Genoral 
Bernard,  and  niountcnl  from  thi'ee  to  four  hundred  gnns  ;  bet  be 
had  very  little  meat  and  no  troo]is.  One  of  tlie  Genenh  pm- 
sent  (I  forget  whetiier  it  was  Arrighi,  Duke  of  Padnn,  or  Le- 
bnm,  Duke  of  Plaisance,)  cried,  ««Poh!  with  ^ntjr  of 
and  water,  what  do  soMiers  want  with  meat.^  N^nlt 
of  a  different  opinion ;  and  tliought  the  toils  of  a  Aegt  rapdred 
substantial  food.  Dismounting  the  brilliant  i^egiment  of  Ontdei 
d^honmur^  which  had  lately  joined  us,  lie  added  500  horses  ta 
our  live  st^tck.  Hie  brigade  of  General  Bagneris*  oontainii^ 
IhrfT  fineaufl  entire  battilions.  (the  sixth  battalions  of  tile  ISth, 
47th.  and  7(ith  regiments,  which  had  just  joined  as,)  was  eider- 
ed  to  HMnain,  along  with  the  Gth,  rtli»and  8th  battalions  of  flie 
2d  reginieni  of  marine  ai*tillery«  old  and  tried  soldiers,  nowor- 
gatiixed  as  infantry  to  sene  on  a  new  element  Two  oonqsh 
Ilie^s  of  artiller}',  two  of  sappers,  and  one  of  pontoniers,  with  a 
detachment  of  artillery  train,  completed  our  garrison,  and  aH 
the  sick  and  wounded  were  left  in  the  hospitals  of  the  ciljy 
in  ho|)es  that,  on  their  recovery,  they  might  reinforce  as  ts 
8,000  or  9,000  men.  ^Vitli  these  means,  General  DaHon  fiH 
gaged  to  hold  to  the  last  extremity,  and  delay  the  cneiay  as 
long  as  possible.  He  nobly  kept  his  word ;  for  even  NnfttlMl 
could  not  have  foreseen  tliat  he  would  stand  nenriy 


APPENDIX— PART  UL  689 

and  not  surrender  at  last  He  was  also  empowered  to  make 
promotions;  and,  on  thia  occasion,  procured  for  me  a  noroina* 
tton  to  a  First  Lieutenancy,  and  the  long  desired  cross  of  tlie 
Legion  of  Honor,  the  sole  relic  which  1  have  preserved  of  my 
services  in  the  French  army. 

The  Emperor  then  prooeeded  towards  Mayence^  with  tli» 
mass  of  his  army,  reduced  to  70  or  80,000  men,  and  shorn  of 
much  of  its  splendor,  but  reorganized  and  ready  to  engage  anew. 
I  wrote  to  my  mother,  by  my  (riend  Corbett*  and  thus  happily 
prevented  the  shock  which  slie  would  have  felt  on  seeing  my 
name  amongst  those  of  the  killed  at  Leipzick.  Tlie  attempt  of 
the  Bavarians,  on  the  dl;it  October,  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the 
French  army,  and  their  sig^  chastisement  at  Hanau,  are  well 
known.  I  am  told  that  our  soldiers  never  fought  with  such 
fury ;  they  were  fired  by  a  thousand  motives,  but  chiefly  by 
indignation  at  the  desertion  of  allies,  and  the  attempt  of  so 
weak  an  enemy  to  complete  their  destruction  at  the  moment  of 
their  distress,  and  at  the  very  gates  of  France. 

Within  a  day  or  two  after  Napoleon's  departure,  we  were 
blockaded  by  tiie  advance  of  the  light  troops  of  the  enemy,  and 
such  was  tha  termination  of  my  first  campaign. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Campaign  of  ISU—Blodtade  of  Erfurt— From  the  84/A  of  Oo 

tober,  ISiSftothelsihMiy^lHU. 

InMNhidiofiw— The  blockade  of  Erfurt,  which  lasted  nearly 
seven  months,  presents  scenes  of  less  stupendous  magnitude  tliaa 
those  of  the  preceding  campaign,  yet  highly  interesting  to  him 
who  would  study  the  character  of  the  French  soldiery.  The 
skill  of  our  Generals,  the  devoted  patience  of  our  soldiers, 
tiieir  unbroken  spirit,  courage,  and  fidelity,  their  cheerfulness 
under  every  privation,  afforded  a  valuable  lesson  to  a  young 
warrior,  desirous  to  learn  the  duties  of  his  noble  profession 
in  every  situation.  It  has  been  said  that  tlie  French  are  only 
formidable  in  a  first  shock ;  that  they  have  no  patience  nor 
firmness  under  protracted  wants  and  sufferings.    Let  thus 
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rrlation,  and  tlirwp  of  the  sieges  of  Mayence*  (SeiMMy  Maltef 
Dantzick,  Huinbiirgli,  Torgau,  &r.  sen'e  im  a  reply. 

Before  I  enter  into  the  narnitive  of  this  blockade,  I  matt  fay 
a  flue  tribute  of  gratitude  and  esteem  to  the  two  brave  Gcnenb 
who  connnanded  u»,  and  to  whom  I  owe  such  inestimable  bbli- 
gations.    Alexander  Count  Dalton,  Oovemor  of  tiie  city  and 
fortress,    was  a  cousin  of  the  Duke  of  Feltre,  a  faandaofln 
man  and  arrom|dished  soldier.  jHrndentf  skilfult  and  intrepid; 
he  had  served  in  the  Bantrv  Bay  expeilition  along  mtii  his  bro- 
Ihrr  James,  who  was  also  Adjoint  to  my  father  in  tiie  last  firtal 
exjiedition  of  General  ilaniy.    They  are  both  honorably  nwa- 
(ionod  in  his  memoirs.    He  lost  anotlier  brothert  William,  an 
Aid-de-Camp  «»f  NajMileon,  at  Marengo,  and  was  hlmfldfAid- 
de-Camp  to  Bcrtliier,  and  employed  with  distinction  in  SpaiB. 
(lermnny,  and  Russia.    In  the  campaign  of  Moscow,  he  kd 
the  finest  regiment  of  infanli*}'  in  tlie  army,  and  had  bis  r^C 
ancle  shot  off  by  a  Biscayen  in  storming  Smolensko.    He  was 
then  promoted  to  the  ratik  of  Gencnil»  and  appointed  to  lbs 
stationary  government  of  Erfurt,  a  most  impoi"tant  positifm  at 
tlie  time,  as  it  covered  the  rear  and  contained  tlie  stores  of  tte' 
army,  and  was,  indeed,  the  key  of  its  communication  witk 
Fi*ance. — General  Uagneris,  of  a  i-esi^ectable  family  in  Gaaoo- 
ny,  had  enlisted  as  a  volunteer  in  the  beginning  of  tlie  Rerols- 
tiini,  and  passed  ilin )ugh  every  rank ;  he  had  been  thirieea  or 
tdui-teen  years  Adjutant  General  and  Chief  of  the  StaflTp  in  Cor- 
sica, and  thi*ough  the  whole  Spanish  war;  he  was  just  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  General,  and  led  a  fine  brigade  of  troops 
France,  wlien  he  was  detained  at  Krfiu't,  where  he  had  the  ii 
niodiate  coinmand  of  tlie  trooiis.    This  brave  old  soldier  had 
the  kindest,  punvst,  and  most  single  heart,  that  I  have  kmvn ; 
ho  \\  us  a  warm  and  energetic  ]mtriot,  a  strictly  and 
iously  honest  man,  and  a  true  philanthropist  Both  wero 
cd  with  lionorable  wounds. 


Bf/M'KA1)BflPTtlE(*ITT 

OF  liurruT..'Jiih  Oc- 
(nl)i'i  ISI3,  to  Ut.la- 
niiary,  I8l4  ....Sn'ly 

of  lIvrrk^^etHtfuii 

bombtrdfi'.eitC.  ...ca- 
liitulailiou  uTtlic  city. 


A  day  or  two  after  my  arrival.  General 
Dalton  assigneil  me  lodgings  in  the  citsdel 
and  gave  an  oinler  to  tlie  Municipality  til 
provide  me  with  bed  and  bedding.  But  tts 
inhabitants,  who  thought  we  vnaM  nherfly 
he  obliged  to  surrender,  wrre  in  itnhMfU 
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obey  i*cqulsitions ;  and,  in  tlie  mean  time,  wrapt  up  in  my  bloody 
and  tattered  cloak,  I  lay  for  two  or  tlirec  nigbts  on  the  stone 
floor,  burning  with  fever  and  pain.  I  lost  patience  at  length, 
and  rousing  myself,  by  a  desperate  effort,  walked  down,  in  a 
passion,  to  the  Municipality,  threatened  tlie  sitting  Magistrate 
in  most  execrable  and  voluble  High  Dutch,  (I  believe  I  drew 
or  handled  my  sabre,)  and  compelled  him,  with  his  followers, 
to  carry  up  to  the  fort  a  bed  and  bedding  for  me.  After  this 
exploit,  (the  only  instance  of  military  oppression  with  wliich  1 
can  be  charged,)  I  sunk  on  my  pallet,  perfectly  exhausted,  and 
was  seized  witli  delirium. .  Had  I  been  C4)nveyed  in  this  state  to 
tlie  crowded  and  infected  hospital,  1  was  gone.  But  General 
Dalton,  whose  staff  was  full,  pixqioscd  to  General  fiagneris  to 
take  me  for  his  Aid-do-Camp,  ^ving  him  the  most  flattering 
assurances  of  the  use  of  which  I  migJit  be^  by  my  military  zeal 
and  literal*}'  acquirements,  if  1  recovered.  Of  tliis  there  was 
certainly  no  probability  at  tlie  time,  and  my  appearance  must 
have  been  far  from  prepossessing.  But  tin's  excellent  and  wor- 
tliy  man,  moved  by  compassion  for  a  young  and  wounded  stran- 
ger, had  me  conveyed  to  his  own  apartment,  and  nursed  me 
himself  witli  tlie  tenderness  of  a  parent 

When  I  recovered,  at  the  end  of  a  few  days,  I  found  tliat  my 
clothes,  or  ratlier  rags,  (no  great  loss)  had  disappeared.  I  sup- 
pose the  soldiers  threw  them  away:  my  old  cloak,  which  I  have 
preserved,  and  still  call  my  Leipzick,  was  wrapt  around  me,  and, 
therefore,  escaped.  But  what  grieved  me  to  the  heart  was,  that 
iny  sabre,  my  companion,  which  I  had  presented  in  every  extre- 
mity, was  also  gone.  My  General  equipped  me  from  the  public 
stores,  with  a  soldier*8  coarse  uniform,  sabre,  horse,  and  accou- 
trements, decorated  rather  incongruously  with  epaulets.  I  was 
installed  in  the  staff,  like  one  of  tlie  family,  and  entered  on  my 
duties  in  a  few  days.  I  cannot  express  my  gratitude  to  that 
excellent  man ;  my  service  was  arduous  at  times,  but  very  in- 
structive, for  Dalton  and  Bagneris  were  both  vigilant  officers, 
and  inspected  daily  and  nightly  all  theii*  works,  batteries, 
stores,  and  hospitals. 

Tlie  enemy  bad  now  formed  a  regular  blockade,  and  tlirown 

a  cordon  of  troops  all  round  the  city,  occupying  the  neighboring 

villages.    This  blockade  was  conducted  at  first,  1  believe,  by 

General  KJeist,  afterwards  by  Zictlien,  and  latterly  by  Tauen- 
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zirn.  altrr  lie  had  succemiiTly  taken  Glogau,  Dresden,  Tivgai^ 

Wittenberg.  Magdcbnurg,  &r.  Tlicse  troops  were  occaniHuUf 
relieved  :  Am*  twb  ilivisioii  or  the  allies,  on  its  march  to  Frmnc^ 
sto|)peil  a  few  dayn  to  salute  us  with  a  cannonade  or  boiiibaid> 
mont  in  llie  finit  ilavK  ot  the  niege,  we  obser^'ed  that  they  Bod}' 
ronsifltrd  ot  laniluelir,  or  militia,  and  guarded 
ncp;llgenllv.  Ve  planned,  in  roniiequcnce,  a  sally,  in 
tearh  tlioni  more  caution,  and.  on  a  darii  iiigli^ 
Truin  our  tliivc  infantry  rrgimentH.  led  by  officers  trained  tathe 
prtile  guerre  in  S|>aint  glidcil  out.  sufiiriscd  their  ou^MWta,  niA- 
nut  giving  an  alai-m.  and  sun'ounded  t)ie  village  of  Unngi- 
hofen.  a  little  more  tlian  a  cannon  hIioI  from  tlie  North  tide  rf 
the  city.  Before  a  muxket  was  fired,  detaclimcnts  were  jdaceJ 
in  anibiisli,  in  ditches  and  licflgcH  all  around,  to  iiitercqit  il 
aid :  the  village  wwi  tlien  Httarkcd,  and  fired  in  an  iaitiA 
Though  surprised  in  their  shirtt.  for  they  were  moatiy  gnell 
lied  ill  tlie  hiiuscs.  tlu'  Pnissinnn.  (a  roi-jis  of  Sllcsian  wdantBtl^J 
made  a  desperate  ivsistaiice.  and.  iTfiisiiig  all  quarter,  contiHri 
io  fiiT  from  Uie  windows  till  they  uere  surrounded  fay  the 
We  took  few  prisoners,  and  few  osrapiil,  but  several 
Mere  ronsunietl  in  the  burning  villnge.  Though  still  vcty 
I  acroiHpaniod  this  sally,  and  ran  considerable  risk  by , 
lip  the  stiivt  to  [wrstiade  (hem  to  surrentlcr ;  they  ird  t 
int.  andcuniiK-lled  nic  to  i-Ptiif,  fiustcr  than  I  went  in.  H* 
alann  was  now  gi\Tn.  and  all  tlie  posts  of  the  enemy  mnb 
mntioii.  but  fell  bark,  when  saluted  on  every  side  by  the  Ir^ 
our  uinbushi-s.  We  re-entered  tlie  city  at  day-break,  witb  SBk 
or  nu  Ions. 

'I'his  exploit  o\as|icrateil  General  Kleist.  Be  sboveiiii 
■■escntnient.  by  erecting  some  butteries  of  howitzers,  andw 
inenring  on  the  Glh  of  November  a  most  furious 
on  the  poor  city.  During  this  scene,  I  made  the  (Ulovitfi^ 
eervations:  1.  In  tliefirstplace,onthrsuperiorityof  thecal 
shell,  overmost  of  the  engiiu>s  of  dcNtnictiun,  since  inveitBi 
have  licard  and  read.  that,  during  tlie  battle  oT  IjapaUk,  l> 
allies  employed  Cougreve  i-ockets  and  Shrapnella.  I 
Bwrr.  that,  in  that  mass  of  firing,  their  effect  WBSiMiteni|» 
reived.  But  the  common  shell,  so  much  simpler  In  ita  o 
tion  and  operation,  is  more  deatructire  in  orcry  wn,  aj 
Incendiary  machine^  will  set  fire  in  a  few  minute^  4am 
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village.  I  have  seen  it  at  Bischoiiiwerda,  Leipzick,  and  Er- 
furt. 2«  In  the  second  place,  I  was  struck  by  the  very  trifling 
eflfect  of  a  bombardmenty  on  the  military  defence  of  a  fortified 
place.  It  was  very  mischievous  to  the  inhabitants  of  Erfurt, 
fcH*  it  burnt  a  large  quarter  of  the  town,  and  left  a  great 
esplanade  between  the  city  and  citadel,  which  was  very 
useful  to  us  afterwards.  This  was  ratlier  hard  on  those  poor 
people,  who  hated  us  most  ccM^ially  and  patriotically.  But 
as  to  the  g^arrison,  they  were  scarcely  annoyed  by  it  It  bum* 
ed  some  of  their  barracks,  stables,  and  forage,  but  did  not 
diminish  our  means  of  defence.  The  soldiers  were  a  little 
stunned  on  the  first  day,  by  the  number  of  shells  which  ex- 
ploded every  instant  around  them;  but,  after  a  few  hours,  did 
not  mind  them.  Shelters  were  formed  by  placing  beams  against 
the  ramparts,  at  an  angle  of  from  thirty  to  forty-five  degrees, 
and  there  they  lay  in  perfect  safety.  When  a  bomb  fell  by  them, 
tiiey  threw  themselves  flat  on  the  ground,  and  waited  till  it  ex* 
ploded;  it  could  not  hurt  them  in  that  position,  and  we  had  not 
above  seven  or  eight  men  iiyured  in  all.  The  bombardment 
lasted  three  days,  and  the  enemy  cast  about  six  thousand  shells 
on  tlie  city. 

During  this  bombardment,  a  very  alarming  scene  took  place 
at  the  hospital,  where  the  patients  took  fright  at  the  noise 
of  the  sliells  bursting  on  tlie  roofl  General  Dalton  hoisted  a 
black  flag  over  it,  but  it  seemed  only  to  attract  the  enemy's 
fire.  The  sick  and  woimded,  in  their  terror,  wanted  to  {orot  the 
gate,  and  we  were  compelled  to  drive  them  in,  for  the  build- 
ing being  slated,  the  bombs  rolled  off  it,  and  they  could  be  no 
where  so  safely.^* Whilst  we  were  watching  their  effect  from  the 
ramparts,  we  were  also  informed,  that  a  store  of  spirituous  li« 
quors  was  in  flames,  and  that  our  soldiers  were  leaving  their 
post  and  running  in  crowds,  to  save,  or  rather  drink  off  tiie 
burning  schnaps.  I  ran  with  another  officer,  sword  in  hand, 
and  we  seized  the  gate;  the  rioters  instantly  took  to  flight, 
and  we  allowed  them  to  duck  and  dive  successively  under  our 
arms,  with  a  good  whack  on  their  heads,  backs,  and  shoulders, 
as  it  was  not  worth  while  making  an  example.  We  had, 
however,  been  in  some  danger,  if  they  had  all  got  intoxicat- 
ed.— As  long  as  the  bombardment  lasted,  I  wasgallopinirto  and 
fro  through  the  city,  carrying  wdcrs,  under  flie  ilre^  i 
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quite  rc(*klrss  or  it.  I  perceived  in  one  of  mv  roitraesy  an  uii- 
lortuntite  bookseller  in  despair;  liis  shop  was  burning.  I  oflered 
him  all  the  money  I  had.  about  Heven  dollars,  and  he  allowed  me 
to  select  as  many  books  as  1  could  carry  off  with  mc  I  took  a 
set  of  Latin  classics.  Iiistcu'ians  and  poets,  and  Dante,  BoocadOy 
and  Ariosto,  which  proved  an  invaluable  resource  to  me  durii^ 
the  following  winter. 

In  the  beginning  of  Uiis  siege,  our  means  of  defence  were  am- 
ple, but  a  secret  plague,  introduced  by  the  fugitives  and  strag- 
lers  of  the  (vrand  Army,  soon  proved  nioi*e  destructive  than  aD 
the  attempts  of  the  enemy.  The  typhus  fever  bi-oke  out  in  the 
hospitals  and  city,  and  carried  off.  for  some  time,  hundreds  ia 
a  day.  CaK  loads  of  dead  were  conveyed  from  the  hospitais 
every  morning,  and  hurled  by  heaps  into  graat  cavities  dog  for 
the  pur|)ose,  where  I  have  often  beheld  thenit  nakcsd,  dyed  by 
corruption,  fnmi  a  livid  to  a  gi*eenisli  hue,  and  frozen  to  tte 
hardness  of  nmrble.  hiking  like  colored  statues,  in  all  the  div- 
loHed  attitudes  anfl  featuiTs  of  agony.  I  was  seized  with  it, 
soon  after  the  hombanhnent.  and  had  a  severe  i^clapde.  I  have 
little  or  no  recollet  tion  of  this  iieriixl,  and  was  delirious  moBt 
of  the  time:  luit  I  am  assured  that  I  wius  twenty-one  days  ia 
this  state;  and.  under  that  Pi*ovidence,  which  reserved  me  Id 
irvisit  and  console  my  mother.  1  certainly  owed  my  life,  to  the 
generous  and  tender  care  of  Uenenil  Bagneris.  When  I  bmni 
to  recover,  the  winter  was  set  in,  and  I  took  a  fancy  to  try  the 
snow  batli.  in  tlie  Russian  fashion.  I  rubbed  myself  with  snow 
every  morning  from  head  to  foot,  as  long  as  the  cold  lasted; 
and  though  1  would  not  ventui-e  to  recommend  tliis  remedy  to 
any  one  else,  it  succeeded  witli  mc  admii-ably,  restoring  aiy 
stivngth  and  apjn^tite  to  a  surprising  degree. 

Towanls  the  commencement  of  December,  and  just  as  I  was 
heginningtoircover.oursituation  was  grown  vei-y  critical.  Tiw 
cold  was  intense,  and  several  sentries  wero  fVozen ;  the  anew 
drifted  in  our  ditches,  to  the  height  of  more  tlian  twenty  tedt 
and  in  many  places,  offered  to  an  enterprising  enemy,  the 
of  scaling  the  ramparts  in  the  night  We  used  every 
tion  of  mmlern.  and  even  of  ancient  wai'fare,  erecting  cavaUen, 
planting  palisafloes.  and  hanging  heavy  beams  on  our  parapelii, 
to  hurl  upcm  him  if  he  should  attempt  it  But  tlie  fever  had  al<* 
ready  carried  off  four  or  five  thousand  men ;  our  hosjiitala 
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full,  we  were  not  fifteen  hundred  fit  for  duty,  the  circuit 
which  we  had  to  guard  was  immense^  and  the  soldiers  were  ex- 
hausted witli  incessant  watcliing,  and  unable  to  keep  even  tlie 
gates  and  entries  in  sufiicient  force. 

Under  these  circumstances.  General  Dalton  at  lengtli  listen- 
ed to  the  repeated  propositions  of  the  enemy,  and  conducted 
his  negotiation  with  consummate  skill  and  ability,  disguising 
his  real  weakness,  by  demonstrations  of  desperate  obstinacy 
and  resolution.  The  following  conditions,  (which  Uie  enemy 
would  assuredly  not  have  granted,  had  he  known  our  real 
condition,)  were  agreed  upon,  after  much  debate:  1.  That 
the  French  troops  should  retain,  not  only  the  citadel  of  Pe- 
tersberg  and  fort  of  Cyriacsberg.  but  the  whole  height  on 
^hich  they  are  built,  the  two  catliedrals,  and  tlie  upper  course 
of  the  river,  with  the  watermill  erected  on  it,  which  was  in- 
dispensable to  IIS.  These  were  all  to  be  surrounded  by  field 
works  and  palisadoes,  and  time  was  granted  to  us  to  erect  them, 
along  with  many  new  cavaliers  in  tlie  citadel,  and  in  tliat  part 
of  the  ramparts  of  the  city,  which  we  retained.  2.  That  neu- 
trality should  bo  maintained  towards  the  city,  the  allies  making 
no  attack  on  the  forts,  nor  the  forts  on  tliem,  but  tliat  hostili- 
ties should  continue  on  the  other  side,  towards  the  country. 
3.  That  the  French  sick,  unfit  for  transportation,  should  remain 
in  the  city  hospitals  till  cured,  and  then  be  sent  up  to  the  fort 
By  this  last  condition,  we  kept  some  communication  with  tliat 
world,  from  which  we  were  isolated  on  tlie  top  of  our  two  rocks. 
Mr.  De  Turenne,  a  superior  officer  of  cavalry,  was  allowed,  on 
tlie  2rtli  December,  to  carry  this  convention  to  France,  and  I 
wrote  again,  by  him,  to  my  motlicr. 

During  tlie  last  month  of  our  possession  of  tlie  city,  I  remem- 
ber frequently  visiting  it,  and  making  some  agreeable  acquaint- 
ances amongst  the  poor  inhabitants,  who  had  suffered  very  much. 
I  believe  it  was  about  the  1st  of  January,  1B14,  tliat  we  finally 
evacuated  it,  and  shut  ourselves  up  on  our  rock.  The  Prus- 
sians entered  immediately,  and,  during  the  movement,  the  inha- 
bitants rose  in  a  riot,  and  beat  some  of  our  soldiers  and  com- 
missaries who  had  been  employed  in  levying  contributioas  and 
requisitions,  and  tarried  a  Uttlc  too  late.  The  Prussians  apolo- 
gized for  this  violence. 
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BuNrKinioPTnCiT-        Thc  improvement  of  oiip  oonditidn  wim 
u?j.^''i«"'to    concentrated  in  Uie  citadel  of  Erfurt. 
Ath  April.— Saiiin—    immediate  and  striking.  Ourinvalidi 
CoD%-cutioB.  ported  to  tlie  airy  summit  of  the  rodu  wben 

one  of  the  catlicdrals  was  turned  into  an 
hospital  for  their  use,  rapidly  recovered.   Tlie  enemj  lllkd  tke 
city  with  his  sick,  which  was  certainly  a  convenience  to  faill^ 
but  a  great  pledge  to  us,  as  he  durst  not  attempt  the  least  tm^ 
liition  of  the  treaty,  lest  we  should  fire  the  town,  whhdi  was  iu 
our  iM)wer  at  any  moment  Our  garrison  was  now  ample  for  oar 
narrow  limits,  our  provisions,  from  tlie  reduction  of  our  nnia- 
bei-s.  were  abundant,  and  we  hail  nearly  three  hundred  pieoa 
in  battery,  on  the  only  quai'ter,  from  whence  we  cxmld  be  as- 
sailed. Our  situation  was  singular  enough ;  on  one  aide^  pmce, 
and  tlie  sentries  of  the  two  parties  stood  rjuietly  at  ten  paces  (roai 
each  other:  on  the  otlicr,  war^  and  the  moment  one  Pmaaiaapaa- 
ed  tlie  limits,  we  fired  upon  him.    Constantly  at  flie  battarifl^ 
I  iirrfected  myself  very  much  in  tlie  service  of  the  engineer 
artillery  officer,  of  which  I  had  studied  tlie  theory  at  St 
main's,  and  found  this  duty  an  excellent  coorao  of  practfcal 
instruction.  Our  greatest  anxiety  was  now  to  keep  up  the  qiiriti 
of  thc  soldiers  in  tlicir  confined  situation^  and  for  this  purpose^ 
Genoi*al  Dulton  exerted  all  his  means  with  admirahle  aocceaSi 
One  of  the  cathedrals,  as  I  have  before  observed,  was  turned 
into  an  hospital.    The  other  was  converted  partly  into  a  stable 
for  our  lioi*ses,  and  partly  into  a  tlieatre.   Our  Engineen  ex- 
erted all  their  ingenuity  to  fit  it  up  w  ith  machinery^  and  it  made 
a  very  tolerable  a])pearaiice,  sujierior  to  many  theatres  in  the 
])ro\  incTH.    Our  officei-s  gave  repiTsentations  onoe  or  twice  a 
^eek.  to  which  all  the  troops  were  admitted  in  their  turn*  lad 
they  were  liighly  delighted  with  them.   They  played  little  co- 
medies. Vaudevilles,  the  smaller  pieces  of  Moliere»    wUdi 
passed  very  well,  (though  our  ladies  bad  to  shave  b^irB  tlaj 
entered  on  the  stage,)  and  tliey  also  gave  concerts  and  danoeii 
An  oiTlii^tra  was  formed,  and  tlie  old  revolutionaiy  tunni»  iBtm 
Mai*seillaise,  &c«  were  revived,  which  iirodncedf  for  a  tiflMp  a 
wonderful  effect  Contests  arose  between  our  musical  baadaand 
those  of  tlie  enemy,  who  played  the  Tyrdese  march  erery  even- 
ing, on  the  esplanade  of  the  city,  under  our  ramparts,  and  on 
iieuti-al  ground.    We  replied,  by  the  martial  air*  <<  La  Vkki^ 
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est  d  fumSf^  which  I  confess  was  not  perfectly  appropriate  to  our 
situation,  and  sounded  somewhat  like  a  Hiodomontade.  Another 
of  our  amusements,  which  for  some  time  puzzled  and  frightened 
the  people  of  Erfurt  very  much,  was  constiaicting  and  letting  off 
air  halloons,  on  the  Montgolfier  plan,  which  were  answered  by 
fireworks,  &C  from  Cyriacsberg.  The  first  which  we  let  off, 
excited  the  terror  of  tlie  whole  country.  They  could  not  guess 
what  signal  it  might  not  convey,  or  what  horrible  engine  might 
not  be  concealed  in  its  bowels,  and  when  it  fell,  tliey  ran  up 
and  tore  it  to  pieces,  to  search  them. 

On  examining  his  means,  Grcncral  Dalton  soon  perceived  that 
his  beef  would  fail.  He  got  some  horses  privately  slaughtered, 
and  distributed.  When  he  found  tliat  the  soldiers  fed  on  it 
heartily  and  never  suspected  the  change,  he  assembled  them  and 
announced  it,  adding  that  he  had  plenty  of  that  meat.  They 
shouted  with  great  alacrity,  and  immediately  ran  to  fetch 
the  heads  and  hoofs  of  the  horses,  which  had  been  concealed, 
and  put  tliem  into  their  soup.  Indeed,  the  cheerfulness  of  tlieir 
spirits  under  every  privation,  was  admirable.  I  should  add, 
however,  tliat  horse  flesh  is  very  tolerable  meat  and  not  easily 
distinguishable  from  common  beef:  I  believe  the  chief  reason 
for  not  consuming  it  generally  as  food,  is,  tliat  tiie  horse  is  so 
much  more  useful  and  expensive  an  animal  than  the  ox,  during 
his  life,  and  that  he  has  little  more  than  half  the  same  quantity 
nt  flesh  on  his  bones. 

In  this  strange  and  isolated  situation,  I  contrived  for  myself 
a  great  number  of  amusements  and  occupations.  I  had  a  Nan- 
ny goat  to  feed,  and  she  paid  me  by  lier  milk.  My  Latin  clas- 
sics were  a  pever  failing  resource :  I  read  for  tlie  first  time 
my  Italian  autliors,  in  their  own  dialect,  tind  studied  Its  ener- 
gies and  capabilities,  llie  Divina  Comedia,  the  Orlando  Ina- 
morato and  Decameron,  which  I  could  scarcely  bear  in  trans- 
lationsy  now  appeared  to  roe  in  unveiled  beauty.  I  had  always 
been  passionately  fond  of  music,  but  never  sounded  an  instru- 
ment before.  I  now  taug^ht  myself  on  an  old  piano,  which  lay 
in  tiie  organ  lofk,  to  play,  first  simple  tunes,  then  harmoniesi 
and,  lastly,  voluntaries  ad  libitum. 

From  flie  moment  that  the  allies  crossed  the  Rhine,  which 
they  did  not  venture  till  the  Ist  of  January,  1814,  the  besiegers 
tent  us  due  notice  of  their  progress,  which,  of  course,  was  not 
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underrated  in  the  relation,  and  which  \\c  as  duly  disbelieveiL 
At  length,  towanls  the  close  of  winter*  finding  themsclFes  too 
Avoak  to  attack  us  on  the  counti-}'  side,  and  debarred  from  Mng 
it  oiienly  on  the  other,  they  utteropted  to  evade  tlie  convention  by 
damming  up  the  streams,  so  as  to  stop  our  mills.    This  exdtcd, 
at  tiiNt,  some  commotion  :  it  was  cleai*iy  against  the  smse,  if 
not  the  dii-ect  tiMior  of  our  agreement,  and  it  was  proposed  to 
threaten  them  with  our  cannon,  and  compel  them  to  give  up  the 
attempt     But,  after  examining  the  ground,  onr  engineers  beg- 
ged us  to  leave  that  matter  to  their  care,  promising,  as  tiieyhad 
the  conniiand  of  the  up|ier  regions,  to  turn  this  contrivance 
against  those  who  had  deviseil  it.     We  remained,  therefore,  in 
Iierfect  inactivity,  allowing  their  workmen  to  labor  under  our 
very  noses.     But,  as  soon  as  they  had  raised  the  waters  to  a 
certain  height,  and  stop])ed  the  mills,  our  engineers  let  it  off 
suddenly  in  another  quarter,  full  on  tlieir  esplanade,  between 
the  citadel  and  cit^'.  and  drove  their  guards  off  it,  for  n  dqr 
or  two.     They  twice  again  attempted  the  same  work,  and  were 
twice  toiled  in  Die  same  manner. 

Uuring  (liis  trial  of  skill,  a  small  incident  excited  much  laugh- 
ter, ntiised  the  spirits  of  the  soldiei's,  and  afforded  a  serious 
relief  to  our  sick.  'VUv  piimeers,  in  digging,  discovered  a  mass 
of  hiiricd  filth  and  dung:  on  removing  it,  an  iron  door,  and 
then  vast  cellars.  fiUed  with  the  choicest  Rhenish  wine,  and 
Chainpaigno  and  Burguiuly  in  ({uantities.  We  concluded  this 
was  a  sacivd  de]M)sifc,  the  sanctuary  of  the  convent*  hidden 
from  the  prctfane  hy  the  gcKKl  canons  of  tlic  cathedral,  who,  on 
evacuating  the  place,  concealed  in  it  their  holiest  and  most  val- 
ued tn'asure.  We  quickly  romoved  it  hence;  every  oflhxr 
irceived  a  small  shai*e,  hut  the  mass  was  reserved  for  tiie  use 
of  the  hospitals,  where  it  proved  of  the  greatest  benefit  in  cur- 
ing the  drhility  remaining  aftiT  the  typhus  fever.  We  then 
t  losed  up  the  cave  as  we  found  it,  in  onlcr  tliatthe  good  monks 
might  he  edified  on  their  roturn. 

Thus  was  our  winter  sjicnt.  As  soon  as  the  first  green  ap- 
|)eaivd.  our  sfddiei*s  fell  on  every  thing  that  looked  like  n  root* 
leaf,  or  blade  of  grass,  and  devoured  it  A  number  of  then 
got  very  sick  with  boiling  hemlock  in  tlieir  soup.  I  remember 
our  ignorant  cook  culling  the  buds  of  some  oak  trees  to  nweetm 
our  horse  brotli :  the  decoction  was  of  course  as  bitter  ns  inkf 
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ftnd  this  novd  experiment  in  cookery,  was  unanimously 
rejected  with  great  laughter.  As  soon  as  the  fields  show- 
ed some  grass  and  Tegetables,  the  sound  of  musketry  anil 
skinnishing  re-commenced ;  tlie  General,  for  the  sake  of  ant> 
■sating  the  sfHrits  of  his  men,  still  more  than  for  tiiat  of  the 
supplies  which  they  night  gather,  indulging  them  In  frequent 
sallies,  where  the  enemy,  who  feared  the  reach  of  oar  great 
guns,  after  a  slight  resistance,  always  retired  to  the  moun- 
tains. We  had  some  difficulty  in  restraining  pursuit.  At 
length  these  tiaUies  were  repeated  till  we  had  stripped  all  the 
space  under  our  guns,  like  locusts  or  caterpillars.  1  remember 
a  characteristic  anecdote  in  one  of  them.  A  party  of  Cossacksr 
which  had  attunpted  to  cut  off  ttome  of  our  stragglers,  was  ]iut  to 
Sight  by  a  discharge  fhim  our  batteries  and  a  horse  was  killed. 
It  lay  visible  bom  the  rampart,  but  at  a  great  distance.  Next 
morning,  as  soon  as  the  gates  were  opened,  a  party  of  soldiers 
ran  full  speed  to  the  enemy's  posts,  dislodged  tliem  after  Honn 
smart  firing,  and  brought  back  in  triumph  a  steak  of  the  horse. 
Iliia  was  not  want;  it  was  wantonness  of  spirit  Next  day  ano- 
ther parQr  did  the  same,  and  on  the  tliird  day,  the  mangled  re- 
mains of  the  brute  Ainushed  a  third  party  with  a  similar  amuae> 
ment  On  this  last  occasion,  a  greiudier,  to  brave  the  enemy, 
and  show  tfiat  we  did  not  eat  their  horse  from  famine,  but  for 
glory,  left  his  loaf  on  the  mutilated  carcass. 

General  Dalton  at  this  time  distributed  garden  seeds  amongjit 
his  officers  and  men,  and  the  ditches  were  all  sowed  with  them, 
They  afforded  not  only  amusement,  but  a  serious  relief  and 
wholesome  food  to  our  scorbutic  sick.  Our  communications 
with  the  Cyriacsberg  vere  now  repeated  daily,  and  a  curious 
incident  which  ha{^>ened  one  morning,  raised  our  spirits  to  on 
extravagant  degree.  From  that  fort  a  post  chaise  voa  dis- 
covered at  dawn,  driving  near  it,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
Pmsuan  outposts,  which  observed  a  very  respectful  di<^ 
tance^  A  par^  was  detached  to  intercept  it,  and  discoverai 
a  young  Prussian  militia  surgeon,  who  seemed  in  a  horror  of 
amazement  at  his  btc.  He  was  brou^t  to  tho  citadel,  ami 
frankly  confessed  that,  a  few  days  before,  about  the  middle  of 
Fcbmarj'.  he  1 1 ml  nin  awaj  I'rom  tliosc  iiuiu-itair  ilrvils.  ilic 
FiYiicli,  at  tlic;  battle  uf  Montminiil.  m-ar  Parifi.  (one  of  the  moKt 
gliH-tous  vi(  lories  of  tliat  afttonitiliing  campaign  of  '^'-j-^ppj) 
and  tliai  they  were  driving  all  heforc  tin-m.  il.-  Itml  nrer--  ' 
Vot.  II— P3 
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postclmise,  and,  lest  he  should  be  son!  back  to  the  miaeries  and 
dangers  of  the  war»  which  he  described  in  the  most  glowiii|f  oo- 
loi-s,  or  arrested  as  a  deserter,  he  was  avoiding  every  miUitMry 
post  on  his  return,  wlien,  to  iiis  utter  astonishment^  he  fiwiid  a 
body  of  Fi'enchineii  in  tiie  very  heart  of  Grenuany.  and  fell  into 
tlieir  hands.  He  Wivs  dismissed  as  an  innocent,  and  his  poat- 
chaisi*  wouUI  have  been  ivturned  to  him,  but,  during  his  ezami- 
nalicm  by  the  Genei*aU  his  liorsc  had  been  cut  and  eaten  up  bj 
tlie  garrison  of  Cyriacsberg. 

Our  fate  was.  however,  involved  with  higher  destinies^  and. 
this  momentary  glini])sc  of  g(KMl  foi*tune  was  soon  clouded.  By 
the  niiddk*  of  March  the  enemy  sent  us  infonnation  of  flie  tIc- 
tories  of  Blucher,  exaggerated,  of  course,  extravagantly,  and 
equally  disbelieved.  We  heard  of  tiie  reverses  of  our  last  army, 
of  tiie  rapture  of  Paris  on  the  SOth  of  Maixh*  of  the  depositimi 
of  Na|)uIeon.  and  of  the  defection  of  those  leaders  and  counsel- 
lors >\  horn  he  had  raised  to  such  power  and  eminence.  The 
enemy  repmitedly  sinnnioned  us  to  ch^seil:  a  falling  cause,  and 
yield  to  a  connnun  destiny.  At  length,  the  airi^al  of  the  Bour- 
bons, the  abdication  of  NaiMileon,  on  the  6th  of  April,  flie  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  new  dynasty  by  all  Fnince,  and  the  de- 
parture t»r  our  former  Em]K'i*or  for  Elba,  were  announced,  re- 
announrcd  to  us,  and  still  disbelieved.  We  were  told  that  ve 
st(M>d  alone  in  arms  against  the  new  Govenunent  of  France,  as 
well  as  against  all  Eui*oiie,  and  wen'  tiii'eatencd  with  beingex- 
cluded  for  our  obstiimcy,  fi*oni  any  ti*eaty,  and  sent  to  Siberia. 
We  still  held  firm. 

Our  pi*ovisi(nis  began  to  fail,  and  we  were  reduced  to  sizteai 
or  seventeen  lean  hni-ses.  Our  foiTignera  began  to  deact^ 
thougli  we  shot  one  sentry  for  an  example,  who  endeaTond  to 
escai>e  to  the  enemy  whilst  he  was  on  guard.  The  enemy*  by 
a  most  unmanly  insult,  assembled  a  dozen  of  the  deserters  on 
the  esplanade,  under  the  walls  of  the  citadel,  and  In  the  neu- 
tral gi'ound.  and  prepared  a  grand  feast  for  them,  with  niusir« 
toasts,  and  songs.  Our  soldiers  took  fire,  and  could  hardly  be 
stopiKMl  fi*om  rusliing  out  to  seize  them.  The  General,  liovevciv 
despatched  me,  with  an  impenitive  request  to  tbe  Prussian 
commander  to  stop  this  unmanly  and  unmilitary  soene,  and 
withdraw  these  scoundrels,  or  wc  would  consider  Hnb  conTett" 
tion  as  annulled  and  instantly  fire  the  cify.  As  soon  as  I  a|h 
pt^aiTd  at  the  barriers,  the  deserters  rose  and  ran  awigrt 
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J*ru8sian  commander  made  a  shuffling  and  evasive  apology^ 
but  attempted  no  more  to  present  such  spectacles  to  our  sight. 

At  this  period  we  agitated  the  most  desperate  pityects,  such 
as  rushing  out  and  pushing  on  to  tlie  Rhine,  for  we  yet  trusted 
there  was  much  exaggeration  in  Uie  reports  we  received  from 
the  enemy;  though  the  Paris  newspapers  were  sent  to  us. 
At  length  General  Dal  ton  consented  to  negotiate,  on  condi- 
tion that  a  French  and  a  Prussian  officer  should  be  sent  to 
Paris  to  ascertain  tlie  real  state  of  affairs^  and  bring  back  to 
the  rc8i)ective  parties  the  definitive  orders  of  their  Govern- 
ments. I  cannot  express  how  much  I  was  flattered  by  Cieneral 
Dalton's  choice  of  me  for  tiiis  delicate  mission.  1  believe  I 
enjoyed  his  confidence  and  esteem,  and  that  lie  trusted  in  my 
prudence  and  discretion,  but  1  also  believe  tliat  he  kindly 
tliought  of  my  poor  mother,  and  of  the  joy  she  would  feel  in 
beholding  me  again. 

I  received  from  the  General  verbal  instructions,  as  to  what 
I  should  do  or  say  in  every  supposition  of  circumstances,  and 
ordera  to  give  in  tlic  adhesion  of  tlie  gaiTison  to  the  new  Go- 
vernment, in  case  the  news  given  us  by  the  enemy  was  confirm- 
ed :  for  we  clearly  could  not  separate  our  cause  from  tliat  of 
France*  I  also  took  accurate  notes  of  our  real  force,  means, 
and  situation  in  Erfurt,  to  lay  them  before  the  French  Govern- 
ment, (whatever  it  might  be,)  and,  for  fear  of  accidents,  wrote 
them  in  Latin,  in  the  form  of  marginal  comments,  through  the 
pages  of  my  Cesar's  Commentaries.  The  following  table  ex- 
hibits the  numerical  force  to  which  we  were  then  reduced : 

Baital't.      Ren^t  Officen.    Non  com'd  OfRcen.    Printet. 

Three            2<l   marine  artiUeiy,  59 

One              15th  infiiniry,  21 

One              49th      do  31 

One              r7th      do  22 
Of  ihe  artillery^  artillery  train  and 

workmen,  8 
Of  the  enipneen,  tappers  &  pontoniers   8 

Of  the  cavalr}',  8 

U7 


82 
35 
33 
30 

387 
2i3 
202 
199 

10 
18 
15 

123 

197 

99 

223 

1450 

Grand  total. 

1820 

^  N.  B.  Thete  were  the  relict  of  eii^Ut  or  nine  thousand  men.  At  fatt  at  the 
lick  in  the  hotpital  recorered,  they  were  incorporated  in  one  of  thete  corps. 
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RcTCM  TO  Fbasci.        On  the  S6tl»  of  April,  one  year 

AdiieftionoTcheiar-    gAFTison  at  Gray  for  the  armjy 
»oii~.iit  iDiirch  lo    montlis  from  that  on  which  I  entered 

Stmburgh—  retnni 

to  Vuh.  I  set  out  in  company  with  a  PmasianAid-dD- 

camp  to  irtum  to  Fi-ance,  by  tlie  same  route  which  I  had  fidhyw- 
ed  on  leaving  it  I  need  not  nor  could  I,  describe  the  natnreor 
my  emotions  on  witnessing  her  humiliations,  and  the  allte  tri- 
umphing in  Paris.  I  must,  however,  declare  that,  inatead  of 
meeting  with  any  personal  incivility,  1  was  treated  hy  aB 
tlieir  officers  witii  almost  obsequious  courtesy.  They  fleennd 
extremely  desirous,  (especially  the  Russians,)  to  condliato  the 
French  :  tliey  praised  them  highly,  and  did  not  acmplB  ta 
express  a  much  poorer  opinion  of  tlieir  auxiliaries,  the  Ger- 
mans. <'  fVcre  our  two  nations  unitttU**  they  would  often  asj, 
<•  Iff  could  give  laics  to  the  world.**  O:;  my  passage  thrsa^ 
Metz,  I  called  m\  a  warrior,  illustrious  by  his  early  ezpioiti  in 
the  arnii(*s  or  the  Republic,  but  latterly  notorious  only  for  bis  ha- 
mcnse  wealth  and  sordid  pai'simony.  Marshal  Kellerman,  Dike 
of  Valmy  :  1  \\ished  botli  to  pay  my  reispects  to  him,  and  oUain 
some  information  on  tlie  present  state  of  alFairs.  He  invfted  mt 
to  dine.  The  company  consisted  of  a  dozen  officers ;  flie  dimer 
Avas  mean  and  silent  Each  of  those  gentlemen  had  a  little  deMi- 
bonteilleof  rin  dn  pays,hut  the  Mai-shaUtowhomNapeli 
given  tho  i  ich  vineyard  of  Ilocliheim,  had  a  bottle  of  its 
site  wine  bnHight  in,  out  of  whicli  he  drank,  withoat  oifering 
di*op  to  any  of  the  c<m]]>nny.  1  confess  that  I  was  not  sorry  Is 
hear  afterwards  that  the  allies  had  confiscated  tlus  property. 
Fi*om  thence,  passing  through  clouds  of  Cossacks.  I  wept  over 
the  ruins  of  Champagne,  and  entered  Paris,  in  the  beginning 
of  May. 

On  my  arrival,  I  saw  at  once  thai  I  had  but  one  course  to  fol- 
low. I  hastily  embiniced  my  mother,  (our  mutiud  feelings  it  is 
needless  to  dwell  u|Nm.)  and,  calling  on  General  Dupont^  then 
Minister  of  War,  explained  to  him  our  whole  situation.  Intro- 
duced Ky  him  to  the  Count  of  Artois,  (the  present  King)  I  gaTS 
in  the  adhesion  of  our  ganison,  and  received,  on  the  5th  of  M^fy 
oi*ders  to  return  imme^liatcly  by  Wurtzboorg  to  Erfkirtf  with 
instructions  t(»  the  Governors  of  those  two  fortresses,  (Genemh 
Turi*eau  and  Dalton.)  to  evacuate  them ;  delivering  tlai  to  the 
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Bavarians  and  Prussians,  and  marching  witli  their  garrisons  to 
Strasburgh.  With  the  consent  and  approbation  of  tlie  King  of 
Pnissia  we  were  to  carry  off  all  the  cannon  and  military  stores 
in  Erfnrt  which  belonged  originally  to  France. 

Posting  back  with  all  speed  to  Strasburgh,  and  proceeding 
night  and  day  to  Wurtzbourg,  I  delivered  my  orders  to  Gene- 
ral Turreau,  and  pushed  on  to  Erfurt,  where  I  amved  about  the 
10th  or  12th  of  May.  The  Prussians  were  now  as  flattering 
and  complimentary  as  they  had  been  insolent ;  tliey  ate  a  horse 
flesh  dinner  in  the  Citadel :  they  admired  our  theatres,  Morks, 
and  inventions ;  when  we  told  them  we  had  buried  6000  men, 
they  declared  they  had  lost  15,000  during  the  blockade.  Wo 
had  SOO  pieces  of  artillery  to  convey  to  Strasburgh,  acconling 
to  the  convention,  but  wanted  horses  and  money.  They  offer- 
ed,  immediately,  to  let  a  company  of  our  artillery  I'cmain  in  the 
fort  to  guard  those  pieces  until  the  means  of  conveyance  could  be 
procured.  On  this  assurance  we  marched  out  about  the  6tii  May, 
in  full  array,  with  colors  flying,  carrying  with  us  only  six 
field  pieces,  and  our  personal  baggage.  On  the  second  day  we 
were  re  jmned  by  our  artillerists,  whom  the  Prussians  uncere- 
moniously turned  out,  as  soon  as  we  were  out  of  reach.  Whe- 
ther this  artillery  was  ever  claimed  by  the  French  Government, 
or  satisfaction  demanded  for  tliis  insult  I  know  not  On  tiiis  oc- 
casion I  mast  repeat  that,  tinged  by  the  stem  military  despotism 
of  tlieir  Government,  the  Prussian  character  is  neitlier  amiable 
nor  generous.  The  Prussians  have  neitiier  tlie  politeness  and 
high  honor  of  the  French,  nor  the  blunt  good  nature  of  the  Aus- 
trians  and  Germans ;  proud  and  insolent  in  prosperity,  fawn- 
ing in  adversity  I  tliey  are  universally  disliked  by  all  tlieir  neigh- 
bors. 

On  our  march  w*e  formed  as  handsome  a  little  corps  of  1800 
disciplined  and  well  trained  troops  as  ever  was  seen.  We  were 
proud  of  being  the  very  last  who  had  kept  up  tlie  honor  of 
France,  and  submitted,  finally,  not  to  tlie  enemy,  but  to  the 
voice  of  oor  own  country.  We  were  received  every  where 
witii  deference  and  civility.  It  was,  I  believe,  on  the  third  day 
of  our  journey,  that  I  was  detached  to  prepare  our  quarters 
at  Meinungen.  This  pretty  and  romantic  valley,  in  tlie  centre 
of  the  Hercynian  Mountains,  forms  a  principality  of  about 
30,000  souls,  flien  under  the  regency  of  a  worthy  and  excellent 
lady,  the  Duchess  Dowager  of  Saxe  Meinungen,  as  ita  Sove- 
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reign.  Diiko  Bernard  (her  only  son)  ^ns  not  above  eight  or  tai 
years  «ild.  I  lodged  with  her  prime  Minister,  a  good  old  Barony 
who  exei-cised  as  many  functions  in  tliis  little  Government  as 
Scnib  :  he  was  Minister.  Chamberlain.  Master  of  Ceremonici^ 
Majordomo.  Police  Magistrate,  and  Ambassador^  when  occaaian 
refpiired,  at  the  Congress  of  Vienna  or  elsewhere.    In  aeeiuiig 
a  proper  place  to  locate  our  artilleiy,    I  found  none  but  Ik 
park  of  the  Duchess.   This  threw  the  poor  Baron  almoat  ia 
a  trance:  he  exerted  all  his  diplomatic  faculties  to  convince  dm 
that  I  ouglit  to  plant  our  cannon  in  the  market  ptace,  amoiigst 
the  vile  ]ilebeians  oi'the  town,  and  remonstrated  on  tiie  oifcnJcd 
dignities  and  privileges  of  the  Empire.  I  was  inflexible*  mB&ariBg 
him  that  our  cannon  would  stand  vcri' quietly  and  innocently  ia 
the  )>ark,  but  that  1  Mas  quite  cei-tain  that  her  highness  vahnd 
too  much  the  lives  of  her  subjects  to  allow  such  stiMresof  powdv 
to  lie  in  a  public  square.  lier  highness  took  a  very  hnndnnnrrr 
venge  upon  me  fur  my  want  of  consideration  to  her  fiDadal 
privileges.     On  tlie  arrival  of  the  troops  next  day,  she  invit- 
ed tlie  two  generals,  with  all  tlieir  staff,  and  entertained  as 
with  the  most  amiable  hospitality.     After  dinner  she  took  at 
to  walk  in  her  park,  without  commenting,  by  a  single  irav^ 
on  tiie  inrongniDUs  apjiearance  of  our  artillery  amidst  licr 
oi-angc  trees  and  rose  bushes.     Whilst  the  Generals  were  ea- 
tertaining  the  Duchess,  I  and  mj  brother  Aid-de-camp  had  tte 
honor  of  escorting  the  two  young  Princesses,  Ida  and  A^Pelai^ 
as  amiable,  sim])le,   and  unpretending,  as  they  were  aooom- 
plishcd  and  beautiful.  They  are  at  present  married  to  the  Duke 
of  Clarence  and  Prince  Bernard  of  Saxe  Weymar.    This  little 
court  exiiibited  none  of  the  dull  formality  of  German  ettquette^ 
and  the  wiiolc  i*esenibled  rather  an  elegant  entertainment  at  a 
rich  country  gentleman's  house,    than  one  at  a  Sovereign 
Prince's. 

We  halted  again  a  day  or  t\w  at  Wurtzbourg.  where  we  weie 
joined  by  the  garrison  and  General  Turrcau.  We  now  preseat- 
ed  a  very  imixising  force  of  nearly  3,000  bayonets,  with  ^Rdudi 
we  cnissed  the  rich  valleys  of  die  Palatinate  and  Grand  Dochy  of 
Baden.  I  i*cmember  lodging  one  night  at  a  cbatean  of  the  Arhioe 
of  Salm  Reifrei*scheid  Bedbur,  whose  name  struck  me  by  its 
Teutonic  harshness  ;  but  we  did  not  meet  wifli  Ae  haa|iitaliQr 
of  Meinungen,  for  his  highness  was  absent,  and  Hnb  plaoe 
stripped  to  the  bare  walls.— llie  last  dayofthia 


APPENDIX— PART  III.  665 

diversified  by  an  incident,  which  was  very  near  turning  to  a 
tragedy.  As  wc  approached  the  bridge  of  Kehl,  I  was  suddenly 
startled  by  a  great  commotion  in  the  front  of  our  column ;  I  saw 
our  troops  running  and  forming  rapidly  into  line,  without  com- 
mand, and  our  cannoniers  unharnessing  and  pointing  their 
pieces.  I  ran  up,  along  with  the  staflT,  and  we  found  luir  soldiers 
in  the  highest  irritation.  A  regiment  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Ba- 
den was  marching  up,  with  boughs  in  their  schakos,  according 
to  the  German  custom  on  returning  home  at^e  close  of  a  cam- 
paign. Our  soldiers  took  it  as  an  insult,  and  all  our  efforts 
could  hardly  keep  them  from  charging.  The  Badois  had  drawn 
up  too,  and  when  their  commanders  were  informed  of  the  cause 
of  the  tumult,  they  apologized,  protesting  that  these  boughs 
were  no  signs  of  triumph ;  that  tliey  wore  them,  according  to  an 
old  custom  of  tiie  country,  in  congratulation  for  peace ;  that 
they  meant  no  insult  by  them ;  but,  since  they  had  given  offence, 
would  cast  them  off*.  They  did  so,  drew  out  of  the  road,  and  sa- 
luted us,  as  our  soldiers,  still  grumbling  and  frowning,  filed  on 
before  them. 

On  reaching  Strasburg,  I  proceeded  to  Paris  on  horseback, 
running  post,  like  a  courier,  day  and  night,  for  greater  des- 
imtrh.  I  had  again  some  bitter  feelings  to  subdue,  in  crossing 
the  allied  armies,  which  crowded  the  roads  of  Burgundy  and 
Champagne,  but  met  with  great  civility  and  attention  from 
them,  all  along  the  way.  One  of  the  mast  painful  moments  of 
this  journey,  was  that  wherein  I  met  the  brave  Polish  lancers, 
in  whose  company  I  had  fought  so  often.  Engaged  in  the  ser- 
vice of  AlexandiT,  they  were  marching  home,  with  looks  of  de- 
jection and  disappointment,  but  their  countenances  would  yet 
occasionally  brighten,  in  shouting  Vive  rEmpcreur!  (JVbf  the 
Emperor  of  all  ike  Bussias.)  On  arriving  at  Paris,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  June,  I  threw  myself  into  my  motiier's  arms,  in  tiie  firm 
hope  that  we  would  not  be  parted  for  a  long  time ;  and  such 
was  the  close  of  my  second  campaign. 
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CHAPITER  V. 

Candusian  of  my  semces  in  tlie  French  Army ^  from  Jwut^  1B14» 
to  July  HU  1S15;  campaign  of  1815|  and  my  dtfoxtart  fiir 
America  in  Septemberj  1816. 

Introduction. — Of  my  situation  in  tlie  French  army  dioiig 
tlie  reign  of  Louis  XVIII.  and  employment  Iroro  my  reCuni  n 
June.  18I4«  to  that  of  Napoleon  in  March,  1815*  I  have  ■•- 
tiling  to  relate  of  any  im]MU*taiire^  nor  should  I  have 
uiion  thissubjecty  if  I  had  notsecnitHOstrangcly 
inarerentpubIication.ali-eady  alluded  to.  The  autiiorliM 
kindly  drawn  me  witli  the  interesting  features  rfan 
hero  of  romance,  but  his  ])ictui«  conveys  a  very  fiwcMU 
false  idea  of  my  position  at  that  time.  The  fact  was, 
I  arriveil  in  France,  the  revuhitioii  was  accomplidiedy  aai^Bw 
all  the  rest  of  the  army.  I  feJt  it  my  duty  to  submit  to  wliat  Iha 
nation  had  subniitlcd  to.  I  was  attached  to  NapoleoD  fivB  per 
sonai  giiititude  and  adniiratl«)ii.  I  deeply  regretted  tlia  ch^ge 
which  liad  taken  place,  and  especially  thecircumstanoeof  jtahe 
ing  eHtabUshed  by  foreign  arms,  by  the  humiliation  of  Fmoe^ 
and  by  the  loss  of  her  conquests  and  military  glory.  Bat  tD  fle 
new  dynasty,  neitlier  I,  nor  tlie  ai"my,  nor  naticMif  felt  aqr.yer- 
Honal  uhjoctions.  To  the  generation  to  which  I  beloDged^  tlay 
wei-e  i^eHert  stimngers,  and  tlieir  past  misfortunes  dispoweii  ai 
to  view  them  ratlier  favorably,  es])ecially  the  DuchosB  of  Aagoa* 
leme,  the  daughter  of  Louis  XVL  and  prisoner  of  tte 
pie,  whase  story  w  as  so  romantic  and  interesting,  fliat  a 
more  pliability  and  amiability  in  her  temper  ¥rould  have 
her  tlie  idol  of  the  nation. 

M'ith  res]HTt  to  Napoleon,  much  as  we  were  attached  ts  Vmk 
we  were  awai-e  that  a  great  pari  of  the  nation,  especially  the 
conimei*cial  class,  and  inhabitants  of  tlie  sea-ooost,  were  wmtj 
of  his  jieqietual  wai-s,  and  that  all  were  disgusted  wifli  their  late 
disasters  and  suflerings.  Wc  considered  him  as  dead  to  FmM 
and  no  one  dreamt  of  his  i*estoratiou.  Although  the  Bonrhons 
arrived  under  evil  and  anti-national  auspices,  and  wenoUigei 
to  make  great  sacrifices  in  tlic  first  moments,  it  woaM  aot  have 
been  diflicult  for  tliem  to  step  into  his  placOi  They 
responsible  for  the  sacrifices  they  bad  subautted  to^ 
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^*ere  considered  as  the  inevitable  consequences  of  the  late  dis- 
asters. Hiey  had  little  more  to  do,  than  to  adopt  his  institu- 
tions, and  modiry  them  gradually.  But  they  came  uttrr  stran- 
gers to  the  country,  as  well  as  the  country  to  them,  and  they 
were  Tory  ill  advised  in  the  beginning  of  their  administration. 

RnawarUivisXvnii        I  returned  to  Paris,  about  the  beginning 

March   1815  —Re-  Bagneris,  and  remained  about  eight  months 

Bhienee  in  Parb.—  witli  my  mother.   But  instead  of  roaming 

MiHioo  to  Fiandcn.  about,  like  a  discontented  ghost,  as  this  au- 

-ReiumofNjipoie.  ^^^^  descrfbcs  mo,  I  was  all  that  time  in 

cm.— My   arrefl    at 

iscthane.  full  pay  and  employment,  and  frequented 

society  more  than  I  had  ever  done  before :  for  my  former  life 
had  been  very  studious  and  secluded.  I  was  introduced  to  many 
of  our  Generals,  who  on  the  return  of  peace  crowded  to  the  ca- 
pital, particularly  to  Generals  Dessolles,  Commander  of  the 
National  Guanl,  Lamarque,  Latour  Maubourg,  Delort,  &c ; 
and  to  my  fatlier*s  venerable  friend,  Camot,  who  had  just 
crowned  his  pure  and  glorious  career,  by  the  defence  of  Ant- 
werp, and  by  tlie  generosity  with  which  he  had  declared  for  the 
ftrst  time,  in  favor  of  Napoleon,  amidst  his  disasters.  I  neither 
called  on  Clarke  nor  Talleyrand,  though  I  readily  owned  my 
former  obligations  to  the  latter ;  but  I  utteriy  and  undisguisedly 
disapproved  of  the  course  which  he  had  pursued,  in  the  late  re- 
volution. To  tlie  new  Government,  I  owed  neither  favor  nor 
obligation,  but  I  had  no  personal  reason  to  complain  of  them.  I 
was  presented  by  my  General  to  tiie  King,  the  Count  of  Artois^ 
and  Royal  Family,  as  an  officer  who  had  served  well ;  I  accom- 
panied him  regularly  to  the  Royal  Le\'ee,  and  to  the  Court  of 
the  Duke  of  Orleans.  That  Prince  invited  me  to  attend  his 
evcjiing  circles,  and  mentioned,  in  the  most  gracious  manner, 
that  my  father's  name  was  not  unknown  to  him.  By  the  special 
desire  of  Count  DcssoIIes,  I  drew  a  memorial  on  a  proposed 
new  organization  of  tlie  military  force  of  France,  which  was 
presented  to  the  Count  of  Artois,  published,  and  favorably 
received,  and  was  employed  in  writing  several  smaller  me- 
moirs on  military  tribunals,  tlie  service  of  cavalry,  &c. 

As  I  do  not  pretend  to  write  a  history  of  France,  and  that  the 
subject  has  been  fully  bandied  by  others,  it  is  needkas  to 
pitulate  here  the  many  blunders  and  ermm,  wliidi  fgm 
You  II— 8.1 
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flisgustcd  and  cmbitteretl  the  public  mind,  and  especially  Urn 
feelings  of  the  army,  against  the  Royal  cause.    It  required  a 
gi*eat  many  faults  to  prepaid  the  whole  nation  for  tiia  ningular 
and  unparalleled  Kccne^of  tlie  n*turn  from  Elba.    I  fed  it»  how- 
ever, but  right  to  declare  that,  e\'en  when  that  disguat  was  at 
the  highest,  no  one  dreamt  of  such  an  event.    I  was  tiiea  ac- 
quainted with  many  of  our  most  respectable  GeneralSf  an^ 
also,  with  many  of  tlic  most  inflammable  and  angry  fl|iints 
in  the  army  :  my  principles  and  feelings  were  well  known*  mj 
li«)nor,  pnidence,  and  discretion  were,  I  believe,  trusted  in;  aiid^ 
if  any  siicli  expectation  liad  been  cuTulated,  I   am  oonTinoed 
that  it  would  not  have  remained  entirely  unknown  to  me.  Nov 
after  all  the  violent  accusations  vented  againt  Soult.  and  otiMr^ 
have  the  least  traces  of  any  such  conspiracy  been  disooYcredi 
On  the  ( ontrary,  it  is  well  known  to  those,  versed  in  the  feel- 
ings and  jMilitics  of  tliat  day,  that  the  lioiies  of  tiiediaoonteato^ 
though  without  any  definite  object  in  view,  rested*  chiefly^  on 
the  Duke  of  Orleans,  as  the  most  liberal  of  the  Bouriwa    as 
having  served  the  Republic,  sited  his  blood  in  her  caase^  aal 
never  borne  arms  against  France. 

Disgiisled  witli  the  whole  state  of  affairs,  I  had  resuned  mj 
litei*ai*y  pursuits,  and  just  undertaken  a  new  essay  for  tiie  Us- 
trirical  prize  of  the  Institute,  on  the  changes  of  the  Roman  Cea- 
stitution.  at  the  a;ra  of  Diocletian,  Constantine,  and  Theodosio^ 
when  my  (ieneral.  about  the  chise  of  February,  1815,  was  ap- 
|K)itited  to  iiis|H*rt  the  titxips  and  ftniresscs  of  French  Flanders^ 
I  a(  ( tinipauied  him.  of  coui*so,  (continuing,  at  every  moment  of 
leisun\  my  work  :)  which  wiis  certainly  composed  and  ooa- 
rhided  at  a  singular  time,  fm*  such  an  undertaking;  At 
St.  (hnriN.  we  were  suddenly  stimned  by  tlie  news  of  Napo- 
leon's having  landed,  on  the  1st  of  March,  from  Elba.  We 
thought  him  lost  and  bitter  wei-e  my  feelings  on  the  occama. 
>Ve  heard  ofhis  arrival  at  Grenoble,  on  the  6tli-*we  opened  our 
ryes  and  ears  with  wonder^ — of  his  reaching  Lyons,  on  the  lOfli 
— there  was  no  hmger  any  doubt  of  his  final  success. 

The  universal  joy  witli  which  he  was  received,  is  an  nndeai- 
able  ciiTumstance.  and  ne<'ds  no  comment  There  was  no 
8pira(7'  to  recall  him :  but«  he  knew  the  public  feeling,  and 
his  time.  Theiv  could  he  no  opposition  to  him:  for  thov 
not  a  soldier  in  the  whole  army,  who  would  not  hare  discharged 
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his  piece  in  tiic  bosom  of  his  own  father,  as  soon  as  in  his.  The 
single  fact,  that  by  advancing  alone  and  unarmed  through 
France,  he  subdued  it  in  twenty  days,  without  drawing  a  sword 
or  a  trigger,  testifies  more  loudly  than  any  argument  against 
the  faults  of  the  Royal  Administration.  His  Eagle,  according  to 
his  own  sublime  expression,  literally  flew  from  steeple  to  steeple, 
to  tiie  towers  of  Notre  Dame. 

In  this  Revolution.  I  will  not  deny,  tiiat  all  my  hopes,  fears, 
and  wishes,  were  with  the  hero  under  whom  I  had  borne  my 
first  arms.  I  certainly  had  no  personal  complaint  against  tlie 
fiourbons,  and  was  even  actually  employed  by  them ;  but  I  shar- 
ed in  the  general  disg^ust  excited  by  the  whole  tenor  of  their  Ad- 
ministration, and  I  had  no  ties  of  feeling  towards  them.  Placed, 
howev^,  at  the  otiier  extremity  of  France,  and  fiiurthest  from 
the  scene  of  action,  I  had  as  little  part  in  this  change  of  Go- 
Temmcnt  as  in  the  last.  I  was  not  like  tlie  gallant  and  unfor- 
tunate La  Bedoyere,  railed  upon  to  choose  between  my  official 
duties,  as  an  officer  of  the  King,  and  all  the  sentiments  and 
principles  of  my  heart  It  would  have  been  a  trying  alternative. 
But  I  scorn  to  dissemble.  Right  or  wrong,  had  I  been  in  his 
place,  and  certain  that  my  head  was  to  pay  the  penalty,  I  would 
have  acted  as  he  did.  It  was  the  common  feeling  of  tlie  M'hole 
army. 

When  the  news  reached  St  Omer^s,  we  instantly  felt,  that, 
from  our  remote  situation,  we  could  neither  influence  nor  take 
a  part  in  tlie  contest  We  detennined  to  follow  tiie  fate  of  die 
nation,  whatever  it  might  be  :  and  awaited  in  anxious  suspense. 
We  could  hardly  restrain  our  soldiers  from  letting  the  cry 
of  **  Vive  PEmpereur  /"  burst  from  their  swelling  hearts.  At 
length,  about  the  £Oth  March,  tlie  mail  was  stopt— one— -two 
days :  vague  reports  were  circulateil.  that  the  Royal  Family 
had  left  Paris,  and  was  flying  to  Belgium.  A  general  officer 
bad  the  baseness  to  propose  calling  in  the  English,  and  deliver- 
ing to  them  the  forts  of  Flanders.  In  a  private  council  of  all  the 
General  and  Superior  officers  in  the  place^  we  determine<i  to 
keep  this  one  for  France,  at  all  events ;  and  to  point  our  cannon 
against  all  flags,  red,  white,  or  tricolor,  till  her  fate  was  dcr  i<Ied. 
I  was  despatched,  at  the  same  time,  to  Arras,  to  procure  infor- 
mation, if  possible,  at  head  quarters — a  mission  of  some  delicacy. 

Worn  out  with  the  anxiety  of  our  nightly  consultation,  and 
setting  out  before  break  of  day,  I  was  indulging  in  a  short  slum- 
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bcr  in  my  post-chaise,  ^hen  I  was  suddenly  i^'aked  by  a  great 
noise,  and  the  stopping  o{  my  carriage.  Opening  my  eyes,  I 
found  myseir  in  tlie  market  place  uf  the  little  to^-n  of  Bethnne^ 
filled  by  tiie  Royal  guard,  and  crowds  of  volunteen,  of  e%'ery 
uniform  in  the  army,  staring  at  me,  and  slMmting,  <*  An  emis- 
sary of  Buonaparte — seize  him  !  seize  him !"  I  got  out*  and 
attempted  to  expostulate  ;  but  I  might  as  well  have  reasoned 
with  a  storm.  I  told  them  I  was  Aid-de-camp  to  the  G^ierai 
Inspector  of  the  frontiers  and  proceeding  to  Arras  for  orden. 
<•  To  Arrab!  the  traitors  there  have  hoisted  the  tricolor— he  be- 
trays himself,'*  Uurriing  me  into  a  tavern,  they  determined^  after 
a  short  consultation,  to  bring  me  to  the  Duke  of  Berrjy  for  exami- 
nation. I  called  up  my  presence  uf  mind:  for  my  case  was  Tciy 
clear  and  simple ;  yet  as  to  tlie  clearness  of  his  Higfaneas*  oom- 
prehension  of  it,  I  had  some  rational  doubts.  I  felt  tiiat  I  was 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  a  Prince,  wliose  temper  was  very  un- 
equal, and  intellect  none  of  the  brightest ;  and  began  to  pondtf 
on  the  probability  of  being  shot  on  snspidon.  I  was  maidMd  to 
his  hotel  in  a  procession  of  Gardes  du  Corps.  But,  just  as  we 
were  ascending  tlie  stairs,  an  officer  nislied  in  before  us,  with 
looks  full  of  business.  In  a  moment  the  doors  were  throan 
o)ien.  and  the  Prince  himself,  staring  wildly,  ran  down  with- 
out heeding  us,  mounted  his  horse  and  disappeared.  On  inqai- 
ry,  we  were  told  the  Buonapartists  were  at  tlie  gates.  My  con- 
ductors were  puzzled  :  at  lengtli,  they  agreed  to  bring  me  ta 
Genei*al  Lagrange,  Captain  of  the  fMoHsquetairtM. 

Here  I  liad  to  do  with  a  cool  man.  and  a  genfleman*  to  wfaoni 
I  was  not  entirely  unknown.  He  listened  patiently  and  atten- 
tively to  my  stor}-,  and  when  I  had  concluded,  asked  roe*  <*  Am 
<«  you  faithful  to  the  King  at  St  0mer*8?*'  I  irplied,  «<  The 
^hite  flag  yet  floats  on  our  ramparts.'*  **  But,  wUlyou  reoehre 
<•  us  if  we  go  there?"  •*  No,  General — at  a  moment  like  thi% 
<'  it  is  our  duty  to  keep  that  foit  for  France.  We  will  itcrive 
<•  neitlicr  Buonapartist.  Royalist,  nor  Foreignerf  till  she  has 
**  pr«»nounred."  "Well!  will  you  come  with  us?'*  «*  I  will 
<•  nut  emigrate,  Creneral:  I  am  a  Frenchman,  and  will  fidlow 
'<  the  fate  of  France.**  Atthis,  he  smiled,  and  said,  ^  Yon  aec^ 
<^  1  cannot  release  you,  at  present,  hut  your  confinement  willf 
<<  probably,  not  be  long."  1  t«M)k  my  leave*  and  he  assigned  nm 
lodgings,  at  a  tavern,  with  the  Gfardes  du  Carps. 
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The  erening  I  spent  there,  was  one  of  tlie  mofft  singular  In 
my  life.  I  soon  learned  that  the  Duke  of  Berry  hud  set  oflTfor 
tlie  rrontier,  and  tliat  the  King  and  Royal  Famil}'  had  patit  be- 
fore him.  Tbo  partft  whirh  had  caused  Uie  alarm,  cunniHted  of  a 
squadron  of  about  one  hundred  lancers,  trom  Anas.  The  town 
was  crowded  with  four  or  five  thousand  oflicers  and  noblemm, 
of  whom,  however,  the  greatest  part  had  followed  IVoni  faMbion* 
or  a  sense  of  duty,  to  see  the  Royal  family  safe :  but  none  seemed 
to  think  of  fighting.  The  only  corps  which  took  arniH  was  tho 
Bone  grenadier  company  of  the  Maiaon  iIm  Roi,  (which,  by  tlie 
by,  was  afterwards  suppressed,)  all  composod  of  veterans  of  tho 
army.  They  sallied  out  to  rover  the  retreat  of  the  Duke  of 
Berry,  ami  formed  in  front  of  the  lancers.  There  was  a  pause: 
the  two  parties  looking  at  each  other.  At  length,  tlie  grenadiers 
shouted,  ••  Five  U  Bni ;"  ta  wliicli.  tlie  others  replied,  '•  Vive 
I'Smperear.'"  A  smothered  laugh  ran  through  the  ranks:  for 
many  of  them  were  old  comrades :  and  tbcy  parted  witliout  ex- 
changing a  shot  or  croHsing  a  sword.  It  was,  certainly,  tlic 
most  remarkable  singularity  of  tliis  Rc\-oliitioii,  that  it  was  ac- 
complislied  witltout  shedding  one  drop  of  blood. 

The  remainder  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  negotiations.  Tlie 
behavior  of  my  guardians  was  now  <|Hite  altered — ^tlieir  very 
suspicions  rendered  tlietn  courteous  and  polite ;  and  many  hint- 
ed to  nie  tliat  they  hail  only  come  to  sec  the  King  safely  off, 
but  would  gladly  resume  their  old senicc.  Otiierssliowed  a  more 
generous  firmness  in  their  cause — some  old  emigrants  declared 
tliey  were  willing  tu  go  again  through  all  their  fomier  Inals. 
Others  sud,  they  had  enough  of  emigration,  and  would  go 
home  and  plant  cabbages.  In  tliLi  bum  of  ctHiversation,  (for 
there  were  tliirty  or  forty  officers,  at  least,  in  the  nmm.) 
a  ludicrous  incident  excited  a  general  laugh.  A  young  Garde 
dtt  corps,  apparently  not  above  fnuHrcii  years  of  age,  witli 
his  uniform  Koilcd,  and  exhausted  with  fatigue,  enteivd,  and 
aildressiiig  the  bewildered  landlord,  in  a  tone  between  cry- 
ing and  besetTliing,  said,  <•  Pray,  sir,  could  you  get  me  a  little 
•<  forage  Ear  my  horse  ;"  I  verily  believe  the  poor  boy  liad 
neither  unbridled  nor  unsaddled  him  since  his  dcpailurc  from 
Paris ;  be  had,  pi-obobly.  never  been  without  a  servant  be- 
fotc  "  Sir,"  cried  tlic  landlord,  vbo  was  at  his  wit's  end  to 
proiide  for  this  widdrn  influx  of  company,  •'  if  you  were  to 
'*  gire  nte  its  weight  in  gold,  I  cannot— your  comrades  ba*- 
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**  got  it  all.'*  He  burst  intf>  tears*  and  exclaimed,  '^The  Buo- 
'*  iiapartists  ^ill  be  here  to-morrowy  anJ  I  engage  tliey  will  find 
'•  some/* 

Earl V  next  morning,  the  Royal  guard  capitulated.  I  was  re- 
leased a  little  before  tliey  marched  out,  joined  tlie  lancera,  and 
bad  the  pleasuiT  to  see  their  sun^ender.  They  delivered  up  tibeir 
horses  and  fire-arms,  and  all  received  passports  to  return  to 
their  homes.  On  my  arrival  at  Arras,  I  concluded,  afters  short 
communion  with  myself,  that,  by  the  King's  desertion  of  Us 
post,  and  his  jiarting  proclamation,  1,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  Ae 
army,  was  fully  released  from  all  ties  to  his  Govemnient :  and, 
that  the  most  pn>per  course  for  me,  was  to  proceed,  without  ss 
instant's  delay,  to  Paris,  and  to  take  on  myself  to  ofler  to  my 
old  Sovereign  and  Commander,  not  only  tJic  homage  of  my 
own  services  but  the  assurance,  that  all  my  chie&  and  com- 
rades, on  the  northeni  frontier,  shared  in  the  same  feeling» 
liV riling  a  slioi*t  note  to  my  General,  to  inform  him  of  flie  late 
events,  and  of  my  determination.  I  set  off,  without  delajy  and 
arrive<L  I  think,  about  the  24th  or  25th  March. 

^,*rTl  Z,1V^'  I  ^^"""^  describe  the  universal  enttrasissm 

March  44.  lo  Juh  21.  1"  wliich  I  found  that  city,  and  the  congra- 

1815.   MiMionto  Ai-  tulations  of  my  military  friends,  and  ancient 

«oc...To  Biiycmne...  ^^omrjuies.  Mv  General  soon  joined  me.  My 

Baltic  of  Waisrioo...  '  .•-... 

R.  wgnaiion.  ]jrosi)ects  wciT  HOW  luore  brilliant  than  evmr; 

and,  I  confess  that  I  indulged  in  all  the  dreams  of  young  ambi- 
tion. I  was  just  closing  the  twenty  fourtli  year  of  my  age,  and 
fifth  of  my  military  caliper,  and  entering  on  the  third  of  my 
active  ser\  ire :  and  I  had  not  only  the  immediate  assurance  it 
being  proni«>ted  to  a  Captaincy,  but  the  promise  of  the  inllnraeo 
of  |MM)ple.  now  high  in  credits  to  procure  for  nic,  in  the  ooum 
of  the  cam])iiign,  tlie  pKice  of  Offider  d^Ordonnance^  and  Baron 
of  the  EmpiiT,  in  the  personal  staff  of  Napoleon.  This  was  a 
post  of  great  fiitigue,  expense,  and  rcsponsibilitr  ;  but,  which 
bi*ought  a  young  ofllcn^r  immediately  under  the  eye  of  the  So?e- 
reign :  and  if  he  showeil  zeal,  intelligence,  and  talents^  was 
the  sui-e  road  to  obtain,  in  a  year  or  two,  the  command  crf^  a  re- 
giments witli  every  prospect  of  rapid  promotion  for  the  fiiture. 

I  have  heard  Napideon  blamed  for  not  pursuing,  at  onoe^  flie 
career  of  liis  good  fortune,  seizing  occasion  by  the  forelock,  and 
pressing  on  to  tlie  Rhine,  as  he  had  pressed  on  to  Paris.  Tlioae 
w  ho  reproach  him  with  this  fault,  are  not  aware  of  the  tstsl 
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»tate  or  dimrganizAtion  in  which  he  found  the  resources  of 
FraiKo,  and.  to  which,  (having  just  been  employed  on  tlic  in- 
8]K-ctioii  of  its  chief  frontier. )  I  can  testify.  Altliough  be  made 
aomc  overtures  for  peace,  and  professed  his  intention  to  reniaiu 
on  the  defensive,  he  knew,  right  well,  that  the  Holy  Alliance 
would  never  consent  to  his  quiet  restoration  ;  and  tliat  his 
only  chance  for  breaking  tlie  hond  of  its  confederacy,  was 
by  ciiisbtng  one  or  two  of  iti  members.  But  the  regular 
troop>i,  dispersed  all  over  Francct  did  not  amount  to  90,000 
effective  men :  its  arsenals  were  in  the  greatest  disorder — 
he  had  every  thing  to  create  before  he  could  bring  an  army 
into  the  field.  On  his  advance  to  Paris,  he  could  depend  upoa 
tite  soldiery  tliat  might  be  opposed  to  him — tliey  were  all  his 
own  ))upils.  But  Belgium  and  Cisrlienan  Germany  were  occu- 
pied, even  then,  by  70  or  80,000  English,  Piiissiann,  Ba- 
varians, and  Saxons.  Consiilering  these  circumstances,  the 
rapidity  of  his  preparations  was  inctmceivable :  but.  indeed, 
a  new  life  seemed  to  run  tlimugli  every  vein  of  the  community, 
ami  men  and  means  to  spring  up  spontaneously,  and  as  by  en- 
chantment, in  ei'ery  quarter. 

Our  first  business  was,  of  course,  to  cover  each  frontier  with 
troo)H  :  for  no  one.  as  yet.  knew  in  which  quarter  the  storm 
woidd  burst  Towards  the  close  of  April,  my  (xeneral  was  dc- 
spatched  to  the  Rhine,  to  assist  General  Rspp  in  forming  an 
army.  I  accompanied  him  ;  and  shall  never  forget  tlie  zeal  and 
entliusiasm  of  those  good  Alsatians.  In  the  course  of  one  muuth, 
tlie  De{iartment  of  tlie  Lower  Rhine,  alone,  armni  and  organiz> 
etl  above  18.000  men.  At  Landau,  where  we  were  ^tuartered,  a 
company  of  Jews  volunteered  tlicir  scn'tces  for  tlie  Legislator, 
who  had  restored  to  their  race  tlie  rights  of  men  and  of  citizens. 
Seventy-five  of  them  armed  anil  equipped  themselves,  at  their 
own  expense  ;  and  I  never  saw  a  finer  troop.  The  whole  east- 
cm  half  of  France,  Champagne,  Lurr^ne.  Alsatla.  Burgundy, 
Francbe  Comte,  Lyons,  and  Daupliine.  participated  in  the 
same  spirit  From  our  daily  communications  with  tlie  frontier, 
we  learned  ttiat  the  people  of  Liege  and  Cisriienan  Germany, 
who  deeply  regretted  the  change  of  the  legal  and  liberal  Govern' 
ment  of  France,  for  the  militiLry  despotism  of  PiTissia,  called 
on  08,  with  loud  cries ;  and  many,  even  of  the  regular  forces 
nreiipying  that  country,  were  disposed  to  join  us.  The  Saxons, 
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(those  very  Saxons  who  liad  deserted  us  at  Leipzicky)  were 
armed  at  Leige,  and  sent  home,  leM  tliey  sliould  pan  oyer  to  os; 
so  (completely  had  the  allies  succeeded  in  making  tboae  wbo 
had  lieen  most  animated  against  Napoleon  regret  him.  It 
would  have  been  a  singular  concatenation  of  circumstancestif  tliat 
corps  had  been  present  at  Waterloo:  for  there  is  little  doohtf 
but  that  they  would  have  turned  the  balance  of  Europe  a  seoond 
lime,  by  tiieir  transition  from  one  scale  to  the  other. 

In  the  South  and  West  of  France,  the  spirit  H'as  verydiflfcr- 
ent :  but  General  Lamarque  had  almost  subdued  tlie  Vendeans^ 
who  had  iTceived  great  benefits  from  Napoleon,  and  diowed  a 
very  lukewarm  zeal  in  tlie  Royal  cause.  General  Clanzei,  at 
Bonleaux.  Iiad  ex])elled  the  Duchess  of  Angouleme,  the  only 
female  in  lier  family  :  but  the  only  one  who  had  the  spirit  of  a 
man.  General  Grourhy  had  dispei*sed,  on  the  Lower  Bhone^ 
tlie  party  of  the  Duke  of  Angoiileme — ^he  had  refused  to  oonfirm 
the  rapitul:iti(m.  gnuited  to  him  by  General  Gilly;  and  Na- 
ptiK^n,  with  a  magnanimity  which  I  cannot  help  tbinlung  im- 
pniiirnt,  had  onlered  the  Royal  captive  to  be  released.  Indeed^ 
lie  pivc  tlie  same  oinlrrs,  to  favor  the  departure  of  every  mem- 
ber (if  tlie  Rovnl  Familv.  fi-om  the  moment  of  his  landinjE.  But 
had  \iv  ilrlained  them  as  hostages,  (and  nothing  would  have 
hern  easier.)  he  mij^iit^  even  after  the  disaster  of  Waterloo^ 
have  made  inoi*e  cffntual  conditions  for  himself,  and  have  saved 
tiin^^o  brave  men.  wiio  were  sacrificed  after  bis  departure,  by 
a  \  inlation  nf  the  most  solemn  engagements  of  the  Generals  of 
Kni:;]an«i  and  of  Prussia. 

IWainls  the  hcgiiininp;  of  June,  it  was  at  Icng^  evidenttfaat 
the  contest  would  be  foiighl  in  Belgium.  Our  troops  began  to 
gather  on  thai  froiitier.  and  Wellington  and  Blucher  had  ool- 
lerled  their,  all  thtMr  forces ;  whilst  the  Russians  and  Austrian^ 
on  evoiy  other  spot,  were  yet  fai*  distant.  As  we  were  now  nearly 
ready  in  our  quarter,  my  Genei*al  received  orders  to  proceed  to 
the  l'vi*en(rs,  on  the  same  duties  he  hud  |ierfonned  onthe  Bliine. 
But  I  was  eager  to  Join  the  Grand  Army — he  kindly  entered 
into  my  wishes.  My  father*K  friend,  General  Grouchy,  was  just 
apjKunted  ti)  the  command  «)f  one  of  tlie  Corpsof  the  Grand  Aimyy 
with  the  title  of  Mai-shaU  and  I  wished  to  join  his  StaC  My 
General  allowed  me  to  return  to  Paris  for  this  purpose^  whilst 
he  proceeded  on  his  mission  to  Bordeaux  and  Bayoaae. 
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Itwunlxnit  the  t4lliar  I5tli  ufJum- thati  u-rircd  at  Pariii, 

iini)  l«im«l.  Willi  lUstnmy,  (liat  Najiwlcuii.  SoulL  Sey.  Grouchy. 

&<■-  liail  EiIiTBilj  Iril  h  for  lliP  ariD>'.    I  i-agi-rly  f  xprweJ  my 

wLtlws  to  tlii^  MitiinUTof  War,  wlio  Mwtnnl  to  approve  of  them. 

i  OnAr  irdt  or  iBthorJune,  (tlw  vrry  day  of  Wnlcrinn, )  I  r*iU 

b'liini  fur  in,>  onlcr^  He.  bail  ju»t  nvcivM  lite  nport  nf  IIm 

nilbatllcofUgny.uiilho  |6l]i,a»iluflhc*li-r<nttuf  Bttirher 

if  thr  PraHMMtx.  He  nKiiiTBted  iw  to  take  port,  iininnlmlrly, 

to  (jie  Soutb.  wlirrp  it  watt  iiecmBary  bt  rnnrirm  tite  vavcHnf; 
minila  of  thr  pT'iplf,  mm)  ill-ttribiite  thMc  nrv,^:  Iw  gn^e  me 
dtspalrlics  f«r  (irncral  Claozrl,  nt  Bo«l«aus.  and  orders  to 
irjnin  my  nnn  Gnwrul.  at  Bayoniic.  [iroinising  lliat  1  i^KwIii 
tHMMi  bp  Hcnt  for  :  fur  nntxHly  nDtici[>alvd  »u  jirompt  a  tn-mina- 
tion  of  Utr  ramiisign. 

I  instantly  sel  aAT.  and  nrvcr  slopt  till  I  rrniiM^d  Baronnr. 
On  my  rmilc  I  dlylrlbuied.  rrvry  «1mtg.  ttic  bulletins  of  tlic 
battk  of  Ligny:  and  eri'n.  in  nwwing  Uinmgli  tli«  lieart  of 
VpihIcc,  tliti  iirrt  disrtivpr  a  trarc  uT  civil  war,  hiit  uni\TrHBl 
union  aitd  cntbuxiaKin.  Within  two  or  three  day«,  after  joining 
my  good  QeBGrali  1  receiT«d  tlic  fatal  news  of  tlic  buttle  of  Wa- 
terinn.  of  tlw  Kcond  akdii'ution  of  Napulron.  and  of  the  return 
of  thi-  BoiiHinn* :  wittrh  fell  tipini  u<i  at  ono-  like  a  tJiuniterbuli. 

1  will  Kpai-e  til  tlie  public  a  new  areiiant  of  tliis  battle,  at 
witkh  I  wftxnnt  prrsent,  and  on  which  iwMigb  han  been  writ. 
ten  alrrady.  I  will  merely  state  my  Arm  '»pinion,  foimdrd  on 
tbc  numenras  reUlt(m<«,  Frenrli,  F.ngtiNli.  ami  G<-rman,  wbidi 
1  luttc  rend,  and  on  tlie  particular  accoDiitD  whicfa  1  liavo  it- 
reived  from  llir  firot  Mutbnritint,  tliat  Napoleon  never  diKjdaycd 
mntr  dUtingnlHlt^d  talents,  nor  more  profound  and  rapid  cum. 
biniUiunR.  than  in  thai  nlinrt  campaign,  of  four  day*.  He  wan 
dcft'Jli-d.  Iwt.  By  (he  trcarlii-ry  iif  Bourmont,  and  utbrr  Kaj- 
alblH,  whom  be  had  imprudently  einpliiyed.  ;itL  By  lite  wild  es- 
irarsgiuice  of  Ney,  whnw  wtiolc  randuct,  from  Ihe  landing  oT 
Klbft  Uj  Ilia  trial,  betrayed  a  mind  umh-r  tlie  inflnenrc  of  wmo 
urcwl  derangement  Hi*  dratli.  alone,  cwilil  reirl^e  h\n  Hai- 
mrter;  and.  I  think,  it  wauB  »rry  iinp>di!!i  .  i  .i  i  :  part 
iif  Ihr  Ruya)  Goveniinent.   3d.  By  tlie  iri' 

(and  heartily  glud  I  am.  that  I  nnnm>t  In  '■''-) 

4tli.  By  MMinr  unavotdalik  and  unfui-tunat. 
tiCK  fikuitht  ns  WTllahmrnconlilBghMlMtt. ' 
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must  ronrrss,  that  foi-tune  favored  the  Chief  who  had  displayed 
h'iist  talents  for  this  kind  of  war,  of  great,  sudden,  and 
deep  moxeiuonts.  Till  the  last  scene  of  Waterloo,  Napoleon 
pivserved,  what  may  be  called,  the  whip-hand  of  hb  adTersary; 
and  drove  him  to  a  |N)sition  where  defeat  was  certain  and  tolal 
ruin  :  anil  wliere  the  obstinacy  of  despair  alone  could  main- 
tain his  army,  till  the  Prussians,  whom  Grouchy  sulfered  to 
blip  from  his  hands,  came  to  their  relief. 

The  resolution,,  alone,  whicli  Na]ioleon  took  to  surfvise  bofli 
Wellington  and  Blucher,  in  their  quarters,  and  which  he  eie- 
cuted  with  such  admirable  s^Ti-ecy,  vivacity,  and  precision^  that 
nothing  but  the  trcacher>-  of  Bourmont  could  have  defeated  11^ 
was  a  suldime  idea.     He  knew,  1st  That  SOO.OOOy  and  in  a 
shiiil  time  1.000.000,   men  would  be  on  their  march  against 
him.  Cd.  That,  with  all  his  eflTorts,  he  had  only  been  able  to  collect 
about  140.000  men  on  the  Bolgic  fnmtier,  and*  perh^M,  €0.000 
on  tlie  others  :  and  was  aware,  that  the  mass  of  Franoe»  taken 
by  surprise,  was  yet  balancing,  and  would  be  decided  by  tfce  Jrit 
e\ont.s.    (hie  gi*eat  victory  would  have  given  him  300,000  vo- 
lunttTrs.  and  thrown  Belgium  and  Cisriicnan  Germany  into  his 
hands.    The  Belgic  army  would,  at  once,  have  restored  40  or 
50.0(M)  of  his  own  vetei'ans  to  his  standard;  and,  diecked  in 
thrii'  fii'sl  progivss.  he  counted  that  tlie  Holy  Alliance  would 
iiave  paused.  un<l  its  membei-s  begun  to  make  their  separate cal* 
mhitiou'i.    The  lesser  Powers  weiv  all  discontented  :  he  was 
suiv  of  tliein  :  nor  <'ould  he  belie\e  that  Austria  would  be  very 
eu!;vr.  if  she  saw  an}  probability  of  his  success,  to  destroy  the 
iiiily  rouiit<*r|H)ise  which  could  be  opposed  to  the  gigantic  growth 
of  Russia,  and  pix'\ent  a  grand-son  of  its  own  Imperial  House 
fniin  succeeding  to  the  cniwn  of  France.    But,  for  a  defensiTe 
w  ar^  against  tlie  r<illected  Powers  of  that  Alliance,  he  knew  that 
he  had  not  the  means :  and  that  the  Nation  was  nci&er  unani- 
mous nor  decided  enough,  in  his  favor,  to  support  it  When  that 
first  plan  was  defeated,  by  tlie  treachery  of  Bourmont^  he  in- 
stantly organizcMl  another,  tor  crushing  the  Prussians  befiore 
tlie  Englisli  could  assist  tlienu  which  was  disappmnteil,  by  the 
wild  misconduct  of  Ney  at  Quati*ebras;  andf  then,  a  tfairdf 
to  destmy  Wellington  befoi*c  Bluclicr  could  rally  to  his  aid, 
wliirh  ftiiled,  by  tlie  wavering  and  over-caution  of  Groucii|y«  at 
Wavre  and  Waterloo.     Such  a  rapid  succession  of  great  con- 
reptions  is,  perhaps,  unequalled  in  liistoiy. 
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Oil  fhe  surrender  of  Napoleon  to  the  Britisb,  on  tlie  varlouM 
conduct  of  the  several  Generals  who  were  at  tlie  head  of  his 
armies,  of  Ney,  Grouchy,  Soult,  Davoust,  Vandamme,  Clauzel^ 
Lamarqucy  and  Lecourbe.  I  have  notliing  new  to  add.  Their 
situation  was  extremely  embarrassing,  and  they  acted  to  the 
best  of  their  judgment  and  abilities.  The  spirit  of  tlie  soldiery 
was  yet  unbroken,  and  they  were  willing  to  continue  the  con- 
test, if  tlieir  Generals  had  rallied  on  the  Loire.  I  have  heanl 
tliat  the  Vendeans  offered  to  join  them,  and  march  togetlier  on 
Paris,  provided  they  were  allowed  to  retain  their  white  colors; 
proposing  to  settle  tlie  question  about  a  Royal,  Imperial,  or  Re- 
publican Government,  when  the  independence  of  Fi*ance  would 
be  secured.  '  But  who  could  undertake  tlie  responsibility  of  a 
civil  war,  in  which,  to  a  moral  certainty,  the  mass  of  the  nation 
would  not  have  seconded  tliem,  or  who  ]iossessed  (Napoleon 
gone)  tlie  citMlit  to  lead  it?  They  all  submitted  in  a  few  days ; 
it  wa<<  not,  however,  till  tlie  21st  of  July,  and  six  days  ailber 
Napoleon  had  sailed  from  France,  that  tlie  white  flag  was  lioist- 
ed  at  Bayonne,  and  tlie  Duke  of  Bourbon,  coining  from  Spain, 
announced. 

I  need  not,  nor  cannot,  describe  the  state  of  my  feelings  at 
this  time ;  and  he  who  imagines  that  the  total  ruin  and  disap- 
pointment of  my  own  prospects  had  a  considerable  influence 
upon  them,  knows  little  of  the  ardor  and  disinterested  devoted- 
ness  of  a  young  soldier.  I  felt,  however,  that  my  connexion  with 
France  was  broken,  and  on  tlic  day  before  the  white  flag  was 
hoisted,  resigned  my  commission,  along  witli  several  ofllcers  of 
the  division.  I  am  far  from  blaming  tliose  Frenchmen,  who, 
compelled  by  their  ciiTumstances,  or  deeming  that  their  coun- 
try, under  any  Government,  had  a  right  to  their  services,  act- 
ed otherwise.  But  who  does  not  feel,  that  tliis  second  revolution, 
this  replanting  of  the  lilies,  after  they  had  been  torn  down,  by 
the  common  consent  or  at  least  connivance  of  the  nation,  was 
very  different  from  tlie  first  In  tlie  former  case,  it  was  tlie  fortune 
of  foreign  war  which  had  overturned  Napoleon,  and  the  voice  of 
the  legislature  had  sancttoned  his  deposition ;  the  duty  of  the  army 
was  to  obey.  Tlie  Bourbons  came  strangers  amongst  us ;  there 
was  no  party  for,  nor  against  them.  <*  They  were  tried,  and  found 
wanting;**  the  mass  of  the  nation  rejected  them,  and  recalled 
its  old  leader.  Tlie  second  revolution  was  tlie  triumph  of  a 
party*  and  of  a  small  minority^  claiming  antiquated  privileges 
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and  principles,  opposed  to  all  modern  and  liberal  institutionSy 
and  siippoi-ted  against  tlie  nation  by  foreign  force.  I  must 
re])eat  however*  that,  personally,  neitlier  beforOv  nor  tbeiiy 
noi-  afteni-ards,  had  I  any  n*a.son  to  complain  of  the  Bourbons. 
"When  the  resignations  of  the  officers  wcit  delivered  to  the  Duke 
of  Bourbon,  tliat  prince  approved  of  our  conduct,  and  sud  it  waa 
that  of  honorable  men,  and  tliat  it  was  much  better  to  declare 
frankly  our  ohjiHrtions  to  serving  his  Majesty,  tlian  to  accept 
employment  and  tlien  betray  it* 

The  hoisting  of  tiie  white  flag  in  Bayonne  was  accompanied 
by  incidents  so  characteristic  of  tlie  French  soldiery,  that  thev 
are  wortli  piTserving,  The  people  of  tliat  trading  city  were  ex- 
tremely attached  to  the  Royalist  cause,  and  deemed  tiiis  change 
a  triumph  over  tlie  militar}*,  whom  they  hated*  Wliite  flags  and 
handkerchiefs  were  suspended  fi*om  every  window  and  baloooyy 
and  every  plsice  resounded  with  tlie  madness  of  rejoicing,  when 
the  news  suddenly  arrived,  that  tlie  camp  was  in  insorrectioik 
Instantly  flags  and  rags  disappcai^d,  and  the  terrified  ciliseni 
flew  to  their  sho|)s  and  houses*  and  bolted  and  barred  thenu 
The  soldiers,  about  six  thousand,  entoird  in  most  ominous  ar- 
ray and  fi-owiiing  silence :  not  a  shout  w  iis  heard^  not  an  officer 
was  seen  among  them.  \Vhen  one  ap])eai*edy  tliey  waTcd  him  oft 
and  cried,  *•  Retire,  my  oflicer :  this  is  our  business,  you  would 
**  he  (ximpnnnised."  Forming  in  the  deserted  square,  they  bunt 
their  eagles  and  tri-color  colors,  lest  they  should  be  insulted; 
each  scddii'r  kissed  his  cockade,  and  repkurcd  it  in  his  knap- 
sack :  they  all  embraced,  and  the  battalions  were  dissdved  at  a 
I'uflle  of  the  drums.  Di\idiiig  themselves  into  bands,  aooordiBg 
to  their  deimrtments  and  districts,  and  appointing  amongi 
theniM^lves  a  sergeant  or  cor|ioi*al,  to  command  each  detMdn 
nirnt,  they  then  set  out  on  their  resi)ective  routes,  with  flieir 
arms  in  hand,  and  relieved  Uie  frightened  and  astoiushed  ^fc"^ 
bitants  from  their  pnvscMice.  Not  a  citizen  was  insulted,  not  n 
house  op(*ned.  I  believe  such  a  scene  has  never  been  witnessed 
but  in  F'raiice. 

The  garrison  of  Strasbui*gh,  and  indeed  the  whole  amy  oC 
the  LoiiT,  acted  nearly  in  tlie  same  manner.  And  let  it  be  add- 
ed, as  a  just  trilnite  to  tlie  moral  character  of  tlie  French  na- 
tion, and  of  that  much  calumniated  army,  that  in  its  volantnry 
and  ix^acTable  dissolution,  not  a  disorder  was  conunittod.  .Hm 
Fivnch  soldlei-s  returned  every  where  to  their  homei^  in 
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and  in  order,  requiring  nothing  but  food  by  the  way,  and  refus- 
ing c\Tn  to  enter  a  village.  Two  hundred  thousand  men,  at 
least,  returned  to  the  mass  of  the  cominunityy  and  resumed  their 
civil  avocations.  And  the  number  of  crimes,  recorded  in  the 
criminal  calendar  of  that  year,  was  not  greater  than  usual,  (and 
it  is  always  much  less  in  France  than  in  the  moral  and  self- 
praising  community  of  England.)  The  character  of  an  old  sol- 
dier is  yet  a  recommendation  in  any  service  or  profession  in 
the  former  country.  After  all  the  declamations  which  have  been 
vented,  not  only  against  the  abuses,  but  against  tlie  system 
of  the  Conscription,  it  must  be  confessed,  that  this  was  a 
noble  result  of  it  Our  soldiers  never  considered  tiiemselves 
as  satellites,  hii*ed  for  wages,  (like  tiiose  of  an  army  raised 
by  recruitment,)  but  as  citizens,  selected  to  perform  a  public 
duty,  and  they  showed  on  this  occasion  tlie  pride  and  prin- 
ciple of  citizens.  The  army  remained,  composed  merely  of  offi- 
cers of  the  staff  and  line,  and  was  shortly  after  dissolved  and 
reorganized. 

^^9V^ViV!^^' ^  On  resigning  mv  commission,  I  set  out 

tembrr,  ttt6.-Tn-  ^'^ui  General  Bagneris,  tlirough  the  bcauti- 

Tria  In  the  Pyimcet  ful  scenery  of  tlie  Pyrenees,  and  smiling 

-Joarn^  to  Pari,  digtrfcts  of  the  Basques,  of  Beam  and  Bi- 

— ErnlMrkatioa    for  ,  .         .    .  .     « 

AroeriM.  gorre.  I  Spent  the  whole  month  of  August  in 

the  valleys  of  Bareges  and  Bagnercs,  climbing  the  mountains, 
the  Pic  du  Midi,  Marbore.  Mt  Perdu,  fcc,  and  visiting  every 
comer  of  this  enchanting  and  romantic  region.  I  might  fill  my 
narrative  with  descriptions  of  magnificent  views  and  prospects, 
and  tales  of  smugglers,  outlaws,  and  mountaineers,  but  must 
hasten  to  its  conclusion. 'This  little  journey  not  only  cooled 
my  spirits  and  soothed  my  feelings,  which  greatly  required  it, 
but  was  of  invaluable  benefit  to  my  healtt.  Such  was  tlie  agi- 
tation of  my  blood,  and  the  effect  it  had  on  my  constitution,  Uiat, 
whilst  taking  the  sulphureous  waters  of  Bareges,  my  old 
wounds,  received  iwenty-two  months  before,  at  Leipzick  and 
Mikhlberg,  dischai^^ed  a  great  deal  of  blood  and  matU*r.  I 
should,  however,  have  obser\'ed,  tliat  they  had  presented  the 
same  symptoms  before,  at  Paris,  swelling,  repeatedly,  so  as  to 
create  some  apprehensions  of  mortification. 

At  length,  at  the  close  of  August,  I  parted  from  my  good  Ge- 
neral, and  proceeded  to  Toulouse,  to  take  post  for  Paris.  A 
day  or  two  before  I  reached  that  fanatical  city,  (celebrated  for 
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the  murder  of  tlie  Galas  family >)  the  Royalist  mob,  infuriated  by 
tlieir  iiigloriouK  success,  had  torn  to  pieces  General  Ramel,  the 
King*s  Cf>inniissioiier,  and  companion  of  Pichegru's  banish- 
ment and  misfortunes,  lie  was  accused  oF  niodrralion.  Wli«i 
he  was  woundiMl,  and  carried  into  a  house,  they  broke  in,  mur- 
dered him  in  liis  bed.  and  women  dragged  his  entrails  about 
tiie  streets.  On  the  dav  of  my  airival  the  Duke  of  Angouleme 
was  expectcfl.  and  all  was  music,  scmgs,  and  dancing;  the  streets 
wrre  literally  carpetted  and  hung  with  white  and  green  flag% 
rilibons,  wreatiis,  and  tsii)estry. 

Mai-sbal  Ijnine  was  at  the  same  time,  murdered  at  AvignoHf 
by  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  who  publicly  vaunted  of  the  deed. 
1'he  |»ei*secution  against  the  Pmtestants  was  raging  at  Moo- 
taub:<n  and  Nismes.  None  of  these  crimes  were  ever  pnnislie^ 
or  evrn  examined  into,  by  tlie  Royal  Government.  But  what 
f'omplrted  my  disgust  to  the  actual  st;ite  of  France,  and  my  de- 
termination to  si*ek  a  new  country,  was,  tliatto  secure  my 
i}\  and  an  easy  |iassage  amongst  those  eni-agcd  faBatin^  / 
rMcasionally  com]H*Iled  to  assume  tlie  character,  not  of  a 
Fi-ench  officer,  hut  of  an  Englishman.  What  a  contrast  to  the 
bliMidless  Revolution  by  which  Napolecm  rcascended  his  ttirone! 

On  the  last  day  hut  one  of  this  journey.  I  beheld  a  remark- 
able instinice  of  the  |K)\\er  of  determination,  and  of  the  manner 
in  wiiicli  it  ovi^niwes  cimunon  minds.  Marshal  Davoust  and 
(leiieral  Vanilamme  were  the  two  oflicera  of  our  army  mostob- 
noxiuus  to  the  allies.  The  former  was  a  harsh,  but.  in  my  opi- 
nion, an  honorable  stddier.  JMie  latter  had,  undoubtedly,  sullied 
his  fair  military  fame,  hy  many  acts  of  ferocity  and  bmtaliljt 
but  wliirh  wvfi*  extravagantly  exaggerated  by  popular  rqport 
lie.  and  three  or  four  Generals,  of  the  same  stamp,  Bodkm 
Loison,  Ace,  had  given  some  foundation  for  that  character  if 
cnielty,  which  li.'is  beiMi  so  unjustly  charged  on  the  whole  French 
military.  At  this  time,  (more  prudent  than  the  unfortunate 
Ney, ;  Uavoiist  and  Vandamme,  remaining  with  the  troops  ontbe 
I^iire,  had  made  their  jieace,  with  arms  in  their  fianda.  But 
the  iri*itated  Germans  had  swom,  tliat  ifthe  latter  fell  intothev 
jMiwer.  notiiing  slicmld  save  him.  What  was,  therefore,  mj 
surprise,  ou  entering  the  town  of  Orleans,  crowded  ¥rith  Am- 
trians,  Prussians,  and  Bavarians,  to  see  an  qien  caleche  Aive 
into  the  ]Niblic  square,  with  a  General  in  full  uniform^t  was 
Vandamme,  without  arms,  escort  or  attendance.   The  crowd 
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of  Germans  stared  at  liiin,  as  he  descended,  crossed  his  arms 
on  his  breast^  and  looked  proudly  at  tliem.  Not  a  whisper  was 
heard :  and  after  staying  there  an  hoar,  walking  slowly  up 
and  down  before  the  door  of  the  Inn,  he  reascended  his  caleclie, 
and  drove  ofT. 

In  the  beginning  of  September,  I  arrived  in  Paris,  and  rejoin- 
e<l  my  dearest  mother,  with  the  firm  i-esolution  never  to  part 
from  her  again,  and  to  coiisixratc  the  remainder  of  my  days  to 
sootlic  and  comfoi-t  her,  after  ho  many  trials.  We  spent  a  whole 
year  in  tliat  city,  before  our  Anal  departure  from  France,  but 
live<l  all  that  time  in  the  greatest  retirement;  indeed  prudence, 
as  well  as  tlie  state  of  our  feelings,  it?ndered  this  conduct  ne- 
cessary :  for,  Uiough  I  was  never  personally  compromised,  tliough 
I  had  done  no  moi-e  tlian  every  ofllcer  of  the  ai'my,  yet  Clarke, 
the  Duke  of  Feltre,  of  whom  1  had  no  favor  to  expect,  was 
tlien  Minister  of  War,  and  signalized  his  zeal  by  the  most  ul- 
tra violence;  Loni  Castlereagh  was  in  Paris;  we  heard  of  ar- 
rests every  day,  and  officious  friends  repeatedly  gave  us  notice 
tliat  my  turn  would  come  next,  and  that  I  was  going  to  be  tak- 
en up,  I  did  not  mind  these  reports  for  myself,  but  felt  soere- 
ly  for  the  anxiety  which  they  gave  to  my  poor  mother.  It  wijl 
readily  be  believed,  that  a  residence  in  France  was  now  odious 
to  me,  and  all  tliat  I  wished  for  was  to  retire  to  some  quiet  cor- 
ner, wliere  I  might  give  myself  up  to  study,  literature,  and 
comforting  the  latter  days  of  my  only  parent.  We  wrote  to  oui' 
faitiiful  friend,  Mr,  Wilson,  and  in  his  answer,  he  pressed  us, 
and  all  our  English  and  Irish  acquaintances  joined  in  tlie  re- 
quest, tliat  we  should  ti7,  at  least  for  some  time,  whetlier  a  resi- 
dence in  England  would  not  suit  us,  and  tliat,  from  tlie  liberality 
of  its  institutions,  our  safety  at  least  would  be  secured.  It  was 
with  extreme  reluctance  that  I  cnterod  into  this  idea,  I  was 
brought  up,  as  may  well  be  imagined,  in  tlie  greatest  dislike  of 
tha^country,  which  had  enslaved  my  own,  whose  power  had 
fonnerly  destroyed  my  father,  and  all  my  family,  and  latterly 
overturned  the  hero,  to  whose  fortimes  I  had  attaclied  myself,  and 
ruined  all  my  own  prospects.  Nevertlieloss,  I  consented  to  try, 
and  make  at  least  a  visit  to  it  My  mother  addressed  Sir  Charles 
Stuart,  tlie  British  Ambassador,  for  a  passport  To  tlie  obliging 
disposition  and  politeness  of  this  gentleman,  I  render  a  willing 
testimony.  lie  said,  that  he  could  not  venture  it  on  his  own 
authority,  but  would  coasult  bis  Government,  and  had  no  doubt 
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leave  woiihl  lie  readily  granted.  Tlie  account  given  in  the  5l8t 
number  uf  the  London  New  Monthly  Magazine,  of  the  subse- 
quent tran»iactions  with  Lonl  CaHilcreagbv  is  perfectly  correct, 
exrept,  that,  instead  of  hapiHMiing  alter  my  niotl)er'*s  marriage, 
the\  hap|»ened  ten  months  beftire.  The  following  letter,  aAdress- 
ed  to  my  niutlicr,  and  which  closed  tliem,  I  have  preserved  as 
a  cnri<>Nity. 

<<  Paris,  5/A  «\'Vrem6fr,  1815. 

^*  Madam:  I  iTgiTtthat,  until  the  last  post^  I  received  no 
**  answer  fixira  his  Majesty's  (iovernment,  iv^pccting  the  re- 
•<  presentation  transmitted  to  England,  in  favor  of  your  son. 
^«  The  question  apjieai-s  to  have  been  referred  to  Ireland,  and 
'•  it  is  unfortunate,  that  the  disturbances  of  that  country  should 
'*  have  prevented  that  favoi-ahle  decision  on  the  part  of  tlicGo- 
<•  vernnient  whicli  1  had  i*easim  to  iiope  for,  at  the  time  yoa 
<•  did  me  the  limior  to  call.  I  am.  Madam,  with  great  respect 
^*  your  obedient  and  humble  servant 

«*CUARLES  STUART." 

On  the  extreme  wisilom.  liberality,  and  caution,  of  this  resola- 
fion.  ap;ainst  ime  wlio  liad  letl  that  country  an  infant,  twenty- 
<inr  yrai's  befoi*e,  and  did  not  know  a  soul  in  it,  and  who  did  not 
r\en  rtM|uest  to  go  their,  but  to  visit  England,  I  leave  every 
ivadcr  to  judge.  I  ttHik  it  its  a  very  high  compliment  to  my  im- 
p<»rtan(T  and  abilities :  foi*  I  had  never  dreamt  of  being  so  das^ 
gerous  a  jx^rsonage.  or  setting  either  the  Lifley  or  Thames  oi 
fiiv.  It  may  well  be  believeil.  liowever,  that  I  renounced,  is- 
stantly.  all  idea  of  \  isiting  England  at  that  time. 

Mi*aiiwliile.  the  ])erseruti(His  augmented  in  violence.  Itwv 
on  the  rtli  December,  1815,  that  the  unfortunate  Marshal  N^ 
was  shot,  a  few  hundird  yanis  from  our  house.  Although  the 
courtyanl  w  as  filled  w  itii  soldiers  all  the  morning,  we  knew  no* 
thing  of  the  execiititin  till  it  was  over.  His  wife  was  at  the  voy 
time  kneeling  at  the  King's  door  for  pardon;  nothing  omU 
draw  her  from  it,  till  Clarke  came  out,  and  told  her  that  all 
was  over ;  she  was  then  carried  off  in  convulsions,  and  shriekiBf^ 
and  they  wei*e  obliged  to  stop  her  mouth  with  a  handkercliii( 
lest  her  cries  should  hurt  the  delicate  sensibility  of  the  Kin( 

Wc  came  at  length  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  only  ooontiyf 
where  I  could  live  in  honorable  independence,  was  in  the  Umtei 
States  of  America.  The  final  settlement  of  our  aSkincompaiki 
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nSf  liowe\'cr»to  remain  ievend  months  longer  in  Paris.  Tlie  de« 
scription  which  I  have  seen  of  myself,  in  the  Montlily  Maga- 
zine, (No.  5h)  may  be  tolerably  correct  as  to  this  period;  in- 
deed, if,  as  the  author  says,  his  acquaintance  with  us  began  to- 
wards the  15th  of  February,  1815,  it  is  pretty  evident,  from 
the  foregoing  account,  that*  although  he  may  Iiave  been  intro- 
duced to  my  mother,  he  cannot  have  seen  ine  before  my  return 
tu  Paris  in  September,  1815. 

In  the  montli  of  July,  1816.  our  invaluable  friend,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, learning  our  final  resolution,  came  over  to  France,  and  of- 
fered his  hand  and  fortune  to  my  mother,  expressing  his  deter- 
mination to  go  with  us  to  America.  Witli  what  full  approbation 
1  seconded  his  demand,  it  is  needless  to  repeat  On  the  19th  of 
August  following,  tliey  were  married  in  the  Chapel  of  tlie  Brit- 
ish Ambassador;  and,  in  the  month  of  September,  I  parted  from 
them  botli,  with  a  heavy  heart,  and  embarked  at  Havre  dc. 
Grace  for  New  York.  On  board  of  tlie  same  ship,  I  found  Ge- 
neral Ilemai*d,  a  favorite  Aid-de-Camp  of  Napoleon,  and  one 
of  the  ablest  engineei's,  and  most  amiable  and  ^  irtuous  men  in 
France.  I  value  his  friendship  as  one  of  the  most  fortunate  cir- 
cumstances of  my  life ;  and  when  I  reflect  that  I  have  knoii^n, 
in  the  ranks  of  the  French  army,  two  men  of  such  pure  and  lio- 
norable  characters,  as  Generals  Bernard  and  Bagneris,  I  feel 
proud,  in  spite  of  all  the  calumnies  ^hich  have  been  vented 
against  it,  of  having  served  under  its  Eagles. 

My  motlier  proceeded  to  Scotland,  with  Mr.  Wilmn.  and  both 
joined  mc  in  New  York,  before  the  year  had  gone  round.  In 
this  free  and  hospitable  countrv',  the  a^^ylum  of  tiie  world,  and 
where  tlic  victims  of  political  and  religious  persecution  meet 
from  every  quarter,  under  tlie  protection  of  liberty  and  equal 
laws,  we  were  at  length  reunited — never  more,  I  hope,  to  be 
parted  in  tiiis  life.    I  have  since  lo^-t  my  veiirralile  friend  and 
bencbctor,  but  my  mother  still  sun'ives.  and  I  have  yet  tlie 
satisfaGtioii  of  ministering  to  Iter  coinfort  and  happinesiL    En- 
joying an  honorable  rank  in  the  American  army,   and  tiic 
proud  title  of  a  free  American  citizen^  united  to  tiie  object  of 
my  early  and  constant  affcctiomi,  the  only  daogfater  of  ay  Ik- 
therms  friend  and  countryman.  Counsellor  William  Sampn^ 
New  York,  (whose  fate,  it  m  well  knowop  led  Ua^  lika 
this  coantry,  a  rictim  in  the  caase  of  libii 
land. )  I  feel,  at  lei^th,  like  the  mOm'f  «l 
Vol.  If 85 
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KagCy  returns  to  his  home  and  finds  himself  clasped  by  all  the 

ties,  and  surrounded  by  all  the  charities,  that  are  dearest  and 
most  valuable  to  the  human  heai't. 


Statement  of  the  Services,  Campaiji^ns.  PramotionSt  and  WoiuuUf 
of  Lietii.  miliam  Tlicdmld  JVoXfe  T&ne,  ham  at  IhiMni,  29th 
Jlpril,  1791. 

rsd  Norombcr.  ISIO. 
I^TEKSu.    A  Cadet  in  the  IropemI  Schuol  of  CaTiliy,  at  St  J  ^^     ■  .    ^J,  ^. 

^•^™*^"'''  W  month.. 

Piiiic«l  In  the  Rlilr,  90th  Nov.  1811. 

I'BiiMnTCD.  Sub-Licutenuit  in  the  8th  Regiment  of  ChiMrara.'^  90th  Jauiary,  1S13. 
£inpluycd  in  the  Council  of  Adminittrilion  and  timining  VScnrcd  n  thai  rank 

of  nrcruiu,  J  0  mnntht. 

Conducts  B  detMhment  to  the  Grand  Arnif ,  SXHh  April,  1 8tS« 

First  Campai^  opvnt  lOih  August. 
1.  Aeiion  with  die  Black  Hnssars  and  skinnithei  in  Si-^ 

lesb.  I 

•2.  Halite  of  Ixrwi-nlicrg.  >Ai«qit,  IWA 

.1.  Uittlo  ol  Goldbefgi^vounded  hy  a  Rrape  shuA.  j 

•i.  Uattlc  of  Dresden,  and  iiicurMOo  and  skirmislict  ■  I 

Bohemia.  J 

Ti.  Two  incursions  in  Losatia,  and  two  in  Bohemia,  with^ 

seTeral  skirmishes  at  Bautzen  and  elsewhere,  nader  | 

Murat,  King  of  Naples.  VSeptODber,  IBIo. 

0.  Thinl  incursMMi  acrou  the  Elbe,  action  of  Mohlbei^,  t 

receives  three  sabre  wounds.  J 

7.  Actions  nf  Cotwick^RoaiUa,  and  Acken,slurmiriica.^ 
S.  Battle  of  Leipxick, — recciTes  six  lance  wounds,  16th  /October,  181S. 

October.  J 

l»iioMOT£ii  Liiutenani  in  the  Staff.  •  id-de-Camp,  and  Mem-/*"  ^^^^^  "*^- 
ber  of  the  Legion  of  Honor.  S  ^enreil  hi  that  rank 

'^  1  SI  Biontha. 

Second  CamfHugn.  Blockade  of  Krfurt,  aally  of  Dtwv/fgl^  tcMlsSi'Mr' 

ho(cn,  boubardiuciit,  ^ic.  I    .. .' 

U814. 

S.  Mission  to  France,  to  give  in  the  adheaion  of  the  gar-  ?9«|V  AmA  1814^ 

riaon  of  Grfurl  to  the  Ro)-al  Government.  j  ^^' 

S.  Mission  to  Erfurt  and  Wunzbourg,  with  orden  ^2«|].]|»  1314 

tlic  evacuation  of  lliose  two  fori reiaea.  5       ^^* 

\,  Employed  on  the  inspection  of  Uie  Northern  fnmtier.  J  rvt-m^  |g|5 
n!tum  10  Parb  hy  the  end  of  March.  5 

T*hirtt  Ctmpaign,   &.  Mission  to  Landan,  to  ot^ganiw  *2ll  v  1815 
defensive  force  on  the  Rhine.  J     ^« 

r>.  Mission  to  Bajonne,  for  the  same  purpo«,  hi  the  1^?  j         .g. . 
rcnees.  5         *         ' 

Resigns  hiseommission.  Slit  Jttl^s  lUS. 

Total  of  senrieef ,  4  yean  and  9  monthi    10  woondk    ■ 
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